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7-Eleven Application to Be
Carried Over to New Year

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Time ran out be-
fore the public could make comments
and a vote be cast by the zoning board
of adjustment Monday night in re-
gards to the use variance application
made by 7-Eleven to build a conve-
nience store at the corner of Lincoln
and South Avenues. The application
is to be carried to 2017.

The applicant’s attorney, Jason
Tuvel, as well as the public, had cross
examined the planner and traffic en-
gineer hired by the group of residents
who oppose this application.

7-Eleven is proposing a one-story
convenience store with parking in
front and entrances and exits to and
from Lincoln and South Avenues.

The township ordinances prohibit
the use of a convenience store at this
location, said Peter Steck, the objec-
tors’ planner. “A prohibited use in a
gateway area substantially impairs
the master plan and zoning plan.”

In his opinion, he said, the appli-
cant did not show evidence that the 7-
Eleven would “advance the purpose
of the zone.”

“It is a fatal defect of the applica-
tion,” Mr. Steck said.

While the applicant proposes
plantings and a bench, Mr. Steck said,
“In my opinion that doesn’t rise to the
level to proof to meeting the D2 cri-
teria,” which the applicant must prove
the benefits of operating the 7-Eleven
outweigh any detriments to the area
by having a use that does not comply
with the use allowed in the zone.

Board President Ronald Marrotta
asked, “Is it better to have a one-story
or two-story building…bordering (a)
residential district?”

“The governing body says it’s bet-
ter in this zone to have a two-story
building…it prohibits a one-story

building,” said Mr. Steck because it is
a gateway to the township. “A two-
story office building is vastly better
than a convenience store that oper-
ates 24-hours-a-day. The applicant is
proposing one of the most intensive
uses I can think of.”

The planner also specified in his
opinion other negative aspects of the
site plan, including the blank wall
proposed to face South Avenue, the
building situated too close to the ad-
jacent border and not complying with
front setbacks, as well as the building
being lengthened thus encroaching
on the side yard setback, and what he
called “a number of dimensional and
aesthetic” problems that are “not
solved with planting trees.” He also
said the headlights from vehicles ex-
iting and entering the property would
shine in on adjacent residential homes.

Lee Klein, the traffic engineer hired
by the objectors, also replied to ques-
tions on traffic impacts as a result of
the proposed site plan application.
He did not provide a traffic study or
provide traffic counts. He had visited
the site twice for a field observation,
he said.

Based on a report provided by the
applicant’s traffic engineer, the inter-
section will have “one-tenth of a sec-
ond” more traffic, Mr. Tuvel said. Mr.
Klein added that takes into account
improvements the applicant would
make to the intersection.

The safety concerns of vehicles
turning in and out of the site was also
questioned. Mr. Tuvel said the appli-
cant has agreed to a no left-hand turn
onto South Avenue at all times, and a
no left-hand turn onto Lincoln Av-
enue during peak hours. Resident
Wendy Walsh had provided photos to
the board showing that the site today
has a sign that states no left-turn onto

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
POSING WITH SANTA...The Flynn family leaves  the Hetfield House in Mountainside after visiting the Gingerbread Open
House held on Sunday.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
NO WHERE TO PARK...Lyn Smith of Westfield, left, questions Town Adminis-
trator Jim Gildea about where she can park in snow events where she would have
to get her car off street under the town’s new ordinance. Ms. Smith lives in the
downtown and only has a street parking permit.

A HELPING HAND...Aidan, left, an eighth grader, and Daniel, a ninth grader, at
right, of Westfield help out at the  annual Christmas  tree sale sponsored by the
Westfield ‘Y’ Mens Club.
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Conservation Ctr. Fee Lowered;
Snow Parking Ban A Concern

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The town’s Con-
servation Center annual permit fees
are to be reduced for residents to $50
per vehicle from $70. The town coun-
cil on Tuesday night passed a resolu-
tion setting the fee to $50 and passed
on second reading an ordinance that
amends the maximum fee for per-
mits.

The ordinance states that the an-
nual cost shall not exceed $100 per
vehicle for residents, whereas previ-

ously it was $70 and not to exceed
$150 a year per vehicle for registered
landscapers.

The conservation center accepts an
array of recyclable materials, includ-
ing clothing, e-waste, electronics, and
more. The conservation center is lo-
cated on 1300 Lamberts Mill Road.
Hours and more information are
posted online at westfieldnj.gov.

During public comment, resident
Lyn Smith who lives in the downtown
on East Broad Street asked the coun-
cil where she can park in the event

snow is more than three inches, refer-
ring to the ordinance that was passed
on final hearing Tuesday that states
vehicles are prohibited from being
parked on the street when snow is
three inches or deeper so the snow
plows can plow snow curb to curb.

She currently parks her car on the
street. “I am 76 on a fixed income,”
said Ms. Smith, who had concerns of
being fined $150 and have her car
impounded, as the ordinance states.

“I don’t think that would happen.
Don’t you worry about that,” said
Acting Mayor JoAnn Neylan, stand-
ing in for Mayor Andrew Skibitsky
who was absent, celebrating his 30th
wedding anniversary.

Ms. Smith also asked if a contin-
gency plan was in place, but the coun-
cil does not have a plan B. The coun-
cil has said they encourage residents
to allow neighbors the use of their
driveway if they need to get a car off
the street.

“I’m an orphan elder,” she said.
“Am I supposed to go door to door (to
ask if she can park in a driveway of
another resident)?” said Ms. Smith,
who also noted it is a liability issue for
a stranger to park in someone else’s
driveway.

It was suggested that overnight Ms.
Smith can use her Night Owl permit
to park in Lot 4, and also use that lot
when a blizzard occurs. But there was
no solution as to where she could
park during the day when snowfall is
above three inches and not consid-
ered a blizzard.

“The goal is to have the majority of
the town in the less congested areas
be car free,” Mr. Gildea said.

Tom Dries of First Street, a resi-
dent there for decades, asked the coun-
cil why parking spaces have been
striped on the road on First Street in a
residential area.
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GW Council Discusses Rd.
Work, Bids Mathieu Adieu

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The borough
council discussed the construction
project at the intersection of South
Avenue and Center Street and the
proposals for the 2017 Department
of Transportation (DOT) projects,
and thanked Councilman James
Mathieu for his years of service to
the borough. at its meeting Tuesday
night.

Mayor Charles Lombardo re-
ported that the construction project
at the intersection of South Avenue
and Center Street will commence
this week. He said that the electrical
inspection was approved on De-
cember 13 and that PSE&G has
been notified and will “fire up” the
new traffic lights soon. Mayor
Lombardo also announced that the
sidewalks would be repaired this
week with either concrete or as-
phalt depending on the weather. If
asphalt installation is required due
to cold temperatures, it will be re-
placed with concrete in the spring.

Borough Engineer Donald
Guarriello reminded the governing
body that the 2017 DOT project
proposals are due in February and
asked the council to look over the
report indicating the streets being
proposed for paving. “The contrac-
tors are carrying a lot of work over
so we want to get on their list,” Mr.
Guarriello stated. “Grants don’t
come out for three or four more
months.”

Councilman Mathieu voiced his
concern over the fact that so few
streets were being proposed for pav-
ing in 2017. “Are we keeping up
with the infrastructure of the bor-
ough at this pace?” he asked.

Councilwoman Sara Todisco
asked if Mr. Guarriello could pro-
vide the council with a map of what
streets were paved and in what years
they were done. Mr. Guarriello said
he would provide council members
with that information, noting that
some streets have not been paved

for 40 years.
“Do you think we are keeping up

with the infrastructure?” Council-
woman Todisco asked him.

Mr. Guarriello responded that he
did not think the borough was “keep-
ing pace with the number of streets”
that need to be done. “To get to
every street you have to do more
than two streets a year.”

Councilwoman Todisco an-
nounced that the last day to register
for the Holiday House Decorating
Contest is today, Thursday, Decem-
ber 15. Residents can register at
garwood.org. She also reported that
pre-purchased luminaries can be
picked up on Saturday, December
17, between 10 a.m. and noon, at
the Garwood Sports and Recreation
Center. Limited quantities will be
available for purchase for those who
did not pre-order at this time.

Councilman Joseph Sarno re-
ported that the search for a new
chief of police would begin soon.
“I’d like to see what we can do
before the end of the year,” he said.

Chief Underhill announced his
retirement in August and told The
Westfield Leader his last day will be
March 31, 2017. His retirement will
end his 32-year career in law en-
forcement in Garwood. He has
served as the borough’s police chief
for the last six years.

At the conclusion of the meeting,
Councilman Sarno thanked Coun-
cilman Mathieu for his service and
presented him with a gift from the
mayor and council since it was his
last open meeting as a councilman.

“I thank God for the strength to
do the last six years on the council,”
Councilman Mathieu said. “I loved
every minute of it.” Councilman
Mathieu thanked his mother for
bringing him to Garwood and noted
that he enjoyed having her as a
constituent.

“I thank the residents of Garwood for
giving a kid from Brooklyn a chance.
Now I’m a kid from Garwood and I have
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Cranford Moves to Buy Birchwood
Property for $18.5 Mil. From DCA

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Mayor Andis
Kalnins opened the public meeting
Tuesday announcing the township
is to purchase property on
Birchwood Avenue that was sub-
ject of a developer’s lawsuit re-
garding a large development.

The township previously lost all
legal appeals at the appellate court
and New Jersey Superior Court in
Union County to prevent the devel-
opment.

Mayor Kalnins and the township

committee approved an ordinance
on first reading the sum of $18.5
million to purchase the property on
Birchwood Avenue and to prepare
the bid process amongst develop-
ers. The ordinance will be up for
final reading and adoption at a spe-
cial meeting on Wednesday, De-
cember 28 at 8 p.m.

Cranford Development Associ-
ates (CDA) currently owns the prop-
erty and had agreed to engage in
further negotiations with the town-
ship to purchase the property.

The assumed strategy will allow
a competitive bidding process and
afford the township leverage when
negotiating with developers on
project specifics. CDA had been
allowed by the courts in its builder’s
remedy lawsuit to build 360 units.
The township committee negotiated
the number down to a preliminary
225 units, which includes 30 af-
fordable housing, and is a 40 per-
cent reduction in unit capacity. Cran-
ford will fulfill any obligations for
affordable housing that are required.

Mayor Kalnins stated, “The ma-
jor reduction in units is an example
of a significant win against the de-
velopment earned through astute ne-
gotiations conducted by our town-
ship committee.”

Also, CDA has agreed to a con-
tingency contract to buy back the
property at $14.2 million in the event
the township cannot find a devel-
oper at a lower density.

The township also authorized the

planning board to investigate the
possibility of designating the prop-
erty as an area in need of develop-
ment, which could give tax incen-
tives to developers.

Public meetings will be held to
discuss the development, provide
updates, and open a neighborhood
dialogue, the committee said. The
committee will have a public forum
on December 28 at 7:30 p.m. in the
municipal building prior to the pub-
lic hearing.

“Much work and focus will con-
tinue to be slated to do everything
the committee can legally to make
the project the best for the commu-
nity,” Deputy Mayor Mary
O’Connor stated.

“The board talks constantly and
will remain hawkish on protecting
neighborhood interests, acknowl-
edging to diffuse a pending traffic
situation and burden on the school
district,” Commissioner, John
Mallon stated.

Mayor Kalnins said, “We have
spoke with the board of education
and continue to develop a plan that
will not impact, but further our
school district.”

Commissioner, Thomas Hannen,
Jr, said, “Public concern is evident,
but is something that helps the board
makes astute decisions. The situa-
tion is not the board against the
community, but heralding
neighbor’s interests.”

Resident Rita LaBrutta spoke with
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Freeholders OK Raises for
Board, Department Heads

Board Adopts Revised Plan
For Rooftop Terrace/Deck

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – The Union County Free-
holder Board is themselves raises along
with department heads for the third
year per an ordinance introduced last
Thursday. The new wages go into effect
in January and are not retroactive as
had been done in past years.

The nine freeholders will receive a
2=-percent increase. The chairman will
make $33,428, the vice-chairman
$32,366 and the remaining seven free-
holders will be paid $31,305.

County Manager Al Faella will see
his salary rise from $167,776 to
$176,232, a 6-percent raise, with
County Counsel Robert Barry’s wage
increasing by 2 percent or $3,236, to
$165,000.

Other salaries for 2017 are as fol-
lows: Director of Corrections, Ron
Charles, $117,300; Director of Engi-
neering, Public Works and Facilities
Management Joseph Graziano,
$136,815; Finance Director Bibi Tay-
lor, $137,589; Human Services Direc-
tor Frank Guzzo, $150,110, and Parks
and Recreation Director Ron Zuber,
$125,865. Most are 2-percent except
Mr. Guzzo, Ms. Taylor and Mr.
Graziano, who are getting 6 percent
more in their paychecks.

The directors of economic develop-
ment and administrative services, Amy
Wagner and Michael Yuska, will earn
$122,748 and $127,841, respectively.
They became department heads earlier
in the year. Ms. Wagner was previously
deputy director of economic develop-
ment while Mr. Yuska had been head of
purchasing for nearly 18 years.

The second reading and adoption vote
will be on Thursday, December 22.

In other business, the board approved,
on second reading, an ordinance to ex-
tend the Union County Open Space,
Recreation and Historic Preservation
Trust Fund indefinitely. The action fol-
lows passage of a referendum by voters
on Election Day.

The fund, established by voters as a
ballot question in 2000, is supported by
a tax of one-and-a-half cents per $100
of assessed valuation. The tax was to
expire in three years. It is estimated it
will add $15 annually on a property
assessed at $100,000. The county col-
lected $9.7 million in open space taxes
in 2015.

The board also approved an ordi-
nance that amends the retiree health
insurance benefits package by elimi-
nating a voluntary health benefit
buyback program. Mr. Yuska said at
the board’s agenda setting meeting on
November 22 that county retirees were
compensated $5,000 under family
health plans and $1,800 for individual
plans under the program.

In response to a question from
Kenilworth resident John Bury at the
November 22 meeting, Mr. Yuska said
discontinuing the program will save the
county $1.7 million. Mr. Faella said at
Thursday’s meeting that based on re-
search done by the board’s fiscal affairs
committee, “we feel few (retirees) will
opt back into” the county’s health in-
surance program. He said 47 retirees
would be eligible to opt back into the
retiree insurance program. The buyback
program was available to constitutional
officers, department and division heads.

During freeholder comments, Free-
holder Bette Jane Kowalski noted the

board’s approval of a contract for the
county’s Homeless Trust Fund. The
program is supported through a $3 sur-
charge on recording documents pro-
cessed through the clerk’s office. The
goal of the program, according to a
county press release, is to move the
homeless into affordable housing as
well as to provide rental assistance.
Freeholder Kowalski said over
$900,000 has been collected for the
program since it was implemented in
2010.

The board also approved $100,00 in
funding for the Countywide Code Blue
Emergency Shelter Initiative where
agencies help offer shelter to homeless
persons during “extreme” weather con-
ditions during the winter.

Freeholder Bruce Bergen noted that
the county’s new app will launch this
week and will offer all the information
currently available on the county
website. The app will be accessible
from tablets, mobile phones, etc. Union
County, he said, is only the second
government to offer an app. It follows
the Union County Votes App launched
by County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi two
years ago.

He said the rollout of the app is only
the first phase and that more informa-
tion and features will be added moving
forward. Union County is also on Twit-
ter and Instagram.

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – After many hours of
testimony heard at the October and No-
vember board of adjustment meetings,
applicant Andrew Calcagno was granted
relief to reconstruct and update the prop-
erty located at 44 Elm Street. The appli-
cant, also known as Flat Iron Realty,
L.L.C. was looking for relief to convert
an existing retail use to a mixed use
with retail use on the first floor, resi-
dential use on the second and third
floor and a roof terrace/deck on top. An
adoption of this revised and resubmit-
ted plan was granted at Monday’s meet-
ing.

It was noted that the rooftop portion
of the building would also be used to
house the HVAC (Heating, Ventilation
and Air Conditioning) units.

Many conditions were implemented
in the approval including limiting guests
on the rooftop and not having outdoor
plumbing in addition to not having
speakers or TV’s on the rooftop area.

Three other private home additions
were all also approved in resolutions with
conditions from last month’s meeting.

Four applications were carried over
from the November meeting, granting
approval for the residents at 786 War-
ren Street to construct a second-story
addition proposing a side yard setback
of 17.78 feet when 20 is required and
offering a 34.12 foot rear-yard set-back
where 35 feet is required. In addition,
residents of 321 St. John’s Place were
granted permission to construct a first-
and second-story addition and a cov-
ered porch. It was noted by the appli-
cant that technically the property could
be sub-divided into two lots.

In addition, two applicants were de-
nied. Plans for an addition onto 544
Hort Street were denied because a
Westfield ordinance allows a maximum
continuous side wall of 25 feet and 41.2
was proposed by the applicant.

At 1300 Overhill Street, a mud/
room/storage area construction while
retaining a shed was also denied. The
ordinance requires a one-car garage
for the residence. The applicant pro-
posed no garage. The ordinance al-
lows a maximum of building cover-
age of 20 percent and 23.5 percent
was proposed. Also, a building with a
deck maximum coverage is zoned in
the area for 22 percent while 28.5
percent was proposed. In addition,
the ordinance requires a 10-foot set-
back for an accessory structure and
the setback for the shed was proposed
at three feet.

In other business, an application for
Pablo’s Honey Company at 427 South
Avenue was carried over to the Mon-

day, January 9 Board of Adjustment
meeting. The applicant is seeking pre-
liminary and final site plan approval
with variance relief as it allows retail
use on the first floor and office space is
proposed. In addition the ordinance does
not allow a free standing sign and one is
proposed.

The next board meeting is scheduled
for January 9 at 7:30 p.m. This will be
the board’s annual re-organizational
meeting.
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7-Eleven
Lincoln Avenue, and asked why if
this were approved can’t there be a no
left-turn at all times onto Lincoln
Avenue.

Mr. Tuvell asked Mr. Klein if the
proposed driveway is improved over
the existing, by way of reducing the
driveway area in half. Mr. Klein re-
sponded, “Yes.”

The next date to hear the application
was not specified since the 2017 meet-
ing calendar has yet to be adopted. It is
to be adopted after the township com-
mittee reorganization meeting, which
also has yet to be announced by the
township committee. The applicant is to
re-notice the meeting date once it is set.

Also heard Monday was an applica-
tion to convert two upper floors of the
building at the corner of Alden Street
and North Union Avenue, above the
Olde City Bar and Grille, into five apart-
ments, including three, two-bedroom
units to be between 1,400 and 1,800
square feet each. The board approved
the variances.

The second and third story is cur-
rently unoccupied and one floor once
housed a gym. Over a year ago, Gerry
Grillo, a local resident and owner of
properties in the township, and his busi-
ness partner who also owns Jeff’s Land-
scaping, purchased the property.

The variances that were granted in-
cluded parking, a bicycle rack and a
density relief. The applicants had sub-
mitted an application for eight parking
spaces to be provided in a township lot
and is on the waiting list. Also, Mr.
Grillo said by the time the building is
refurbished the parking is expected to
become available, which is over a year-
and-a-half.

The Cranford land use ordinance re-
quires 800 square feet of land per resi-
dential unit whereas applicant proposes
758 square feet. “The difference be-
tween what is required and the density
proposed is a 5-percent deviation and, in
my opinion, is diminimus,” said the
applicant’s Planner and Engineer An-
thony Gallerano of Harbor Consultants.

Mr. Grillo’s architect, Thomas
Connolly, of Connolly & Hickey His-
torical Architects, LLC, said the plan
includes a full exterior renovation by
cleaning and re-pointing the brick ma-
sonry in various locations, replace all
existing windows, painting portions of
the exterior, and adding lighting, with a
goal to retain the historic nature of the
building. It was originally built by a
Masonic Lodge.

Board member Jeffrey Pistol said, “I
think the owner should be commended
for historic integrity of building. Park-
ing is always an issue, but the apart-
ments will require less parking than the
gym that was there.”

SPORTY NEW LOOK...In the spirit of showing Cranford Pride and continuing
to build on community relations with the youth, the Cranford Police Department
recently upgraded its juvenile bureau police car as a result of the generosity of a
local businessman. John Guempel of Eii Electrical & Mechanical Contractors
spearheaded the effort to modify a traditional black and white radio car into to a
blue and gold school resource officer vehicle.  Currently, the car is assigned to the
department’s school resource officer and can be seen at district schools on a daily
basis. The township and board of education began its school resource officer
program in 2014.

HELPY THE NEEDY...Sherry Cronin, Downtown Westfield Corp. (DWC)
Executive Director, poses with the volunteers of the Westfield Food Pantry sorting
the generous donations of food by the families who had their photos taken with
Santa & Mrs. Claus at Lord & Taylor Thanksgiving Weekend.

Correction
The name of a homeowner in a

Westfield Planning Board story
on the front page of the Decem-
ber 8th issue was incorrectly
spelled. The correct spelling is
Louis Magrone. We regret  the
error.

Councilman Keith Loughlin said it was
recommended by the police department
to make it safe for the residents.

Mr. Dries property is near McKinley
School and parents park there during
pick up and drop off times, which he said
can be congested and cars are parked
illegally.

While he noted that parents double
park at times, he also said, “It’s a board of
ed problem.” Mr. Dries suggested the
board of education build a parking lot.
The striping in the roadway, he said,
results in First Street losing its residential
character.

In 2005, the council had reviewed some
areas in town and identified areas includ-
ing school areas known as “hotspots”
where improvements were then made to
parking and flow of traffic, Mr. Gildea
said.

The council also passed 10 resolutions
for labor contracts for 2017 that are in
line with contracts already approved by
the council, Councilman Sam Della Fera
said.

Two grants were added to the budget
— a $50,000 Union County Kids Recre-
ation Trust program to be allotted for
bleachers in town for fields, and a $13,600
Greening Union County grant for tree
plantings.

Two road improvement projects were
over budget, and the council approved
change orders totaling over $60,000 for
those improvement projects.

Three grant projects had come under
budget and the council passed three reso-
lutions to cancel the receivables for those
attached grants.

One-hundred thousand dollars was
used to offset debt service by canceling
balances of improvement authorizations.

“The auditors will be happy with us,”
Mr. Gildea said.

The 2016 Housing Plan Element and
Fair Share Plan was passed in November
by the Westfield Planning Board and the
council agreed by resolution to endorse
the board’s decision.

The town council also passed ordi-
nances on final hearing that sets fees for
the conservation center, fees charged to
utilities when opening up certain roads,
salary for the mayor and council, and
reducing fees and changing the structure
for employee parking, and an employee
salary schedule.

Mr. Gildea also updated the council on
a report sent by Moody’s. Moody’s has
retained Westfield AA1 status. “We are
on our way to AAA with Moody’s,” Mr.
Gildea said in his summation.

The town council will meet for its
reorganization meeting on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 3 at 6 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Council

a kid from Garwood,” he said. “Six years
up here was a labor of love and an honor
greater than I deserve.” Councilman
Mathieu lost his seat in the election in
November.

It also was Councilman Michael
Martin’s last open meeting, but he did not
seek reelection.

There will be a special closed meeting of
the mayor and council on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 20, at 7 p.m., in council chambers. The
purpose of the meeting is to conduct inter-
views for 2017 professional services. No
action will be taken at the meeting.

The regularly scheduled meeting on
Tuesday, December 27, has been can-
celled. The reorganization meeting will
be held on Tuesday, January 3, in council
chambers at 7 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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CHS to Adopt a Rotating
Drop Schedule in Sept.

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — A rotating drop
schedule was approved by the board of
education for Cranford High School
(CHS) at Monday’s BOE meeting.

The new scheduling, set to start in
September, allows for a six-period
schedule and a lunch that rotates each
day, permitting students to go from 43-
minute periods to approximately 57-
minute periods with an extended lunch.

CHS Principal Mark Cantagallo
walked the board through the logistics
of the new schedule with a Power Point
presentation.

The rationale behind the new sched-
uling stems from the pursuit of longer
instructional periods which would re-
sult in better understanding of material,
in-depth pedagogical practices and less
transition time between classes, accord-
ing to Mr. Cantagallo’s presentation.

Mr. Cantagallo told the board there
will be a higher level of student engage-
ment because students “can get into
deeper problem-solving areas” with the
increased instructional time. He noted
that students will only be transitioning
four times a day instead of eight.

The new scheduling will allow for
time management skill development and
give students the opportunity for “real”
world skill building, improved organi-
zational skills and increased task reso-
lution skills.

Student stress level is cause for con-
cern, as pointed out by Mr. Cantagallo,
but the extended lunch period “allows
for students to relax and refocus them-
selves.”

Additionally, students would have
more time to seek out extra help from
teachers or meet with guidance counse-
lors, be involved in clubs and activities
and complete homework during school
time to avoid late nights.

Zero periods will still be available
for Percussion, Marching Band and
Color Guard, but will no longer be
available for courses such as AP Psy-
chology, which is offered during the
regular school day.

Physical education classes will no
longer be connected to science labs.
There will be “a higher level of flexibil-
ity in students’ schedules,” according
to Mr. Cantagallo.

The new scheduling also permits for
open campus, which allows for upper
level students who meet certain stan-
dards to leave campus during the course
of the day.

Mr. Cantagallo described open cam-
pus as a “privilege” that would be af-
forded to those students who earn it.
This will create a college-like atmo-
sphere and create “lots of opportunities
for a very organic experience,” accord-
ing to Mr. Cantagallo.

When asked by board member Patrick
Lynch about any possible downside for
a rotating drop schedule, Mr. Cantagallo
told the board that one challenge is the
idea of change in itself. He indicated it
will take students “a little bit of a learn-
ing curve” to adjust to the new sched-
ule.

In other business, new board mem-
bers offered their farewells and words
of gratitude to departing Board Presi-
dent Kurt Petschow Jr., who will be
stepping down after three years on the
board and one-year as president after
losing his reelection bid in the Novem-
ber school board election.

The board thanked Mr. Petschow for
his vision and leadership in assisting to
develop a comprehensive and exem-
plary educational program for students,
his countless hours of preparation in
conjunction with his many duties as a
member of the board, his district repre-
sentation on various committees and
for contributing tirelessly toward the
betterment of the educational programs
offered in the district.

Board member Maria Loikith,
thanked Mr. Petschow, as a newer mem-
ber of the board, telling him “you ex-
plained everything to us from nuts to
bolts.”

“You are a good person and a role
model,” board member Mr. Lynch told
Mr. Petschow.

The board accepted the comprehen-
sive annual financial report for the fis-
cal year ending June 30, 2016 as sub-
mitted by Hodulik & Morrison PA.

Mr. Morrison gave the board an over-
view of the findings and told the board
“you’re not leaving taxpayers dollars
on the table.”

“What it represents is very good bud-
get management,” Mr. Morrison as-
sured the board.

Mr. Morrison went on to tell the
board, “You’re not asking the taxpay-
ers for more than they need.”

No recommendations were made and
no corrective actions are required per
the report.

The board approved a fee-based Full-
Day Kindergarten Pilot Program for
the 2017-2018 school year at an annual
tuition rate of $6,600 per student. The
program will consist of two pilot classes,
with a minimum requirement of 20 stu-
dents and a maximum of 21 students
enrolled in each class, to be selected by
lottery.

The BOE has appointed Marilyn
Birnbaum as interim superintendent of
schools beginning January 1 and end-
ing on June 30, 2017, or upon the board
of education’s hiring of a full- time
superintendent of schools, whichever
occurs first.

The board was treated to a special
holiday concert before the regular meet-
ing given by the Brookside Avenue
Chorus.

Ninety fourth- and fifth-grade choir
members sang a variety of songs in-
cluding a jazz version of Frosty the
Snowman, Eight Days and Nights and I
Love .
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agitation about the project suggesting
the township did not do everything they
could to stop the development. The
township committee unanimously re-
futed such accusations, acknowledging
state mandates make township legal
resistance futile in stopping the project.

Ms. LaBrutta started the dialogue by
suggesting the affordable housing be
designated primarily age 55 and older.
Ms. LaBrutta said the additional popu-
lation created by the development could
result in the development of a new
school, adding to the tax burden. The
committee responded that she review
proposals for the project that will be
outlined at future before assuming a
finalized impact on the community.

The reduction in housing units would,
under board or education estimates, re-
sult in an additional 66 students, Mr.
Hannen told The Leader.

In an engineering update, Holly Street
will be paved in early 2017. Resident
John Pritchard asked local leaders to com-
pel state legislators to keep hospitals open
and funded for triage situations. Mr.
Prichard also said he had concerns on
town lighting, saying Cranford streets are
very dark for pedestrians.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Scotch Plains Planning Board
Reviews Master Plan Report

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The plan-
ning board on Monday night made a
few minor changes to a draft of the
township’s master plan re-exami-
nation and expects the report to be
filed with state and county officials
early in 2017.

