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First Half 2016, January Through May: Trader Joe’s Razed; GW Mayor
Rescinds Elimination Of Council Stipends; Mahoney Retires from SP PD

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
LEAVING TOWN…The American Red Cross sold its property at 321 Elm Street
in Westfield. The Red Cross, which has called the site home since 1951, has moved
its employees and volunteers to its Summit Crossroads Chapter facility.

February 11, 2016
January 7, 2016

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
TRYING TO STAY AHEAD OF IT…Cranford’s Department of Public Works
crew plows the downtown, trying to keep the area passable during the height of
winter storm Jonas.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
FOND MEMORIES... Jack Kasich, second from left, owner of the Robert Treat
Delicatessen on Quimby Street, said goodbye to his customers, former employees
and community members during a gathering at the deli marking closure of the
longtime establishment. The Kasich family purchased the business from the
Sturke family in 1978. The deli was founded in 1932.

January 28, 2016

January 14, 2016

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
WHAT MOTHER NATURE STARTED…Demolition workers finish by begin-
ning to tear down Trader Joe’s supermarket. The store suffered massive struc-
tural damage, including a collapsed roof, from accumulated snow in January’s
blizzard.

  February 11, 2016

January
Westfield

Doug Stokes took the oath of office
as the newest member of the town
council. Council members Frank
Arena, JoAnn Neylan, and Mark
LoGrippo were sworn into office for
new terms.

Charles Ostroff and Robert Garri-
son were sworn into office as new
members of board of education. The
board elected Gretchan Ohlig as its
president and Peggy Oster as its vice-
president.

The planning board approved 7-
Eleven’s proposal to put one of its
convenience store on the site of a long-
abandoned gas station at the intersec-
tion of Central Avenue and Grove Street
over the objection of neighbors .

The rear wall of Trader Joe’s super-
market buckled under the weight of
accumulated snow from winter storm
Jonas, which also caused the roof to
collapse at the Elm Street store. The
store was razed by order of the build-
ing inspector.

With an extremely low turnout (9
percent) three days after a major bliz-
zard struck the area, voters overwhelm-
ingly passed a $12.6-million school
bond referendum for safety and infra-
structure upgrades as well as renova-
tions to the middle school auditori-
ums.

Cranford
Andis Kalnins was appointed for a

third consecutive year as Cranford
mayor. Mary O’Connor was appointed
as deputy mayor. Commissioner Tom
Hannen, Jr. was sworn in to a second
term.

Robert D’Ambola, a Republican,
submitted his letter of resignation from
the committee due his move out of the
area. Local attorney John Mallon was
chosen to fill the council vacancy.

Ryan J. Cooper, William Hulse,
Nicole Sherrin Kessler and Maria
Loikith took the seats on the board of
education.

Joann Boyle told her fellow board
members she will resign at the end of
the month.

A proposal to demolish a defunct
auto repair garage at 310 Centennial
Avenue in favor of a new mixed-use
apartment complex received a lengthy
hearing from the zoning board with
the board deciding to continue the
hearing in March.

Members of the planning board were
sworn in for their reappointment at the
board’s reorganization meeting. Peter
Taylor, Kathleen Murray, Julie
Didzbalis, Mayor Andis Kalnins and
Committeewoman Mary O’Connor
were reappointed to the board. Bobbi
Anderson was reappointed as chair-
woman and Lynda Feder as vice-chair-
woman.

Garwood
Republicans Ileen Cuccaro and Joe

Sarno took their seats on the borough
council.

Christine Guerriero was elected to a
third straight year as president of the
board of education, which swore in
new members Kat Patterson and Tracey
Roland, and returning member
Amanda Langston as the board’s vice-
president.

Republican Councilman Joe Sarno’s
effort to reduce council salaries to $1
was stymied by Democrat Mayor
Charles Lombardo who cast the de-
ciding ballot in a 4-to-3 vote council
vote. Compensation is $1,500 for coun-
cil members and $1,800 for the mayor.

The planning board welcomed coun-
cil representative Jim Mathieu, and re-
elected Steve Greet as chairman for a
fourth straight term and Kathy
Villaggio for a fourth year as vice-
chairman. John Malcolm also joined
the board.

Mountainside
Paul Mirabelli was sworn in for a

second term as mayor, rejoining vet-
eran Councilman Robert Messler and
newcomer Wendy Fech-Caccamo.

Frank Sahaj, the former municipal

prosecutor, took the oath as the new
municipal judge, while James Foerst
was named prosecutor, and Anne Marie
Bramnick, Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick’s daughter-in-law, was
named public defender.

Councilman Keith Turner said the
pool committee was recommending
an increase in community pool mem-
bership fees by 2 percent.

Scotch Plains
A split township council opened its

2016 session by appointing planning
firm Wallace Roberts and Todd of
Philadelphia that will be tasked with
overseeing downtown business dis-
trict redevelopment.

Kelly Waters was sworn in as the
new municipal judge at the township
council’s reorganization meeting, tak-
ing over for Judge Antonio Inacio af-
ter a 10-year term.

Local realtor Tonya Williams was
sworn in as the newest member of the
school board, joining third-term mem-
ber Karen Kulikowski. Incumbent
Betty Anne Woerner also began her
new term.

The planning board selected Theresa
Flood as its new chairwoman while
John Thompson was named vice-chair-
man. The board also welcomed a new
member Michael Weber, who replaces
chairman Michael Graziano, who re-
signed.

The zoning board of adjustment
meeting reelected Anthony Gialanella
to serve a second year as chairman and
Ken Anderson to again serve as vice-
chairman.

Fanwood
Colleen Mahr was sworn into a

fourth term as mayor of Fanwood dur-
ing the borough council’s reorganiza-
tion meeting. Returning Councilman
Jack Molenaar and newcomer Erin
McElroy-Barker also the oath of of-
fice. Katherine Mitchell was elected
to a second term as council president.

The redevelopment committee dis-
cussed the redevelopment of the former
Dean Oil site. Landmark, which is
planning to redevelop the former Dean

Oil site at LaGrande Avenue and 2nd
Street.

Regional
Former Rahway Mayor Jim

Kennedy was sworn in as the newest
member of the 22nd Legislative Dis-
trict in the New Jersey General As-
sembly.

February
Westfield

An old Victorian house on the east
corner of East Broad Street and South
Euclid Avenue was approved for a
major face lift by the planning board.
Included will be an Allstate insurance
branch office with an apartment re-
maining on the upper floor.

After 65 years in Westfield, the
American Red Cross announced it was
selling its property at 321 Elm Street.
The property was sold to Elegant
Homes NJ, LLC, for $638,000.

Resident Greg Kasko, who lives
near Kehler Stadium and who has filed
several complaints about the Westfield
Soccer Association’s (WSA) use of
the high-school football field last spring
with temporary lights, threatened to
drag the school board into court again
if it allowed the practice in 2016.

Geraldine Sanford, 80, a resident of
the Wychwood Gardens apartment
complex on Sandra Circle, died in an
early morning fire that swept through
her first-floor apartment.

Cranford
During municipal budget presen-

tations before the township commit-
tee, the police department asked for
a $2 per hour raise for the school
crossing guards and the summer
guard part-timers, saying they have
not had a raise since 2008, bringing
it to about $16 and $13 per hour,
respectively.

The township committee unani-
mously introduced an ordinance that
would raise most annual fees for the
community pool. Commissioner Tho-
mas Hannen Jr. said the committee
elected to keep the senior citizen rate
at $65 with other categories to be
raised by approximately $5.

Garwood
A proposal to raze a two-story single-

family home on South Avenue across
from Kings supermarket and replace it
with a three-story mixed use building
was granted final approval by the plan-
ning board.

The borough council formally in-
troduced a resolution to strip Council
President Lou Petruzzelli of his mu-
nicipal-provided health insurance ben-
efits.

Fanwood
The borough council designated the

owner of a property in the middle of
Second Street as its developer. Joe
Ponzio of JOBAR Realty has pro-
posed to demolish an empty commer-
cial building at 35 Second Avenue and
replace it with a two-story structure
with business space on the first floor
and four apartments above.

A crowd of more than 125 people
gathered at Forest Road Park for a
town hall-style meeting with
Fanwood’s mayor and council regard-
ing borough recycling. Since 1987
Fanwood has recycled via the Fanwood
Recycling Center, a non-profit entity
that operates on borough-owned land.
Rather than relying on curbside pickup,
Fanwood residents bring their
recyclables to the center for process-
ing. At the meeting, residents and coun-
cil members considered whether to a
switch to curbside recycling.

Scotch Plains
The township council said invited

owners of houses that are potentially
historically-significant a conference
meeting to gauge their interest in hav-
ing their homes included in a historic-
preservation designation.

The zoning board of adjustment’s
six-month long hearing on the pro-
posal seeking to build a Wawa conve-
nience store and gas station on east-
bound Route 22 neared its conclusion
when Wawa wrapped up its presenta-
tion with more than three hours of
testimony from its professional plan-
ner.

Long-time board of education mem-
ber Betty Anne Woerner resigned from
the board.

Mountainside
The borough council voted unani-

mously to approve an application trans-
ferring the liquor license previously
issued to L’Affaire Fine Catering to
Stage House Tavern 3, LLC. L’Affaire
has been a mainstay along Route 22
East in Mountainside for over 40 years.
It recently sold the business to the
Stage House Tavern.

Union County
The Union County freeholders ap-

proved a renegotiated deal with
Covanta Union LLC for the operation
of the trash incinerator in Rahway,
alleviating the county of its obligation

to provide 100,000 tons of garbage
from outside the district in exchange
for a 22-year lease extension through
2053.

Regional
Louis Lambe of Cranford was sworn

in as a commissioner for a five-year
term on the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority (RVSA) Board of Commis-
sioners at the RVSA’s annual reorgani-
zation meeting. Mr. Lambe replaces
Mark Dugan.

March
Westfield

Taxes would increase about $194
per average home under a budget pre-
sented by board of education Business
Administrator Dana Sullivan. The to-
tal budget would climb to $106.1 mil-
lion, with operating expenses of $100.6
million.

The town council introduced an
amended ordinance that would repeal
the limitations set upon liquor license
holders. The ordinance had limited
establishments who hold liquor li-
censes to conduct no more than 25
percent of their licensed operation on
a floor above the first level of a build-
ing. The amendment would remove
that limitation.

Plans to refurbish and repurpose the
athletic facilities at Tamaques Park
include replacement of two existing
grass fields with synthetic turf, new
basketball courts and repurposing the
existing courts as an area for addi-
tional parking spaces. The estimated
cost for refurbishing the turf fields
would be about $2.5 million construc-
tion costs for the basketball courts
about $161,234.

The town council introduced
$41,221,091 budget. Municipal taxes
will increase 1.73 percent or $1.5 mil-
lion. The average assessed home of
$180,300 would see an increase of
about $50.

Cranford
Board of Education Business Ad-

ministrator Robert Carfagno intro-
duced the preliminary school budget
of $63,254,728 with $53,971,870 to
be raised in taxes. The spending plan
represents an increase of $2,009,396
in taxes over 2015.

The township committee introduced
$36.7-million budget with $22.5 mil-
lion to be raised from local taxes, a
jump of $550,136 over 2015.

The board of education passed a
resolution calling on state officials to
increase the amount of state aid pro-
vided to the school district. State edu-
cation aid to Cranford this year will
total $2.8 million, up nearly $56,000
over last year but still well below the
2009-2010 peak of $3.8 million.

Garwood
A divided borough council voted to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
ANOTHER TERM…Scotch Plains Township Manager Al Mirabella, center, is
sworn in for a seventh term as Union County Freeholder, taking the oath of office
from Sen. Ray Lesniak (D-20th, Union), left.
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halt health insurance benefits for Coun-
cil President Lou Petruzzelli, making
the decision after more than two months
of debate.

Angelo and Sandro Villaraut, who
were granted an exemption from the
single-family zone from the board
nearly two years ago to build the town
homes at the north end of Walnut Street
on Fourth Avenue, notified neighbors
of their plans to re-present the pro-
posal to the planning board. The prop-
erty is located 484 Fourth Avenue,
known around Garwood as the “Hidi”
property.

The board of education tentatively
approved a $8,975,399 budget with a
with a total tax levy of $8.025 million.
The spending plan includes $518,400
for debt payments and is $326,541
more than last year. The owner of a
home assessed at $100,000 would pay
$217 over the previous year.

Mayor Charles Lombardo issued a
veto to strike down an ordinance that
would have eliminated health insur-
ance coverage for Council President
Lou Petruzzelli.

Mountainside
Mayor Paul N. Mirabelli presented

a preliminary analysis of the proposed
municipal 2016 of $8.5 million, a total
increase of around $84,000 over last
year or $24.72 per average household.

Residents of the lower portion of
Deer Park and Cedar Road provided
vivid accounts of having to place sand
bags on their property to try and con-
tain the damage caused by overflow-
ing storm sewers during several recent
storms.

Homeowners complained to the
borough council that the recently
opened Echo Tap Tavern, located at
1079 Route 22 East, does not appear
to have sufficient onsite parking and,
as a result, many patrons are parking
on nearby residential streets.

The board of education’s tentative
budget will likely result in a $70, or 1.3
percent, tax increase on the average
assessed home in the borough. The
total budget for the schools in the
district is $18,758,030.

The board of adjustment began hear-
ings for an application by Alpine at
Mountainside, LLC for a 30-unit age
restricted townhouse development at
1490-1496 Route 22 west.

Scotch Plains
The board of education unanimously

approved expenditures for staffing and
supplies for full-day kindergarten for
the 2016-2017 school year.

The board also approved a proposal
to institute high-school field hockey
on a pay-to-play basis, paving the way

March 31, 2016

  May 12, 2016

FUNDING FLOOD STUDY...Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) huddles with the
Mayors’ Council on Rahway River Watershed Flood Control about the next steps
in the group’s effort to complete the Rahway River Basin Flood Risk Management
Feasibility Study, a critical step in protecting central New Jersey communities
from Rahway River flooding.

  February 18, 2016

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
COUNTY CHAMPS...Members of the Cranford High School Wrestling Team
are congratulated by the board of education after winning the Union County
Championship.

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
BRUSSELS RESPONSE…Two members of a five-man special squad of New
Jersey State Police, armed with fully automatic rifles, keep watch over the
Westfield Train Station on March 23, a day after a terrorist attack in Belgium
killed more than 30 people.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Year In Review 2016
for the sport to make a comeback after
a 25-year hiatus. The team was dis-
banded in the early 1990s due to a lack
of players interested in joining the
team.

Brian Mahoney wrapped up his 30-
year law enforcement career — the
last 10 plus years as police chief. He
started his career with the Westfield
Police Department in early 1986.
Township Manager Al Mirabella said
Captain Ted Conley, a 19-year veteran
of the department, would be in charge
of all operations of the police depart-
ment “for now,” but that he was plan-
ning to conduct a study of the
department’s operations.

The zoning board of adjustment
wrapped up 10 months of hearings by
unanimously rejecting an application
to build a 5,000-square-foot Wawa
convenience store and gas station on
the former home of Sanguiliano Gar-
den Center on eastbound Route 22.

The board of education will hold a
public hearing before a final vote on a
school budget of $91.39 million that
will be financed with property tax in-
creases of 2.52 percent for Scotch
Plains and 5.85 percent for Fanwood.

Mayor Kevin Glover described the
proposed $24.8-million municipal
budget, which will feature a one-point
cut in the municipal portion of local
property tax bills, as “historic” and a
“testament to the fine work we’ve
done” in managing the township’s fi-
nances. A total of $14.6 million would
be raised in taxes.

Parks and Recreation Director Ray
Poerio left his position after 15 years
to become business administrator in
the Borough of Oceanport.

The board of education approved a
motion authorizing water testing on
water fountains and food preparation
water at all eight schools in the district.
The testing is estimated to cost around
$32,000 and comes amid a recent water
quality crises that began with the de-
tection of dangerous amounts of lead
in the Flint, Mich. water system and
similar water contamination in the
Newark schools.

Fanwood
The borough council introduced a

$9.95-million municipal budget with
a tax levy of $6.1 million that is a 1.6-
percent increase over last year. If
passed, the average assessed home of
$87,000 will see a $40 increase this
year. The total spending plan is
$468,000 over 2015.

Union County
New Jersey’s new speedy trial and

bail law is expected to cost the county
$1 million initially to set up and another

$1.8 million in 2017 when the law goes
into effect. The new law will change the
state’s system from one of monetary
bail for complaint warrants to one fo-
cusing on the risk or the danger indi-
viduals pose to the community.

The county unveiled a $508-million
executive budget which calls for $346
million to be raised in property taxes,
an increase of $11 million over the
previous year.

Regional
The Raritan Valley Rail Coalition

continued its push for a cost analysis
study for increased one-seat service.

NJ Transit reached a tentative
agreement with 11 unions on a Friday
night, averting a transit strike that
would have shut rail service into New
York City for over 100,000 commut-
ers, including those riding the Raritan
Valley Line. The last NJ Transit strike
was in March 1983.

The Rahway Valley Sewerage Au-
thority (RVSA) tabled a $19,600 pen-
alty resolution for excess flow from
Scotch Plains.

April
Westfield

After the town council amended
the town’s land use ordinance late last
year that created a new transit-ori-
ented zone on West Broad Street that
would permit multi-family housing
and affordable housing, the apart-
ment complex planned for the corner
of West Broad Street and Rahway
Avenue was approved by the plan-
ning board.

Construction to rebuild the store
that housed Trader Joe’s on Elm Street
was scheduled to begin in mid-to-late
May. The building’s roof collapsed
and three walls buckled on January
23 during the height of winter storm
Jonas which two feet of snow in the
area.

Second Ward Councilwoman Vicki
Kimmins resigned from her town
council seat after serving for 11 years
on the governing body after accept-
ing a job promotion out of state.

The board of education adopted a
school budget of $106,137,581, with
$96.9 million to be raised in taxes.

Board of Education member Mitch
Slater announced his resignation, ef-
fective in June, due to job-related
projects. Mr. Slater’s term.

A total of $94.2 million in taxes
will support the operating budget.
Other revenue includes $4 million in
state aid. The average assessed home
will see an increase of $194 for school
taxes to $9,438, a 2.1-percent in-
crease over last year.

Cranford
Township Commissioner Mary

O’Connor, who serves as deputy
mayor, filed for a second term on the
committee. Her running mate, John
Mallon, recently joined the commit-
tee to fill a committee vacancy. They
will face Democrats Ann M. Dooley
and James Kent Lucas in the General
Election.

Restaurants in the township would
be required to obtain food handler
certificates and have their grease traps
cleaned and maintained by a certified
company and logged under ordi-
nances introduced by the township
committee following the recommen-
dation of Health Officer Megan
Avallone of the Westfield Regional
Health Department. Right now own-
ers can choose to empty the grease
traps themselves and haul it away.

The state appellate court denied
two appeals set forth by the township
in its attempts to stop the develop-
ment of Birchwood Avenue in an area
the township deems a “floodway.”

School officials presented a school

budget of $63,254,728 of  which
$60,819,056 is for operating ex-
penses. The total tax levy is
$53,971,870, an increase is
$1,679,463 over the previous year.

Garwood
Democrat newcomers Jennifer

Blumenstock, vice-president of the
Cranford Parent-Teacher Association
(PTA), and Marc Lazarow, a middle-
school language arts teacher in
Westfield, were selected by the local
party for seats on the borough coun-
cil. They will face two-term incum-
bent Republican James Mathieu, the
chairman of the local GOP commit-
tee, and council candidate Tony Mo-
rales.

The board of education voted to
extend its lease of Washington El-
ementary School to the Westfield Area
‘Y’ for five years. The new contract
extends through June 20, 2021, to
allow the ‘Y’ to use the facility for
early childhood care.

The planning board voted to send a
redevelopment plan to the borough
council that includes a four-story, 315-
apartment complex for the largely
abandoned Casale Manufacturing and
Petro Plastics industrial sites on South
Avenue.

Mayor Charles Lombardo cast a
tie-breaking vote to approve a $7.9-
million budget that includes a $93 tax
increase on the average homeowner.

Mountainside
Mountainside Councilmen Glenn

Mortimer and Rene Dierkes sought
re-election. No Democrats filed for
borough council.

The borough council voiced its sup-
port for the board of health’s investi-
gation into drafting an ordinance that
would increase the age to purchase
tobacco to 21 in the borough.

Residents will see an average tax
increase of $24.72 per home — the
lowest since 2001 — under an $12.5-
million budget adopted by borough
council. The total amount to be raised
in taxes is $8.5 million.

Scotch Plains
Democratic incumbent Kevin

Glover sought a second term as mayor.
His running mate for township coun-
cil is Luisa Bianco, who previously
ran for council in 2014. Mayor Glover
will face Republican Al Smith, chair-
man of the Scotch Plains Republican
Committee. Mr. Smith is joined on
the GOP ticket by council candidate
Theodore Spera.

The township council unanimously
passed a municipal budget that in-
cludes a one-point reduction in the
local property tax rate, and also intro-
duced four capital bond ordinances,
the prospects for passage of which
next month appear to be improved.
The $24,837,031 spending plan for
this year will be financed by $14.6
million in property taxes, $50,000
lower than last year, while overall
spending is up $190,000.

The township council gave final
approval to an ordinance intended to
tighten compliance with and enforce-
ment of the property maintenance
code.

The zoning board of adjustment
gave its approval to an application to
build a gasoline station and conve-
nience store at the corner of North
and Hetfield Avenues.

Fanwood
Kathy Mitchell and Tom Kranz,

both Democrats, filed for re-election
to the borough council.

The Station Square project on La
Grande Avenue and Second Street
was altered to include seven “afford-
able housing” apartments as part of a
larger 35-unit complex.

The borough council introduced
an ordinance that would revise the
redevelopment area, bounded by
South Avenue, Martine Avenue, La
Grande Avenue and Second Street,
formerly the Dean Oil site, to allow
for more density to meet the afford-
able housing obligation.

Union County
Democratic incumbent Union

County Freeholders Linda Carter,
Bette Jane Kowalski and Sergio
Granados sought re-election. They
faced a Primary challenge from Hugh
Campbell and Daniel Cotayo, run-
ning under the banner “Democrats
for Progress,” and David Robinson
of Springfield and David L. Jensen of
Elizabeth. Republicans filing for seats
are Glenn Gelband, Justin Berzosa,
and Joseph Aubourg.

County Republicans gave the party
line for president on the June 7 Pri-
mary ballot to Ohio Governor John
Kasich after he narrowly defeated
Donald Trump in the second round of
voting at the Union County GOP Con-
vention at Kean University.

Region
Republican incumbent Rep. Leonard

Lance filed for a fifth term to represent
the Seventh Congressional District. He
was being opposed once again in the
Primary by conservative David Larsen
as well as Craig Heard, a businessman
from Morris County. Peter Jacob and
Chris Faraone, both residents of Union,
filed for the Democrats.

In the 12th District, which includes
Fanwood and most of Scotch Plains,
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
sought a second term. Also filing for
the Democrats was Alexander J.
Kucsma of Somerset County. Steve
Uccio of Mercer County filed for the
Republican Party.

May
Westfield

Ken Donnelly, chosen by the
Westfield Republican committee to
fill the second ward town council seat
vacated by the resignation of Vicki
Kimmins, was sworn into office.

Ferraro’s South was granted ap-
proval by the planning board to add a
100-square-foot addition to the back
of its take-out and catering operation
on Elmer Street.

Battalion Chief Anthony Tiller was
appointed as fire official for the
Westfield Fire Department. Battalion
Chief Robert Buccino, who was the
fire official, is retiring after serving
over 25 years.

Fujiyama Mama, a restaurant lo-
cated on South Avenue, was permit-
ted to transfer its liquor license to
new owner, 341 Westfield Corp.

Cranford
The site plan proposal for a contro-

versial mixed-use building that would
replace the abandoned Lehigh’s Auto
Repair on Centennial Avenue was
approved by the board of adjustment.

Attempted murder and other charges
against a Cranford woman accused of
setting fire to her SUV and trying to kill
her twin children two-and-a-half years
ago were dismissed by a state Superior
Court judge this week. Narcissa Zuber
was deemed not competent to stand
trial, thus ending the case.

The township committee intro-
duced a $3.77-million capital budge
for roadwork; handicapped ramps and
sidewalks and curb replacements,
storm sewer improvements, improve-
ments to public buildings, new ve-
hicles for the Department of Public
Works, turnout gear and self-con-
tained breathing apparatus for the fire
department, a truck and defibrillators
for the police department, and a se-
nior bus for the Parks and Recreation
Department.

It was standing-room only in the
Lincoln School Gymnasium as the

board of education was forced to ad-
dress protests related to the termina-
tion of Cranford High School (CHS)
Principal Kathleen McCabe.

The final approval of a proposed
Quick Chek convenience store and
gas station on North Avenue was de-
layed due to issues brought up by the
board of adjustment. The application
calls for the store to be built at 370
North Avenue at the site of an unoc-
cupied industrial building.

Garwood
The board of education formally

approved a nearly $9-million budget,
a 3.7-percent increase over the previ-
ous year, which will include a $51 tax
increase on the average home.

The borough council approved a
$445,000 bond ordinance for new
street repairs.

Mountainside
Proposed parking restrictions on a

274-foot section of Mill Lane stretch-
ing from U.S. Route 22 drew con-
cerns from several residents, who also
complained about safety issues from
the recently opened Echo Tap restau-
rant in the area.

The “groundwork was in place” for
a new send-receive agreement for
Mountainside students to attend Gov-
ernor Livingston High School in Ber-
keley Heights.

The board of adjustment gave final
approval for the construction for a
six-building complex on the wooded
lots at 1490-1496 Route 22 West af-
ter a passionate, nearly three-and-a-
half-hour hearing. It was the third
hearing on the Alpine at Mountain-
side, LLC, application.

Scotch Plains
With several nearby towns facing a

state-ordered property revaluation,
the township council was warned that
a similar move in Scotch Plains, which
could cost in excess of $800,000, is
inevitable. The last revaluation was
performed in 1984.

The board of education listened for
more than an hour as residents, par-
ents and several school-age children
questioned the wisdom of the pro-
posed parking lot between Park
Middle School and School One that
school officials say is needed to ac-
commodate the growing number of
teachers and other employees at the
middle school.

The township council gave final
approval to four capital bond ordi-
nances totaling more than $4.2 mil-
lion that will finance a variety of
equipment and vehicle purchases,
downtown business district improve-
ments, park upgrades, a new heating
and air-conditioning system for the
library and the remainder of interior
and exterior upgrades at the Shady
Rest Clubhouse at the Scotch Hills
Country Club.

With the township council passing a
capital bond ordinance earmarking
$270,000 for improvements to the
Revolutionary War-era Frazee House,
leaders of the effort to restore the his-
toric home feel that the time is nearing
for actual reconstruction to begin.

Fanwood
The contractor for the Forest Road

Park skate park was instructed to re-
place the concrete slap so the park
could open in July.

The borough council announced it
will switch to a curbside recycling
program as of the fall by contracting
with the Plainfield Municipal Utili-
ties Authority (PMUA).

Union County
The Union County freeholders

awarded a total of $1.5-million in
infrastructure grants to all 21 towns.

The Freeholders adopted a $505.6-
million budget with $345.3 million to
be raised in county taxes, a $9.9-
million increase over last year.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
CENTER FIELD…Members of the Boston Braves and Minnesota Twins teams
dismiss rainy, drizzly conditions to march together in the Westfield Baseball
opening day parade.

  April 28, 2016

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
MOVING UP...Former planning board member Ileen Cuccaro, center, takes the
oath of office as Garwood councilwoman from state Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-
21st, Westfield), right, with her son, Eric Meyer, on hand.

January 7, 2016
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First Half 2016, January Through May: Mahoney Retires as SP PD Chief;
WF Trader Joe’s Razed; GW Rescinds Elimination Of Stipends

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CLEANING UP THE TOWN…Snowblowers sliced through the two feet of snow
in front of the municipal building in Scotch Plains to create a safe walking path in
the wake of a weekend blizzard.

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader
FOND MEMORIES…Scotch Plains Parks and Recreation Director Ray Poerio
packs up more than 15 years of memories and achievements as he prepares to leave
for a position in another town.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A LOT TO CLEAN UP…A crew works to clear the debris caused when high
winds knocked down a tree at a home in Scotch Plains, causing power outages.

March 31, 2016April 7, 2016 January 28, 2016
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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A SCOUT IS HELPFUL...Scouts from Scotch Plains’ Troop 104 help with the
serving as part of the Scotch Plains Lions Club’s annual pancake breakfast at the
Scotch Hills Country Club.

DIG IN...The Chelsea at Fanwood held a fundraiser featuring an all-you-can-eat
Italian dinner to benefit the Fanwood Volunteer Fire Company.

March 31, 2016

March 24, 2016

January
Westfield

Doug Stokes took the oath of office
as the newest member of the town
council. Council members Frank
Arena, JoAnn Neylan, and Mark
LoGrippo were sworn into office for
new terms.

Charles Ostroff and Robert Garri-
son were sworn into office as new
members of board of education. The
board elected Gretchan Ohlig as its
president and Peggy Oster as its vice-
president.

The planning board approved 7-
Eleven’s proposal to put one of its
convenience store on the site of a long-
abandoned gas station at the intersec-
tion of Central Avenue and Grove Street
over the objection of neighbors .

The rear wall of Trader Joe’s super-
market buckled under the weight of
accumulated snow from winter storm
Jonas, which also caused the roof to
collapse at the Elm Street store. The
store was razed by order of the build-
ing inspector.

With an extremely low turnout (9
percent) three days after a major bliz-
zard struck the area, voters overwhelm-
ingly passed a $12.6-million school
bond referendum for safety and infra-
structure upgrades as well as renova-
tions to the middle school auditori-
ums.

Cranford
Andis Kalnins was appointed for a

third consecutive year as Cranford
mayor. Mary O’Connor was appointed
as deputy mayor. Commissioner Tom
Hannen, Jr. was sworn in to a second
term.

Robert D’Ambola, a Republican,
submitted his letter of resignation from
the committee due his move out of the
area. Local attorney John Mallon was
chosen to fill the council vacancy.

Ryan J. Cooper, William Hulse,
Nicole Sherrin Kessler and Maria
Loikith took the seats on the board of
education.

Joann Boyle told her fellow board
members she will resign at the end of
the month.

A proposal to demolish a defunct
auto repair garage at 310 Centennial

Avenue in favor of a new mixed-use
apartment complex received a lengthy
hearing from the zoning board with
the board deciding to continue the
hearing in March.

Members of the planning board were
sworn in for their reappointment at the
board’s reorganization meeting. Peter
Taylor, Kathleen Murray, Julie
Didzbalis, Mayor Andis Kalnins and
Committeewoman Mary O’Connor
were reappointed to the board. Bobbi
Anderson was reappointed as chair-
woman and Lynda Feder as vice-chair-
woman.

Garwood
Republicans Ileen Cuccaro and Joe

Sarno took their seats on the borough
council.

Christine Guerriero was elected to a
third straight year as president of the
board of education, which swore in
new members Kat Patterson and Tracey
Roland, and returning member
Amanda Langston as the board’s vice-
president.

Republican Councilman Joe Sarno’s
effort to reduce council salaries to $1
was stymied by Democrat Mayor
Charles Lombardo who cast the de-
ciding ballot in a 4-to-3 vote council
vote. Compensation is $1,500 for coun-
cil members and $1,800 for the mayor.

The planning board welcomed coun-
cil representative Jim Mathieu, and re-
elected Steve Greet as chairman for a
fourth straight term and Kathy
Villaggio for a fourth year as vice-
chairman. John Malcolm also joined
the board.

Mountainside
Paul Mirabelli was sworn in for a

second term as mayor, rejoining vet-
eran Councilman Robert Messler and
newcomer Wendy Fech-Caccamo.

Frank Sahaj, the former municipal
prosecutor, took the oath as the new
municipal judge, while James Foerst
was named prosecutor, and Anne Marie
Bramnick, Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick’s daughter-in-law, was
named public defender.

Councilman Keith Turner said the
pool committee was recommending
an increase in community pool mem-
bership fees by 2 percent.

Scotch Plains
A split township council opened its

2016 session by appointing planning
firm Wallace Roberts and Todd of
Philadelphia that will be tasked with
overseeing downtown business dis-
trict redevelopment.

Kelly Waters was sworn in as the
new municipal judge at the township
council’s reorganization meeting, tak-
ing over for Judge Antonio Inacio af-
ter a 10-year term.

Local realtor Tonya Williams was
sworn in as the newest member of the
school board, joining third-term mem-
ber Karen Kulikowski. Incumbent
Betty Anne Woerner also began her
new term.

The planning board selected Theresa
Flood as its new chairwoman while
John Thompson was named vice-chair-
man. The board also welcomed a new
member Michael Weber, who replaces
chairman Michael Graziano, who re-
signed.

The zoning board of adjustment
meeting reelected Anthony Gialanella
to serve a second year as chairman and
Ken Anderson to again serve as vice-
chairman.

Fanwood
Colleen Mahr was sworn into a

fourth term as mayor of Fanwood dur-
ing the borough council’s reorganiza-
tion meeting. Returning Councilman
Jack Molenaar and newcomer Erin
McElroy-Barker also the oath of of-
fice. Katherine Mitchell was elected
to a second term as council president.

The redevelopment committee dis-
cussed the redevelopment of the former
Dean Oil site. Landmark, which is
planning to redevelop the former Dean
Oil site at LaGrande Avenue and 2nd
Street.

Regional
Former Rahway Mayor Jim

Kennedy was sworn in as the newest
member of the 22nd Legislative Dis-
trict in the New Jersey General As-
sembly.

February
Westfield

An old Victorian house on the east

corner of East Broad Street and South
Euclid Avenue was approved for a
major face lift by the planning board.
Included will be an Allstate insurance
branch office with an apartment re-
maining on the upper floor.

After 65 years in Westfield, the
American Red Cross announced it was
selling its property at 321 Elm Street.
The property was sold to Elegant
Homes NJ, LLC, for $638,000.

Resident Greg Kasko, who lives
near Kehler Stadium and who has filed
several complaints about the Westfield
Soccer Association’s (WSA) use of
the high-school football field last spring
with temporary lights, threatened to
drag the school board into court again
if it allowed the practice in 2016.

Geraldine Sanford, 80, a resident of
the Wychwood Gardens apartment
complex on Sandra Circle, died in an
early morning fire that swept through
her first-floor apartment.

Cranford
During municipal budget presen-

tations before the township commit-
tee, the police department asked for
a $2 per hour raise for the school
crossing guards and the summer
guard part-timers, saying they have
not had a raise since 2008, bringing
it to about $16 and $13 per hour,
respectively.

The township committee unani-
mously introduced an ordinance that
would raise most annual fees for the
community pool. Commissioner Tho-
mas Hannen Jr. said the committee
elected to keep the senior citizen rate
at $65 with other categories to be
raised by approximately $5.

Garwood
A proposal to raze a two-story single-

family home on South Avenue across
from Kings supermarket and replace it
with a three-story mixed use building
was granted final approval by the plan-
ning board.

The borough council formally in-
troduced a resolution to strip Council
President Lou Petruzzelli of his mu-
nicipal-provided health insurance ben-
efits.

Fanwood
The borough council designated the

owner of a property in the middle of
Second Street as its developer. Joe
Ponzio of JOBAR Realty has pro-
posed to demolish an empty commer-
cial building at 35 Second Avenue and
replace it with a two-story structure
with business space on the first floor
and four apartments above.

A crowd of more than 125 people
gathered at Forest Road Park for a
town hall-style meeting with
Fanwood’s mayor and council regard-
ing borough recycling. Since 1987
Fanwood has recycled via the Fanwood
Recycling Center, a non-profit entity
that operates on borough-owned land.
Rather than relying on curbside pickup,
Fanwood residents bring their
recyclables to the center for process-
ing. At the meeting, residents and coun-
cil members considered whether to a
switch to curbside recycling.

Scotch Plains
The township council said invited

owners of houses that are potentially
historically-significant a conference
meeting to gauge their interest in hav-
ing their homes included in a historic-
preservation designation.

The zoning board of adjustment’s
six-month long hearing on the pro-
posal seeking to build a Wawa conve-
nience store and gas station on east-
bound Route 22 neared its conclusion
when Wawa wrapped up its presenta-
tion with more than three hours of
testimony from its professional plan-
ner.

Long-time board of education mem-
ber Betty Anne Woerner resigned from
the board.

Mountainside
The borough council voted unani-

mously to approve an application trans-
ferring the liquor license previously
issued to L’Affaire Fine Catering to
Stage House Tavern 3, LLC. L’Affaire
has been a mainstay along Route 22
East in Mountainside for over 40 years.
It recently sold the business to the
Stage House Tavern.

Union County
The Union County freeholders ap-

proved a renegotiated deal with
Covanta Union LLC for the operation
of the trash incinerator in Rahway,
alleviating the county of its obligation
to provide 100,000 tons of garbage
from outside the district in exchange
for a 22-year lease extension through
2053.

Regional
Louis Lambe of Cranford was sworn

in as a commissioner for a five-year
term on the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority (RVSA) Board of Commis-
sioners at the RVSA’s annual reorgani-
zation meeting. Mr. Lambe replaces
Mark Dugan.

March
Westfield

Taxes would increase about $194
per average home under a budget pre-
sented by board of education Business
Administrator Dana Sullivan. The to-
tal budget would climb to $106.1 mil-
lion, with operating expenses of $100.6
million.

The town council introduced an
amended ordinance that would repeal
the limitations set upon liquor license
holders. The ordinance had limited
establishments who hold liquor li-
censes to conduct no more than 25
percent of their licensed operation on
a floor above the first level of a build-
ing. The amendment would remove
that limitation.

Plans to refurbish and repurpose the
athletic facilities at Tamaques Park
include replacement of two existing
grass fields with synthetic turf, new
basketball courts and repurposing the
existing courts as an area for addi-
tional parking spaces. The estimated
cost for refurbishing the turf fields
would be about $2.5 million construc-
tion costs for the basketball courts
about $161,234.

The town council introduced
$41,221,091 budget. Municipal taxes
will increase 1.73 percent or $1.5 mil-
lion. The average assessed home of
$180,300 would see an increase of
about $50.

Cranford
Board of Education Business Ad-

ministrator Robert Carfagno intro-
duced the preliminary school budget
of $63,254,728 with $53,971,870 to
be raised in taxes. The spending plan
represents an increase of $2,009,396
in taxes over 2015.

The township committee introduced
$36.7-million budget with $22.5 mil-
lion to be raised from local taxes, a
jump of $550,136 over 2015.

The board of education passed a
resolution calling on state officials to
increase the amount of state aid pro-
vided to the school district. State edu-
cation aid to Cranford this year will
total $2.8 million, up nearly $56,000
over last year but still well below the
2009-2010 peak of $3.8 million.

Garwood
A divided borough council voted to

halt health insurance benefits for Coun-
cil President Lou Petruzzelli, making
the decision after more than two months
of debate.

Angelo and Sandro Villaraut, who
were granted an exemption from the
single-family zone from the board
nearly two years ago to build the town
homes at the north end of Walnut Street
on Fourth Avenue, notified neighbors
of their plans to re-present the pro-
posal to the planning board. The prop-

Merry Christmas
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erty is located 484 Fourth Avenue,
known around Garwood as the “Hidi”
property.

The board of education tentatively
approved a $8,975,399 budget with a
with a total tax levy of $8.025 million.
The spending plan includes $518,400
for debt payments and is $326,541
more than last year. The owner of a
home assessed at $100,000 would pay
$217 over the previous year.

Mayor Charles Lombardo issued a
veto to strike down an ordinance that
would have eliminated health insur-
ance coverage for Council President
Lou Petruzzelli.

Mountainside
Mayor Paul N. Mirabelli presented

a preliminary analysis of the pro-
posed municipal 2016 of $8.5 mil-
lion, a total increase of around $84,000
over last year or $24.72 per average
household.

Residents of the lower portion of
Deer Park and Cedar Road provided
vivid accounts of having to place
sand bags on their property to try and
contain the damage caused by over-
flowing storm sewers during several
recent storms.

Homeowners complained to the
borough council that the recently
opened Echo Tap Tavern, located at
1079 Route 22 East, does not appear
to have sufficient onsite parking and,
as a result, many patrons are parking
on nearby residential streets.

The board of education’s tentative
budget will likely result in a $70, or
1.3 percent, tax increase on the aver-
age assessed home in the borough.
The total budget for the schools in the
district is $18,758,030.

The board of adjustment began
hearings for an application by Alpine
at Mountainside, LLC for a 30-unit
age restricted townhouse develop-
ment at 1490-1496 Route 22 west.

Scotch Plains
The board of education unanimously

approved expenditures for staffing and
supplies for full-day kindergarten for
the 2016-2017 school year.

The board also approved a pro-
posal to institute high-school field
hockey on a pay-to-play basis, pav-
ing the way for the sport to make a
comeback after a 25-year hiatus. The
team was disbanded in the early 1990s
due to a lack of players interested in
joining the team.

Brian Mahoney wrapped up his 30-
year law enforcement career — the
last 10 plus years as police chief. He
started his career with the Westfield
Police Department in early 1986.
Township Manager Al Mirabella said

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Captain Ted Conley, a 19-year vet-
eran of the department, would be in
charge of all operations of the police
department “for now,” but that he was
planning to conduct a study of the
department’s operations.

The zoning board of adjustment
wrapped up 10 months of hearings by
unanimously rejecting an application
to build a 5,000-square-foot Wawa
convenience store and gas station on
the former home of Sanguiliano Gar-
den Center on eastbound Route 22.

The board of education will hold a
public hearing before a final vote on
a school budget of $91.39 million
that will be financed with property
tax increases of 2.52 percent for
Scotch Plains and 5.85 percent for
Fanwood.

Mayor Kevin Glover described the
proposed $24.8-million municipal
budget, which will feature a one-point
cut in the municipal portion of local
property tax bills, as “historic” and a
“testament to the fine work we’ve
done” in managing the township’s
finances. A total of $14.6 million
would be raised in taxes.

Parks and Recreation Director Ray
Poerio left his position after 15 years
to become business administrator in
the Borough of Oceanport.

The board of education approved a
motion authorizing water testing on
water fountains and food preparation
water at all eight schools in the dis-
trict. The testing is estimated to cost
around $32,000 and comes amid a
recent water quality crises that began
with the detection of dangerous
amounts of lead in the Flint, Mich.
water system and similar water con-
tamination in the Newark schools.

Fanwood
The borough council introduced a

$9.95-million municipal budget with
a tax levy of $6.1 million that is a 1.6-
percent increase over last year. If
passed, the average assessed home of
$87,000 will see a $40 increase this
year. The total spending plan is
$468,000 over 2015.

Union County
New Jersey’s new speedy trial and

bail law is expected to cost the county
$1 million initially to set up and an-
other $1.8 million in 2017 when the
law goes into effect. The new law will
change the state’s system from one of
monetary bail for complaint warrants
to one focusing on the risk or the
danger individuals pose to the com-
munity.

The county unveiled a $508-mil-
lion executive budget which calls for
$346 million to be raised in property

taxes, an increase of $11 million over
the previous year.

Regional
The Raritan Valley Rail Coalition

continued its push for a cost analysis
study for increased one-seat service.

NJ Transit reached a tentative
agreement with 11 unions on a Friday
night, averting a transit strike that
would have shut rail service into New
York City for over 100,000 commut-
ers, including those riding the Raritan
Valley Line. The last NJ Transit strike
was in March 1983.

The Rahway Valley Sewerage Au-
thority (RVSA) tabled a $19,600 pen-
alty resolution for excess flow from
Scotch Plains.

April
Westfield

After the town council amended
the town’s land use ordinance late last
year that created a new transit-ori-
ented zone on West Broad Street that
would permit multi-family housing
and affordable housing, the apart-
ment complex planned for the corner
of West Broad Street and Rahway
Avenue was approved by the plan-
ning board.

Construction to rebuild the store
that housed Trader Joe’s on Elm Street
was scheduled to begin in mid-to-late
May. The building’s roof collapsed
and three walls buckled on January 23
during the height of winter storm Jonas
which two feet of snow in the area.

Second Ward Councilwoman Vicki
Kimmins resigned from her town
council seat after serving for 11 years
on the governing body after accept-
ing a job promotion out of state.

The board of education adopted a
school budget of $106,137,581, with
$96.9 million to be raised in taxes.

Board of Education member Mitch
Slater announced his resignation, ef-
fective in June, due to job-related
projects. Mr. Slater’s term.

A total of $94.2 million in taxes
will support the operating budget.
Other revenue includes $4 million in
state aid. The average assessed home
will see an increase of $194 for school
taxes to $9,438, a 2.1-percent in-
crease over last year.

Cranford
Township Commissioner Mary

O’Connor, who serves as deputy
mayor, filed for a second term on the
committee. Her running mate, John
Mallon, recently joined the commit-
tee to fill a committee vacancy. They
will face Democrats Ann M. Dooley
and James Kent Lucas in the General
Election.

Restaurants in the township would
be required to obtain food handler
certificates and have their grease traps
cleaned and maintained by a certified
company and logged under ordi-
nances introduced by the township
committee following the recommen-
dation of Health Officer Megan
Avallone of the Westfield Regional
Health Department. Right now own-
ers can choose to empty the grease
traps themselves and haul it away.

The state appellate court denied
two appeals set forth by the township
in its attempts to stop the develop-
ment of Birchwood Avenue in an area
the township deems a “floodway.”

School officials presented a school
budget of $63,254,728 of  which
$60,819,056 is for operating ex-
penses. The total tax levy is
$53,971,870, an increase is
$1,679,463 over the previous year.

Garwood
Democrat newcomers Jennifer

Blumenstock, vice-president of the
Cranford Parent-Teacher Association

(PTA), and Marc Lazarow, a middle-
school language arts teacher in
Westfield, were selected by the local
party for seats on the borough council.
They will face two-term incumbent
Republican James Mathieu, the chair-
man of the local GOP committee, and
council candidate Tony Morales.

The board of education voted to
extend its lease of Washington El-
ementary School to the Westfield Area
‘Y’ for five years. The new contract
extends through June 20, 2021, to
allow the ‘Y’ to use the facility for
early childhood care.

The planning board voted to send a
redevelopment plan to the borough
council that includes a four-story, 315-
apartment complex for the largely
abandoned Casale Manufacturing and
Petro Plastics industrial sites on South
Avenue.

Mayor Charles Lombardo cast a
tie-breaking vote to approve a $7.9-
million budget that includes a $93 tax
increase on the average homeowner.

Mountainside
Mountainside Councilmen Glenn

Mortimer and Rene Dierkes sought
re-election. No Democrats filed for
borough council.

The borough council voiced its sup-
port for the board of health’s investi-
gation into drafting an ordinance that
would increase the age to purchase
tobacco to 21 in the borough.