At its final meeting of the year,
the board discussed various aspects

of the re-examination, which must
be done every 10 years, with Joseph
Doyle, who heads the board’s sub-
committee that has been working
on revising the document. Mr. Doyle
spent 45 minutes reviewing the mas-
ter plan report, which serves as a
blueprint for how the township will
develop neighborhoods and prop-
erties in the coming years while
also setting out priorities for such
development. The draft report notes
that Scotch Plains is “essentially a
fully-developed community” with
“little vacant land” remaining.

It notes the “great importance” of
the downtown business district and
sees the Route 22 corridor as an
important source of future redevel-
opment opportunities, including the
recently-approved town home and
apartment development at Bowcraft
Amusement Park. To that end, the
report notes the difficulty for those
living north of the highway to easily
cross Route 22 and suggests the
building of a walkway or footbridge
across the highway. The report also
calls for an upgrade in the jughandle/
intersection of Route 22 and
Glenside Avenue.

The master plan report urges that

“development of remaining vacant
or underdeveloped” properties be
done “in a manner that will preserve
natural resources and protect sensi-
tive environmental areas.” It also
stated that commercial development
should not be encouraged in estab-
lished residential neighborhoods.

The report also calls for further
steps to redevelop the central busi-
ness district, saying the results of a
parking study now underway should
be “carefully considered” as part of
a redevelopment plan and that the
planning board should have a voice
as the process moves forward. The
board also agreed that development
of municipal-owned properties in
the downtown district “should be
pursued in a budget-neutral fash-
ion” while redevelopment of pri-
vately-owned properties should be
accomplished via private funding,
grants, etc.

In a separate section, the draft
report points out the eventual need
for the township to develop a com-
munity center. While the newly-
renovated Shady Rest facility at
Scotch Hills Country Club could
serve as a place for senior citizens’
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Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SPREADING CHRISTMAS CHEER...A group of carolers gathers at The Stage House Tavern in Scotch Plains after
entertaining local residents with Christmas carols last Wednesday. The carolers sang holiday favorites throughout Scotch
Plains and Fanwood to raise money for The Tiny Tim Fund, which benefits children in Scotch Plains and Fanwood who have
medical needs.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HOLIDAY CHEER!...Bob Marino sings Christmas favorites to an enthusiastic
crowd at The Chelsea at Fanwood holiday party last Friday night.

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
CHRISTMAS CHEER...The Chelsea at Fanwood annual holiday party features
Santa Claus with staff including Executive Director Jennifer Ricci, far right.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MEN AT WORK...Work on upgrading below-ground natural gas lines took place
last week in downtown Scotch Plains, causing some brief road closures.

Westfield Council Lowers
Conservation Center Fee
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The town’s Con-
servation Center annual permit fees
are to be reduced for residents to $50
per vehicle from $70. The town coun-
cil on Tuesday night passed a resolu-
tion setting the fee to $50 and passed
on second reading an ordinance that
amends the maximum fee for permits.

The ordinance states that the annual
cost shall not exceed $100 per vehicle
for residents, whereas previously it
was $70 and not to exceed $150 a year
per vehicle for registered landscapers.

The conservation center accepts an
array of recyclable materials, includ-
ing clothing, e-waste, electronics, and
more. The conservation center is lo-
cated on 1300 Lamberts Mill Road.
Hours and more information are posted
online at westfieldnj.gov.

During public comment, resident
Lyn Smith who lives in the downtown
on East Broad Street asked the council
where she can park in the event snow
is more than three inches, referring to
the ordinance that was passed on final
hearing Tuesday that states vehicles
are prohibited from being parked on

the street when snow is three inches or
deeper so the snow plows can plow
snow curb to curb.

She currently parks her car on the
street. “I am 76 on a fixed income,”
said Ms. Smith, who had concerns of
being fined $150 and have her car
impounded, as the ordinance states.

“I don’t think that would happen.
Don’t you worry about that,” said Act-
ing Mayor JoAnn Neylan, standing in
for Mayor Andrew Skibitsky who was
absent, celebrating his 30th wedding
anniversary.

Ms. Smith also asked if a contin-
gency plan was in place, but the coun-
cil does not have a plan B. The council
has said they encourage residents to
allow neighbors the use of their drive-
way if they need to get a car off the
street.

“I’m an orphan elder,” she said.
“Am I supposed to go door to door (to
ask if she can park in a driveway of
another resident)?” said Ms. Smith,
who also noted it is a liability issue for
a stranger to park in someone else’s
driveway.

It was suggested that overnight Ms.

Freeholders OK Raises for
Board, Department Heads

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – The Union County
Freeholder Board is themselves
raises along with department heads
for the third year per an ordinance
introduced last Thursday. The new
wages go into effect in January and
are not retroactive as had been done
in past years.

The nine freeholders will receive
a 2=-percent increase. The chairman
will make $33,428, the vice-chair-
man $32,366 and the remaining seven
freeholders will be paid $31,305.

County Manager Al Faella will
see his salary rise from $167,776 to
$176,232, a 6-percent raise, with
County Counsel Robert Barry’s wage
increasing by 2 percent or $3,236, to
$165,000.

Other salaries for 2017 are as fol-
lows: Director of Corrections, Ron
Charles, $117,300; Director of En-
gineering, Public Works and Facili-
ties Management Joseph Graziano,
$136,815; Finance Director Bibi
Taylor, $137,589; Human Services
Director Frank Guzzo, $150,110, and
Parks and Recreation Director Ron
Zuber, $125,865. Most are 2-per-
cent except Mr. Guzzo, Ms. Taylor
and Mr. Graziano, who are getting 6
percent more in their paychecks.

The directors of economic devel-
opment and administrative services,
Amy Wagner and Michael Yuska,
will earn $122,748 and $127,841,
respectively. They became depart-
ment heads earlier in the year. Ms.
Wagner was previously deputy di-
rector of economic development
while Mr. Yuska had been head of
purchasing for nearly 18 years.

The second reading and adoption
vote will be on Thursday, December
22.

In other business, the board ap-
proved, on second reading, an ordi-
nance to extend the Union County
Open Space, Recreation and His-
toric Preservation Trust Fund indefi-
nitely. The action follows passage of
a referendum by voters on Election
Day.

The fund, established by voters as
a ballot question in 2000, is sup-
ported by a tax of one-and-a-half
cents per $100 of assessed valua-
tion. The tax was to expire in three
years. It is estimated it will add $15
annually on a property assessed at
$100,000. The county collected $9.7
million in open space taxes in 2015.

The board also approved an ordi-
nance that amends the retiree health
insurance benefits package by elimi-
nating a voluntary health benefit
buyback program. Mr. Yuska said at
the board’s agenda setting meeting
on November 22 that county retirees
were compensated $5,000 under
family health plans and $1,800 for
individual plans under the program.

In response to a question from
Kenilworth resident John Bury at
the November 22 meeting, Mr. Yuska
said discontinuing the program will
save the county $1.7 million. Mr.
Faella said at Thursday’s meeting
that based on research done by the
board’s fiscal affairs committee, “we
feel few (retirees) will opt back into”
the county’s health insurance pro-
gram. He said 47 retirees would be
eligible to opt back into the retiree
insurance program. The buyback
program was available to constitu-
tional officers, department and divi-
sion heads.

During freeholder comments,
Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski
noted the board’s approval of a con-
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Glover, Gialanella Bid Farewell
At Final Council Meeting of 2016

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor Kevin
Glover wrapped up his 10-year tenure
on the township council on Tuesday
night be recalling his oft-repeated ex-
hortation that, “We can do better” and
concluding that, after four years as
mayor, “We have.”

In remarks at the end of the council’s
final meeting of 2016 — three weeks
before Republican Alexander Smith
takes over as mayor and Republican
Ted Spera joins the governing body,
giving the GOP a 3-to-2 majority —
the mayor called his tenure “one of the
greatest experiences of my life” be-
fore thanking his wife, Joanne, mu-
nicipal employees, the township’s first-

responders and the volunteers “who
are always there to lend a hand.” The
mayor said their “activism made Scotch
Plains a better place to call home.”

The mayor, who was elected to the
council in 2006 and re-elected in 2010
before winning the mayoralty in 2012,
ended his comments by listing some of
the accomplishments of the past few
years including two straight years with
no municipal property tax increases,
new community events such as the
July 4th fireworks, the Memorial Day
concert, Friday night movies and the
summer classic car shows in the down-
town, preservation of historic sites,
converting the former zoo property
into a passive park, purchase of new
fire trucks and a senior bus and im-

proved communications with residents
via an upgraded website and televi-
sion station, a new radio station and
increased presence on social media.

Earlier, Democratic Councilwoman
Colleen Gialanella, who was elected
to the council four years ago, but was
not included on this year’s re-election
ticket headed by the mayor, tearfully
bade farewell in tearful remarks that
began with her stating, “I have loved
this so much,” and ended with her
saying that it had been an “absolute
honor to be part of this.”

She called Scotch Plains an “incred-
ible community” made up of “intelli-
gent, talented and motivated” people.
She expressed hope that the heat of
partisan politics would subside locally,
saying that “both sides are guilty of
sitting back and waiting for the other
side to fail.” Instead, she urged in-
creased cooperation. “When we work
together, we can do amazing things.”

Other council members also had
words of praise for the two outgoing
members, with Deputy Mayor Rose
Checchio thanking Mrs. Gialanella “for
all your service” and telling her that
she had “done a great job in town.”
Mrs. Checchio, who will be one of two
Democrats on the five-member coun-
cil come January, said the outgoing
mayor was a “tremendous asset for the
town.”

Republican Councilman Llewellyn
Jones also thanked Mrs. Gialanella for
her service and commended her for
“reaching across party lines” to work
with him on areas of common interest.
He said he hoped she would remain
involved in township affairs, especially
in the efforts to revitalize the down-
town business district. And while ad-
mitting to his differences with Mayor
Glover, Mr. Jones commended his
“passion for serving the community.”

Township Manager Al Mirabella
commended Mrs. Gialanella for her
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Westfield Council
Smith can use her Night Owl permit to
park in Lot 4, and also use that lot when
a blizzard occurs. But there was no
solution as to where she could park
during the day when snowfall is above
three inches and not considered a bliz-
zard.

“The goal is to have the majority of
the town in the less congested areas be
car free,” Mr. Gildea said.

Tom Dries of First Street, a resident
there for decades, asked the council
why parking spaces have been striped
on the road on First Street in a residen-
tial area.

Councilman Keith Loughlin said it
was recommended by the police de-
partment to make it safe for the resi-
dents.

Mr. Dries property is near McKinley
School and parents park there during
pick up and drop off times, which he
said can be congested and cars are
parked illegally.

While he noted that parents double
park at times, he also said, “It’s a board
of ed problem.” Mr. Dries suggested
the board of education build a parking
lot. The striping in the roadway, he said,
results in First Street losing its residen-
tial character.

In 2005, the council had reviewed
some areas in town and identified areas
including school areas known as
“hotspots” where improvements were
then made to parking and flow of traf-
fic, Mr. Gildea said.

The council also passed 10 resolu-
tions for labor contracts for 2017 that
are in line with contracts already ap-
proved by the council, Councilman Sam
Della Fera said.

Two grants were added to the budget
— a $50,000 Union County Kids Rec-
reation Trust program to be allotted for
bleachers in town for fields, and a
$13,600 Greening Union County grant
for tree plantings.

Two road improvement projects were
over budget, and the council approved
change orders totaling over $60,000
for those improvement projects.

Three grant projects had come under
budget and the council passed three
resolutions to cancel the receivables for
those attached grants.

One-hundred thousand dollars was
used to offset debt service by canceling
balances of improvement authoriza-
tions.

“The auditors will be happy with us,”
Mr. Gildea said.

The 2016 Housing Plan Element and
Fair Share Plan was passed in Novem-
ber by the Westfield Planning Board
and the council agreed by resolution to
endorse the board’s decision.

The town council also passed ordi-
nances on final hearing that sets fees for
the conservation center, fees charged to
utilities when opening up certain roads,
salary for the mayor and council, and
reducing fees and changing the struc-
ture for employee parking, and an em-
ployee salary schedule.

Mr. Gildea also updated the council
on a report sent by Moody’s. Moody’s
has retained Westfield AA1 status. “We
are on our way to AAA with Moody’s,”
Mr. Gildea said in his summation.

The town council will meet for its
reorganization meeting on Tuesday,
January 3, at 6 p.m.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SING ALONG WITH SANTA...Chris Kringle and singer Bob Marino entertain
the residents of The Chelsea in Fanwood at their annual holiday party last Friday
night.

Photo courtesy of Mary Beth Rehrer
FA-LA-LA...Tiny Tim carolers Grace Rehrer, Rachel Barattucci, Emily Walsh,
Emily Friscia, Emilia Saccento, Lindsay Edelman, Gabby Crona and Meagan
Bourke, all seventh-graders at Park and Terrill Middle Schools and members of
the caroling group called The Retrievers, raised $602 for The Tiny Tim Fund
caroling in neighborhoods in Fanwood on Wednesday night. The Tiny Tim Fund
raises money for children in Scotch Plains and Fanwood with medical needs.

Board Adopts Revised Plan
For Rooftop Terrace/Deck

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – After many hours
of testimony heard at the October
and November board of adjustment
meetings, applicant Andrew
Calcagno was granted relief to re-
construct and update the property
located at 44 Elm Street. The appli-
cant, also known as Flat Iron Re-
alty, L.L.C. was looking for relief to
convert an existing retail use to a
mixed use with retail use on the first
floor, residential use on the second
and third floor and a roof terrace/
deck on top. An adoption of this
revised and resubmitted plan was
granted at Monday’s meeting.

It was noted that the rooftop por-
tion of the building would also be
used to house the HVAC (Heating,
Ventilation and Air Conditioning)
units.

Many conditions were imple-
mented in the approval including
limiting guests on the rooftop and
not having outdoor plumbing in ad-
dition to not having speakers or
TV’s on the rooftop area.

Three other private home addi-
tions were all also approved in reso-
lutions with conditions from last
month’s meeting.

Four applications were carried
over from the November meeting,
granting approval for the residents
at 786 Warren Street to construct a
second-story addition proposing a
side yard setback of 17.78 feet when
20 is required and offering a 34.12
foot rear-yard set-back where 35
feet is required. In addition, resi-
dents of 321 St. John’s Place were
granted permission to construct a
first- and second-story addition and
a covered porch. It was noted by the
applicant that technically the prop-
erty could be sub-divided into two
lots.

In addition, two applicants were
denied. Plans for an addition onto
544 Hort Street were denied be-
cause a Westfield ordinance allows
a maximum continuous side wall of
25 feet and 41.2 was proposed by
the applicant.

At 1300 Overhill Street, a mud/
room/storage area construction
while retaining a shed was also de-
nied. The ordinance requires a one-
car garage for the residence. The
applicant proposed no garage. The
ordinance allows a maximum of
building coverage of 20 percent and
23.5 percent was proposed. Also, a
building with a deck maximum cov-
erage is zoned in the area for 22
percent while 28.5 percent was pro-
posed. In addition, the ordinance

requires a 10-foot setback for an
accessory structure and the setback
for the shed was proposed at three
feet.

In other business, an application
for Pablo’s Honey Company at 427
South Avenue was carried over to
the Monday, January 9 Board of
Adjustment meeting. The applicant
is seeking preliminary and final site
plan approval with variance relief
as it allows retail use on the first
floor and office space is proposed.
In addition the ordinance does not
allow a free standing sign and one is
proposed.

The next board meeting is sched-
uled for January 9 at 7:30 p.m. This
will be the board’s annual re-orga-
nizational meeting.
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Master Plan
activities, a more expansive com-
munity center also will be necessary
at some point.

“We really need one,” said board
member Paulette Coronato, noting
that the Shady Rest building is not
adequate to serve as a full-blown
community center similar to ones in
neighboring towns.

In other business at the board’s
75-minute meeting, it looks unlikely
that New Cingular Wireless will
meet a late-April deadline for re-
turning its cellular telephone anten-
nas to PSE&G transmission towers
from two temporary locations on
the south side of town. In the spring,
the board had grudgingly granted
the carrier a second year’s exten-
sion to keep temporary cellular an-
tennas at Ashbrook Nursing Home
on Raritan Road and at Parker Gar-
dens on Terrill Road while upgrades
to PSE&G transmission towers are
completed. Representatives from
New Cingular are scheduled to meet
with the board in late January after
the firm appears before the zoning
board of adjustment on Thursday,
January 5 seeking variances related
to the PSE&G towers. Given that
time frame, planning board mem-
ber and Township Zoning Officer
Robert LaCosta said on Monday
that “they’re not going to finish” by
the April deadline.

At the conclusion of the board’s
meeting, outgoing Board Chair-
woman Theresa Flood, who took
the helm at the start of this year,
thanked the board for its efforts,
saying that “we worked really, re-
ally well together.” Several new
members are expected to be ap-
pointed next month by incoming
Mayor Alexander Smith.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A GOOD  TIME WAS HAD BY ALL!...Jane Pritsker, lifestyle director at The
Chelsea in Fanwood, and singer Bob Marino lead the festivities at the holiday
party last Friday night.

Photo courtesy of Mary Beth Rehrer
DECK THE HALLS...The caroling group, The Retrievers, belt out a Christmas
carol last Wednesday night on Arlene Court in Fanwood to help raise money for
The Tiny Tim Fund. The Tiny Tim Fund raises money for children in Scotch Plains
and Fanwood with medical needs. The Retrievers raised $602, making them the
top fund-raising team of the night.

“support and care for the township”
and her focus on support for the police
department and for women’s equality
issues. He praised the mayor’s “pas-
sion and leadership” and aid his sup-
port for town-wide events had “put a
spark” into downtown revitalization
efforts.

At the start of the council’s meeting,
Police Chief Ted Conley introduced
Melissa Rivera and Scott Leyden, who
were sworn in by Mayor Glover as the
newest members of the police depart-
ment. Mr. Mirabella announced that
“much progress” is being made to
have a blue stripe painted on the pave-
ment on Park Avenue in front of the
municipal building as a way of honor-
ing police officers. Other towns have
done likewise, including Fanwood, Mr.
Mirabella told the council. He said the
striping work will be donated by a
contractor and will be completed when
the weather is cooperative.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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GW Discusses Road Work,
Bids Mathieu Farewell

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — The borough
council discussed the construction
project at the intersection of South
Avenue and Center Street and the
proposals for the 2017 Department
of Transportation (DOT) projects,
and thanked Councilman James
Mathieu for his years of service to
the borough. at its meeting Tuesday
night.

Mayor Charles Lombardo re-
ported that the construction project
at the intersection of South Avenue
and Center Street will commence
this week. He said that the electrical
inspection was approved on De-
cember 13 and that PSE&G has
been notified and will “fire up” the
new traffic lights soon. Mayor
Lombardo also announced that the
sidewalks would be repaired this
week with either concrete or as-
phalt depending on the weather. If
asphalt installation is required due
to cold temperatures, it will be re-
placed with concrete in the spring.

Borough Engineer Donald
Guarriello reminded the governing
body that the 2017 DOT project
proposals are due in February and
asked the council to look over the
report indicating the streets being
proposed for paving. “The contrac-
tors are carrying a lot of work over
so we want to get on their list,” Mr.
Guarriello stated. “Grants don’t
come out for three or four more
months.”

Councilman Mathieu voiced his
concern over the fact that so few
streets were being proposed for pav-
ing in 2017. “Are we keeping up
with the infrastructure of the bor-
ough at this pace?” he asked.

Councilwoman Sara Todisco
asked if Mr. Guarriello could pro-
vide the council with a map of what
streets were paved and in what years
they were done. Mr. Guarriello said
he would provide council members
with that information, noting that
some streets have not been paved
for 40 years.

“Do you think we are keeping up
with the infrastructure?” Council-
woman Todisco asked him.

Mr. Guarriello responded that he
did not think the borough was “keep-
ing pace with the number of streets”
that need to be done. “To get to
every street you have to do more
than two streets a year.”

Councilwoman Todisco an-
nounced that the last day to register
for the Holiday House Decorating
Contest is today, Thursday, Decem-
ber 15. Residents can register at
garwood.org. She also reported that

pre-purchased luminaries can be
picked up on Saturday, December
17, between 10 a.m. and noon, at
the Garwood Sports and Recreation
Center. Limited quantities will be
available for purchase for those who
did not pre-order at this time.

Councilman Joseph Sarno re-
ported that the search for a new
chief of police would begin soon.
“I’d like to see what we can do
before the end of the year,” he said.

Chief Underhill announced his
retirement in August and told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times his
last day will be March 31, 2017. His
retirement will end his 32-year ca-
reer in law enforcement in Garwood.
He has served as the borough’s po-
lice chief for the last six years.

At the conclusion of the meeting,
Councilman Sarno thanked Coun-
cilman Mathieu for his service and
presented him with a gift from the
mayor and council since it was his
last open meeting as a councilman.

“I thank God for the strength to
do the last six years on the council,”
Councilman Mathieu said. “I loved
every minute of it.” Councilman
Mathieu thanked his mother for
bringing him to Garwood and noted
that he enjoyed having her as a
constituent.

“I thank the residents of Garwood
for giving a kid from Brooklyn a
chance. Now I’m a kid from
Garwood and I have a kid from
Garwood,” he said. “Six years up
here was a labor of love and an
honor greater than I deserve.” Coun-
cilman Mathieu lost his seat in the
election in November.

It also was Councilman Michael
Martin’s last open meeting, but he
did not seek reelection.

There will be a special closed
meeting of the mayor and council
on Tuesday, December 20, at 7 p.m.,
in council chambers. The purpose
of the meeting is to conduct inter-
views for 2017 professional ser-
vices. No action will be taken at the
meeting.

The regularly scheduled meeting
on Tuesday, December 27, has been
cancelled. The reorganization meet-
ing will be held on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 3, in council chambers at 7 p.m.

tract for the county’s Homeless Trust
Fund. The program is supported
through a $3 surcharge on recording
documents processed through the
clerk’s office. The goal of the pro-
gram, according to a county press
release, is to move the homeless into
affordable housing as well as to pro-
vide rental assistance. Freeholder
Kowalski said over $900,000 has
been collected for the program since
it was implemented in 2010.

The board also approved $100,00
in funding for the Countywide Code
Blue Emergency Shelter Initiative
where agencies help offer shelter to
homeless persons during “extreme”
weather conditions during the win-
ter.

Freeholder Bruce Bergen noted
that the county’s new app will launch
this week and will offer all the infor-
mation currently available on the
county website. The app will be ac-
cessible from tablets, mobile phones,
etc. Union County, he said, is only
the second government to offer an
app. It follows the Union County
Votes App launched by County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi two years ago.

He said the rollout of the app is
only the first phase and that more
information and features will be
added moving forward. Union
County is also on Twitter and
Instagram.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Fanwood Receives Award
For Terrill Home for Disabled
FANWOOD – The Borough of

Fanwood and Community Access
Unlimited (CAU) were recently hon-
ored at the New Jersey League of
Municipalities and NJBIZ Innova-
tion in Public Private Partnership
Awards. The award recognized the
successful public private partnership
that resulted in the mixed-use facility
on Terrill Road that was opened in
2015 and includes  two commercial
businesses, low-income housing and
housing for residents with disabili-
ties.

The project was to remediate two
unsightly properties for the benefit of
an undeserved population. Fanwood
and Scotch Plains worked with CAU
to redevelop the remains of Rocco’s
Tavern in Fanwood and an abandoned
duplex in Scotch Plains. CAU is a
statewide nonprofit organization
based in Elizabeth that is committed
to providing community access ser-
vices for adults and adolescents with
intellectual and developmental dis-
abilities, at-risk youth, and people
with affordable housing needs.

“There are thousands of people in
New Jersey with developmental dis-
abilities waiting for housing,” said
Sidney Blanchard, the founder and
executive director of CAU, who adds
that the project is unique in that in-
stead of segregating individuals with

developmental disabilities, it inte-
grates them into the community. The
complex includes an elevator, spa-
cious hallways and doorways, and
roll-in showers to accommodate the
needs of all the residents.

Several private entities also col-
laborated with Fanwood and CAU to
bring this project to life, including the
TD Charitable Foundation, which
awarded CAU $100,000 through its
“Housing for Everyone” competition.
Valley National Bank also provided
CAU with a $5,000 grant to assist in
the cost of the project.

Scotch Plains and Fanwood have
both been enhanced by the project.
The building not only provides ac-
cessibility and independence to
people in the community, but has
revitalized the neighborhood, and has
raised the value of the once aban-
doned neighborhood. Cooperation
from both Fanwood and Scotch Plains
was essential in order to successfully
complete the project. “It was ex-
tremely important that Fanwood was
involved with the project. I believe so
deeply in the mission of Community
Access Unlimited. No matter where
you are, we need integrated housing.
This is a wonderful example of a
public-private partnership with no
public dollars involved.” said
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr.

FANWOOD AWARDED...Fanwood received an award at the New Jersey League
of Municipalities and NJBIZ Innovation in Public Private Partnership Awards,
recognizing a public private partnership that resulted in the mixed-use facility on
Terrill Road in 2015. Pictured, at the opening of the building in September 2015,
are: Union County Freeholders, Fanwood Council President Kathy Mitchell,
Community Access Unlimited Executive Director Sid Blanchard and Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr.

Congress Approves Act to
Prioritize Rahway River Plan
AREA – The U.S. Congress ap-

proved the Federal Water Resources
Act of 2016 on December 10, and
sent it to President Barack Obama for
signing. The legislation includes the
authorization of the Rahway River
Flood Mitigation Project as a priority
project. Once the secretary of the
Army approves the report, the legis-
lation authorizes engineering and pre-
construction funds on the project. U.S.
Senators Cory Booker (D) and Sena-
tor Robert Menendez (D) and Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) and Rep.
Donald Payne Jr. (D-10th) were in-
strumental in this legislative action
representing in Union and Essex
County communities, according to a
press release from the Mayors Coun-
cil Rahway River Watershed Flood
Control.

The Mayors also met with Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection Com-
missioner Robert Martin on December
9 to urge the state to move ahead on the
state funding of the Rahway River Flood
Mitigation plan including getting to con-
struction in 2017. The main topic was
urging the state to reduce the schedule
for the required engineering chief’s re-
port. Bolstered by the federal U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers draft environmental
impact statement that said there are no
impacts that can’t be mitigated with
reasonable actions, the Mayors asked
the DEP commissioner to fund in the
first quarter of 2017 the Orange Reser-
voir Dam integrity study to ensure the
dam is safe and meets federal standards.

Union County Freeholder Chair-
man Bruce Bergen said, “Over $100
million of damages were faced by
residents along the Rahway River

during (Hurricane) Irene. The federal
and state Rahway River Flood Mitiga-
tion Plan has significant flood mitiga-
tion benefits including material water
elevation reductions from Millburn to
Rahway. Known as Alternative 4a, the
plan is a revision of one of the 10
alternatives that the U.S. Army Corps
and the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection evaluated.”

Alternative 4a includes modifica-
tion to the Orange Reservoir, adding
two 36-inch outfall pipes permitting
the reservoir to be drained two days
before a major storm to reduce sig-
nificantly the water elevation down-
stream during a major storm event.
There will be downstream channel
improvements through Cranford with
one- and one-half-mile of channel
deepening. Also, there is expected to
be lifting or acquisition of numerous
properties in Rahway. The plan had
the strongest benefit cost ratio as part
of the federal process meaning the
project benefits (less flood damages)
exceed project costs.

The Mayors group has expressed
appreciation for making the plan a pri-
ority. Cranford Mayor Andis Kalnins
said, “We appreciate the efforts of our
federal legislators working on our be-
half. Now we need the state to take  this
major step forward and expedite the
plan.” The Mayors Council  includes:
Maplewood Mayor Victor Deluca,
Union Mayor Manual Figueiredo, Or-
ange Mayor Dwayne Warren, former
Millburn Mayor Robert  Tillotson,
Mayor Andis, Millburn Mayor Ted
Bourke, Rahway Mayor Sam Steinman,
Springfield Mayor Jerry Fernandez, and
Kenilworth Mayor Anthony DeLuca.

NJSBA to Help With Legal
Action Against Turf Field Co.
STATE — The New Jersey School

Boards Association (NJSBA) an-
nounced December 7 that it will as-
sist local boards of education in ex-
ploring possible legal action against a
company that allegedly sold artificial
turf fields to schools across the state
with full knowledge that the product
was defective.

In addition, NJSBA Executive Di-
rector Lawrence Feinsod expressed
support for state lawmakers’ demands
that the attorney general investigate
the company. The legislators made
their comments following a series of
articles by NJ Advance Media, which
operates the nj.com news site and The
Star-Ledger.

“The news reports should anger
anyone concerned about corporate
responsibility, the health of students,
and the preservation of limited re-
sources,” Mr. Feinsod said. “They
allege fraud and deception that
bilked taxpayers out of millions of
dollars.

“We are urging school boards to
have their attorneys contact NJSBA’s
general counsel, who will assist dis-
tricts in identifying and coordinating
legal action,” he said.

NJ Advance Media reported that,
as early as 2006, executives of the
company, FieldTurf, “became aware
the turf, known as Duraspine, was
cracking, splitting and breaking
apart, long before it should, and
long before the public had been
promised.” Schools and municipali-
ties “have had to replace their ex-
pensive turf fields far sooner than
expected and often earlier than
promised.”

One hundred sixty-four  Duraspine
fields were installed in New Jersey,
NJ Advance Media reported, includ-
ing the Cranford and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood School School Districts,
Governor Livingston High School in
Berkeley Heights,  Arthur L. Johnson
High School in Clark, Delbarton
School in Morristown, Kean Univer-
sity, Highland Park, two fields in
North Bruswick, Rutgers University’s
Louis Brown Athletic Center in
Piscataway, and Woodbridge High
School.

FieldTurf has denied allegations
of fraud and said problems with
the turf have not affected player
safety, according to NJ Advance
Media.
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Cranford Considers Refining
Policy for Older, Taller Trees

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – The township com-
mittee on Monday night discussed
refining an ordinance impacting all
homeowners who have trees on their
properties.

Tina Helmstetter of the Cranford
Tree Advisory Board said 165-year-
old trees, 36 inches in circumference,
are taller than homes and pose inher-
ent risks falling on houses during
mega-storms.

Ms. Helmstetter asserted under the
supervision of a certified tree removal
expert, homeowners should have
municipal approval for removal of
trees. However, removing the trees
decreases shade tree and increases
flood risks within Cranford, she ex-
plained, noting the larger the tree the
more ground water it absorbs the less
Cranford streets and homes flood.

Ms. Helmstetter proposed a middle-
ground must be met for town safety
and environmental equality. Ms.
Helmstetter stated, “Why we meet is
to do what’s best for all our neigh-
bors.” Ms. Helmstetter suggested a
fee be paid to the town of $150 to
remove a tree. The town’s cost to
purchase a new tree two inches in
circumference is projected at a $400
and four inches in circumference
would be $1,000. For residents not
willing to pay the fee, they could be
proactive and plant four other trees
on the property not as thick. The size
remains uncertain and open to further
analysis by the township committee.

Commissioner John Mallon said
there is no incentive for residents to
remove a tree and purchase four new
ones at a cost of a couple thousand
dollars. Mr. Mallon discussed his own
experience as purchasing four sap-
ling trees that were both expensive
and no where near Ms. Helmstetter’s
suggested replacement size.

Ms. Helmstetter said politics is not
her specialty, but understanding trees
and their ecological impact is her pro-
fession. Ms. Helmstetter agreed the
topic can be further discussed by the
board and a game plan must be made
that is equitable for every “neighbor.”
Ms. Helmstetter said the township com-
mittee can decide to have the munici-
pality plant other trees strategically
throughout township. She said the trees
would take the cost burden off
homeowners and deter increased insur-
ance risks to the town’s budget from
increased flooding. The township com-
mittee will revisit the issue in January.

John Redmond, of the firm Willis

Towers Watson, conducted an insur-
ance review. Cranford is a member of
a joint-insurance fund. These funds
reduce costs associated with town-
wide insurance from flood damage,
destroyed public works equipment,
cyber liability, building liability, law-
suit liability, and workers’ compensa-
tion liability.

Every three years the township com-
mittee decides to renew their com-
mitment to a specific fund. Each fund’s
contract has competitive costs in pre-
mium and coverage benefits. Town-
ships are pooled together to reduce
risks and costs for each insurance
fund member. The township commit-
tee will decide on costs associated
with three present funds and is ex-
pected to finalize their choice before
the end of the year.

Deputy Mayor Mary O’Connor
discussed pedestrian safety in town
as a review will be conducted on
police radar activity and township
policy. Increased tickets were not a
key element in the discussion; a con-
tinued police presence was empha-
sized. Benefits and detractions of stop
signs and speed bumps were men-
tioned. The committee wanted to ac-
knowledge possible four-way stop
signs that are dangerous or uncon-
trolled intersections.

Deputy Mayor O’Connor discussed
the 20 new parking spots at the MDTV
parking location. The parking has been
undesignated since inception and
business owners feel the parking space
is being used by commuters as all day
parking. Ms. O’Connor mentioned
parking in the location as a possible
municipal revenue source.

Mayor Andis Kalnins stated that
perhaps the spaces could be desig-
nated half business parking and half
commuter parking. The topic will be
analyzed with further discussion at
future meetings in upcoming months.

Mayor Kalnins reported on a free
energy audit on township buildings
that he said could save taxpayers
money and provide insights to waste
and improve efficiencies. The com-
mittee remained uncertain on whether
a proposed redevelopment office
space within the municipal building
to make certain departments more
accessible to the public was worth the
$50,000 in budget expenses.

Commissioner Thomas H. Hannen
Jr., an opponent of the proposal, said
the offices are both resident friendly
and the money should be allotted for
extreme scenarios such as flood dam-
age.

MAKING DEMOCRACY WORK...The League of Women Voters (LWV) of
Berkeley Heights, New Providence and Summit Co-President Susan Ferris Rights,
left, presents the LWV “Making Democracy Work” Award to Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi, right, Past LWVUS President Susan Lederman, second
from left, and New Providence High School teacher Stephanie Hornstein during
the LWV Scholarship Fund Gala held December 11th in New Providence. For
more information about the LWV, visit www.lwv-bhnps.org.

Kids to Learn About Writing in
Colonial Times at Feltville Event

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders and the
Department of Parks and Recreation
invite youngsters and their parents to
visit the Deserted Village of Feltville
in the Watchung Reservation and ex-
perience what it was like to ‘text’ in
Colonial America. The event will take
place this Sunday, December 18, from
1 p.m. to 4 pm.

Children will be able to write with a
quill pen and ink on parchment paper to
experience what it was like writing a
letter in Colonial times by writing let-
ters to Santa Claus or anyone else they

wish to communicate with while sitting
at writing desks in the Church/General
Store.

A parks department staffer will be
on hand to guide the children in their
writing, and to suggest what they
might write about if they had been
alive in the 1700’s when the western
end of what is now Union County was
just being settled.

The Deserted Village of Feltville
is located within the 2,142-acre
Watchung Reservation on Cata-
ract Hallow Road in Berkeley
Heights.
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Cranford Planning Bd.
Reviews Zoning Officer Role

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader amd The Times

CRANFORD — The planning
board at its workshop session on De-
cember 7th discussed the resignation
of Bob Hudak, who was the zoning
officer and recently a licensed plan-
ner for the township. Mr. Hudak left
after serving the township for about
eight years to take a new position in
Monroe Township, Trish Cullen, as-
sistant zoning officer and board sec-
retary said.

Board President Bobbi Anderson
said she would write a letter on be-
half of the board to the township
committee making a request that in
the hiring agreement for the new
zoning officer the zoning officer be
present at planning board applica-
tion hearings.

“I felt we fought hard to have Bob
coming to the meeting,” Ms. Ander-
son said. “It was a big bone of conten-
tion.”

The board also discussed the zon-
ing board of adjustment.

“If they are granting variance after
variance, maybe something is amiss,”
Board Vice-President Lynda Feder
said. “They have a record of being
lenient.”

She suggested the possibility of
revamping the ordinances that per-
tain to zoning and reviewing ordi-
nances to see if they need to be rewrit-
ten. The planning board will be tasked
with adopting a new master plan in
2019, Board Attorney Nicholas
Giuditta said.

This year three convenience stores
were granted variances by the zon-
ing board, she said. QuickChek and
Wawa were granted conditional use
variances for property on North Av-
enue near the entrance to the Gar-
den State Parkway, and 7-Eleven
recently opened on the corner of
South Avenue and Centennial Av-
enue.

All three companies filed a lawsuit
against the township in respects to an
ordinance that does not allow conve-
nience stores or gas stations to oper-
ate between midnight and 5 a.m.

The board also referred to a recent
variance application passed by the
zoning board for a development on
Centennial Avenue that will house 24
units. The planning board had in the
past not granted larger developments
in that area of town.

The board also discussed whose
appointments were up in the new year.
The township committee at its reor-
ganization meeting in January will
make the appointments. On the zon-

ing board, Zoning Board Chairman
Ronald Marotta, David Salomon, and
James Weisgerber, all have their seats
up for reappointment. Mayor Andis
Kalnins, Deputy Mayor Mary
O’Connor, Dan Aschenbach, and al-
ternate Michael Petrucci all are up for
reappointment to the planning board.
Considering the township committee
has shifted to be a Democrat majority
after this year’s election, it is possible
Mr. Kalnins, Ms. O’Connor and Mr.
Petrucci, who are Republicans, may
be replaced.

Planning board members Ms.
Feder, Ms. O’Connor, Ms. Anderson
and Kathleen Murrary during discus-
sion also said the township engineer,
since being changed from an in-house
engineer to a consulting engineer, has
distributed reports more efficiently.

“We have found in our experi-
ence it was a better situation,” Ms.
Feder said of the consulting engi-
neer.

Annual County Carol Sing-Along on Dec. 23
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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Wisnewski Seeks Support to
Continue ‘Bridgegate’ Probe
Assemblyman John Wisnewski (D-

19th, Sayreville), a Democratic can-
didate for Governor in 2017, is ask-
ing New Jerseyans who think the in-
vestigation into Governor Chris
Christie’s role in closing lanes at the
George Washington Bridge, better
known as Bridgegate, should con-
tinue to sign an online petition.

“It’s obvious that Governor Christie
has abused his office for his personal
political gain. It’s just as clear that
New Jersey’s next governor should
be someone who’ll take on corrup-
tion and make our state work for
everyone again, not just the wealthy
and well-connected...

“When I first started the investiga-
tion into what has become known as
‘Bridgegate,’ even Democrats warned
me against digging into Christie’s
administration. We proved them
wrong. One of Christie’s aides pleaded
guilty. The other two were convicted
on felony conspiracy charges. Yet,
despite these convictions, many in
the Trenton establishment don’t want
to continue the investigation into what
Governor Christie knew and when he
knew it. They say they want to close
the Bridgegate investigations and not
put Governor Christie under oath. I
don’t think that’s right...It’s clear the
political establishment in New Jersey
doesn’t want folks poking around into
how politicians use their offices for
personal and political gains...We need
to finish this investigation with Gov-
ernor Christie under oath,” Mr.
Wisnewski said in an email blast.

Rahway Councilman Fighting
Eminent Domain In City

Rahway Councilman Bob
Bresenhan reiterated his stand against
a proposed planning board study that
could ultimately see Rahway utilize
eminent domain and condemnation
for the purpose of redevelopment in
six areas of the city, including two
houses of worship and a veteran’s
memorial parking to a press release
submitted by the councilman.

Mr. Bresenhan and fellow council
members Michael Cox and Jennifer
Wenson-Maier voted against this
measure at last week’s agenda setting
meeting of the Rahway City Council.
Their goal was to remove this mea-
sure from the December 12 regular
meeting of the Rahway City Council
so more work could be done to make
this a friendlier measure allowing the

city to work with citizens and busi-
nesses through a study using “non
condemnation redevelopment.”

Six fellow council members voted this
measure that carries the threat of condem-
nation and eminent domain in Rahway
for the purpose of redevelopment.

Panel Advances Bill for
‘U Text, U-Drive, U-Pay

Legislation to place a “U Text, U-
Drive, U-Pay” reminder on vehicle
inspection stickers located on a
vehicle’s windshield was advanced by
an Assembly committee on Monday.

The bill, A-218, would require mo-
tor vehicle inspection stickers to no-
tify drivers of the penalty for texting
while driving. Under current law,
texting and driving carries a penalty of
$200 to $400 for a first offense; a
penalty of $401 to $600 for a second
offense; and a penalty between $610
and $800 for any subsequent offense.
A third or subsequent offense also may
result in a loss of license up to 90 days
and three motor vehicle penalty points.

The proposal follows the market-
ing campaign of ‘Click it or Ticket’
which helped reinforce state seatbelt
laws for drivers and their occupants.

Texting and driving is the cause of
1.6 million automobile accidents an-
nually, according to the National
Safety Council.

The measure was released by the
Assembly Transportation and Inde-
pendent Authorities Committee.

Bill Would Allow Christie Book
Deal, Raise Officials Salaries
A bill that would change state law to

allow  Governor Chris  Christie to cash
in on a book deal while still in office is
scheduled to be voted on today in the
Assembly Appropriations Committee,
northjersey.com has reported.

Current law prevents the governor
from receiving income other than his
$175,000 salary, according to the ar-
ticle. Part of the bill would also hike
public officials salaries. A previous ver-
sion of the bill would have increased
the budget for salaries at each legislator's
district office from $110,000 to
$140,000. In addition, it would have
raised salaries for judges and executive
branch officials.

A separate bill in the legislative pack-
age before the State Government Com-
mittee would end a legal requirement
that municipalities and counties publish
official notices in printed newspapers.

Final votes on the bills are planned
in both the Assembly and Senate on
Monday, December 19.

HOLIDAY CHEER...The Fanwood Seniors Club hosted their annual holiday
luncheon at Snuffy's on Monday. Representing the borough were Administrator
Eleanor McGovern and Council members Russ Huegel, Kathy Mitchell and Tom
Kranz. The host was club president Joe Bruno and the entertainment was
provided by the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Moonglowers.

CPAs Shift Advice to
Clients in Wake of End

Of  N.J. Estate Tax
ROSELAND – In a survey con-

ducted by the New Jersey Society of
Certified Public Accountants
(NJCPA), more than one-third of re-
spondents indicated that they will
change their advice to clients follow-
ing passage of legislation that will
phase out New Jersey’s estate tax by
2018.

 “We are thrilled that New Jersey
lawmakers are working to create a
healthier economic climate in New
Jersey. The elimination of the estate
tax is a significant step in keeping
Garden State residents — and their
incomes — in the state,” said NJCPA
executive director and CEO, Ralph
Albert Thomas.

In a 2015 survey of NJCPA mem-
bers, 74 percent of respondents in-
dicated that they had “advised a
client to consider relocation due to
New Jersey’s estate and inheritance
taxes.”

While the new survey shows that
CPAs are now less likely to advise
clients to relocate, many are con-
cerned about whether the estate tax
repeal will be restored under a new
administration.

Cait’s Closet Annual Discount Designer
Holiday Sample Sale Is Dec. 19 to 23

CRANFORD — Cait’s Closet will
be having their an annual discount
designer holiday sample sale. The
sample sale will take place at 211
Centennial Avenue, Cranford, De-
cember 19 to 23. Clothing, handbags,
shoes and other accessories will be
on sale for up to 90 percent off of
retail. Some brands include
Balenciaga, Celine, Christian Dior,

Derek Lam, Givenchy, Jimmy Choo,
Miu Miu, Oscar De La Renta, Prada,
Proenza Schouler, Ray Ban, Thakoon,
Yves Saint Laurent, Lilly Pulitzer,
Free People, Rachel Zoe, Wildfox,
Milly, Paige, Uggs, Frye, Levis,
Theory, Hugo Boss, and many more.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/bulletin/form

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders and
County Manager Al Faella are in-
viting the public to the annual
“Christmas Carol Sing-a-long
Around the rotunda Christmas Tree”
on Friday, December 23, at 11 a.m.

The event will be held in the ro-
tunda of the Union County Court-

house building, 2 Broad Street, Eliza-
beth.

Mr. Faella is the master of ceremo-
nies. The event includes caroling,
musical entertainment, and a visit
from Santa. Mr. and Mrs. Victor Fuzo
of Roselle Park donated this year’s
Christmas Tree in the rotunda, a blue
spruce tree.
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org
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Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Bruce Bergen, chair
bbergen@ucnj.org
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Board of Health Holds Last Meeting
Of Year, Thanks Staff for Efforts

Congratulations to WHS Teams
For An Amazing Fall Season

Save a Tree By Recycling Christmas
Cards, Paper This Holiday Season

The Westfield Board of Health met
on December 5. The seasonal influ-
enza vaccination program is continu-
ing. All children who attend preschool
must be vaccinated. A simple vacci-
nation can prevent the flu and protect
the children. It is best to be vacci-
nated before the flu starts spreading.
Residents can find information on
eligibility and costs for health depart-
ment vaccinations at http://
www.westfieldnj.gov/health.

Five residents were vaccinated as
part of the Vaccines for Adults Pro-
gram. This program provides vac-
cines against many preventable in-
fectious diseases for uninsured indi-
viduals or persons with Medicaid or
Medicare (but not Part D). These
vaccines include chickenpox, hepati-
tis A and B, human papilloma virus
(HPV), influenza, measles, mumps
and rubella, meningitis, pneumonia,
shingles, and tetanus, diphtheria and
pertussis (Tdap). For more informa-
tion and to schedule an appointment,
please contact Laura Scanlon, BSN,
MS, the public health Nursing super-
visor, at (908) 789-4070, extension
4074 or lscanlon@westfieldnj.gov.

Two dogs in town were involved in
biting incidents, one of a resident and
one of another dog. Residents are
reminded that they must control and
properly leash their pets. In addition,
all dogs and cats are required to be
vaccinated and licensed with the town.
For more information on how to li-
cense your pet, please contact the
town clerk’s office at (908) 789-4030
or visit the town web page at http://
www.westfieldnj.gov.

In November 20 retail food estab-
lishments were inspected and all were
satisfactory, except one was condi-
tionally satisfactory. The restaurant
was provided information, deficien-
cies were corrected and it will be re-
inspected.

The Health Department sponsors
with Overlook Medical Center free
glucose and blood pressure screening
and screening for bone density for a
$10 fee. Screenings will occur on
Monday, December 19, and on other
Mondays, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
the Overlook Downtown Center, 357
Springfield Avenue in Summit. For
more information and to register,
please contact the Overlook Commu-
nity Health Department at 1-800-247-

9580.
Information about all of the

Department’s activities is available
on its website http://
www.westfieldnj.gov/health. The
complete minutes of the December 5
meeting will be posted after review
and approval at the board’s reorgani-
zation meeting in January. Details
will be announced. The public is in-
vited to attend.

At this time of year, we want to
thank the staff and senior staff of the
Westfield Regional Health Depart-
ment for their dedication, commit-
ment and work all year on behalf of
public health in Westfield and our
neighboring communities. The senior
staff includes Megan Avallone, RN,
MS, the health officer and director,
Ms. Scanlon and Helen Mendez, the
principal registered environmental
health specialist. Congratulations to
Ms. Avallone, who will be president-
elect of the New Jersey Association
of City and County Health Officials
in 2017.

In addition, I thank the volunteer
members of the Board of Health for
their time and assistance and for shar-
ing their wisdom and insights this
past year. They are Thomas K.
O’Neill, vice-president; Sherl Brand,
RN; Dr. Vasilios Diamantopoulos;
Jaclyn Kirna; Tricia Lerner, PA; Dr.
Maria Lo Grippo; Neal Snitow and
Dr. David Weinman, and David
Oliveira, our town council Liaison. I
also thank Mayor Andy Skibitsky and
Jim Gildea, town administrator, for
their strong support.

Finally, this is my last letter as
president of the Board of Health. I
appreciate the opportunity to have
served as president for the past six
years, but have reached the maximum
term of office. Thank you to all my
friends, neighbors and especially my
family who have encouraged me and
provided feedback and helpful sug-
gestions. Thanks also to all the resi-
dents who have been interested in the
public health promotion and disease
and injury prevention activities in
town. The Westfield Regional Health
Department is a great resource and it
has been my pleasure to help as part
of its leadership team.

Lawrence D. Budnick, MD, MPH
President, Westfield Board of Health

Westfield

It’s that time of year once again for
my annual please recycle all of your
Christmas paper and packaging let-
ter. Remember, there is no reason for
the amount of garbage we residents
put out for pickup in the days after
Christmas to be any more than usual.
All of the wrapping paper that we
receive is just – paper – it all can and
should be recycled. Or even better,
reused. All of the cardboard gift box
packaging is paper, too, and should
also be recycled. So can Christmas
cards and envelopes. (The cards fronts
can even be reused for postcards next
year.) If we take a look at the plastic
wrapping around our gifts, most of it
(I’ll admit not all) has the recycling
symbol and numbers inside it, and
can and should be recycled. Remem-
ber, plastic comes from oil. Recycle
our plastic and maybe we can reduce
our oil use, cost, dependency, and
carbon footprint. Now that Cranford
and Garwood recycle Styrofoam, we
can even put that packaging in with

the recycling. There is no reason for
our Christmas week garbage to in-
crease in any way. Residents can even
contact me at
williamnierstedt@gmail.org if you are
uncertain as to whether or not some-
thing can be recycled.

In these days when we taxpayers
complain about high taxes, and we
pay for our garbage by weight at our
source, and air and water pollution
later, I urge all of us to try to remem-
ber that the two thoughts go together.
If we reduce the amount of garbage
we generate, we pay less for it in our
taxes, and become more environmen-
tally responsible citizens. Let’s see if
we can all increase our recycling ef-
forts after Christmas this year too.
Save a tree. (Those can be reused
too.) Reduce air pollution. And make
it an annual habit. Merry Christmas
and happy holidays to all.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

What an amazing fall season the
WHS athletic teams have had. Con-
gratulations to the runners, coaches
and families of both cross country
teams in bringing home county tro-
phies again. These coaches and teams
consistently achieve accolades.
Congrats also to boys soccer who
wrestled the county title back from
rivals SPF. Coach Shaw and his crew
gave the fans what they came out to
see at Kean and no one was disap-
pointed. Then there is the field hockey
team — putting another date on their
gym banner with their first confer-
ence title in 39 years. Coach
MacDonald has put WHS back on the
map, thanks to outstanding leader-
ship by the seniors and play by
underclasswomen — kudos also to
these parents, another group of loyal,
all-weather fans.

Finally, of course, football. Third
game in this year, I told a parent,
“they’re going all the way again” —
she asked me not to “say it out loud,”
just in case. But with the best defen-
sive line in the state, an incredibly
composed, scrambling QB, and our

creative coaching staff, who had to
keep the train on the track despite
numerous injuries, how could we not
return to Metlife? To the seniors, it’s
been a pleasure watching you all, and
especially those who got injured —
we know we couldn’t have made it
this far without you — all contributed
in so many ways to the spirit of this
team, whether playing or sidelined.
To the juniors who stepped up with
big time performances when injuries
occurred and to Coach DeSarno, who
kept all the moving pieces held to-
gether, thank you, for another incred-
ible, undefeated season. We fans truly
appreciate all the time, energy and
effort it takes to become champions
— congratulations, all!

Now let’s see some crowds out for
our winter sports — never underesti-
mate the power of enthusiastic fans in
sending positive energy to our ath-
letes as they compete. I hope to see
you all poolside, courtside, rink side
or mat side soon.

Ruth Maloney
Westfield

Library Friends Thank
Many For Sale Success

The 2016 Children’s and Teens’
Book Sale, sponsored by the Friends
of the Westfield Memorial Library,
was a big success. Donations ex-
ceeded 3,500 items. The sale gener-
ated $2,133 to benefit the library’s
many activities. We thank all who
generously donated, or enthusiasti-
cally shopped for, books and related
materials. We also thank the more
than 35 people who volunteered their
time to make the sale possible and
successful.

We look forward to seeing you at
our huge Spring 2017 Book Sale,
with items available for all ages. For
more information on that sale or to
volunteer, please contact Christine
Mason at
wmlvolunteers@gmail.com.

Again, a big thank you to all who
made the annual Children’s and Teens’
Book Sale so successful.
Deborah Blum, Children’s Book Sale
Committee, Friends of the Westfield

Memorial Library

Do Your Holiday Shopping Here:
Support Our Local Businesses

We’re coming into the homestretch, everyone —
just 10 shopping days before Christmas, nine until
Hanukkah. Once again the malls are packed with
shoppers, sprawling parking lots filled to capacity,
as gift buyers jostle and scramble for those must-
have Hatchimals and other current wish list items.
With a week and a half to go, and so much else to
do besides, we can wind up feeling like we’re
running on empty.

Many people opt instead to make their purchases
online, in an effort to avoid the holiday hullabaloo
of navigating multi-level shopping centers amid
bustling crowds, often with children in tow and
laden with packages.

However, we wish to offer a third alternative for
wrapping up (pun intended) your holiday shopping
— patronizing your town’s business district. Be-
sides the benefit of being able to browse and buy
gifts in less harried venues, shopping locally gives
us the opportunity to support those retailers and
people that help form the fabric of our communities.
It may enable us to get to know our business neigh-
bors a little bit better, too.

Our local businesses collectively provide a pot-

pourri of goods and services designed to meet just
about every need. Festively decorated establish-
ments feature everything from clothing, jewelry,
shoes and housewares, to books, children’s items
and candy, to an array of specialty products. Gift
seekers may discover stores they have never experi-
enced before, and which they may find they want to
revisit after the holidays.

And when it’s time to take a break from shopping,
why not visit one of the many eateries nestled within
our local downtowns to enjoy a meal, a snack, or a
favorite beverage? You may even see a friend or two
with whom to exchange holiday greetings. For those
who have been away at college, or otherwise living
out of the area for a while, stopping by local stores
and restaurants is an ideal way to reconnect with
one’s hometown.

Home for the holidays — an enduring theme this
time of year that always makes us feel closer to our
families, our friends and our roots. This holiday
season, and throughout the year as well, give back to
your community by supporting local businesses. We
purchase so much from far away — let’s keep it close
to home for the holidays.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Guttate – Spotted, as with drops
2. Sepelition – Burial; interment
3. Thill – A shaft to which a horse is

hitched to a wagon
4. Dirdum – A loud outcry of blame or

rebuke

UBERTY
1. Abundance
2. Pure; fresh
3. Balance; stablility
4. Pride; haughtiness

DEPILATION
1. Grief; misery
2. A beating or whipping with a stick or

club
3. The act of or process of removing

hair from the body
4. A condition of progressive emacia-

tion
TZIGANE

1. A Hungarian gypsy
2. Mentally ill; insane
3. In South Africa, an outsider; a for-

eigner
4. A laborer; member of the working

class
KATABASIS

1. The cessation of natural selection in
generation

2. Hibernating or burrowing
3. A sudden pulling back or retreating
4. A retreat to the sea

We Thank Those Officials Who
Gave of Their Time and Talents

With the end of the year approaching, we wanted
to take this time to thank those elected officials in the
towns we serve who will be leaving town councils
and boards of education.

In Westfield, Ginny Leiz is leaving the board of
education after 15 years, six of those years in lead-
ership posts. During her tenure, she has chaired each
of the board’s standing committees, currently serv-
ing as the chairwoman of the Long Range Planning
and the Negotiations committees and as a member of
the Technology and Curriculum Committees. She
was board vice-president from 2004 to 2007 and
president from 2007 to 2010.

Likewise, Kurt Petschow, Jr. is leaving the Cranford
Board of Education after three years on the board.
He has long been active in the town in other areas,
including on the boards of the Cranford Baseball and
Softball Leagues as well as previously serving on the
Downtown Management Corp. and as president of
the Cranford Chamber of Commerce.

Also in Cranford, John Mallon is leaving the town-
ship committee to which he was named by the local
Republican Committee to fill a vacancy earlier this
year, but lost his election bid for a full three-year term.

Garwood residents are saying goodbye to Coun-
cilman Jim Mathieu after six years on the governing
body. First elected in 2010, he became in 2013 the
first sitting Republican council member in Garwood
to be reelected since 1985. He moved to the borough

from Brooklyn in 2008. He has always been passion-
ate about his views and has never been afraid to
speak his mind when others on the council disagreed
with him.

Charlotte Schirmer is leaving the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education after serving three
years. She currently serves as a member of the
curriculum and facilities committees as well as on
the two-person board liaison panel with the Union
County Educational Services Commission.

Serving on the local town councils and school
boards requires a major time commitment, and so the
families of each of those mentioned above also
receive our thanks for sharing their loved one’s
talents with all of us.

In addition to elected officials, we would like to
congratulate Dr. Larry Budnick, who is completing
a six-year tenure as president of the Westfield Board
of Health. He also serves as a member of the Westfield
Green Team. We thank Dr. Budnick for opening up
the line of communication with our residents through
his monthly letters reporting on the board’s discus-
sions and actions at its meetings. We hope these
submittals will continue in the future.

Also, kudos are in order for Megan Avallone, RN,
the health officer for the Westfield Regional Health
Department, who will be president-elect of the New
Jersey Association of City and County Health Offi-
cials in 2017.

See more letters on page 5

No Book Deal
For Gov. Christie

Governor Chris Christie now in-
tends to write a memoir while in of-
fice and profit from his life story,
violating existing New Jersey law. If
Governor Christie wants to profit from
writing a book, he should resign. We
shouldn't change the law to let him
profit on the taxpayers time. The Leg-
islature should not change the law to
benefit the Governor who has been
missing in action for years while he
pursued his political ambitions leav-
ing the state rudderless.

Sen. Ray Lesniak
Elizabeth

Is His Book To Be
About New
Hampshire?
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Trump’s Cabinet Picks Questioned
By This Old White Woman

What Does ‘Make America Great
Again’ Mean?

Many Westfielders Struggle
Financially And Need Your Help

Russian Hacking Of The Election?
This is an ugly time in the history of our

beloved country because of the harass-
ment of members of President-Elect
Donald Trump’s family reported in The
New York Post and because of attempts to
de-legitimize him as the next President
by asserting that the Russian government
used hacked e-mails to help him win.