Residents will see an average tax
increase of $24.72 per home — the
lowest since 2001 — under an $12.5-
million budget adopted by borough
council. The total amount to be raised
in taxes is $8.5 million.

Scotch Plains
Democratic incumbent Kevin

Glover sought a second term as mayor.
His running mate for township coun-
cil is Luisa Bianco, who previously
ran for council in 2014. Mayor Glover
will face Republican Al Smith, chair-
man of the Scotch Plains Republican
Committee. Mr. Smith is joined on
the GOP ticket by council candidate
Theodore Spera.

The township council unanimously
passed a municipal budget that in-
cludes a one-point reduction in the
local property tax rate, and also intro-
duced four capital bond ordinances,
the prospects for passage of which
next month appear to be improved.
The $24,837,031 spending plan for
this year will be financed by $14.6
million in property taxes, $50,000
lower than last year, while overall
spending is up $190,000.

The township council gave final
approval to an ordinance intended to
tighten compliance with and enforce-
ment of the property maintenance code.

The zoning board of adjustment
gave its approval to an application to
build a gasoline station and conve-
nience store at the corner of North
and Hetfield Avenues.

Fanwood
Kathy Mitchell and Tom Kranz,

both Democrats, filed for re-election
to the borough council.

The Station Square project on La
Grande Avenue and Second Street
was altered to include seven “afford-
able housing” apartments as part of a
larger 35-unit complex.

The borough council introduced
an ordinance that would revise the
redevelopment area, bounded by
South Avenue, Martine Avenue, La
Grande Avenue and Second Street,
formerly the Dean Oil site, to allow
for more density to meet the afford-
able housing obligation.

Union County
Democratic incumbent Union

County Freeholders Linda Carter,
Bette Jane Kowalski and Sergio
Granados sought re-election. They
faced a Primary challenge from Hugh
Campbell and Daniel Cotayo, run-
ning under the banner “Democrats
for Progress,” and David Robinson
of Springfield and David L. Jensen of
Elizabeth. Republicans filing for seats
are Glenn Gelband, Justin Berzosa,
and Joseph Aubourg.

County Republicans gave the party
line for president on the June 7 Pri-
mary ballot to Ohio Governor John
Kasich after he narrowly defeated
Donald Trump in the second round of
voting at the Union County GOP Con-
vention at Kean University.

Region
Republican incumbent Rep.

Leonard Lance filed for a fifth term to
represent the Seventh Congressional
District. He was being opposed once
again in the Primary by conservative
David Larsen as well as Craig Heard,
a businessman from Morris County.
Peter Jacob and Chris Faraone, both
residents of Union, filed for the Demo-
crats.

In the 12th District, which includes
Fanwood and most of Scotch Plains,
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
sought a second term. Also filing for
the Democrats was Alexander J.
Kucsma of Somerset County. Steve
Uccio of Mercer County filed for the
Republican Party.

May
Westfield

Ken Donnelly, chosen by the
Westfield Republican committee to
fill the second ward town council seat
vacated by the resignation of Vicki
Kimmins, was sworn into office.

Ferraro’s South was granted ap-
proval by the planning board to add a
100-square-foot addition to the back
of its take-out and catering operation
on Elmer Street.

Battalion Chief Anthony Tiller was
appointed as fire official for the
Westfield Fire Department. Battalion
Chief Robert Buccino, who was the
fire official, is retiring after serving
over 25 years.

Fujiyama Mama, a restaurant lo-
cated on South Avenue, was permit-
ted to transfer its liquor license to
new owner, 341 Westfield Corp.

Cranford
The site plan proposal for a contro-

versial mixed-use building that would
replace the abandoned Lehigh’s Auto
Repair on Centennial Avenue was
approved by the board of adjustment.

Attempted murder and other
charges against a Cranford woman
accused of setting fire to her SUV and
trying to kill her twin children two-
and-a-half years ago were dismissed
by a state Superior Court judge this
week. Narcissa Zuber was deemed
not competent to stand trial, thus end-
ing the case.

The township committee intro-
duced a $3.77-million capital budge
for roadwork; handicapped ramps and
sidewalks and curb replacements,
storm sewer improvements, improve-
ments to public buildings, new ve-
hicles for the Department of Public
Works, turnout gear and self-con-
tained breathing apparatus for the fire
department, a truck and defibrillators
for the police department, and a se-
nior bus for the Parks and Recreation
Department.

It was standing-room only in the
Lincoln School Gymnasium as the
board of education was forced to ad-
dress protests related to the termina-
tion of Cranford High School (CHS)
Principal Kathleen McCabe.

The final approval of a proposed
Quick Chek convenience store and
gas station on North Avenue was de-
layed due to issues brought up by the
board of adjustment. The application
calls for the store to be built at 370
North Avenue at the site of an unoc-
cupied industrial building.

Garwood
The board of education formally

approved a nearly $9-million budget,
a 3.7-percent increase over the previ-
ous year, which will include a $51 tax
increase on the average home.

The borough council approved a
$445,000 bond ordinance for new
street repairs.

Mountainside
Proposed parking restrictions on a

274-foot section of Mill Lane stretch-
ing from U.S. Route 22 drew con-
cerns from several residents, who also
complained about safety issues from
the recently opened Echo Tap restau-
rant in the area.

The “groundwork was in place” for
a new send-receive agreement for
Mountainside students to attend Gov-
ernor Livingston High School in Ber-
keley Heights.

The board of adjustment gave final
approval for the construction for a
six-building complex on the wooded
lots at 1490-1496 Route 22 West af-
ter a passionate, nearly three-and-a-
half-hour hearing. It was the third
hearing on the Alpine at Mountain-
side, LLC, application.

Scotch Plains
With several nearby towns facing a

state-ordered property revaluation,
the township council was warned that
a similar move in Scotch Plains, which
could cost in excess of $800,000, is
inevitable. The last revaluation was
performed in 1984.

The board of education listened for
more than an hour as residents, par-
ents and several school-age children
questioned the wisdom of the pro-
posed parking lot between Park
Middle School and School One that
school officials say is needed to ac-
commodate the growing number of
teachers and other employees at the
middle school.

The township council gave final
approval to four capital bond ordi-
nances totaling more than $4.2 mil-
lion that will finance a variety of
equipment and vehicle purchases,
downtown business district improve-
ments, park upgrades, a new heating
and air-conditioning system for the
library and the remainder of interior
and exterior upgrades at the Shady
Rest Clubhouse at the Scotch Hills
Country Club.

With the township council passing a
capital bond ordinance earmarking
$270,000 for improvements to the
Revolutionary War-era Frazee House,
leaders of the effort to restore the his-
toric home feel that the time is nearing
for actual reconstruction to begin.

Fanwood
The contractor for the Forest Road

Park skate park was instructed to re-
place the concrete slap so the park
could open in July.

The borough council announced it
will switch to a curbside recycling
program as of the fall by contracting
with the Plainfield Municipal Utili-
ties Authority (PMUA).

Union County
The Union County freeholders

awarded a total of $1.5-million in
infrastructure grants to all 21 towns.

The Freeholders adopted a $505.6-
million budget with $345.3 million to
be raised in county taxes, a $9.9-
million increase over last year.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PLAY BALL!…After the long winter, it was finally time to "Play Ball!" at
LaGrande Park at the opening ceremonies for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Youth
Baseball League, where several hundred players of all ages marched onto the field.

Photo courtesy of Brian Horton
MAYOR MAHR…Colleen Mahr is sworn in as mayor of Fanwood for the fourth
time on New Year’s Day, taking the oath of office from U.S. Rep. Bonnie Watson
Coleman (D-12th).

Courtesy of Brian Horton
ALL IN THE FAMILY…Erin McElroy-Barker, center, is sworn in as the newest
member of the Fanwood Borough Council  by state Senator Nicholas Scutari (D-
22nd, Linden), left, and is surrounded by her husband, Doug Barker; sons, Connor
and Kieran, and parents, Sue and Jerry McElroy.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MADAM DEPUTY MAYOR…Scotch Plains Mayor Kevin Glover congratulates
Councilwoman Rose Checcio on her nomination as deputy mayor for 2016 at the
Scotch Plains Township Council’s reorganization meeting in January.

January 7, 2016

April 21, 2016

January 7, 2016
January 7, 2016

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
WHAT MOTHER NATURE STARTED…Demolition workers finish by begin-
ning to tear down Trader Joe’s supermarket. The store suffered massive struc-
tural damage, including a collapsed roof, from accumulated snow in January’s
blizzard.
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The Laser Dental Group P.C.

 301 Lenox Avenue 1205 Coolidge Avenue
 Westfield, NJ 07090 Union, NJ 07083
 908-232-2136 908-686-2080

www.thelaserdentalgroup.com

Dental implants have been known to exist for more than 2000 years according to
historians. Earliest known implants took the form of carved stones evolving to carved
ivory, casted metal and eventually into titanium placed in place of the extracted tooth,
drilled screwed or hammered into place.  Modern day dental implants were pioneered
by a Swedish professor Per-Ingvar Branemark in the early 1980’s, and are surgically
placed in the jaw. They are known as endosseous or root-form implants made of titanium.
Once placed, they become fused to the bone, and the implant fixture or fixtures can be
used to restore a tooth, several teeth or all the teeth by either, cementing, attaching by
screws, or having a detachable appliance that snaps into place. There are several
components and instruments needed in order to restore a dental implant fixture.

There is no denying the fact that implants are successful and last many years when
properly maintained by your dentist.  Because of their success, new implant companies
are sprouting up all over the world with new companies appearing on the horizon every
year! Just like in the auto industry, each company has different parts, sets of instruments
and tools in order to “work” on their product.  However, just like any other industry,
implant companies do fail and go out of business. So these “specials” that you see
advertised may not end up to be such a good bargain given the test of time.

So what makes a good implant system? A long track record is one criterion to use.
Another gauge is worldwide appeal and availability. Regional and smaller companies
have good clinical success also, but due to lack of acceptance, they may not survive,
and their components and instrumentation would become difficult or impossible to obtain
should problems arise. Successful implant companies can be found worldwide and
have other companies copying their design. This makes componentry and
instrumentation more readily available.

Patients that have artificial joints usually get a document that informs them the
manufacturer, lot and reference number to what have been placed. This valuable
information will allow another physician anywhere in the world to treat this patient should
a problem or defects arise.

Dental implant fixtures should be treated in the same manner. A document should be
provided to you by the treating dentist that specifies which company, type, size, reference,
and lot number of the dental implant placed. Granted that few problems occur with
dental implants, but should something occur, any dentist with the proper information
anywhere in the world would be able to obtain the necessary componentry and
instrumentation to treat you.

Be informed. Discuss with your dentist what system would be best for you. Obtain proper
documentation to what implant has been placed. Unlike an automobile, when it gets old
and breaks down, you cannot just go out and trade it in for a new one. Once an implant
fixture fuses to the bone, it would be difficult to remove and replace with a different
fixture. Being able to obtain the necessary parts and instruments to treat them is vital.

Not all dental implants are the same

Peter Louie, D.M.D.
General  Dentistry
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BRING RESULTS

Council Passes Flurry Of
End-of-Year Ordinances

Planning Bd. Denies Appeal
For Paved Parking Lot

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — The planning
board, at its meeting on December
14, denied the appeal of DJB Hold-
ings, LLC regarding a paved parking
lot. The property, located at 3 Lincoln
Avenue, was purchased by David
Busch, doing business as DJB Hold-
ings, LLC in 2014 for use as an auto-
motive repair facility.

Dwayne Augustine, counsel repre-
senting DJB, LLC, addressed the
board asking them to overturn their
decision to deny the applicant the
ability to repave the parking lot at his
business. “We are allowed to repair,
as long as we don’t change anything,”
Mr. Augustine said. He told the board
that the “lot is in disrepair” and that
his client just wants to “take up pave-
ment destroyed over the years.”

“This is not a case on non-con-
forming use,” Board Attorney Donald
Fraser, Jr. said. “You are here on an
appeal.”

Garwood Zoning Code Official
Victor Vinegra told the board that Mr.
Busch applied for a permit to fix the
broken asphalt and gravel by the door
of his business on October 21, 2015
and that the application was to resur-
face the lot. Mr. Vinegra stated that he
“drives by the business every day on
the way to work” and that he noticed
that large areas of concrete were be-
ing poured and formed with forms
going all the way to the curb. “There
was 50 feet of solid concrete,” Mr.
Vinegra said. “You cannot pour con-
crete in a right-of-way.”

Mr. Busch was issued several ci-
tations by the zoning board, which
are still pending. “You cannot sheet-
grade concrete,” Mr. Vinegra stated.
“They had no site plan, no buffer,
no ordinance. That is why they are
in court.”

Mr. Vinegra told the board that the
area is in a flood plain and that the
applicant needed to consider storm
water control and flood damage pre-
vention before any paving was done.

“Storm water was going to flow
over the sidewalk. It would be a con-
siderable amount of water,” he said
noting ice that would form in winter
as an issue.

He continued stating that the zon-
ing certificate did not show enough
detail and that he “stopped by the site
three times to ask what he was doing”
before Mr. Busch was asked to stop
work on the paving project. “It [zon-
ing certificate] was incomplete. I
didn’t deny it, but I didn’t approve it,”
Mr. Vinegra said.

Mr. Augustine called Gerard Busch,
owner of Innovative Designs, LLC,
and the contractor hired by his brother
to do the paving at the site, as a
witness. Mr. G. Busch stated that he
had “some paving experience” and
had overseen the paving of parking
lots and structures saying “concrete
is basically concrete.”

Mr. G. Busch stated that the intent
was to “replace the concrete slabs
that were broken and fix it so it looks
better.”

“When you remove what is there, it
is called reconstructuring. There are
no plans for a reconstructuring,” Mr.
Vinegra replied.

Board member Bill Nierstedt ad-
dressed the applicant and said he was
going to change the direction of the
discussion. “You have the most vis-
ible property when you come into
Garwood,” Mr. Nierstedt said. “I want
you to improve it.”

Mr. Nierstedt noted that the prior
property owner used the property for
industrial use and that an automotive
repair shop “is a change of use that
automatically triggers a need for a
site plan review.”

“I totally agree,” Planning Board
Chairman Stephen Greet stated. “We
absolutely need to see improvement
to this property, but you need a site
plan.”

Mr. Nierstedt asked Mr. August-
ine if he would like to reconsider
and withdraw his appeal and take
the recommendation of the board to
submit a site plan and after a brief
consultation with his client, he
agreed.

“My client is a young business
man and he wants to improve his
property both from his perspective,
pride in ownership and to draw in
more business,” Mr. Augustine told
the board.

Mr. D. Busch then addressed the
board stating that the property was a
“diamond in the rough” and that he
has always been working towards im-
proving the property. “I am trying to
make it better for everyone.”

“We look forward to having you
back and having you do the right
thing,” Mr. Nierstedt said.

In other business, the board ap-
proved the payment of $3,750 for
additional costs incurred in the South
Avenue redevelopment project. Mr.
Greet reported that the funds were not
in escrow, but would be reimbursed
by the county.

The next meeting on the planning
board is Wednesday, January 11, at
7:30 p.m. at the municipal building.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — At its final
meeting of the year last week, the
township council approved a slew of
ordinances related to parking and traf-
fic, the downtown business district
and other matters.

One ordinance calls for newly-
constructed commercial buildings
located downtown and on Route 22
to have at least 75 percent of their
front windows free of signage and
50 percent for rear facades. A sepa-
rate ordinance will raise the height
limitations allowed for any new
buildings in the business district to
40 feet and also extend that limita-
tion to new apartments and town
homes.

Another ordinance will result in 10
new stop signs being placed at what
Police Chief Ted Conley described
last month as “interior streets” lo-
cated away from primary thorough-
fares but still in areas where traffic
safety is a concern. The signs will be
placed on Sterling Place where it
meets Birch Street; on School Place
where it meets Church Avenue; on
Homestead Terrace where it meets
Muir Terrace; on Ascot Road where it
meets Edgewood Terrace; on Allwood
Road where it meets Marlboro Road;
on Maple Hill Road where it meets
White Oak Road; on White Oak Road
where it meets Hill Top Road; on
Argyll Court where it meets High-
lander Drive; on Johnston Street
where it meets Jerusalem Road; and

on Crestwood Road West where it
meets Crestwood Road.

A second police department-backed
ordinance prohibits parking on Mon-
day mornings between 7 a.m. and 9
a.m. on East Second Street and a
portion of Westfield Avenue between
park Avenue and Forest Road so that
street-sweeping can take place. A third
traffic ordinance will prohibit right
turns by southbound traffic on Hetfield
Avenue onto westbound Aldene Road
between 7 a.m. and 9 a.m. on week-
days.

Also included in the blitz of ap-
proved ordinances was one to allow
propane-tank filling and exchange
stations in town and another that re-
vises the local fence ordinance to
mandate that any new fencing on a
property have its “good side” facing
outward toward neighbors’ proper-
ties.

A proposed ordinance that, among
other things, sets out permissible
signage for downtown businesses as
part of the effort to bolster business
district revitalization was tabled until
further discussion next year due to
some concerns over LED signs and
their permitted uses.

The council’s annual reorganization
meeting will be held at noon on Sun-
day, January 1 at the municipal build-
ing. Republican Alexander Smith will
be sworn in as mayor and his running-
mate Ted Spera will join the governing
body, thus giving the Republicans a 3-
to-2 council majority after two years
of Democratic control.

LEADER IN LONDON... Current and former Westfield residents gathered in
London,  England for the wedding of Gemma O'Toole, the daughter of Pam and
Chris O'Toole of Westfield, on December 10th. Pictured are Aleta and Paul Zoidis,
Eliane and Bob Panza, Stephen and Carolyn Cutler, Paula and Mike Morgan,
Pam and Chris O'Toole, Gina Vild, and Tom and Gail Sloan. The picture was
taken at the historic Lansdowne Club where the initial discussions were held that
led up to the Treaty of Paris.

WESTFIELD AREA YMCA  
220 Clark St., Westfield  908-233-2700  westfieldynj.org        westfieldareay 
Strengthening the communities of Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield since 1923.   
Financial assistance is available.  

BUILD MORE 

THAN MUSCLE. 
 

 

 

When you join the Y, you commit to more than becoming healthier.  

You build relationships and strengthen your community.  Exercise 

your heart in more ways than one.  The Y.™  For a better us.™  

MEMBERSHIP SPECIAL  

No Joiner’s Fee Now - January 7, 2017 ($100 value!) 

NEW YEAR’S DAY  
10:00AM-4:00PM  

¶ Try the Y … bring a friend! 

¶ First 500 people receive a FREE gift  

¶ FREE Noon TRX® class 
(limited to 12 participants) 

¶ Personal Training Special  
25% off one package of 5 or more sessions 

OPEN HOUSES 

Saturday, January 7  

¶ Health & Wellness--Try the Y! 

¶ Summer Day Camp 

¶ Child Care Education 

¶ Dance Academy  

¶ Tae Kwon Do  

See our website for specials, details and locations. 

BOE Awards Final Part of
Infrastructure Improvements

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The board
of education on Monday night unani-
mously  awarded a $1.6-million con-
tract to DeSesa Mechanical of
Livingston for the final phase of in-
frastructure improvements which vot-
ers approved via a $12.3-million pub-
lic referendum in 2014.

The company will be installing new
heating, ventilation, and air condi-
tioning systems in Mountainside
schools.

The board also voted to approve
the appointment of Theresa Brown as
a school psychologist, and to accept
the resignation of fifth-grade teacher
Katlin Elliot, and to appoint Ellie
Barkin, to the stipend position of tech-
nology club advisor.

Several board members com-
mended the students and the music
teachers for their winter concerts held

December 6 and 7 and the Deerfield
School’s winter chorus and band con-
cert, which was held December 8th
and included a performance by the
school’s jazz band.

In other business, Ms. Lubarsky
distributed advance copies of the
newly redesigned district newsletter,
the Mountainside Messenger. The
newsletter now includes color photo-
graphs, a more “user friendly” for-
mat, and detailed articles on revi-
sions to school curriculum, newly
hired staff, and upcoming events and
meetings of interest to parents and the
public including a report on the up-
coming virtual reality tour which in-
cluded a Skype teleconference with a
United Kingdom based professor who
is duplicating the route Vikings trav-
eled in the 1400s.

The board will conduct its reorga-
nization meeting on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 24.

Police Help Extinguish
Laundry Room Fire

MOUNTAINSIDE — Three
Mountainside police officers have
been credited with helping to extin-
guish a laundry room fire in a home
on Hedge Row on December 12th.

Police Sergeant Michael Jackson,
Corporal Jeffrey Stinner, and Patrol-
man Andrew Yasinski were dispatched
to the scene of a report that the laun-
dry room in the home “was engulfed
in flames.”

“Immediately the three police of-
ficers went to work to extinguish the
blaze using fire extinguishers from
their patrol vehicles and a garden
hose from the home,” according to a
police department press release from

Police Lieutenant Joseph Giannuzzi.
“There is no doubt that the quick

response and efforts of these officers
helped to slow the advance of the fire
and nearly extinguish it prior to the
arrival of the fire department units.”
The rescue squad also responded to
the scene.

 An investigation revealed that the
likely cause of the blaze was the
home’s clothes dryer.

The home sustained electrical wir-
ing and smoke damage throughout
the structure forcing the home’s oc-
cupants to seek shelter elsewhere. No
injuries were reported to either the
occupants or responding personnel.

Paint Disposal Bill OK’d By State Assembly Panel
TRENTON – Legislation (A-1373)

to require every producer of architec-
tural paint sold in the state to imple-
ment, or participate in a statewide
architectural paint stewardship pro-
gram cleared the Assembly Environ-
ment and Solid Waste Committee on
Monday.

Only five of the 21 counties in New
Jersey accept latex paint for recy-
cling and proper disposal, according

to Assembly Majority Office.
The bill would require any plan by

architectural paint producers to pro-
vide for convenient and available
statewide collection programs and
collection site locations – such that
at least 90 percent of state residents
have a permanent collection site
within 15 miles of their residence.

Within one year after the date of
enactment of the bill, every producer of
architectural paint or any representa-
tive organization established under the
bill would be directed to prepare and
submit for approval a plan for architec-
tural paint stewardship program.

The bill will now go to the Assem-
bly Speaker for further consideration.
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DISCOUNTS  Available On:
•Mixed Cases of Spirits  
•Mixed Cases of Wine

(Excluding Sale Items)
Where available, check local store for details.

 SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI    SAT

  18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
 25 26 27 28 29 30 31
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
 8 9 10

DECEMBER 2016/ JANUARY 2017

PRICES EFFECTIVE: 12/18/16-1/10/17

               ShopRiteWines &  Spirits 
               ShopRiteWines &  Spirits 

• BLUE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17999

• RED . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3299

• DOUBLE BLACK . . . . . 4799

Scotch Single Malt Scotch   ALL 750 ML

�e Glenlivet
NADURRA
16 YR OLD 8299
15 YR OLD
FRENCH
OAK 6999
12 YEAR 
OLD 4199

Johnnie Walker

Black Label

5999
1.75 L 2999

750 ML

1 LITER

1.75 L

750 ML

ALL STORES OPEN SUN.
For the address of the store nearest to you please call... 1-800-SHOPRITE

Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Lincoln Park, 60 Beaverbrook Rd., Lincoln Park, N.J. ShopRite WINES & SPIRITS STORES ARE INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
AND NOT A CHAIN. PRICES AND PRODUCTS FEATURED MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AFFILIATED STORES. Prices effective Wed., Dec. 18 thru Tues., Jan. 10, 2017. We reserve the right

to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of errors, the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. All cases sold containing single type only. MOST STORES ACCEPT:
Debit
CardsVisit us online at... shoprite.com/winesandspirits

Discounts
Available On:

(EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS)

Mixed
Cases

of Spirits

Mixed
Cases

of Wine

Corbett Canyon
ALL TYPES

799
1.5 L

Beringer
CALIFORNIA CLASSICS

999
1.5 L

Jacob’s Creek
ALL TYPES

1199
1.5 L

Meiomi
Pinot Noir

1999
750 ML

Ruffino
• CHIANTI RISERVA DUCALE 

GOLD GRAN SELEZIONE . . . . . . . . . 3199

• CHIANTI RISERVA DUCALE TAN. . . . 1999

• CHIANTI SUPERIORE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 999

ALL 750 ML

Cavit
PINOT GRIGIO

1399
1.5 L

Dom
Perignon

14999
750ML

750 ML

Santa Margherita
Pinot Grigio

2099

Silver Oak
ALEXANDER VALLEY

CABERNET SAUVIGNON
2012

6999
750 ML

Moet & 
Chandon

IMPERIAL NV

3999
750ML

Veuve 
Clicquot

BRUT

4599
Korbel

BRUT, ROSÉ, X-DRY

1199
750ML 750ML

Celebrate!Celebrate!
A Time to...

7999

Johnnie Walker
Coection

4-PACK, CONTAINS 4-200 ML BTLS

Bourbon Features...Bourbon Features...

Cognac
ALL 750 ML

• Remy Martin
 VSOP . . . . . . . . . . . 3999

• Camus
 VSOP . . . . . . . . . . . 3999

• Camus
 VS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2699

Grey Goose
Vodka

2899

The
Macallan

12-YEAR OLD

5299

THE PERFECT GIFT

750 ML

750 ML

750 ML

Patrón
Silver

3999

Maker’s
Mark 46  3999

750 ML

Knob Creek
Single Barrel  4299

750 ML

Gentleman
Jack  2999

750 ML

Bulleit Bourbon
or Rye  2799

750 ML

Basil Hayden’s
BOURBON

3999
750 ML

Jack Daniel’s
BLACK, HONEY OR FIRE

4499
1.75 L

1 OF EACH PICTURED

Smirnoff 80
Vodka
REG. OR FLAVORS

1999
1.75 L

Absolut
Vodka

REG. 80 PROOF

2999
1.75 L

Tanqueray
Gin
IMPORTED

3499
1.75 L

Captain
Morgan

SPICED RUM

2599
1.75 L

Crown
Royal

ORIGINAL OR FLAVORS

2699
750 ML

Jameson
Irish
WHISKEY

4999
1.75 L

Fireball
CINNAMON

WHISKY

2799
1.75 L

Bailey’s 
Original

IRISH CREAM

2199
750 ML

Tito’s
Vodka

2999
1.75 L

Romana
Sambuca

REG. OR BLACK

2499
750 ML

Chivas Regal Scotch

 5899
1.75 L

Mail-In 
Rebate
Available

$10

THE ITEMS BELOW 
ARE ON SALE!Sunrise Cellars 

the Wine Department at ShopRite 
Wines and Spirits of Westfield

VISIT OUR 
TEMPERATURE 
CONTROLLED  
WINE CELLAR Debit

Cards

333 South Ave. East, Westfield, NJ • (908) 232-8700

Serve Up a Little Holiday Cheer!
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Diction Deception

’Twas the Night Before Christmas,
Account of a Visit from St. Nicholas

Major Henry Livingston, Jr. (1748-1828)

’Twas the night before Christmas,
when all through the house, Not a
creature was stirring, not even a
mouse; The stockings were hung by
the chimney with care, In hopes that
St. Nicholas soon would be there;

The children were nestled all snug
in their beds, While visions of sugar-
plums danced in their heads; And
mamma in her ‘kerchief, and I
in my cap, Had just settled
down for a long winter’s nap,

When out on the lawn
there arose such a clatter, I
sprang from the bed to see
what was the matter. Away
to the window I flew like
a flash, Tore open the shut-
ters and threw up the sash.

The moon on the breast
of the new-fallen snow
Gave the lustre of mid-day to objects
below; When, what to my wondering
eyes should appear, But a miniature
sleigh, and eight tiny reindeer,

With a little old driver, so lively and
quick, I knew in a moment it must be
St. Nick. More rapid than eagles his
coursers they came, And he whistled,
and shouted, and called them by name;

“Now, Dasher! now, Dancer! now,
Prancer and Vixen! On, Comet! on
Cupid! on, Donder and Blitzen! To
the top of the porch! To the top of the
wall! Now dash away! Dash away!
Dash away all!”

As dry leaves that before the wild
hurricane fly, When they meet with
an obstacle, mount to the sky, So up to
the house-top the coursers they flew,
With the sleigh full of toys, and St.
Nicholas too.

And then, in a twinkling, I heard on

the roof The prancing and pawing of
each little hoof. As I drew in my hand,
and was turning around, Down the
chimney St. Nicholas came with a
bound.

He was dressed all in fur, from his
head to his foot, And his clothes were
all tarnished with ashes and soot; A

bundle of toys he had flung on his
back, And he looked like a ped-

dler just opening his pack.
His eyes — how they

twinkled! His dimples how
merry! His cheeks were like
roses, his nose like a cherry!
His droll little mouth was
drawn up like a bow, And
the beard of his chin was
as white as the snow;

The stump of a pipe he
held tight in his teeth, And

the smoke it encircled his
head like a wreath; He had a broad
face and a little round belly, That
shook, when he laughed like a bowl-
ful of jelly.

He was chubby and plump, a right
jolly old elf, And I laughed when I
saw him, in spite of myself; A wink of
his eye and a twist of his head, Soon
gave me to know I had nothing to
dread;

He spoke not a word, but went
straight to his work, And filled all the
stockings; then turned with a jerk,
And laying his finger aside of his
nose, And giving a nod, up the chim-
ney he rose;

He sprang to his sleigh, to his team
gave a whistle, And away they all
flew like the down of a thistle. But I
heard him exclaim, ere he drove out
of sight, “Happy Christmas to all, and
to all a good-night!”

Yes, Virginia, There Is a Santa Claus
Francis P. Church wrote the fol-

lowing editorial in response to a let-
ter written by Virginia O’Hanlon. The
letter was published in the New York
Sun in 1897.

* * * * *
Dear Editor,
I am 8 years old. Some of my little

friends say there is no Santa Claus.
Papa says, “If you see it in The Sun,
it’s so.” Please tell me the truth, is
there a Santa Claus?

Virginia O’Hanlon
* * * * *

Virginia, your little friends are
wrong. They have been affected by
the skepticism of a skeptical age.
They do not believe except they see.
They think that nothing can be which
is not comprehensible by their little
minds. All minds, Virginia, whether
they be men’s or children’s, are little.
In this great universe of ours, man is
a mere insect, an ant, in his intellect
as compared with the boundless world
about him, as measured by the intel-
ligence capable of grasping the whole
of truth and knowledge.

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus.
He exists as certainly as love and
generosity and devotion exist, and
you know that they abound and give
to your life its highest beauty and joy.
Alas! How dreary would be the world
if there were no Santa Claus! It would
be as dreary as if there were no
Virginias. There would be no child-
like faith then, no poetry, no romance
to make tolerable this existence. We
should have no enjoyment, except in
sense and sight. The external light
with which childhood fills the world
would be extinguished.

Not believe in Santa Claus! You
might as well not believe in fairies.
You might get your papa to hire men
to watch in all the chimneys on Christ-
mas eve to catch Santa Claus, but
even if you did not see Santa Claus
coming down, what would that prove?
Nobody sees Santa Claus, but that is
no sign that there is no Santa Claus.

The most real things in the world are
those that neither children nor men
can see. Did you ever see fairies danc-
ing on the lawn? Of course not, but
that’s no proof that they are not there.
Nobody can conceive or imagine all
the wonders there are unseen and
unseeable in the world.

You tear apart the baby’s rattle and
see what makes the noise inside, but
there is a veil covering the unseen
world which not the strongest man,
nor even the united strength of all the
strongest men that ever lived could
tear apart. Only faith, poetry, love,
romance, can push aside that curtain
and view and picture the supernatural
beauty and glory beyond. Is it all
real? Ah, Virginia, in all this world
there is nothing else real and abiding.

No Santa Claus! Thank God! He
lives and lives forever. A thousand
years from now, Virginia, nay 10 times
10,000 years from now, he will con-
tinue to make glad the heart of child-
hood.

GET OUT THE MILK

AND COOKIES

Bah, Humbug! Ebenezer Scrooge;
It’s Not the Ghosts of Christmas

Be not like Ebenezer Scrooge, with his snorting of
“Bah, Humbug,” declaring that Christmas is a fraud.
Be neither like his forlorn clerk Bob Cratchit, who is
about to be deprived of Christmas joy, no gift, no
holiday.

Should you hear all the bells in
your house ringing loudly and fear
of chains clanking while perceiv-
ing an eerie red glow, think not of
the supernatural, Marley’s – the
ghosts of Christmas Past, Christ-
mas Present and Christmas Future.

Think not of the strange voices
and sounds outside – and the bang-
ing at your door. Think not of the
winter wind howling, grating and
scratching of the boughs against your windowpanes.

Think not of the chilling draft sweeping from your
chimney. Think not of the darkness or the gusting
snow.

Think instead of your friends and family, the joy of
the season and the anticipation of ‘ol St. Nick – he’ll
plug the draft in his descent. For the chains clanking
are likely the harnesses jingling of the reindeer on
your roof, and the eerie red glow is Rudolph and his
nose – his presence made possible by the warmth of

the wintry snow. The boughs against your window-
panes are really from the inside, boughs of holly, as
part of the wonderment embodied in symbolism of
your Christmas tree.

The bells ringing at your door do not foretell of the
three ghosts; they are a harbinger
of your neighbors calling with good
cheer, laden with all the fixings for
holiday eggnog to dip your ginger-
bread man. Their voices caroling
are the sounds outside.

Be in the best of cheer this Christ-
mas season.

Leave cookies and milk for Santa.
And if you know of a Bob Cratchit,
then you know of a soul in need of

a thoughtful gift. Lend your voice to the carolers’
refrain, even though out of practice, your perfor-
mance would otherwise bring disdain.

Build a snowman; find the coal for his eyes, a top
hat and carrot for his nose.

Join the children on the block – they’ll show you
how to dream.

Be not of fear, be of good cheer.
Tis the season to be jolly.

I Tried to be Careful, Mr. Jones;
Thank You Santa for Understanding

When I was a young boy, admittedly a long time
ago, Christmastime was a time of great joy, wonder-
ment, warmth and merriment. True, Santa Claus was
on my mind. I thought I’d been good
most of the year and that Santa would
be good to me.

He’d understand that when I broke
Mr. Jones’ window with the foul ball
that it was an accident. I was sure
Santa would also understand that
when we heard the shattering glass,
there was a moment of panic. Yes, we
all ran and even thought we’d get
away with it – undiscovered.

Our mothers knew about that bro-
ken window before we even got
home. A stern lecture and direct or-
ders to go over to Mr. Jones and
confess that I did it – that’s what I
got. Mr. Jones tried to be very stern
and asked if I’d rake and weed his
garden to help pay for it. I did.

He then thanked me for owning up and asked that
I be more careful next time. I think he even smiled,
now that I look back on it.

It must have been the right thing to do because
Santa did get me the Lionel train that I had so longed
for. And next year I got the red Western Flyer

bicycle.
Christmas then was also such a

happy time of the year – everyone
smiled and wished all a Merry Christ-
mas and a Happy New Year. For a
moment at least, there was “Peace on
Earth and Goodwill Towards Men.”

I didn’t understand political cor-
rectness back then. The only thing I
believed was that “Merry Christmas”
was the warmest possible greeting
that one person could give to an-
other. It was only pure good in the
intent.

Well, after all those years, I might
have broken a few other windows
since – but I always owned up. I tried
to be careful, Mr. Jones. And thank

you Santa for understanding. I still think it’s okay to
say “Merry Christmas.”

In the warmest sense, Merry Christmas everyone
– and Happy New Year!

The first time I saw Santa Claus

Thank You For The
Kindness Shown

With the beginning of a new year
almost upon us, I am sure many of you
have the same thought I always seem to
have this time of year, “where did the
year go?” It is this thought that should
remind us that we should enjoy each
waking day. I am hopeful that each of
you can reflect upon this past year with
much happiness, gratitude and joy.

As we gather with family and friends,
to celebrate Christmas and Hanukah let
us remember those very special indi-
viduals, members of the armed services
and our first responders that will be
away from their families, working as
they always do to keep our families
safe. Let us share with them a heartfelt
message for the sacrifices they’ve made
and continue to make this holiday sea-
son and everyday on our behalf, along
with a solemn wish that they will return
safely to their loved ones.

As I write this final holiday wish to
you as your Mayor, I want to thank
you for the kindness you have shown
me and my family throughout my
term in office, and share with you our
warmest greetings and best wishes
for a Happy Hanukah, a Merry Christ-
mas and a Happy New Year.

In this season of hope, let us come
together as one people, united, with a
special wish and prayer, “Lord let
there be peace on earth and good will
toward men, and let it begin with me.”

May God bless you, always, and
may God continue to bless the United
States of America.

Mayor Kevin Glover
The Township of Scotch Plains

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Uberty – Abundance
2. Depilation – The act of or process of

removing hair from the body
3. Tzigane – A Hungarian gypsy
4. Katabasis – A retreat to the sea

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

TRIPARA
1. A woman who has borne three chil-

dren
2. Abnormal fear of germs
3. Government by three men or coali-

tion of three parties. A triumvirate
4. A ballet dancer

DEG
1. To please, charm or delight
2. To stretch or distort
3. To gnaw or chew
4. To sprinkle

TRILLACHAN
1. An active young man
2. A harem slave
3. An oyster catcher
4. A web-spinning spider

DEFLAGRATION
1. Combustion
2. A cooling or simmering
3. Punishing; chastening
4. Enlivening; ex
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Former Cranford Mayor, Re: Ending
Public Notices In Local Newspapers

A Time to Be Steady and True in
Your Values and Virtues

(1) I first served in 1988 and we
used to have two citizens at govern-
ing board meetings. But the Cranford
Chronicle was there to record and
comment for the public on commu-
nity issues, large and small. The
Chronicle was independent but the
ads we took out for events and the
funding of the public notices were a
valuable source of revenue to them
that assured local focus.

(2) As the local newspaper busi-
ness got financially pressured of
course many were assumed by larger
companies that had no interest in lo-
cal news. For example, the Cranford
Chronicle became part of the Star-
Ledger that is absolutely now worth-
less on local and regional coverage.
They have a section called County
News that will nine times out of 10 be
an article about Atlantic County. No
reporters come to meetings and the
public notices are buried.

(3) TAP and Patch have tried to be
the local voice but, like much Internet
news, it is there then gone within a
day and there is typically limited lo-
cal news reporting. The news is self-
reported by those who submit the
story whether it is correct or not.

(4) The Westfield Leader has for
Cranford become a great service with
real reporters and local focus. It re-
minds me very much of the Cranford
Chronicle that set strong standards
for independence and community
news. From a taxpayer perspective

saving on the cost of a public notice is
insignificant versus the value that the
local newspapers who also have an
Internet presence provide. Millburn
News Item, for example, is another
local source that also provides citi-
zens with detail and breath so the
community can understand local is-
sues and solutions.

Go beyond the current law:
(1) I think S-2855 should be

scrapped and replaced with broader
terms that enhance local reporting
and newspaper viability. I am not sure
what solution there is to bolster get-
ting local news to communities. Be-
sides requiring towns to pay for the
public notices maybe in addition they
pay for one page per month of local
news. I suspect I lost you there. Maybe
a tax credit to news companies for
each page of local news including
public notices provided.

(2) Maybe as a change to the cur-
rent requirement the notices be ex-
panded to include more information
about what exactly is being consid-
ered. Oftentimes, the notice is legal
speak.

(3) At the minimum, the publica-
tion of public notices should be con-
tinued, but this is a good opportunity
to improve the continued viability of
local reporting and citizen informa-
tion about their own community.

Dan Aschenbach
Cranford, former Mayor

The election is over, we have a new
president, and a new administration
is being assembled. Let’s agree all
that is settled. Moving on, then, my
curiosity is: conservative or liberal,
what kind of citizen are you, or what
kind of politician are you? If your
party lost the election, have your val-
ues changed because of blind opposi-
tion? Or maybe your party won –
then, have your values changed be-
cause of devotion to a particular leader
in power or have your values stayed
true?

I’m hoping the latter, because con-
servative values are just as important

now as ever and they needn’t change
because our leadership changes.
Think of duty, honesty, courage, char-
ity, justice, and character. Think of all
the values and virtues that are on your
own personal list. Think of the best
ways of staying true to your values
and doing the best for our country.

At this time of change and uncer-
tainty, I urge you to remember your
own true nature, think of the needs of
our country above the needs of your-
self or your party or any particular
person.

Lee McDonald
Westfield

Accident Victims

Attorney

Jon Bramnick
CERTIFIED TRIAL ATTORNEY

30 plus Years Experience

908-322-7000
www.bramnicklaw.com

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

357 South Ave, East · Westfield, NJ 
908-233-6030 · westfieldanimal.com 

Happy Holidays from your friends at 

Westfield Animal Hospital! 

Open 7 Days A Week! 
Mon-Fri 8a-8p, Sa 8a-3p & Su 9a-1p 

 $10 Off Your Next 

Office Visit 
*For existing hospital clients only.   

One coupon per client.  Cannot  

be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 1/31/2017 

FREE Exam for  

New Clients* 
*For new clients Only. One coupon 

per  client.  Cannot be combined 

with any other offer.  Expires 

1/31/2017 

Come see why we are different! 
"...Westfield Animal Hospital is a totally different 

atmosphere...So many times taking your animal to 

the vet is like going to a business. Here, it's truly 

about the animals and their humans. They're 

reasonably priced, offer boarding and day care, and 

really take the time needed to make sure both your 

pet and you thoroughly understand, and are okay 

with the course of action...Really a different 

attitude from anything I've ever seen in any 

Veterinarian practice...Thank you Westfield Animal 

Hospital." —S. Knight 

  ***  “Peace and Harmony in the coming year with warm wishes from
Christopher Academy”. , Elissa, Young, eyoung@christopheracademy.com
  ***  Al of us at Music Together of Union County wish you a very magical and
musical holiday!, Judy, Wilson, Musictogether@mtofunion.com
  ***  All here at Juxtapose Gallery would like to wish everyone a wonderful
holiday season filled with loved ones and making memories! Our sincerest
thank you for continuing the tradition of supporting Westfield’s small busi-
nesses. May you have a blessed New Year!, Danielle, D’Amico,
info@juxtaposegallery.com
  ***  All of us at John’s Meat Market wish all a healthy and happy Christmas
and New Year !!, Vincent, Losavio, primemeat02@aol.com
  ***  All of us at Music Together of Union County wish you a very magical
and musical holiday!, Judy, Wilson, Musictogether@mtofunion.com
  ***  All of us here at Westfield Community Players wishes all a very Happy
Holiday Season and a wonderful; healthy and prosperous New Year!!, Westfield,
Community Players, info@westfieldcommunityplayers.org
  ***  As the holiday season arrives; I want all of my clients to know that they
make my business not only rewarding; but enjoyable. I appreciate your trust
and confidence and I look forward to continuing to serve you in the coming
years. May your New Year be abundant with health; happiness and prosperity.
Happy Holidays! , Nadia, Brunetto, Nadia.Brunetto@bhhsnj.com
  ***  As the holiday season arrives; I’d like to take this opportunity to let you
know that it’s clients like you who make my business not only gratifying but
enjoyable! Your continued trust; support and confidence is deeply appreci-
ated. May your holidays be filled with joy; and your New Year abundant with
health; happiness and prosperity. ~ Happy Holidays! ~, Marjorie T. , Brown,
mtbrown@kw.com
  ***  Best Wishes for Peace and Joy this Holiday Season and a New Year filled
with Good Health; Happiness and Prosperity. , Denise, Maran,
Denise.Maran@bhhsnj.com
  ***  Dr. Anthony Loomis; Dr. Scott Linick and the staff at Westfield Animal
Hospital wish you and your pets a happy and healthy holiday season! See you
in 2017!, Christina, McKee, cmckee@trinitymediaconsulting.com
  ***  During the Holiday Season more than ever; our thoughts turn gratefully
to those who have made our progress possible. And in this spirit we say; simply
but sincerely: Thank You and Best Wishes for the Holiday Season and a Happy
New Year; from Anthony James Construction., Anthony, James,
antjam577@aol.com
  ***  During the Holiday Season more than ever; our thoughts turn gratefully
to those who have made our progress possible. And in this spirit we say; simply
but sincerely; Thank You and Best Wishes For the Holiday Season and a
Happy New Year! , ., Prominent Properties Sotheby’s International Realty,
william.hanley@sothebysrealty.com
  ***  During the Holiday Season more than ever; our thoughts turn gratefully
to those who have made our progress possible. We say; simply but sincerely;
Thank You and Best Wishes for the Holiday Season! Nabig & Carmen; N&C
Jewelers , Nabig, Sakr, nandcjewelers@gmail.com
  ***  During the holiday season; more than ever; our thoughts turn gratefully
to those who have made our success possible. In this spirit we say humbly and
simply; thank you; and may the joys of the season fill your home this year and
every year! The Kim Haley Team, The Kim Haley, Team, Kim@kimhaley.com
  ***  Friends; fellow townsfolk; and people throughout our world; take
courage; be peace-loving; good-hearted; and gentle. Care for one another and
for our planetary home. Value the variety of our thoughts; needs; and
perspectives. Listen. Each of us; has intrinsic worth and needs loving kindness.
Best wishes to all from Mercedes Fol-Okamoto and family., Mercedes, Fol-
Okamoto, meri.wordsworth@gmail.com
  ***  From our home to yours; The Mavins Group wishes you a holiday
wrapped in warmth and merriment and an abundance of joy and good health
in the new year., Susan, Devaney, info@themavinsgroup.com
  ***  From the Holidays to the day-to-day we wish you and yours happiness;
peace; and our very best for all that matters most; Family; friends; community;
service; and of course....the music that binds us together and tells our stories.
“May the Music Live On”-Candace & The Continuo Arts Foundation, Candace,
Wicke, candace@continuoarts.org
  ***  HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO ALL! Thank you for your unwavering loyalty
and support. I look forward to working together in the coming year. Best
Wishes to you and yours for a very happy holiday season!, Shari, Schuster,
shari.schuster@cbmoves.com
  ***  Happy Hanukkah and Merry Christmas! The Barr Family, Lauren, Barr,
edu@goleader.com
  ***  Happy Hanukkah from Temple Emanu-El of Westfield. We wish you a
Hanukkah of special warmth and beauty., Kelly, Tinkler, ktinkler@tewnj.org
  ***  Happy Holidays and Best Wishes for the New Year from the Westfield
Foundation!, Beth, Cassie, bethcassie28@gmail.com
  ***  Happy Holidays to all from the Westfield United Fund! It’s the Season
of Giving ... don’t forget to do something nice for someone in need!, Deirdre,
Gelinne, dgelinne@westfieldunitedfund.org
  ***  Happy Holidays! Stop in for a Burger and one of our signature
milkshakes! Shop Local and Have a Safe and Happy Holiday Season! -The
staff of Butcher Burgers, Butcher, Burgers, cjjfllc@gmail.com
  ***  Ho! Ho! Ho! Thank you for being good all year and for leaving me
cookies and milk., santa, claus, sclaus@npole.com
  ***  Hobbie & Hobbie; Attorneys at Law Cranford; New Jersey Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year! Be prosperous and healthy from Ed and Mark
Hobbie and Staff, Edward, Hobbie, ehobbie@verzon.net
  ***  In this most wonderful season; I wish you scrumptious food; beautiful
music; generous thoughts; and most of all the unsurpassed Joy of being with
friends and family; , Teri, Malone, terimalone@optimum.net
  ***  Joanne Womelsdorf and all the helper elves at SUPERIOR INTERIORS
DESIGN STUDIO want to sincerely thank our treasured clients for their loyal
patronage . We wish you very HAPPY & HEALTHY HOLIDAY SEASON
AND A WONDERFUL NEW YEAR !! , Joanne, Womelsdorf,
jowomelsdorf@hotmail.com
  ***  May every day of the new year glow with good cheer & happiness for you
and your family. Wishing you a wonderful holiday season and Happy New
Year. Mark Swingle and the employees of Westfield Financial Planning.,
Mark , Swingle, contact@westfieldfinancialplanning.com
  ***  May your hearts be filled with peace and faith in God. May your days of
doubt be replaced with days of hope and cheer. May you and your family get
nurtured with lots of love! Merry Christmas; Happy Hanukkah and a Happy
New Year to you and to your loved ones!, Eileen, Passananti,
epassananti@gmail.com
  ***  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the Ron Bansky &
Associates Allstate Agency. Please make visiting our new office at 502 East
Broad Street one of your New Year’s Resolutions for 2017! We look forward
to seeing you., Ron, Bansky, RonBansky@allstate.com
  ***  Merry Christmas and Best Wishes for a Happy New Year from Jim
Peterson and staff at Galaxy Building Contractors., Jim, Peterson,
lauren@galaxybuilding.com
  ***  Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays to all. May we have Peace and
Respect for all. Health and Happiness in 2017! , Betty, Lynch,
bettylynch1935@gmail.com
  ***  Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays. May the new year inspire you to
embrace wellness and community. The team at Fellowship Senior Living;
Basking Ridge., Nina, Updegrove, nupdegrove@fellowshipsl.org

  ***  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to Family;Friends;Clients New
and Old wishing you all the best for the coming year .., Kathy, Shea,
Kathyshea@aol.com
  ***  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! May All your Dreams Come
True., Jeff, Gruman, sales@goleader.com
  ***  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. Be prosperous and well from
Mary Poppins and the staff at the Westfield Umbrella Company., Mary,
Poppins, mpoppins@wuc.com
  ***  Merry Christmas and a Very Happy and Prosperous New Year! Patty
O’Connor; Weichert; Realtors; “Your Lifelong Real Estate Advisor; Not Your
One Time Real Estate Agent”!! , Patty, O’Connor,
PattyOConnor@Weichert.com
  ***  Season’s Greetings and best wishes for a Happy; Healthy New Year!
From; Westfield Pediatric Dental Group, Timothy, McCabe, wpdg@wpdg.net
  ***  Season’s Greetings from everyone at Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
New Jersey Properties. We hope your holidays will be filled with joy and
laughter through the New Year!, Marge, Cuccaro, marge.cuccaro@bhhsnj.com
  ***  Seasons Greetings from your friends at David Realty Group. We hope
your holidays will be filled with joy and laughter through the New Year. ,
David, Barbosa, janine@davidrealtygroup.com
  ***  Spread holiday cheer by supporting your local businesses! Happy
Holidays from Downtown Westfield Corporation!, Sherry, Cronin,
s.cronin@westfieldtoday.com
  ***  Thank you to all of our wonderful customers for making 2016 a great
year! We appreciate your support and loyalty and thank you for your business.
Happy Holidays & Best Wishes Always. From Steven & Jason Parker & the
entire staff at K9 Resorts of Fanwood! , K9 Resorts, Melanie ,
melanie@k9resorts.com
  ***  The Friends of Mindowaskin Park Board of DIrectors wishes everyone
a peaceful holiday season. We are grateful for the continued support of our
community as park restoration continues and look forward to Mindowaskin’s
100th Anniversary in 2018. Check our improved website for updates and
donation opportunities. www.mindowaskinpark.org , Debby , Burslem,
info@mindowaskinpark.org
  ***  The Northfield Bank Westfield Office wishes everyone a Happy Holiday
and Happy New Year., Northfield, Bank, dkane@enorthfield.com
  ***  The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison; a PreK-12 co-educational
independent school; wishes everyone a wonderful holiday season filled with
happiness; good health and many blessings. All the best in 2017!, Rudy,
Brandl, rbrandl@whschool.org
  ***  To all of our patients and friends in our Wonderful community of
Westfield and surrounding towns. Dr Arida and all of our staff wish all of you
a Wonderful Holiday Season. Enjoy some Holiday Cheer with your family;
friends and let’s all be thankful for our Blessings and consider those less
fortunate. Happy Holidays!, Kenneth, Arida, kwarida@aol.com
  ***  WISHING YOU A WONDERFUL HOLIDAY SEASON FILLED
WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS. ALL THE BEST FOR A FABULOUS
2017!, Beth , Sullivan, beth.sullivan@cbmoves.com
  ***  Weichert Realtors of Westfield wishes you and yours the joy of the
Holiday Season and a bright New Year! , Paulette , Eves,
peves@weichertrealtors.net
  ***  Wishing a blessed Christmas and New Year to all from Mount Saint Mary
Academy in Watchung!, Michelle H. , Daino, mdaino@mountsaintmary.org
  ***  Wishing all a Happy Holiday Season and a New Year filled with Good
Health and Cheer! And so; as Tiny Tim said; “A Merry Christmas to us all; God
bless us; every one!” Best Wishes from Janice Tittel at Coldwell Banker
Westfield West ! , Janice, Tittel, janice.tittel@cbmoves.com
  ***  Wishing you all the Hope; Wonder; and Joy that the Season can bring!,
Frank, Isoldi, frankisoldi@gmail.com
  ***  Wishing you and all those close to you a joyous holiday season; a new
year of happiness; and hope for a world at peace. The Law Offices of Francis
M. Smith; Esq. , Francis, Smith, joyce@franksmithlaw.com
  ***  Wishing you the blessings of peace; love; hope and joy this Christmas
and throughout the New Year from your friends at First Congregational
Church!, First Congregational Church, of Westfield , uccfcc@verizon.net

Merry Christmas Everyone

  ***  Wishing you the glory; the joy
and peace of this Holiday Season.
Regards; Hye-Young Choi, Hye-
Young, Choi,
hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
  ***  Your ‘Good Neighbors’ at State
Farm Insurance wish you a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy and healthy
New Year., Christine, Cosenza,
christine@christinecosenza.net
  ***  wish all my clients and friends
happiness;peace for the holidays and
throughout the coming year., Faten,
Mahran, fatenmahran@comcast.net

The Best
Gift You
Can Give

www.goleader.com/
subscribe

908 232-4407
The Westfield Leader

Letters to the Editor

See more letters on page 17
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BIG EVENT...The College Men’s Club of Westfield celebrates the success of its
third annual Texas Hold ’Em Tournament on November 19. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Dave Germond, vice-president of the club; Vincent Coyle, Brian
Boufarah, Shawn Hanna, club president, and Mark O’Brien.

College Men Conduct
Third Texas Hold ’Em

WESTFIELD — The College
Men’s Club of Westfield held its third
annual Texas Hold ’Em Tournament
November 19 at the Kenilworth Vet-
erans Center, where the club raised
money to support its mission of pro-
viding college scholarships to deserv-
ing young men in the local commu-
nity. The winners were Vincent Coyle,
first place; Brian Boufarah, second
place, and Mark O’Brien, third place.

The College Men’s Club is an all-
volunteer organization that was
founded in 1922 by a group of college
graduates who wanted to provide
money for higher educational oppor-
tunities to deserving young men in the
community. Last year, it awarded more
than $60,000 in scholarships; over the
course of its history the club has raised
over $1 million in scholarship money.

The club has helped many students
with financial need, particularly those
who might not otherwise be consid-

ered for assistance. Students who are
struggling with life issues, or who need
to work after school to help support
their families, are given special con-
sideration. The club looks closely at
those individuals who need the extra
help, yet have a strong desire to attend
college and succeed in life.

The College Men’s Club expressed
thanks to everyone who attended the
event and its major donors for mak-
ing this tournament another success-
ful fund-raising effort.

Interested persons are invited to
visit cmcwestfield.org to learn more
about the College Men’s Club of
Westfield and to make a donation to
help the young men of Westfield real-
ize their dreams. Additionally, stu-
dents can find the scholarship appli-
cation on the website.

The club’s next major fundraiser
will be its annual boxing night on
Friday, February 3.

– Obituaries –
Dr. Kurt Pollak, 82, Red Sox Fan;

Longtime Westfield Resident
Dr. Kurt Pollak, a retired chemist,

loving husband, father and grandfa-
ther, passed away on Sunday, Decem-
ber 11, at 82.

Born in Vienna, Austria, he and his
family escaped from the Nazis in 1938
and moved to Trinidad. He moved to
Boston in 1948, where he attended
Harvard and earned a Ph.D. in organic
chemistry from MIT. Here he became
a lifelong Red Sox fan, and living to
see them win the World Series was one
of the highlights of his life.

Dr. Pollak later moved to New Jer-
sey and married Gail (née Brown),
and lived in Westfield for 47 years.
He was a devoted member of the First

Unitarian Society of Plainfield. He
leaves behind his wife of 55 years,
Gail; his daughters, Diane (Mike)
Sutterlin and Stephanie (Ken Beck)
Pollak, and three grandchildren, Jake,
Maya and Sam. Dr. Pollak will be
remembered for his quick wit, strong
opinions and gentle soul.

Cremation was private and a Cel-
ebration of Life will be held at a later
date. In lieu of flowers, please send
donations to the American Heart As-
sociation or to the food pantry at the
First Unitarian Society, 724 Park Av-
enue, Plainfield, N.J. 07060.

December 22, 2016

Co. Grant Enables Library
To Buy Kids eBook Titles

WESTFIELD – With the monies
that the Westfield Memorial Library
was recently awarded through the
2016 Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders Library Grant, the
Youth Services Department was able
to purchase Fable Learning, an e-
book service for children, and a
Krayon Kiosk, an interactive edu-
cation and gaming station for chil-
dren ages 2 to 8.

With more than 600 exclusive
eBook titles and growing, the Fable
Learning Collection focuses on high
interest and original literature by
well-known children’s authors, as
well as texts from authors whose
work educators trust. The collec-
tion is evenly divided between fic-
tion and nonfiction, Spanish bilin-
gual editions and STEM content. It
covers pre-kindergarten through
eighth grade.

Accessible at any time and on al-
most any device, Fable Learning al-
lows multiple users to read the same
book at the same time when con-
nected to the Internet. There are no
waiting lists or check-ins or check-
outs, and the books have three profes-
sionally narrated reading modes: Read
to Me, Let Me Read and Auto Play.

To access the eBooks, visit the
library’s website at wmlnj.org, scroll
down to the lower left hand corner of
the home page, click on the blue and
orange Fable Learning icon in the
middle, click on the Fable Learning
image, and browse titles from there.
Directions for downloading to An-
droid and Apple devices are on the
Fable Learning screen as well.

“We are very excited to offer this
new option for accessing e-books
for children. Fable Learning is an

excellent resource, and we are grate-
ful to the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders for this grant,”
said Molly Adams, head of Youth
Services for the library.

Library hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9
p.m., Monday through Thursday;
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday and Sat-
urday, and 1 to 5 p.m. on Sunday.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign
up for the monthly e-newsletter, “Li-
brary Loop,” or stop by the library
at 550 East Broad Street for a copy
of its award-winning, quarterly
newsletter, “Take Note.”

ACTIVE KIDS...Participants in the child care programs at the Y enjoy a variety
of learning activities.

Westfield Area ‘Y’ to Host
Free Open House Events

WESTFIELD AREA — For the
third year, YMCAs across New Jer-
sey have come together to host state-
wide open house events, inviting
individuals and families to visit the
Y on Saturday, January 7.

The Westfield Area YMCA will
hold free events at all branches that
day. At the Main Facility, located at
220 Clark Street, Westfield, the
community can try the Y and enjoy
membership and personal training
specials all day long at the Health
and Wellness Open House. There
also will be a Summer Day Camp
Open House with an early-bird reg-
istration special and a Kindergarten
Wrap Around Open House for Fall
2017 from 9 to 10:30 a.m. Inter-
ested participants also can take ad-
vantage of a complimentary Water
Safety Event from 4 to 5 p.m.

The Robert and Virginia Bauer
Family Branch, located at 422 East
Broad Street, Westfield, will offer a
free Adult Tae Kwon Do Intro Class
from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. and a free
Youth/Teen Tae Kwon Do Intro
Class from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. Those
interested in learning about child
care programs at the branch, in-
cluding Half-Day Preschool and
Full-Day Kindergarten, can do so
between 10 a.m. and noon.

The Garwood Family Center
YMCA, located at 500 East Street,
Garwood, will host an Open House
from 9 to 10:30 a.m. Participants
can learn about the Child Care and
Summer Day Camp programs of-
fered there as well as see the new
Dance Academy studio and meet

the instructors, plus learn about the
dance classes offered for ages 3
through adult.

Because the Y is a nonprofit and
believes everyone should have the
resources to achieve health and
wellness, financial assistance is
available for those who qualify. To
learn more about Westfield Area
YMCA programs, visit
westfieldynj.org.

Refugee Assistance Partners
Help to Resettle Families

SCOTCH PLAINS — Throughout
the month of December, the Refugee
Assistance Partners (RAP) has been
busy helping resettle refugee families
in the local area. RAP is a grassroots
group of faith communities — Jew-
ish, Christian and Muslim — work-
ing together with concerned individu-
als in the local community. Members
hail from as close as Scotch Plains
and as far as Princeton.

Working with the International
Rescue Committee’s office in Eliza-
beth, RAP assembled “Welcome
Home Kits” for 10 families in De-
cember. Welcome Home Kits get the
families started in their apartments
upon their arrival and include toilet-
ries, other hygiene items, cleaning
supplies, kitchen items and linens.
Recipients ranged from single indi-
viduals to a family of seven. The
families all arrived from war-torn
countries such as Syria, the Republic
of Congo and Afghanistan, after seek-
ing asylum in Middle Eastern camps.

Jill Segulin, moderator of RAP, ex-
plained, “A typical American citizen
cannot begin to understand the hard-

ship, emotional abuse, and in some
cases, torture that resettling families
have endured literally for years in their
journey to resettlement. This is their
best hope for stability and a productive
livelihood. The goal of resettlement is
not just safety, but employment, educa-
tion and eventual citizenship.”

All families are vetted by the United
Nations as well as five separate United
States federal security agencies, in-
cluding the Department of Homeland
Security. The process takes a mini-
mum of 18 months before families
may enter through the United States
border patrol checkpoint.

The RAP group’s plans for 2017
will be discussed at its next meeting,
but RAP is optimistic for more tan-
gible and significant aid as more
families resettle in Union County.
RAP meetings are held on the third
Tuesday of every month at 7:30 p.m.
and are open to the public. Locations
are to be announced. For more infor-
mation on meetings, projects, or how
to make a tax-deductible donation
toward this cause., e-mail
refugeeassistancepartnersnj@gmail.com.

Cranford Library Has
New Web Page

CRANFORD — The Cranford Pub-
lic Library, located at 224 Walnut Av-
enue, recently announced that it has a
new Web page and a new address:
http://www.cranfordlibrary.org.

The page features links to the
library catalog, a patron account
login interface, the library news-
let ter,  an events calendar,  a
Children’s Room page, a Teen page,
a Museum Pass program page, an
Online Resources page, the library
Facebook page and more.

“We are very pleased with the
new page. It has a simple, neat,
clean look, is well organized, and
is easy to get around. We hope our
patrons like it as well and we are
eager to know what they think of
it,” said Cranford Public Library
Director John Malar. “If there are
any ways in which we can improve
the site, we would be happy to hear
them. We are also working on pro-
viding a mobile-friendly version
of the page, which we hope to have
up and running soon.”

George Melloan

Mr. Melloan to Speak About
New Deal, Great Depression
WESTFIELD — George Melloan,

author of the new book “When the
New Deal Came to Town, a Snapshot
of a Place and Time With
Lessons for Today,” will
conduct a Sunday After-
noon Presentation on Janu-
ary 22, at 2:30 p.m., about
the history of the New Deal
and the Great Depression.
The talk will take place at
the Reeve History and Cul-
tural Resource Center, lo-
cated at 314 Mountain Av-
enue, Westfield.

Mr. Melloan’s new book
details how the federal policy
errors of first the Republi-
cans and then the Democrats prolonged
the Great Depression and how the
people of a small farm village in Indi-
ana coped with the resulting hard times.

During his 54-year career at The
Wall Street Journal, Mr. Melloan was
a reporter in Chicago and Detroit,
manager of the Cleveland and Atlanta
news bureaus, a page one editor in
New York, and a foreign correspon-
dent based in London. Among other
news events of the late 1960s, he
covered the Six-Day War in Israel,
the Biafran War in Nigeria and the
unsuccessful efforts at economic re-
form in the Soviet Union.

Mr. Melloan joined the Journal
editorial page in 1970 and was made
deputy editor in 1973. In 1987 he
launched the Journal’s “Business
World” column. In 1990 he moved to
Brussels to oversee the European and
Asian editorial pages, starting a new
column, entitled “Global View.” Re-
turning to New York in late 1994, he
added coverage of the Americas to
his international responsibilities. He
retired in 2006, but has continued to
contribute op-eds and book reviews
to the Journal.

Mr. Melloan is a member of the
New York Council on Foreign Rela-
tions and the Dutch Treat Club in New
York. He was winner of the Gerald
Loeb Award for distinguished busi-
ness and financial journalism in 1981,
the Daily Gleaner Award of the Inter
American Press Association twice in

the 1980s for his writings about Soviet
inroads in Latin America, and the
American Spectator’s Barbara Olson

Award for excellence and
independence in journalism
in 2006. He resides in
Westfield.

Reservations to attend the
event may be made by call-
ing (908) 654-1794 or via e-
mail at
westfieldhistoricalsociety@gmail.com.
There is a suggested dona-
tion of $5 to help offset costs
and to support the Westfield
Historical Society. The alter-
nate date for the event in case
of inclement weather is Sun-

day, January 29, for which there will be
a notice on the website
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org and on the
voicemail.

For more information on the Reeve
History and Cultural Resource Center
or Westfield Historical Society events,
visit westfieldhistoricalsociety.org.

Labyrinth Walk to Be
Held New Year’s Eve
CRANFORD — The First Pres-

byterian Church invites members of
the community to a New Year’s Eve
Labyrinth Walk on Saturday, De-
cember 31, taking place from 10:30
p.m. to 12:30 a.m.

The walk will be held in the Thomson
Youth Center of the church, located at
11 Springfield Avenue, Cranford. The
youth center may be accessed via the
church office entrance.

The Chartres-style labyrinth is an
11-ringed pattern painted on canvas,
modeled on the 12th-century laby-
rinth at Chartres Cathedral in France.
At that time, walking the labyrinth
symbolized the Christian pilgrimage
to Jerusalem for people who could
not personally make the journey.

A labyrinth is a path that winds its
way to the center and then out again.
The Labyrinth Walk is designed to
help participants experience renewal
and transformation. For more infor-
mation, call the church office at (908)
276-8440.

Jessica Moore Earns Gold
‘Keeping the Music Alive’

Jessica Moore

GARWOOD — Jessica Moore re-
cently earned her Gold Award — the
highest award available in Girl Scout-
ing — by recycling musical instru-
ments for the benefit of
Union County public
school students. The
daughter of Joseph and
Diana Moore, Jessica
has been a Girl Scout
since kindergarten and
is now in the 12th grade.
She is a member of
Troop 40446. Her
brother, Patrick Moore,
is an Eagle Scout.

For her project, Jes-
sica partnered with the
Fanwood Recycling
Center and collected
musical instruments at
a Musical Recycling
Day in June. She and
her fellow Scouts collected more than
100 instruments. Once she collected
them she worked with her team to sort
through the instruments with a mem-
ber of the National Educational Mu-
sic Company, Rachel Bollaro, and
fellow Scouts and students. All in-
struments that were not able to be
refurbished were taken apart and used
for parts for other instruments.

Jessica worked with the staff at Sam
Ash in Springfield to refurbish the
instruments over a two-month period.
She categorized the instruments and
made sure that they were clearly de-
tailed in a catalog. She worked with

Union County music teachers and prin-
cipals to determine what instruments
their schools were in need of. Ulti-
mately she had 67 instruments to do-

nate to the 13 school sys-
tems in Union County.
This helped to “keep the
music alive” for those
who cannot afford to buy
musical instruments of
their own and who
wanted to play one.

Jessica held the distri-
bution event December 9
in the auditorium of Arthur
L. Johnson High School
in Clark with the help of
her principal, Rick
Delmonaco, and mem-
bers of her Marching
Band, as well as her
Garwood Girl Scout
troop. The schools were

very grateful for the instruments they
received. The one thing that Jessica
learned most of all is that the public was
very generous with their donations.

Anyone who has an instrument he
or she wishes to donate is invited to
contact their local schools to see if
they have a need. To help keep her
project going, Jessica partnered with
the Wharton Institute in Berkeley
Heights to help continue the recy-
cling of instruments for children from
the Paterson area of New Jersey. Both
the Fanwood Recycling Center and
the Wharton Institute will continue to
participate.
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Library Friends Slate
Used Book Sale

CRANFORD — The Friends of
the Cranford Public Library invite
the public to visit their used book
sale. It will take place in the Friendly
Book Cellar at the Cranford Public
Library on Wednesday, January 4,
from 4 to 8:30 p.m.; Thursday and
Friday, January 5 and 6, 10 a.m. to
4:30 p.m., and Saturday, January 7,
10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Items for sale will include more
than 10,000 adult and children’s
books, as well as CDs, DVDs and
recorded books. Prices will range from
25 cents to $2, except for a few spe-
cially marked items.

Saturday will be Bag Day, when
customers will be able to fill a bag with
books for $8. The library is located at
224 Walnut Avenue, Cranford. En-
trance to the sale is through the side
door, just off the main parking lot. The
sale is wheelchair-accessible. Proceeds
will benefit the library.
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WELCOME CHRISTMAS...Members of The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield put the finishing touches on one of the giant Christmas trees that
adorn the sanctuary at 140 Mountain Avenue in Westfield. Four services will
feature music, a message and fellowship with valued friends – old and new –
on Christmas Eve.

Presbyterian Church Sets
Christmas Eve Services

WESTFIELD — The service
schedule for The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield, located at 140 Moun-
tain Avenue, includes a new time for
one of the Christmas Eve services.

On Saturday, December 24, the
church will host four distinct ser-
vices that are open to the public.
The first, at 5 p.m., will be a family-
oriented service in the main sanctu-
ary. This service will feature chil-
dren dressed in Nativity costumes
participating in the service, as well
as congregational singing of Christ-
mas carols.

The second service will be the
Wired4Worship Contemporary Ser-
vice at 6:30 p.m., held in Westminster
Hall. The family-friendly service will

be filled with instrumental music and
a Christmas message.

Two traditional services will be
offered in the main sanctuary — one
at 8 p.m. and one at 10 p.m., a new
time for the service. Both will have
music led by new Director of Music/
Organist Paul Sanner, featuring the
Chancel Choir and special instru-
mental music before and during the
services. The 10 p.m. service will
offer communion to the congrega-
tion. The church is handicap-acces-
sible to the main sanctuary.

For more information about the
services or the church in general,
call (908) 233-0301 during busi-
ness hours or view the website at
westfieldpc.org.

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT...The annual children’s pageant at the First Congrega-
tional Church of Westfield will begin at 5 p.m. this Saturday, December 24, with
a traditional candlelight service taking place at 10 p.m.

FCC Invites Community
To Celebrate Christmas

WESTFIELD – The First Con-
gregational Church invites visitors
to celebrate Christmas with services
beginning this Saturday, December
24, at 5 p.m. and continuing through
Sunday, January 1, in the sanctuary
at 125 Elmer Street, Westfield.

Christmas Eve services on Satur-
day will begin at 5 p.m. with the
annual children’s pageant. This
year’s pageant is an original pro-
duction by Joy Mounts, First Con-
gregational Church associate min-
ister, entitled “To Follow A Star.”
The story follows two serving girls
who stow away on the Magi’s trip
and the people they meet on their
way to Bethlehem.

The traditional Christmas Eve
candlelight service at 10 p.m. will
feature scripture, song and story.
Christmas morning will be celebrated
this Sunday, December 25, with a 10

a.m. family worship service.
On Sunday, January 1, First Con-

gregational will greet the new year
with a family-style worship celebra-
tion at 10 a.m. The service will feature
an old-fashioned carol sing and the
popular feature, “Ask the Minister,”
where the congregation is invited to
pose questions directly to the Rever-
end Dr. Mark Boyea, senior minister.

First Congregational Church, a
member of the United Church of
Christ, is an inclusive community
that welcomes people of every race,
age, gender, marital circumstance,
sexual orientation, physical or psy-
chological ability, and theological
tradition. The sanctuary is acces-
sible by a wheelchair ramp and of-
fers a T-Coil amplification system
for the hearing-impaired. For addi-
tional information, call (908) 233-
2494 or visit fccofwestfield.org.

PEOPLE HELPING PETS...The Garwood Public Library is collecting dona-
tions for the Plainfield Area Humane Society. Requested items include cat and
dog food, cleaning supplies (paper towels, soap, sponges, disposable gloves),
laundry detergents, pet toys, new or lightly used blankets or towels, and gift
cards to Petco, ShopRite and other stores that sell pet products. Donations may
be dropped off during regular library hours through the end of January. The
Garwood Public Library is located at 411 Third Avenue. Pictured supporting the
cause are Anthony Di Iorio, left, and Ryan Marczydlo.

Garwood Library Reveals
Activities During January

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Public Library, located at 411 Third
Avenue, has announced its activi-
ties for the month of January.

The Knitting Club meets every
Monday and Thursday at 10:30 a.m.
No registration is required. Bilin-
gual Knitting is available every
Tuesday at noon.

ESL (English as a Second Lan-
guage) classes take place every
Thursday at 10 a.m., and Adult
Education is held every Thursday
at 2 p.m. Registration is required
for each program and both have an
eight-person class limit.

Toddler Story Time is offered at
10:30 a.m. each Wednesday. No
registration is required.

Movie Time takes place each Fri-
day at 10 a.m., for which registra-
tion is not required.

Adult Craft is scheduled for
Tuesday, January 10, at 6 p.m.,
with a limit of 10 participants. Reg-
istration is required.

Kids Craft will be held Wednes-
day, January 18, at 3 p.m. It is
limited to 20 children in second

grade and older. Registration is
required.

Lego Club will be featured on
Thursdays, January 12 and 26, at 3
p.m. Registration is required and
participation is limited to 20 indi-
viduals.

The Thursday Night Book Club
will meet January 5 at 7 p.m., while
the Monday Afternoon Book Club
will meet at 1 p.m. on January 23,
for a discussion of Joan Anderson’s
“Year by the Sea.” No registration
is required for either book club
meeting.

Senior Computing class will take
place Monday through Wednesday,
January 9, 10 and 11. Registration
is required and participation lim-
ited to eight people.

A Kids Coding class also will be
held January 9 to 11. Registration
is required and the class size is
limited to 10.

For more information on any of
these programs, visi t
youseemore.com/garwood or call
the Garwood Public Library at
(908) 789-1670.

Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

908-233-5800 • www.FrankSmithLaw.com

The Law Office of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ 07092

Over 30 Years of
Personal Injury Experience

In New Jersey

Motor Vehicle Accidents

Slips & Falls

Dog Bite Injuries

Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death

INJURED?
LEARN YOUR RIGHTS IN PLAIN ENGLISH

No Fee If No Recovery

Call Me For A Free Consultation

Do you really want to deal with

the insurance companies yourself?

I can help.

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231
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Westfield Foundation Posts
Fund Drive and Grants

WESTFIELD — In 2016, the
Westfield Foundation distributed
more than $317,000 in grants to 32
different agencies, among them the
Westfield Rescue Squad, Cranford
Dramatic Club, Boys and Girls
Clubs of Union County, Liam’s
Room and Caring Contact.

Grants from the Foundation help
individuals and agencies launch
promising civic projects so they can
become sustainable entities that
meet a specific community need.
Additionally, the Foundation has
become an important resource for
organizations with new or emerg-
ing needs. The Foundation’s grants
impact many lives.

In the third quarter, the Foundation
distributed over $22,000 to four or-
ganizations. The fourth quarter saw
the Foundation distribute more than
$106,000 to 13 organizations. Vari-
ous grants allowed ESL classes at no
charge to students, counseling for
special-needs children, pediatric pal-
liative care training, the development
of a curriculum for first responders,
and uniforms for winter/spring
cheerleading. Recipients included
The Adult School, Jewish Family
Services, New Jersey
Intergenerational Orchestra, Liam’s
Room, Community Access Unlim-
ited, YWCA Union County, Boys and
Girls Clubs of Union County and the
Young Entrepreneurs Academy.

The Foundation focuses on four
sectors: arts, education, health and
social services. For 2016, 40 per-
cent of the grants were for educa-
tional requests, 29 percent for
health, 19 percent for social ser-
vices, 7 percent for the arts and 5
percent were mixed distribution.

Currently, the Westfield Foundation
is holding its annual fund-raising ap-

peal. The Foundation holds only one
annual fund-raising campaign per year.
Donations to the Foundation’s current
annual appeal can be sent directly to:
Westfield Foundation, P.O. Box 2295,
Westfield, N.J. 07091. For more infor-
mation about the Westfield Founda-
tion, visit the organization’s website at
thewestfieldfoundation.com. Anyone
with questions about making a dona-
tion or interested in creating a “family
legacy” that would benefit the com-
munity for years to come is invited to
contact Betsy Chance, executive di-
rector, at (908) 233-9787 or by e-mail
at foundation@westfieldnj.com.

A STRONG FOUNDATION...Former presidents of the Westfield Foundation
were in attendance for the annual Cornerstone luncheon, held on November 8 at
Echo Lake Country Club in Westfield. Pictured, from left to right, are: Anthony
Cook (2006-2012), Beth Cassie (current), Dave Owens (2000-2006), Gail Cassidy
(1999-2005), Barbara Frantz (2002-2008) and Russell Finestein ( 2010-2016).

Cranford Library Friends
To Host Poetry Readings

CRANFORD — The Friends of the
Cranford Public Library will host po-
etry readings featuring three local po-
ets on Saturday, January 14, at 2 p.m.
This program, showcasing the talents
of John McDermott, Deborah LaVeglia
and Joe Weil, will take place at the
Cranford Community Center, located
at 220 Walnut Avenue, Cranford.

Mr. McDermott, a Cranford resi-
dent, is the 2016 recipient of the
Fanwood Arts Council’s Carriage
House Poetry Prize for his poem “Cen-
sus 2016,” which took first place
among 821 entries. He is a former
poetry editor of U.S. 1 Worksheets.
Mr. McDermott has twice been in-
vited to read his work at the Geraldine
R. Dodge Poetry Festival and serves
as a Dodge Poet, working with teach-
ers and students. His poems have
appeared in many literary journals,
including Paterson Literary Review,
Lips and Frogpond. His first full-
length book of poetry, “The Long
Way Home,” was published in 2005.

Ms. LaVeglia is director of
“PoetsWednesday” at the Barron Arts
Center in Woodbridge, the longest-
running poetry series in New Jersey.
Also a Cranford resident, she has pub-
lished poetry and essays in numerous
journals and anthologies, including
Lips, Paterson Literary Review, Col-
lege English Notes, Edison Literary
Review, American Poetry Journal,
Ragazine, Diving In, Negative Capa-
bility and Voices Rising from the Grove.

Mr. Weil grew up in Elizabeth. He
teaches undergraduate and graduate
creative writing classes at
Binghamton University. Four vol-
umes of his poems have been pub-
lished: “What Remains” (2008),
“Painting the Christmas Trees”
(2008), “The Plumber’s Apprentice”
(2009) and “The Great Grandmother
Light, New and Selected” (2013).
Mr. Weil also has read his work at the
Dodge Festival.

Admission to this program is free
and all are welcome.

Eight-Week Grief Seminar
To Commence January 8

CRANFORD — The First Pres-
byterian Church of Cranford, located
at 11 Springfield Avenue, will hold
its eight-week seminar entitled “Jour-
ney to Wholeness — Healing the
Grieving Heart” on Sunday evenings
from January 8 to February 26.

Patti Williams, a Registered
Nurse and certified pastoral be-
reavement counselor, and psy-
chologist Dr. Virginia Waters will
lead the sessions, which will take
place from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the
Thompson Youth Center of the
church.

Mrs. Williams and Dr. Waters
have offered this seminar for 17
years now, and have helped more
than 2,500 people experience heal-
ing, find a new purpose for their
lives and feel joy once again.

Sessions include learning about
the stages of grief and understand-
ing the tasks of the grieving pro-
cess; coping strategies; how to take
care of oneself and why this is so
important; the changes, challenges
and choices that occur; creating
memories to cherish; coping with
holidays and anniversaries, and
dealing with feelings of loneliness
and being disconnected spiritually.

A special candlelight ceremony

is held to remember those who par-
ticipants have lost, which includes
walking the labyrinth and a time of
fellowship.

Both of the leaders and all of the
facilitators have experienced loss
within their lives and share from
“the inside out.” It does not matter
if a participant’s loss is the result
of divorce, death or job loss, or
how long ago the loss occurred —
it must be grieved. Participants are
welcome to bring family members
and friends.

All faiths are welcome. To regis-
ter for this event, call (908) 709-
1341. No fee is charged. A special
teen group facilitator has been added
to help teens with loss as well.

This seminar is dedicated to Mrs.
Williams’ late husband, the Rever-
end Dr. Bruce D. Williams, who
had a vision for the seminar 17
years ago with the goal of helping
others deal with their pain and suf-
fering during their time of loss.

First Baptist Offers
Christmas Services

WESTFIELD — The First Baptist
Church of Westfield, located at 170
Elm Street, invites the community to
attend its Christmas and New Year’s
Day services.

A candlelight Christmas Eve ser-
vice will be held at 7 p.m. this Satur-
day, December 24, with a sermon
entitled “The Time is Near.”

The Christmas Day worship ser-
vice at 10:30 a.m. this Sunday, De-
cember 25, will include a meditation
on “It’s Time!”

The New Year’s Day service on
Sunday, January 1, will feature the
theme “Just Say No.”

LEADER/TIMES

CLASSIFIED ADS

BRING RESULTS
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SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16005183

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-034085-15

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION, AS TRUSTEE, SUCCESSOR IN INTER-
EST TO WACHOVIA BANK, NATIONAL ASSO-
CIATION, AS TRUSTEE FOR J.P. MORGAN
MORTGAGE TRUST 2005-A2, MORTGAGE
PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES

VS.
Defendant: THOMAS M. RUSSO, MARLA J.

RUSSO, HIS WIFE, MERRILL LYNCH CREDIT
CORPORATION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY,
RAB PERFORMANCE RECOVERIES LLC,
KALIPHEA LLC, ARTAKI LLC, HAROLD
HEERWIG, KATINA TZEZAIRLIDIS,
ALEXANDER TZEZAIRLIDIS, MICHAEL
TZEZAIRLIDIS, ATHENS HOLDINGS LLC,
CROWN BANK, TRICO EQUIPMENT COM-
PANY, ARCH ALUMINUM AND GLASS CO
INC, COLUMBIA UNIVER DEPT MEDICINE,
BRADY AND CORREALE LLP, SYNCHRONY
BANK, MIDLAND FUNDING LLC, ALERT AM-
BULANCE SVC

Sale Date: 01/18/2017
Writ of Execution: 06/27/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Seven Hundred
Thousand Nine Hundred Fifty-Three and 49/
100*** $700,953.49.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS, County of Union
and State of New Jersey.

It is commonly known as 2293 STOCKER
LANE, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076.

It is known and designated as Block 7401, Lot
8.

The dimensions are approximately 140 feet
wide by 162.97 feet long (.365 Acres).

Nearest cross street: Ascot Road.
Prior lien(s): Sewer past due in the amount of

$128.07.
Municipal Lien for Sewer. Lien Cert.#: 1554.

Sold to FWDSL & ASSOC. on 10/20/15. Re-
demption amount $788.48.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Total Upset:  ***Seven Hundred Twenty-Two
Thousand Three Hundred Forty-Nine and 91/
100*** $722,349.91 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN, LAVINTHAL & FRANKENBERG, LLC
105 EISENHOWER PARKWAY
SUITE 302
ROSELAND, NEW JERSEY 07068
(973) 797-1100
4 T - 12/22/16, 12/29/16, 01/05/17
& 01/12/17 Fee: $232.56

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16005166

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-041510-13

Plaintiff: PNC BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION

VS.
Defendant: REGINA NIX, NEW CENTURY

FINANCIAL SERVICES, STATE OF NEW JER-
SEY

Sale Date: 01/18/2017
Writ of Execution: 04/18/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Seventy-Seven Thousand Two Hundred Thirty-
Eight and 71/100*** $377,238.71.

The property to be sold is located in: The
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union,
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 329 Myrtle Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.

Tax Lot No.: 9 in Block: 903.
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 75 by 95

feet.
Nearest Cross Street: Mountain Avenue.
Subject to Tax and prior lien info:
Subject to Prior Mortgages and Judgments (if

any): None
Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Ninety-Two

Thousand Seven Hundred Fifty-Seven and 51/
100*** $392,757.51 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

“The Fair Housing Act prohibits “any prefer-
ence, limitation, or discrimination because of
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to make such
preference, limitation or discrimination” in con-
nection with any aspect or a residential real
estate transaction, Zucker, Goldberg, and
Ackerman, LLC encourages and supports the
equal housing practives of the Fair Housing Act
in the conduct of its business.”

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
KML LAW GROUP, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
SUITE 406
WESTMONT, NEW JERSEY 08108
(215) 627-1322
(609) 250-0700
FILE NO.: 139444-R1/NJ1B496FC
4 T - 12/22/16, 12/29/16, 01/05/17
& 01/12/17 Fee: $195.84

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16005137

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-039027-15

Plaintiff: JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION BANK

VS.
Defendant: KEVIN T. STINES AND RACHELE

STINES, HUSBAND AND WIFE
Sale Date: 01/18/2017
Writ of Execution: 08/30/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Seventy-Nine Thousand Five Hundred Thirty-
Six and 06/100*** $379,536.06.

Commonly known as address: 177 Belvidere
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey 07023.

Municipality: Borough of Fanwood.
Lot and Block: Lot 5, Block 103.
Approximate dimensions: 100.00 x 65.00 Feet.
Nearest cross street: Second Street.
Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Ninety-Three

Thousand Three Hundred Sixty-One and 74/
100*** $393,361.74 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
BUCKLEY MADOLE, P.C.
99 WOOD AVENUE SOUTH
SUITE 803
ISELIN, NEW JERSEY 08830
(732) 902-5399
4 T - 12/22/16, 12/29/16, 01/05/17
& 01/12/17 Fee: $150.96

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16005045

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-004204-16

Plaintiff: JAMES B. NUTTER AND COMPANY
VS.
Defendant: RITA GALLAGHER, HER HERIS,

DEVISEES, AND PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVES AND HIS/HER,THEIR, OR ANY OF THEIR
SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, NEW
CENTURY FINANCIAL SERVICES

Sale Date: 01/11/2017
Writ of Execution: 08/31/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Sixty-One Thousand Seven Hundred Thirty-Two
and 60/100*** $361,732.60.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
MUNICIPALITY: Township of Scotch Plains.
COUNTY: UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY.
STREET & STREET NO: 1805 Front Street.
TAX BLOCK AND LOT:
BLOCK: 1001, LOT: 60.
DIMENSIONS OF LOT: 285.78 feet x 87.94

feet.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: 249.10 feet from

Center line of Flanders Avenue.
SUPERIOR INTERESTS (if any):
US Bank Cust for BVOO1 Trust & Creditors

holds a tax sale certificate in the amount of
$552.73 as of 12/09/2015.

SCOTCH PLAINS TWP- 2015 TAXES-
CHARGE BACK holds a claim for taxes due and/
or other municipal utilities such as water and/or
sewer in the amount of $250.00 as of 09/02/
2016.

SCOTCH PLAINS TWP- TAXES- QTR #2, #3,
#4- 2016 holds a claim for taxes due and/or other
municipal utilities such as water and/or sewer in
the amount of $6184.67 as of 09/02/2016.

SCOTCH PLAINS TWP- SEWER ACCT holds
a claim for taxes due and/or other municipal
utilities such as water and/or sewer.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Seventy-One
Thousand Eight Hundred Eighteen and 75/100***
$371,818.75 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
POWERS KIRN - COUNSELORS
728 MARINE HIGHWAY
PO BOX 848 - SUITE 200
MOORESTOWN, NEW JERSEY 08057
(856) 802-1000
4 T - 12/15, 12/22, 12/29/16
& 01/05/17 Fee: $206.04

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16004901

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-004746-15

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK CUST/EMPIRE V
VS.
Defendant: GOVERMENT SECURITY COM-

PANY, JANE CARRO TIBONI, AMPER
POLITZINER & MATTIA LLP, FIDELITY AND
DEPOSIT COMPANY OF MARYLAND A/K/A
ZURICH NORTH AMERICA, UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA, JANET TIBONI, ESQ, EXECU-
TRIX OF THE ESTATE OF S. JAMES
PAPANDREA, JANET M. PAPANDREA, JANICE
LYNN PAPANDREA, JOHN DOE, HUSBAND
OF JANICE LYNN PAPANDREA, SAID NAME
JOHN DOE BEING FICTITIOUS, JESSICA RAE
PAPANDREA-RIZKALLA, PNC BANK NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION, SCHENCK PRICE
SMITH & KING LLP, APRUZZESE
MCDERMOTT MAESTRO & MURPHY PC A/K/
A APRUZZZESE MCDERMOTT MASTRO &
MURPHY, PC PATRICK BARD, BAYWAY LUM-
BER, STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Sale Date: 01/04/2017
Writ of Execution: 07/28/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Eighteen Thou-
sand Eight Hundred Seventy-Four and 91/100***
$18,874.91.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of WESTFIELD in the County of UNION
and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 402 ELMER STREET 5,
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY.

Tax LOT 3, BLOCK 3207.
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 57 feet

wide by 100 feet long
Nearest Cross Street: Situate on the intersec-

tion of South side of New Street and the West
side of Elmer Street South.

All liens and encumbrances known (actual
and constructive) that exist against the property,
with the approximate amount of such lien(s) and
encumbrances.

Sheriff sale subject to:
2015 open taxes in the approximate amount of

$2,955.57.
2016 open taxes in the approximate amount of

$2,955.57.
Totaling: $5,911.14 plus possible subsequent

taxes, charges, interest and penalties.
Total Upset:  **Twenty Thousand Nine Hun-

dred Sixty-Six and 51/100*** $20,966.51 together
with lawful interest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 ROUTE 46 WEST
DENVILLE, NEW JERSEY 07834
(973) 586-2300
4 T - 12/08, 12/15, 12/22
& 12/29/16 Fee: $220.32

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16004915

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-008187-15

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK TRUST N.A. AS TRUSTEE
FOR LSF9 MASTER PARTICIPATION TRUST

VS.
Defendant: RAYMOND DENTE AND

CHRISITNE DENTE, HUSBAND AND WIFE,
CITIBANK, N.A. AND EXPRESS TRADE CAPI-
TAL, INC.

Sale Date: 01/04/2017
Writ of Execution: 06/15/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Nine Hundred
Ninety-Two Thousand Ninety-Seven and 58/
100*** $992,097.58.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of WESTFIELD in the County of UNION
and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 935 Sedgewick Court,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

Municipality: Town of Westfield.
Lot and Block: Lot 54.02, Block 306.
Approximate dimensions: 102.00 x 88.23 x

18.83 x 125.00 x 104.00 Feet irregular.
Nearest cross street: Prospect Street.
Total Upset:  **One Million Seventeen Thou-

sand Nine Hundred Fifty-Four and 08/100***
$1,017,954.08 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
BUCKLEY MADOLE, P.C.
99 WOOD AVENUE SOUTH
SUITE 803
ISELIN, NEW JERSEY 08830
(732) 902-5399
4 T - 12/08, 12/15, 12/22
& 12/29/16 Fee: $165.24

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16004953

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-000183-16

Plaintiff: HSBC BANK USA, N.A. AS TRUSTEE
FOR THE REGISTERED HOLDERS OF ACE
SECURITIES CORP. HOME EQUITY LOAN
TRUST, SERIES 2005-HE2, ASSET BACKED
PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES

VS.
Defendant: CLARK REIHARD, A/K/A CLARK

REINHARD, NANCY REINHARD, AMERICAN
EXPRESS CENTURION BANK

Sale Date: 01/04/2017
Writ of Execution: 07/27/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Million One
Hundred Thirteen Thousand Five Hundred Sev-
enteen and 50/100*** $1,113,517.50.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Westfield, County of Union, State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 304
South Euclid Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey
07090.

TAX LOT #: 9, BLOCK #: 3111.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 100 x 150.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Saint Marks

Avenue.
SUBJECT TO ANY OPEN TAXES, WATER/

SEWER, MUNICIPAL OR TAX LIENS THAT
MAY BE DUE.

PRIOR MORTGAGES AND/OR JUDG-
MENTS: N/A

Total Upset:  **One Million One Hundred Forty
Thousand Six Hundred Sixty-One and 28/100***
$1,140,661.28 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
UDREN LAW OFFICES, P.C.
111 WOODCREST ROAD
WOODCREST CORPORATE CENTER
SUITE 200
CHERRY HILL, NEW JERSEY 08003
(856) 669-5400
4 T - 12/08, 12/15, 12/22
& 12/29/16 Fee: $181.56

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16005000

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-033504-13

Plaintiff: HSBC BANK, N.A., AS TRUSTEE,
ON BEHALF OF THE CERTIFICATE HOLD-
ERS OF THE DEUTSCHE ALT-A SECURITIES,
INC. MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH CERTIFI-
CATES, SERIES 2007-AB1

VS.
Defendant: DAWN M. NARDONE AND

GUISEPPE A. NARDONE, HER HUSBAND
Sale Date: 01/11/2017
Writ of Execution: 08/31/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred Thirty-
Seven Thousand Seven Hundred Seventy-Four
and 05/100*** $637,774.05.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Westfield, County of Union, State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 1155
Central Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

TAX LOT # 12, BLOCK # 4912.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Harrow Road.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 80 X 172.
The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and

assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.