(But the material that was hacked would
not have been of any importance if the
material were not so unsavory and even
scandalous in the first place.)

There can be no excuse for insulting
Mr. Trump’s family or others who sup-
port Mr. Trump.

The idea that the Russian government
would attempt to sway the election in
favor of Mr. Trump flies in the face of
reality. One can reasonably conclude that
the Russian government would favor Mrs.
Clinton who supports a softer military
and foreign policy toward Russia than
does Mr. Trump.

Yet White House Press Secretary Josh
Earnest opined, “You didn’t need a secu-
rity clearance to figure out who benefited
from malicious Russian cyber activity.”
And this without proof beyond a reason-
able doubt.

But the attempt to de-legitimize Presi-
dent-Elect Trump goes further.

At a conference at the Kennedy School
of Government at Harvard University on
December 1st campaign managers for
Mrs. Clinton played more than sore loser.

Clinton pollster Joel Benenson, “You
won the Electoral College. Let’s also be
honest. Don’t act as if you have some
popular mandate for your message…The
fact of the matter is, is that more Ameri-
cans voted for Hillary Clinton than Donald
Trump.”

Clinton Campaign Communications
Director Jennifer Palmieri, “I would rather

lose than win the way you guys did.”
The central fact is that the election is

over and Mr. Trump will be the 45th
President. This fact must be accepted by
all of us if we are to have a country united
behind the new President as he goes
about the serious and sometimes deadly
business of governance. It does the coun-
try no good to question the outcome of
the election. And thus embolden our ad-
versaries.

Patrick Henry declared in 1799,
“United we stand, divided we fall. Let us
not split into factions which must destroy
that union upon which our existence
hangs.”

Abraham Lincoln declared in 1858,
“A house divided against itself cannot
stand.”

Is it preferable to question who hacked
whom for the next four or eight years of
a Trump presidency and so undercut Mr.
Trump’s presidential authority?

So this is a fine kettle of fish. Some
people opposed to his being elected Presi-
dent want the country to believe that the
Russian government delivered the Presi-
dency to him.

That perhaps enough Electors can be
persuaded not to vote for Mr. Trump
because of the alleged Russian hacking
and so cause Mrs. Clinton to become the
President.

That despite the Constitution she should
be President because she received more
popular votes.

But perhaps worst of all is the growing
public incivility that even the President-
Elect’s family must now endure. An ugly
time indeed.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Same old, white woman getting
older every day, but even I like change.
I change my sheets, my hair color,
and the paint in my kitchen. Not very
significant compared to reversing
decades of diplomatic policy on the
phone and by tweet, I suppose.

Many years ago as I (with barely
suppressed ambition) began a new
executive position, my wiser boss
suggested that I “remember to pay
attention to what the company was
doing right before I began changing
what I believe they were doing
wrong.” I have treasured and fol-
lowed that advice throughout my life.
Think I should share it?

Of course, ideally, I would like to
suggest changing the changes, begin-
ning with Steve Bannon and moving
quickly to an attorney general with a
history of racism. Islam is not cancer.
General Flynn, this is cancer, I know.
How about rethinking a secretary of
education who does not support pub-
lic schools and whose experiments
with charter schools have been fail-
ures. Ok, we all know old people have
a reputation for resisting change – yet
I want to change Trump’s choice for

HUD whose only qualification is hav-
ing grown up in an urban area.

I am open-minded, openly want to
change a health and human services
secretary whose only claim to fame is
a desire to relieve 22,000,000 people
of their health care. Wait, did I men-
tion changing a national secretary
advisor, who tweeted us to check out
fake news about sex crimes and now
the EPA will be chaired by an attor-
ney general who is suing the agency?
Trump has put the foxes in charge of
the hen house, placing people in
charge of areas that they actually want
to destroy.

Indeed I am an old, white woman
who hasn’t forgotten how it feels to
be heartbroken during Kent State,
devastated when MLK, JFK, and RFK
were assassinated, or shaken to my
core at 9/11. I remember and what is
so frightening is that all those feelings
are back. My soul is screaming. This
is not change; this is a travesty. If I
plan to renovate my house, I don’t
have to burn it down first.

Linda Van Fossen
Fanwood

Why are so many people worried
about a Donald Trump presidency?
Let’s begin with his signature slogan,
“Let’s Make America Great Again.”
He never really explained exactly
what he meant by that. Well, now with
the appointments he’s making as his
closest advisors and cabinet mem-
bers, we’re beginning to find out.

For example, the new Environmen-
tal Protection Agency head, has, in
recent years written and stated that
there is no big problem of global
warming, and also in the past has
brought suit against the government
to eliminate laws which prevent pol-
lution of land, water, and air.

The incoming attorney general has
stated that his first action will be to

dismantle the Affordable Care Act
(Obama Care), and have the right to
abortion eliminated. Other future
cabinet members are in favor of the
federal government not doing any-
thing that costs any money to im-
prove the lives of the citizenry of the
U.S.

In brief, making America great
again seems to mean returning our
country to what it was in 1950 — No
civil rights for non-whites, no Medi-
care or Medicaid, or anything else
which helps millions and millions of
people, men, women, white, black,
young and old.

Myron Borden
Cranford

As the season of giving reaches its
peak, the trustees of the Westfield
United Fund wish to thank the many
Westfield residents who give so gen-
erously to our campaign each year, so
that we can continue to extend a help-
ing hand to our neighbors in need
through our 20 member agencies and
programs. With your assistance,
young and old alike benefit from pro-
grams that meet their needs on a regu-
lar basis, from young families seek-
ing safe, affordable child care, to se-
nior citizens needing meals deliv-
ered, troubled teens looking for some-
one to talk to, and handicapped citi-
zens wanting to live with purpose and
dignity, participating in the life of our
community as full citizens.

Many people make the mistake of
thinking that everyone in Westfield is
wealthy and self-sufficient. Unfortu-
nately, there are many people who
struggle to afford the basic services
that most of us take for granted. If you
have been blessed with enough re-
sources to support your family, please
consider reaching out to your neigh-
bors in need through the Westfield
United Fund. When we lift up our
most vulnerable members, we build a
stronger community for all. If you’d
like to help make a difference in our
community, please go to our website,
www.westfieldunitedfund.org.

Rick Malacrea
President, Board of Trustees

Westfield United Fund

908-482-8855

357 South Ave, East · Westfield, NJ 
908-233-6030 · westfieldanimal.com 

Happy Holidays from your friends at 

Westfield Animal Hospital! 

Open 7 Days A Week! 
Mon-Fri 8a-8p, Sa 8a-3p & Su 9a-1p 

 $10 Off Your Next 

Office Visit 
*For existing hospital clients only.   

One coupon per client.  Cannot  

be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 1/31/2017 

FREE Exam for  

New Clients* 
*For new clients Only. One coupon 

per  client.  Cannot be combined 

with any other offer.  Expires 

1/31/2017 

Come see why we are different! 
"...Westfield Animal Hospital is a totally different 

atmosphere...So many times taking your animal to 

the vet is like going to a business. Here, it's truly 

about the animals and their humans. They're 

reasonably priced, offer boarding and day care, and 

really take the time needed to make sure both your 

pet and you thoroughly understand, and are okay 

with the course of action...Really a different 

attitude from anything I've ever seen in any 

Veterinarian practice...Thank you Westfield Animal 

Hospital." —S. Knight 

May all your wishes come true this 
wondrous season. 
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Joyous holiday 
wishes to  
you and your 
family …

from your good neighbor.

1101450.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ  07090
Bus: 908-233-9100

christine@christinecosenza.net

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski 

Presents 

 

 Back row: Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq. & Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) 

  Front row: Eva Uhrik, Esq. and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. 

 

5 Lawyers, 5 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates 

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including 

custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child 

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence, 

palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions 

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference 

 

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. 

340 North Avenue 

Cranford, New Jersey 07016 

(908) 272-0200 

www.dughihewit.com 

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

ATTORNEY

ESTATE PLANNING - WILLS AND TRUSTS.
DURABLE POWERS OF ATTORNEY

201 SOUTH AVE
WESTFIELD

654-8885

PROBATE AND ESTATE SETTLEMENT

DIVORCE LAW

ACCREDITED FAMILY LAW MEDIATOR

REAL ESTATE

Letters to the Editor

VISIT WITH THE MAYOR...Tamaques Junior Girl Scout Troop 40086 of
Westfield, led by Kristy Bassolino and Maria Marquet, meet November 1 with
Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky. The girls are working on earning their Govern-
ment Badge.

READY TO HELP...The graduates of a suicide intervention training class
offered by caring and crisis hotline Caring Contact of Westfield display their
certificates. The Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training (ASIST) class was
held December 3 and 4 at the RWJ Rahway Fitness and Wellness Center in
Scotch Plains. ASIST is an internationally-acclaimed interactive training pro-
gram in suicide first aid that provides participants with the tools to intervene in
the case of a suicide and create positive outcomes when dealing with someone
who is feeling suicidal. For information about future ASIST training, contact
janet.sarkos@caringcontact.org.

Jailed Journalist Census Shows
Worldwide Rise in 2016

From E&P Magazine, Rick Gladstone,
The New York Times. At least 259 jour-
nalists have been jailed around the world
this year, a press advocacy group re-
ported on Monday, the most since it be-
gan a detailed annual census of imprison-
ments in 1990.

The group, the Committee to Protect
Journalists, attributed the increase largely
to a surge of imprisonments in Turkey
after the failed military coup against Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan in July.

At least 81 journalists — almost a third
of the total — were incarcerated by the
Turkish authorities in relation to their
work, the group said in announcing the
2016 figures, “the highest number in any
one country at any time.”

Among those imprisoned were Mehmet
Baransu, a former columnist and corre-
spondent for the daily newspaper Taraf,
who was accused of obtaining secret docu-
ments, insulting the president and mem-
bership in a terrorist organization. He is
facing a maximum sentence of 75 years.

The committee also cited an Oct. 31
raid on the offices of Cumhuriyet,
Turkey’s oldest secularist daily newspa-
per, where at least a dozen journalists
were detained on accusations of produc-
ing propaganda for outlawed Kurdish

separatists and a banned organization run
by Fethullah Gulen, a cleric and political
rival of Mr. Erdogan’s.

Mr. Gulen, who lives in Pennsylvania,
has been accused by Turkish investiga-
tors of fomenting the attempted coup
against Mr. Erdogan, a charge that Mr.
Gulen has denied. The Turkish govern-
ment has said it wants the United States to
extradite him.

The 259 total for 2016 shattered the
previous global record of 232 journalists
imprisoned in 2012. Last year, 199 jour-
nalists were jailed, the group said.

After Turkey, the biggest jailers of
journalists were China, where at least 38
had been incarcerated as of Dec. 1; Egypt,
with 25; Eritrea, with 16; and Ethiopia,
with 14.

For the first time since 2008, Iran was
not among the top five jailers, the com-
mittee said, counting eight journalists in
Iranian prisons compared with 19 a year
earlier.

The group attributed the decline partly
to the release of many of those who had
been sentenced after a 2009 crackdown
following a disputed presidential elec-
tion.

Nonetheless, the Iranian authorities are
still imprisoning journalists for their work.

GOODHEARTED SCOUTS...Girl Scout Troops 41255, 40727 and 40918 from
Franklin Elementary School in Westfield come together with the American Legion
in Westfield and St. Joseph Social Service Center to create packages for United
States military troops and to collect warm clothes and accessories for children in
need.
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SHOPPING STARTS IN THE PAGES OF THIS NEWSPAPER

The Westfield Leader
The Scotch Plains – Fanwood 

TIMES
908-232-4407    sales@goleader.com

POINTS
in your 

favor …

Here are the points that pay off to you 
when you hitch your business to the 
proven salespower of advertising in the 
Leader/Times:

You reach people when they’re pre-
shopping … making decisions to BUY.

You get complete coverage of your 
market at lowest cost.

Your advertising will have “staying 
power” … referred to again and again 
… clipped out and consulted.

Your advertising will be “in good 
company” … partake of the confidence 
that our readers have in their favorite 
newspaper.

For more pay-off facts ... with figures … give us a call.

– Obituaries –

Jesse D. Weiss, 33
Jesse Dunlap Weiss, 33, died in

Chandler, Ariz., on Monday, De-
cember 5, 2016.

He was born on November 1,
1983, in Westfield, N.J. He was a
loving half-brother to Grant Weiss
and also is survived by his father,
Dan Weiss, and stepmother, Mary
Olive Smith, of Maplewood, and
his grandmother, Lucille Weiss.
Jesse was predeceased by his
mother, Rosemary Dunlap, and his
grandfather, Arthur Weiss.

A memorial service was held on
Sunday, December 11, at the
Preston Funeral Home in South
Orange. In lieu of flowers, contri-
butions can be made to
childsplaycharity.org.

December 15, 2016

Mary Louise Clarke, 86, Enjoyed
Family, Active In Many Groups

Mary Louise Clarke

Mary Louise Gardy Clarke, 86,
formerly of Westfield, more re-
cently of Madison, passed away on
Tuesday, November 29, 2016.

Born in Doylestown, Pa., Mary
Louise resided in
Westfield for over 37
years before moving to
Madison 12 years ago.
She graduated as Vale-
dictorian from
Doylestown High
School in 1948. She
earned her Bachelor of
Arts degree in Econom-
ics in 1952 from Vassar
College.

Mary Louise’s career
involved various posi-
tions, including man-
ager of Gardy’s Book-
store in Doylestown,
Pa., and working in the Accounting
Department at Lazarus Department
Store in Columbus, Ohio, in the
Investment Department at First Na-
tional Bank of Columbus in Co-
lumbus, Ohio, and in the Children’s
Department at the Westfield Me-
morial Library in Westfield.

Mary Louise also was a member
of the following organizations: Se-
nior Auxiliary of the Children’s
Specialized Hospital, the College
Women’s Club of Westfield, Epis-
copal Church Women, Westfield
Public Schools PTO, Friends of
the Westfield Memorial Library and
Jersey Hills Vassar Club.

Above all else, Mary Louise
loved spending time with family
and friends, traveling and reading.

Mary Louise is survived by her
loving husband, Stephen M. Clarke,
and her devoted daughter, Anne C.
Meyer, and her husband, Bill, of
Madison. She also is survived by

her beloved brother, A. Carter
Gardy, and his wife, Nancy, of
Doylestown, Pa., as well as her
cherished grandchildren, Mary
Ward Meyer and Kathryn Carter

Meyer, and her six nieces
and nephews.

A private service was
held at the Grace Episco-
pal Church in Madison,
followed by a private in-
terment at Buckingham
Friends Cemetery in
Lahaska, Pa. In lieu of
flowers, the family kindly
requests that memorial
donations be made to:
Grace Episcopal Church,
4 Madison Avenue, Madi-
son, N.J. 07940.

Arrangements were
under the care of

Burroughs, Kohr & Dangler Fu-
neral Home, Madison, N.J. 07940.

December 15, 2016

Gloria Abitante, 86, Longtime Nurse;
Active In Woman’s Club of Westfield

Gloria A. Abitante

Gloria Anne Abitante, 86, of
Westfield, N.J. and Bolton Land-
ing, N.Y., passed away
on Friday, December
2, 2016, at Robert
Wood Johnson Uni-
versity Hospital at
Rahway.

Born to Lillian and
George Schlobohm on
July 4, 1930, Gloria
grew up in Teaneck,
N.J., graduating from
high school in 1948.
She went on to train to
be a Registered Nurse
at Englewood Hospi-
tal School of Nursing
in Englewood, N.J. Her nursing
career included jobs working as an
RN for an international airline, pri-
vate practice physicians’ offices,
and finally at Robert Wood Johnson
University Hospital at Rahway,
where she worked and volunteered
for over 40 years.

Gloria married Peter Anthony
Abitante on May 1, 1960. Together
they raised two children, George
and Peter, in Westfield, N.J. She is
survived by her husband; George
and his wife, Patricia, of Colum-
bia, Md.; Peter and his wife, Yon

Han, of Upper Saddle River, N.J.,
and her five grandchildren, Miki,

Alissa,  Alexandra,
Kristen and Max.

Along with her family,
Gloria enjoyed countless
vacations to Lake
George, N.Y., camping in
the narrows in the earlier
years and staying in their
home in Bolton Landing,
N.Y., in the later years.
She was active in the
Woman’s Club of
Westfield, where she en-
joyed playing Bridge,
volunteering for service
projects, being involved

with the Art Group and writing
poems for the club’s monthly pub-
lication. Gloria was an adventur-
ous soul who loved to travel, took
on any challenge with gusto, and
considered every person she met a
friend.

In lieu of flowers, contributions
to the Smithsonian Institution in
her memory would be greatly ap-
preciated; Gloria read every issue
of the Smithsonian Magazine from
cover to cover.

December 15, 2016

Albert M. Scarinci, 74, Family Man;
Lifelong Scotch Plains Resident

Albert M. Scarinci, 74, passed away
peacefully on Friday, December 9,
2016, at his home in Scotch Plains.

Born in the Bronx, N.Y., Al was
a lifelong resident of Scotch Plains.
After graduating from Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, he
joined the family business —
Scarinci Brothers Furniture Refin-
ishing in Green Brook — and con-
tinued his love of woodworking as
a hobby after retiring. He had also
worked at General Motors in
Rahway. In his spare time, he en-
joyed golf, fishing and spending
time with his family at their sum-
mer home in South Seaside Park.

He is survived by his loving wife,
Eileen Scarinci; his son, Albert J.

Scarinci (and his wife, Judy); his
daughter, Regina; his sister, Marie
Cookie Evans, and his grandchildren,
Samantha, Katelynn, Allison, James,
Daniel and Joseph. He was prede-
ceased by four brothers, Thomas,
Michael, Joel and Danny Scarinci,
and his sister, Noreen McCallum.

Visitation and services were held
at Memorial Funeral Home in
Fanwood, with interment at Hill-
side Cemetery in Scotch Plains. In
lieu of flowers, donations may be
made to the Scotch Plains Rescue
Squad, P.O. Box 325, Scotch Plains,
N.J. 07076. For additional infor-
mation or to sign the guestbook,
visit fanwoodmemorial.com.

December 15, 2016

Josephine V. ‘Jo’ Saliola, 94,
Cherished Family and Friends

Josephine Saliola

Josephine V. “Jo” Saliola, 94, of
Westfield, passed away peacefully
on Saturday, December 3, 2016, at
her home, surrounded by
her loving family.

Born in New York City,
she was a lifelong resi-
dent of Westfield, gradu-
ating from Westfield High
School with the Class of
1940. Jo was a member of
the Westfield Civic Club
and the Westcot Club, a
group of seven women
whose friendship, which
began as teenagers in
1938, was sustained over
many decades. Signifi-
cantly, she cherished her
Italian-American heritage — and in
particular her Sicilian roots — be it
the arts and not least of all food. She
often ventured into New York City to
partake in a host of cultural activities
and, of course, dining. But most of all
she loved her family and valued the
company of friends.

Jo was employed by J.S. Irving &
Company, and later for many years by

R. Mannino & Sons, Inc., both of
Westfield. Her last employer was
Rudolph Faust, Inc., of Cranford.

She was predeceased by
her sister, Rosaria “Sally”
DeBella, in 1965. Surviv-
ing are a son, Gregory
Saliola, and a niece, Maria
DeBella.

A Mass of Christian
Burial was celebrated on
Tuesday, December 6, at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield, fol-
lowed by interment at Saint
Gertrude Cemetery in
Colonia, N.J. Arrangements
were under the direction of
Dooley Colonial Funeral

Home, 556 Westfield Avenue,
Westfield. To post a condolence to
the family, please visit
dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com.

For those wishing to make a memo-
rial contribution in Jo’s memory, they
should do so to the charity of their
choice.

December 15, 2016

Josephine Gilbert, 90, Had Taught
Science at Westfield High School

Josephine Gilbert

Josephine Richards Gilbert, for-
merly of Scarsdale, N.Y., Westfield,
N.J., and Seven Lakes, N.C., died
peacefully at St. Jo-
seph of the Pines
Health Center, South-
ern Pines, N.C., on
Thursday, December
8, at the age of 90. A
memorial service will
be held at The Seven
Lakes Chapel in the
Pines, Seven Lakes,
N.C., at 11 a.m., Fri-
day, December 16,
2016.

She is survived by
her loving husband of
67 years, Ralph L.
Gilbert; her two daughters and their
husbands, Margery and Denis
Finnin and Barbara and Kurt Josef
Schildknecht, and by one grand-
son, Henry W. Finnin. She was pre-
deceased by her son, James (Jer-
sey) Gilbert, who is survived by
his wife, Ellen Schultz.

Jo was born in New York City on
January 13, 1926. She graduated
in 1943 from Scarsdale High
School and in 1947 from Oberlin
College with a degree in zoology.
She was a homemaker, PTA presi-
dent, and, after earning an Master

of Arts degree from Montclair State
University, a passionate high school
science teacher for many years —

all in Westfield. She was
also a member of the Re-
deemer Lutheran Church
congregation, where she
was a dedicated choir
member.

After retirement, in
1987, Jo moved with her
husband to Seven Lakes,
N.C.,  where she re-
mained very active. She
served on the Board of
Directors of Seven Lakes
Chapel in the Pines,
where she also sang in
the choir. She was an ac-

tive member and president of the
local chapter of the American As-
sociation of University Women, and
was a member of the board of the
Moore County Chapter of the North
Carolina Symphony.

Her family suggests, in lieu of
flowers, that donations be made to
Oberlin College for the Josephine
Richards Gilbert Scholarship in the
Sciences, Office of Development,
50 West Lorain Street, Oberlin, OH
44074-1089.
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Mary Joan Gottlick, Was Beloved
Wife, Mother and Grandmother

Sally Vejnoska, 90, Had Taught
English at Westfield High School

Sally Vejnoska, a longtime Westfield
resident who helped educate and in-
spire several generations of students
as an English teacher at Westfield High
School, died on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 23, in Mill Valley, Calif. She had
recently relocated there to live with
and be surrounded by the love of fam-
ily members. She was 90.

Sally was born on August 4, 1926, in
South Amboy, N.J., to David and Sa-
rah Quinlan. One of five children, she
grew up under the watchful eye of her
father, who was the town’s police chief,
but never let that limit her reach or
curtail her exuberant spirit. She learned
to tap dance and discovered the joy of
burying her nose in books from an
early age. She was one of the first
women in her family to attend college,
graduating from Georgian Court Uni-
versity in Lakewood, N.J., in 1946.

In 1953, she married Lawrence W.
Vejnoska, a World War II veteran from
New York whom she’d met when he
came to the family home to drive her
younger brother to work. They moved
to Westfield and had three children
who were brought up in an atmosphere
of love, learning and infectious wit.
Through 56 years of marriage until his
death in 2009, Larry and Sally re-
mained happily engaged with each
other and the world at large, affection-
ately debating politics, the best place
to buy groceries and the fate of her
beloved New York Mets. (At one point,
she informed Larry that it would be
best if they watched the games in sepa-
rate rooms in their home.)

Earlier, as a young wife and mother,
Sally had thrown herself into family
and community activities, serving as
a Cub Scout den leader, president of
the McKinley School PTA and a de-
voted “swim, football, and baseball
mom.” But she’d always loved teach-
ing, and when the chance to teach
English at Westfield High School
arose, she eagerly accepted.

For 23 years, she broadened minds
in ways that far exceeded the stan-
dard curriculum. She managed to
make “The Scarlet Letter” and “Moby
Dick” feel fresh and relevant in her
classroom and she never thought her

job ended when the school day did:
She wrote countless college and job
recommendation letters, chaperoned
school trips to England, and didn’t
hesitate when a group of students
asked her to be the faculty advisor for
their newly formed heavy metal club.
The high esteem in which she was
held by her teaching colleagues was
evident when they elected her presi-
dent of the Westfield Education As-
sociation for several terms.

Sally retired from teaching in the
late 1980s, but was hardly idle: For
many years, she and Larry traveled the
world, making extended visits to Spain,
Italy, France, Morocco and, a particu-
lar favorite, the former Yugoslavia.
And most important, to California,
which was home to their adored grand-
children. She remained a devoted
member of the book club she’d helped
start decades earlier with some WHS
colleagues who went on to become her
lifelong friends. She loved and eagerly
anticipated trips into New York for
baseball games or Broadway shows
with daughter Jill. In Westfield, she
spent many happy hours with her niece,
Erin O’Brien Wistner, her husband,
Mark, and their daughters, Emily and
Katherine, whom she sneaked choco-
lates to as payment for helping to
decorate her Christmas tree and other
“chores.” And she never stopped root-
ing for the Mets or believing that they
were this close to winning another
World Series.

In addition to her husband, Larry,
Sally was predeceased in 1995 by her
beloved son, Mark. She is survived by
her son, Christopher, and his wife,
Jennifer Merriman, of Mill Valley,
Calif.; her daughter, Jill, of Atlanta,
Ga.; her grandson, Alex, his wife,
Ashley Colleen Vallandingham, and
their daughter, Rei, of Encino, Calif.;
her granddaughter, Sarah, of Sacra-
mento, Calif.; two brothers in Florida,
David Quinlan and Jack Quinlan (Sadie
Mae); and by numerous cherished
nieces, nephews and their children.

A memorial will be held in New
Jersey at a later date.
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Mary Joan Markey Gottlick of
Westfield passed away at home,
surrounded by loved ones, on Mon-
day, December 5, 2016.

Mary Joan was born
June 2, 1931 and was
the daughter of Edward
and Florence Markey.
Raised in Cranford, N.J.,
she graduated from
Cranford High School in
1949. She went on to
study at the Swedish In-
stitute for Physical
Therapy and graduated
on June 5, 1950. She
worked as a physical
therapist at St. Barnabas
Hospital in Newark, N.J.

Mary Joan married the
love of her life, Richard
Charles Gottlick, on July 17, 1954.
For the first three years of marriage
they lived in Cranford, where two

of their children were born. They
then moved to South Plainfield,
where four more children were born.
In 1963 they moved to Westfield,

where they continued to
reside and finished rais-
ing their nine children.

Along with her nine
children, Mary Joan had
22 grandchildren, two
great-grandchildren, and
one is on the way, due in
February. Mary Joan en-
joyed dancing, long walks
in the park and spending
loving time with her chil-
dren and grandchildren.

Mary Joan is survived
by her loving husband,
Dick; her children, Rich-
ard (Linda),  Jerome,

Annmarie Stancato (Vince), Mary
Joan Hurley (Vinny), Philip, Laura
Iarkowski (Ron), Irene McGrew
(Robert) and William (Chrisoula);
her sister, Eileen, and brother,
James. She is predeceased by her
son Eugene; her parents, Florence
and Edward Markey; her sisters,
Florence and Patsy, and her broth-
ers, Edward and William. She also
leaves behind numerous loving
relatives and friends.

The Funeral Mass was celebrated
on Monday, December 12, 2016, at
the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church of Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, memorial do-
nations can be sent in her name to
the Lupus Foundation of America,
New Jersey Chapter. Website:
www.lupusnj.org. Address: P.O.
Box 1184, Springfield, N.J. 07081.

Arrangements were by the
Dooley Colonial  Home, 556
Westfield Avenue, Westfield;
www.dooleyfuneralservice.com.
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DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

Service to Offer
 Healing and Hope

CRANFORD — The First Pres-
byterian Church, located at 11
Springfield Avenue, Cranford, in-
vites the community to attend its
Candelight Service of Healing and
Hope this Sunday, December 18,
at 6 p.m., in the sanctuary.

For many people, this Christ-
mas season may be difficult and
painful due to loss of any kind.
This service will feature prayer,
music and a candlelight remem-
brance for loved ones, as well as
an opportunity to gather in com-
munity to receive comfort.

A time of fellowship will follow the
service in the church library. For more
information about this event, call the
church office at (908) 276-8440.

Mary Joan Gottlick
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Menorah Lightings Among
Local Chanukah Events

WESTFIELD AREA — The
Union County Torah Center
(UCTC) has announced the dates
for local Menorah Lighting cer-
emonies. In Westfield, a menorah
lighting will be held on Sunday,
December 25, at 5 p.m., at the North
Avenue train station. The Cranford
Menorah Lighting will take place
across from the municipal building
near the gazebo on Wednesday,
December 28, at 6 p.m. Music,
refreshments and Chanukah gelt
will be available for all attendees.

The UCTC also is sponsoring
menorahs at the municipal build-
ings in Scotch Plains and
Mountainside.

Chanukah, the Festival of Lights,
begins on Saturday, December 24, at
sundown and continues through
Monday, January 1. Chanukah fo-
cuses largely on the meaning of civil
liberties and religious freedom and
has served as a source of this mes-
sage for nearly 22 centuries.

The center will host a Family
Chanukah Party on Tuesday, De-
cember 27, at 6:30 p.m., featuring
Simon and his Chanukah Show. A
traditional Chanukah dinner with
latkes, lasagna and baked ziti will
be included, along with Chanukah
crafts, games and gelt. The sug-
gested donation is $5 per person.
Sponsorships are available for
$180. Reservations are preferred
but not required. The Torah Center
is located at 111 Laurel Place,
Westfield.