All interested parties are to conduct and rely
upon their own independent investigation to as-
certain whether or not any outstanding interests
remain of record and/or have priority over the lien
being foreclosed and, if so, the current amount
due thereon. **If the sale is set aside for any
reason, the Purchaser at the sale shall only be
entitled to a return of the deposit paid. The
Purchaser shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.**

Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Sixty-Six Thou-
sand Four Hundred Seventy and 35/100***
$666,470.35 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
MILSTEAD & ASSOCIATES, LLC
1 EAST STOW ROAD
MARLETON, NEW JERSEY 08053
(856) 482-1400
4 T - 12/15, 12/22, 12/29/16
& 01/05/17 Fee: $191.76

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16005090

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-006381-16

Plaintiff: NEW YORK COMMUNITY BANK,
SUCCESSOR IN INTEREST TO SYNERGY
BANK

VS.
Defendant: ROBERT BIXLER, JR.
Sale Date: 01/18/2017
Writ of Execution: 10/11/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Forty Thousand
Four Hundred Eighty-Four and 75/100***
$40,484.75.

The property to be sold is located in the Town
of Westfield. In the County of Union and the State
of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 816 Colum-
bus Avenue.

Block 4804 (f/k/a 517) Lot 3.01 (f/k/a 4).
Dimensions of Lot (approximately): 50 x 124
Nearest Cross Street: Spruce Avenue.
Subject to: Outstanding utilities iao $368.10.
Taxes current as of 10/13/2016. Sale is sub-

ject to subsequent taxes, utilities, liens and inter-
est since 10/13/2016.

Total Upset:  ***Forty-Two Thousand Five
Hundred Thirty and 77/100*** $42,530.77 to-
gether with lawful interest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
MCCABE, WEISBERG & CONWAY, P.C.
216 RADDON AVENUE
SUITE 201
WESTMONT, NEW JERSEY 08108
(856) 858-7080
4 T - 12/22/16, 12/29/16, 01/05/17
& 01/12/17 Fee: $163.20

RVSA Budget to Be Delayed
Until Jan.; Co-Gen Suit Done

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA) Board
of Commissioners was told at its
meeting last week that the 2017
budget will not be submitted to the
state until January. The final settle-
ment of litigation related to the co-
generation project was made, and
only filing of the settlement remains.
Also, closing on the adjacent former
U.S. Healthworks property has
taken place to allow for expansion
of the RVSA’s facility.

This year’s budget will not be
submitted to the state until after
the January meeting. RVSA Ex-
ecutive Director Jim Meehan told
The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
current expectations are for the
operating budget to drop slightly
and for most member municipali-
ties to see assessment reductions
as well. Due to the methodology
used to apportion costs, a five-year
rolling average paired with a bio-
solids factor, some towns may see
slight rises to their charges. De-
tails of the budgets and municipal
apportionments will be available
following next month’s meeting.
According to Mr. Meehan, the
January submission of the budget
is later than the recent norm, but
not unprecedented.

The final settlements of RVSA’s
litigation tied to the co-generation
project was reached with the value
engineering group headed by
Hatch, Mott, MacDonald. All that
remains is for RVSA to file the
settlements with the court. Details
of the settlement were not released.

The adjoining property at 1044
East Hazelwood Avenue, formerly
occupied by U.S. Healthworks, was
purchased last month and is to be
fenced. Also, two of the three build-
ings on the site are to be demol-
ished, with the remaining building
to be utilized for storage.

A professional services contract
was issued to Optimum Controls
Corporation of Reading, Pa. to pro-
gram programmable logic control-
lers (PLC’s) as part of the SCADA
control system. The maximum
amount of the contract is $45,253
and runs through the end of the
calendar year.

A trio of underground storage
tanks (UST’s) are to be removed
from RVSA’s site. The tanks were
two retired diesel tanks and one
active gasoline tank. It was discov-
ered that the state has contracts
available to cooperatives, and the
authority has contracted with T.
Slack Environmental Services of
Kenilworth for removal of the UST’s
and installation of an above ground
Convault tank as a replacement for
the gasoline tank. The contracts are
for $35,214 and $38,509, respec-
tively. The 2,000-gallon Convault
tank is to be supplied by E.O.
Habhegger of Hammonton, N.J., at
a cost of $54,615, also under a state
contract.

Stephen Greet, Garwood’s com-
missioner, asked whether the new
tank was a cost-effective solution.
Mr. Meehan indicated that time sav-
ings from on-site refueling would
make the project pay for itself.
Cranford’s commissioner, Louis
Lambe, asked about security on the
system. He was told that users must
swipe a card, which tracks the ve-
hicle and person filling it to ensure
trackability and prevent misuse.

Fanwood Supports
Library Renovations

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD – The borough coun-
cil passed a resolution Monday in
support of renovations to the Fanwood
Memorial Library. Councilman Tom
Kranz voted to abstain from the vote
to approve the resolution.

The council and library have yet to
mutually decide on the plan for the
library renovations and expansion, or
how much the borough will set aside
in its capital budget.

The council had to first amend a
paragraph of the resolution to read
that the council “authorizes the
Fanwood Library Board of Trustees
to start to raise funds …to mitigate
the full cost to the taxpayer,” Coun-
cilman Russell Huegel said.

Richard Szito, acting president of
the library’s board of trustees, thanked
the council for the resolution. “It has
been a long time coming,” he said.

“We are all smiles here,” Mr. Szito
said in his final remarks.

Mr. Szito explained to The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that the
amendment to authorize the raising
of funds makes the board able to
actively seek funding for capital
improvements. The board is also to
investigate the option to start up a
501c3 nonprofit organization that
could then continuously raise funds
for capital improvements, rather than
on a project by project basis as is
done now and in the past, he told The
Leader and The Times.

 The 501c3 could also take over as
the sole entity to raise funds versus
having the Friends of The Library
taking on that task, Mr. Szito added.
The Maplewood library currently
raises funds in this manner, and Mayor
Colleen Mahr suggested this to the
library last month in a public meet-
ing.

The Library Board of Trustees is
also looking to have the architect
come up with a final plan so that it can
get an accurate cost of the proposed
expansion, Mr. Szito said.

The council also passed, on final
reading, an amendment to a bond
ordinance originally adopted in
March in order to move money out
of road projects, where a project was
completed under budget, and using
those leftover funds towards a match-
ing grant that will go to fund a
streetscape, Chief Financial Officer
Fred Tompkins explained two weeks
ago when the ordinance was intro-
duced.

Leaf pick up has ceased until this
coming April, Councilman Jack
Molenaar said in his public works
committee report. He asked all resi-
dents to no longer place leaves in the
roadway.

An additional $1,000 annually was
approved to be added to the bill from
Plainfield Municipal Utilities Au-
thority (PMUA) to cover costs for
additional recycling containers,
Mayor Colleen Mahr said. In June
the borough entered into a three-
year, shared services agreement with
PMUA at a cost of $120,000 per
year. The amendment to the resolu-
tion would bring that to $121,000
per year.

The council also agreed to an ex-
tension of the contract for the bor-
ough engineer through January 31.

An amended contract with the bor-
ough attorney was also approved for
the attorney’s work associated with
affordable housing.

A resolution to award a contract
with Keytech to perform core samples
on Poplar Place was also passed. In
addition, the council passed a resolu-
tion to award a contract with DeBiasse
& Seminar for design improvements
to preserve the foundation of the Com-
munity House.

Resident Michael Lewis, during
the public comment part of the meet-
ing, asked the council to “keep an
eye” on the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education budget as it is
being formed in the first quarter of
the year.

Mr. Lewis again asked the coun-
cil to consider flashing pedestrian
signs on LaGrande Avenue cross-
walks at Second and Third Streets.
He said in the last two weeks while
attempting to cross the road there,
a car came by and did not stop for
him while he waited to cross. He
echoed sentiments stated by coun-
cilmen in earlier meetings regard-
ing their support of the new stop
sign on North Avenue and Sheelen’s
Crossing, and asked that for addi-
tional safety measures on LaGrande
Avenue.

Councilman Molenaar, in his clos-
ing statements, said that come 2017
he will continue to focus on pedes-
trian safety. “I agree we need a flash-
ing sign on LaGrande and Second,”
he said, adding that it is a county road
thus making it “harder” to make hap-
pen. He also said in 2017 as part of his
role as a member of a subcommittee
for the library, he looks forward to
“making sure we have a library to
give to the next 50 to 60 years of
Fanwoodians.”

Mayor Mahr in her end of year
speech, highlighted the work of the
mayor and council. She mentioned
the new residential and commercial
projects. “We worked hard on creat-
ing an open space fund… We saw the
evolution of how we provide recy-
cling to the community… We are
looking to make improvements on
our parks…. We had a great
accomplishment…on finalizing our
affordable housing obligation,”
Mayor Mahr said.

During public comment, a resi-
dent of Judy Lane in Scotch Plains
informed the council of his concerns
of cellular companies placing cell
antennae atop PSE&G towers and
equipment at the base of the tower in
residential zones, where in Scotch
Plains is currently not allowed.

On Thursday, January 5, the Scotch
Plains zoning board is to hear a vari-
ance application by New Cingular
Wireless to place antennae and an
equipment shelter on a PSE&G tower
on Judy Lane, he said. The negative
impacts, he said, include radiation
emissions, commercial traffic to ser-
vice the equipment, and a reduction
in property values.

Park Teachers Demonstrate
Writing/Art Program to BOE

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Park Middle
School writing teacher Alex Hanner
and art teacher Barbara Prestidge pre-
sented their writing and art program
at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education meeting last Thursday
evening.

The program, called “Enriching
Imaging in Writing Through Art,”
was explained by both teachers using
a drawing crafted by Ms. Prestidge.
The drawing included all imagery
that came to mind by the teacher
when it came to her memory of the
longtime yearly Labor Day feast held
at St. Bartholomew the Apostle Ro-
man Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.
The picture was shown to capture
feelings as well as sights, sounds and
even tastes. She noted that writing
how she felt at the yearly event as well
as her childhood memories of it helped
her make her piece of art.

Ms. Prestidge stated, “I get richer
imaging through writing and the im-
aging then does change when you
write.  I write all the time before I start
painting,” she stated.

The two teachers then asked the
members of the board to make their
own pictures based on a long list of
words used to describe Superstorm
Sandy.

The teachers indicated that the pro-
gram was something that they had
learned through a Kean University
workshop and had worked with As-
sistant Superintendent of Schools Joan

Mast to bring to Park Middle School.
Students from the middle school

showed their works of art in addition
to the corresponding writing.

A local mother of one of the fea-
tured artists and a teacher herself,
Julia Rosen, commended the program
and complimented the district for
having a well-put-together art and
writing program. She said “art brings
tolerance and understanding to ev-
eryone.”

In other business, it was noted that
there are approximately 25 courses
awaiting approval at the board’s next
meeting for the Summer 2017 work-
shops. These courses include Kinder-
garten, grade-school, middle-school
and high-school courses. Examples
of such courses include Budding Fash-
ion Design, Theatre Workshop, Digi-
tal Video Production. Math Mania
and Game Design 101.

The board also heard its bi-annual
mandated Harassment Intimidation
and Bullying (H.I.B.) report given by
Cailin Frantz, district anti-bullying
coordinator, and Lisa Rebimas, di-
rector of special services.

According to the report 45 inci-
dents were investigated and eight were
found to be confirmed cases. The
report stated there were two cases
based on race, one on ancestry and
another on gender. Ms. Franz also
said some of these cases could be in
duplicate categories. It was noted that
there were disciplinary actions taken
for these cases as well as remediation
taken that included counseling.

In addition, she noted that staff
awareness and training workshops are
ongoing. Two that were reported to
have been recently completed were
Gang Awareness and a program re-
garding transgender students.

The next board of education meet-
ing is scheduled for Thursday, De-
cember 22, at 7:30 p.m., in the Ad-
ministration Building on Evergreen
Avenue and Cedar Street in Scotch
Plains. Scheduled to appear during
this meeting are the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Music En-
sembles featuring the Chamber Choir.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Lauren S. Barr for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VENGEANCE BILL PULLED...Newspaper publishers gathered in the General
Assembly chambers at the Statehouse in Trenton on Monday to lobby against
legislation that would allow counties and towns to publish legal notices on their
own websites instead of  in newspapers. The legislation was pulled in the Assembly
and Senate due to a lack of votes to pass the measure.
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First Congregational Church of Westfield invites you to celebrate 
the blessings of peace, love, hope and joy with us this Christmas 
and throughout the new year.

Christmas Eve
Saturday, December 24
Children’s Pageant, 5 pm
Candlelight Service, 10 pm
 
Christmas Morning
Sunday, December 25, 10 am
Family Worship Service

Carol Sing &  
“Ask the Minister”
Sunday, January 1, 10 am
Family Worship Service
 

125 Elmer Street, Westfield  

Parking available on street and in rear lot.

A member of 
the United  

Church of Christ

Celebrate Christmas  
at First Congregational Church! 

Jewelers&N C
Nabig Sakr Carmen Cascao908-233-3380

102 Quimby Street Westfield, NJ

18k Diamond, Opal & Tsavorite Pendant

M T W Thurs & F: 10am to 7:30pm

Christmas Eve: 9am to 4pm • Sunday: Closed

Holiday Hours:

HOLIDAY SALE 25% Off
All In-Stock Merchandise • December 1st thru 24th

The Westfield Leader
The Scotch Plains – Fanwood 

TIMES

908-232-4407     goleader.com/subscribe

A wonderful Christmas 

gift suggestion...

a subscription 

to the 

LEADER / TIMES!

First in local 

readership, advertising, features 

and news coverage...

just a call or a few clicks away

for 52 Big Issues!

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SOUNDS OF CHRISTMAS...The New Jersey Workshop for the Arts Brass
Quintet performs in downtown Westfield on Sunday afternoon.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SWISS TRADITION...Ted Schlossberg and Martina Struck of the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts perform alpenhorns in downtown Westfield  Saturday
afternoon in Downtown Westfield.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SWIM WITH SANTA...The Westfield  Area “Y’s” first ever “Swim with Santa”
event took place on Sunday at the “Y.”

Official Says It’s ‘Almost
Impossible’ to Hack Elections

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY – Board of Elections Ad-
ministrator Dennis Kobitz told the
Union County Freeholder Board last
week that it unlikely anyone could hack
the county’s elections system as none of
the data that is on the county’s comput-
erized elections machines is on the
Internet.

“The only way to hack our machines
– unlike other states that have every-
thing on the Internet – they would liter-
ally have to get to the back of the
machine…I tell you it’s almost impos-
sible,” Mr. Kobitz said in response to a
question from Freeholder Angel
Estrada. He said county voting ma-
chines have security seals that are serial
numbered.

“Everything is recorded since the
state went to machines with (serial)
numbers,” Mr. Kobitz said, noting a
hacker would have to remove the com-
puter chip from the voting machine,
“which is virtually impossible.’

He said the Board of Elections was
more concerned about the integrity of
the voter registration system. Coun-
ties, he said, have been instructed to
change their passwords every three
months to avoid being hacked. Also,
counties have been watching how many
registrations they are inputting as well
as removing from the system “to make
sure the numbers don’t change,” Mr.
Kobitz said. He said the only way the
system could be changed is if a hacker
“deleted a whole bunch of voters”
from county records. Mr. Kobitz said
the county is up to 329,000 registered
voters, the most in its history.

The board also considered a one-
year $120,000 contract with Royal
Printing of West New York, N.J., to
print voting authority books and poll
books for 2017 elections. Another

$25,000 will go to Denver, Col.-based
Dominion Voting Systems to provide
licensing, maintenance and support
for the WinEDS voting system to con-
duct elections. Also, The Liberty Group
of Berkeley Heights will be hired to
transport voting machines to and from
polling places at a cost of $60,000.
Main Street Movers of Irvington will
also be hired at $15,000 to move the
machines.

Another contract discussed was We
Are One New Jersey, Inc., to provide
services for those persons seeking
citzenship. Amy Wagner, director of
economic development, said 474 of
the 516 persons that are being assisted
by the the company have filed to be-
come citizens and are at various stages
of the citizenship process. The one-
year contract is for $245,000 and is an
extension of the current one-year con-
tract with the county.

“It has really been incredibly suc-
cessful,” Ms. Wagner said of the pro-
gram.

Also, Frank Guzzo, director of hu-
man services, has asked the board to
approve a 10-year lease for the proba-
tion office in Plainfield. The contract
includes two blocks of five years for the
county to renew the agreement. Each of
the five-year renewals would include 3
percent increases, Mr. Guzzo said. The
office is located on Front Street.

Another resolution discussed was
the inmate phone system at the county
jail. The county would enter into a
state contract with ETL, the state ven-
dor, to lower the cost of inmates mak-
ing outside calls from the current 25
cents per minute to four cents per
minute.

The freeholders will vote on these
resolutions, as well an ordinance to
increase freeholders and department
salaries at tonight’s regular meeting.

Fanwood Rec. Commission
Holds Last Meeting of Year

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD — The recreation
commission met Tuesday for its end
of the year meeting at Sheelen’s Cross-
ing Pub and Bistro. The commission
agreed to submit a list of Phase 1
projects to be presented with a Green
Acres Grant submission to be applied
for by the borough council.

The commission by a majority vote
chose to have the refurbished basket-
ball courts and a playground be added
to Phase 1 of the master plan concept
for Forest Road Park. The grant writer
had recommended to the commission
to apply for approximately $250,000
to $500,000, and so the additional
projects would bring the estimated
costs in line with the grant writer’s
suggestion.

The initial Phase 1 of the master
plan included removing the tennis
courts, adding an irrigation system,
adding a gazebo with three access
paths, landscaping, and adding hand-
ball courts. The playground is planned
to be placed where the tennis courts
are currently situated.

Commission member Bruce
Zakarin had said he would not sup-
port a new playground at Forest Road
Park until the playground at La Grande
Park has been upgraded. Board Chair-
man Joe Valente had said that, “if you
rip up the tennis courts then you need
to complete that area with the play-
ground.”

The application deadline is in Feb-
ruary.

The commission also has garnered
another grant for $180,000, Commis-
sion Director Bob Budiansky said,
for use in the Forest Road Park im-
provements. The commission also
agreed to add a trash can at the skate

park in Forest Road Park.
After a resident voiced concern

with noise due to the skate boarders,
the commission has sought out an
estimate from a landscaper to add a
privacy hedge on the Saint Johns Place
side of the skate park. However, Mr.
Budiansky said the landscaper has
not yet sent the estimate. He had
hoped to have a price for the last
meeting of the year. He said he would
seek out another landscaper for a cost
estimate.

In regards to the helmet policy at
the skate park, commission member
Eryn Sinclair said she is looking to
hold a seminar about the safety of
helmets at the middle school.

Commission member Amy Boroff
discussed the idea of going to the
council with proposed changes to
ordinances that govern borough parks.

The commission voted, 4-to-3,
against asking the council to reevalu-
ate the ordinance that prohibits alco-
hol in the parks. Mr. Boroff had said
that Autism Rocks had inquired about
adding a beer garden to its annual
fundraising event, but alcohol is pro-
hibited under the ordinance. Ms.
Boroff had suggested that alcohol use
be allowed with a permit for certain
events. Mr. Zakarin had said he was
against alcohol in the parks because it
is a “family place.”

Ms. Boroff also asked about food
trucks in the parks. Councilwoman
Erin Mc Elroy-Barker said food trucks
are allowed to operate at the park for
events.

The idea of allowing a pet fair in
the park was a topic Ms. Boroff had
on the agenda to discuss, but she
tabled it for a later meeting. Cur-
rently, pets are not allowed in the
park.

Cranford Hist. Soc. Given
Grant From Wells Fargo

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Historical Society was awarded a
$1,000 grant on October 18 by the
Wells Fargo Foundation to support
the organization’s mission to pre-
serve and perpetuate Cranford’s his-
tory.

The Cranford Historical Society
was founded in 1927 by a small
group of Cranford citizens inter-
ested in preserving the town’s
unique history. Entering its 90th
anniversary in 2017, the Society
continues to be dedicated to the
preservation and perpetuation of
Cranford’s history.

Its collection today includes pho-
tographs, scrapbooks, glass nega-
tives, furniture, tools, kitchen and
farm implements, costumes, books,
letters and numerous other artifacts
related to Cranford and its citizens.
The Cranford Historical Society
continues to collect and document
Cranford’s history for future gen-
erations.

The Historical Society serves the
people of Cranford, Union County
and Central New Jersey and is the

caretaker of two historic homes —
the Hanson House and the Crane-
Phillips House Museum.

“We truly appreciate Wells
Fargo’s support,” said Margaret
Gerlach, president of the Cranford
Historical Society. “We will use this
grant for our Cranford Historical
Society History Award Scholarship
Fund given each year to a Cranford
High School senior.”

The grant was awarded as part of
Wells Fargo’s Community Connec-
tions program, which provides lo-
cal branch managers the opportu-
nity to make a $1,000 charitable
contribution on behalf of Wells
Fargo to a nonprofit of their choice.

Wells Fargo Northern New Jer-
sey branches distributed a total of
$148,000 in grants to support non-
profit groups, an increase from last
year’s $139,000 contributions.

Free Job Seeker Workshops
On Tap During January

SCOTCH PLAINS — Jewish
Family Service (JFS) of Central
New Jersey, a non-sectarian health
and social service agency, and
Temple Sholom will host three free
job seeker workshops entitled “New
Year, New Job, New You” on Thurs-
days, January 5, 12 and 19, from 10
a.m. to noon. They will take place at
Temple Sholom, located at 1925
Lake Avenue, Scotch Plains.

The January 5 workshop will fo-
cus on “Where Are all of the Jobs
and How do I find Them?” The
workshop on January 12 will con-
centrate on “Résumés: One Size
Doesn’t Fit All” and the January 19
workshop is entitled “Creating an
Online Presence with Social Media
– Featuring LinkedIn.”

Sheri Brown, JFS career special-
ist and career coach, will present
the workshops. She will focus on
job search skills and strategies. Ms.
Brown, who initiated the Job Seeker
Program at JFS in 2009, has worked

with more than 750 clients in both
individual and group settings. She
utilizes her unique knowledge of
recruitment and human resources
combined with her training skills to
help job seekers navigate the cur-
rent job market.

These events are open to the com-
munity at no charge. To respond in
advance, contact
SheriB@jfscentralnj.org or call
(908) 352-8375.

Borough Honors Scouts;
New Officer Joins MSPD

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Young men
in uniform filled the Borough Hall as
the governing body conducted its last
meeting of 2016 Tuesday night. The
council issued proclamations honoring
two residents, John Bittner and Robert
Patrick Greely III, who recently
achieved the status of Eagle Scout.
Eagle Scout is the highest rank attain-
able in the Boy Scouts of America.

Only 4 percent of Boy Scouts are
granted this rank after a lengthy
review process. The requirements
necessary to achieve this rank take
years to fulfill and include earning
at least 21 merit badges and demon-
strating a commitment to service
and leadership.

Mayor Paul N. Mirabelli re-
minded the audience that Moun-
tainside has produced more than a
dozen Eagle Scouts, which, he said,
is a remarkable accomplishment for
a community of its size. According
to the mayor, the young men and
women who participate in Scouting
programs are the future leaders of
the country, and he expressed the
entire community’s support and ap-
preciation for the Scout leaders, the
Scouts and their parents. For their
Eagle Scout service projects, both
of the young men spent hundreds of
hours designing, planning and work-

ing on initiatives to beautify the
grounds at the Our Lady of Lourdes
Roman Catholic Church in Moun-
tainside.

John removed four trees from in
front of the church. The trees that
were removed were planted when
the church was built in the 1950s
and had become overgrown and in-
fected, interfering with the church’s
roof and gutter system. He replaced
the damaged trees with shrubs and
other bushes. Fellow Eagle Robert
created a memorial rose garden hon-
oring two of the women who were
involved in founding the church.
His project included installing two
garden beds with Belgium block
borders, a timed drip system, and
the planting of more than 70 shrubs,
annuals, perennials and rose bushes.

Councilman Keith Turner admin-
istered the oath of office to William
Sforza, who became the 85th police
officer in the Mountainside Police
Department’s history. In other busi-
ness, the council unanimously voted
to appoint Matthew Pristasch and
Anthony Werchas as volunteer
firefighters and awarded the contract
for the televised inspections of the
sewer systems to Oswald Enterprises.

The council’s next meeting will
be its reorganization meeting, which
will be conducted on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 3, at 7 p.m.

Reading is Good For You
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Merry Christmas!
Happy Holidays!
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Sabri Murray (120) Rahway IndiansChris Fuschetto (132) ALJ Crusaders Sam Wustefeld (182) SPF Raiders

Phil Ricca (220) Westfield Blue Devils

Chris Scorese (132) Cranford CougarsAlex Esposito (285) Cranford Cougars

Dan Tomlinson (285) Gov. Livingston Phil Angelo (138) Summit Hilltoppers

Tom DiGiovanni (126) Cranford Cougars

Anthony Capece (113) Cranford Cougars Vince Concina (170) Cranford CougarsMike Nigro (145) Cranford Cougars

Having reached the top rung on the
Union County Tournament ladder the
past two years, the senior-heavy
Cranford Cougars want to take an-
other step to the “Top Shelf” in the
section tournament and possibly the
region tournament. There should be a
mad scramble among several teams
to determine the second and third
placed teams in the county but with a
“wild” realignment in the districts,
the focus will be to figure out how to
qualify as many as possible for the
region tournament. (As always, sev-
eral wrestlers may drop a class come
tournament time)

Westfield Blue Devils:
The Blue Devils added several ex-

perienced freshmen to the lower por-
tion of the lineup and return three
very talented seniors. Some weight
classes are yet to be determined.

“We are going to have some young
kids in the lineup but they are not
inexperienced,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Glen Kurz said. “These are
kids who put in 50-60 high school
matches over the summer. They are
not coming in like your average fresh-
men. These are kids who have been

battle-tested throughout their youth
careers. They are ready to go.”

Phil Ricca (sr. — 220): Second in
UCT and District 11, fourth in Region
3, finished 28-9

Jack Miller (sr — 195): Second in
district, finished 28-5

Zach Rabinowitz (sr. — 106):
Second in district, finished 20-13

Keep eye on Isaiah Reese (jr —
160) Finished 12-13, Emmet Smith
(so — 138) third in district, finished
18-15

Roselle Park Panthers:
The Panthers’ strength appears to

be in the lower half of the weight
classes.

Park Panther first-year Head Coach
Ryan Rooney said, “I have really only
known the guys since September, so I
am really relying on the coaches that
have been here for guidance. We want
our kids to be aggressive and wrestle
hard. We emphasize attitude. The at-
titude will determine the altitude.”

Rene Perez (sr — 145): 2nd dis-
trict, finished 25-10

Jon Mejia (jr — 120): 2nd dis-
trict, finished 20-15

Josh Mejia (jr — 126), Elvin
Guerrero (so — 138), Gabe Leo (so
— 106):

Mark Montgomery (so — 113):
2nd UCT, 1st district, finished 28-5

Cranford Cougars:
The UCT champion Cougars, now

a senior-heavy squad, return five dis-
trict champs, and six NJSIAA qualifi-
ers.

“There are some cool things for
these seniors to make memories but
the biggest thing is to keep our eyes
on the prize, getting kids on the top of

the podium, getting our team to the
championships of tournaments and
not settling for just having a good
year,” Head Coach Pat Gorman said.

Mike Nigro (sr – 145): 3rd UCT,
2nd district, 3rd in Region 3, finished
21-20

Tom DiGiovanni (sr — 126): twice
UCT & district champ, 3rd in Region
3, finished 28-9

Anthony Capece (sr — 113): UCT
& district champ, 2nd in Region, fin-
ished 30-7

Chris Scorese (sr — 132): twice
UCT & district champ, second in
Region 3, finished 37-5 won 3 at AC.
100 career wins

Vince Concina (sr — 170): 2nd
UCT, 1st district, 2nd in Region 3,
finished 31-8

Brian McGovern (sr — 160):
1UCT & district, finished 25-7

Alex Esposito (sr — 285): 1st UCT
& district, 2nd in Region 3, finished
32-10

Keep an eye on Conor Halpin (so
— 120): 3rd UCT & district, finished
24-12; Dylan Budnik (jr — 195) 3rd
UCT & district

Scotch Plains-Fanwood:
The Raiders graduated a strong core

but return many experienced under-
classmen, including two who were
out of the lineup due to injury.

“I think we have nine returners
from last year, which makes us still
young because there were juniors and
sophomores in the lineup, guys with
experience. We have a lot of guys,
who trained with the philosophy of
last year’s team,” Raider Head Marc
Fabiano said.

Sam Wustefeld (jr — 182): 3rd in
UCT, 1st district, 3rd region, AC quali-
fier, finished 29-8

Jack Cannon (jr – 138): Missed
last season with injury.

Nick Palazzola (jr — 152): Missed
last season with injury

Keep eye on Alex Oslislo (so —

GAGUM GETS 9 PTS, LaCORTE 8 PTS, McDANIEL 7 PTS

Tigers Outrun Blue Devil Boys
In St Jude Hoops Classic, 83-37

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Speed, quickness, agility and depth
was showcased in a big way by the
third-ranked Linden High School boys
basketball team during the St. Jude
Classic a fundraiser hosted by Union
High School on December 16 to ben-
efit the St. Jude Pediatric Cancer Re-
search Hospital. The six teams in-
volved were the Union Farmers, the
Elizabeth Minutemen, the Linden Ti-
gers, the second-ranked Roselle
Catholic Lions, the Trenton Catholic
Academy Iron Mikes and the
Westfield Blue Devils.

Unfortunately for Westfield, the

Tigers put all their talents together at
the expense of the Blue Devils to
sprint to an 83-37 victory in Game 2
of the three-game classic. It was cer-
tainly considered a baptism by fire
since it was the Blue Devils’ season
opener and they had only one return-
ing starter from last year’s squad.

“It would be foolish of me to think
we are going to come out here and not
make mistakes, especially when you
are playing with four guys, who didn’t
see a whole lot of varsity time,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Daryl Palmieri
said. “I said to Jan [Cocozziello —
Assistant Coach] at halftime, ‘there’s
no better way to learn how to play

basketball than to play against the
best.’ We truly were playing against
the best tonight. For our young guys,
we hope they learn, come back next
practice and become better players.”

Senior forward Matt LaCorte, the
sole Blue Devil returning starter, sank
eight points, including a pair of 3-
pointers, and added three rebounds, a
steal and a tipped ball that led to a
steal. Senior forward Jeff Gagum and
junior guard Adam McDaniel, who
both received limited court time last
year, scored nine points and seven
points, respectively. Gagum and
McDaniel each had three rebounds.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Jack Miller 195 Westfield Blue Devils

Cougars Still Team to Beat for UCT Top Rung by David B. Corbin
See story/photos at goleader.com

Ballyhoo Sports

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LOOKING FOR AN OPEN BLUE DEVIL...Blue Devil junior guard Adam McDaniel, No. 10, looks for an open teammate
in the season opening game against the No. 3 Linden Tigers at Union High School on December 16.
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Westfield Baseball League
Spring Registration

Spring 2017 registration is now open!
Visit our website at www.westfieldbaseball.com

Registration is open to all residents of Westfield currently in
grades K through 10.  The Westfield Baseball League is grade

specific and team assignments are based accordingly.

See you in the Spring !!

The deadline for on-time registration is February 16th, 2017. All
registrations received after February 16th will be subject to a late fee.

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WHS Football’s Best
Of the Past 57 Years

Picking an all-county or all-area
team is difficult enough. Attempting
to pick a legitimate all-state team is
nearly impossible. And a high school
all-American team? Forget it.

So, why would anybody try to pick
an all-Westfield football team for the
past 57 years – covering the 1960
season through the current one? There
were so many different offenses –
single wing, double wing-T unbal-
anced line, double wing-T balanced
line, pro-set, pro-set I formation, Dela-
ware wing-T, pro-set, and now the no-
huddle, spread. At least the defense
has been either a 5-2 or a 4-4.

The answer is, as a comedian – Don
Knotts? Pat Paulsen? – used to say
back in the ’60s, ‘why not?’

The following list contains my best
players at WHS since the end of the
Eisenhower administration – 112 in
total, with 50 offense, 50 defense, 12
special teams, although most were
two-way stars. Remember, this is just
my opinion, based strictly on their
WHS days. If you asked 13 people
who the best running back was, six
might say Glen Kehler, six might say
Butch Woolfolk, and one (me) would
say Rudy Brown should be in that
debate. But there will always be argu-
ments about ‘all’ teams, and that’s not
a bad thing.

If you think somebody was over-
looked, write me at bj1019@aol.com
and state your case. With enough re-
sponses/complaints/threats, maybe
there will be another Den on the sub-
ject. Apologies in advance to those
honestly overlooked.

So here is my “all-Heinz” team,
WHS’s football elite of the past 57
seasons. The top player(s) at each
spot is listed first, and the others are
listed alphabetically (with graduation
year).
OFFENSE

End: Jack Shirk (’17); Chris
Boutsikaris (’16), Brian Ciemniecki
(’96), Dylan Elliott (’14), Sean Elliott

(’15), Pat Gray (’10), Marty Howarth
(’63), David Kane (’14), Steve Kocaj
(’92), Dave Lavender (’87), Skeeter
MacCloskey (’70), Bill Napier (’71),
Pete Ondi (’12), Frank Ritter (’74),
Chris Sheehan (’09).

Line: Peter Braun (’61) and Jim
Zitch (’71); Brandon Dietz (’10), Bob
Harvey (’71), Matt Krug (’99), Tom
Langton (’99), Jim Minno (’65), Dave
Morash (’63), Tom Morley (’16), Ron
Nobile (’94), Tom Norton (’92), Max
Schwetje (’17), Chris Vejnoska (’73),
Paul Wampler (’87), Tom Wansaw
(’08), Greg Weiss (’62).

Quarterback: Joe Monninger (’71);
Dave Brown (’88), Tony DiIorio (’09),
Brandon Doerr (’99), Dan Kerr (’11),

Phil Martini (’17), Dick Stotler (’66).
Running back: Rudy Brown (’65),

Glen Kehler (’75) and Butch Woolfolk
(’78); Kevin Bonner (’71), Jack Curry
(’16), Ed Galauski (’62), Terence
Jenkins (’02), Ricardo Johnson (’09),
Frank Kelly (’78), Jim Kovacs (’62),
A.J. Murray (’11), Bruce Otzmann
(’69).
DEFENSE

Line: Rick Sampson (’78) and
Owen Kessler (’17); Bob Adelaar
(’62), Bill Backus (’67), Rick Baldwin
(’75), Maurice Barnett (’92), Andrew
Cary (’87), Jeff Gagum (’17), Montel
Glasco (’04), Gerry Glassey (’67),
John Iglar (’78), Dave Jackson (’82),
Mark Jackson (’73), Willie Johnson
(’10), Nick Maher (’17), Joe Scaglione
(’14), Bret Schundler (’77), Chris
Sweeney (’14).

Linebacker: Matt Daly (’02) and
John Kerr (’72); Matt Andzel (’02),
Bill Bryant (’62), Brian Butts (’03),
Brian Cheek (’91), Todd Dowling
(’99), Leroy Gallman (’64), Will
Harbaugh (’07), Jerry Hendershott
(’65), Frank Jackson (’70), Erwyn
Lyght (’95), Bob McNally (’77), Doug
Murphy (’67), Scott Newman (’08),
Jack Simcox (’15), Jason Yarusi (’97).

Secondary: Paul Byrne (’69) and
Bruce Jester (’75); Harry Beane (’64),
Owen Brand (’78), Neil Chamberlin
(’72), Jan Cocozziello (‘04), Bobby
Davis (’74), Kevin Dowling (’97),
John Fox (’91), Ron Hall (’66), Chuck
Hood (’66), Chuck Mueller (’87),
James O’Rourke (’12), Lamont Turner
(’99), Dwight Winn (’62).
SPECIAL TEAMS

Kickoff returner: Keith Davis
(’73); Jason Osborne (’98), Tony
Tiller (’86).

Punt returner: Jelani Pierre (’16);
Kent Burke (’91), Leroy Gallman
(’89).

Kicker: Mike Moriarty (’17); Jon
Gribbin (’13), K.C. Knobloch (’78).

Punter: Stephen Cheek (’95); Clint
Factor (’88),Bob Brewster ('68).

NO. 7, AT LAST
Talk about ironic … when you call

up nj.com’s Football Top 20, the first
thing you see is a photo of Steve
Barden in Westfield uniform “No. 1.”

To refresh your memory, back on
Sept. 3, nj.com came out with its
preseason Top 20, with no. WHS.
Even with a Next 10 they still man-
aged to overlook WHS. Wasn’t WHS
ranked No. 6 in nj.com’s final 2015
rankings? And didn’t WHS have 11
returning starters from a 12-0 team?

The preseason Top 30 included an
absurd 15 catholic/private schools.
The Top 10 had two teams from the
Shore Conference, plus a third at No.
11. Cranford was at No. 17 and
Phillipsburg, which WHS humiliated
a week earlier in a scrimmage, at No.
10!

Of course, it’s where you are ranked
in December that matters, not Sep-
tember.

So this year’s Blue Devils just kept
winning and finally got back into the
Top 20, then the Top 10 and eventu-
ally finished with a final ranking of
No. 7. With their state-best 25-game

winning streak, they were the state’s
top-ranked Group 5 team.

After final rankings of 6 and 7 the
past two years, and with 10 starters
returning, where will WHS be ranked
next September? And, more impor-
tant, where will it be ranked in De-
cember?

In other football news, Owen
Kessler was named first-team all-state
(all-Groups) by nj.com, won the
Booster’s defensive MVP award and
was the Courier-News Defensive
Player of the Year. The three-year
starter at defensive end accounted for
79 tackles, including 17 for a loss and
13 sacks. He is the fourth Blue Devil
since 2000 to win the C-N defensive

award. The others were linebacker
Matt Daly (2001), cornerback James
O’Rourke (2011) and linebacker Jack
Simcox (2014).

Jack Shirk won the Booster’s of-
fensive MVP award. He and Kessler
were named to the N.J. Football
Coaches Association’s Super 100
team. Shirk also was named to
nj.com’s second-team Group 5 team,
along with Phil Martini. Max Schwetje
and Mike Moriarty earned third-team
Group 5. Kessler also was named to
News12 Varsity’s first-team all-North
Jersey team, while Jeff Gagum and
Shirk were second team.

FALL UPDATE
BOYS SOCCER: Seniors Kevin

Reinhard (All-Groups second team)
and Owen Ripperger (Group 4 third
team) earned all-state, while Eric Shaw
was named the Union County Coach
of the Year.

The boys team finished 15-4-2,
Union County champs in a memo-
rable 2-1 win over SPF at Kean, and
was ranked No. 12 in the final Top 20.
The jayvees were 14-5-1 and reached
the UCT final, losing to Elizabeth.

GIRLS SOCCER: Congratula-
tions to seniors Liz Brucia and Taylor
Morgan and junior Natalie Bond for
earning all-state status. It was the third
consecutive all-state listing for the
trio.

Brucia received first-team All-
Groups. Headed to the University of
Georgia, she is four-year starter. With
38 career shutouts she joins the ranks
of WHS’s elite goalies like Westfield
Athletic Hall of Famers Marcy Will-
iams (’90), Amy Williams (’97) and
Vicki Nusse (’98).

The University of Alabama-bound
Morgan was second-team All-Groups,
while Bond earned third-team Group
4.

The girls were 15-0-5 and finished
with the No. 6 ranking in the final Top
20. With Bond, Grace Elliott, Melina
McDevitt and Josie Greenwood lead-
ing the returnees, and with players
moving up from a 16-1 junior varsity
team, 2017 should be another solid
season.

FIELD HOCKEY: The 12-8-1
Devils will need to replace standout
goalie Christina Seery along with top
scorers Shannon Devitt and Zoe
Rader. But juniors Bridgit Raftery
and Megan Weber, sophomores
Hannah Jepsen, Maggie Kelly, Lily
Maz and Olivia Pierce and a 7-4-5
jayvee team make the future bright.

VOLLEYBALL: Junior Stephanie
Borr made first-team Group 4, while
senior teammate Lizzy Sottung was
second-team Group 4. Both are two-
time all-state selections. The
volleyballers finished 19-6, the fourth
most wins in school history.

With 377 coaching Ws in 23 years,
Bev Torok is closing in on 400. Only
three WHS coaches – bowling’s Mike
Tirone (407), boys tennis’ George
Kapner (575) and baseball’s Bob
Brewster (594) – have more Ws in a
single sport. The jayvees went 16-6
under first-year assistant Jay Cook,
finishing second in the UCT.

BIG TIME RECEIVER..Blue Devil Jack Shirk caught 93 passes in his career .

WF Blue Devil Icemen Notch
Two Victories and One Tie

Photo courtesy of James Finver

GAME WINNING GOAL...Alex Park, center, celebrates after scoring the game-winning goal against Verona-Glen Ridge
with teammates Matt Cetlin, left, and Trevor Tanella, right.

Led by senior captains Ethan Finver
and Brendan Glenn, the Westfield
High School boys ice hockey team
improved its season record to 4-0-3
this past week. The Blue Devils
notched a tie and a win against divi-
sion rivals Montclair Kimberly Acad-
emy and finished the week with a win
against Verona-Glen Ridge.

The Blue Devils played the first leg
of a home-and-home series against
the MKA Cougars at Woodbridge
Community Center on December 13.
The Cougars broke the scoreless
match at 8:05 of the first period when
brothers Matthew and James Buckley
teamed up to earn MKA a 1-0 lead at
the end of the first period.

The Blue Devils tied this closely
contested match at 1-1 on a power
play goal at 9:06 of the second period
when junior center Matt Cetlin, jock-
eying for position in front of the Cou-
gar cage, tipped a Tanner Devin blast
from the point, assisted by Brendan
Glenn. A hard-fought scoreless third
resulted in the 1-1 tie. Blue Devils
goalie Ethan Finver grabbed 19 pucks
on 20 shots, while MKA net-minder
Jared Brunner saw 34 Blue Devil
shots, stopping 33.

On December 16 at Clary Ander-
son Arena, the Blue Devils and Cou-
gars skated the back end of the home-
and-home, with continued tight play
ending the first period in a 0-0 tie. The
Blue Devils’ broke the scoring drought
halfway through the second period
when junior center Sean Taylor ripped
a wrist shot from the slot at 8:21 of the

first period to take a 1-0 lead.
At 6:38, the speedy winger An-

thony Oliveri beat two Cougar
defensemen to a puck behind the net
and slipped a beautiful wraparound
shot past the Cougar goaltender to
take a dominating 3-0 Blue Devils
lead. The Devils banked a 7-2 win on
additional goals by Oliveri and Ken-
neth Meyer. Captain Ethan Finver
notched the Blue Devils’ third win of
the season with 18 saves.

On December 18, the Blue Devils
faced Verona-Glen Ridge (VGR) in
another defensive struggle. Freshman
standout Trevor Tanella netted his
first goal of the year on a even-strength
blast from the point at 7:26 remaining
in the second period to stake the Blue

Devils to a 1-0 lead. That lead would
extend to 2-0 early in the third period,
when, at 13:22, sophomore forward
Alex Park, on an assist from center
Sean Taylor, sent home the insurance
goal.

That insurance was necessary six
minutes later when VGR scored to
close to within one with 7:26 remain-
ing in the game. The Blue Devils
maintained the heated pace and closed
out VGR for their fourth win against
no losses and three ties. Finver denied
15 out of 16 shots for the win, while
VGR keeper Colin Gilmore stopped
33 out of 35 shots in the loss. Next up
for the surging Blue Devils would be
Cranford on December 21 and
Livingston on December 23.

Raider Matmen Thrash
Hillsborough Boys, 60-8

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School wrestling team thrashed
Hillsborough, 60-8, in its season
opener in Scotch Plains on December
16. The 1-0 Raiders won all but two
bouts and recorded six falls.

The Raiders won all three key
match-ups of quality wrestlers. Raider
junior Jack Cannon earned a 4-2 deci-
sion over Ray O’Callaghan at 138-lbs
then sophomore Alex Oslislo edged

Ari Weinberger, 7-6, at 160-lbs. Jun-
ior Sam Wustefeld claimed a 3-0 de-
cision over Mike Dooley at 182-lbs.

At 106-lbs, Raider Mike Fleck
showed Vince Aboosamara the lights
in 2:00 then Jeremy Lenart silenced
Adarsh Ramakrisnan in 56 seconds at
113-lbs. Nick Palazzolo pinned Chris
Monyar in 1:24 at 152-lbs and Zach
Fleischman pinned Arex Wyatt in 1:30
at 170-lbs. Raider Ed Smith stopped
Kevin Klein in 1:24 at 195-lbs and
Bobby Mount pinned Nick Pezza in
4:44 at 220-lbs.

Raider Billy Root claimed a 5-1
decision over Lou DiGirolamo at 285-
lbs, while Noah Samms (145-lbs) and
Brian Weideli (120-lbs) received for-
feits. Hillsborough’s Anthony
Donnadio won by 16-0, 3:25 technal
fall over Justin Sidebottom at 126-lbs
and Josh Villa decisioned Raider
Jacob Perone, 8-2, at 132-lbs.

The Raiders will face the Westfield
Blue Devils in the Annual Pin Can-
cer Classic this Friday, December
23, at 7 p.m.

WESTFIELD
WESTCongratulations

to the Top Ten Club for November 2016
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Annual Pin Cancer
Match Set for Friday
The Annual Pin Cancer wrestling

showdown between Westfield and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood has been set
for this Friday night, December 23,
in Westfield. The event will begin
with the Middle Schools wrestling
at 4 p.m. and the JV at 5:30 p.m.
followed by the varsity at 6:30 p.m.

In 2014, the Raiders were trailing
Westfield, 33-30, entering the final
bout. Mike Ridge jumped up a weight
class to face the powerful Kevin
Frega and pulled ou an 8-0 majority
decision for a 34-33 Raider victory.

In February 2015, Blue Devil Alan
Dente secured a 35-28 Westfield
victory with a 4-3 decision at 138-
lbs. Last year Jaylen Bryant notched
a key victory at 285-lb to earn the
Raiders a 37-25 victory.

In addition to what should be a
spirited night of wrestling, it is a Pin
Cancer Event, where both teams
engage in fundraising towards can-
cer research. So while we would
love to pack the Gym and have all of
your emotional support for the team
by coming and cheering, we are also
asking for some financial support.

Please visit the following link to
see their webpage for this event:
https://getinvolved.pincancer.org/
team/100303?is_new=true.

Please visit this site prior to the
match and donate if you can. We all
have had a loved one in our lives
impacted by cancer. Please take this
chance to make a donation of any
size and make a difference.

Cranford Athletes
Of The Week

Cam Wichelns
Ricky Poszyler

On Page 16

Probitas Verus Honos
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

BONDAROWICZ, COHEN, HEATH SET PATH TO VICTORY

Raider Boys Make Waves
In Swim Win Over Chatham

FRAZIER, DUNCHUS, SMALL, MAIZES ESTABLISH PACE

Lady Raiders Sink Chatham
In Swim Showdown, 95.5-74.5

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys swim team defeated the
Chatham Cougars, 95-75, in a dual
meet held on December 14 at the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA pool.
The Raiders followed a formula that
figures to be very successful this sea-
son as stalwarts Chris Bondarowicz,
Josh Cohen and Nick Heath each won
individual events and helped anchor

strong relay teams.
Heath actually won a pair of indi-

vidual events on the afternoon, taking
first in both the 50-freestyle (23.16),
touching just ahead of SP-F team-
mate Eric Chang (23.39) and the 100-
backstroke (1:02.29). Earlier Heath
combined with Eric Chang, Brady
Rash and Alan Shao for an opening
race victory in the 200-medley relay
(1:43.51). The 200-medley victory
was a great boost for the Raiders as
they touched 1-2 in the opening race
with the team of Josh Cohen, Daniel
Donaldson, Brian Kenney and Drew
Burfeindt taking second (1:48.93).

Bondarowicz won the 200-free
(1:47.92) ahead of Chatham’s Tho-
mas Barrett (1:52.20) and Raider
teammate Brian Kenney (1:52.73).
Cohen followed that with a win in the
200 Individual Medley (2:01.93), well
ahead of Chatham’s Jimmy Coyne
(2:09.46).

After Heath’s victory in the 50-
free, it was another Raider, Shao,
who prevailed in the 100-butterfly
(53.70) finishing ahead of teammate
Rash (58.82). Kenny stretched the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood win streak
to six with a victory in the 100-free
(52.56). By then the Raiders had
amassed a commanding 58-36 lead
in the team point total.

Chatham finally broke through with
a win in the 500-free where Thomas

Barrett posted a time of 5:05.12, ahead
of Raider Eric Chang (5:09.56).

The Raiders got back on the win-
ning track with a win in the 200-free
relay. The foursome of Bondarowicz,
Rash, Shao and Cohen posted a win-
ning effort of 1:32.89 compared to
Chatham’s second place foursome of
Will Covino, Einar Klarlund, Will
Macchia and Ethan Ding (1:38.11).

After Heath took home his second
first place finish of the afternoon in

the 100-back, Chatham got its only
other individual victory when Coyne
won the 100-breaststroke in 1:04.67.
Coyne touched just ahead of Rash
(1:04.73).

The Raiders finished out the day
with a victory in the 400-free relay
where Cohen, Shao, Bondarowicz and

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls swim team won a key early
season showdown against highly ranked
Chatham, scoring a 95.5-74.5 victory in
a dual meet held on December 14 at the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA pool.
Fueled by a 1-2-3 finish in the 50-
freestyle, the Raiders were able to take
the lead and never look back against a
team ranked in the top-10 that had
beaten them twice last season.

“This is a nice early season win for
us to pick up,” said Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Head Coach Jess Hulnik.
“Chatham is a fantastic team. In a lot
of ways they are like us in that They
have a lot of kids with different op-
tions, so it’s hard to plan a meet.
You’re guessing a little bit and you’re
hoping you guess right. We could
very easily see them again.”

Erika Frazier (25.11), Maya Dunchus
(25.55) and Megan Small (25.59) swept
first, second and third for the Raiders in
the 50-free staking Scotch Plains-
Fanwood to a healthy 36.5-25.5 lead
after four events. The clean sweep caught
everyone by surprise.

“We actually changed the lineup,”
Erika Frazier said. “After warm-ups I
found out I would be swimming the
50 free.”

Even Coach Hulnik seemed sur-
prised by the result.

“To go 1-2-3 in the 50-free,” said
Hulnik. “Well, that was completely
unexpected.”

Teammate Stephanie Judge fol-
lowed that with a victory in the 100-
butterfly (57.38). The Raiders also
took first in the 200-free relay where
the foursome of Rachel Maizes, Dee
DeeMaizes, Megan Small and Maya
Dunchus turned in a winning time of
1:39.51, besting the second place
Chatham Cougar foursome of Marga-
ret Harrigan, Caroline Paulson, Nicole
Tingley and Emily Gorham (1:40.51).

Chatham’s Jackie Crater took first
place in the 100-backstroke (59.53)
but Scotch Plains-Fanwood swimmers
Judge (1:00.43) and Frazier (1:00.84)
earned second and third place, re-
spectively, to help keep the Raiders
well ahead in the team point totals
(81.5-58.5). Chatham gained some
points in the 100-breast where Alicia
Iizuka (1:07.07) and Emily McGovern
(1:07.71) went 1-2 ahead of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood third place finisher
Anna Dunchus (1:09.80). But the
Raiders still managed to hold to an
85.5-70.5 lead heading into the final
swim of the day, the 400-free Relay.

The Raiders finished out the after-
noon with a victory in that event as

well with the team of Olivia Barcia,
Judge, Frazier and Dee Dee Maizes
posting a winning time of 3:37.39,
more than nine seconds ahead of the
second place team from Chatham
(Jackie Crater, Abbie Bigham, Olivia
Polemeni and Margaret Harrigan-
3:46.91).

The Cougars began the meet with a
victory in the 200-medley relay
(1:46.96) where the team of Jackie
Crater, Alicia Iizuka, Emily Gorham
and Nicole Tingley edged out the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood second place
quartet of Erika Frazier, Rachel
Maizes, Stephanie Judge and Megan
Small (1:47.37).

From there, the Raiders came back
with victories in the 200-free (Dee
Dee Maizes 1:52.44) and in the 200
Individual Medley (Rachel Maizes
2:10.82). The victories were part of a
four-race run of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood victories that included the
50-free and the 100-butterfly, which
helped the Raiders establish command
of the meet.

“I think it would be easy to point to
Rachel and Dee Dee (Maizes) as key
performers for us today,” said Hulnik.
“But really this was just a good all-
around showing from our girls across
the board. I’m really pleased with our
swim today.”

O’BRIEN NETS 12 PTS, DeVIZIO 9 PTS, SHEPPARD 8 PTS

Raiders Fall to GL Highlander
Rally in 42-41 Basketball Loss

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls basketball team suffered
a bitter 42-41 loss to Governor
Livingston in its season opener on
December 16 in Scotch Plains. The
Raiders played well early but were
done in by a long dry spell stretching
from the middle of the third quarter
until well into the final period of play.

“We were moving the ball well
throughout much of the game against
their zone,” said Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Head Coach Ryan
McKenna. “We did a good job look-
ing for the high percentage shots in
building that lead. I think we got away
from that a little bit in the second half
and we struggled to find someone
with the confidence to put the ball in
the basket.”

The Raiders had built a nine point
early in the third quarter only to watch
it evaporate into a tie as the final
period began. The visiting Highland-
ers outscored the Raiders, 21-6, over
an eight-minute span turning a 28-19
deficit into a 40-34 advantage with
just over four minutes remaining in
regulation.

After a 3-point shot from the corner
by Summer Sheppard pulled Scotch
Plains-Fanwood to within a point at
42-41 with 10.5 left in regulation, the
Raiders quickly fouled Governor
Livingston’s Lindsay Gerrato. The
Highlander low post player had been
a thorn in the Raiders’ side all game
long. But Gerrato missed the front
end of a one-and-one and Raider Nya
Downing came down with the re-
bound with 6.2 remaining in the game.

Brianna O’Brien took the ball down
the court but then lost it as GL defend-
ers converged on her as she ap-
proached the three-point arc. Game
over!

“That was something where they
switched it up on us a bit,” said
McKenna after the game. “They had
been playing a zone against us for
much of the game. I expected them to
stay with it but they went to a man
look and I think it caught Brianna off
guard. It was unfortunate.”

After falling behind 7-2 to start the
game, the Raiders controlled the pace
by rallying to take an 11-10 lead by
the end of the first quarter. The Raid-

ers depended on the solid play of
O’Brien in the backcourt to help them
extend to a 24-19 lead by the halftime
break. The Raiders did much of their
damage in transition as their solid low
post option of Downing was elimi-
nated due to picking up her second
foul midway through the first quarter.

Back-to-back inside baskets by
Isabella Corsaro gave the Raiders their
biggest lead at 28-19 early in the third
quarter. But the Highlander tandem
of Gerrato (14 points) and Lara
Romano (14 points) helped Governor
Livingston chip away at the lead until
they had caught the Raiders at 32-32,
heading into the final quarter.

“Our goal was to try and neutralize
Gerrato on the inside,” said McKenna.
“We wanted to make them shoot it
from the outside to beat us. To their
credit, they made the shots when they
had to do it.”

The Raiders were led by O’Brien

with 12 points. Stefanie DeVizio had
nine points, while Sheppard had eight
points. Downing scored six points
and pulled down five rebounds, while
battling foul trouble.

“We did some good things out there
today,” said McKenna. “We showed a
lot of energy and took control of the
game after a slow start. One thing I
think we are going to have to work on
is our conditioning. We play at a break-
neck pace and we do not have a really
long rotation. We only used six play-
ers today, so we need to make sure we
are all ready to play for most of the
game. Just playing together will help
these girls. We have a lot of new faces
on the team and many of them are still
getting used to each other. I’d like to
see us be able to play a more patient
game and develop confidence as scor-
ers moving forward.”
Gov. Livingston 10   9 13 10 42
Sc Pl-Fanwood 11 13   8   9 41

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CONCENTRATING ON THEIR DEFENSE...Raiders Nya Downing, No. 30, Meghan Duthie, No. 10, and Stef DeVizio, No.
3, concentrate on defense in the opener against the Governor Livingston Highlanders.

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

The Westfield High School girls
swim team had to use its depth to edge
the Cranford Cougars, 89-81, at the
Westfield “Y” on December 8 but had
less difficulty topping the Summit
Hilltoppers, 97-73, in Summit on
December 13. The Lady Cougars won
eight of the 11 events, including the
200-medley relay and the 200-
freestyle relay.

Cougars Lauren Byrne, Emily Wil-
son, Maggie O’Donnell and Bella
DeSimone captured first in the 200-
medley relay with a time of 1:54.92.
Byrne, DeSimone, Marina Nunziato
and Wilson won the 200-free relay in
1:42.46. Blue Devils Emma Conlon,
Muriel Maloney, Emily Oester and
Abby McKinney touched first in the
400-free relay at 3:47.56.

Nunziato won the 200-free in

2:09.7, Byrne won the 200-Individual
Medley (IM) in 2:15.91, O’Donnell
took first in the 100-butterfly at
1:02.82 DeSimone won the 100-free
in 55.89 and the 50-free in 25.44, and
Wilson took first in the 500-free at
5:41.73. Blue Devils Keeley Thomp-
son won the 100-backstroke in 1:02.38
and Emily Beattie took first in the
100-breaststroke in 1:15.96.

Against the Hilltoppers, Conlon
touched first in the 200-free at 2:07.77
and McKinney won the 100-fly in
1:02.82. Emilia McCormack, Oester,
Grace Cash and Conlon took first in
the 200-free relay at 1:47.86.
Hilltopper Abby Claus was a double
winner, touching first in the 50-free at
24.98 and the 100-free at 54.68.
Kaitlyn Hersch won the 200IM in
2:20.88 and the 100-breast in 1:15.25.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

KEEPING ABREAST IN THE BREAST...Raider Daniel Donaldson competed in the 100-breaststroke against the Chatham
Cougars on December 14 at the Fanwood-Scotch Plains “Y”.

Blue Devil Swim Girls Edge
Cranford, 89-81, Top Summit

Kenny won in 3:24.79, easily outdis-
tancing Chatham’s second place fin-
ishers (3:36.17).

For the Raiders, the victory im-
proved their season mark to 3-0, but
more importantly helped solidify their
status as one of the top teams in the
state and setting up a much antici-
pated showdown with perennial state
champ Westfield this week.

“This was just a solid overall per-
formance from our boys,” said Head

Coach Jess Hulnik. “Chris
[Bondarowicz], Josh [Cohen], Alan
[Shao] and Nick [Heath] all won their
events and led us to a fast start in the
meet as well as the season. Swimming
well in December versus swimming
well in February are two different
things though.”

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
The Club at Autumn Ridge offers remarkable 55+ living in Union Township. 
Experience total luxury in an elegantly appointed 1- or 2-bedroom apartment. 
Enjoy full-time access to the community clubhouse with its heated pool, fitness 
center and cyber-library, plus an Activities Director who puts the focus on fun. 

Call 866.379.4541 for hours and directions
ClubAtAutumnRidge.com

1200 Ridge Drive, Union Township, NJ 07083
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Goods & Services You Need

  

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Installation

Crown Molding

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

Recent Home Sales
For more info see:

http://clerk.ucnj.org/UCPA/DocIndex

Scotch Plains: 10/14/16
William M. Schissler to Robert and

Rebecca Frey, 1567 Lamberts Mill
Road, $440,000.

NJ, LP Toll to Lawrence C. Rafsky
and Rober Guarino, 301 Tillinghast
Turn, $1,341,461.

NJ, LP Toll to Steven F. and Ronna
Lasher, 303 Tillinghast Turn,
$926,361.

NJ, LP Toll to Gary K. and Linda A.
Liebowitz, 304 Tillinghast Turn,
$982,912.

NJ, LP Toll to Dennis and Diane
Pollack, 305 Tillinghast Turn,
$998,287.

NJ, LP Toll to Theodore Slack,
1101 Tillinghast Turn, $833,348.

NJ, LP Toll to Howard F. and Sylvia
F. Cohen, 1102 Tillinghast Turn,
$877,467.

NJ, LP Toll to Frederick B. and
Carolyn Polak, 1105 Tillinghast Turn,
$930,239.

Patricia Collura to Manuel
Rodriguez and Yesinn Alvarez,
$450,000.

Mario and Susan Porchetta to
Michael Porchetta and Amy Boright,
7 Stoneleigh Drive, $700,000.

Robert B. Davie to Union County,
1580 Cooper Road, $395,000.

Kevin J. and Lori A. Looby to
Veeraj N. and Ripal K. Shah, 27 Ram-
bling Drive, $787,800.

Yuanpeng Huang to Iain and
Beverly Duke-Richardet, 18 Ditzel
Farm Court, $744,000.

Naotoshi K. and Carolyn Dow
Gibson to Joseph Touris, 1920 Lake
Avenue, $450,000.

White Pine Homes LLC. to John E.
and Lauren Lamastra, 39 Jacobs Lane,
$829,000.

Janet V. Rebuth Trust to Renee
Kole-Emmanuel, 13 Wareham Vil-
lage, $338,500.

Derek and Helen A. Moniz to Dina
S. Prus, 28 Wareham Village,
$315,000.

Annette Lo Brace to Marianne
Boylan, 47 Maddaket Village,
$300,000.

Edward V. and Kathleen A. Ryan to
Andrea Ferraro, 7 Yarmouth Village,
$359,000.

Deepak and Swapna Phatak to Jose
and Meghan Huerfano, 2 Donsen
Lane, $610,000.

Wiley Properties LLC. to Ursula
Ueltzhoeffer, 1645 Rahway Road,
$635,000.

Cassandra Y. Dupont to Parag
Parikh, 10 Michael Lane, $500,000.

Concetta Minniti to Dereck and
Bridget Amakye, 1150 Raritan Road,
$610,000.

Paul and Linda lafkowitz to Felix
and Allison M. Schterk, 1280
Sunnyfield Lane, $820,000.

Al H. and Sheila A. Antoine to

Callie W.  Meserole and C. Campbell,
57 Highlander Drive, $657,000.

Michael D’Amato to Miguel A. and
Jennifer M. Mount, 5 Kevin Road,
$591,500.

Janette M. Lareau to Ryan E. and
Juliana Lance, 1007 Locust Avenue,
$342,000.

Beverly and Robert Goldsmith to
Frank and Nicole Lazzaro, 21
Ravenswood Lane, $760,000.

Westfield: 10/17/16
Robert Leo and Lorna Dragon to

Adam and Andrea Chadwick, 1290
Overhill Street, $570,000.

Timothy and Kristin M. Ward to
Johnathan and Lindsay Bezalel, 25
Barchester Way, $800,000.

948 Sedgewick LLC. to Gil and
Cayley Arbitsman, 948 Sedgewick
Court, $300,000.

John W. LoofBourrow to Kevin J.
and Stacey Guinan, 815 Standish Av-
enue, $970,000.

Johnathan and Melissa Lindros to
Matthew and Leigh A. Pravda, 705
Clark Street, $775,000.

Sharon Kassakian to Daniel and
Mellissa Peros, 210 West Dudley
Avenue, $752,000.

The Estate of Neil Berton Edelsack

to John and Joely Triantafyllou, 212
West Dudley Avenue, $610,000.

Clarissa Taylor to Jeffrey Jabon,
315 Elm Street, $1,064,000.

Monarch homes Holdings LLC. to
Robin Von Kanitz and Maria Donata
Von Kanitz, 850 Wallberg Avenue,
$1,170,000.

Christopher and Krista Baum to
Ravi Shrivastava and Carlene
Shrivastava-Maat, 4 Wychview Drive,
$760,000.

Jesus and Rachel Repetto to Aaron
M. and Dianna L. Kopolow, 12
Wychview Drive, $750,000.

Michael Mahoney LLC. to Jeffrey
Stein and Lindsay Monihan Trustees
of the Revocable Trust, 4 Hawthorn
Drive, $1,725,000.

Diane T. Evans to Walter J. Burns,
328 Canterbury Road, $720,000.

Brian R. and Andrea Greenspan to
Jonathan A. Samarco and Carla M.
Mortenson, 124 Linden Avenue,
$745,000.

Kenneth P. and Anne L. Lamar to
Jessica E. and Adam M. Weinstein,
417 Baker Avenue, $929,417.

John M. and Laing Sisto to Mat-
thew W. and Conrad and Alison E.
Evans, 542 Saint Marks Street,
$1,535,000.

David S. Garber to Merle and Den-
nis Poller, 111 Prospect Street,
$1,350,000.

Valerie C. Tanella and and Chris-
tine T. Connolly to Michael and Maya
Furman, 119 North Scotch Plains Av-
enue, $455,000.

Patrick J. Hamlette to Isabella M.
Rodrigues, 508 West Broad Street,
$306,122.

Deutsche Bank National Trust Co.
to 300 Kimball LLC., 540 West Broad
Street, $179,550.

Jean Martone and Louis Najdzin to
Shannon Lorenzo, 749 West Broad
Street, $423,000.

Edward H. and Joan S. Randazzo
to Steven D. Chalfant and Olga Kats-
Chalfant, 546 Boulevard, $1,107,000.

Amy M. Capuano and Edward
Gosdtkowski to Joseph J. Cuzzola,
515 Trinity Place Unit 1KN, 265,000.

Estate of Stuart C. Pistol to Kathryn
Gentzel and Anthony Poerio, 515
Trinity Place Unit 3MN, $305,000.

Christopher Pye to Christopher
Faella, 515 Trinity Place Unit 2AS,
$272,500.

Gwen Watson-Kealy to Lonnie and
Brianna Rosenbaum, 332 Benson
Place, $595,000.

Michael Mahony LLC. to Timothy
P and Beth E. Martin, 721 Marcellus
Drive, $1,199,000.

Vera Nakova-Ortiz and Jorge G.
Ortiz Jimenez to 208 Livingston St.
Realty LLC., 208 Livingston Street,
$690,000.

Rhoda R. and Roy A. Symington to
Phuong An Nguyen Bui and Khanh
The Phuong Tran, 114 Myrtle Av-
enue, $625,000.

Joan Margo to David Veca, 717
Summit Avenue, $441,000.

652 Summit Ave LLC. to Todd S.
and Lauren E. Lehner, 717 Summit
Avenue, $649,000.

Erick D. and Elizabeth Kettleson
to James R. and Cawley Lamar, 26
Stoneleigh Park, $1,400,000.

Cheryl A. Taylor to William and
Michele Mitchell, 740 Norman Place,
750,740.

Douglas E. Mattewson to LFM Ven-
tures LLC., 817 Willow Grove Road,
$600,000.

Messercola Bros. Building Co.
INC. to Eric A. and Sascha B. Field,
881 Lamberts Mill Road, $1,100,000.

Theodore W. and Jennifer Scott to
Lisa and Abdramane Serme, 625 Wil-
low Grove Road, $725,000.

John J. and Debra A. Denicola to
Elizabeth Chacko and Mark
Duplessis, 836 Tice Place, $810,000.

J. Gabriel Properties to Nathan D.
and Amber N. Bird, 926 Carelton
Road, $1,450,000.

Lee and Cynthia L. Macdougall to
Solange Bueno, 944 Beverly Drive,
$645,000.

George J. and Olga K. Kurtiak to
Ravi H. Ramdath, 133 Elizabeth Av-
enue, $499,000.

1020 Ripley LLC. to Matthew Kelly
and Dana Yaxa-Kelly, 1018 Ripley

Avenue, $875,000.
Estate of Wilma C. Barker to

Templeton and Shaw LLC., 106 Ox-
ford Terrace, $395,000.

Marie L. Fernandez to NCN Prop-
erties LLC., 12 Manchester Drive,
$660,000.

Sharon GreenBaum to 131 Cottage
PlaceLLC., 131 Cottage Place,
$405,000.

Estate of Jayne A. Sanford to Jo-
seph and Migdalia, 7 Mohawk Trail,
$590,000.

Mary A. Lewis to Fox and Foxx
Development LLC., 615 Leigh Drive,
$460,000.

D. Villane Construction LLC. to
Kevin R. and Christine L. Curtis, 109
Wyoming Street, $999,000.

78 Benjamin Street LLC. to Stephen
C. and Michelle Voice, 1742 Florida
Street, $1,035,000.

Ravi and Alici Ramdath to Yue
Qiao and Jeffrey Wang, 204 Wyo-
ming Street, $945,000.

Karl Trepanier and Karine Tellier
to Giuliana Quiroz, 1604 Pine Grove
Avenue, $489,000.

Le Tran Vu Investments LLC. to
Matthew and Asha B. Gould, 1811
Boynton Avenue, $1,051,000.

Maria Kanellos to Daniel D. and
Sarah E. Black, 238 Delaware Street,
$665,000.

Westfield: 11/14/16
Jerald Boyle and Debra Hirsch-

Boyle to Martha Alfonzo and Claudio
Ramirez, 128 Hamilton Avenue,
$1,125,000.

Rhoda and Stanley Epstein to El-
egant Homes NJ, 440 Roanoke Road,
$800,000.

Jeffrey and Shanon Deyerle to Mark
G. and Sara L. Tarry, 819 Embree
Cresent, $850,000.

Mark and Sara Tarry to Steven and
Jennifer Viola, 261 Seneca Place,
$540,000.

Stephen T. and Cynthia R. Salemy
to Brendan M. and Candace A. Troy,
161 Lincoln Road, $1,550,000.

James R. and Lucinda L. Rood to
Michael J. and Michele Litchman,
633 Kimball Avenue, $593,500.

Robert L. Gude to C&B LLC., 1051
Wychwood Road, $807,500.

Thomas and Mary McClellan to
The Catz LLC., 1 Wychview Drive,
$745,000.

Gary and Linda Liebowitz to Daniel
Feingold and Kara Barnett, 111 Lin-
den Avenue, $975,000.

Monarch Homes Holdings LLC. to
Peter Chiang and Clara Kwok Fong
Tse, 409 Baker Avenue, $1,225,000.

Carol F. Schembre Trustee of Jo-
seph V. Schembre to Christina M.
Roussin, 432 North Chestnut Street,
$595,500.

The Estate of Nicholas A. Giuditta
to Thomas J. Eisner and Brittany La,
324 Mountain Avenue, 685,000.

Chan Beals and Kathrine E.
Nicholls to Lucas and Rachel Lamb,
514 Kimball Avenue, $999,000.

 David Berkley to Lauren Dahl,
257 Orchard Street, $470,000.

Andres Cruz and Jean Kaufman-
Cruz to Sanjin and Elise Smiljanic,
244 Charles Street, $796,000.

Butler Westfield Condominium
LLC. to Herbert and Bernice
Goldstein, 260 Prospect Street,
$437,500.

Bernardo Messercola to John and
Dalia Mirrione, 630 West Broad
Street, $610,000.

Abramane and Lisa C. Serme to
Edward C. and Susan A. Bozeman,
215 Palsted Avenue, $687,000.

Abdramane and Lisa C. Serme to
Brenton M. Ferrara and Annette L.
Wilmott, 217 Palsted Avenue,
$700,000.

Ethan Kramer and Deborah to
Burak Kanber and Kimberly Powell,
207 Palsted Avenue, $605,000.

Jason Massa and Ashley Massa to
Yajuan Wang and Ting Wei Mu, 203
Palsted Avenue, $449,000.

Roy and Marta G. Villafane to Teddy
Yime Rodriguez and Elia D. Perez
Sierra, 104 Hyslip Avenue, $535,000.

Broad 787 LLC. to Bhee Proper-
ties LLC., 787 West Broad Street,
$215,000.

Wood Hollow Homes LLC. to
Zaheer A. Zaidi and Farhat Fatma,
417 West Broad Street, $649,900.

James W. and Sherri L. Bender to
Daniel and Tracy Parness, 659 Dorian
Road, $981,000.

Antonio and Michele Arocha to
Elegant Homes NJ LLC., 511 Edgar
Road, $650,000.

Lucas and Rachel Lamb to Michael
B. Riedinger and Christina M.
Beshaw, 529 Edgar Road, $630,000.

David Glick to Steven P Jensen
LLC., 407 Boulevard, $430,000.

West Boulevard Realty to Yingchao
and Lei Chen, 509 Boulevard Unit B,
$899,000.

Gentemp LLC. to Benjamin and
Raegan Freeman, 542 Westfield Av-
enue Unit A, $788,500.

Gentemp LLC. to Kathleen A.
Swain Trustee of The Elf Declaration
Trust of Kathleen A. Swain, 542
Westfield Avenue Unit B, $775,000.

JLSX Realty Corp. to Rutnerco
LLC., 552 Westfield Avenue,
$1,187,500.

Westfield Office Property LLC. to
411 North LLC., 411 West North
Avenue, $1,700,000.

James A. Lantz to AJC Elmer Street
LLC. 231 Elmer Street, $680,000.

Eric Tunis and Donna Grozuczak
to Pete and Ben LLC., 121 Benson
Place, $1,100,000.

Elshiekh Enterprises LLC. to John
J. and Sarah Ann Hynes, 1001
Coolidge Street, $1,725,000.

Maria M. Halkias to Christopher J.
and Lindsay M. Gatto, 46 Unami
Terrace, $675,000.

The Estate of Florenze F. Muse to
334 Livingston Street LLC., 334
Livingston Street, $220,000.

19 Stoneleigh Park LLC. to Kevin
and Barbara Murphy, 19 Stoneleigh
Park, $810,000.

Benny V. Didario to Jaun Segundo,
734 Rahway Avenue, $339,900.

Jo Anne Poytk to Realty Equities
LLC., 869 Knollwood Terrace,
$675,000.

1 Normandy Drive LLC. to Sagar
and Manisha Mansukhani, 1
Normandy Drive, $680,000.

D. Villane Construction LLC. to
Stephen and Margaret Toth, 902 Sum-
mit Avenue, $675,000.

Brian O’Hara to Sharful Islam and
Lina Jules, 112 East Grove Street,
$480,000.

Capital One N.A. to Columbus West
LLC., 923 Columbus Avenue,
$360,299.

Samrat S. and Jennifer T. Khichi to
Domenico B. Rodi and Jan Schorr-
Rodi, 1411 Boulevard, $440,000.

Barbara Ann Hunton to 1404 Bou-
levard LLC., 1404 Boulevard,
$350,000.

Constance Starvros to 1100
Rahway Ave. LLC., 110 Rahway Av-
enue, $455,000.

James Harrison and Templeton and
Shaw LLC. to Bonaventura and
Patricia Milano, 1 Bell Drive,
$1,080,000.

Dereck D. and Bridget J. Amakye
to Michael and Christine Hernandez,
1713 Central Avenue, $570,000.

Mark D. and Nicole M. Gordon to
Kristen L. Schultz and Michael
Trapani, 237 Delaware Street,
$610,000.

Westfield: 11/26/16
Anthony T. and Susan A.

Aleksandravicius to Matthew T. and
Kristina Aslanian, 927 Prospect
Street, $769,812.56.

Ian Auerbach and Marie
Margaritondo to Andrew Ertman, 857
Bradford Avenue, $1,100,000.00.

Kevin J. and Mary J. Murphy to
Eduard and Renee Cadmus, 722
Mountain Avenue, $639,000.00.

Tomasz and Anna Kowalski to Pe-
ter Caiazzo and Rachelle Moshevich,
1 Hampton Court, $705,000.00.

Dorothy J. Doyle to Linda Quick,
260 Walnut Street, $364,500.00.

Nicholas J. and Erin M. Zito to
Amedeo and Lori Disarro, 307 Hazel
Avenue, $585,000.00.

Jeffrey and Judith Koeppel to
Tracey McColly, 751 Stevens Av-
enue, $785,000.00.

HSBC Bank Usa to Ruben
Fernandez and Claudia Khoury, 1051
Coolidge Street, $530,000.00.

Jacqueline Conover  to V5-21
Stoneleigh, LLC, 21 Stoneleigh Park,
$750,000.00.

Edward R. and Joan O. Burkowski
to Elegant Homes NJ Limited Liabil-
ity Co., 735 Scotch Plains Avenue,
$725,000.00.

Radius Development, LLC to
Robimon Varughese and Swapna
Robimon, 111 Greene Place,
$745,000.00.

Gentemp, LLC to Kevin A. and
Blair C. Borella, 53 Faulkner Drive,
$1,295,000.00.

Lynn M. Siegel to John and  Mary
C. A. Lampariello, 1088 Rahway
Avenue, $472,500.00.

Michael Mahoney, LLC to David
and Sylvia Chandler, 78 Tamaques
Way, $1,289,000.00.

Shanaaz Coelho to Peter A. and
Christine L. Cabrales, 600 Kensington
Drive, $519,000.00.

John R. and Alison Hesano to Mohit
and Nicky Desai, 7 South Wickom
Drive, $1,200,000.00.

Preferred Builder, LLC to Kuo-
Chang Lu and Chun N. Cheng, 126
Wyoming Street, $990,000.00.

Wally M. and Elizabeth M. Okby
to New Style Builders, LLC, 101
Wyoming Street, $475,000.00.

Smart Builders, LLC to Homayun
Yaqub and Catherine Marinis-Yaqub,
1718 Florida Street, $980,000.00.

Estate Of Paul R. Parry  Robert
White, IV  and Patsy White to 1722
Florida Street, LLC, 1722 Florida
Street, $445,000.00.

Wanda Tarulli to Ethan H. and
Cassie V. Gato, 214 Virginia Street,
$399,000.00.

Thomas and Dana Diaz to James,
III and Erin McKeon, 118 Virginia
Street, $400,000.00.

Tigers Outrun Blue Devils in St. Jude Classic
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Senior guard Tristan Quallis netted
four points and a rebound. Junior
Marshall Roberson hit a 3-pointer
and added a pair of assists, a steal
and four rebounds. Juniors Mark
Natiello scored three points and Chris
Wagner added one point.

The Tigers out-rebounded the Blue
Devils nearly 3-1 and accumulated
well over double digits in thefts. Jun-
ior guard Tavon Jones led all scorers
with 22 points and added three steals.
Senior Khalief Crawford bucketed
16 points and also had three steals.

Wadkins netted nine points, Joey
Krempa sank eight points and
Marcellus Livingston put up seven
points.

“It should show our guys how far
we have to go if we want to be com-
petitive with these type of teams. If
they were the only ranked team we
had to see all year, I would say, ‘let’s
take our best shot’, but we are going
to see another ranked team on Tues-
day,” Coach Palmieri said. “At this
point, we can’t hang our heads and
feel sorry for ourselves. We just have
to get back to work and hopefully get
back on track,”

The Tigers got on track immedi-
ately and sped to a 24-9 first-quarter
lead. Jones sank 11 points and the
Tigers were 8-for-9 from the charity
line. Gagum put in five points and
LaCorte hit a 3-pointer. The second
quarter turned out to be a bit more
controlled defensively but the Tigers
carried a 37-15 lead into the locker
room.

Linden’s depth revealed itself with
emphasis in the third quarter as the
Tigers outmaneuvered the tiring Blue
Devils to extend their lead to 61-24.

“When your 12th, 13th guy is good

enough to probably start for us, you
know it’s not going to be an easy
game. I knew this was going to be a
tough game. I’m not walking out of
here surprised that they are good,”
Coach Palmieri expressed. “I wish it
was a little closer than it was but
what are you going to do?”

The Tigers won the fourth quarter,
22-13. McDaniel and Roberson each
banged a 3-pointer in the quarter.

“We had a couple of spurts early in
the third and second quarter where
we kind of lost our poise. The youth
really showed. Am I disappointed?
Obviously we would like to be better
but nobody is going to judge the kind
of team we are by this. We will see
the kind of team we are the way we
play next week and in the conference
games,” Coach Palmieri said.

On December 20, the Blue Devils
were to host No. 17 St. Mary’s, who
defeated Plainfield, 62-28.

“They are expected to be very good
again this year. It’s a conference game
on Tuesday and our guys will be
ready to play,” Coach Palmieri prom-
ised.
Linden 24 13 24 22 83
Westfield   9   6   9 13 37

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BEGINNING HIS DRIVE...Blue Devil junior guard Marshall Roberson, No. 23, attempts to drive past a Linden Tiger in
the Second Annual St. Jude Classic at Union High School on December 16.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, after public hearing on Octo-
ber 26, 2016 granted approval to Dennis
Drewry for lot area, width, & set back
variances related to construction of an
addition at 15 Midway Avenue, Fanwood,
being Block 1 and Lot 4.

Documents pertaining to this application
are available for public inspection at Bor-
ough Hall during normal business hours.

Mr. Dennis Drewry
15 Midway Avenue

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 12/22/16, The Times Fee: $15.81
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160), Justin Sidebottom (jr — 120),
Mike Ramos (jr — 145) and Bobby
Mount (jr — 285)

Brearley Bears:
Head Coach

Dave Nichols
said, “We had 15
kids last year. We
have 23 now. Lot
of green wres-
tlers but I think
we will be better
than we were last
year.

Charlie Buckley (sr — 152): 2nd
in district, finished 25-9. “Charlie
wrestled all off-season private, going
to two different clubs. He really put in
the time, really put in the effort. He is
somebody I expect to make AC.”

Rebecca Pizuto (jr — 106): 16-
15 last year.
“ R e b e c c a
wrestled all off-
season, going to
clubs. She has
improved tre-
mendously.”

Watch out for
Tyler Stoeckle
(sr — 170)

A. L. Johnson Crusaders:
The Crusaders are looking forward

to several good individual perfor-
mances.

“We are going to focus more on the

individual part.
The ultimate
goal is to have a
kid get down to
Atlantic City. We
only have 10
wrestlers, so we
are going to try
to win as many
dual meets as
possible. We will be giving up 24

points,” Head
Coach Mike
Siter said. “We
have been trying
to get kids to go
out for the sport.
If they buy into
it, that’s prob-
ably the best
thing they’ve

ever done.”
Chris Fuschetto (jr — 132): 1st

UCT & District 12, 4th Region 3,
finished 36-2. “He’s going to be my
leader on the mat.”

Michael Brennan (sr – 195);Tyler
Bohm (jr — 138): Sebastian
Iakouchevitch (so — 160); Dan
Olenik (jr — 285)
Governor Livingston Highlanders:

The Highlanders finished second
in the UCT last year and were hoping
to come in stacked in the upper five
weights but football injuries, espe-
cially to Chris Bottone, who took

second in the
UCT and third in
the district to fin-
ish 20-8, has put
a bit of a chink in
that solid upper
wall.

“We gradu-
ated a lot of guys
and got some key
injuries that are definitely setting us

back. Chris
Bottone to lose
him is pretty un-
fortunate,” said
Head Coach
Rick Ortega.
“We got a lot of
sophomores who
are going to have
to step up early.”

Dan Tomlinson (sr — 285): 1st
UCT & district, finished 33-3

Turner Haddad (sr — 195): 2nd
district, finished 24-11

Quinn Haddad (jr — 170): 2nd
UCT, 3rd district, finished 25-9

Keep an eye on Anthony
Santigate (sr — 138):

Summit Hilltoppers:
The Hilltoppers have three seniors

in the middle weights who will de-
mand close attention with Phil Angelo
and Mike Acitelli who already have a
proven track record and Rhajon
Venable, who has dropped to 132-

lbs. Not too
many heavy-
weights are go-
ing to be happy
with the return of
Danny Petrela,
who placed third
in the UCT and
finished 21-7
two years ago.

“We actually do have more num-
bers in the room but they are in the
same weight class. The goal is to win
head-to-head and individually to get
a few kids to the state tournament in
Atlantic City,” Head Coach Mike

Sandor said.
Phil Angelo

(sr — 138): 2nd
UCT, 1st in dis-
trict, finished 25-
6, 84 career wins.

Mike Acitelli
(sr — 145): First
district, finished
26-4, has 76 wins

Rhajon Venable (sr — 132): 2nd
district at 145, finished 13-8

Danny Petrela (sr — 285): 2015
— 3rd UCT, finished 21-7

Dan Cambronero (jr — 220): 3rd
district, finished 15-14

Quinn Halper (jr — 126): 3rd
district, finished 19-14

New Providence Pioneers:
The Pioneers have four vacant spots

but do have sev-
eral talented
wrestlers in the
u p p e r - m i d
weights. Head
Coach John
Scholz said,
“Small numbers!
Everything I
have been throw-
ing at them they have been doing
really well. Individually. We have re-
ally strong guys.”

Owen Smith (jr — 138): 2nd in
district, finished 33-10.

Chris Reynolds (sr — 160): 2nd
in district, finished 30-10

Andrew Joachin (sr — 195)
Rahway Indians:

The Indians are strong in the lower
weight classes and average about 35-
40 wrestlers in the room each day.

“I have a real nice bottom of the
lineup and some athletes to fill in the
other places,” Head Coach Fred
Stueber said. “I am enjoying myself

tremendously with these kids. We
don’t have any issues this year.”

Sabri Murray (jr – 120): 1st UCT
& district, finished 28-3 “Sabri is
focused on getting down to Atlantic
City.”

Rhise Royster (so — 126): 3rd
UCT, 2nd district, finished 23-9
“Rhise and Sabri are lifers as wres-
tlers. Both like what they are doing.
They are leaders in the room.”

Antonio Santoni (jr — 138): Out
of lineup last year

Others: Tony Delmau (so — 132)
3rd district, Jason Winters (jr — 145)

Brian McGovern 160 Cranford Cougars Mike Acitelli 145 Summit HilltoppersQuinn Haddad 170 GL Highlanders Jack Cannon 138 SPF RaidersJon Mejia 120 Roselle Park Panthers Rhise Royster 126 Rahway Indians

Cougars Still Team to Beat for UCT Top Rung by David B. Corbin
See story/photos at goleader.com

Ballyhoo Sports

Nick Palazzola 152 SPF Raiders Owen Smith 138/45 New Providence Danny Petrela 285 Summit HilltoppersCharlie Buckley 152 Brearley Bears Turner Haddad 195 GL Highlanders Rene Perez 145 Roselle Park Panthers

Rebecca Pizuto 106
Brearley Bears

Dan Olenik 285
ALJ Crusaders

Mike Brennan 195
ALJ Crusaders

R. Manongsong 106
Rahway Indians

Rhajon Venable 132
Summit Hilltoppers

Josh Mejia 126
Ros. Park Panthers

Kyjuan Hutchins 126
Union Farmers

Chris Reynolds 160
New Providence

Zach Rabinowitz 106
Westfield Blue Devils

Jason Winters 145
Rahway Indians

Antonio Santoni 138
Rahway Indians

Bobby Mount 285
SPF Raiders

Stefano DelValle
126 Linden Tigers

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

Tony Delmau 132
Rahway Indians

Tyler Stoeckle 182
Brearley Bears
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Cougars Still Team to Beat
For UCT Wrestling Top Rung

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

 ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

2017 REGULAR MEETINGS

In compliance with the Open Public
Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975,
Regular Meetings of the Zoning Board of
Adjustment of the Township of Scotch
Plains, Union County, New Jersey will be
held in Council Chambers, First Floor,
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m. on
the following Thursdays in 2017 unless
otherwise noted:

JANUARY 5, 2017 –
 REORGANIZATION 7:00 pm

FEBRUARY 2, 2017
MARCH 2
APRIL 6
MAY 4
JUNE 1
JULY 6

SEPTEMBER 7
OCTOBER 5

NOVEMBER 2
DECEMBER 7

JANUARY 4, 2018 –
REORGANIZATION -7:00 PM

In accordance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act, any person that might re-
quire special needs should be in touch with
the Board office during normal business
hours so that their needs may be ad-
dressed.  All interested persons may be
present and be heard.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary

1 T - 12/22/16, The Times Fee: $33.15

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a public hearing on
January 5, 2017 at 7:30 pm., Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, First Floor
Council Chambers to hear the application
of David Morehead, 2337 Mountain Av-
enue, Block 3906, Lot 1, R-3A Zone, who
proposes to construct a 16 feet x 16 feet
covered deck at the rear of the aforemen-
tioned property, contrary to the following
Zoning Ordinances:

Section 23-3.4A, Para. H., R-3A Zone,
Schedule of Lot, Yard and Building
Regulations, Single Family Dwelling:

Column 10 Rear Yard Set-back (feet),
Minimum Required 30 feet, Proposed:
15.38 +/- feet by plan

The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Board

1 T - 12/22/16, The Times Fee: $29.58

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

2016 MEETING SCHEDULE

NOTICE that the Town Council of the
Town of Westfield will meet in Conference
Session, at which meeting the public may
attend and make comments, and address
Council to discuss and consider matters of
public business, upon which no formal
action will then be taken but which may
subsequently be acted upon in a regular
Council Meeting, on the following dates in
2017 in the Administrative Conference
Room in the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at
7:00 p.m., the said dates being the follow-
ing Tuesdays:

January 10 and 24
February 7 and 21

March 7 and 21
April 4 and 18
May 2 and 16
June 6 and 20

July 11
August 8

September 12 and 26
October 10 and 24

November 21
December 5

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Town
Council of the Town of Westfield will meet
in regular public meeting, at which the
public may attend and participate, on the
following dates in 2017 in the Council
Chambers of the Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey,
at 8:00 p.m. and will meet in the adjacent
Council Conference Room for a prelimi-
nary meeting before the regular meeting at
7:45 p.m., which the public may also at-
tend, the said meeting dates being the
following Tuesdays:

January 10 and 24
February 7 and 21

March 7 and 21
April 4 and 18
May 2 and 16
June 6 and 20

July 11
August 8

September 12 and 26
October 10 and 24

November 21
December 5

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

1 T - 12/22/16, The Leader Fee: $48.45

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-015870-16
FILE NO. 21966-16.A

NOTICE TO REDEEM

KENAT INC; PLAINTIFF VS.
516 NEW YORK AVENUE,
LLC; FIRST
BANKAMERICANO N/K/A
CROWN BANK; COMMERCE
BANK, NA N/K/A TD BANK,
NA; CROWN BANK; ELIUD
BERNARD; STATE OF NEW
JERSEY; DEFENDANT(S)

TO: ELIUD BERNARD;
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order

made on December 16, 2016, the Supe-
rior Court Fixed January 30, 2017 between
the hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon
and four o’clock in the afternoon, prevail-
ing time, at the office of the Tax Collector of
ELIZABETH, located at 50 WINFIELD
SCOTT PLAZA, ELIZABETH, NEW JER-
SEY 07201 as the time and place when
and where you may pay to the plaintiff the
amount so found due for principal and
interest on its certificate of tax sale as
follows:

LOT 740 BLOCK 6 on the tax duplicate
of  ELIZABETH.  Total amount required to
redeem tax sale certificate no. 12-00193 &
13-00212 is $52,937.81, together with in-
terest from November 30, 2016  and costs
of $1,883.03.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be de-
barred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judg-
ment is entered.

Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 12/22/16, The Leader Fee: $49.98

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
OF CO-OP APARTMENT

By virtue of a default under a Security
Agreement, executed to PHH Mortgage
Corporation and in accordance with the
right of PHH MORTGAGE CORPORA-
TION as Assignee of the Security Agree-
ment and as holder of the Security Agree-
ment, PHH MORTGAGE CORPORATION
by William E. Mannion, Licensed Auction-
eer, DCA Number 796322 will conduct a
Public Sale of the following security at a
Public Auction on January 13, 2017.

Said Public Auction will commence at
10:00am at the office of Minion and
Sherman, 33 Clinton Road, Suite 105,
West Caldwell, New Jersey 07006, at
which time the collateral will be sold.

All shares, certificates, leases, stock
powers, assignment of leases and other
agreements, instruments and documents
pursuant to which rights or benefits have
been granted to the debtor, all in connec-
tion with and pursuant to certain Promis-
sory Notes and Security Agreements (col-
lectively, the “Collateral”) representing the
Debtor’s interest in the following property:

Debtor:  Deborah E. Bredahl;  806 shares
of stock of Wychwood Gardens Coop As-
sociation, a cooperative apartment corpo-
ration and all right, title, and interest in and
to a proprietary lease to Unit 1A, in the
Cooperative Apartment Building located
at 54 Sandra Circle, Westfield, New Jersey
07090.

PHH MORTGAGE CORPORATION
makes no warranties of representations.
Each bidder will have to make his or her
own inquiry regarding the apartment and
liens or debts in connection herewith.

Further collateral shall be payable in
cash or by certified or bank check, of which
a ten percent deposit is required with the
successful bid at the time of auction and
the balance of the purchase price shall be
payable within thirty (30) days (“Closing
Date”). The Secured Party reserves the
right to bid at this sale, shall not be required
to post a deposit with auctioneer and may
credit against the purchase price bid, all
sums due to the Secured Party under the
Security Agreement. The sale may be sub-
ject to further conditions and revisions as
may be announced at the start of the
auction. The Collateral appurtenant thereto
may be inspected at the office of Minion
and Sherman immediately prior to the
sale.

The Co-Op Apartment will be sold “As
Is,” subject to superior liens, if any, subject
to rights of tenant or occupants in posses-
sion, if any and subject to rights of the
cooperative corporation. Possession is to
be obtained by the purchaser.

Please direct all inquiries with respect to
the Collateral to:

PHELAN HALLINAN DIAMOND &
JONES, P.C.

400 Fellowship Road, Suite 100
Mount Laurel, New Jersey 08054

(856) 813-5500
Attorneys for Secured Party

PHH MORTGAGE CORPORATION
3 T - 12/22/16, 12/29/16
& 01/05/16, The Leader Fee: $188.19

3rd district, Randolph Manongsong
(so — 106).

Linden Tigers:
The Tigers are comprised mainly

of sophomores and freshmen with
only a few seniors. According to Head
Coach Alvaro Fernandez, “We could
have 10 or 11 freshmen and sopho-
mores in the lineup.”