The UCTC will  present a
Chanukah Story and Crafts Hour
on Thursday, December 15, at 6
p.m., at the Barnes & Noble store,
located at 1180 Raritan Road,
Clark. There is no fee for this pro-
gram. Reservations are preferred
but not required.

Additionally, the UCTC will
team up with The Home Depot,
located at 200 South Avenue,
Garwood, to offer a children’s
Menorah workshop this Sunday,
December 18. Open to the public
and free of charge, it will take place
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Chanukah
gelt and dreidels will be given to
all attendees. Materials for the
menorah will be provided courtesy
of the Home Depot. Reservations
are required for this program.

Together with the Chai Center in
Millburn, the UCTC will sponsor a
“Chanukah on Ice” event at the
Union Sports Arena, located on
Route 22 West next to Best Buy in
Union, on Saturday, December 24,
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Refreshments
will be served. The cost is $10 per
person, including skates. Reserva-
tions are not required.

The UCTC will  present a
Chanukah show to be aired on Sat-
urday, December 24, at 7:30 p.m.;
Tuesday, December 27, at 8 p.m.,
and Thursday, December 29, at 7
p.m., all on Comcast Cable Chan-
nel 96.

For more information or to reg-
ister for events, call (908) 789-
5252, e-mail info@torahcenter.org
or visit torahcenter.org.

Paul Sanner

PCW Names Paul Sanner
As Music Director/Organist
WESTFIELD — The Presbyterian

Church in Westfield recently hired
Paul Sanner as its new music director
and organist.

Mr. Sanner told the mu-
sic search committee that
he felt a calling to church
music. “Not everyone
gets to find their ‘thing’
in life. Music is that
‘thing’ that resonates with
me,” he explained.

In just the few weeks he
has been at the white
church at the corner of East
Broad Street and Moun-
tain Avenue, the members
of the Chancel Choir, hand
bell choir and the
children’s choirs can feel
the excitement he brings to the job.

“It is exciting to realize that church
is a place where there is a great learn-
ing opportunity to do great things
together. Caring for each other as
people, not abstract ideas, should be
our goal,” said Mr. Sanner. “I hope
that through our music, lives change
for the better at PCW.”

Mr. Sanner’s background in music
includes a Bachelor of Music in Pi-

ano Performance from Oberlin Col-
lege, Conservatory of Music; a Mas-
ter of Arts in Organ Performance from
Hunter College-City University of

New York and workshops
and a fellowship program
at Westminster Choir Col-
lege and Yale Institute of
Sacred Music.

His musical experience
includes being an organ-
ist for the Radio City
Music Hall Christmas
Spectacular since 2007
and a recitalist of organ,
piano duo, vocal/instru-
mentalist and trombone/
organ. He is an experi-
enced chorister with the
Tanglewood Festival

Chorus, the house chorus for the Bos-
ton Symphony Orchestra; New York
Choral Society and New York Cham-
ber Symphony Chorus. Additionally,
he plays the electric bass, string bass,
the acoustic guitar and cello.

Mr. Sanner and his wife, Kim Steele,
an executive in the Central Informa-
tion Department at CUNY, and their
two daughters, Brynn, 11, and Kyla,
7, live in north Jersey.

JOY TO THE WORLD...St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield invites the
public to attend its Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and January 1 services. The
Christmas Eve family service will take place at 4 p.m. on Saturday, December 24,
and will feature a pageant with children from the Sunday school program.
Pictured is a previous Christmas Pageant at the church.

St. Paul’s Church Reveals
Christmas Service Schedule
WESTFIELD — Trumpets, percus-

sion, organ and choir will usher in Christ-
mas at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church on
Saturday, December 24, at 10 p.m. Just
prior to this service, at 9:45 p.m., the
congregation is invited to sing favorite
carols with the parish choir led by Di-
rector of Music Charles M. Banks.

Brass quintet and percussion with
organ will be featured throughout the
service. Music to be heard includes
William Mathias’ anthem, “A Babe is
Born.” All are welcome to join this
festive celebration of the Nativity
through word, anthems and carols cul-
minating in the Christmas Eucharist.

The Reverend Nathan P. Ritter,
Priest-in-Charge, will deliver the
Christmas message. Assisting Fa-
ther Ritter will be the Reverend
John Neilson and the Reverend
Barbara Cawthorne Crafton.

Earlier in the day, a Family Eucha-
rist will feature the annual Christmas
Pageant with youngsters from the Sun-
day school program. This popular ser-
vice begins at 4 p.m. with Christmas
carols and the traditional enactment of
the Christmas story by the youth of the

parish. Additionally, both the primary
and junior choirs will sing special mu-
sic for the season. Attendees are en-
couraged to come early to get a seat
since this Eucharist is heavily attended.

For those looking for a quieter,
more reflective Christmas Eucha-
rist, the 10 a.m. Christmas Day
service is being offered. This ser-
vice of Carols and Homily on Sun-
day, December 25, will be led by
guest celebrant and preacher, the
Reverend Barbara Crafton.

The seasonal Christmas blessing
with carols and hymns will continue at
St. Paul’s on Sunday, January 1, cel-
ebrating the Feast of The Holy Name
of Jesus. Mother Barbara Crafton will
be the guest celebrant and preacher.

The community is invited to at-
tend any or all of the Christmas
services. Child care during the ser-
vices is provided as well.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is
located at 414 East Broad Street,
Westfield, across from the munici-
pal building. For more information,
call (908) 232-8506, extension no.
10, or go to stpaulswestfield.org.

Willow Grove Play to Cast
Spotlight on Homelessness

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Wil-
low Grove Presbyterian Church,
located at 1961 Raritan Road,
Scotch Plains, is highlighting the
reality of homelessness in Biblical
times and now. On the front lawn
of the church neighbors will notice
a nativity scene, showing Jesus born
in a stable, reflecting the phrase in
the Gospel of Luke, “There was no
room for them in the inn.”

Next to this traditional scene is a
tent, a grocery cart and an ice chest,
depicting a place a modern home-
less family in an urban area, or a
refugee family, may find shelter.
The sign between says, “No room
– then and now.”

Through this exhibit, the church
is highlighting the need for safe
and affordable housing for people
in Union County and around the
world so all people can be home
for Christmas.

This Sunday, December 18, at
the 10 a.m. worship service, a new
short play will be presented, en-
titled No Room – Then and Now,
written by Willow Grove Church
member Jon Finne. The play con-
trasts the story of Mary and Jo-
seph, who cannot find a place to
stay in Bethlehem, with a modern-
day couple, Mary and Joe, who
travel along Route 22 in New Jer-
sey and cannot find a place to stay
on Christmas night.

Adults and children of all ages
are invited to participate in this
walk-on Christmas drama. Follow-
ing the worship service, all are in-
vited to enjoy refreshments.

Also this Sunday, the community
is invited to donate new or gently-
used blankets of any size or mate-
rial. Donated blankets will be dis-

tributed to people in shelters and
temporary housing provided by
Family Promise, The Elizabeth Coa-
lition to House the Homeless, and
HomeFirst. Blankets also may be
dropped off at the church office
throughout December, Monday
through Friday.

The outdoor display, Christmas
drama and blanket collection project
are part of Willow Grove’s ongoing
involvement in ministries to reduce
and eliminate homelessness. The
church is a host congregation for
Family Promise. Four weeks a year,
it provides shelter, meals and pro-
grams for families experiencing
homelessness. Members and lead-
ers of Willow Grove Church also
are active in Refugee Assistance
Partners, a local interfaith group
committed to helping resettle Syr-
ian refugee families in the area. The
Willow Grove Church Mission
Committee also disperses funds to
organizations, including Habitat for
Humanity, to provide affordable
housing.

These special projects are part of
Willow Grove Church’s participa-
tion in the annual Union County
Homeless Sabbath sponsored by
Monarch Housing. Local agencies,
interfaith coalitions and congrega-
tions, including Community Access
Unlimited, Elizabeth Coalition to
House the Homeless, Family Prom-
ise of Union County, HomeFirst and
the Union County Interfaith Coor-
dinating Council will sponsor the
Homeless Sabbath Friday through
Sunday, December 16 to 18, on be-
half of all people who are homeless
in Union County. For more infor-
mation, visit monarchhousing.org/
homeless-sabbath-2016.

SEEKING A HOME...The Willow Grove Presbyterian Church in Scotch Plains
highlights the parallels between Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem with
displaced families experiencing homelessness today.

Fanwood Presby. Invites
All to Holiday Services

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church invites all to attend
its services and programs. From Sun-
day, December 18, to Sunday, Janu-
ary 8, the church will feature com-
bined holiday services at 10:30 a.m.

On Christmas Eve, Saturday, De-
cember 24, the church will have two
services. The Family Service will be at
5 p.m., with children 4 years old to
fifth grade presenting a Christmas pag-
eant. The Candlelight Communion
Service will begin at 8:30 p.m. with
special music under the direction of
Marcello Velame, featuring the Sanc-
tuary Choir and a string quartet.

The church also invites young
people in grades 5 to 8 to join the new
Sunday evening Bible Study, Board
Games and Basketball Program. It is
held in the Dining Room and in
Westminster Hall beginning at 6:30
p.m. Participants are asked to enter
the gym from Marian Avenue and to
call the church for the holiday and
January schedule.

The Fanwood Presbyterian Church
is located at 74 S. Martine Avenue. For
more information or directions, call
the church office at (908) 889-8891, e-
mail admin@fanwoodpc.org or check
the website at fanwoodpc.org.

Library to Present
Download Instruction
SCOTCH PLAINS — The

Scotch Plains Public Library will
offer instruction to individuals on
Friday, December 16, at 10 a.m.,
on how to use their library card to
download ebooks and audiobooks
with eLibraryNJ and RBdigital;
read digital  magazines with
Flipster, and stream and download
music with Freegal on their
smartphone or tablet.

Individuals will need to bring
their library card, their fully-
charged device and any passwords
needed to download apps. Advance
registration is required as space is
limited.

For more information or to reg-
ister for the program, e-mail
library@scotlib.org, call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, or
stop by the Reference Desk. For
more information on all library
programs, visit scotlib.org.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue, in the
center of the township.

Family
Investors
Company
265 South Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

Visit us on the Web at www.familyinvestors.com
908-322-1800

Member FINRA & SIPC

CALL TODAY FOR A COPY OF
OUR FREE NEWSLETTER

“FAMILY MATTERS”

May the peace and joy of the

holiday season remain with you

through the coming year.

Merry Christmas and

Happy Hanukkah

from our “Family” to yours.

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEY

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

GIVING THANKS...Third-grade students at Congregation Beth Israel’s Reli-
gious School in Scotch Plains participated in a family education program about
Thanksgiving on November 20. Along with their parents, they decorated black-
boards on which they wrote what they were thankful for daily. Students also
pasted the Hebrew words Modeh Ani (translated as “I am thankful”) onto their
blackboards so they could draw connections between the Thanksgiving holiday
and the Modeh Ani prayer that Jews recite each morning. Pictured are third
graders Eitan and Yael Klieger with their father, Dov Ben-Shimon.

Hearing Soc. Classes
To Resume Jan. 12

WESTFIELD — The Speech Read-
ing classes sponsored by the Hearing
Society on Thursday mornings at the
First Baptist Church of Westfield will
not be held on December 22 and 29
and January 5.

Classes will resume on Thursday,
January 12, at 10:30 a.m., under the
direction of speech pathologist Mor-
gan Orlowski of Westfield.

For more information about the
Hearing Society and its activities, con-
tact Alice Knecht at (908) 688-8241
(voice) or alirobkn@aol.com (e-mail).

New Chess Club Set
To Begin in January
SCOTCH PLAINS — A new chess

club, open to Scotch Plains and
Fanwood residents, will start on
Wednesday, January 11, from 6 to
7:30 p.m., at the Scotch Plains Public
Library.

Errol Singh of the Chatham Day
School and ChessmatesNJ will serve
as chess master for the program and
will determine tournament play.

Since the program is sponsored by
public donations to the library, par-
ticipation will be free to all club mem-
bers. Sessions will meet twice a month.
The schedule is available on the
Scotch Plains Public Library’s
website, scotlib.org. Participants also
may register individually on the
website. The library is located at 1927
Bartle Avenue, one block from Park
Avenue, in the center of the township.

Peter Kalellis Pens Book of Inspiration and Joy

WESTFIELD — This is truly a
great book, most appropriate reading
for the holidays. Dr. Kalellis, a
Westfield psychotherapist, marriage
and family therapist, provides read-
ers with insights that inspire and bring
peace and lasting joy into our lives. It
can be an ideal present for young

Finding God’s Presence in Our Life
adults or older persons. Available at
book stores or at Amazon. The author
can be reached by e-mail:
kalellis717@verizon.net or by phone:
(908) 232-6118.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin
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JUST LISTED

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

VARSITY LADY BLUE DEVILS...Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Nicolina Albano, Casey Popowski and Jenna Iorio;
back row, Danielle Rinaldi, Lily Maz, Sam Stravach, Shannon Devitt, Lauren Sgro and Molly Ryan.

WICHELNS, WILLIAMSON ARE RETURNING STARTERS

Cougars Believe They Will Be
A Surprise in Girls Basketball

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LADY COUGAR CAGERS...Pictured, left to right, are: bottom row; Shanearay Wilkins, Ellie Rokicki, Olivia Speer,
Caroline Kelly and Charlotte VanWhy; top row, Samantha Curanovic, Lauren Williamson, Camryn Wichelns, Lauren
Santarelli, Brianna Scotti, Lauren Infante and Caroline McCaffery.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Vast improvement over the course
of the season led to the first Union
County Tournament (UCT) champi-
onship since 2006 for the Cranford
High School girls basketball team
that began with a 1-3 record and fin-

ished with a 15-9 record. But with the
graduation of several super seniors,
which included Cerys MacLelland and
Lindsay Pace, the Lady Cougars must
fill the vacancies and meld as a team.

“Last year’s group we started off
very slow then something just clicked.
Once we started going, it went from

there. We talked a lot about if we work
hard, we play with our heart and we
hustle, we are going to be unstop-
pable and that’s what we did,” Cougar
Head Coach Jackie Dyer recalled. “I
always stress, ‘How do you want to be
remembered? Do you want to be re-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

DEVITT, RINALDI, RYAN, ELLIOTT RETURNING STARTERS

Lady Blue Devil Cagers Look
To Capitalize on Close Games

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Circumstances placed last year’s
Westfield High School girls basket-
ball team into a situation where un-
derclassmen were called upon to com-
pete at the varsity level for the first
time. The Lady Blue Devils finished
with a 9-16 record but were on the
short side of several very close games.

This season with that added experi-
ence, the Lady Blue Devils look to
capitalize on those close games.

In addition to a very close loss to
Hunterdon Central early in the season
last year, the Lady Blue Devils expe-
rienced three stinging setbacks later
to very highly touted teams beginning
with a 44-40, triple overtime loss to
West Morris Central on January 21. A

few games later, the Blue Devils trailed
New Providence by 16 points at half-
time but rallied to knot the score, 36-
36, to force overtime only to lose to
the Pioneers in the extra period.

The biggest burn, however, came
against the Cranford Cougars, the
eventual Union County Tournament
champions. The Blue Devils held a

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Union County Wrestling Preview
Will be in December 22 Edition
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Trio Broke
20 School Records

OK, everybody knows records are
made to be broken. But three seniors
on this year’s WHS football team
took things to another level. They
literally shredded the record book.

For over 100 years football has
been the school’s Alpha sport – al-
though the boys swimming and tennis
teams might debate that. WHS is the
fifth winningest football program in
New Jersey history with 621 victo-
ries, with 17 undefeated teams and 12
more teams with just a single loss.
And there have been 16 state cham-
pion teams, four during the playoff
era, including 2015 and ’16.

Breaking a WHS record in any sport
is a really big deal. This fall quarter-
back Phil Martini, wide receiver Jack
Shirk and kicker Mike Moriarty
smashed 20 of them.

Here is the breakdown:
  * * *
Martini set 10 passing records:

Completions in a season, 123;
Completions in a career, 174; Yards
in a game, 248; Yards in a season,
1,624; Yards in a career, 2,341; 200-
yard games in a season, 4; 200-yard
games in a career, 5; Touchdowns in
a game, 4 (tied with several); Touch-
downs in a season, 22; Touchdowns
in a career, 28

He also was second for comple-
tions in a game (18, the record is 19),
attempts in a season (202) and at-
tempts in a career (282)

Along the way he passed Joe
Monninger, Dave Brown, Sam
Mitchell and Bobby Dougherty, all
Westfield Athletic Hall of Famers.

“It’s pretty cool, and a little bit
shocking, to even be on a list with all
those great players from our history,”
Martini said. “We probably would
have been more of a running team this
year, like last year with (Jack) Curry
... then Matt (Varano) and Ish (Glasco)
went down. But we’re used to passing
the ball a lot since our PAL days, and
it was the same guys – Jack, Kyle
(Dombrowski) and Mike.”

The 6-foot-2, 205-pound Martini –
he is a triplet with sisters Caroline and
Sophie and also has younger siblings
Nick (a freshman halfback) and Nina
who are twins – finished his career
with a 17-0 record as a starter. He was
5-0 as a junior and 12-0 this year.
Those numbers are matched in the
modern era only by Monninger, who
went 17-0-1 during the 1969 and 1970
seasons. (Dougherty, a single-wing
tailback, was 26-4 in 1944-45-46.)

“Joe Monninger … ” Martini said,
looking at a list of school records.
“He played when, 1970? Wow, that’s
a long time ago.”

  * * *
Shirk set seven receiving records:

Receptions in a game, 9 (tied with
several); Reception in a career, 93;
Receiving yards in a game, 203; Re-
ceiving yards in a season, 807; Re-
ceiving yards in a career, 1,415;
Touchdown receptions in a season,
11; Touchdown receptions in a ca-
reer, 17

The only receiving records Shirk
didn’t break were Pete Ondi’s 51 re-
ceptions in 2011 (he had (48) and
TDs in a game (four; he had three).

“Our offense involves a lot of pass-

J.B. Raymond for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The senior record-breaking trio of (from left) Jack Shirk, Mike Moriarty and Phil
Martini smashed 20 school records.

ing, and I got to play some slot (re-
ceiver) as a sophomore, me and JD
(Marner),” said Shirk, who had 7
catches for 97 yards and a TD that
year. “And Phil and I have been to-
gether a long time, since PAL days.”

Losing two great runners this fall
put more of an emphasis on the pass-
ing game. Then losing Moriarty put
even more on the 5-11, 170-pound
Shirk’s shoulders.

“People had to step up and fill in,”
Shirk said. “Tom (Fuccillo) and Adam
(McDaniel) stepped up when Mike
went down.”

Shirk’s numbers are even more
impressive when you consider he suf-
fered a knee injury against Ridge in
the fourth game of his junior year. It
required regular draining, the most
recent coming a couple days prior to
the state final.

“It was a crazy experience with all
the injuries,” Shirk said, “but ulti-
mately a good one.”

Shirk reportedly will return to the
lacrosse team this spring after two

years off. But he wouldn’t commit to
playing football in his to-be-an-
nounced college, saying, “we’ll see.”

“But I already am missing foot-
ball,” Shirk said, gazing into the late-
afternoon dusk at cold, windswept
Kehler Stadium. “It was pretty sad
handing in all my stuff.”

  * * *
Moriarty set three kicking/scoring

records: Career PAT conversions, 105;
Field goals in a single season, 8; Ca-
reer kicking points, 150

He also finished one behind Jon
Gribbin’s record for career field goals,
16-15. And he trailed K.C.Knobloch by
just two for single-season PATs, 51-49.

The 5-11, 175-pounder was also an
outstanding receiver (7 TD catches
and 1 TD run) before tearing his ACL
early in the Bayonne playoff game.

Amazingly, Moriarty finished tied
with Ricardo Johnson for No. 7 in all-
time career points with 198. The only
people ahead of him are Glen Kehler
(349), Rick McGinley (276), Jack
Curry (234), Lee Waring (228), Butch
Woolfolk (206) and Bobby Dougherty
(200). All of them are Hall of Famers
except 2016 grad Curry, who isn’t

eligible until 2026. And if Moriarty
hadn’t torn his ACL early in the sev-
enth game, he probably would’ve
ended up at No. 5.

“Those numbers are all pretty sur-
prising,” Moriarty said. “I mean, I
didn’t expect to ever be a really good
kicker. But maybe it’s not that sur-
prising when you consider how great
our team has been. We’ve done a lot
of scoring, so there were plenty of
(PAT) kicks to be made.”

EXPERT ANALYSIS
Rick Sampson was a legendary two-

way guard on the 1975-76-77 WHS
football teams. The Kennett Square,
Pa., resident was inducted last month
into the Westfield Athletic Hall of
Fame.

He was at MetLife Stadium Dec. 3
when WHS defeated Bridgewater-
Raritan, 15-13, to win its second
straight state sectional title and run its
winning streak to 25. On Dec. 3, 1977
Sampson’s Blue Devils defeated un-
beaten Newark Barringer, 33-12, to
win their second straight title and run

their winning streak to 21. He seemed
qualified to comment on the current
team.

“I spent a lot of time isolating on the
defensive line,” Sampson said. “Who-
ever is coaching the D-line is doing a
really good job. Those kids play like
they are going to get every tackle on
every play.

“They are really quick off the ball.
They didn’t know the snap count but
they were consistently beating
Bridgewater’s line off the ball. They
had terrific gang-tackling and real
good backside pursuit. They never
considered themselves out of the play.
And they were usually in good posi-
tion to make a tackle if and when the
ball carrier cut back or reversed field.
(Owen) Kessler did this very well.

“It had been a long time since I
attended a Westfield game,” Sampson
said. “It was just like I remember it …
Westfield wins … undefeated season
… state champs. The offense was
great, too. They had some long drives
that used up lots of clock. I really
enjoyed it. It brought back a lot of
special memories of my days at
Westfield.”

‘KEEP PLAYING TOUGH’
WHS vs. Bridgewater-Raritan ...

huge crowd … the biggest public
school game of the entire Champion-
ship Weekend.

Juandre House, starting just his
fourth game due to injuries, had just
fumbled the ball away. He stood be-
hind the bench, away from the rest of
the team. A voice from the crowd
shouted, “Juandre,” “House.” The 5-
7, 140-pound junior turned and trot-
ted toward the stands.

The voice was Jack Curry’s. The
record-breaking runner on the last
three WHS teams, wearing his State
Champions letter jacket, leaned over
to fist-bump House and …

“I just told him to keep playing
tough and not let the crowd and atmo-
sphere affect how he plays,” Curry
said. “I told him that last year the
juniors played a huge role in us win-
ning and if they wanted to repeat as
champs that they would have to do the
same thing again. Thankfully that
reigned true”

IN PASSING
Paul Migliozzi passed away Nov.

30 at age 86. As a senior he was the
blocking back for Hall of Famers
Rick McGinley and Sam Mitchell on
a 9-1 team in 1948.

Mary Joan Gottlick, “the first lady
of WHS wrestling,” passed away Dec.
5 at age 85. She was the wife of
longtime WHS father and superfan
Dick Gottlick, and the mother of nine,
including WHS wrestlers Rich, Jerry,
Phil and Will, and divers Annmarie
(captain of WHS’s first girls swim
team) and Mary Joan.

Greg Lake passed away Dec. 7 at
age 69. He was co-founder of pro-
gressive rock giants King Crimson,
and Emerson, Lake and Palmer.

LcCORTE, GAGUM, McDANIEL — VARSITY EXPERIENCE

Blue Devil Boys Searching
For New Basketball Identity

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Crowds packed the Westfield High
School gym nearly every time co-
captains Nick Mele, Owen Murray
and Parker Hess, along with Jelani
Pierre, led the Blue Devil boys bas-
ketball team onto the court last year.
Competing in probably the toughest
county in the state, the team finished
with an 18-9 record but this year’s
Blue Devil boys with only one return-
ing starter are seeking a new identity.

“Obviously we graduated a lot of
guys. To me, it’s not something that I
really worry about. It’s my sixth year
here now and we’ve taken a lot of
pride in this program not just one or
two teams,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Daryl Palmieri said. “We expect guys
to come in and fill in these roles now.
Obviously I don’t expect them to be
these guys we had last year. They got
to find their own identity.”

The only returning starter from last
year, senior Matt LaCorte could very
well be a contender to surpass Hess’
career 3-point record. Last season, he
led the team with 67 3-pointers to
finish with 288 points. He added 27
assists and defensively, he had 71
rebounds, 43 steals, 35 deflections
and a team-leading 25 blocks. This
season opponents’ eyes will be focus-
ing on him.

“I think we will be very competi-
tive. We have LaCorte coming in who
we think will be one of the best shoot-
ers in Union County and in the area.
He’s going to score a lot,” Coach
Palmieri promised.

Junior Adam McDaniel, fresh off
savoring the football team’s North 2,
Group 5 championship, had some
varsity experience last year and con-
tributed 33 points, 21 rebounds, nine
assists, six steals and six deflections.

“Adam, I’m expecting big things
from because he got that experience
last year. That’s going to help him and
having this nice football season has
helped him too in gaining confidence,”
Coach Palmieri said.

Two other seniors and members of
the state championship football team,

Jeff Gagum and Phil Martini, are ex-
pected to offer leadership.

“Phil Martini is a streaky shooter. He
can definitely fill a hole for us. Jeff is a
senior, Matt is a senior, he is a senior.
Hopefully they can show some good
leadership. With the teams out there
that we play, we can’t afford to play
young,” Coach Palmieri cautioned.

A lot of Coach Palmieri’s attention
has been focused on the progress of
underclassman Marshall Roberson.

“I’m giving Marshall Roberson a
shot at helping. He’s got that Nick
Mele flair that we had in the past. He’s
undersized. He knows that but it’s
something we are working on how he
can use his size to his advantage
against bigger and quicker oppo-
nents,” Coach Palmieri said. “He’s
learning. We saw the other day and
he’s a little bit better today. Marshall
is a guy I expect to grow each day and
hopefully be a point guard for us for
the future.”

Junior Chris Wagner will see some
time inside as well as junior Mark
Natiello, a kid who played JV for
two years.

“He played pretty well today.
There’s a lot of things that he needs to
improve on. He helps us. He’s got
good size for a guard,” commented

Coach Palmieri.
Others in contention for a starting

varsity role are Dylan Jackson, Tristan
Quallis, Mike Leniart, Luke Spellman,
Chris Marner and Rob Norris.

“The rest of the guys it’s going to be
kind of a mix. We are going to use
some guys, who saw some varsity
minutes last year. We are going to use
some guys, who played some JV min-
utes like Dylan Jackson, a junior,
should play a lot of minutes for us,”
Coach Palmieri said.

With just a few scrimmages so far,
Coach Palmieri said, “We are not
where we want to be yet. We went out
and played St. Anthony’s because we
wanted to see where we are at. We
wanted to challenge ourselves. A lot
of these guys were a little shell shocked
because none of them has had that
varsity experience but we hope to
grow from that.”

The Blue Devil boys, seeking their
new identity, will be cast right into the
fire when they face Linden at Union
High School this Friday, December
16, at 5:45 p.m. then next they will
host St. Mary’s on Tuesday, Decem-

ber 20, at 4 p.m.
“It’s going to take a little while to

see what kind of rotation we are going
to have. Last year I pretty much knew
what our rotation was going to be. I
made it clear to these guys that it’s
pretty wide open this year. Outside of
Matt LaCorte, nobody has locked up
a position. We have some guys who
should be but that remains to be seen,”
Coach Palmieri said.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16005045

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-004204-16

Plaintiff: JAMES B. NUTTER AND COMPANY
VS.
Defendant: RITA GALLAGHER, HER HERIS,

DEVISEES, AND PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVES AND HIS/HER,THEIR, OR ANY OF THEIR
SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, NEW
CENTURY FINANCIAL SERVICES

Sale Date: 01/11/2017
Writ of Execution: 08/31/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Sixty-One Thousand Seven Hundred Thirty-Two
and 60/100*** $361,732.60.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
MUNICIPALITY: Township of Scotch Plains.
COUNTY: UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY.
STREET & STREET NO: 1805 Front Street.
TAX BLOCK AND LOT:
BLOCK: 1001, LOT: 60.
DIMENSIONS OF LOT: 285.78 feet x 87.94

feet.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: 249.10 feet from

Center line of Flanders Avenue.
SUPERIOR INTERESTS (if any):
US Bank Cust for BVOO1 Trust & Creditors

holds a tax sale certificate in the amount of
$552.73 as of 12/09/2015.

SCOTCH PLAINS TWP- 2015 TAXES-
CHARGE BACK holds a claim for taxes due and/
or other municipal utilities such as water and/or
sewer in the amount of $250.00 as of 09/02/
2016.

SCOTCH PLAINS TWP- TAXES- QTR #2, #3,
#4- 2016 holds a claim for taxes due and/or other
municipal utilities such as water and/or sewer in
the amount of $6184.67 as of 09/02/2016.