Stefaro DelValle (fr — 126)
Noel Diaz (sr — 152): 3rd in dis-

trict
Union Farmers:

The Farmers had a fine 2015-16
season but
graduated sev-
eral talented
wrestlers.

“It’s a new
look for us. It is
going to be very
much of a re-
building season
but we have
some young

men, who we think can do pretty
well,” Coach Dino DeBellonia said.

Kyjuan Hutchins (sr — 126): 3rd
in district, finished 25-13

Nick Zuena (sr — 152): 3rd in
UCT, 1st district,
finished 34-9.
“He’s certainly
our senior leader.
His goal is to do
better this year
and hopefully we
can have another
medalist back in
A.C.”

Mike Matullo (sr — 126): 3rd
district, finished 22-18

Look out for Osaguona Amayo
(jr — 132) and Raul Falar (sr —
220)

Plainfield Cardinals:
The Cardinals had one Region 3

qualifier with Abu Bakar Mendheim
(jr) who placed 2nd in district and
finished 29-7 at 160 last year

Elizabeth Minutemen:
The Minutemen could return two

Region 3 quali-
fiers.

Kevin Bazan
(jr —126): 2nd
UCT & district,
finished 14-10

Azir Lawson
(sr — 220): 3rd
district, finished
15-11

Quinn Halper 126
Summit Hilltoppers

Dan Cambronero 220
Summit Hilltoppers

A. Santigate 138
GL Highlanders

Vlad Lee 220
Rahway Indians

Brian Diaz 160
Rahway Indians

Emilio Cordova 170
Rahway Indians

Jymier Anderson
285 Rahway Indians

Seb Iakouchevitch
160 ALJ Crusaders

Tyler Bohm 138
ALJ Crusaders

Gabe Leo 106
Ros. Park Panthers

Andrew Joachin 195
New Providence

Noel Diaz 152
Linden Tigers

Elvin Guerrero 138
Ros. Park Panthers

Osa Amayo 132
Union Farmers

Raul Falar 220
Union Farmers

FSPY Swimmers Grab First
In MRCIY Holiday Classic

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains
(FSPY) Swim Team traveled to the
Nassau County Aquatic Center in East
Meadow, Long Island, to compete
against 16 other teams from N.J., N.Y.
and Connecticut in the MRCIY Holi-
day Classic from December 9-11 and
returned with the first place trophy
for the third year in a row. FSPY
scored 4,628 points and ended the
meet with five High Point age group
winners as well as 72 team members
contributing top-16 points.

FSPY was the highest scorer in all
of the following age groups: 8U Girls,
9/10 Girls, 11/12 Boys, 15/18 Girls,
and 15/18 Boys. FSPY groups plac-
ing second were: 8U Boys, 9/10 Boys,
and 13/14 Girls.

High Point Winners: Aaron Frank
(8U Boys); Billie Rose Sherratt (9/10
Girls); Darien Betances (11/12 Boys);
Monika Burzynski (15/18 Girls) and
Josh Cohen (15/18 Boys). High Point
2nd Place: Corey He (11/12 Boys);

Julie Stankiewicz (15/18 Girls) and
Chris Bondarowicz (15/18 Boys).

Individual winners: Normandie
Beversluis, Abby DiGiorgio, Darlene
Fung, Marcelina Krowinska, Rachel
Maizes, Alan Shao and Vivian Yu.

ADDITIONAL TOP-5:
Jenna Aldana, Eric Chang, Mat-

thew Chen, Amelia Condell, Logan
D’Amore, Anna Dunchus, Bree Dy,
Caitlyn Falkowski, Erika Frazier,
Victoria Gee, Lily Hughes, Ryan
Jawor, Laura Kim, Michelle Kong,
Jeremy Kronheimer, Martha Lewand,
Dee Dee Maizes, Jennifer Markwant,
Harrison McClure, Tyler McGeehan,
Zach McGeehan, Diane-Jane
Ngumah, Fiona Rovito, Macie
Schaper, Hirad Sharifian, Rachel
Small and Aidan Trenery.

Relays: The 8U Girls Beversluis,
Rovito, Yu and Condell placed first in
100-medley and 100-free. Boys 11/
12 He, Betances, Hirad Sharifian, and
Aidan Trenery placed first in free and
medley. The 13/14 Girls Free Relay
also touched first. The 15/18 200-
medley of Erika Frazier, R. Maizes,
Burzynski and Fung and the 15/18
200-free of R. Maizes, Burzynski,
DeeDee Maizes and Fung placed first.

Head Coach Chris Karelus said, “From
our 8 and unders all the way up to our 15/
18s, our team had outstanding efforts in
the pool, as well as team support and
camaraderie on the pool deck.”

For information, please call (908)
889-8880 or visit www.fspymca.org.

Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA Swim Team at MRCIY Holiday Classic

WF ‘Y’ Devilfish Compete
At MR FLY Holiday Invit’l

The Westfield Area Y Devilfish
Swim Team competed at the MR FLY
Holiday Invitational held at the Nassau
County Aquatic Center, December 9-
11. The challenge features teams in
the tri-state area. The 11+ swimmers
competed in prelims, with the top-16
advancing to finals, while the 10Us
swam timed finals only.

The Devilfish finished third over-
all and 37 Devilfish reached the fi-
nals. The 9/10 girls and 15/18 boys
placed second and the 13/14 boys
placed third. Griff Morgan finished
third overall in 15/18 boys.

The Devilfish took first in eight
individual events and in three relays –
Aedan Collins (boys 15/18 50-free,
100-fly), Emily Constable (girls 9/10
50-breast, 100-breast), Clare Logan
(girls 9/10 50-free, 100-free), Abigael
McKinney (girls 13/14 100-fly), Griff
Morgan (boys 15/18 100-free), girls
9/10 200-medley relay (Isabella
Giacobbe, Constable, Emily Gao,
Logan); girls 9/10 200-free relay
(Constable, Catherine Ritter, Gao,
Logan); boys 15/18 200-free relay
(Morgan, Eric Bebel, Ryan Bebel,
Collins) and boys 15/18 200-medley
relay (Collins, Steven Warren, Colin
Daniel, Morgan).

Six WY Team Records were set –
Ryan Bebel (200-breast, 200IM),
Emily Constable (50-breast), Griff
Morgan (50- and 100-free), Steven
Warren (100-breast). Eight 15/18
swimmers achieved YMCA National
cut times and will compete in Greens-
boro, NC in April: Eric Bebel, Ryan

Bebel, Aedan Collins, Colin Daniel,
Muriel Maloney, Griff Morgan, Emma
Reilly and Steven Warren.

TOP 8 FINISHES:
9-10 girls: Emily Constable (1st

50- & 100-breast, 3rd 100IM, 4th
200IM, 5th 50-free, 7th 50-back, 8th
100-free); Emily Gao (5th 100-free,
200-free, 100-fly, 7th 50-breast, 50-
fly, 100IM); Clare Logan (1st 50- &
100-free, 2nd 50-back, 5th 100-back,
6th 100IM); Isabelle Shih (7th 100-
fly)

9-10 boys: Cole Sharkey (6th
100IM, 8th 100-fly)

11-12 girls: Viv Jeckell (5th 50-fly,
6th 50-free); Gigi Sandull (5th 100IM,
8th 50-fly, 100-breast)

11-12 boys: Kevin Gao (3rd 50-
breast, 5th 100-breast)

13-14 girls: Alyssa Corvelli (4th
100-breast, 7th 200-breast); Julia
McGann (2nd 100- & 200-back, 3rd
200IM, 6th 400IM, 7th 200-free);
Abigael McKinney (1st 100-fly, 5th
200-fly & 200IM); Tori Sandull (6th
50-free, 8th 100-free, 200IM); Mary
Weber (4th 200-free, 200-back, 500-
free)

13-14 boys: Roan Baker (3rd 200-
breast, 200IM, 4th 200-back, 100-
breast, 400IM); Henry Brown (5th
50-free, 200-free, 8th 100-free); Seth
Camacho (4th 200-fly, 6th 200-back);
Barney Veres (6th 200-breast)

15-18 girls: Muriel Maloney (7th
100-back, 8th 200-free); Emma Reilly
(5th 100-back, 8th 200-back)

15-18 boys: Eric Bebel (3rd 50-
free, 5th 100-free, 200-breast, 7th
200IM); Ryan Bebel (2nd 200IM,
100-breast, 3rd 200-breast, 400IM,
4th 100-fly, 8th 100-free); Aedan
Collins (1st 50-free,100-fly, 2nd 200-
fly, 3rd 100-free,100-back); Colin
Daniel (2nd 100-fly, 5th 100-breast,
8th 200-fly, 200IM); Griff Morgan
(1st 100-free, 2nd 50-free, 200, 500-
free, 3rd 200-fly, 5th 200IM, 7th 100-
fly); Steven Warren (4th 100-, 200-
breast)

Other swimmers who also made
the finals: Sally Burke, Jack Cifelli,
Emma Conlon, Stefan Crigler, Aidan
Donahue, Connor Heffernan, Sofia
Leonetti, Matt London, Tim McGann,
Anna Schwarz, Carsen Sharkey, Matt
Swenson, Bridget Thomas, TJ Walsh,
Kevin Warren, Zach Williams and
Nick Youssef.

For more information regarding the
Westfield Area Y Devilfish Swim
Team, contact Brian Guidera, Direc-
tor of Competitive Aquatics and Head
Coach, 908.233.2700. X263 or
bguidera@westfieldynj.org.

FSPY Red Swim Girls Cruise
Past Ridgewood ‘Y’ Girls

The Fanwood Scotch Plains “Y”
(FSPY) Girls “Red” team cruised past
hosting Ridgewood “Y” on Decem-
ber 3.

Individual Medley: FSPY swept
in three of the four age divisions. The
9-10s were led by Kayla Gould,
Carolyn Joe and Caroline Lowder,
while Ellie Moose, Chloe Burfeindt
and Helena Chan placed 1-2-3, re-
spectively, for the 11-12s. Isabella
Betman, Angela Panikiewsky and
Rebecca Ronnen finished 1-2-3 for
the 13-14s, while Angelina Hansel
and Rachel DiFabrizio 1-2 in the 15-
18 year-old category.

Freestyle: 8Us Diane Jane Ngumah
and Jennifer Markwant took 2-3 in
the 50-yard race. 9-10s swept their
100-free, as Elle Cadigan, Hannah
Alber and Shae Trenery touched 1-2-
3. In 11-12 100-free, Sophie Waibel
and Leanne Dailey finished 1-3. In
200-free, 13-14 Fiona Strout took first
15-18 Olivia Barcia also won.

Breaststroke: 8Us Colleen Gillen,
Julia Ronnen and Shriya Bhushan
touched 1-2-3. The 9-10s swept with

Keira Kaminskas, Cadigan and Mia
Gonyou taking 1-2-3, respectively, while
11-12s Moose and Jessica Markwant
finished 1-2. 13-14s Xenia Kobori and
Maddie Sullivan finished 1-2, while
15-18 Megan Small touched first.

Backstroke: 8Us Markwant and
Bhushan captured 1-3rd in the 25-
back, while 9-10s Trenery, Alber and
Keira St. John swept 1-2-3. For the
11-12s, Waibel and Sophia Gallahue
finished 1-3. Kobori took second in
the 13-14 100-back, while 15-18 Sh-
annon Pyle placed first.

Butterfly: 8Us Ngumah and Gillen
took 1-3. 9-10s Gould, Kaminskas
and Joe swept 1-2-3, as did 11-12s
Julianna Warren, Markwant and
Gallahue. 13-14s Isabella Betman and
Claire English finished 1-2, while 15-
18 Micaela Valli took 3rd.

Medley Relay: 9-10s Trenery,
Alber, Gould and Cadigan and 11-
12s Waibel, Moose, Warren and
Dailey placed first.

For information, please call the
FSPY at (908) 889-8880 or visit
www.fspymca.org.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD ATHLETES OF THE WEEK...Rickey Poszyler, a senior on the
varsity bowling team, helped lead the Cougars to a 2-1 start and bowled a high
game of 256 last week. Camryn Wichelns, a junior on the varsity basketball team,
had 33 pts, 10 rebounds, 4 assists and 4 steals to lead the Cougars us to a 63-46 win
over Summit in the season opener.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

 PLANNING BOARD

2017 REGULAR MEETINGS

In compliance with the Open Public
Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975,
Regular Meetings of the Planning Board of
the Township of Scotch Plains, Union
County, New Jersey will be held in Council
Chambers, First Floor, Municipal Building,
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains at 7:30
p.m. on the following Mondays in 2017,
unless otherwise indicated:

January 9, 2017 –
Reorganizational meeting

January 23
February 13
February 27

March 13
March 27
April 10
April 24
May 8

May 22
June 12
June 26
July 10
July 24

September 11
September 25

Wednesday, October 11
October 23

November 13
November 27
December 11

In accordance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act, any person that might re-
quire special needs should be in touch with
the Board Office during normal business
hours so that their needs may be ad-
dressed.  All interested persons may be
present and be heard.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary

1 T - 12/22/16, The Times Fee: $38.76

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a public hearing on
January 5, 2017 at 7:30 pm., Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, First Floor
Council Chambers to hear the application
of Michael Galbraith, 4 Johnson Street,
Block 4401, Lot 14, R-3 Zone, who pro-
poses to construct a single family dwelling
at the aforementioned property, contrary
to the following Zoning Ordinances:

Section 23-3.4A, Para. G., R-3 Zone,
Schedule of Lot, Yard and Building
Regulations, Single Family Dwelling:

Column 3 Lot Area (square feet), Mini-
mum Required: 6,000 square feet,  Exist-
ing/Proposed: 4,751 square feet existing

Column 4 Lot Width (feet), Minimum
Required: 60 feet, Existing/Proposed: 50
feet existing.

Column 4a Street Frontage Width (feet),
Minimum Required: 55 feet, Existing/Pro-
posed: 50 feet existing.

Column 10 Rear Yard Set-back (feet),
Minimum Required 30 feet, Existing/Pro-
posed: 24.4 feet proposed by plan.

The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Board

1 T - 12/22/16, The Times Fee: $35.70
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

BID ADVERTISEMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
Westfield Public Schools will accept bids
for Auditorium Renovations at Edison
Intermediate School - FVHD Project
No. 4777N, 800 Rahway Avenue,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090, and Audi-
torium Renovations at Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School – FVHD Project No.
4777O, 301 Clark Street, Westfield, New
Jersey 07090, together with all work inci-
dental thereto, in accordance with the re-
quirements of the drawings and specifica-
tions prepared by Fraytak Veisz Hopkins
Duthie, P.C. (FVHD) Architects-Planners,
www.fvhdpc.com.

Bids will be received for:
Contract No. 1 – General Construc-

tion Work (C008 or C009)
Contract No. 2 – Heating, Ventilating,

Air Conditioning & Refrigeration Work
(C032)

Contract No. 3 – Electrical Work
(C047)

Contract No. 4 – Combined Single
Overall Contract comprising the three
building work contracts (Contract No.1
through Contract No. 3)

Sealed bids are due by January 31,
2017, 2:00 PM to the Westfield Board of
Education, attention of Ms. Dana Sullivan,
Business Administrator, Room 101, 302
Elm St., Westfield, New Jersey 07090, and
will be publicly opened and read immedi-
ately thereafter.

Prebid Meeting will be held on January
9, 2017, at 3:30 PM in the Roosevelt
Intermediate School Auditorium, 301 Clark
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090, fol-
lowed by a site visit to Edison Intermediate
School.  Attendance at the pre-bid meeting
is recommended.

Bid Documents for the proposed Work
are on file at the office of the Architect,
FVHD, 1515 Lower Ferry Road, Trenton,
New Jersey 08618, and may be inspected
by prospective bidders during regular busi-
ness hours. Any bidder should contact the
Architect’s Office at (609) 883-7101 to
confirm availability of documents. The Bid
Documents may be obtained from the Ar-
chitect upon deposit of $250.00 (Two
Hundred Fifty Dollars) for each set, made
payable to Fraytak Veisz Hopkins Duthie.
If bidder requests documents to be shipped,
they must provide their direct shipping
account number to the Architect and a
SEPARATE NON-REFUNDABLE han-
dling fee of $25.00 per set payable in
advance to Fraytak Veisz Hopkins Duthie,
PC. Deposit will be refunded if the bidding
documents are returned in whole in good
condition, bound in proper order, un-
marked, and returned within ten (10) days
after the opening of bids, by a Bidder
submitting bona fide bid. All questions
must be sent ONLY via mail or fac-
simile at (609) 883-2694 with the job
number referenced.

Bid Proposal shall be submitted in du-
plicate (one original and one copy) in
separate sealed envelopes for each con-
tract: (1) addressed to the owner, (2) bear-
ing the name and address of the bidder
written on the face of the envelope, and (3)
clearly marked “BID” with the contract title
and/or bid number on the outside of the
envelope and must be accompanied by a
Certified Check, Cashier’s Check or Bid
Bond drawn to the order of the Owner for
not less than ten percent (10%) of the
amount of the bid, but in no case in excess
of $20,000.00; and must be delivered to
the above place on or before the hour
named. The Board of Education and the
Architect assume no responsibility for bids

mailed or misdirected in delivery.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-2—33, the

bidder must be pre-qualified by the New
Jersey Division of Property Management
and Construction (DPMC), prior to the date
that bids are received if the cost of the work
exceeds $20,000. Any bid submitted un-
der the terms of New Jersey statutes not
including a copy of a valid and active Pre-
qualification/Classification Certificate will
be rejected as being non-responsive to bid
requirements.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-25, each
proposal shall be accompanied by a Propo-
sition of Surety from a Surety Company
stating it will provide each bidder with
separate Performance and Payment
Bonds, each in the amount of 100% of the
contract sum. Also, Surety agrees to fur-
nish Bidder with a Maintenance Bond in
required form. The Proposition of Surety
shall be executed by an approved surety
company authorized to do business in the
State of New Jersey and in accordance
with N.J.S.A. 2A:44-143 and 2A:44-144
and with the three highest rating catego-
ries of rating companies nationally recog-
nized and listed as per Appendix A (go to
www.nj.gov/dobi/surety.htm).

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-1 et seq. “Public School Con-
tracts Law.”

All bidders shall comply with The New
Jersey Prevailing Wage Act N.J.S.A. 34:11-
56.25 et seq. (P.L. 1963, c.150).

All bidders are required to comply with
all requirements of Affirmative Action Regu-
lations, N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. (P.L. 1975,
c.127) N.J.A.C. 17:27 and P.L. 1975, C.
127, N.J.A.C. 17:27 N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et
seq. Laws Against Discrimination. An Ini-
tial Project Workforce Report will be re-
quired from the successful bidder (Form
AA-201).

All qualified applicants will receive con-
sideration for employment without regard
to age, race, creed, color, national origin,
ancestry, marital status, affectional or
sexual orientation or sex.

All Contractors and Subcontractors must
comply with the business registration and
use tax requirements of N.J.S.A. 52:32-
44, amended by P.L. 2004, c.57. Pursuant
to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all Contractors who
bid on the School Facilities Project shall
provide a copy of their Business Registra-
tion Certification, issued by the Depart-
ment of Treasury, at the time of submis-
sion of their Bid Proposals to the School
District. Failure to include this form with the
Proposal or Bid will result in rejection of the
Bid. The Contractor must (a) obtain proof
of valid business registration from a Sub-
contractor before entering into a contract
with the Subcontractor and shall forward
said business registrations to the School
District; (b) provide written notice to all
Subcontractors that they are required to
submit a copy of their Business Registra-
tion Certificate to the Contractor; and (c)
maintain and submit to the School District
a list of the names of any Subcontractors
and their current addresses, updated as
necessary during the course of the con-
tract performance, and to be complete and
accurate before a request for final pay-
ment is made.

No bid may be withdrawn for a period of
sixty (60) days after the date set for the
opening thereof. The right is reserved to
reject any or all bids or to waive informality
in the bidding if it is in the interest of the
School District to do so.

BY ORDER OF THE WESTFIELD
BOARD OF EDUCATION, UNION
COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

Dana Sullivan,
Business Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 12/22/16, The Leader Fee: $146.37

PUBLIC NOTICE

CLASSIFIEDS

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 510-2542

DEYCI’S CLEANING SERVICES

ASIAN ANTIQUES WANTED

All Other Antiques Welcome.
High Prices Paid for Asian Antiques
North Plainfield Antique Gallery
1006 RT22 E. North Plainfield, NJ
Ask for Joseph (973) 641-8053

EXPERT  MATH  TUTOR

AP-certified, veteran HS math tu-
tor specializing in calculus and
precalculus. Master's, very expe-
rienced, patient, excellent results.
Please call Mel: (732) 603-9521

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design. Padded Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $75.

Call (908) 654-6091

WESTFIELD OFFICE TO SUBLET

Ideal for Therapists, Psychologists
Social Workers & Marriage
Counselors Counseling Room,
Waiting Room and Restroom.
Private Parking and Street Parking.
Available as of October 1st, 2016
(908) 265-0784 or (908) 232-6118

Students Should Know George
Washington to Know Our Country

Bad Sportsmanship Intolerable On
Playing Field; Should Be In Politics!

For all you Democrat liberals who
don’t understand what just happened
in this Presidential election... Maybe
you should take a page out of what
our so-called institutions of higher
learning are doing for the student
“snowflakes” that have been indoc-
trinated by our public schools, and on
to these colleges and universities, and
just don’t understand.

Drink some hot cocoa with marsh-
mallows, play with play dough, and
also the coloring books which are
being provided to give therapy to
those students who don’t quite under-
stand the principles on which our
country was founded.

Reading list for those who just don’t
understand...

1776 by noted historian, David
McCullough, who said, “:If you don’t
[know] George Washington you don’t
know your country.”

William Sanders
Bernardsville

Formerly from Mountainside

Mrs. Clinton blames Russian Presi-
dent Putin for her loss!

To her biggest donors on Decem-
ber 15, “Vladimir Putin directed the
covert cyber attacks against our elec-
toral system, against our democracy,
apparently because he has a personal
beef against me.”

She claimed that Putin had it in for
her ever since she questioned the le-
gitimacy of Russia’s parliamentary
elections when she was Secretary of
State. “Putin publicly blamed me for
the outpouring of outrage by his own
people, and that is the direct line
between what he said back then and
what he did in this election.”

Mrs. Clinton also faulted FBI Di-
rector Comey for her defeat. “Swing-
state voters made their decisions in
the final days breaking against me
because of the FBI letter from Direc-
tor Comey.”

Mrs. Clinton told donors on No-
vember 12 that Director Comey’s first
letter “stopped our momentum” and
that his second letter “was a real mo-
tivator for Trump’s voters.”

House Minority Leader Pelosi, “We
cannot take full responsibility for what
happened in the election…I believe
that the Comey letter was a foul deed.
It was the wrong thing to do.”

White House Press Secretary Ear-
nest went further on December 15.
“The Republican nominee for Presi-
dent was encouraging Russia to hack
his opponent because he believed that
that would help his campaign…Mr.
Trump was obviously aware of the
fact that Russia was engaged in mali-
cious cyber activity and that that ma-
licious cyber activity was having a
negative impact on his opponent’s
campaign and was boasting his…”

President Obama at a press confer-

ence on December 16, “I don’t think
she (Mrs. Clinton) was treated fairly
during the election. I think the cover-
age of her and the issues was trou-
bling.”

But people who lose on the playing
field are supposed to examine their
own conduct! They do not blame the
rules or the sportscasters or attribute
their loss to scuttlebutt. They plan
how they can make a comeback and
win the next game and the game after
that one!

Bad sportsmanship can sour sports
and politics! And even damage the
country!

The good sport compliments the
winner and walks off the field and
that is it. That’s what smooth presi-
dential transitions are supposed to be
about!

But the bad sport does not accept
his loss as his doing and sees no
reason to improve his game!

We might take a cue from poet
Philip Freneau commenting on Gen-
eral George Washington resigning his
command of the Continental Army by
referring to Cincinnatus the ancient
Roman statesman and military leader
who retired from public service.

“Now hurrying from the busy
scene…

Thus He, whom Rome’s proud le-
gions sway’d

Returned, and sought his sylvan
shade,

Would that it be that the defeated
presidential candidate and the Presi-
dent who campaigned so vigorously
for her would retire gracefully from
their positions of power and authority
that others may lead the country that
they with honor tried to lead.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Leader Oversight, Good Luck Retiring
Garwood Councilman Mike Martin

This letter is being submitted to
correct an oversight by The Leader
editorial staff in failing to thank
Garwood Councilman Mike Martin
for his service to our Borough. For
quite some time, letters to the editor
have been critical of the coverage
provided to Garwood, as it appears to
be an unabashed favoritism with the
Garwood Republican Party view.

Items ranging from only interview-
ing Republican Councilman Mathieu
after council meetings for his opinion
and not sitting democratic council
members, (I am hopeful that this prac-
tice will stop as a new reporter has
been covering Garwood meetings),
to outright support of opposition to
the proposed South Avenue redevel-
opment before a site plan, traffic re-
port or financial reports are submit-
ted/reviewed – a view championed
by Mr. Mathieu.

Funny how The Leader didn’t ex-

press such opposition to the Westfield
South/Central avenues over-develop-
ment – think there will be some traffic
problems there?

Anyway, that bias was expressed
once again this past week when the
editor thanked Councilman Mathieu
for his service (rightfully so), but
failed to even mention Councilman
Martin. Mr. Martin, arguably so, was
the most important person on council
this past year. While maintaining his
true Republican values of small gov-
ernment and providing local services
in a cost effective manner, he sup-
ported actions that the Democratic
council members also supported for
the betterment of our borough. He
supported the purchase of a new gar-
bage truck to replace our 26-year-old
relic as it costs the taxpayer more in
repairs and down time than to pur-
chase a new one. (Do any of us have
26-year-old cars we use every day for
work?)

He also indicated his support for
the South Avenue development, as it
would bring ratables, jobs, and eco-
nomic rebirth to a current decrepit
economic albatross in our downtown.
Could his support of Democratic sup-
ported positions resulted in his omis-
sion from The Leader’s thanks?

Councilman Martin may have been
quieter than Mr. Mathieu, and cer-
tainly less contentious, but while The
Leader’s editors may not miss him, I
will – and time will tell – Garwood
residents will also. Good luck, Mike,
on your future endeavors! You will be
missed.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

Bridgegate Petition?
In the December 15 issue of the SP-

F Times¸ the “Peyton’s Peek at the
Week in Politics” column’s lead story,
“Wisnewski Seeks Support to Con-
tinue ‘Bridgegate’ Probe,” reported
that Assemblyman John Wisnewski
“is asking New Jerseyans who think
the investigation into Governor Chris
Christie’s role in closing lanes at the
George Washington Bridge, better
known as Bridgegate, should con-
tinue to sign an online petition.”

However, the column did not pro-
vide the URL (web address) for the
petition, and I could not find it through
a web search. I recognize the Peyton
column typically does not take sides
in matters, but since the article’s first
sentence reports a legislator’s request
for people to sign the online petition,
its web address is directly relevant
news. I hope a column followup will
provide that information.

Marc Grobman
Fanwood

Editor’s note, we found:
https://twitter.com/johnwisniewski

Scotch Plains-Fanwood, Service
Provider Seeking Cell Tower Variance

Any Wonder Why Politicians And The
Press Have Low Approval Ratings?

The landscape of our beautiful com-
munity is about to change, if Service
Providers are granted a variance to
place their antennas in our residential
neighborhoods. Currently, these an-
tennas can be installed only in com-
mercial areas.

As you may know, AT&T is cur-
rently seeking such a variance. If the
variance is approved, AT&T will be
able to place 12 antennas on top of an
already giant tower, creating a struc-
ture of 159 feet high, resembling
something typically seen in a sci-fi
movie. If this assault on our residen-
tial neighborhood wasn’t invasive
enough, the proposed plan includes
the build out of an 11’-6”x 6”x16’-0”
equipment shelter and fenced com-
pound, and carves out a pathway on
Judy Lane, a lovely cul-de-sac, for
access by maintenance trucks 24 x 7.

This variance, if granted, opens the
door for other Service Providers, to
follow suit not only in the proposed
site of 1 Judy Lane, (near Terrill
Middle School) but other residential
neighborhoods as well.

While the proposed site may not be
in your back yard, it may only be a
matter of time before these antennas
and accompanying structures invade
your street. So, we hope you will
agree that this issue is not a specific
street concern, but a Scotch Plains –

Fanwood wide concern.
We ask that you show your support

of your neighbors, whether you live
within 200 feet of the proposed site or
not, by attending the next zoning board
meeting January 5th at 7 p.m. in the
Municipal Building. Our major ob-
jections to the variance are as fol-
lows:

To protect the health and well be-
ing of our families. While Service
Providers may claim emissions are
not dangerous, continuous RF radia-
tion exposure to them could very well
be, as noted in many studies. To pre-
serve the beauty of our community
and avoid the negative impact on our
property values. Studies show that
real estate values could be reduced by
5 percent to 20 percent.

To restrict the build out of antennas
to commercial areas only. As we look
to the future, we must take steps now,
to ensure we can achieve long range
development, and continue to attract
newcomers to our community.

We hope to see you on January 5th,
and if you have any questions, please
send an email to
nocairn20@gmail.com it stands for
No Cell Antennas In Residential
Neighborhoods.

Tom Paterson
Scotch Plains

There are many politicians and
many in the mainstream press that
claim that they believe in the first
amendment to the constitution. That
amendment protects the right of reli-
giosity and religious worship, the right
to free speech and freedom of the
press, assembly, conscience and the
right to petition government. Over a
period of time, these entities have
proven by their actions that their sup-
port is totally false.

It has been members of the press
and politicians in both political par-
ties that have shown hostility toward
the Bill of Rights particularly the first
amendment. The mainstream press
has shown this hostility whenever
there are people supporting causes
and interests that they are opposed to.
They have shown hostility when indi-
viduals have put forth speech critical
of political candidates 60 days before
an election as guaranteed in Citizens
United.

Recently, the Los Angeles Times
apologized for allowing letters to the
editor which defended internment
camps in the 1940s. Their own read-
ers! The press and politicians have
been attacking so-called “fake news”
that were nothing more than news

items critical of 2016 Democratic
Candidate Hillary Clinton. Finally, it
is mainstream editors, news produc-
ers and news CEOs and assistant edi-
tors and producers that have gone out
of the way to define who is and who
is not a journalist. Talk about the
height of arrogance.

The Constitution was signed and
enacted by the Founding Fathers to
be a restraint on government. Politi-
cians and the mainstream press have
crossed the line all to control the flow
of information, therefore trying to
create a monopoly. Is it any wonder
why these politicians and the press
have low approval ratings among the
American people? That they are
viewed by them as one step below
used car dealers?

With the advent of the Internet,
cable, satellite, and more technology
under way, people are seeing through
them, therefore they are losing con-
trol. You would think that these people
would wise up and clean up their acts,
but they will not. For to them, the
people are always wrong and they are
right.

Alex Pugliese
Kenilworth

Probitas Verus Honos

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

MOTOR VEHICLE COMMISSION

Take notice that in accordance with
N.J.S.A. 39:10-16*, application has been
made to the Chief Administrator of the
Motor Vehicle Commission, Trenton, New
Jersey, to receive title papers authorizing
and issue of a New Jersey certification of
ownership for Steven’s Mfg. Co., Make
614M-67, Year 1967, VIN/Hull Identifica-
tion Number 1056. Objections, if any,
should be made in writing, immediately in
writing to the Chief Administrator of the
Motor Vehicle Commission, Special Title
Unit, P.O. Box 017, Trenton, New Jersey
08666-0017.
2 T - 12/15/16
& 12/22/16, The Leader Fee: $33.66

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-027942-16
FILE NO. 22344-16

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
G.T.D. REALTY CORP.;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in
which US BANK C/F ACTLIEN HOLDING
INC. is the plaintiff and G.T.D. REALTY
CORP., ET ALS; are defendants, pending
in the Superior Court of New Jersey, Chan-
cery Division, UNION County and bearing
Docket No. F-027942-16 within thirty-five
(35) days after December 22, 2016 exclu-
sive of such date. If you fail to answer or
appear in accordance with Rule 4:4-6,
Judgment by Default may be rendered
against you for relief demanded in the
Complaint. You shall file your Answer and
Proof of Service in duplicate with the Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Hughes Justice Complex - CN 971, Tren-
ton, New Jersey 08625, in accordance
with the Rules of Civil Practice and Proce-
dure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 14-0626, sold
on 10/9/2014, dated 10/15/2014, and was
recorded on 12/11/2014 in Book 13856 at
Page 78, made by DAVID MARSHALL,
Collector of Taxes of PLAINFIELD, and
State of New Jersey to US BANK C/F
ACTLIEN HOLDING INC. and subse-
quently assigned to plaintiff, US BANK C/
F ACTLIEN HOLDING INC.. This covers
real estate located in PLAINFIELD, County
of UNION, and State of New Jersey, known
as LOT 6 BLOCK 704 as shown on the Tax
Assessment Map and Tax Map duplicate
of PLAINFIELD and concerns premises
commonly known as 120-28 WEST 5TH
STREET, PLAINFIELD, New Jersey.

YOU, G.T.D. REALTY CORP., are made
party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because you are the owner of a
property which is the subject of the above
entitled action.
DATED: December 15, 2016

Michelle M. Smith, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 12/22/16, The Leader Fee: $62.73

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

RECREATION COMMISSION

In compliance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-8D
(Open Public Meeting Act), the Westfield
Recreation Commission wishes to advise
the public that it will hold its regular meet-
ings for 2017 in the Recreation Confer-
ence Room of the Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey
at 7:30pm, on the following dates:

MONDAY, JANUARY 9
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6

MONDAY, MARCH 13
MONDAY, APRIL 3
MONDAY, MAY 1
MONDAY, JUNE 5
MONDAY, JULY 3

NO REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING
IS SCHEDULED FOR AUGUST

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
MONDAY, OCTOBER 2

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 6
MONDAY, DECEMBER 4

1 T - 12/22/16, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

This is to certify that the within resolution
is a true and exact copy of the resolution
adopted on December 13, 2017 by the
Town Council of the Town of Westfield.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

BE IT RESOLVED that pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40-45A-1, the Organization Meet-
ing of the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield for the year 2017 will be held on
Tuesday, January 3, 2017 at 6:00 p.m.
1 T - 12/22/16, The Leader Fee: $12.75

PUBLIC NOTICE
GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE that on December 14,
2016 the Garwood Planning Board memo-
rialized the following resolution:

CASE PB 16-07: 40 North Avenue-
General Business Zone - Block 209 lot
27

Applicant: Alison Mennor
Upholding the Administrative Officer’s

decision and denial of a Use Variance to
permit a tattoo studio on a portion of first
floor retail space.

The resolution is on file and available for
inspection in the office of the Planning
Board located in the Municipal Building
located at 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey.

Adele C. Lewis
Board Secretary

1 T - 12/22/16, The Leader Fee: $18.87

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 01/05/17 downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:
Long-Life Pavement Markings Contract, North-2016 Routes: 10, 19, 20, 27, 27Z, 28,
53, 59, 62, 63, 67, I-80, 82, 120, 139L, 139U, 163, 181Z, 182, I-287 in the Counties of
Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Sussex, Union and Warren - Including
and North of Route 57; Federal Project No: STP-C00S (961); DP No: 16412

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964.  Specifically, “the contractor, sub recipient or subcontractor shall not discriminate
on the basis of race, color, national origin, or sex in the performance of this contract. The
contractor shall carry out applicable requirements of 49 C.F.R. part 26 in the award and
administration of DOT-assisted contracts. Failure by the contractor to carry out these
requirements is a material breach of this contract, which may result in the termination of
this contract or such other remedy as the recipient deems appropriate.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,
Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontrac-
tors prior to contract award or authorization.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor, Division of Wage and hour Compliance at the time of bid.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at Bid
Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe
follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents and plans
and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are directly
payable to Bid Express.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected (BUT NOT OB-
TAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field Offices at the following
locations:

200 Stierli Court One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, NJ 07856 Cherry Hill, NJ 08002
973-601-6690 856-486-6623

3 T - 12/15/16, 12/22/16 and 12/29/16, The Leader Fee: $211.14

PUBLIC NOTICE
RE-ORGANIZATION OF THE

MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

Public Notice is hereby given that the
Annual Re-organization Meeting of the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Garwood for year 2017 will be held on
Tuesday, January 3, 2017 at 7:00 p.m., in
the Council Chambers, Municipal Build-
ing, 403 South Avenue, Garwood, New
Jersey.

Christina M. Ariemma, RMC
Borough Administrator

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 12/22/16, The Leader Fee: $14.28

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

REORGANIZATION MEETING

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Municipal Council of the Township
of Scotch Plains has scheduled their Reor-
ganization Meeting for Sunday, January
1, 2017. The Reorganization Meeting will
begin at 12:00 P.M. This meeting will be
held at the Township Municipal Building,
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey 07076.

The Township of Scotch Plains does not
discriminate against persons with disabili-
ties. Those individuals requiring auxiliary
aids and services where necessary, must
notify the ADA Coordinator of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains at least seventy-two
(72) hours in advance of the meeting.

BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 12/22/16, The Times Fee: $19.38

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE, that on Monday, Sep-
tember 26, 2016, the Planning Board of
the Township of Scotch Plains, Union
County, New Jersey, approved the appli-
cation of ATA Developers, Inc. for Major
Site Plan approval for the property known
as 2545 U.S. Route 22, Scotch Plains,
Block 4802, Lots 9, 10, 11, and 12, located
in the ML1 Zone, for an interpretation that
the Minimum Number of Low/Moderate
Income Units has been met, and alterna-
tively for a bulk variance for Minimum Num-
ber of Low/Moderate Income Units; and for
bulk variances for Minimum Building Dis-
tance, Front to Front, Maximum Common
Parking Area Distance to Dwelling, Park-
ing Space Distance from Access Road,
Off-Street Parking Spaces to be provided
on Townhouse Driveways, Building Height,
and Fences. The Resolution memorializ-
ing said approval was duly presented and
adopted by said Planning Board at its’
regularly scheduled meeting on Decem-
ber 12, 2016. A copy of said Resolution
has been filed in the office of the Board
and/or the office of the municipal clerk and
is available for public inspection.

Shannon Rapant
Land Use Secretary

1 T - 12/22/16, The Times Fee: $27.54

More Letters to the Editor
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A CHEERFUL TOUCH...Members of the Rake and Hoe Garden Club of
Westfield’s Community Projects Committee completed 50 mini-flower cre-
ations on October 20 for clients of Mobile Meals of Westfield. Twice a year
club members gather at the First Baptist Church of Westfield, where Mobile
Meals originates. The club donates the flowers and prepares small arrange-
ments in detergent caps to accompany that day’s meal delivery to clients. This
project was led by Kay Cross.

Wednesday Morning Club
Highlights January Events

CRANFORD — The Wednes-
day Morning Club will begin the
new year with a business meeting
on January 4. Thomas Hannen,
Jr., a member of the Flood Advi-
sory Committee of Cranford, will
be the guest speaker.

Mr. Hannen is a member of the
Cranford Township Committee
and a former mayor of Cranford.
He will talk about the work of the
Flood Advisory Committee. This
committee has been active on cur-
rent issues since 1997.

The intent of the committee is to
inform the public of all the avail-
able facts, choices and meetings
surrounding Cranford’s flood con-
trol issues. The meeting will be-
gin at 10 a.m. at the Cranford Com-
munity Center, located at 220
Walnut Avenue, Cranford. The
public is invited.

The Public Affairs Department
will meet on Tuesday, January 10,
at the home of Barbara Jackson at 1
p.m. Guest speaker Sherry Cronin,
the executive director of the Down-
town Westfield Corporation, will
inform attendees about the chal-
lenges facing towns as they try to

maintain vibrant downtown areas.
The Arts and Crafts Department

will meet at the Cranford Commu-
nity Center the following Tuesday,
January 17, at 10 a.m. Guest Ann
Beams will tell participants about
Pysanky Ukranian Easter Eggs. She
also will display her collection of
decorated Easter eggs.

The Wednesday Morning Club’s
last event of the month will take
place on Monday, January 23, at the
home of Edie Coogan at 1 p.m. The
Literature Department will gather to
discuss “The Language of Flowers”
by Vanessa Diffenbaugh. Club mem-
ber Janet Crowe will lead the group
discussion.

The Wednesday Morning Club
welcomes interested women from
Cranford and the surrounding
communities. Membership Chair-
person Sue Driscoll is available at
(908) 232-6725 to answer any
questions about the club. F-SP Service League Shop

To Close Christmas Week
SCOTCH PLAINS — The

Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League Thrift Shop, located at 1741
East 2nd Street, Scotch Plains, will
be closed this Saturday, December
24, through Saturday, December
31. The shop will reopen on Tues-
day, January 3, at 10 a.m.

For the month of January the
thrift shop’s home department will
feature small appliances, cooking
and bake ware, china sets and re-
lated merchandise. Bedding and
linens also will be available. All
departments will have featured
items throughout the month.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ser-
vice League is an all-volunteer,
non-profit organization that has
served local communities since
1974. Since its founding, the
League has donated more than $1.2
million for local causes.

Anyone interested in learning more
about the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Service League or League member-
ship is invited to call (908) 322-5420,
visit the organization’s website at
scotchplainsthriftshop.weebly.com,
or speak to any volunteers at the shop.

Interested persons also are en-
couraged to check out the
organization’s Facebook page,
“Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League,” and to give the league a
“Like.” Thrift shop hours are Tues-
day, Wednesday, Thursday and Fri-
day, 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., and Sat-
urday, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Free park-
ing is available on the street and at
the rear of the building. Visitors
may enter the parking lot via Wil-
low Avenue.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICEPUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS,

IN THE COUNTY OF UNION, NEW JERSEY
NOTICE OF SALE

$9,525,000 GENERAL IMPROVEMENT BONDS
(Book-Entry Only) (Bank-Qualified)

(Non-Callable) (Parity Bid)
dated: January 1, 2017

The Township of Scotch Plains, in the County of Union, a municipal corporation of the
State of New Jersey (the “Township”), hereby invites ELECTRONIC BIDS VIA PARITY
AND SEALED PROPOSALS for the purchase of its $9,525,000 General Improvement
Bonds, dated January 1, 2017 (the “Bonds”).

ELECTRONIC BIDS VIA PARITY AND SEALED PROPOSALS will be received and
publicly opened and announced by the Chief Financial Officer in the Township Hall, 430
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076, on January 5, 2017 at 11:00 o’clock A.M.
(local time).

The Bonds comprise an issue of bonds payable on January 1 in each year (without the
right of prior redemption) as follows:

$945,000 in the year 2018,
$950,000 in each of the years 2019 to 2024, inclusive, and
$960,000 in each of the years 2025 to 2027, inclusive.
To the extent any instructions or directions set forth in PARITY conflict with this Notice

of Sale, the terms of this Notice of Sale shall control. For further information about
PARITY, potential bidders may contact Ipreo at 1359 Broadway, 2nd Floor, New York,
New York 10018, telephone (212) 849-5021.

The Bonds shall be issued in registered form by means of a book-entry system with no
physical distribution of bond certificates made to the public. One bond certificate for each
maturity will be issued to The Depository Trust Company, New York, New York (“DTC”)
and immobilized in its custody. The book-entry system will evidence ownership of the
Bonds in the principal amount of $5,000 or any integral multiple thereof, with transfers of
ownership effected on the records of DTC and its participants pursuant to rules and
procedures established by DTC and its participants. The successful bidder, as a condition
to delivery of the Bonds, shall be required to deposit the bond certificates with DTC,
registered in the name of Cede & Co., its nominee. Interest on the Bonds will be payable
on each January 1 and July 1, commencing July 1, 2017 (each, an “Interest Payment
Date”), in each year until maturity, and principal of the Bonds will be payable, at maturity,
by payment of immediately available funds by the Bond Registrar/Paying Agent to DTC
or its nominee as registered owner of the Bonds. Transfer of principal and interest to
participants of DTC will be the responsibility of DTC. Transfer of principal and interest to
beneficial owners will be the responsibility of the DTC participants and other nominees
of the beneficial owners. The Township will not be responsible or liable for such transfers
of payments or for maintaining, supervising or reviewing the records maintained by DTC,
its participants or persons acting through such participants.

In the event (a) DTC determines not to continue to act as securities depository for the
Bonds or (b) the Township determines that continuation of the book-entry system of
evidence and transfer of ownership of the Bonds would adversely affect the interests of
the beneficial owners of the Bonds, the Township will discontinue the book-entry system
with DTC. If the Township fails to identify another qualified securities depository to replace
DTC, the Township will deliver replacement bonds in the form of fully registered
certificates.

The Bonds are general obligations of the Township and are secured by a pledge of the
full faith and credit of the Township for the payment of the principal thereof and the interest
thereon. The Bonds are payable, if not paid from other sources, from ad valorem taxes
to be levied upon all the real property taxable within the Township without limitation as to
rate or amount.

Each proposal submitted must name the rate or rates of interest per annum to be borne
by the Bonds bid for, and the rate or rates named must be a multiple of 1/8th or 1/20th of
one percentum (1%). The interest payable with respect to each Bond on any one date will
be evidenced by a single rate of interest. Not more than one rate may be named for Bonds
of the same maturity. There is no limitation on the number of rates that may be named.
If more than one rate of interest is named, no interest rate named for any maturity may
be less than the interest rate named for any prior maturity. Each proposal submitted must
be for all of the Bonds offered and the purchase price specified must not be less than
$9,525,000 nor more than $9,620,250. The Bonds will be awarded to the bidder on whose
bid the total loan may be made at the lowest net interest cost, such net interest cost shall
be computed, as to each bid, by adding to the total principal amount of Bonds bid for
(which shall be all of the Bonds offered) the total interest cost to maturity in accordance
with such bid and by deducting therefrom the amount of premium, if any, bid, which
premium shall not exceed $95,250 (1% of par). No proposal shall be considered which
offers to pay an amount less than the principal amount of Bonds offered for sale or under
which the total loan is made at an interest cost higher than the lowest net interest cost to
the Township under any legally acceptable proposal. The Township reserves its right to
reject all bids, and any bid not complying with the material terms of this notice will be
rejected. The Township reserves the right to waive defects it deems non-material, in its
sole discretion.

The successful bidder must pay accrued interest from the date of the Bonds to the date
of delivery. No interest will be paid upon the deposit made by the successful bidder. The
Bonds will be authenticated by the Chief Financial Officer, acting as Bond Registrar/
Paying Agent for the Bonds.

Sealed proposals should be addressed to the undersigned Chief Financial Officer, and
enclosed in a sealed envelope marked on the outside “Proposal for Bonds”. A good faith
deposit (the “Deposit”) in the form of a cash wire or a certified, treasurer’s or cashier’s
check drawn upon a bank or trust company in the amount of $190,500, payable to the
order of the TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS, is required for each bid to be considered.
If a cash wire is used, the wire must be received by the Township no later than 11:00 A.M.
on January 5, 2017. If a cash wire is utilized, each bidder must notify the Township of its
intent to use such cash wire prior to 11:00 A.M. on January 5, 2017, and must provide proof
of electronic transfer of such cash wire prior to 11:00 A.M. on January 5, 2017 (with return
wiring instructions). Wire instructions for the Township can be obtained by contacting the
Chief Financial Officer (Lori Majeski (908) 322-6700 ext. 202) or the Township’s Bond
Counsel (Steven Rogut or Peter Calhoun (908) 931-1150). If a check is used, it must
accompany the bid or be received by the undersigned Chief Financial Officer prior to the
opening of bids. Each bidder accepts responsibility for delivering such cash wire or check
on time and the Township is not responsible for any cash wire or check that is not received
on time. Checks or wires of unsuccessful bidders will be returned upon the award of the
Bonds. No interest on the Deposit will accrue to the Purchaser. The Deposit will be applied

in part payment for the Bonds or to partially secure the Township from any loss resulting
from the failure of the Purchaser to comply with the terms of its bid.

Award of the Bonds to the successful bidder or rejection of all bids is expected to be
made within two hours after opening of the bids, but such successful bidder may not
withdraw its proposal until after 3:00 p.m. (local time) of the day of such bid-opening and
then only if such award has not been made prior to the withdrawal.

It is anticipated that CUSIP identification numbers will be printed on the Bonds, but
neither the failure to print such number on any Bond nor any error with respect thereto
shall constitute cause for a failure or refusal by the successful bidder thereof to accept
delivery of and pay for the Bonds in accordance with its contractual obligations arising
from the acceptance of its proposal for the purchase of the Bonds. All expenses in relation
to the printing of CUSIP numbers on the Bonds shall be paid for by the Township;
provided, however, that the CUSIP Service Bureau charge for the assignment of said
numbers shall be the responsibility of and shall be paid for by the successful bidder.

The Bonds shall be delivered on or about January 13, 2017 at the office of Rogut
McCarthy LLC, Cranford, New Jersey (“Bond Counsel”), or at such other place as may
be determined by the successful bidder and the Township. PAYMENT FOR THE BONDS
AT THE TIME OF ORIGINAL ISSUANCE AND DELIVERY SHALL BE IN IMMEDIATELY
AVAILABLE FUNDS.

A preliminary Official Statement has been prepared and is available at www.i-
DealProspectus.com or may be obtained from the undersigned, Chief Financial Officer,
Township Hall, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076, Telephone No. (908)
322-6700 ext. 202. The preliminary Official Statement is deemed to be a “final official
statement”, as of its date, within the meaning of Rule 15c2-12 of the Securities and
Exchange Commission (“Rule 15c2-12”), but is subject to (a) completion with certain
pricing and other informa-tion to be made available by the successful bidder for the Bonds
and (b) amendment. The preliminary Official Statement, as so revised, will constitute the
“final official statement”. By the submission of a bid for the Bonds, the successful bidder
contracts for the receipt of a reasonable number of copies of the final Official Statement
within seven business days of the award of the Bonds. In order to complete the final Official
Statement, the successful bidder must furnish on behalf of the underwriters of the Bonds
the following information to Bond Counsel and the Township by facsimile transmission or
overnight delivery received by Bond Counsel and the Township within 24 hours after the
award of the Bonds: (a) initial offering prices or yields (expressed as percentages), (b)
selling compensation (aggregate total anticipated compensation to the under-writers
expressed in dollars), (c) the identity of the under-writers if the successful bidder is part
of a group or syndicate and (d) any other material information necessary for the final
Official Statement, but not known to the Township (such as the bidder’s purchase of credit
enhancement). It shall also be the obligation of the successful bidder to furnish to DTC
an underwriter’s questionnaire and the denominations of the Bonds not less than seventy-
two (72) hours prior to the delivery of the Bonds.

Concurrently with the delivery of the Bonds, the officials of the Township who will have
executed the final Official Statement will deliver to the purchaser of the Bonds a certificate
stating that, to the best of their knowledge, the preliminary Official Statement did not as
of its date and as of the sale date, and the final Official Statement did not as of its date and
does not as of the date of delivery of the Bonds, contain an untrue statement of a material
fact or omit to state a material fact required to be included therein for the purpose for which
the preliminary Official Statement or the final Official Statement is to be used or neces-
sary to make the statements therein, in light of the circum-stances under which they were
made, not misleading, provided such certificate shall not include consideration of
information supplied by, or which should have been supplied by, the successful bidder for
the Bonds.

The Township has agreed in its bond resolution adopted on December 13, 2016 to
provide or cause to be provided, in accordance with the requirements of Rule 15c2-12,
(i) not later than seven months after the end of the Township’s fiscal year (presently
December 31) certain annual financial information and operating data, including audited
financial statements for the preceding fiscal year (commencing with the fiscal year ending
December 31, 2016), (ii) timely notice of the occurrence of certain material events with
respect to the Bonds and (iii) timely notice of a failure by the Township to provide the
required annual financial information on or before the date specified in (i) above.

The successful bidder’s obligation to purchase the Bonds shall be conditioned upon its
receiving, at or prior to the delivery of the Bonds, in form and substance reasonably
satisfactory to the successful bidder, evidence that the Township has made the continuing
disclosure undertaking set forth above in a written agreement or contract for the benefit
of the Bondholders and the beneficial owners of the Bonds.

The approving legal opinion of Bond Counsel will be furnished without cost to the
purchaser. The preliminary Official Statement contains a discussion of the provisions of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the “Code”), with respect to the
exclusion from gross income for Federal income tax purposes of the interest on the Bonds
and a description of the opinion of Bond Counsel with respect thereto. The Township has
covenanted, to the extent permitted by the Constitution and laws of the State of New
Jersey, to comply with the provisions of the Code required to preserve the exclusion from
gross income of interest on the Bonds for Federal income tax purposes. There will also
be furnished the usual closing papers.

The Township has designated the Bonds “qualified tax-exempt obligations” within the
meaning of Section 265(b)(3) of the Code and will represent that it reasonably expects
that neither it nor its subordinate entities will issue more than $10,000,000 of new money
tax-exempt obligations in 2017.

If the Bonds qualify for issuance of any policy of municipal bond insurance or
commitment therefor at the option of a bidder, any purchase of such insurance or
commitment therefor shall be at the sole option and expense of the bidder and any
increased costs of issuance of the Bonds resulting by reason of such insurance, unless
otherwise paid, shall also be paid by such bidder. Any failure of the Bonds to be so insured
or of any such policy of insurance to be issued, shall not in any way relieve the purchaser
of its contractual obligations arising from the acceptance of its proposal for the purchase
of the Bonds.

The successful bidder will be required to furnish, prior to the delivery of the Bonds, a
certificate acceptable to Bond Counsel setting forth information with respect to the Bonds
including the “issue price” of the Bonds within the meaning of Section 1273 of the Code.

By order of the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, in the County of
Union, New Jersey.

Lori Majeski
Chief Financial Officer

Township of Scotch Plains
County of Union, New Jersey

1 T - 12/22/16, The Times Fee: $316.20

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

Take Notice that an application for an
authorization under flood hazard general
permit-by-certification 8 has been submit-
ted to the New Jersey Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection, Division of Land Use
Regulation for the work described below:

Applicant: Jason Yarusi
Project Name: 520 Claremont Place
Project Description: Construction of a

new two-story 750 square foot addition to
an existing single family home.

Project Street Address: 520 Claremont
Place

Block: 217  Lot: 5.01
Municipality: Township of Cranford

County: Union
The complete permit application pack-

age can be reviewed at the municipal
clerk's office. You may provide comments
concerning the proposed development and
site. Please submit your written comments
within 15 calendar days of the date of this
letter to:

New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection

Division of Land Use Regulation
P.O. Box 420, Code 501-02A
Trenton, New Jersey 08625
Attn: Cranford Supervisor

1 T - 12/22/16, The Leader Fee: $28.56

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

ORDINANCE NO. 2016-26

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZ-
ING A FIVE-YEAR EXTEN-
SION OF THE LEASE BE-
TWEEN THE TOWNSHIP OF
CRANFORD AND THE
CRANFORD CLAY COURTS
CLUB, INC.

STATEMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
foregoing ordinance was finally passed at
a meeting of the Township Committee of
the Township of Cranford, New Jersey on
December 13, 2016.

Tara Rowley
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 12/22/16, The Leader Fee: $18.87

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

The Gift of Ourselves Can
Brighten Someone’s Holiday
’Tis the season for good wishes,

good cheer and gift giving, doubly
so this year with Hanukkah and
Christmas occurring simulta-
neously. Homes are festively deco-
rated, tables pristinely set, spirits
glowing as bright as tree lights or
the candles on a menorah. For many
of us, of all ages, this truly is the
happiest time of the year.

But not for all. Unfortunately, there
are far too many individuals and fami-
lies for whom this season will not
bring glad tidings. Among them are
the homeless, the hungry, the unem-
ployed, those who are ill, the grieving
and those who are simply alone.

For them, the holidays can be the
most challenging time of the year,
and the time they feel the most vul-
nerable and the least visible among
the merry sights and sounds sur-
rounding them at every turn.

We can brighten the holidays for
these souls, and let them know they
have not been forgotten amid all the
revelry, with gifts from the heart. While
such gifts may take the form of mate-
rial goods, they also can be the invalu-
able gifts of empathy and friendship
— the gift of ourselves.

For those who have lost all their

possessions in a fire or flood, dona-
tions of cash, clothing, furniture, toys
and other items provide a lifeline.
Likewise, donations to local food
pantries help alleviate the anxiety of
those who — even in our affluent
communities — still worry daily about
having enough to eat. In volunteering
at soup kitchens or other charities we
can help the disadvantaged feel con-
nected to the larger community.

Yet there also are those whose
cupboards are full but whose hearts
are empty because of the loss or
absence of a loved one, because of
dire circumstances, or because they
have no one with whom to share the
holidays. These individuals most
need the kind of gift that can’t be
bought in stores — a sympathetic
ear, a caring heart and the physical
presence of another person.

If you know of a person coping with
grief or loneliness, offer to visit or
invite him or her to your home. While
those whose hearts are heavy may not
be up for large holiday parties, they
may still welcome the opportunity to
share their feelings or reminisce in
quieter settings. Knowing there is a
place for them in someone’s home and
heart can be the greatest gift of all.

Commentary

WESTFIELD
Wednesday, December 7, Amir

Martin, 32, of Plainfield was ar-
rested for contempt of court during
a motor vehicle stop at South Av-
enue and Boulevard. Martin posted
$1,000 bail on a Union Township
traffic warrant and was released.

Wednesday, December 7, a resi-
dent of the 100 block of North
Euclid Avenue reported being the
victim of a theft. The victim stated
that he left his black-and-red, Spe-
cialized cross training bicycle, with
red stripes and an “S” on it, unse-
cured on his front porch. The bi-
cycle is valued at $769.

Wednesday, December 7, a resi-
dent of the 100 block of East Broad
Street reported being the victim of
a theft. The victim stated that an
unknown suspect stole his Schwinn
cross hybrid bicycle, aquamarine
in color, and valued at $150. The
bicycle had been left unsecured on
the sidewalk in front of the victim’s
apartment.

Friday, December 9, Jennifer Co-
lon, 28, of Roselle was arrested and
charged with possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop in
the area of Central and Lenox Av-
enues. Colon was transported to po-
lice headquarters, where she was
processed and released with a man-
datory court date.

Saturday, December 10, Angela
Mcneill, 54, of Plainfield was ar-
rested at police headquarters on an
outstanding South Plainfield crimi-
nal warrant with bail of $758. She
was processed and taken into cus-
tody by the South Plainfield Police
Department.

Saturday, December 10, Joseph
J. Tressit, 28, of Westfield re-
sponded to police headquarters to
satisfy two outstanding traffic war-
rants, one from Westfield with $89
bail and the other from Weehawken
with $145 bail. He was processed
and released after posting bail.

Saturday, December 10, Matthew
J. Baldwin, 29, of Chatham re-
sponded to police headquarters to
satisfy three outstanding Westfield
traffic warrants with total bail of
$175. Baldwin was processed and
released after posting the full bail.

Saturday, December 10, Charon
Rountree, 47, of Westfield was ar-
rested and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI) pursuant
to a crash investigation in the area
of 600 Central Avenue. She was
transported to police headquarters,
where she was processed and re-
leased to a responsible adult.

Sunday, December 11, David J.
Raczkowski, 27, of Brigantine was
arrested and charged with DWI af-
ter police stopped what authorities
described as a suspicious motor
vehicle in the area of 200 Gallows
Hill Road. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
released.

Sunday, December 11, Suzanne
M. Rosa, 31, of Elizabeth responded
to police headquarters to satisfy an
active Westfield traffic warrant with
$500 bail. She was processed and
released after posting bail.

Sunday, December 11, a resident
of the 300 block of Canterbury Road
reported being the victim of a theft.
The victim stated that two outside
Christmas decorations — depicting
a polar bear and a Christmas soldier
— were taken from his front lawn.
The items, valued at approximately
$60 in total, were last seen the day
before at noon.

Sunday, December 11, Anthony
Simmons, 22, of Plainfield was ar-
rested at the Plainfield Police De-
partment on an outstanding
Westfield criminal warrant with
$1,083 bail, with no 10-percent
cash option. He was transported to
police headquarters for process-
ing. Unable to post the full bail
amount, he was held pending trans-
port to the Union County jail.

Monday, December 12, Stephen
Rizzo, 36, of Westfield responded
to police headquarters to satisfy an
active Westfield traffic warrant
with $81 bail. He was processed
and released after posting the full
cash bail.

Monday, December 12, Gerald
E. Schuman, 25, of Westfield re-
sponded to police headquarters to
satisfy an outstanding criminal war-
rant issued by Greenwich Town-
ship, Gloucester, N.J. He was pro-
cessed and released after posting
$160 bail.

Tuesday, December 13,
Mohammad N. Rahami, 20, of Eliza-
beth was arrested at the Roselle
Park Police Department on an out-
standing Westfield criminal warrant
with $363 bail. He was transported
to Westfield police headquarters,
where he was processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Tuesday, December 13, John J.
Polo, 47, of Cranford was arrested
on the 200 block of Gallows Hill
Road on an outstanding Union Town-
ship traffic warrant with $1,000 bail.
He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released af-
ter posting the full cash bail.

AARP Chapter Posts
Meeting Schedule

WESTFIELD — The A.A.R.P.
Westfield Area Chapter 4137 is open
to residents age 55 and over who are
welcome to attend chapter meetings
from September to June on the first
Monday of each month at 1 p.m.

Meetings are held at St. John’s
Baptist Church, located at 2387 Morse
Avenue, Scotch Plains. The only ex-
ception is the January meeting day,
which is on the first Tuesday because
of the New Year’s holiday.

The chapter offers monthly activi-
ties, guest speakers and occasional
special lunches. For more informa-
tion, call Ilsa, chapter president, at
(908) 322-1788.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains will hold a public
hearing on January 5, 2017 at 7:30 pm,
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, First
Floor Council Chambers to hear the appli-
cation of Ernest Fantini, 444 Myrtle Av-
enue, Block 1101, Lot 26, R-3A Zone
(Single Family Zone) for permission to
replace the existing two-family dwelling
with a new two-family dwelling contrary to
the following Zoning Ordinances:

Section 23-3.8 – R-3A Single Family
Zone

Proposed: The new two family dwelling
is approximately 2,752 square feet (32x43).
Use not allowed in R-3A Single Family
Zone.

Section 23-2.3l4 – Other Provisions and
Requirements

Required: One-family detached dwell-
ings and two-family dwelling shall provide
not less than two off-street parking spaces
for each dwelling unit, one of which shall
be a garage and the second of which may
be a driveway leading thereto. Existing: No
existing garage spaces. Existing driveway
allows for at least 6 parking spaces. Pro-
posed: No garage spaces are proposed.

Section 23-6.1a3 – Non-Conforming
Uses

“That no non-conforming use may be
expanded.” Currently there are 2 principal
structures on existing lot. Applicant pro-
poses to replace the existing two-family

dwelling with a new two-family dwelling.
Section 23-3.4a – Impervious Lot Cov-

erage
Maximum Allowed: 50% maximum Im-

pervious Lot Coverage permitted. Exist-
ing: 52.56% Impervious Lot Coverage.
Proposed: 63.97% Impervious Lot Cover-
age

Section 23-3.4a – Building Coverage
Maximum Allowed: 30% maximum Build-

ing Coverage permitted. Existing: 26.80%
Impervious Lot Coverage. Proposed: 36.50
% Impervious Lot Coverage

Section 23-3.4a  - Front Yard Set-back
Required: 30 feet. Existing: 20.6 feet.

Proposed: 26.3 feet.
Section 23-3.4a  - Side Yard Set-back
Required: 5 feet. Existing: 3.6 feet. (for

existing dwelling located in rear of prop-
erty) Proposed: 3.6 feet.

Section 23-3.4a  - Rear Yard Set-back
Required: 30 feet. Existing: 5 feet. (for

existing dwelling located in rear of prop-
erty) Proposed: 5 feet.

The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Land Use Boards

1 T - 12/22/16, The Times Fee: $61.71

Dr. Gameshow Live!
On Tap In Cranford
CRANFORD — The Cranford

Public Library will present Dr.
Gameshow Live! on Thursday, De-
cember 29, at 7 p.m. This evening
of interactive fun will take place in
the A/V Room of the Cranford
Community Center, located at 220
Walnut Avenue.

The program — which started as
a weekly radio show on WFMU —
is a blend of improvisational com-
edy, experimental games and plenty
of audience participation. Come-
dian Jo Firestone and Manolo will
present some games they have
played on the air on WMFU in the
past, with the help of audience
members.

This free, all-ages event is open
to everyone. No registration is re-
quired. The Friends of the Cranford
Public Library will sponsor this
program.
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Nocturnal Animals
Subspecies: Human

3 popcorns

OPENING ACT...On November 19 Deerfield's Select Choir (consisting of fifth to
eighth grade students) performed as the Opening Act to the Rockettes Christmas
Show. This year's repertoire featured unique renditions of Jingle Bells and Silent
Night.

Tips Offered for Parents on
Raising Resilient Children

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

Imagine you are driving late at night
on a desolate country road…hardly a
speck of civilization in sight save for an
occasional utility pole. It’s spooky to
begin with, but nowhere near as scary
as when a car suddenly appears in your
rearview mirror. You make a turn, just
to see. The car follows. You make a
couple more, random turns. There it is,
right behind you. What’s the odds?
Your paranoia concedes to one of your
worst fears realized. Surely you are
being followed by the most deplorable,
inbred ne’er-do-wells in creation.

Good thing this is merely the fiction
within a novel that Susan, the female
lead in director Tom Ford’s Nocturnal
Animals, is reading. She can put it down
any time she wishes. But all the same
it’s mesmerizing, and because she senses
the story contains eerie messages and
symbolism relating to her own life, we
join in the enthusiasm. Suffice it to note,
the harrowing page-turner details a hor-
rible tale…a literary equivalent of the
ghastly car accident on the side of the
road. You can’t divert your eyes despite
the beleaguering ugliness. A dark saga
awaits.

As the backstory unspools, alternat-
ing between flashbacks and Susan’s
current state of affairs, we see there’s
much more to this. It’s a given that
Susan, played by Amy Adams, is disen-
chanted with her albeit successful life
as a major gallerist…a big cheese in the
art world: “It’s just trash.”  Plus, you
don’t have to be a hotel detective to
know that things aren’t all peaches and
cream with her and husband number
two, portrayed by Armie Hammer. So
for the moment, shocking as the book
is, it provides a bizarre oasis from the
realities that have come to haunt our
gal’s very being.

The novel, received in manuscript
form, is dedicated to Susan by her first
husband, Edward, with whom she
shared a romantic raison d’etre back in
her post-college, idealistic youth. But
though the relationship ended quite
badly some time ago, feelings and a

hopeful sense of intrigue are aroused by
the tome’s arrival. Here, director Ford,
who adapted the screenplay from Aus-
tin Wright’s Tony and Susan, begins to
unpeel the numerous levels upon which
his movie plays…some obvious, some
suggested, and all of it soliciting your
conjecture.

To add to the mystique of the implied
metaphor and further our curiosity as to
the hidden meanings we’re meant to
guess at, Jake Gyllenhaal plays both the
ex-husband/novelist and Tony, the ter-
rorized protagonist in the story within a
story. Accomplished editing manages
to keep the past, the present and the
tormented fantasy separate enough for
our perception.

It is at times tough going, the events
of the movie’s inner nightmare a study
in distasteful behavior. Were it not for
our natural inquisitiveness, and the in-
ference that this has to be leading some-
where, we’d dismiss the sadistic vi-
ciousness as purely gratuitous. But a
near endless bunch of strings invite
pulling for the secrets to which they
may be connected. And then again, at
times we’re not so sure.

Therefore, this is one you might want
to see with the Berkowitzes up the
block…y’know, folks to share notes
with afterwards. This proposal for so-
cial interaction, aside from asserting
the necessity for grassroots healing and
planning strategy for a happy ending to
our travail, is also my tangential way of
informing that, going in, you really
shouldn’t know too much more about
the plot. However, it still behooves to
note that all thespic efforts mentioned
are more than up to snuff, and that
Michael Shannon as a laconic, Texas
lawman who aids Tony is especially
profound. Just please be aware that,
among its sophisticated mullings, Noc-
turnal Animals arrives at some rather
beastly deductions.

***
Nocturnal Animals, rated R, is a Fo-

cus Features release directed by Tom
Ford and stars Amy Adams, Jake
Gyllenhaal and Michael Shannon. Run-
ning time: 116 minutes

SPF Scholarship Foundation
Application Now Available

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD –
As the Scotch Plains Fanwood Schol-
arship Foundation continues to cel-
ebrate its Golden Anniversary 50th
year all high school seniors and col-
lege students residing in Scotch Plains
and Fanwood are invited to apply for
the many scholarships available
through the foundation. Some awards
are need-based, while others have
different criteria for selection, such
as the intent to pursue an education
focused on teaching, nursing, math-
ematics, veterinary science, foreign
language, music or fine arts, among
others. Scholarships are also offered
to students who have shown an inter-
est in social service organizations,
scouting or athletics.

This year the Foundation will honor
founding member Lee Stein, as well
as Joe Nagy and Eleanor Kramps,
who have served for decades as Trea-
surer and President, by naming “Dol-
lars for Students” scholarships in
honor of their contributions to the
foundation. Also this year the foun-
dation is proud to announce two new
scholarships, the Lynn Payne Memo-
rial Scholarship for students pursing
a degree in social/human services with
a strong commitment to community
service and the Lina Suriano Memo-
rial Scholarship for students pursing
a degree in Italian or Foreign Lan-
guage.

A full description of all scholar-
ships is available in the application
booklet, which can be accessed online
at the foundation’s website,
www.spfscholarshipfoundation.org;
at www.spfk12.org (see “2017 Local
Scholarships Booklet” under “An-
nouncements” on the school district’s
home page) or in the guidance office

of area high schools. The major crite-
rion for eligibility is that the applicant
resides in Scotch Plains or Fanwood;
an applicant need not be a graduate of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School.

In addition to the application, the
foundation requires a personal letter
from the applicant, a letter of refer-
ence, and an official high school tran-
script, including SAT and/or ACT
scores, or an official college tran-
script. Please see the application
booklet for details. Applications
should be mailed to Scotch Plains
Fanwood Scholarship Foundation, PO
Box 123, Fanwood, NJ 07023 and
must be postmarked by Wednesday,
February 15. Applications post-
marked after this date will be re-
turned. Incomplete or unsigned ap-
plications may not be considered.

Over the past 50 years, 2,844 stu-
dents have received $2,925,477 in
scholarship aid, which is expected to
exceed $3 million dollars this spring.
Scholarships are funded through a
community-wide appeal in the spring
and through Dollars for Students, our
annual house-to-house canvass, tak-
ing place April 22 and 23, 2017. Other
scholarships are administered by the
foundation, but are funded by other
community organizations; for ex-
ample, every Parent-Teacher Asso-
ciation in the district funds at least
one scholarship. Applications are re-
viewed by a screening committee
consisting of four Trustees from the
foundation and PTA representatives
from the public schools.

For further information, please
visit, spfscholarshipfoundation.org,
or call Mary Ball Cappio at (908)
889-8155.

Arthur Bilenker Promoted
To Rank of Colonel

SPECIAL GUESTS...On December 1 Mountainside’s Beechwood School first
graders attended a special reptile and amphibian presentation. Beechwood parent
Cathy Eser, a zookeeper at the Staten Island Zoo, visited the first graders and
brought along some “friends” -- a turtle, a frog, a bearded dragon and a corn
snake. Mrs. Eser taught the children about each animal and the children had the
opportunity to ask and answer questions. They even got to touch the snake! This
presentation was part of the non-fiction reading and writing unit the children
worked on in their classrooms.

WESTFIELD – Helpful informa-
tion for parents is available in a newly
released Westfield Public School
video entitled “Resilient School Age
Children – Who Are They and How
Did They Get There?”

Based on recent presentations to
parents by Westfield Director of
Counseling, Maureen Mazzarese,
who has dedicated her entire 29
year career to student wellness, the
video explores ways to avoid un-
necessary anxiety or stress in school
age children and provides helpful
tips for parents.

Covered in the presentation are
skills and coping mechanisms to
manage emotions, to become aware
of strengths and assets, to problem
solve, to be resourceful and reach
out to others, and to develop a sense
of personal agency.

To watch the video along with

recommended resources, such as
books and Ted Talks, please visit
the Parent Tab on the Westfield
Public Schools website at
www.westfieldnjk12.org/pages/
Westfield_Town_School_District/
Parents/Parent_Resources/Resilent.

Superintendent of Schools, Mar-
garet Dolan, remarked, “I attended
one of Ms. Mazzarese’s presenta-
tions to parents this fall. Her expe-
rience, dedication and helpful ad-
vice and that of her entire counsel-
ing staff have proven to be invalu-
able to students and families in the
Westfield Public Schools.”

“One of our district’s objectives
in our five year strategic plan is to
encourage coping skills and resil-
iency, and workshops like these tie
in well with what we are advocating
within our classrooms,” added Ms.
Dolan.

LATHAM, N.Y. – Major General
Anthony P. German, The Adjutant
General for the State of New York,
announces the promotion of mem-
bers of the New York Army National
Guard in recognition of their capabil-
ity for additional responsibility and
leadership.

Arthur Bilenker from Cranford
serving with the Medical Command

is promoted to the rank of Colonel.
Army National Guard promotions

are based on overall performance,
attitude, leadership ability, and de-
velopment potential.

These promotions additionally rec-
ognize the best qualified Soldiers and
attract and retain the highest caliber
Citizen Soldiers for a career in the
New York Army National Guard. Wardlaw Students Support

Others in Holiday Season
EDISON – Students at The

Wardlaw-Hartridge School (W-H) in
Edison have been extremely active in
community service and helping oth-
ers during the holiday season.

The Middle and Upper Schools
collected over 15 boxes of food for
the less fortunate during a second
holiday food drive for Hands of Hope
in Edison. Some of the items included
pasta, rice, stuffing, instant potatoes,
canned veggies, fruits and soups, cake/
muffin mixes and gravy.

The Class of 2018 had a successful
bake sale to raise money for Opera-
tion Smile to donate $250 for surgery

for a smile for a child in a third world
country. There are so many children
born with cleft palate and have no
money for health care. W-H has
partnered with Operation Smile for
more than 10 years and giving a child
a smile for the holidays is a rewarding
experience.

Middle School students visited the
Giving Tree, from which they se-
lected ornaments with gift sugges-
tions for autistic children attending
Crossroads School in Westfield. The
gifts were delivered to the school for
autistic children on December 15.

Lower School students supported
the Emanuel Cancer Foundation by
purchasing toys, art supplies, puzzles
and games. Fifth graders assisted in
the delivery of these holiday gifts.

Morina of Westfield
Graduates at UA

TUSCALOOSA, A.L. – Stephen
Morina of Westfield was among some
2,270 students at University of Ala-
bama who were awarded degrees
during winter commencement on
December 10. Mr. Morina received a
Bachelor's Degree.

Kowalski Graduates
Misericordia University

DALLAS, P.A. - Kurt Kowalski, of
Westfield, graduated from Misericor-
dia University on December 18.

Mr. Kowalski received a Bachelors
Degree in Government, Law and
National Security.

MERRY MELODIES...Fourth and fifth-graders at McKinley Elementary School
in Westfield got into the holiday spirit at the recent McKinley Winter Concert,
which featured the school’s Advanced Band, under the direction of Aaron
Staluppi, and the Fifth Grade Chorus and the McKinley Melodies, under the
direction of Christina Toulios. Pictured, from left to right, are: McKinley
Melodies members Jamie Foerst, Sofia Tsarsi, Maya Mehta and Liam Concannon
perform “Best Day of My Life”.

When You
Want Results–

Use 
Leader/TIMES
Classified Ads

Inexpensive
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Whose birthday
is it, anyway?

It's not who comes down the chimney,
but who came down from heaven.

Family Investors Company
265 South Avenue • Fanwood, New Jersey 07023 • (908) 322-1800

Member FINRA & SIPC

Celebrate the New Year Family-
Style With NJ Festival Orchestra

www.njfestivalorchestra.org  •  908 232 9400

SATURDAY December 31 at 7pm
Westfi eld High School Auditorium, Westfi eld, NJ

TICKETS $40 – $70  Kids under 18 $20

ON THE
TOWN

NEW YEAR’S EVE

A cabaret-style celebration of Broadway classics 
for the entire family, featuring soloists direct 

from the Broadway stage.

A cabaret-style celebration of Broadway classics 
for the entire family, featuring soloists direct 

from the Broadway stage.

WESTFIELD – On Saturday, De-
cember 31, at 7 p.m., under the
baton of Maestro David Wroe, New
Jersey Festival Orchestra again pre-
sents one of New Jersey’s most
popular New Year’s Eve musical
celebrations. This year’s perfor-
mance, “On The Town,” offers a
s p e c i a l
d i s c o u n t
tickets for
kids un-
der18 and
promises a
superb re-
view of
American
s t a g e ,
screen and
television
m u s i c a l s
presented
in glorious
symphonic
s p l e n d o r
that will be appreciated by the en-
tire family.

“The line-up of this year’s pro-
gram reads like a Who's Who of the
best of American musical theater,”
said Maestro David Wroe. “It’s a
chance for adults to reminisce to
songs they all know, for kids to
learn more about and enjoy some of
the most exciting characters to grace
the stage and screen, and for us all
to revel in the genius of America’s
finest composers.”

Featuring international guest vo-
calists direct from the Broadway
stage and beyond, this is a musical
celebration eagerly anticipated by
much of central New Jersey.

Continued Wroe, “The fun of this
program comes from the interac-
tion of our
guest artists
and orchestra
as well as the
great reper-
toire. Its mu-
sic that calls
for dramatic
interpretation,
drawing co-
medic, heart
breaking, pas-
sionate, and
exhilarating
performances
from all.”

Guest so-
prano, multi award-winning Ten-
nessee native and Analisa Leaming,

made her Broadway debut last year
in On the Twentieth Century with
Kristin Chenoweth, and on Wednes-
day, April 19
she will take
over the role
of Anna in
The King and
I at Lincoln
C e n t e r .
Analisa has
also starred in
numerous re-
gional tours
i n c l u d i n g
Annie, The
Sound of Mu-
sic, Pirates!
and Hello,
Dolly!  Her
New York City credits include Pipe
Dream, Where’s Charley? and A
Time for Singing.

Soprano Mikki Sodergren is the
2014 Gold Medalist of the Ameri-
can Traditions Competition in Sa-
vannah, G.A. where she also took
home the awards for Best Jazz Per-

formance and
best Johnny
Mercer inter-
pretation – the
only artist
ever to win all
three. She
also has been
seen recently
as Eponine in
L e s
Miserables ,
and as Luisa
in Nine .
Mikki re-
cently per-
formed a

sold-out pops concert with the Sa-
vannah Philharmonic and headlined
the Holiday Pops Concerts with the
Jacksonville Symphony.

Broadway performer and
funnyman, John Treacy Egan, has
had an amazing career on the stage,
on TV, in film, and in concert halls
across America. His Broadway cred-
its include the musical version of
Whoopi Goldberg’s Sister Act, Chef
Louis The Little Mermaid and the
roles of Max Bialystock, Roger
DeBris and Franz Liebkind in Mel
Brooks’ The Producers. John has
also toured the US and Europe in
productions of Kiss Me Kate and
Cats.  On TV John has appeared on
30 Rock, Boardwalk Empire, Late

Night with Conan O’Brien, and As
the World Turns. He can also be
seen in the film Last Night with
Keira Knightley and in the film ver-
sion of The Producers.

NJFO also welcomes back Paris
native Maxime de Toledo who has
performed leading roles in opera
houses throughout the world. He
recently made his Metropolitan
Opera debut as the Priest inquisitor
in the new production of Don Carlo
and was heard in Showboat
(Carnegie Hall), Camelot (Live
from Lincoln Center on PBS, with
the New York Philarmonic). He also
appeared in the acclaimed version
of Camelot at the Schubert Theater
in Boston, playing Lancelot with
the North Shore Music Theatre.
Maxime is also active as an actor in
France and has appeared on US TV
in The Sopranos, All My Children
and Guiding Light.

The New Year’s Eve celebration,
eagerly anticipated by much of cen-
tral New Jersey, has been made pos-
sible through the generous sponsor-
ship of The NJ State Council on the
Arts and The Westfield Foundation.
With a 7 p.m. start and a convenient
Westfield High School location with
ample parking, the concert is a per-
fect beginning to New Year’s Eve
revels.

 Tickets range from $40 to $70,
with a special discount price of only
$20 for kids under 18, may be pur-
chased on line
www.njfestivalorchestra.org or by
calling the box office at (908) 232-
9400.

JCC Offers Exclusive Sound Check
Party with Constantine Maroulis

WESTFIELD – The JCC of Cen-
tral NJ, a not-for-profit community
center in Scotch Plains, is raising
funds to benefit its summer camp
which provides financial assistance,
special needs and teen leadership pro-
grams to the community.

As part of this fundraiser, the JCC is
offering the community a chance to bid
on an exclusive “sound check party”
with Constantine Maroulis of Rock of
Ages and American Idol fame.  The
sound check party can include up to
four people and will be held on Friday,
December 30 at Westfield’s James Ward
Mansion and includes an extended meet
and greet with Constantine, lunch with

him at Akai Sushi Lounge and an
autographed picture.

Bids can be made at www.jccnj.org;
bidding will close on Friday, Decem-
ber 23. The current bid stands at $500.
Bidding increments are $100.

Constantine Maroulis is an accom-
plished actor, producer, singer and
songwriter best known for his Tony-
nominated performance in Rock of
Ages and his epic run as a finalist
during the heyday of American Idol.
Currently, Constantine is developing
a number of creative projects. He is
the Tony-nominated producer of
Broadway’s revival of Deaf West's
Spring Awakening, and he has just

released the singles, “Here I Come”
and “She’s Just Rock N Roll,” from
his upcoming album. Constantine re-
cently closed out his starring role in
the critically acclaimed Second Stage
Theatre production of Friend Art.

In addition to the Friday, Decem-
ber 30 Sound Check party, Maroulis
will be performing at a New Year's
Eve event at the James Ward Man-
sion. Those interested in learning more
and purchasing tickets for the New
Year’s Eve event may visit  http://
www.constantinevip.com.  Please
note that the New Year's Eve party is
a separate experience from the JCC’s
exclusive sound check party.

WINTER ARTS...The Upper School at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison presented its annual Winter Concert and
Art Show on Dec. 8. Parents, faculty and friends perused many fine works of art in the hallways before an entertaining evening
of music. Pictured, from left, top row: Thomas Borner du Cane of Plainfield and Steven Bessette of Scotch Plains. Middle:
Hannah Yates of Piscataway and Aanandi Murlidharan of Edison. Front: Priya Golding of North Plainfield and Marissa
Pyne of Plainfield.

Analisa Leeming

Mikki Sodergren

Maxime de Toledo

John Treacy Egan

Business, Education
Leaders Join Visual
Arts Center Board

SUMMIT – At its recent Annual
Meeting, the Visual Arts Center of
New Jersey welcomed four new mem-
bers to the Board of Trustees. New
members will bring a wealth of ex-
pertise from their respective fields of
investment banking, law, education
and art. Members include Summit’s
David Hardin, Deborah
Schwarzmann, and Stefan Shaffer, and
Maplewood’s Jesse Torrey.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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DISCOUNTS  Available On:

•Mixed Cases of Spirits  
•Mixed Cases of Wine

(Excluding Sale Items)

Where available, check local store for details.
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DECEMBER 2016/ JANUARY 2017

ALEXANDER VALLEY
CABERNET SAUVIGNON
2012 6999

4999

3999

Double 
Black

4799

Black Label

5999
1.75 L

750 ML

750 ML

750 ML

1 LITER

               ShopRiteWines &  Spirits 
Serve Up a Little

Holiday Cheer!

Prices effective: 12/11/16- 1/10/17

               ShopRiteWines &  Spirits 

3299
1.75 L 4999

750 ML

2999
750 ML

Makers
Mark 46

BOURBON

3999
750 ML

Knob Creek
Single Barrel

BOURBON

4299
750 ML

  Johnnie
 Walker

BLUE LABEL

17999
750 ML

COLLECTION 4 PACK

7999
200 ML EACH

ShopRite Wine Coupon

With this coupon. Good ONLY at participating 
ShopRite Wines & Spirits stores. No Limit. 

While supplies last. No other discounts apply. 
Effective thru Tues., Jan. 10, 2017.0 010200 5

With this coupon. Good ONLY at participating 
ShopRite Wines & Spirits stores. No Limit. 

While supplies last. No other discounts apply. 
Effective thru Tues., Jan. 10, 2017.0 010000 7

750 ML 

Blu
Prosecco

899
With this coupon. Good ONLY at participating 

ShopRite Wines & Spirits stores. No Limit. 
While supplies last. No other discounts apply. 

Effective thru Tues., Jan. 10, 2017.0 010020 1

1 LITER

Brady’s
Irish Cream

1099
With this coupon. Good ONLY at participating 

ShopRite Wines & Spirits stores. No Limit. 
While supplies last. No other discounts apply. 

Effective thru Tues., Jan. 10, 2017.0 010030 8

ShopRite Wine Coupon ShopRite Wine Coupon ShopRite Wine Coupon

SAVE

2.00

SAVE

1.00

Any 
Beer  

in Stock

 
18-PACK OF

1.5 L

Zuccotti
PINOT GRIGIO OR
MONTEPULCIANO

599

Silver Oak

Faust Cabernet 
Sauvignon

The Prisoner
Red Blend

$100
OFF SAVE

1.00

RED
LABEL

GOLD
RESERVE
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Captain Morgan
SPICED RUM  1.75 L  2599

Pyrat XO Reserve 

 750 ML 2399

Bacardi Rum
LIGHT, DARK OR SELECT 1.75 L 1999

Cruzan Estate
LIGHT OR DARK 1.75 L 1799

Rum

The Macallan
12 YEAR OLD 750 ML5299

NADURRA
16 YEAR OLD 750 ML8299

FRENCH OAK
15 YEAR OLD 750 ML6999

12 YEAR OLD 750 ML4199

Chivas Regal 1.75 L5899

Clan MacGregor 1.75 L1999

Laphroaig Single  
Malt Scotch
10 YEAR OLD 750 ML4999

Sobieski 1.75 L  1999

Bailey’s Original
IRISH CREAM 750 ML 2199

Jagermeister 1.75 L  3799

Cointreau 1 LITER 3499

Grand 
Marnier  750 ML 2999

B&B
Liqueur 750 ML 2999

Gozio
Amaretto 1 LITER 2499

Chambord 750 ML 2799

Irish Mist 750 ML 2299

Aperol 750 ML 2199

Licor 43 750 ML 2199

Drambuie 750 ML 3199

Romana Sambuca
REGULAR & BLACK 750 ML 2499

Frangelico 750 ML 2199

Brady’s Irish
Cream 1 LITER1199

Caravella
LIMONCELLO & ORANGECELLO 750 ML1999

Bowman’s

1199
1.75 L

Pinnacle
REGULAR 80 PROOF

1799
1.75 L

Tito’s

2999
1.75 L

Grey Goose
REGULAR 80 PROOF

2899
750 ML

Absolut
REGULAR 80 PROOF

2999
1.75 L

Smirnoff 80
REGULAR & FLAVORS

1999
1.75 L

Vodka

Stolichnaya
REGULAR ONLY

2999
1.75 L

See 
Coupon

Johnnie Walker

COLLECTION
4-PACK

7999
200 ML

Blue  
Label 750 ML17999

Scotch Cordials

The Glenlivet
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Small Batch
1792

2699
750 ML

Basil
Hayden’s

BOURBON

3999
750 ML

Bulleit
Bourbon

OR RYE

2799
750 ML

Jack 
Daniel’s

BLACK, FIRE, HONEY

4499
1.75 L

Four Roses
Single Barrel

100 PROOF

3799
750 ML

Birddog
Whiskey

ALL TYPES

1699
750 ML

Gentleman
Jack

2999
750 ML

Evan
Williams

2299
1.75 L

Maker’s
Mark 46

3999
750 ML

Tin Cup
Colorado

WHISKEY

3199
750 ML

Elijah Craig
12-YR SMALL BATCH

EXCLUDES CASK

2899
750 ML

E & J Brandy
VSOP

 
1.75 L  2199

Camus VSOP
ELEGANCE

 
750 ML  3999

Camus VS
ELEGANCE

 
750 ML  2699

Leroux Polish
BLACKBERRY BRANDY 1.75 L  2199

Remy Martin
VSOP 750 ML  3999Tequila

Climax
Moonshine

2699
750 ML

Midnight
Moonshine

2199
750 ML

Evan Williams
Single Barrel

2699
750 ML

Gin
Tanqueray
  1.75 L  3499

Hendrick’s
  750 ML  3499

New Amsterdam
 1.75 L  1999

Bowman’s
 1.75 L 1299

Patrón
SILVER 750 ML  3999

Jose Cuervo Tradicional
SILVER OR REPOSADO 750 ML  2499

Olmeca Altos
PLATA OR REPOSADO 750 ML  2499

Tijuana
GOLD 1.75 L  1999

1800 Tequila
REPOSADO, SILVER OR COCONUT 1.75 L  3999

Whiskey

Bourbon Features

750 ML

Knob Creek
Single Barrel

4299

Seagram’s 7
CROWN 1.75 L  1799

Canadian
LTD 1.75 L  1399

Canadian Club
WHISKY  1.75 L  1999

Crown Royal
ORIGINAL & FLAVORS 750 ML  2699

Tullamore Dew
IRISH WHISKEY 750 ML  2899

Black Bush
 IRISH WHISKEY 750 ML  3299

Jameson
IRISH WHISKEY 1.75 L  4999

Fireball
CINNAMON WHISKY                      1.75 L  2799

Brandy & Cognac
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Wente
Marchesi de’ Frescobaldi

CLARET or 
PINOT NOIR

1499

CHARDONNAY

1199

    Marchesi de’ Frescobaldi is one of Italy’s oldest 
wineries, with a history dating to the 1300s.  
    The family has included medieval knights, 
bankers, lawyers and patrons of the arts. The 
Marchesi de’ Frescobaldi is one of the most 
significant wine producers in Italy, with nine 
estates and roughly 2,500 acres in Tuscany.  
The family has been growing wine since the 
late 19th century, when they became the first in 
Tuscany to import and plant French vine cuttings. 
Because they have been producing wines for more 
than 700 years, to experience Frescobaldi is to 
glimpse the history of Florence, from the Middle 
Ages to the present day.

NIPOZZANO CHIANTI 
RUFINA RISERVA

750 ML

1999

POMINO 
CHARDONNAY

750 ML

1499

CASTIGLIONI 
CHIANTI

750 ML

1299

•  Morning Fog 
Chardonnay

•  Merlot 
Sandstone

•  Louis Mel 
Sauvignon Blanc

•  Cabernet Sauvignon 
Southern Hills

Brightlands 1199
Nobilo 999

1299

13991699

•   CABERNET 
SAUVIGNON

• PINOT NOIR

• MERLOT

1399
CHARDONNAY

Pinot Noir

•  CABERNET 
SAUVIGNON

• SYRAH
• ZINFANDEL 
• MERLOT

1399
TOSCANA 

ROSSO REMOLE
750 ML

899

TENUTA 
CASTIGLIONI

750 ML

2199

Featured Winery...
ALL 750 ML

Kim Crawford 1399

 J. Lohr  
Falcon Perch

1299

 Josh Cellars

1399

Silver Oak 
Alexander Valley  
2012

6999

CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL COAST

MacMurray 1499

Meiomi 1999

THE PRISONER

Red Blend

3999

FAUST

Cabernet Sauvignon

4999

Stag’s Leap  
Artemis 4699

Cabernet Sauvignon

ALL 

750 ML

Sauvignon Blanc

ALL 

750 ML

CASTEL GIACONDO 
BRUNELLO
2011 VINTAGE

750 ML

5999

ALL 750 ML

Diamond  Series
ALL 750 ML

••••Director’s Series 
ALL 750 ML

Francis Ford 
Coppola Winery



Our Favorite 
Selections...
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Simi

Marlo

Ruffino

ALL 
TYPES

599
ALL TYPES 
(EXCLUDING 
PROSECCO & 

MOSCATO)

899

CABERNET 

SAUVIGNON

1799

MERLOT

1599

PINOT NOIR

1699

CHARDONNAY

1399

SAUVIGNON BLANC

1099

ALL 750 ML

•    CHIANTI RISERVA DUCALE 
GOLD GRAN SELEZIONE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3199

ALL 750 ML

Sterling Napa
•  CABERNET  

SAUVIGNON, 

PINOT NOIR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1999

• CHARDONNAY, 

MERLOT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1899

• SAUVIGNON 

BLANC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1399

•  CABERNET SAUVIGNON 
SEVEN OAKS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1399

• LOS OSOS 
MERLOT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1199

• CHARDONNAY 
RIVERSTONE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1099

J. Lohr

Cupcake

•    CHIANTI RISERVA DUCALE 
TAN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1999

•    CHIANTI 
SUPERIORE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 999

ALL TYPES
EXCLUDES INFERNO

999

Apothic
750 ML

ALL TYPES

999

• CABERNET SAUVIGNON 
• CHARDONNAY • MERLOT  
• PINOT NOIR • SAUVIGNON 

BLANC

1099

Alias
750 ML

ALL 
750 ML

750 ML

750 ML

750 MLCASE OF 12 
SAME TYPE

5999

Chateau Ste. Michelle
ALL 750 ML

ALL 
750 ML

HollowFoxHollow

•    MERLOT
•    CABERNET SAUVIGNON . . .1399

• SAUVIGNON BLANC

• CHARDONNAY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 999

•  HARVEST SELECT

•  RIESLING

•  DRY RIESLING 899
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Bota  
Box 
ALL TYPES 1799

Black 
Box
ALL TYPES 2199

3 L BOX

3 L BOX

Mark 
West
PINOT NOIR 1799

1.5 L

Ruffino
Chianti

1399
1.5 L

Opici 
Homemade 
Barberone

1299
3 L BOX

Cavit
PINOT GRIGIO

1399
1.5 L

Spartico Spanish
Red Blend 750 ML 899

Pizzolato 
Chianti 750 ML  999

Tarantas
Tempranillo 750 ML 799

Zuccotti
ALL TYPES 699

1.5 L

Papi
ALL TYPES

1099
1.5 L

1.5 L

Franzia

Rex Goliath
ALL TYPES

1099
1.5 L

1.5 L

Concha y Toro
FRONTERA, ALL TYPES

899

Beringer
CALIFORNIA CLASSICS

999
1.5 L

Jacob’s Creek
ALL TYPES

1199

Santa Margherita
PINOT GRIGIO ................................2099

750 ML 

Corbett 
Canyon

ALL TYPES

799
1.5 L

Guigal Cote du Rhone

ROUGE ............................................1399
750 ML 

Kim Crawford
SAUVIGNON BLANC ........................1399

750 ML 

Nobilo
SAUVIGNON BLANC .............................999

750 ML 

Columbia Crest
GRAND ESTATES, ALL TYPES ..............999

750 ML 

Jacob’s Creek Reserve
ALL TYPES .....................................1099

750 ML 

Josh Cellars
ALL TYPES, EXCEPT
PINOT NOIR 13.99 ..................................1299

750 ML 

Allegrini Palazzo
DELLA TORRE IGT ..........................1699

750 ML 

Mark West
PINOT NOIR OR CHARDONNAY ...........999

750 ML 

Alamos
ALL TYPES, EXCLUDING MALBEC SELECCÍON .........899

750 ML 

En Memoire
du Malbec

1099
750 ML

House Wine 
Favorites

• World
 Classics

• Cabernet, Merlot  
or Chardonnay

1399
1799

Organic

Cutler Creek
ALL TYPES ...........................................399

750 ML 
CASE OF 12
SAME TYPE 3999

Ruffino Lumina
PINOT GRIGIO

1199
1.5 L

Cul-de-Sac
ALL TYPES ...........................................499

750 ML 

CASE OF 12
SAME TYPE 4999

5 L BOX



Dessert
Favorites ...
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Celebrate!