SCOTCH PLAINS TWP- SEWER ACCT holds
a claim for taxes due and/or other municipal
utilities such as water and/or sewer.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Seventy-One
Thousand Eight Hundred Eighteen and 75/100***
$371,818.75 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
POWERS KIRN - COUNSELORS
728 MARINE HIGHWAY
PO BOX 848 - SUITE 200
MOORESTOWN, NEW JERSEY 08057
(856) 802-1000
4 T - 12/15, 12/22, 12/29/16
& 01/05/17 Fee: $206.04

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16004915

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-008187-15

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK TRUST N.A. AS TRUSTEE
FOR LSF9 MASTER PARTICIPATION TRUST

VS.
Defendant: RAYMOND DENTE AND

CHRISITNE DENTE, HUSBAND AND WIFE,
CITIBANK, N.A. AND EXPRESS TRADE CAPI-
TAL, INC.

Sale Date: 01/04/2017
Writ of Execution: 06/15/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Nine Hundred
Ninety-Two Thousand Ninety-Seven and 58/
100*** $992,097.58.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of WESTFIELD in the County of UNION
and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 935 Sedgewick Court,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

Municipality: Town of Westfield.
Lot and Block: Lot 54.02, Block 306.
Approximate dimensions: 102.00 x 88.23 x

18.83 x 125.00 x 104.00 Feet irregular.
Nearest cross street: Prospect Street.
Total Upset:  **One Million Seventeen Thou-

sand Nine Hundred Fifty-Four and 08/100***
$1,017,954.08 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
BUCKLEY MADOLE, P.C.
99 WOOD AVENUE SOUTH
SUITE 803
ISELIN, NEW JERSEY 08830
(732) 902-5399
4 T - 12/08, 12/15, 12/22
& 12/29/16 Fee: $165.24

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16004901

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-004746-15

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK CUST/EMPIRE V
VS.
Defendant: GOVERMENT SECURITY COM-

PANY, JANE CARRO TIBONI, AMPER
POLITZINER & MATTIA LLP, FIDELITY AND
DEPOSIT COMPANY OF MARYLAND A/K/A
ZURICH NORTH AMERICA, UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA, JANET TIBONI, ESQ, EXECU-
TRIX OF THE ESTATE OF S. JAMES
PAPANDREA, JANET M. PAPANDREA, JANICE
LYNN PAPANDREA, JOHN DOE, HUSBAND
OF JANICE LYNN PAPANDREA, SAID NAME
JOHN DOE BEING FICTITIOUS, JESSICA RAE
PAPANDREA-RIZKALLA, PNC BANK NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION, SCHENCK PRICE
SMITH & KING LLP, APRUZZESE
MCDERMOTT MAESTRO & MURPHY PC A/K/
A APRUZZZESE MCDERMOTT MASTRO &
MURPHY, PC PATRICK BARD, BAYWAY LUM-
BER, STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Sale Date: 01/04/2017
Writ of Execution: 07/28/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Eighteen Thou-
sand Eight Hundred Seventy-Four and 91/100***
$18,874.91.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of WESTFIELD in the County of UNION
and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 402 ELMER STREET 5,
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY.

Tax LOT 3, BLOCK 3207.
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 57 feet

wide by 100 feet long
Nearest Cross Street: Situate on the intersec-

tion of South side of New Street and the West
side of Elmer Street South.

All liens and encumbrances known (actual
and constructive) that exist against the property,
with the approximate amount of such lien(s) and
encumbrances.

Sheriff sale subject to:
2015 open taxes in the approximate amount of

$2,955.57.
2016 open taxes in the approximate amount of

$2,955.57.
Totaling: $5,911.14 plus possible subsequent

taxes, charges, interest and penalties.
Total Upset:  **Twenty Thousand Nine Hun-

dred Sixty-Six and 51/100*** $20,966.51 together
with lawful interest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 ROUTE 46 WEST
DENVILLE, NEW JERSEY 07834
(973) 586-2300
4 T - 12/08, 12/15, 12/22
& 12/29/16 Fee: $220.32

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16004953

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-000183-16

Plaintiff: HSBC BANK USA, N.A. AS TRUSTEE
FOR THE REGISTERED HOLDERS OF ACE
SECURITIES CORP. HOME EQUITY LOAN
TRUST, SERIES 2005-HE2, ASSET BACKED
PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES

VS.
Defendant: CLARK REIHARD, A/K/A CLARK

REINHARD, NANCY REINHARD, AMERICAN
EXPRESS CENTURION BANK

Sale Date: 01/04/2017
Writ of Execution: 07/27/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Million One
Hundred Thirteen Thousand Five Hundred Sev-
enteen and 50/100*** $1,113,517.50.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Westfield, County of Union, State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 304
South Euclid Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey
07090.

TAX LOT #: 9, BLOCK #: 3111.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 100 x 150.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Saint Marks

Avenue.
SUBJECT TO ANY OPEN TAXES, WATER/

SEWER, MUNICIPAL OR TAX LIENS THAT
MAY BE DUE.

PRIOR MORTGAGES AND/OR JUDG-
MENTS: N/A

Total Upset:  **One Million One Hundred Forty
Thousand Six Hundred Sixty-One and 28/100***
$1,140,661.28 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
UDREN LAW OFFICES, P.C.
111 WOODCREST ROAD
WOODCREST CORPORATE CENTER
SUITE 200
CHERRY HILL, NEW JERSEY 08003
(856) 669-5400
4 T - 12/08, 12/15, 12/22
& 12/29/16 Fee: $181.56

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16005000

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-033504-13

Plaintiff: HSBC BANK, N.A., AS TRUSTEE,
ON BEHALF OF THE CERTIFICATE HOLD-
ERS OF THE DEUTSCHE ALT-A SECURITIES,
INC. MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH CERTIFI-
CATES, SERIES 2007-AB1

VS.
Defendant: DAWN M. NARDONE AND

GUISEPPE A. NARDONE, HER HUSBAND
Sale Date: 01/11/2017
Writ of Execution: 08/31/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred Thirty-
Seven Thousand Seven Hundred Seventy-Four
and 05/100*** $637,774.05.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Westfield, County of Union, State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 1155
Central Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

TAX LOT # 12, BLOCK # 4912.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Harrow Road.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 80 X 172.
The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and

assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.

All interested parties are to conduct and rely
upon their own independent investigation to as-
certain whether or not any outstanding interests
remain of record and/or have priority over the lien
being foreclosed and, if so, the current amount
due thereon. **If the sale is set aside for any
reason, the Purchaser at the sale shall only be
entitled to a return of the deposit paid. The
Purchaser shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.**

Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Sixty-Six Thou-
sand Four Hundred Seventy and 35/100***
$666,470.35 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
MILSTEAD & ASSOCIATES, LLC
1 EAST STOW ROAD
MARLETON, NEW JERSEY 08053
(856) 482-1400
4 T - 12/15, 12/22, 12/29/16
& 01/05/17 Fee: $191.76

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RETURNING VETERANS...The Blue Devils return one varsity starter and two who have had ample floor time. Pictured,
left to right, are: junior Adam McDaniel and seniors Matt LaCorte and Jeff Gagum.

David B. Corbin (January 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GREAT ON DEFENSE...Blue Devil senior Jeff Gagum, center, will bring his
defensive skills from football field to the basketball court this winter.
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

WUSTEFELD, CANNON, PALAZZOLA TO LEAD RAIDERS

SPF Raider Wrestlers Return
Experienced Underclassmen

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Good numbers and the return of
two talented athletes, who were in-
jured last year, could place the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School wres-
tling team on the right track to suc-
cess this season. Although the Raid-
ers have no seniors projected in the
starting lineup, they have a sizeable
number of experienced sophomores
and juniors.

“We lost a great senior class last
year but we are returning a lot. I think
we have nine returners from last year,
which makes us still young because
there were juniors and sophomores in
the lineup, guys with experience,”
Raider Head Coach Marc Fabiano
said. “We have a lot of guys, who
trained with the philosophy of last
year’s team.”

Last year the Raiders placed sec-
ond in the District 11 Tournament and
finished with a 12-9 regular-season
record. Additionally, the Raiders had
one district champion and qualified
five matmen for the Region 3 Tour-
nament with one qualifying for the
NJSIAA Tournament in Atlantic
City (AC).

Sam Wustefeld, now a junior,
placed third in the Region 3 Tour-
nament to qualify for AC at 170-
lbs and was selected the Outstand-
ing Wrestler when he won the Dis-
trict 11 title last year.

“He’s been a leader on the team
from the start. We are pushing him
and trying to keep up with his own
pace because he is constantly push-
ing himself to get better. After last
year’s run in regions, placing third
and making it to states, it was an
incredible journey. I think that set
the tone for his work ethic to come
in here stronger, in shape, condi-
tioned and ready to do bigger
things,” Coach Fabiano said.

What has been even more im-
pressive was the depth and talent
of his weight class last year but
Wustefeld was able to defeat a
tough competitor, who defeated
him in the county tournament, then
went on to knock off the UCT
champion in the regional tourna-
ment.

“He is one of those wrestlers that is
able to stay calm under pressure and
stay focused. That is a true skill that
he has. That mental toughness,” Coach
Fabiano pointed out.

Two talented wrestlers that Coach
Fabiano would have liked to have
used last year but were sidelined all
season are back and ready to go. Jun-
ior Jack Cannon, who placed second
in the district at 120-lbs as a fresh-
man, is expected to fill the 138-lb
spot. Junior Nick Palazzola, a JV
champion his freshman season, is
expected to fill the 152-lb slot.

“I am expecting big things from
them this year. They are thinking big
things for themselves. Nick Palazzola
can’t wait for the first varsity match
and neither can Jack. Both of them
had season-ending injuries. Two tal-
ented wrestlers that would have been
successful last year. They were non-
stop training throughout the off-sea-
son and conditioned to make sure
they are healthy and ready to go.
Working with Sam, those three work
together in the room,” Coach Fabiano
revealed.

Junior Justin Sidebottom, who
placed third in the district at 113-lbs
and finished with a 13-15 record, will
compete at 120-lbs this season. Jun-
ior Mike Fleck will fill the 113-lb slot
and junior Jacob Perone will compete
at 126-lbs.

“Justin Sidebottom, Jacob Perone
and Mike Fleck are constantly in the
room helping, teaching each other,”
Coach Fabiano said.

Junior Mike Ramos, who placed
third in the district at 152-lbs last
year, has dropped to fill the 145-lb
slot. Sophomore Alex Oslislo, who
was a tough running back on the foot-
ball team this fall, was also tough last
year at 145-lbs. This season, Oslislo
has jumped up to 160-lbs. Junior

Bobby Mount, who competed at 285-
lbs last year and finished 13-16, will
remain in that class this season.

“Alex Oslislo, Bobby Mount are
two I feel are going to surprise people
this year. Their work ethics are un-
matched. I think their names get put
aside when coaches look at them but
I expect them to do real well,” Coach
Fabiano said.

Junior Zach Fleischman will com-
pete at 170-lbs, sophomore Ed Smith
will wrestle 195-lbs and junior Liam
Hickey is expected to fill the 220-lb
slot. Sophomore Mateo Velez will

compete at 132-lbs and freshman Jake
Rigney will wrestle 106-lbs.

“We have a tough schedule. We
have three tournaments. We are ex-
pecting big things to happen with
these big teams because it is going to
make us better. You wrestle the best
you get better,” Coach Fabiano stated.

This season, there has been a mas-
sive realignment of the district tour-
naments and the good news is the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood has been se-

lected as a host.
“From what everybody has written

about it, it seems like they were trying
to be as fair as possible. They way it’s
done, it’s positive for the sport, it’s
positive for the team. It’s giving ev-
erybody chances. I’m happy about it
because it’s the first time Scotch Plains
is able to host a district. I’m excited
about it,” Coach Fabiano said.

The Raiders will host Hillsborough
Friday, December 16, at 7 p.m. then
will travel to Westfield for the Annual
Pin Cancer showdown on Friday,
December 23, at 6:30 p.m.

‘DiGIO’, CAPECE, McGOVERN EYING 100 CAREER WINS

Cougar Wrestlers Will Return
Six NJSIAA Qualifiers to AC

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Nine seniors will occupy the 14
weight classes for the Cranford High
School wrestling team that returns six
NJSIAA Wrestling Championship
qualifiers from a team that claimed its
second straight Union County Tour-
nament (UCT) title and third straight
District 11 title to finish with a 17-4
record.

“We have six returning state quali-
fiers, so the bar is pretty high. Our
conference is the same, our county is
the same but with the district chang-
ing and the region changing, we will
see some new teams, so we got to set
our sights on achieving our goals,”
Cougar Head Coach Pat Gorman said.

The competition in their new dis-
trict indeed has been elevated with
perennial power South Plainfield host-
ing the tournament and a strong
Woodbridge team making the trip.
But the Cougars are also seeking to
add a sectional title to their belt.

“I would like to see another district
championship. Now we have South
Plainfield in there and teams like
Middlesex. Woodbridge has tough
kids. It’s a tough district but this is a
team that’s up for the challenge. We
are looking at a section title this year.
I think with the team we have, this is
the year that we got to go win tourna-
ments,” Coach Gorman expressed.

The Cougars will also be compet-
ing in some prestigious tournaments
beginning with the Caldwell Tourna-
ment on Saturday, December 17, that
will feature such powers as Hunterdon
Central, Emerson/Park Ridge and
Kittatinny, “I think we are going to be
in contention to win that,” commented
Coach Gorman.

Next will be the grueling Bethlehem
Catholic Tournament that begins on
Thursday, December 29, Last year
the Cougars placed second.

“They are like eight in the country,
so if we can hang with them, that will
be good for us going forward,” Coach

Gorman noted.
Additionally, the Cougars have

added Phillipsburg, Wall, Queen of
Peace, Paramus, Warren Hills, High
Point and Hanover Park to their regu-
lar-season schedule. “I think we had
eight teams in the top-20 that we have
on the schedule. You can’t hide from
everybody. You got to go get them,”
Coach Gorman said.

Of the senior class, the Cougars
have three athletes who are within
range of attaining their 100th career
win this season and one who grabbed
No. 100 at the NJSIAA champion-
ships in Atlantic City (AC) last March.
Chris Scorese competed at 132-lbs,
claimed his 100th career win at AC
and came up one win shy of the top-8.
Scorese, who won his third district
title and third UCT crown last year, is
expected to compete at the same
weight.

Tom DiGiovanni (120-lbs) made
his third trip to AC, won his third UCT
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David B. Corbin (January 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LOOKING FOR ANOTHER TRIP TO AC...Raider junior Sam Wustefeld, left, quailfied for the NJSIAA Tournament in
Atlantic City at 170-lbs last year. Wustefeld will begin this season at 182-lbs and is looking for another trip to AC.

David B. Corbin (February 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOVING UP TO 120-LBS...Raider junior Justin Sidebottom, front, who placed third
in the district last year at 113-lbs, is expected to compete at 120-lbs this season.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DEFINITELY SETTING SIGHTS FOR A.C...Cougar senior Chris Scorese, top, came up one win shy of placing in the top-
8 last year at Atlantic City. Scorese, who will compete at 132-lbs, plans to make some noise in AC this season.
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Cougar Matmen Return 6 NJSIAA Qualifiers
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Blue Devils Look to Capitalize on Close Games
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Cougars Will Be Surprise in Girls Basketball
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

43-38 lead entering the fourth quarter
but the Cougars went on a three-point
rampage to pull out the victory.

The Blue Devils return four starters
with seniors Shannon Devitt and
Danielle Rinaldi and juniors Molly
Ryan and Grace Elliott in addition to
senior Jenna Iorio, who saw some
adequate floor time and contributed
41 points, 28 rebounds, 25 steals and
23 assists.

“We have four starters returning
and are looking to our veterans for
leadership for the less experienced
girls on the roster. We are looking
forward to another great year,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Liz McKeon said.

Devitt proved to be an asset in
every aspect of the game last year but
her effectiveness under the board was
her specialty. She led the team with
175 rebounds and provoked much
distress with 47 blocked shots, while
adding 43 steals. Offensively, Devitt’s
driving to the basket ability earned
her a team-leading 240 points. She
also dished out 17 assists.

“Shannon is looking to pick up
where she left off. Shannon is very
versatile in that she can play in the
post and out on the wing. We are
looking to Shannon to take control
of the offense during her senior
year,” Coach McKeon said.

Rinaldi showed a lot of versatil-
ity on the court also. Last year she
finished with 104 points but was
also hot from the outside with 21 3-
pointers. She also made 31 steals,
had 30 assists and grabbed 52 re-
bounds.

“No one works harder. Danielle’s
intensity every day at practice car-
ries over to games and she is the
spark plug our team needs to get
ready for a game. Danielle will help
run the offense and be very instru-
mental on defense. Her communica-
tion will be a key factor,” Coach
McKeon pointed out.

Ryan had a very impressive sopho-
more season and forced opponents
to spread their defenses because she
was deadly from beyond the arc.

Ryan was second on the team with 232
points and nailed a team-leading 42 3-
pointers. She also was quite handy
with a team-leading 65 steals and 53
assists. Ryan also pulled 69 rebounds
and made eight blocks.

“[I am] looking for Molly to be a
leader on the court. She has one year
of varsity experience under her belt
so she knows the game and she knows
what she needs to get it done,” Coach
McKeon said. “Her outside shooting
will help spread the floor, making it
hard for teams to guard Shannon on
the inside.”

Elliott set up many of the plays but
also put in 143 points, including nine
3-pointers, had 49 steals, 19 assists
and 37 rebounds. Her hard-nosed
aggressiveness she has shown on the
soccer field should make her a “driv-
ing” force on the basketball court.

“This is Grace’s third year on var-
sity and she has matured into a leader.
Grace will be a leader on and off the
floor and will be quite a threat driving
to the basket. We are lucky to have

four starters back,” Coach McKeon
emphasized.

Other girls looking to get into the
starting lineup or to gain valuable
court time are seniors Nicolina Albano
and Casey Popowski, junior Lauren
Sgro and sophomores Lily Maz and
Samantha Stravach.

The Blue Devils, especially the four
returning veterans, are quite aware of
the stiff Union County competition,
such as Cranford, Roselle Catholic, New
Providence and The Patrick School but
they are raring to dive into the mix.

“We play in the toughest division in
Union County and we are looking to
capitalize on last year’s close games,”
Coach McKeon said. “Our record was
no indication of how hard we played
and challenged every opponent. We
actually outscored our opponents
1,067 to 1,046.”

The Lady Blue Devils will plunge
right into the thick of the Union County
action when they open their season at
Roselle Catholic this Saturday, De-
cember 17, at 12:00 p.m.

BAKIE RETURNING STARTER, FIVE SENIORS ON SQUAD

Cougar Cager Boys Return 1;
Seeking Right Combination

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

New starting faces, with the excep-
tion of one, will be taking to the court
this winter for the Cranford Cougar
High School boys basketball team.
This year’s Cougars have five se-
niors, including Ryan Bakie the sole
returning starter, but Head Coach
Ryan Huber must root through a num-
ber of juniors and sophomores to
come up with the right combination.

“We had a lot of seniors from last
year. We started five seniors. The
seniors did a nice job of leading.
Ryan Bakie is our only returning
player, who played in every game last
year. So we are asking a lot of new
guys to step up this year,” Coach
Huber said.

With that senior-heavy squad, the
Cougars, after a staggering 6-16
record the year before, rocketed to a
14-9 record last year and Bakie aver-
aged 8.2 points per game. Bakie can
be expected to carry an even heavier
load this season, along with seniors
Alex Gall, Kyle Ledford (5.3 points
per game last year), Brian Oblachinski
and Tom Curry.

“Our seniors, Alex Gall, Kyle
Ledford, they have been the leaders
so far, along with Tommy Curry, Ryan
Bakie and Brian Oblachinski,” Coach
Huber noted.

Another setback has been a season-

ending injury to Chris Curry, who re-
ceived some playing time last season.

“Chris Curry is going to be a huge
loss for us. He was our one who went
down inside, did a lot of dirty work,
boxing out, rebounded. He was able
to finish there. He suffered a torn
labrum during football season,” Coach
Huber explained. “It’s kind of like
Deja vu because two years ago we
lost Eric Donohue to the same thing.
But you know what? You battle
through it. When you lose somebody,
who you are counting big on, you
need somebody to step up.”

The absence of Chris Curry will
also put the Cougars at a height disad-
vantage and make it difficult, espe-
cially for the inside shots and re-
bounds.

“This year we are probably the
smallest team we ever had. We don’t
have that 6-4, 6-5 kid. We are going to
have to adapt to our size. We can
knock down some jump shots. We can
do some other things. We can pres-
sure well and things like that,” Coach
Huber indicated.

Due to the fact that nearly all posi-
tions are up for grabs and there are so
many candidates vying for the spots,
what may be the starting five at the
start of the season may not be what
takes to the floor come tournament
time.

“We have an idea of about 7-8-9

kids, who we think are going to play a
lot of minutes. We have a lot of jun-
iors, a lot of sophomores. We have
28-29 kids and we are looking for the
right combination of kids,” Coach
Huber said.

The preseason scrimmages may
give the Cougars an idea of where
their main area of focus is needed.

“We have a very tough scrimmage
against Dickinson. They are going to
run around us, so that will be a big eye
opener for us,” Coach Huber said.

An even larger eye opener looms
ahead in the regular season when the
Cougars must face several Union
County teams that had been in past
years and will be ranked in the top-20.

“You look at the preseason top-20,
the county’s got five teams in the top-
20 and we actually saw four teams in
the top-10. You got two teams ranked
the county with Roselle Catholic and
I think St. Pat is number three,” Coach
Huber said. “It’s tough but that’s what
we love. Every game is going to be
like that. There is no show up and win
in this county. You talk about talent
and hotbed for basketball, this is where
it’s at. If you want to be the best, you
got to play the best. The best teams in
the country are a mile away from your
school.”

The Cougars will open at home
with Summit on Friday, December
16, at 7 p.m.

SHORTHANDED GOAL...Junior Matt Rittendale hits the back of the net with a shorthanded goal in WHS’s 4-2 win over
Gov Livingston on December 7.

The Westfield High School boys
ice hockey team (2-0-2), led by se-
nior captains Brendan Glenn and
Ethan Finver, defeated Governor
Livingston, 4-2, in a home game on
December 7 then tied Princeton, 2-2,
at Mercer Park Arena on December
8.

Against the GL Highlanders, the
Blue Devils jumped out to an early
lead on a goal scored by junior
defenseman Tanner Devin on assists
from junior center Sean Taylor and
junior winger Matthew Rittendale at
14:31 remaining in the first period. In
a classic seesaw match, GL scored at
9:02 left in the second period, to tie
the game 1-1, on a goal by Zach
Miller on assists from Ryan Monroy
and Billy Alexander.

The Blue Devils hit the back of the

net with 15 seconds left in the second
period when Rittendale scored an epic
short-handed goal off a breakaway
pass from freshman standout Trevor
Tanella to end the second period with
a 2-1 Blue Devils lead. Highlander
Billy Livingston sent home the equal-
izer on assists from Ryan Erickson
and Cole Wahlers with 4:48 remain-
ing in regulation.

Blue Devil sophomore speedster
Anthony Oliveri, assisted by Tanella,
netted the game winner with 2:22 left,
propelling Westfield to a 3-2 lead.
Freshman Ben Conrod scored the
empty-netter insurance goal with 1:09
in the game to seal a 4-2 victory.
Goalie Finver snagged 15 saves on 17
shots. Highlander goalie Nick Papa
stopped 16 out of 19 shots.

Against the Lil’ Tigers, Princeton

struck first with a goal by Justin Joyce,
assisted by Nathan Podgalsky at 12:11
of the first period. Two minutes later,
Blue Devils Rittendale beat Princeton
goalie Sawyer Peck to knot it up at 1-
1, on assists from junior stalwart Ken-
neth Meyer and the hot-handed fresh-
man Ben Conrod.

In the second period, the Lil’ Tigers
drew blood on a goal by Rocco Salvato
with assists from Tooker Callaway
and Brendon McCormick at 2:01. This
tight match continued until 6:59 re-
maining in the third period, when the
hard-charging Rittendale drove home
his third goal of the season to tie the
contest at 2-2, on yet another assist
from Meyer. Finver tucked away 22
saves on 24 shots, while Princeton
goalie Sawyer Peck stopped 15 out of
17 shots in this 2-2 tie.

membered as the really good talented
team that should have won or do you
want to be remembered as the tal-
ented team who came and won?”

Two returning starters, who will
definitely be remembered by oppo-
nents, are junior Cam Wichelns and
sophomore Lauren Williamson. Last
year, Wichelns led the team with 37
three-pointers and 57 steals but she
also came up big with 42 assists, 81

rebounds and 15 blocked shots.
Wilchelns also opened eyes when she
banged 25 points in the UCT title
victory over Roselle Catholic.

“Cam was silent but deadly for us
because a lot of focus last year was on
Cerys [MacLelland] and on Lindsay
[Pace]. Cam would come out of no-
where and she would be hitting the
threes and getting tons of assists. Ev-
eryone knew she was a good outside
shooter. She had 25 points in the
county game. No one knew she was
going to light it up like that,” Coach
Dyer said.

Williamson also lit up opponents’
eyes with her dogged defense and the
score board with her offense. Last
year, she hit 27 three-pointers and
had 36 assists, 36 thefts and 44 re-
bounds.

“Lauren is a kind of player that
coaches want. She’s a hustler. She
gives 210 percent any time she’s on
the floor whether it be in practice or in
the game. She doesn’t stop. She’s an
amazing, amazing athlete,” Coach
Dyer emphasized.

Wichelns and Williamson have
been very successful from the perim-
eter with their three-pointers and are
expected to be on the mark when

needed this season.
“We always had really good three-

point shooters. They just seem to step
up when we need it the most. That
county tournament final game was
unbelievable and they were shooting
college threes. They work a lot in the
off-season, so things kind of come
together because they work so hard,”
Coach Dyer said.

Another statistic that the Lady Cou-
gars have had success with over the
years has been assists and the same is
expected this season.

“I stress we are a family. We play as
a family, we win as a family, we lose
as a family. As in every family, you
don’t leave anyone behind, so if you
are having a bad day shooting, work
more on passing to someone else,
who is going to shoot. When every-

one is competing, we are successful.
When it’s just one or two, you don’t
see the results that you want,” Coach
Dyer said.

Additional responsibility will be
on Wichelns’ and Williamson’s shoul-
ders because the vacant slots remain
to be filled.

“We don’t really have a point guard
right now. They are the leaders on the
floor. They are the only seasoned

varsity players,” Coach
Dyer said.

But the Cougars should
have some talent just wait-
ing to step into the lime-
light since the JV won a
UCT title of their own last
year.

“Our JV team won the
counties last year. There is
a big difference at playing
at the JV level and the var-
sity level of who you are
playing against but the girls
have been at the county fi-
nals the past two years in a
row and they have what it
takes. It’s kind of like mesh-
ing it together to play at the
next level,” Coach Dyer
pointed out.

As to the Union County
outlook this season, the
Lady Cougars can expect
to get fierce resistance from
New Providence, Roselle
Catholic and The Patrick
School to name a few.

“I think a lot of people are going to
doubt how good we are going to be
because we lost three of our starters
but I truly believe we are going to be
a surprise team,” Coach Dyer pre-
dicted.

The Cougars will open their sea-
son at Summit against the Hilltoppers
on Friday, December 16, at 7 p.m.

Blue Devils Stop Gov. Liv., 4-2,
Tie Princeton Tiger Icemen, 2-2

and third district title, placed third in
the region and finished 28-9 last year.
DiGiovanni, who has 94 career wins,
is viewing the 126-lb class.

Anthony Capece (113-lbs) won the
Outstanding Wrestler (OW of the lower
weights) at the UCT, won his second
district title, placed second in the re-
gion to qualify for AC and finished 30-
7 last year. With 81 career wins, Capece
plans to remain at 113-lbs.

Hungry to make his first appearance
in AC, Brian McGovern, who wrestled
at 152-lbs, won his second district
crown, first UCT title and finished 25-
7 last year. McGovern, with 75 career
wins, will compete at 160-lbs.

Last year Alex Esposito won the
220-lb crown and the OW at the UCT,
added a district title and placed sec-
ond in the region. At AC, Esposito
won three bouts and also came up one

short of the top-8. Esposito finished
32-10. This season, Esposito will com-
pete at 285-lbs.

Vince Concina (145-lbs), who fin-
ished 31-8, made his first trip to AC
and also came up one win shy of
placing in the top-8. Concina won his
second district title and placed sec-
ond in the region. Concina has jumped
up to the 170-lb class. Senior Josh
DeChillo will also be at 170-lbs.

Mike Nigro, who competed at 138-
lbs, turned it on at the right time to
place third in the UCT, second in the
district and third in the region to make
the trip to AC. He finished 23-19.
Nigro is expected to fill the 145-lb slot.

Sophomore Conor Halpin, who
competed at 106-lbs, placed third in
the UCT, third in the district and fin-
ished 24-11, will compete at 120-lbs
as will sophomore Chris Wozniak.