Veuve
Clicquot Brut

 

4599

  

Taittinger
Brut la Fracaise

3999

 

Moet
Chandon

IMPERIAL N/V

3999
 

Dom
Chandon

BRUT, BLANC DE NOIR, ROSÉ

1799

GH Mum
CHAMPAGNE BRUT,

GRAND CORDON

3999
 

Mionetto
Brut

PROSECCO

1299
 

Ruffino
 PROSECCO OR 

SPARKLING ROSÉ

1199

 

Andre
Champagne

599

Korbel
BRUT, ROSÉ , X-DRY

1199
 

M&R
Asti

 

1199
 

DRINK OF THE WEEK

*In a punch bowl or large pitcher filled with ice, 
combine all of the ingredients. Stir well.  
Serve over ice and garnish with cranberries.

Jingle Juice 
Holiday Punch
• 1 bottle (750ml) Whipped Vodka

•  1 bottle of Pink Champagne  
or Sparkling Rosé

• 1 2-liter bottle of Cherry 7-Up

• Cranberries for garnish (optional)

Dom
Perignon

 

14999

Blu
Prosecco

1099
750 ML

Freixenet
Cordon Negro

999
750 ML 750 ML

750 ML750 ML750 ML

750 ML750 ML

750 ML750 ML

750 ML 750 ML

750 ML

SEE
COUPON

Sangria

Inniskillin
Vidal Ice WINE 4499

375 ML

Graham’s 
Six Grape 1799

750 ML

Dry Sack
Sherry 1399

750 ML

Cockburn
Special
Reserve 1399

750 ML

750 ML

Cockburn
Ruby/Tawny 1099

Real Sangria

999
Papi Sangria

799

1.5 L

1.5 L
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l'ennemi du journaliste

Having reached the top rung
on the Union County ladder the
past two years, the senior-heavy
Cranford Cougars want to take
another step to the “Top Shelf”
in the section and possibly the
region. There should be a mad
scramble among several teams
to determine the second and
third placed teams in the county
but with a “wild” realignment in
the districts, the focus will be to
figure out how to qualify as many
as possible for the region tour-
nament. (As always, several
wrestlers may drop a class come
tournament time)

Westfield Blue Devils:
The Blue Devils added several

experienced freshmen to the
lower portion of the lineup and
return three very talented se-
niors.

“We are going to have some
young kids in the lineup but they
are not inexperienced,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Glen Kurz said.
“These are kids who put in 50-60
high school matches over the

summer. They are not coming in
like your average freshmen.
These are kids who have been
battle-tested throughout their
youth careers. They are ready to
go.”
Phil Ricca (sr. — 220): Second
in UCT and District 11, 4th in
Region finished 28-9
Jack Miller (sr — 195): Second
in district, finished 28-5

Zach Rabinowitz (sr. — 106):
Second in district, finished 20-13
Keep eye on Isaiah Reese (jr —
160) Finished 12-13, Emmet
Smith (so — 138) 3rd district,
finished 18-15

Roselle Park Panthers:
The Panthers’ strength appears

to be in the lower half of the
weight classes.

Park Panther first-year Head
Coach Ryan Rooney said, “I have
really only known the guys since
September, so I am really relying
on the coaches that have been
here for guidance. We want our
kids to be aggressive and wrestle
hard. We emphasize attitude. The
attitude will determine the alti-
tude.”
Rene Perez (sr — 145): 2nd
district, finished 25-10
Jon Mejia (jr — 120): 2nd dis-
trict, finished 20-15
Josh Mejia (jr — 126), Elvin
Guerrero (so — 138), Gabe
Leo (so — 106):
Mark Montgomery (so — 113):
2nd UCT, 1st district, finished
28-5

Cranford Cougars:
The UCT champion Cougars,

now a senior-heavy squad, re-
turn five district champs, and six
NJSIAA qualifiers.

“There are some cool things for
these seniors to make memories
but the biggest thing is to keep
our eyes on the prize, getting
kids on the top of the podium,
getting our team to the champi-
onships of tournaments and not
settling for just having a good
year,” Head Coach Pat Gorman
said.
Mike Nigro (sr – 145): 3rd
UCT, 2nd district, 3rd in Region

3, finished 21-20
Tom DiGiovanni (sr — 126):
twice UCT & district champ, 3rd
in Region 3, finished 28-9
Anthony Capece (sr — 113):
UCT & district champ, 2nd in
Region, finished 30-7
Chris Scorese (sr — 132): twice
UCT & district champ, second in
Region 3, finished 37-5 won 3 at
AC. 100 career wins
Vince Concina (sr — 170): 2nd
UCT, 1st district, 2nd in Region
3, finished 31-8
Brian McGovern (sr — 160):
1UCT & district, finished 25-7
Alex Esposito (sr — 285): 1st

Cougars Still Team to Beat for UCT Top Rung by David B. Corbin

Chris Fuschetto 132 ALJ Crusaders Alex Esposito 285 Cranford CougarsTom DiGiovanni 126 Cranford Cougars Sabri Murray 120 Rahway IndiansSam Wustefeld 182 SPF Raiders

Jack Miller 195 Westfield Blue Devils

Josh Mejia 126 Roselle Park Panthers

Probitas Verus Honos

Rene Perez 145 Roselle Park Panthers

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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UCT & district, 2nd in Region 3,
finished 32-10
Keep an eye on Conor Halpin (so
— 120): 3rd UCT & district, fin-
ished 24-12; Dylan Budnik (jr —
195) 3rd UCT & district

Scotch Plains-Fanwood:
The Raiders graduated a strong

core but return many experi-
enced underclassmen, including
two who were out of the lineup
due to injury.

“I think we have nine returners
from last year, which makes us
still young because there were
juniors and sophomores in the
lineup, guys with experience. We
have a lot of guys, who trained

with the philosophy of last year’s
team,” Raider Head Marc Fabiano
said.
Sam Wustefeld (jr — 182):
3rd in UCT, 1st district, 3rd re-
gion, AC qualifier, finished 29-8
Jack Cannon (jr – 138): Missed
last season with injury.
Nick Palazzola (jr — 152):
Missed last season with injury
Keep eye on Alex Oslislo (so —
160), Justin Sidebottom (jr —
120), Mike Ramos (jr — 145) and
Bobby Mount (jr — 285)

Brearley Bears:
Head Coach Dave Nichols said,

“We had 15 kids last year. We
have 23 now. Lot of green wres-

tlers but I think we will be better
than we were last year.
Charlie Buckley (sr — 152):

2nd in district, finished 25-9.
“Charlie wrestled all off-season
private, going to two different
clubs. He really put in the time,
really put in the effort. He is
somebody I expect to make AC.”
Rebecca Pizuto (jr — 106):
16-15 last year. “Rebecca
wrestled all off-season, going to
clubs. She has improved tremen-
dously.”
Watch out for Tyler Stoeckle (sr
— 170)

A. L. Johnson Crusaders:
The Crusaders are looking for-

ward to several good individual
performances.

“We are going to focus more

on the individual part. The ulti-
mate goal is to have a kid get
down to Atlantic City. We only
have 10 wrestlers, so we are
going to try to win as many dual
meets as possible. We will be
giving up 24 points,” Head Coach
Mike Siter said. “We have been
trying to get kids to go out for
the sport. If they buy into it,
that’s probably the best thing
they’ve ever done.”

Chris Scorese (132) Cranford Cougars Phil Angelo (138) Summit HilltoppersVince Concina (170) Cranford CougarsPhil Ricca (220) Westfield Blue Devils Dan Tomlinson (Hwt) Gov. Livingston

Zach Rabinowitz 106 Westfield Blue Devils Jack Cannon 138 SPF Raiders

Cougars Still Team to Beat for UCT Top Rung by David B. Corbin

Rhise Royster 126 Rahway Indians Owen Smith 138/45 New Providence Charlie Buckley 152 Brearley Bears

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Chris Fuschetto (jr — 132):
1st UCT & District 12, 4th Region
3, finished 36-2. “He’s going to
be my leader on the mat.”
Tyler Bohm (jr — 138):
Sebastian Iakouchevitch (so
— 160); Mike Brennan (sr —
195); Dan Olenik (jr — 285)
Gov. Livingston Highlanders:

The Highlanders finished sec-
ond in the UCT last year and were
hoping to come in stacked in the
upper five weights but football
injuries, especially to Chris
Bottone, who took second in the
UCT and third in the district to
finish 20-8, has put a bit of a
chink in that solid upper wall.

“We graduated a lot of guys
and got some key injuries that
are definitely setting us back.
Chris Bottone to lose him is pretty
unfortunate,” said Head Coach
Rick Ortega. “We got a lot of
sophomores who are going to
have to step up early.”
Dan Tomlinson (sr — 285):
1st UCT & district, finished 33-3
Turner Haddad (sr — 195):
2nd district, finished 24-11
Quinn Haddad (jr — 170): 2nd
UCT, 3rd district, finished 25-9

Keep an eye on Anthony
Santigate (sr — 138):

Summit Hilltoppers:
The Hilltoppers have three se-

niors in the middle weights who
will demand close attention with
Phil Angelo and Mike Acitelli who
already have a proven track
record and Rhajon Venable, who
has dropped to 132-lbs. Not too
many heavyweights are going
to be happy with the return of
Danny Petrela, who placed third
in the UCT and finished 21-7 two
years ago.

“We actually do have more
numbers in the room but they
are in the same weight class.

The goal is to win head-to-head
and individually to get a few kids
to the state tournament in At-
lantic City,” Head Coach Mike

Sandor said.
Phil Angelo (sr — 138): 2nd
UCT, 1st in district, finished 25-
6
Mike Acitelli (sr — 145): First
district, finished 26-4
Rhajon Venable (sr — 132):
2nd district at 145, finished 13-8
Danny Petrela (sr — 285):
2015 — 3rd UCT, finished 21-7
Dan Cambronero (jr — 220):
3rd district, finished 15-14
Quinn Halper (jr — 126): 3rd
district, finished 19-14
New Providence Pioneers:
The Pioneers have four vacant

spots but do have several tal-

Anthony Capece 113 Cranford Cougars

Cougars Still Team to Beat for UCT Top Rung by David B. Corbin

Elvin Guerrero 138 Roselle Park Panthers

Jon Mejia 120 Roselle Park Panthers Brian McGovern 160 Cranford Cougars

Quinn Haddad 170 GL Highlanders

Mike Acitelli 145 Summit Hilltoppers

Danny Petrela 285 Summit Hilltoppers

Mike Brennan 195 ALJ Crusaders

Nick Palazzola 152 SPF Raiders Chris Reynolds 160 New Providence

Probitas Verus Honos
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ented wrestlers in the upper-mid
weights. Head Coach John Scholz
said, “Small numbers! Everything
I have been throwing at them
they have been doing really well.
Individually. We have really
strong guys.”
Owen Smith (jr — 138): 2nd in
district, finished 33-10.
Chris Reynolds (sr — 160):
2nd in district, finished 30-10
Andrew Joachin (sr — 195)

Rahway Indians:
The Indians are strong in the
lower weight classes and aver-
age about 35-40 wrestlers in the
room each day.
“I have a real nice bottom of the

lineup and some athletes to fill in
the other places,” Head Coach
Fred Stueber said. “I am enjoy-
ing myself tremendously with
these kids. We don’t have any
issues this year.”
Sabri Murray (jr – 120): 1st
UCT & district, finished 28-3
“Sabri is focused on getting down
to Atlantic City.”
Rhise Royster (so — 126): 3rd
UCT, 2nd district, finished 23-9
“Rhise and Sabri are lifers as
wrestlers. Both like what they
are doing. They are leaders in
the room.”
Antonio Santoni (jr — 138):
Out of lineup last year

Others: Tony Delmau (so — 132)
3rd district, Jason Winters (jr —
145) 3rd district, Randolph
Manongsong (so — 106).

Linden Tigers:
The Tigers are comprised mainly
of sophomores and freshmen with
only a few seniors. According to
Head Coach Alvaro Fernandez,
“We could have 10 or 11 fresh-
men and sophomores in the
lineup.”
Stefaro DelValle (fr — 126)
1st year

Noel Diaz (sr — 152): 3rd in
district

Union Farmers:
The Farmers had a fine 2015-16
season but graduated several
talented wrestlers.
“It’s a new look for us. It is going
to be very much of a rebuilding
season but we have some young
men, who we think can do pretty
well,” Coach Dino DeBellonia said.
Kyjuan Hutchins (sr — 126):
3rd in district, finished 25-13
Nick Zuena (sr — 152): 3rd in
UCT, 1st district, finished 34-9.
“He’s certainly our senior leader.
His goal is to do better this year
and hopefully we can have an-

other medalist back in A.C.”
Mike Matullo (sr — 126): 3rd
district, finished 22-18
Look out for Osaguona Amayo
(jr — 132) and Raul Falar (sr
— 220)

Plainfield Cardinals:
The Cardinals had one Region 3
qualifier with Abu Bakar
Mendheim (jr) who placed 2nd in
district and finished 29-7 at 160

Elizabeth Minutemen:
The Minutemen could return two
Region 3 qualifiers.
Kevin Bazan (jr —126): 2nd
UCT & district, finished 14-10
Azir Lawson (sr — 220): 3rd
district, finished 15-11

Emilio Cordova 170 Rahway Indians

Jymier Anderson 285 Rahway Indians

Bobby Mount 285 SPF RaidersTurner Haddad 195 GL Highlanders Rebecca Pizuto 106 Brearley Bears Dan Olenik 285 ALJ Crusaders

Antonio Santoni 138 Rahway Indians Tyler Stoeckle 182 Brearley Bears Rhajon Venable 132 Summit Hilltoppers Tyler Bohm 138 ALJ Crusaders

Probitas Verus Honos

Cougars Still Team to Beat for UCT Top Rung by David B. Corbin
More photos on next page



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-5  Thursday, December 22, 2016

goleader.com/ballyhoo

Gabe Leo 106 Roselle Park Panthers

Noel Diaz 152 Linden Tigers

R. Manongsong 106 Rahway Indians

Vlad Lee 220 Rahway IndiansBrian Diaz 160  Rahway Indians

Andrew Joachin 195 New Providence

Jason Winters 145 Rahway Indians Quinn Halper 126 Summit HilltoppersSeb Iakouchevitch 160 ALJ Crusaders Tony Delmau 132 Rahway Indians

Stefano DelValle 126 Linden Tigers A. Santigate 138 GL Highlanders Dan Cambronero 220 Summit Hilltoppers
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No. 3 Linden Tigers Outrun Blue Devil Boys, 83-37, in St. Jude Basketball Classic
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Garwood Planning Bd. Denies Appeal
For Paved Parking Lot at Lincoln Ave.
By BETSEY BURGDORF

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — The planning
board, at its meeting on Decem-
ber 14, denied the appeal of DJB
Holdings, LLC regarding a paved
parking lot. The property, lo-
cated at 3 Lincoln Avenue, was
purchased by David Busch, do-
ing business as DJB Holdings,
LLC in 2014 for use as an auto-
motive repair facility.

Dwayne Augustine, counsel
representing DJB, LLC, addressed
the board asking them to over-
turn their decision to deny the
applicant the ability to repave

the parking lot at his business.
“We are allowed to repair, as
long as we don’t change any-
thing,” Mr. Augustine said. He
told the board that the “lot is in
disrepair” and that his client just
wants to “take up pavement de-
stroyed over the years.”

“This is not a case on non-
conforming use,” Board Attor-
ney Donald Fraser, Jr. said. “You
are here on an appeal.”

Garwood Zoning Code Official
Victor Vinegra told the board that
Mr. Busch applied for a permit to
fix the broken asphalt and gravel
by the door of his business on

CRANFORD — The Cranford His-
torical Society was awarded a
$1,000 grant on October 18 by
the Wells Fargo Foundation to
support the organization’s mis-
sion to preserve and perpetuate
Cranford’s history.

The Cranford Historical Society
was founded in 1927 by a small
group of Cranford citizens inter-
ested in preserving the town’s
unique history. Entering its 90th
anniversary in 2017, the Society
continues to be dedicated to the
preservation and perpetuation of
Cranford’s history.

Its collection today includes
photographs, scrapbooks, glass
negatives, furniture, tools,
kitchen and farm implements,
costumes, books, letters and
numerous other artifacts related
to Cranford and its citizens. The
Cranford Historical Society con-
tinues to collect and document
Cranford’s history for future gen-
erations.

The Historical Society serves
the people of Cranford, Union
County and Central New Jersey
and is the caretaker of two his-
toric homes — the Hanson House
and the Crane-Phillips House Mu-
seum.

“We truly appreciate Wells
Fargo’s support,” said Margaret
Gerlach, president of the Cranford
Historical Society. “We will use

this grant for our Cranford His-
torical Society History Award
Scholarship Fund given each year
to a Cranford High School se-
nior.”

The grant was awarded as part
of Wells Fargo’s Community Con-
nections program, which provides
local branch managers the op-
portunity to make a $1,000 chari-
table contribution on behalf of
Wells Fargo to a nonprofit of their
choice.

Wells Fargo Northern New Jer-
sey branches distributed a total
of $148,000 in grants to support
nonprofit groups, an increase
from last year’s $139,000 con-
tributions.

October 21, 2015 and that the
application was to resurface the
lot. Mr. Vinegra stated that he
“drives by the business every
day on the way to work” and that
he noticed that large areas of
concrete were being poured and
formed with forms going all the
way to the curb. “There was 50
feet of solid concrete,” Mr.
Vinegra said. “You cannot pour
concrete in a right-of-way.”

Mr. Busch was issued several
citations by the zoning board,
which are still pending. “You can-
not sheet-grade concrete,” Mr.
Vinegra stated. “They had no site
plan, no buffer, no ordinance.
That is why they are in court.”

Mr. Vinegra told the board that
the area is in a flood plain and
that the applicant needed to con-
sider storm water control and
flood damage prevention before
any paving was done.

“Storm water was going to flow
over the sidewalk. It would be a
considerable amount of water,”
he said noting ice that would
form in winter as an issue.

He continued stating that the
zoning certificate did not show
enough detail and that he
“stopped by the site three times
to ask what he was doing” before
Mr. Busch was asked to stop
work on the paving project. “It
[zoning certificate] was incom-
plete. I didn’t deny it, but I didn’t
approve it,” Mr. Vinegra said.

Mr. Augustine called Gerard
Busch, owner of Innovative De-
signs, LLC, and the contractor
hired by his brother to do the
paving at the site, as a witness.
Mr. G. Busch stated that he had
“some paving experience” and
had overseen the paving of park-
ing lots and structures saying
“concrete is basically concrete.”

Mr. G. Busch stated that the
intent was to “replace the con-

Cranford Hist. Soc. Given
Grant From Wells Fargo

Library Friends Slate
Used Book Sale

CRANFORD — The Friends of
the Cranford Public Library invite
the public to visit their used book
sale. It will take place in the
Friendly Book Cellar at the
Cranford Public Library on
Wednesday, January 4, from 4 to
8:30 p.m.; Thursday and Friday,
January 5 and 6, 10 a.m. to 4:30
p.m., and Saturday, January 7,
10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Items for sale will include more
than 10,000 adult and children’s
books, as well as CDs, DVDs and
recorded books. Prices will range
from 25 cents to $2, except for a
few specially marked items.

Saturday will be Bag Day, when
customers will be able to fill a
bag with books for $8. The li-
brary is located at 224 Walnut
Avenue, Cranford. Entrance to
the sale is through the side door,
just off the main parking lot. The
sale is wheelchair-accessible.
Proceeds will benefit the library.

Cranford Library Friends
To Host Poetry Readings

CRANFORD — The Friends of
the Cranford Public Library will
host poetry readings featuring
three local poets on Saturday,
January 14, at 2 p.m. This pro-
gram, showcasing the talents of
John McDermott, Deborah
LaVeglia and Joe Weil, will take
place at the Cranford Commu-
nity Center, located at 220 Wal-
nut Avenue, Cranford.

Mr. McDermott, a Cranford resi-
dent, is the 2016 recipient of the
Fanwood Arts Council’s Carriage
House Poetry Prize for his poem
“Census 2016,” which took first
place among 821 entries. He is a
former poetry editor of U.S. 1
Worksheets. Mr. McDermott has
twice been invited to read his
work at the Geraldine R. Dodge
Poetry Festival and serves as a
Dodge Poet, working with teach-
ers and students. His poems have
appeared in many literary jour-
nals, including Paterson Literary
Review, Lips and Frogpond. His
first full-length book of poetry,
“The Long Way Home,” was pub-

lished in 2005.
Ms. LaVeglia is director of

“PoetsWednesday” at the Barron
Arts Center in Woodbridge, the
longest-running poetry series in
New Jersey. Also a Cranford resi-
dent, she has published poetry
and essays in numerous journals
and anthologies, including Lips,
Paterson Literary Review, Col-
lege English Notes, Edison Liter-
ary Review, American Poetry
Journal, Ragazine, Diving In,
Negative Capability and Voices
Rising from the Grove.

Mr. Weil grew up in Elizabeth. He
teaches undergraduate and gradu-
ate creative writing classes at
Binghamton University. Four vol-
umes of his poems have been pub-
lished: “What Remains” (2008),
“Painting the Christmas Trees”
(2008), “The Plumber’s Appren-
tice” (2009) and “The Great Grand-
mother Light, New and Selected”
(2013). Mr. Weil also has read his
work at the Dodge Festival.

Admission to this program is
free and all are welcome. CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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January
Cranford

Andis Kalnins was appointed
for a third consecutive year as
Cranford mayor. Mary O’Connor
was appointed as deputy mayor.
Commissioner Tom Hannen, Jr.
was sworn in to a second term.

Robert D’Ambola, a Republi-
can, submitted his letter of res-
ignation from the committee due
his move out of the area. Local
attorney John Mallon was chosen
to fill the council vacancy.

Ryan J. Cooper, William Hulse,
Nicole Sherrin Kessler and Maria
Loikith took the seats on the
board of education.

Joann Boyle told her fellow
board members she will resign at
the end of the month.

A proposal to demolish a de-
funct auto repair garage at 310
Centennial Avenue in favor of a
new mixed-use apartment com-
plex received a lengthy hearing
from the zoning board with the
board deciding to continue the
hearing in March.

Members of the planning board
were sworn in for their reap-
pointment at the board’s reorga-
nization meeting. Peter Taylor,
Kathleen Murray, Julie Didzbalis,
Mayor Andis Kalnins and Com-
mitteewoman Mary O’Connor
were reappointed to the board.
Bobbi Anderson was reappointed
as chairwoman and Lynda Feder
as vice-chairwoman.

Garwood
Republicans Ileen Cuccaro and

Joe Sarno took their seats on the
borough council.

Christine Guerriero was elected
to a third straight year as presi-
dent of the board of education,
which swore in new members
Kat Patterson and Tracey Roland,
and returning member Amanda
Langston as the board’s vice-
president.

Republican Councilman Joe
Sarno’s effort to reduce council
salaries to $1 was stymied by

Democrat Mayor Charles
Lombardo who cast the deciding
ballot in a 4-to-3 vote council
vote. Compensation is $1,500
for council members and $1,800
for the mayor.

The planning board welcomed
council representative Jim
Mathieu, and re-elected Steve
Greet as chairman for a fourth
straight term and Kathy Villaggio
for a fourth year as vice-chair-
man. John Malcolm also joined
the board.

February
Cranford

During municipal budget pre-
sentations before the township
committee, the police depart-
ment asked for a $2 per hour
raise for the school crossing
guards and the summer guard
part-timers, saying they have
not had a raise since 2008, bring-
ing it to about $16 and $13 per
hour, respectively.

The township committee unani-
mously introduced an ordinance
that would raise most annual
fees for the community pool.
Commissioner Thomas Hannen
Jr. said the committee elected to
keep the senior citizen rate at
$65 with other categories to be
raised by approximately $5.

Garwood
A proposal to raze a two-story

single-family home on South Av-
enue across from Kings super-
market and replace it with a
three-story mixed use building
was granted final approval by
the planning board.

The borough council formally
introduced a resolution to strip
Council President Lou Petruzzelli
of his municipal-provided health
insurance benefits.

March
Cranford

Board of Education Business Ad-
ministrator Robert Carfagno in-
troduced the preliminary school
budget of $63,254,728 with

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
TRYING TO STAY AHEAD OF IT…Cranford’s Department of Public Works
crew plows the downtown, trying to keep the area passable during the height of
winter storm Jonas.

crete slabs that were broken and
fix it so it looks better.”

“When you remove what is
there, it is called
reconstructuring. There are no
plans for a reconstructuring,” Mr.
Vinegra replied.

Board member Bill Nierstedt ad-
dressed the applicant and said he
was going to change the direction
of the discussion. “You have the
most visible property when you
come into Garwood,” Mr. Nierstedt
said. “I want you to improve it.”

Mr. Nierstedt noted that the
prior property owner used the
property for industrial use and
that an automotive repair shop
“is a change of use that auto-
matically triggers a need for a
site plan review.”

“I totally agree,” Planning Board
Chairman Stephen Greet stated.
“We absolutely need to see im-
provement to this property, but
you need a site plan.”

Mr. Nierstedt asked Mr. Augus-
tine if he would like to reconsider
and withdraw his appeal and take
the recommendation of the board

to submit a site plan and after a
brief consultation with his client,
he agreed.

“My client is a young business
man and he wants to improve his
property both from his perspec-
tive, pride in ownership and to
draw in more business,” Mr. Au-
gustine told the board.

Mr. D. Busch then addressed
the board stating that the prop-
erty was a “diamond in the rough”
and that he has always been
working towards improving the
property. “I am trying to make it
better for everyone.”

“We look forward to having you
back and having you do the right
thing,” Mr. Nierstedt said.

In other business, the board ap-
proved the payment of $3,750 for
additional costs incurred in the
South Avenue redevelopment
project. Mr. Greet reported that
the funds were not in escrow, but
would be reimbursed by the county.

The next meeting on the plan-
ning board is Wednesday, Janu-
ary 11, at 7:30 p.m. at the mu-
nicipal building.

GW Bd. Denies Parking Lot

January 28, 2016

$53,971,870 to be raised in taxes.
The spending plan represents an
increase of $2,009,396 in taxes
over 2015.

The township committee intro-
duced $36.7-million budget with
$22.5 million to be raised from
local taxes, a jump of $550,136
over 2015.

The board of education passed
a resolution calling on state offi-
cials to increase the amount of
state aid provided to the school
district. State education aid to
Cranford this year will total $2.8
million, up nearly $56,000 over
last year but still well below the
2009-2010 peak of $3.8 million.

Garwood
A divided borough council voted

to halt health insurance benefits
for Council President Lou
Petruzzelli, making the decision
after more than two months of
debate.

Angelo and Sandro Villaraut,
who were granted an exemption
from the single-family zone from
the board nearly two years ago to
build the town homes at the north
end of Walnut Street on Fourth
Avenue, notified neighbors of their
plans to re-present the proposal
to the planning board. The prop-
erty is located 484 Fourth Av-
enue, known around Garwood as
the “Hidi” property.

The board of education tenta-
tively approved a $8,975,399
budget with a with a total tax levy
of $8.025 million. The spending
plan includes $518,400 for debt
payments and is $326,541 more
than last year. The owner of a
home assessed at $100,000 would
pay $217 over the previous year.

Mayor Charles Lombardo issued
a veto to strike down an ordi-
nance that would have eliminated
health insurance coverage for
Council President Lou Petruzzelli.

Year in Review: 2016 – Jan. Through May

More next page



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-9  Thursday, December 22, 2016

goleader.com/ballyhoo

April
Cranford

Township Commissioner Mary
O’Connor, who serves as deputy
mayor, filed for a second term on
the committee. Her running
mate, John Mallon, recently
joined the committee to fill a
committee vacancy. They will
face Democrats Ann M. Dooley
and James Kent Lucas in the
General Election.

Restaurants in the township
would be required to obtain food
handler certificates and have their
grease traps cleaned and main-
tained by a certified company and
logged under ordinances intro-
duced by the township committee
following the recommendation of
Health Officer Megan Avallone of
the Westfield Regional Health De-
partment. Right now owners can
choose to empty the grease traps
themselves and haul it away.

The state appellate court de-
nied two appeals set forth by the
township in its attempts to stop
the development of Birchwood
Avenue in an area the township
deems a “floodway.”

School officials presented a
school budget of $63,254,728 of
which $60,819,056 is for operat-
ing expenses. The total tax levy is
$53,971,870, an increase is
$1,679,463 over the previous year.

Garwood
Democrat newcomers Jennifer

Blumenstock, vice-president of the
Cranford Parent-Teacher Associa-
tion (PTA), and Marc Lazarow, a
middle-school language arts
teacher in Westfield, were selected
by the local party for seats on the
borough council. They will face
two-term incumbent Republican
James Mathieu, the chairman of
the local GOP committee, and
council candidate Tony Morales.

The board of education voted
to extend its lease of Washington
Elementary School to the
Westfield Area ‘Y’ for five years.
The new contract extends

through June 20, 2021, to allow
the ‘Y’ to use the facility for early
childhood care.

The planning board voted to
send a redevelopment plan to
the borough council that includes
a four-story, 315-apartment
complex for the largely aban-
doned Casale Manufacturing and
Petro Plastics industrial sites on
South Avenue.

Mayor Charles Lombardo cast a
tie-breaking vote to approve a
$7.9-million budget that includes
a $93 tax increase on the aver-
age homeowner.

May
Cranford

The site plan proposal for a
controversial mixed-use build-
ing that would replace the aban-
doned Lehigh’s Auto Repair on
Centennial Avenue was approved
by the board of adjustment.

Attempted murder and other
charges against a Cranford
woman accused of setting fire to
her SUV and trying to kill her twin
children two-and-a-half years
ago were dismissed by a state
Superior Court judge this week.
Narcissa Zuber was deemed not
competent to stand trial, thus
ending the case.

The township committee intro-
duced a $3.77-million capital
budge for roadwork; handicapped

  May 12, 2016

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
COUNTY CHAMPS...Members of the Cranford High School Wrestling Team
are congratulated by the board of education after winning the Union County
Championship.

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
MOVING UP...Former planning board member Ileen Cuccaro, center, takes the
oath of office as Garwood councilwoman from state Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-
21st, Westfield), right, with her son, Eric Meyer, on hand.

January 7, 2016

Year in Review: 2016 – Jan. Through May
ramps and sidewalks and curb
replacements, storm sewer im-
provements, improvements to
public buildings, new vehicles for
the Department of Public Works,
turnout gear and self-contained
breathing apparatus for the fire
department, a truck and
defibrillators for the police depart-
ment, and a senior bus for the
Parks and Recreation Department.

It was standing-room only in
the Lincoln School Gymnasium
as the board of education was
forced to address protests re-
lated to the termination of
Cranford High School (CHS) Prin-
cipal Kathleen McCabe.

The final approval of a pro-
posed Quick Chek convenience
store and gas station on North
Avenue was delayed due to is-
sues brought up by the board of
adjustment. The application calls
for the store to be built at 370
North Avenue at the site of an
unoccupied industrial building.

Garwood
The board of education formally

approved a nearly $9-million
budget, a 3.7-percent increase
over the previous year, which
will include a $51 tax increase on
the average home.

The borough council approved
a $445,000 bond ordinance for
new street repairs.

Former Cranford Mayor, Re: Ending
Public Notices In Local Newspapers
(1) I first served in 1988 and

we used to have two citizens at
governing board meetings. But
the Cranford Chronicle was there
to record and comment for the
public on community issues, large
and small. The Chronicle was
independent but the ads we took
out for events and the funding of
the public notices were a valu-
able source of revenue to them
that assured local focus.

(2) As the local newspaper busi-
ness got financially pressured of
course many were assumed by
larger companies that had no
interest in local news. For ex-
ample, the Cranford Chronicle
became part of the Star-Ledger
that is absolutely now worthless
on local and regional coverage.
They have a section called County
News that will nine times out of
10 be an article about Atlantic

County. No reporters come to
meetings and the public notices
are buried.

(3) TAP and Patch have tried to
be the local voice but, like much
Internet news, it is there then
gone within a day and there is
typically limited local news re-
porting. The news is self-reported
by those who submit the story
whether it is correct or not.

(4) The Westfield Leader has
for Cranford become a great ser-
vice with real reporters and local
focus. It reminds me very much
of the Cranford Chronicle that
set strong standards for inde-
pendence and community news.
From a taxpayer perspective
saving on the cost of a public
notice is insignificant versus the
value that the local newspapers
who also have an Internet pres-

Local Letters to the Editor

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Garwood Library Reveals
Activities During January

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Public Library, located at 411
Third Avenue, has announced its
activities for the month of Janu-
ary.

The Knitting Club meets every
Monday and Thursday at 10:30
a.m. No registration is required.
Bilingual Knitting is available
every Tuesday at noon.

ESL (English as a Second Lan-
guage) classes take place every
Thursday at 10 a.m., and Adult
Education is held every Thursday
at 2 p.m. Registration is required
for each program and both have
an eight-person class limit.

Toddler Story Time is offered at
10:30 a.m. each Wednesday. No
registration is required.

Movie Time takes place each

Friday at 10 a.m., for which reg-
istration is not required.

Adult Craft is scheduled for
Tuesday, January 10, at 6 p.m.,
with a limit of 10 participants.
Registration is required.

Kids Craft will be held Wednes-
day, January 18, at 3 p.m. It is
limited to 20 children in second
grade and older. Registration is
required.

Lego Club will be featured on
Thursdays, January 12 and 26,
at 3 p.m. Registration is required
and participation is limited to 20
individuals.

The Thursday Night Book Club
will meet January 5 at 7 p.m.,
while the Monday Afternoon Book
Club will meet at 1 p.m. on Janu-
ary 23, for a discussion of Joan
Anderson’s “Year by the Sea.” No
registration is required for either
book club meeting.

Senior Computing class will take
place Monday through Wednes-
day, January 9, 10 and 11. Reg-
istration is required and partici-
pation limited to eight people.

A Kids Coding class also will be
held January 9 to 11. Registra-
tion is required and the class size
is limited to 10.

For more information on any of
these programs, visit
youseemore.com/garwood or call
the Garwood Public Library at
(908) 789-1670.

PEOPLE HELPING PETS...The Garwood Public Library is collecting dona-
tions for the Plainfield Area Humane Society. Requested items include cat and
dog food, cleaning supplies (paper towels, soap, sponges, disposable gloves),
laundry detergents, pet toys, new or lightly used blankets or towels, and gift
cards to Petco, ShopRite and other stores that sell pet products. Donations may
be dropped off during regular library hours through the end of January. The
Garwood Public Library is located at 411 Third Avenue. Pictured supporting
the cause are Anthony Di Iorio, left, and Ryan Marczydlo.

ence provide. Millburn News
Item, for example, is another
local source that also provides
citizens with detail and breath
so the community can under-
stand local issues and solutions.

Go beyond the current law:
(1) I think S-2855 should be

scrapped and replaced with
broader terms that enhance lo-
cal reporting and newspaper vi-
ability. I am not sure what solu-
tion there is to bolster getting
local news to communities. Be-
sides requiring towns to pay for
the public notices maybe in addi-
tion they pay for one page per
month of local news. I suspect I
lost you there. Maybe a tax credit

to news companies for each page
of local news including public
notices provided.

(2) Maybe as a change to the
current requirement the notices
be expanded to include more
information about what exactly
is being considered. Oftentimes,
the notice is legal speak.

(3) At the minimum, the publi-
cation of public notices should be
continued, but this is a good
opportunity to improve the con-
tinued viability of local reporting
and citizen information about
their own community.

Dan Aschenbach
Cranford, former Mayor

Leader Oversight, Good Luck Retiring
Garwood Councilman Mike Martin

This letter is being submitted
to correct an oversight by The
Leader editorial staff in failing to
thank Garwood Councilman Mike
Martin for his service to our Bor-
ough. For quite some time, let-
ters to the editor have been criti-
cal of the coverage provided to
Garwood, as it appears to be an
unabashed favoritism with the
Garwood Republican Party view.

Items ranging from only inter-
viewing Republican Councilman
Mathieu after council meetings
for his opinion and not sitting
democratic council members, (I
am hopeful that this practice will
stop as a new reporter has been
covering Garwood meetings), to
outright support of opposition
to the proposed South Avenue
redevelopment before a site
plan, traffic report or financial
reports are submitted/reviewed
– a view championed by Mr.
Mathieu.

Funny how The Leader didn’t
express such opposition to the
Westfield South/Central avenues

over-development – think there
will be some traffic problems
there?

Anyway, that bias was ex-
pressed once again this past
week when the editor thanked
Councilman Mathieu for his ser-
vice (rightfully so), but failed to
even mention Councilman Mar-
tin. Mr. Martin, arguably so, was
the most important person on
council this past year. While
maintaining his true Republican
values of small government and
providing local services in a cost
effective manner, he supported
actions that the Democratic
council members also supported
for the betterment of our bor-
ough. He supported the pur-
chase of a new garbage truck to
replace our 26-year-old relic as
it costs the taxpayer more in
repairs and down time than to
purchase a new one. (Do any of
us have 26-year-old cars we use
every day for work?)

He also indicated his support

Letters to Editor – Cont.
for the South Avenue develop-
ment, as it would bring ratables,
jobs, and economic rebirth to a
current decrepit economic al-
batross in our downtown. Could
his support of Democratic sup-
ported positions resulted in his
omission from The Leader’s
thanks?

Councilman Martin may have
been quieter than Mr. Mathieu,
and certainly less contentious,
but while The Leader’s editors
may not miss him, I will – and
time will tell – Garwood resi-
dents will also. Good luck, Mike,
on your future endeavors! You
will be missed.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

CONTINUED ON NEXT COLUMN
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Jessica Moore Earns Gold
‘Keeping the Music Alive’

Jessica Moore

GARWOOD — Jessica Moore re-
cently earned her Gold Award —
the highest award available in
Girl Scouting — by recycling mu-
sical instruments for the benefit
of Union County public school stu-
dents. The daughter of Joseph
and Diana Moore, Jessica has been
a Girl Scout since kin-
dergarten and is now
in the 12th grade. She
is a member of Troop
40446. Her brother,
Patrick Moore, is an
Eagle Scout.

For her project, Jes-
sica partnered with the
Fanwood Recycling
Center and collected
musical instruments at
a Musical Recycling
Day in June. She and
her fellow Scouts col-
lected more than 100
instruments. Once she
collected them she
worked with her team to sort
through the instruments with a
member of the National Educa-
tional Music Company, Rachel
Bollaro, and fellow Scouts and
students. All instruments that
were not able to be refurbished
were taken apart and used for
parts for other instruments.

Jessica worked with the staff at
Sam Ash in Springfield to refur-
bish the instruments over a two-
month period. She categorized
the instruments and made sure
that they were clearly detailed in
a catalog. She worked with Union

County music teachers and prin-
cipals to determine what instru-
ments their schools were in need
of. Ultimately she had 67 instru-
ments to donate to the 13 school
systems in Union County. This
helped to “keep the music alive”
for those who cannot afford to

buy musical instru-
ments of their own and
who wanted to play
one.

Jessica held the dis-
tribution event Decem-
ber 9 in the auditorium
of Arthur L. Johnson
High School in Clark
with the help of her prin-
cipal, Rick Delmonaco,
and members of her
Marching Band, as well
as her Garwood Girl
Scout troop. The
schools were very
grateful for the instru-
ments they received.

The one thing that Jessica learned
most of all is that the public was
very generous with their dona-
tions.

Anyone who has an instrument he
or she wishes to donate is invited to
contact their local schools to see if
they have a need. To help keep her
project going, Jessica partnered with
the Wharton Institute in Berkeley
Heights to help continue the recy-
cling of instruments for children
from the Paterson area of New
Jersey. Both the Fanwood Recy-
cling Center and the Wharton Insti-
tute will continue to participate.

Wednesday Morning Club
Highlights January Events

CRANFORD — The Wednesday
Morning Club will begin the new
year with a business meeting on
January 4. Thomas Hannen, Jr.,
a member of the Flood Advisory
Committee of Cranford, will be
the guest speaker.

Mr. Hannen is a member of the
Cranford Township Committee
and a former mayor of Cranford.
He will talk about the work of the
Flood Advisory Committee. This
committee has been active on
current issues since 1997.

The intent of the committee is to
inform the public of all the available
facts, choices and meetings sur-
rounding Cranford’s flood control
issues. The meeting will begin at 10
a.m. at the Cranford Community
Center, located at 220 Walnut Av-
enue, Cranford. The public is invited.

The Public Affairs Department
will meet on Tuesday, January
10, at the home of Barbara Jack-
son at 1 p.m. Guest speaker
Sherry Cronin, the executive di-
rector of the Downtown Westfield

Corporation, will inform attend-
ees about the challenges facing
towns as they try to maintain
vibrant downtown areas.

The Arts and Crafts Department
will meet at the Cranford Commu-
nity Center the following Tuesday,
January 17, at 10 a.m. Guest Ann
Beams will tell participants about
Pysanky Ukranian Easter Eggs.
She also will display her collection
of decorated Easter eggs.

The Wednesday Morning Club’s
last event of the month will take
place on Monday, January 23, at
the home of Edie Coogan at 1 p.m.
The Literature Department will
gather to discuss “The Language of
Flowers” by Vanessa Diffenbaugh.
Club member Janet Crowe will lead
the group discussion.

The Wednesday Morning Club
welcomes interested women from
Cranford and the surrounding
communities. Membership Chair-
person Sue Driscoll is available
at (908) 232-6725 to answer
any questions about the club.

CRANFORD — The First Presby-
terian Church of Cranford, lo-
cated at 11 Springfield Avenue,
will hold its eight-week seminar
entitled “Journey to Wholeness
— Healing the Grieving Heart” on
Sunday evenings from January 8
to February 26.

Patti Williams, a Registered Nurse
and certified pastoral bereavement
counselor, and psychologist Dr.
Virginia Waters will lead the ses-
sions, which will take place from
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the Thomp-
son Youth Center of the church.

Mrs. Williams and Dr. Waters
have offered this seminar for 17
years now, and have helped more
than 2,500 people experience
healing, find a new purpose for
their lives and feel joy once again.

Sessions include learning about
the stages of grief and under-
standing the tasks of the griev-
ing process; coping strategies;
how to take care of oneself and
why this is so important; the
changes, challenges and choices
that occur; creating memories to
cherish; coping with holidays and
anniversaries, and dealing with
feelings of loneliness and being
disconnected spiritually.

A special candlelight ceremony
is held to remember those who
participants have lost, which in-
cludes walking the labyrinth and
a time of fellowship.

Both of the leaders and all of
the facilitators have experienced
loss within their lives and share
from “the inside out.” It does not

matter if a participant’s loss is
the result of divorce, death or job
loss, or how long ago the loss
occurred — it must be grieved.
Participants are welcome to bring
family members and friends.

All faiths are welcome. To register
for this event, call (908) 709-1341.
No fee is charged. A special teen
group facilitator has been added to
help teens with loss as well.

This seminar is dedicated to Mrs.
Williams’ late husband, the Rever-
end Dr. Bruce D. Williams, who
had a vision for the seminar 17
years ago with the goal of helping
others deal with their pain and
suffering during their time of loss.

Dr. Gameshow Live!
On Tap In Cranford

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library will present Dr.
Gameshow Live! on Thursday,
December 29, at 7 p.m. This
evening of interactive fun will
take place in the A/V Room of the
Cranford Community Center, lo-
cated at 220 Walnut Avenue.

The program — which started
as a weekly radio show on WFMU
— is a blend of improvisational
comedy, experimental games
and plenty of audience participa-
tion. Comedian Jo Firestone and
Manolo will present some games
they have played on the air on
WMFU in the past, with the help
of audience members.

This free, all-ages event is open
to everyone. No registration is
required.

CRANFORD — The First Presby-
terian Church invites members
of the community to a New Year’s
Eve Labyrinth Walk on Saturday,
December 31, taking place from
10:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m.

The walk will be held in the
Thomson Youth Center of the
church, located at 11 Springfield

Avenue, Cranford. The youth cen-
ter may be accessed via the
church office entrance.

The Chartres-style labyrinth is
an 11-ringed pattern painted on
canvas, modeled on the 12th-
century labyrinth at Chartres
Cathedral in France. At that time,
walking the labyrinth symbol-

ized the Christian pilgrimage to
Jerusalem for people who could
not personally make the jour-
ney.

A labyrinth is a path that winds
its way to the center and then out
again. For more information, call
the church office at (908) 276-
8440.

Eight-Week Grief Seminar
To Commence January 8

Presbyterian Church Labyrinth Walk to Be Held New Year’s Eve