Junior Dylan Budnik, who wrestled
195-lbs, placed third in the UCT, third
in the district and finished 20-18, will
remain at that weight.

Sophomore AJ Bencivenga will
compete at 138-lbs. Senior Anthony
Ramirez will fill the 220-lb slot and
sophomore Matt Doran will be at
152-lbs. Freshman Pat Kalnis and
junior Jake Quinn will compete at
106-lbs.

“There are some cool things for
these seniors to make memories but
the biggest thing is to keep our eyes
on the prize, getting kids on the top of
the podium, getting our team to the
championships of tournaments and
not settling for just having a good
year,” Coach Gorman stressed. “I have
such a large group of seniors, who are
leaders. They are taking the reins as
leaders, everyone of them.”

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RETURNING COUGAR SENIORS...Pictured, left to right, are: Kyle Ledford, Tom Curry, Brian Oblachinski, Ryan Bakie
and Alex Gall who will provide senior leadership to this season’s Cranford Cougar boys basketball team.

David B. Corbin (February 2016 files)for The Westfield Leader and The Times

VERY TOUGH ON DEFENSE...Cougar sophomore Lauren Williamson, No. 10, lit up
opponents’ eyes with her dogged defense but also was very efficient offensively.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

David B. Corbin (February 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DOUBLE TROUBLE...Blue Devil juniors Grace Elliott, center, and Molly Ryan, No.
2, will provide leadership on the court this season.
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a Happy Holiday and prosperous New Year!
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PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-027830-16
FILE NO. 22409-16

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
ALBEN AFFILIATES;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in
which PRO CAP 4, LLC BY ITS CUSTO-
DIAN US BANK is the plaintiff and ELIJAH
GRIGGS, ET ALS; are defendants, pend-
ing in the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Chancery Division, UNION County and
bearing Docket No. F-027830-16 within
thirty-five (35) days after December 15,
2016 exclusive of such date. If you fail to
answer or appear in accordance with Rule
4:4-6, Judgment by Default may be ren-
dered against you for relief demanded in
the Complaint. You shall file your Answer
and Proof of Service in duplicate with the
Clerk of the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Hughes Justice Complex - CN 971, Tren-
ton, New Jersey 08625, in accordance
with the Rules of Civil Practice and Proce-
dure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 13-00106,
sold on 6/27/2014, dated 7/2/2014, and
was recorded on 9/4/2014 in Book 13813
at Page 301, made by STACEY L.
CARRON, Collector of Taxes of LINDEN,
and State of New Jersey to PRO CAP 4,
LLC BY ITS CUSTODIAN US BANK and
subsequently assigned to plaintiff, PRO
CAP 4, LLC BY ITS CUSTODIAN US
BANK. This covers real estate located in
LINDEN, County of UNION, and State of
New Jersey, known as LOT 10 ADTL LOTS:
233, 257, 258 BLOCK 85 as shown on the
Tax Assessment Map and Tax Map dupli-
cate of LINDEN and concerns premises
commonly known as 1010 JOHN STREET,
LINDEN, New Jersey.

YOU, ALBEN AFFILIATES, are made
party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because on March 31, 1964, Elijah
Griggs and Elizabeth Griggs, executed a
mortgage to Seymour Thaller in the amount
of $4,500.00, which mortgage was re-
corded on April 3, 1964 in the UNION
County Clerk’s/Register’s Office in Mort-
gage Book 2625 at Page 468. Said mort-
gage is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.

On March 31, 1964 the aforesaid mort-
gagee assigned all its right, title and inter-
est in and to said Mortgage to Semel & Co.
by way of Assignment of Mortgage of that
date, which Assignment of Mortgage was
recorded in the UNION County Clerk’s/
Register’s Office on April 23 in Book 278 of
Assignment of Mortgage at page 432.

On January 1, 1968 the aforesaid mort-
gagee assigned all its right, title and inter-
est in and to said Mortgage to Alben Affili-
ates by way of Assignment of Mortgage of
that date, which Assignment of Mortgage
was recorded in the UNION County Clerk’s/
Register’s Office on January 29, 1968 in
Book 298 of Assignment of Mortgage at
page 157.

On March 15, 1968 the aforesaid mort-
gagee assigned all its right, title and inter-
est in and to said Mortgage to Alben Affili-
ates by way of Assignment of Mortgage of
that date, which Assignment of Mortgage
was recorded in the UNION County Clerk’s/
Register’s Office on March 20, 1968 in
Book 299 of Assignment of Mortgage at
page 37.
DATED:  December 9, 2016

Michelle M. Smith, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 12/15/16, The Leader Fee: $88.74

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

TAKE NOTICE that on the 5th day of
December, 2016, the Zoning Board of the
Township of Cranford, in the County of
Union took the following actions:

1. Application #ZBA-16-002: Adopted
a Resolution of Memorialization granting
approval to 500 North Commons LLC,
applicant, obtained approval to construct a
convenience store. Convenience Stores
with gasoline sales are a conditional use in
the C-2 zone whereas the proposed devel-
opment will not meet the Zoning regula-
tions causing several bulk variances as
provided on Block: 333, Lot: 2 in the C-2
Zone as designated on the Township Tax
Map, also known as 500 North Avenue
East.

2. Application #ZBA-15-014: Adopted
a Resolution of Memorialization granting
approval to Grunwald Properties, appli-
cant, obtained approval to to construct a
deck in the rear yard. The proposed deck
will encroach up to 38% into the required
rear yard setback of 41.25 feet and will be
located 16 feet from the rear lot line of the
subject property was approved as pro-
vided on Block 473, Lot 28 in the R-5 zone
as designated on the Township Tax Map,
also known as 29 Woodlawn Avenue.

3. Application #ZBA-16-016: Adopted
a Resolution of Memorialization granting
approval to Sam and Erin Saleh, appli-
cant, obtained approval to permit to con-
struct a deck in the rear yard. The pro-
posed two family home will be located on
a lot that is 61.35 feet in width where two
family homes in the R-5 zones require 70
feet in width or greater was approved as
provided on Block 210, Lot 2 in the R-4
zone as designated on the Township Tax
Map, also known as 102 Herning Avenue.

Jeffrey Pistol
Board Secretary

1 T - 12/15/16, The Leader Fee: $40.29

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 01/05/17 downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:
Long-Life Pavement Markings Contract, North-2016 Routes: 10, 19, 20, 27, 27Z, 28,
53, 59, 62, 63, 67, I-80, 82, 120, 139L, 139U, 163, 181Z, 182, I-287 in the Counties of
Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Sussex, Union and Warren - Including
and North of Route 57; Federal Project No: STP-C00S (961); DP No: 16412

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964.  Specifically, “the contractor, sub recipient or subcontractor shall not discriminate
on the basis of race, color, national origin, or sex in the performance of this contract. The
contractor shall carry out applicable requirements of 49 C.F.R. part 26 in the award and
administration of DOT-assisted contracts. Failure by the contractor to carry out these
requirements is a material breach of this contract, which may result in the termination of
this contract or such other remedy as the recipient deems appropriate.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,
Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontrac-
tors prior to contract award or authorization.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor, Division of Wage and hour Compliance at the time of bid.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at Bid
Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe
follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents and plans
and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are directly
payable to Bid Express.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected (BUT NOT OB-
TAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field Offices at the following
locations:

200 Stierli Court One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, NJ 07856 Cherry Hill, NJ 08002
973-601-6690 856-486-6623

3 T - 12/15/16, 12/22/16 and 12/29/16, The Leader Fee: $211.14

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that the
final ordinances as follows were passed
and adopted by the Town Council of the
Town of Westfield at a meeting thereof
held on December 13, 2017.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2073

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO.
2056 ENTITLED “AN ORDI-
NANCE TO AMEND THE
CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD CHAPTER 2,
“ADMINISTRATION,” AR-
TICLE II, TOWN OFFICERS
AND EMPLOYEES, DIVISION
3, PERSONNEL POSITIONS
AND SALARY SCHEDULE,”
SEC. 2-12.28, “SCHEDULE.”

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2074

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
GENERAL ORDINANCE 2055
FIXING THE ANNUAL SALA-
RIES FOR THE MAYOR AND
COUNCIL MEMBERS AND
CERTAIN OFFICERS AND
EMPLOYEES OF THE TOWN
OF WESTFIELD

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2075

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 13

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2076

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 10A

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2077

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 24

1 T - 12/15/16, The Leader Fee: $40.80

Recent Home Sales
Scotch Plains: 09/12/16

George and Rasario Ng to Adnan
Majeed and Hooria Sarwar, 4
Malanga Court, $450,000.

Donna L. Grant to Daniel and
Suzanne Tammaro, 1553 East Sec-
ond Street, $247,500.

Andrew Sones to Netta and Dannie
Sorhaindo, 1533East Second street
Unit 10, $185,000.

Ellen Jacobsen to Sean and Brit-
tany Sobin, 560 Willow Avenue,
$316,000.

Sec of Housing and Urban Devp to
Mary G. Mercer, 442 Willow Avenue,
$200,000.

Monique J. Porter to Tatiana
Alvarez and Hernand Sanchez, 1615
Front Street, $339,000.

Willie and Karen E. Taylor to Mat-
thew and Karen E. Borquist, 1619
Front Street, $300,000.

Dorothy C. Herriott to Rafal G. and
Jadwiga C. Janik, 1701 Front Street,
$345,000.

Angela Martorana to Michael and
Heather Arabitg, 309 Haven Avenue,
$325,000.

John P. Pinto to Edward Dilly, 447
Flanders Avenue, $215,000.

Marion Mc Ginn to Michael G.
Buteas, 412 Forest Road, $358,000.

2072 Grand Street LLC. to Sandra
Jones, 2072 Grand Street, $461,527.

Panagiotis and Raina Xythalis to
Daniel Robert and Margaret Loui
Fram, 2317 Coles Avenue, $480,000.

Peter F. and Janelle K. Huffner to
Bartholomew Tripoli and Genev
Denoia, 2328 Coles Avenue,
$500,000.

Martin H. and Anne J. Gonsky to

Donald P. and Kristen Earp, 418
Henry Street, $415,000.

Joseph De Rose and John Bruno to
Karine Julien, 218 Mountainview
Road, $682,500.

Diane Santacroce to Brian and
Elizabeth Kopnicki, 321 William
Street, $389,900.

Fannie Mae to Jose Pereira and
Adelia Batista, 425 Victor Street,
$318,000.

James and Michelle Cicalese to
Tara Bonomo, 515 William Street,
$372,000.

Dennis R. and Elise B. Powell to
Wayne E. Short, 524 William Street,
$465,000.

Nancy C. Michaels to Jamie Kusky,
19 Riga Court, $410,000.

Charles Cavallaro and Sherri
Kproposky to Jose and Christina De
Jesus, 2505 Birchwood Court,
$510,000.

Westfield: 09/19/16
Kimberly B. McKee and John J.

Maurer to Zoran and Monica
Mijaleski, 649 Fourth Avenue,
$1,325,000.

Selvin G. A. Hernandez and Kelly
C. Ayala to Derek J. Miller and
Marianne D. Herbst, 622 Fourth Av-
enue, $519,900.

David and Kendra Broad to Donald
F. and Jessica E. McDermott, 300
Wells Street, $844,000.

Paul D. and Carol Straucher to
Elshiekh Enterprises LLC., 215
Benson Place, $475,000.

Estate of Dolors Allen to Helock
Builders LLC., 9 Sandra Circle,
$555,000.

Arup S. Das and Elaine A. Fabian
to Amornrut S. and Clinton E. Watson,
792 Boynton Avnue, $433,000.

Brian A. and Laurie P. Kape to
Robert and Michele Raber, 862
Knollwood Terrace, $990,000.

Gerald J. and Anne Glasser to Ross
and Erin Mullman, 859 Nancy Way,
$685,000.

Kevin A. and Michele A. Grof to
Derek A. and Tanya V. Evans, 1026
Seward Avenue, $675,000.

Lisa Calderon and Kevin F. Cox to
Bryan M. and Laura E. Cohen, 954
Dunham Avenue, $1,268,000.

Eugene F. Zimmerlink and Karen M.
Zimmerlink to D. Villane Construction
LLC., 902 Summit Avenue, $575,000.

David Aldredge to Steven P. Flores
and Maria E. Campana, 946 Summit
Avenue, $514,000.

David L. and Cecelia M. Tieman to
Kristina C. Bangs, 315 West Grove
Street, 830,000.

Dolores P Veghte to Kristen B.
Malak, 961 Summit Avenue,
$450,000.

1022 Ripley LLC. to Jason A. Biehl
and Elizabeth Z Niedbala, 1022
Ripley Avenue, $860,000.

Thomas and Ginamarie Mazzeo to
Rongrong Zhao and Jiayi Wang, 105
Harrow Road, $940,000.

Deborah J. Davidson to D. Villane
Construction LLC., 314 Marlboro
Street, $365,000.

Elshiekh Enterprises LLC. to Dr.
Brett Druger and Dr. Irene Druger,
1173 Tice Place, $1,470,000.

Todd Ellner LLC. to Marilyn
Karaban, 9 Faulkner Drive, $1,250,000.

Leo C. White and Alexandra M.
White to Danielle B. and David A.
Roseman, 26 Cottage Place,
$1,050,000.

George P. and Joyce N. Bizink to
Rikin J. and Reshma R. Patel, 1148
Tice Place, $600,000.

Geraldine E. Jacob to Fernando J.
and Spiridoula C. Lourenco, 1240
Rahway Avenue, $580,000.

Mark J. and Nicola J. Musgrave to
Keith A. and Jennifer C. Gilman, 1750
Florida Street, $935,000.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

ORDINANCE NO. 2016-28

NOTICE OF PENDING
BOND ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY

The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, was intro-
duced and passed upon first reading at a
meeting of the Township Committee of the
Township of Cranford, in the County of
Union, State of New Jersey, on December
13, 2016.  It will be further considered for
final passage, after public hearing thereon,
at a meeting of the Township Committee to
be held at its meeting room in the Munici-
pal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey, on December 28,
2016 at 7:30 P.M.  During the week prior to
and up to and including the date of such
meeting copies of the full ordinance will be
available at no cost and during regular
business hours, at the Clerk’s office for the
members of the general public who shall
request the same. The summary of the
terms of such bond ordinance follows:

TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE
TO AUTHORIZE THE ACQUI-
SITION OF REAL PROPERTY
FOR AFFORDABLE HOUS-
ING, OPEN SPACE, FLOOD-
PLAIN PROTECTION AND
OTHER MUNICIPAL PUR-
POSES IN, BY AND FOR THE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD,
IN THE COUNTY OF UNION,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO
APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF
$18,500,000 TO PAY THE
COST THEREOF, TO MAKE A
DOWN PAYMENT, TO AU-
THORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF
BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH
APPROPRIATION AND TO
PROVIDE FOR THE ISSU-
ANCE OF BOND ANTICIPA-
TION NOTES IN ANTICIPA-
TION OF THE ISSUANCE OF
SUCH BONDS.

Purpose(s): Acquisition of real property
for affordable housing, open space, flood-
plain protection and other municipal pur-
poses in, by and for the Township. Said
improvement shall include real estate trans-
action expenses, site protection and all
work, materials and appurtenances nec-
essary and suitable therefor. The property
to be acquired consists of the following
parcels described by their street address
and legal description on the Tax Assess-
ment Map of the Township:

STREET ADDRESS BLOCK LOT
215 Birchwood Avenue 292 2
235 Birchwood Avenue 291 15.01

Appropriation: $18,500,000
Bonds/Notes Authorized: $17,615,000
Grants (if any) Appropriated: -0-
Section 20 Costs: $500,000
Useful Life: 40 years

This Notice is published pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Township Clerk

Township of Cranford
County of Union

State of New Jersey
1 T - 12/15/16, The Leader Fee: $65.28

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

NOTICE is hereby given that sealed bids
will be received by the Township of Scotch
Plains, in the County of Union, State of
New Jersey, at the office of the Township
Clerk, Scotch Plains Municipal Building,
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey, 07076 (ATTN: Bozena Lacina,
Township Clerk) on or before February 15,
2017 at 10:00 a.m. prevailing time or as
soon thereafter as the matter may be
reached, for “RECYCLING COLLECTION
SERVICE” in accordance with the Speci-
fications and Information to Bidders pre-
pared by the Township. At that time and
place, such bids will be publicly opened
and read aloud. No bids shall be received
other than at the time and place herein
designated for their receipt, unless mailed
to the Township Clerk for receipt at the
designated time and place.

Copies of the Bid Documents may be
obtained during regular business hours
from the Township Clerk upon payment of
$25 for each complete set of documents,
which sum is non-refundable, beginning
December 15, 2016. Written questions
regarding the bid specifications may be
submitted to the Bozena Lacina, Town-
ship Clerk, at 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076 on or before
January 27, 2017.

A certified check, cashier’s check or bid
bond in the amount of ten per cent (10%)
of the bid, but in no case in excess of
twenty thousand dollars ($20,000), must
be submitted with the bid guaranteeing
that if a contract is awarded, the bidder
shall execute the contract. Bidders must
also submit a Consent of Surety with the
bid, wherein the Surety agrees to furnish a
performance bond if the Bidder is awarded
the contract.

The successful bidder shall be required
to submit a Performance Bond in a sum
equal to one hundred per cent (100%) of
the full amount of the contract. Such Per-
formance Bond must be furnished by the
successful bidder simultaneously with the
delivery of the executed contract.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27 and all other appli-
cable statutes, laws or regulations.

Bidders are required to submit a valid
Business Registration Certificate from the
State of New Jersey Department of Trea-
sury, Division of Revenue.

Each bid shall be enclosed in a sealed
envelope addressed to the Township Clerk,
bearing the name and address of the bid-
der, upon which shall be designated:

“RECYCLING
COLLECTION SERVICE”

The Township reserves the right to re-
ject any and all bids under the provisions of
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2.

By Order of the Township of Scotch
Plains, in the County of Union and State of
New Jersey.
Alexander Mirabella
Municipal Manager

Bozena Lacina
Township Clerk

1 T - 12/15/16, The Times Fee: $62.73

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted resolutions
at its meeting on December 12, 2016, for
the following applications decided upon at
the meeting held on November 14, 2016.

Andrew Calcagno, (Flat Iron Realty,
LLC.), 44 Elm Street. Applicant sought
approval for preliminary and final major
site plan approval with d variance relief to
convert an existing retail use to a mixed
use with retail on the first floor, residential
on the 2nd and 3rd floor, and a roof terrace/
deck contrary to sections 11.25E4 and
11.25A8 of the Land Use Ordinance to
allow a maximum building height of 44.25
feet, where the maximum building height
allowed is 40 feet; to allow a roof terrace/
deck, where  Ordinance limits residential
use to the 2nd or 3rd floor of a building.
Application approved with conditions.

Anthony & Lara DeVita, 945 Cleve-
land Avenue. Applicants sought approval
to construct a 2nd floor addition and a 2 ½
story addition contrary to sections 11.09E5,
11.09E7, 12.04F1, and11.09E12 of the
Land Use Ordinance to allow a minimum
side street side setback at 12.45 feet when
the Ordinance requires such setback to be
20 feet, with a minimum rear yard setback
of 27.65 feet when the Ordinance requires
a minimum rear yard setback of 35 feet,
with maximum building coverage of 22.4%
when the Ordinance restricts such cover-
age to 20%, and with maximum eave height
proposed at 28.5 feet when the Ordinance
restricts such maximum eave height to 22
feet. Application approved with conditions.

SCMMO, LLC., 238 Saint Paul Street.
Applicants are seeking approval to con-
struct additional office space on the attic
level, a dormer addition, an entry vesti-
bule, and enlarge the parking area con-
trary to sections 12.03 C&D&E, 11.20E9 &
12.04E, 12.04G, 17.04A, 17.05, 17.03C of
the Land Use Ordinance to allow a mini-
mum front yard setback at 28.8 feet when
the Ordinance requires a minimum front
yard setback to be 31.7 feet, with a maxi-
mum floor area ratio of 23.37% when the
Ordinance restricts the maximum FAR for
this property to 20%, with maximum im-
provement coverage of 58.9% when the
Ordinance restricts such coverage to 50%,
with a minimum parking space width of 8.5
feet when the Ordinance requires parking
space width to be 9 feet, with access to
three parking spaces being “stacked park-
ing” and thereby having no direct access
when the Ordinance requires adequate
access to parking spaces, and with park-
ing areas and driveways to be at 0.0 feet
and 3.62 feet rather than the minimum 5
feet from the property line. Application
approved with conditions.

Scott & Elizabeth Jeffery, 775 Oak
Avenue. Applicants are seeking approval
to construct a second-story addition and
deck contrary to section 11.09E6,
11.09E10, and 11.09E14 of the Land Use
Ordinance to allow the applicants to con-
struct a second story addition and deck
when the Ordinance requires a minimum
side yard setback of 10 feet for this prop-
erty and setbacks are now proposed at
5.92 feet and 9.25 feet, when the Ordi-
nance allows maximum building coverage
with deck of 22% and such coverage is
proposed at 22.77%, and with a garage
which does not meet the minimum size
requirements to constitute a one-car ga-
rage in the Ordinance when the Ordinance
requires a one-car garage on the property.
Application approved with conditions.

Kelly Salzano, 507 South Chestnut
Street. Applicant sought approval to con-
struct a deck contrary to section 13.02C1
of the Land Use Ordinance to allow  a deck
which would be located in what is consid-
ered the side yard of this property rather
than the rear yard as the Ordinance. Appli-
cation approved with conditions.

Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Linda Jacus
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 12/15/16, The Leader Fee: $85.68

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

MOTOR VEHICLE COMMISSION

Take notice that in accordance with
N.J.S.A. 39:10-16*, application has been
made to the Chief Administrator of the
Motor Vehicle Commission, Trenton, New
Jersey, to receive title papers authorizing
and issue of a New Jersey certification of
ownership for Stevens Manufacturing
Company, Make 614M-67, Year 1967, VIN/
Hull Identification Number 1056. Objec-
tions, if any, should be made in writing,
immediately in writing to the Chief Admin-
istrator of the Motor Vehicle Commission,
Special Title Unit, P.O. Box 017, Trenton,
New Jersey 08666-0017.
2 T - 12/15/16
& 12/22/16, The Leader Fee: $33.66

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

ORDINANCE NO. 2016-25

ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER 172 PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CODE

STATEMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
foregoing ordinance was finally passed at
a meeting of the Township Committee of
the Township of Cranford, New Jersey on
November 29, 2016.

Tara Rowley
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 12/15/16, The Leader Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board, at their meeting on De-
cember 5, 2016, adopted the following
resolutions for applications acted upon at
the November 7, 2016, meeting.

PB 13-02  Boffard Holdings, LLC, 409
Westfield Avenue, Block 3003 Lot 53.
Applicant sought an extension of prelimi-
nary and final major site plan approval with
c variances to demolish the existing build-
ing and construct a three story building
with retail use on the first floor, and three
one-bedroom apartments on each of the
second and thirds floors with a rear yard
setback of 10 feet, where a minimum of 35
feet is required; and no parking spaces,
where a minimum of 13 parking spaces
are required. Extension of time approved
for one year.

PB 16-19 Denise and Tom Powers, 15
Stanley Oval, Block 2302, Lot 25. Appli-
cants sought minor subdivision approval
to adjust the lot line between Lots 25 & 26.
Applicants sought approval to relocate the
lot line 5 feet to the southeast to relocate a
residential driveway on Lot 25. Application
approved with conditions.

PB 16-23 John A Pinto Family, L.P.,
802 South Avenue West, Block 2510,
Lot 3. Applicant sought final major site
plan approval with variance relief from
Section 10.11D of the Land Use Ordi-
nance to allow a maximum height of light-
ing structure of 15 feet 8 inches, where the
maximum height allowed is 15 feet. Appli-
cation approved with conditions.

Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kris McAloon
Planning Board Secretary

1 T - 12/15/16, The Leader Fee: $40.29

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF MEETINGS OF THE
CONSTRUCTION BOARD OF

APPEALS OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

(IN COMPLIANCE WITH OPEN
PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT,
CHAPTER 231, P.L. 1975)

NOTICE is hereby given by the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains of the following 2017
schedule of meetings of the Construction
Board of Appeals to be held in the Mu-
nicipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey on the first Wednes-
day of each month, at 7:30 p.m., unless
otherwise indicated*.

Wednesday, January 11th * – 8:00 a.m.
February 1st

March 1st
April 5th
May 3rd
June 7th

July 12th *
August 2nd

September 6th
October 4th

November 1st
December 6th

The above schedule allows the option of
calling a special meeting when necessary.
1 T - 12/15/16, The Times Fee: $29.07

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

ORDINANCE NO. 2016-24

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
CHAPTER 28 FIRE DEPART-
MENT AND CHAPTER A266
(FIRE DEPARTMENT RULES
AND REGULATIONS) OF THE
CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
CRANFORD

STATEMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
foregoing ordinance was finally passed at
a meeting of the Township Committee of
the Township of Cranford, New Jersey on
November 29, 2016.

Tara Rowley
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 12/15/16, The Leader Fee: $18.87

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing on Octo-
ber 26, 2016 granted approval to Greg
Meehan for lot size, width structure size &
set back variances related to the construc-
tion of a garage at the rear of this property
at 197 Hunter Avenue.

Documents pertaining to this application
are available for public inspection at Bor-
ough Hall during normal business hours.

Greg Meehan
197 Hunter Avenue

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 12/15/16, The Times Fee: $15.81

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

RECREATION COMMISSION

MEETING CANCELLED

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Recreation Commission of the
Township of Scotch Plains has cancelled
their Business Meeting scheduled for De-
cember 19, 2016.

The Township of Scotch Plains does not
discriminate against persons with disabili-
ties.  Those individuals requiring auxiliary
aids and services where necessary, must
notify the ADA Coordinator of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains at least seventy-two
(72) hours in advance of the meeting.

BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 12/15/16, The Times Fee: $17.34

Estate of John Jan to JMD Proper-
ties LLC., 169 William Street,
$262,000.

Vincente Villaescusa to Patricia K.
Haddad, 508 Donato Circle,
$380,000.

Brian and Lauren Mattison to Carla
Falcon and Mina Saif, 705 Donato
Circle, $399,000.

Chritopher Bayer and Kristin
Impson to Rahul D. Mukherji and
Neha Prasad, 706 Donato Circle,
$369,000.

Laura Antas to Dadinirt Luna, 11
Canterbury Drive, $342,000.

Roger Steven Shackleton to Portia
Checchio, 391 Acacia Road,
$330,000.

Mathew and Kristina Aslanian to
Benjamin D. and Amy J. Levoy, 2248
Concord Road, $576,000.

FDS Investment INC. to Javier and
Fabiola Gonzalez, 2405 Park Place,
$390,000.

Francois and Leigh-Ann Dutoit to
Gauraz Nigam and R. Mathur, 2288

Marlboro Road, $670,000.
David Lipsky and Julie A.

Macdonald to Muhammad Tanveer
and Saba Tanvir, 2205 Princeton Av-
enue, $500,000.

John B. Corana to Suchitra and
Shekar Shetty, 2133 Mapleview
Court, $395,000.

1134 Washington Avenue LLC. to
Randall and Elena Marquez, 1134
Washington Avenue, $682,500.

Peter E. and Erika S. Nein to
Michael and Jacqueline Colombaroni,
2258 Newark Avenue, $480,000.

Gay W. and Maria A. Santo to
Gerard J. and Elizabeth Rites, 1949
Mary Ellen Lane, $500,000.

1407 Martine LLC. to Andrew and
Ann Marie Barnes, 1407 Martine
Avenue, $810,000.

Thomas and Cheryl Montagna to
David A. Lipsky and Juilie A.
Macdonald, 1499 Golf Street,
$715,000.

Fanwood: 10/11/16
John W. Salm to David and Janae

Busch, 187 Pleasent Avenue,
$400,000.

Roberto F. and Christie C.
Guillermo to Thomas C. and Jennifer
Copus, 172 Watson Road, $425,000.

John P. Pinto to Nilesh G. Nimkar
and Mrinal D. Naidu, 41 Arlene Court,
$570,000.

Claire Cassidy to Timothy and Jen-
nifer Kosuda, 15 Birchwood Terrace,
$619,000.

Kevin Smith and Veronica Manes
to Wesley P. and Jessica L. Szafran, 7
Paterson Road, $317,500.

Nicole and Drew J. Vanderzee to
Related Interests, 39 Paterson Road,
$360,000.

Joseph and Molly Bochenek to
Lexicon Government Services LLC.,
399 North Avenue, $452,000.

Matthew M. Mc Dowell to 96 N.
Glenwood LLC., 96 N. Glenwood
Road, $225,000.

Sai and Teuta Gjonaj Lo to Mat-
thew and Kristin Stawarz, 115 Sec-
ond Street, $480,000.

Natalie S. Morelli and Natalie
Richer to Nicole Opperman, 15
Saville Row, $520,000.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE OF SOLICITATION FOR
COMPETITVE CONTRACTING

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
CONSULTANT SERVICES

Notice is hereby given that the TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS, in the County
of Union and State of New Jersey seeks to
engage firms to fill the following position
for the term February 1, 2017 through
February 1, 2019. The term of the contract
shall be for two (2) years commencing on
February 1, 2017 until February 1, 2019;
the Township reserves the right, at its
discretion, to extend the contract term for
an additional one (1) two year term or two
(2) one-year terms in accordance with
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-15. The contracts will be
awarded through the provisions of N.J.S.A.
40A:11-4.1 et seq., and N.J.S.A. 19:44A-
20.4 et seq.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
CONSULTANT SERVICES

Copies of the specifications may be
downloaded from the Township’s website
at www.scotchplainsnj.gov.

Proposals must be received by the Town-
ship Clerk no later than 10:00 A.M. pre-
vailing time on January 11, 2017 at 430
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
07076.

Please note: No proposals will be
accepted after the due date and time
noted.

Each envelope must be clearly marked
Competitive Contract for 2017, including
the title of the position for which you are
submitting a proposal. Forward Propos-
als to the TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS, Attention: Bozena Lacina, Mu-
nicipal Clerk, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains New Jersey 07076.
Alexander Mirabella
Township Manager

Bozena Lacina
Township Clerk

1 T - 12/15/16, The Times Fee: $40.29
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ALL IS BRIGHT...Youngsters gather at the Trinity Episcopal Church in Cranford
for a rehearsal for this year’s Christmas Children’s Pageant. The pageant will be
part of the Christmas Eve service at 4:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24. There
also will be a 10 p.m. service that evening and a Christmas Day service on Sunday,
December 25, at 10 a.m.

Trinity Church Announces
Three Christmas Services

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church, located at 119 Forest
Avenue, Cranford, invites everyone
to join the congregation for its Christ-
mas celebration, which will include
three services.

Two services will be held on Christ-
mas Eve, Saturday, December 24. The
4:30 p.m. service will include the Bless-

ing of the Crèche, a Children’s Pag-
eant and Holy Eucharist: Rite II.

The custom of displaying figures
depicting the birth of Jesus Christ owes
its origin to Saint Francis of Assisi,
who made the Christmas crèche, or
manger, for Christmas Eve of 1223.
Like Advent Wreaths, the Christmas
manger or nativity scene were prima-
rily a special display for families in
their homes, drawing them together in
prayer and joyful celebration of the
season at hand. Each year, on the Vigil
of Christmas, the children of the parish
use figures of the animals, shepherds
and the Holy Family to create a display
that tells the story of the Christ Child.

The 10 p.m. service that evening
will feature Christmas carols with Holy
Eucharist Rite II with choral music.

The Christmas Day service on Sun-
day, December 25, will be at 10 a.m. It
will feature a celebration of Jesus
Christ’s birth through scriptures and
Holy Eucharist Rite I.

The Trinity Episcopal Church is a
family church that has been serving
the needs of Cranford area families
since 1872. Sunday services are at 8
a.m. and 10 a.m. For more information
about Trinity, call (908) 276-4047 or
visit trinitycranford.org/.

Trinity also provides Trinity Epis-
copal Day School (TEDS) for area
families. TEDS is a state-licensed fa-
cility serving children from age 2½
through kindergarten. Program options
include full or half days, from two to
five days a week; extended hours from
7 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Kindergarten
Wrap Around. For more information
about TEDS, call (908) 276-2881 or
visit tedscranford.org.

F-SP Rotary Club
Posts Wine Tasting

FANWOOD/SCOTCH PLAINS
— The Rotary Club of Fanwood-
Scotch Plains has announced that its
18th Annual Wine Tasting will be
held on Wednesday, January 18, from
7 to 10 p.m. It will take place at
Giovanna’s Restaurant, located at
1462 South Avenue, Plainfield.

The cost is $85 per person and the
event is open to the general public.
This year’s tasting will showcase
wines from a variety of regions
around the world. Wine specialist
and enthusiast Tom Jackson will pro-
vide a regional history of each wine
featured. A two-course dinner, ac-
companied by its own selected vin-
tage, will make up the majority of
the evening. Appetizers and dessert
also will be provided. All proceeds
will benefit local charities.

Tickets can be purchased by con-
tacting Neil Schembre at (908) 405-
8941. Interested persons are asked
to call and make reservations no
later than Friday, January 20. Checks
can be made payable to “The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Rotary Club.”

WINE SAMPLING...Neil Schembre of
the Rotary Club of Fanwood-Scotch
Plains holds a sample of the wine to be
served at the club’s 18th Annual Wine
Tasting event on Wednesday, January
18, from 7 to 10 p.m., at Giovanna’s
Restaurant in Plainfield.

Trinity Episcopal Holding
‘Animal Project’ Fundraiser
CRANFORD — The Trinity

Episcopal Church, located at 119
Forest Avenue, Cranford, is col-
lecting money for the Episcopal
Relief and Development “Animal
Project” program through Sunday,
December 25.

Almost one billion people are af-
fected by chronic hunger and poverty
worldwide. Malnutrition or lack of
access to food can jeopardize overall
productivity, health and well-being.

“Each year, more than 10 million
children under 5 die from malnutri-
tion and hunger-related causes,” said
Deacon Clive Sang of the Trinity
Church. “The ERD Animal Project
gives families and communities
healthy animals and training to help

generate sustainable food and other
forms of income,” he continued.

Donations, made payable to “Epis-
copal Relief and Development,” can
be mailed to Trinity Church, 119
Forest Avenue, Cranford, N.J. 07016,
or dropped off at the church on Sun-
day mornings or at the church office
in Witherington Hall. For more in-
formation, call (908) 276-4047.

Episcopal Relief and Develop-
ment, started in 1940, is the compas-
sionate response of the Episcopal
Church to human suffering in the
world. It serves to bring together the
generosity of Episcopalians and oth-
ers with the needs of the world.

Trinity Episcopal Church is a
family church that has been serv-
ing Cranford area families since
1872. Sunday services are at 8 a.m.
and 10 a.m. For more information
about Trinity, call (908) 276-4047
or visit trinitycranford.org/.

Imagine Seeks Volunteers
For January Training Class
WESTFIELD — Imagine, A Cen-

ter for Coping with Loss is seeking
volunteers for its January 2017
training class. Serving all of Union
County and beyond, Imagine pro-
vides free grief support programs
for children, teens and young adults
who are coping with a chronic or
terminal illness in the family as
well as a loss due to death.

The program also provides sepa-
rate support groups for the parents
and guardians of the children it
serves.  Currently located in
Westfield, the center will soon
move to Mountainside into a build-
ing capable of serving many more
children in the community.

Support groups are facilitated by
trained adult volunteers who at-
tend a 32-hour training class as
well as regular continuing educa-
tion. Volunteers come from all
walks of life and need no special
background other than a willing-
ness to listen, a heart inclined to
serve and the ability to be with
children and adults in pain without
trying to fix, solve or give advice.
No prior experience is necessary.

Volunteers must be age 21 or
older. They serve as companions
and loving listeners for those who
are grieving.

“In order to continuously serve
the most children possible and in

the highest quality, we need to con-
stantly train new volunteer facili-
tators,” said Mandi Zucker, Imag-
ine program director.

“Our programs are growing be-
cause of the great need in this com-
munity — over 700 children annu-
ally will lose a parent to death in
Union County alone. Over 220 chil-
dren and adults from 45 New Jer-
sey towns are currently participat-
ing every two weeks at Imagine.
Doing this additional training will
ensure that no child will ever have
to wait to get the support they
need,” she added.

The next Imagine Volunteer Fa-
cilitator class will take place Thurs-
day through Sunday, January 26 to
29. For more information, contact
Ms. Zucker at (908) 264-3100 or
mandi@imaginenj.org, or visit
imaginenj.org.

Y Offers Swim Lessons,
Lifeguard Certification

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area YMCA is offering a mini-
swim session during winter break
that includes a variety of lessons
for all levels Monday, December
26, through Friday, December 30.
They will take place at the Main Y
Facility, located at 220 Clark Street,
Westfield.

Individuals also will have an oppor-
tunity to get certified as a lifeguard.
This course will take place Tuesday
through Thursday, December 27 to
29, from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., for those
who pass the physical skills test.

Registration is going on now for
both the test and course for mem-

bers and non-members for a fee.
Participants must be at least 16
years old by the last day of class.
To schedule the physical skills test
required before registering for the
course, call Rob Faggiano at (908)
233-2700, extension no. 276.

For dates and times for the win-
ter break swim lessons, access
westfieldynj.org. Interested per-
sons can register online or at the
Welcome Center at the Main Y
Facility. Spots are limited.

For more information, call Mr.
Faggiano at (908) 233-2700, ex-
tension no. 276, or e-mail him at
rfaggiano@westfieldynj.org.

WSL Seeks Applicants
For 2017 Grants

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Service League (WSL) is now ac-
cepting requests for grant applica-
tions for 2017. The postmark dead-
line for submissions is Wednesday,
February 1, 2017.

Information about the types of
projects eligible for grants and/or
an application can be requested
by e-mai l  f rom
WSLDonationApplication@gmail.com
or by writing to: Donations Chair,
Westfield Service League, 114
Elmer Street, Westfield, N.J.
07090.

All completed applications must
be sent in hard copy to the address
listed on the form. No e-mail ap-
plications will be accepted.

In 2016, WSL donated approxi-
mately $70,000 to local agencies
and organizations. The grant funds
result from the profits of the WSL
Thrift and Consignment Shop, lo-
cated at 114 Elmer Street, Westfield.
The WSL has provided services to
Union County for more than 83
years. During this time, the League
has donated nearly $2.7 million to
various local organizations.

SOUNDS OF THE SEASON...The Radiance Chamber Ensemble will perform
holiday-themed music for the Summit Area Old Guard at its Tuesday, December 20
meeting. Pictured, from left to right, are: Lea Karpman, violin; Michael Schneider,
violin; Joan Baldwin, piano; Peggy Reynolds, viola, and Oliver Shapiro, cello.

CLASSIFIEDS

Radiance Chamber Ensemble
To Perform For Old Guard

SUMMIT AREA — The Radiance
Chamber Ensemble will perform clas-
sical and contemporary music suitable
for the season at the Summit Old Guard
meeting on Tuesday, December 20.

The program will include music from
the Fairy Queen by Purcell, Telemann’s
Quartetto in G Major, Mozart’s Piano
Quartet No. 2 and Peter de Rose’s
“Marshmallow World.”

In keeping with the season, the
program also will feature “Jingle
Bells,” “Silent Night” and the Hark,
which will give the audience an op-
portunity to test their voices.

Michael Schneider, an Old Guard
member, organized this program. Fea-
tured artists will include Lea Karpman
and Mr. Schneider on violin, Peggy
Reynolds on viola, Oliver Shapiro on
cello and Joan Baldwin on the key-

board. The artists will perform as a
quintet or a quartet. The ensemble has
performed in diverse venues through-
out central and northern New Jersey.

All active men age 50-plus are in-
vited to attend the Tuesday morning
meetings of the Summit Area Old
Guard. Meetings are held at the New
Providence Municipal Center, located
at 360 Elkwood Avenue, New Provi-
dence. A coffee hour starts at 9:15
a.m., followed by a 10 a.m. business
meeting brightened by singing and
humor. Guest speakers begin their
talk at 10:30 a.m.

Old Guard members participate in
sports, bridge, hikes, trips, plays, con-
certs and other cultural events. For
more information, call Jim Hewitt at
(908) 233-5507 or log onto the
website summitoldguard.org.

WESTFIELD
Wednesday, November 30, Honnie

Graham, 31, of Plainfield was ar-
rested at the Middlesex County jail
on a Westfield traffic warrant with
$2,500 bail. Additionally, Graham had
a traffic warrant and a criminal war-
rant from  Piscataway, with bail
amounts of $500 each; an Edison
traffic warrant with $500 bail; a Green
Brook traffic warrant with $500 bail,
plus an additional warrant with $500
bail. Graham was transported to the
Green Brook Police Department.

Thursday, December 1, Amanda
Oskierko, 26, of Jackson was arrested
and charged with driving while in-
toxicated (DWI) pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop in the area of Central
Avenue and Oxford Terrace. She was
transported to police headquarters,
where she was processed and released
to a responsible adult.

Thursday, December 1, Kamal
Nath, 21, of Newark was arrested on
two outstanding traffic warrants, one
from South Plainfield and the other
from Union, with bail of $200 each,
pursuant to a traffic stop at East Broad
and Elm Streets. He was transported
to police headquarters, where he was
turned over to the South Plainfield
Police Department in lieu of bail.

Thursday, December 1, police re-
ceived a report concerning fraud and
bad checks on the 800 block of
Knollwood Terrace. The victim re-
ported that one or more unknown
suspects were issuing checks payable
to her account.

Friday, December 2, Joshua Leesha,
22, of Somerset was arrested and
charged with possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance (CDS),
identified by police as less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana, dur-
ing a motor vehicle investigation at
West South Avenue and Palsted Street.
He was issued a summons and re-
leased.

Friday, December 2, Lamont
Turner, Jr., 35, of Rahway was ar-
rested on charges of possession of
less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana, possession of a CDS, identi-
fied by police as heroin, and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia. Turner
was arrested pursuant to a motor ve-
hicle stop in the area of Windsor and
Grandview Avenues. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Friday, December 2, Frank
Olaseinde, 69, of Carteret was ar-
rested and charged with DWI pursu-
ant to a motor vehicle stop in the area
of Rahway Avenue and Green Briar
Court. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was processed
and released to a responsible adult.

Saturday, December 3, Victor
Menes-Quintero, 27, of Elizabeth was
arrested on the 200 block of Elmer
Street on an outstanding National
Crime Information Center (NCIC)
warrant from Elizabeth with $5,000
bail. He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and turned over to
the Elizabeth Police Department.

Tuesday, December 6, Elizabeth
Geller, 45, of Westfield turned her-
self in at police headquarters on two
outstanding Westfield traffic war-
rants, with total bail of $130. She was
processed and released after posting
bail.

Tuesday, December 6, a resident of
the 400 block of South Euclid Av-
enue reported the theft of two pack-
ages from the porch area of the
victim’s home.

FANWOOD
Saturday, November 19, the owner

of a parked motor vehicle reported
that her vehicle was the target of
criminal mischief on the 280 block of
South Avenue.

Wednesday, November 23, an indi-
vidual reported that an unknown sus-
pect took his cell phone while the
victim was in Forest Road Park.

Sunday, November 27, a resident
of the 100 block of Westfield Road
reported that his parked motor ve-
hicle was the target of criminal mis-
chief.

Sunday, November 27, a resident
of the 10 block of Cottage Way re-
ported that her house was burglarized
sometime between November 6 and
27. An unknown person pried open a
door and, once inside, ransacked the
bedrooms. Jewelry was taken.

Monday, November 28, a resident
of the 190 block of North Martine
Avenue reported that a bicycle, val-
ued at $500, was stolen from the
property.

Tuesday, November 29, Clyde
Cohen, 44, of Westfield was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop at Martine
and Belvidere Avenues for a motor
vehicle violation. A check of the driver
showed an active warrant out of South
Plainfield. Cohen was processed,
posted bail and released.

Saturday, December 3, Rodney
Moore, 48, of Irvington was arrested
on active warrants out of Irvington,
Newark and East Orange after a mo-
tor vehicle stop at Terrill Road and
George Street for a motor vehicle
violation. Moore was processed and
turned over to Irvington Police.

Friday, December 9, a victim re-
ported that her cell phone was taken
out of her unlocked parked motor
vehicle in the area of the 260 block of
South Avenue. The value of the cell
phone is $570.

Saturday, December 10, Jermaine
Williams, 25, of Jersey City was ar-
rested on an active warrant out of
Jersey City following a motor vehicle
stop at Terrill Road and East 2nd
Street for a motor vehicle violation.
He was processed and turned over to
the Jersey City Police Department.

Monday, December 12, Kanakaraj
Sarella, 31, of Edison was arrested on
an active warrant out of Scotch Plains

after a random license plate check on
Terrill Road by East 2nd Street. He
was processed, posted bail and re-
leased.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Wednesday, November 30, a resi-

dent of Maple View Court reported
being the victim of fraud after some-
one opened a cable TV account using
her information.

Friday, December 2, Andre D.
Jones, 25, of Plainfield was arrested
for having an outstanding warrant
after a motor vehicle stop was con-
ducted.

Friday, December 2, a resident of
Henry Street reported that her purse
was stolen from an unknown location
and that several charges had been
made with her credit cards.

Friday, December 2, Jacob D.
Eichman, 22, of South Bound Brook
was arrested for having a warrant out
of Somerville after a motor vehicle
stop.

Saturday, December 3, Katherine
E. Guerra, 21, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested for having an outstanding war-
rant out of Rahway after a motor
vehicle stop.

Saturday, December 3, Curtis
Davis, 59, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with theft after a conve-
nience store employee noticed Davis
stealing numerous bottles of medica-
tions, according to police.

CRANFORD
Saturday, November 26, John

Chinchar, 18, Brian Gioioso, 20, Sean
Leonard,18, John Lobue, 19, and
Ahmad Davis, 19, all of Cranford,
were arrested and charged with sec-
ond degree robbery. A 22-year-old
Garwood resident reported that he
was beaten and robbed by a group of
male suspects while walking on Lin-
coln Avenue West near Benjamin
Street. The group approached the vic-
tim as he was walking on the side-
walk, struck the victim in his face,
causing him to fall, after which one
of the suspects removed the victim’s
wallet from his pocket prior to flee-
ing on foot. Police identified the sus-
pects after a week-long investigation.
All five suspects were released on
$10,000 bail. The victim sustained
minor injuries from the robbery but
was not transported to the hospital.

Monday, December 5, Luis Torres,
39, of Rahway and Angel Torres, 39,
of Roselle were arrested and charged
with possession with intent to dis-
tribute (prescription pills); posses-
sion of a weapon; possession of a
CDS (cocaine and heroin); posses-
sion of paraphernalia and resisting
arrest after a motor vehicle stop at the
intersection of East South Avenue
and Washington Place for failing to
maintain a lane. After an investiga-
tion at the scene, police asked the
driver, Angel Torres, to exit the ve-
hicle. Angel Torres refused to exit the
vehicle, and began resisting arrest
while being taken into custody. Fur-
ther investigation revealed that An-
gel Torres was in possession of a
large hunting knife, heroin, prescrip-
tion pills, crack cocaine and mari-
juana. A passenger, Luis Torres, was
in possession of heroin and cocaine.
Both Luis and Angel Torres were pro-
cessed and released pending a Supe-
rior Court appearance. Angel Torres
also was issued motor vehicle sum-
monses for failing to maintain a lane
and having a CDS in a motor vehicle.

Monday, December 5, Matthew
Cladek, 32, of Cranford was arrested
and charged with possession of a hy-
podermic needle after a motor ve-
hicle stop at the intersection of East
North and East Lincoln Avenues for a
seatbelt violation. Cladek was pro-
cessed and released pending a Mu-
nicipal Court appearance.

Monday, December 5, Brian Pierre,
26, of Roselle and Brianna Ford, 21,
of Linden were arrested on charges of
possession with intent to distribute
(cocaine); possession of marijuana
under 50 grams and possession of
paraphernalia following a motor ve-
hicle stop at the intersection of East
South and Walnut Avenues for an
equipment violation. Following an
investigation at the scene police lo-
cated a quantity of crack cocaine on
the driver, Pierre. Additionally, po-
lice located marijuana inside the ve-
hicle. Both Pierre and a passenger,
Ford, were arrested, processed and
released pending a Superior Court
appearance. Pierre also was issued
motor vehicle summonses for unclear
plates and having a CDS in a motor
vehicle.

Wednesday, December 7, Piotr
Dorobek, 24, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested and charged with possession
of marijuana under 50 grams and pos-
session of paraphernalia following a
motor vehicle stop at the intersection
of Centennial Avenue and Raritan
Road after the driver failed to utilize
his directional signal. Police located
marijuana inside the vehicle. Dorobek
was processed and released pending
a Municipal Court appearance.
Dorobek also was issued motor ve-
hicle summonses for failure to utilize
a turn signal, obstructed view and
having a CDS inside a motor vehicle.

Saturday, December 10, Jesse
McQueen, 60, of Roselle was arrested
on charges of possession of marijuana
under 50 grams, possession of a CDS
(cocaine) and possession of parapher-
nalia after the motor vehicle in which
he was a passenger was stopped at the
intersection of Raritan Road and Cen-
tennial Avenue for a cell phone viola-
tion. Following an investigation at the
scene police located cocaine and mari-
juana on McQueen. McQueen was
processed and released pending a Su-
perior Court appearance. The driver
was issued a motor vehicle summons
for utilizing a cell phone while operat-
ing a motor vehicle.

Single Jewish Friends
Set Sunday Luncheon
AREA — The Circle of Single Jew-

ish Friends will hold a luncheon this
Sunday, December 18, at noon. It will
take place at Jade Dynasty Chinese
Restaurant, located at 925 Amboy Av-
enue, Edison. The cost is the price of a
meal off the menu and tip plus $3. If
interested, respond to Roberta at (908)
668-8450 or roger678@optonline.net.

OFFICE CLERK WANTED

Office Sales Clerk (Part-time 9AM-
2PM) needed at a small janitorial
supply company in Plainfield, NJ.
Must be friendly and able to
communicate with customers,
answer calls and process orders
on "QuickBooks". Some computer
knowledge is preferred, but
not necessary. Will Train!
Retirees welcome!  NO BENEFITS

Email resume/info to:
hbsupplies@verizon.net

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 510-2542

DEYCI’S CLEANING SERVICES

ASIAN ANTIQUES WANTED

All Other Antiques Welcome.
High Prices Paid for Asian Antiques
North Plainfield Antique Gallery
1006 RT22 E. North Plainfield, NJ
Ask for Joseph (973) 641-8053

EXPERT  MATH  TUTOR

AP-certified, veteran HS math tu-
tor specializing in calculus and
precalculus. Master's, very expe-
rienced, patient, excellent results.
Please call Mel: (732) 603-9521

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design. Padded Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $75.

Call (908) 654-6091

WESTFIELD OFFICE TO SUBLET

Ideal for Therapists, Psychologists
Social Workers & Marriage
Counselors Counseling Room,
Waiting Room and Restroom.
Private Parking and Street Parking.
Available as of October 1st, 2016
(908) 265-0784 or (908) 232-6118

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE that on the 13th day of
December, 2016, the Planning Board of
the Township of Cranford, in the County of
Union took the following actions:

1. Scheduled Wednesday January 11,
2017 as the Board’s Reorganization meet-
ing.

Kathleen Murray
Board Secretary

1 T - 12/15/16, The Leader Fee: $11.73

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

TAKE NOTICE that on the 5th day of
December, 2016, the Zoning Board of the
Township of Cranford, in the County of
Union took the following actions:

1. Scheduled Monday January 9, 2017
as the Board’s Reorganization meeting.

Jeffrey Pistol
Board Secretary

1 T - 12/15/16, The Leader Fee: $11.22

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats.

 Please email resume:
editor@goleader.com
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8th Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll

Ackerman, Matthew; Ahmed,
Zahra; Anderson, Julia; Attia, Dina;
Barton, Graham; Benaojan, Keren
Jian; Beyert, Jamie; Bielen, Eliza-
beth; Birse, Sebastian; Brogan, Jo-
seph; Bryson, Gerard; Campbell,
Claire; Cerrachio, Amanda; Cherry,
Hannah; Cioffi, Anna; Collins,
Caroline; Corsentino, Nicholas; Dav-
enport, Francesca; Dente, Gianna;
Doyle, Paige; Eagan, Kelly; Endy,
Grace; Fleming, Mia;  Gonzalez,
Jacqueline; Harding, Spencer; Har-
ris, Cooper; Helfman, Shannon;
Jackler, Garrett; Jepsen, Emma;
Johnson-Milstein, Julia; Kobori, Xe-
nia; Koonce, D’aja; Kornfeld, Jer-
emy; Kylish, Erin; Lanza, Grace;
Lara-Rodriguez, Jason; Lee, Natalie;
Levy, Andrew; Li, Brett; Liang,
Guanyun; Luo, Grace; Mackey, Julia;
Manning, Douglas; Marner, Sean;
Mason, Owen; Mautone, Emily;
McCann, Dylan; Mehta, Mira; Metz,
Noah; Moise Kleinman, Marni;
Mordkovich, Eric; Naeveke, Heloise;
Ng, Brandon; Ohlig, William; Ortiz,
Jordan; Ossman, Julia; Palia, Eric;
Patel, Reva; Pemberton, Natalie;
Pietrewicz, Emma; Popa, Bianca;
Qiang, Anna; Reynders, Patrick;
Rizzi, Christopher; Romero, Alina;
Ronnen, Rebecca; Rosenthal,
Meredith; Scialabba, Maxwell;
Simpson; Rachel; Snyder, Kyle;
Stewart, Henry; Stirrup, Daniel;
Sugrue, Emma; Sullivan, Jane; Sun,
Evan; Tananbaum, Sophie; Thorburn,
John; Tichenor, Anna; Waddell,
Mckenzie; Wang, Aprina; Weinstein,
Julia; Wendler, Amanda; Wendler,
Jacob; Wistner, Katherine; Wojno-
Oranski, Julia; Zhao, Caroline; Zhao,
Kailey

8th grade
Honor Roll

AbdelRahman, Ishak; Alliegro,
Kaitlyn; Arkin, Jack; Barry, Luke;
Bazsa, Anna; Beaulieu, Chloe;
Becker, Julia; Becker, Sean;
Beinhaker, Lleyton; Bencivenga,
Jake; Berger, Dylan; Bergerman,
Emily; Beurer, Charles; Bielen,
Caroline; Birle, James; Brennan,
Andrew; Brillantes, Kelsey; Brown,
Salvatore; Burke, Brynne; Cabral,
Olivia; Calandra, Victoria;
Caramagno, Alexander; Carlin,
Shane; Carrero, Ralph; Castellanos-
Watson, Amya; Cerro, Erica; Chen,
Thomas; Ciano, John; Ciullo, Emma;
Claiborne, John; Cohen, Andrew;
Cohen, Eli; Cohen, Russell; Cosenza,
Nicole; Cozewith, Bram; D’Agosta,
Griffin; Dayon, Rebekkah; Delforte,
Jacob; Donofrio, Olivia; Edwards,
Emily; Evans, Kathryn; Fernandez,
Allison; Gallo, Giovanni; Garceau,
Benjamin; Garcia, Lisset; Garnhart,
Mason; Gero, Michael; Geschickter,
Lindsay; Goldberg, Jenna; Greeley,
Harrison; Green, Alexander;
Grochan, Christopher; Heber,
Audrey; Hobson, Michaela; Horvath,
Samantha; Imperial, Grace; Jawor,
Brandon; Jean, Keri; Jonsson, Nikhil;
Jonsson, Rohan; Joseph, Thomas;
Kaplan, Zachary; Kelesoglu, Jack;
Kim, Samuel; Krueger, Max; Lechner,
Nathan; Leuthold, Ryan; Mackey,
Tyler; Mangiamele, Gianna; Mason,
Morgan; McGlynn, William;
Mcguire, Elizabeth; Melao, Matthew;
Mizerek, Lorenzo; Moncayo,
Paulette; Morrison, Adam; Morrison,
Aidan; Muselli, Jenna; North,
Finnegan; O’Brien, Timothy; O’Gara-
Donovan, Kerry; Palit, Aishik; Patel,
Rohan; Petruzzi, Jason; Principato,
Sophia; Puglisi, Robert; Ricca, Will-
iam; Ricerca, Gabriella; Ruiz,
Isabella; Sampson, Brian; Santamaria,
Dilany; Scantlebury, Thalia; Shakal,
Daniel; Silva, Madeline; Smith, Mat-
thew; Strauss, Robert; Sullivan,
Madeleine; Sur, Louise-Marie; Tsarsi,
Alexa; Waller, Mattie; Weinstein,
Jesse; Werder, Kyle; White, Amanda;
Wilkerson, Amaya; Wolf, Ellery;
Xavier, Breanna; Xiong, Eugene; Yu,
Justin; Zadrozny, Mary; Zhao, Andy

7th Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll

Anderson, Justin; Aronowitz,
Emma; Baker, Aleksandra; Barker,
Jack; Bauer, Samantha; Bruder,
Hailey; Bryson, Mia; Calugay, Kalea;
Capistrano, Cayla; Carrero, Antonio;

Honor Roll
Edison Intermediate School - 1st Marking Period

SEASON OF GIVING… Eighth grade students at The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison visit the Giving Tree, from which they selected ornaments with
gift suggestions for autistic children attending the Crossroads School in Westfield.
The gifts will be delivered to the school for autistic children next week. Pictured,
from left: Nadia Valcourt of South Plainfield, Kyler Montague of West Orange,
Emma Jacobson of Metuchen, John Papetti of Elizabeth, Sara Reiss of Fords, Sara
Piao of Edison, Michael Peruzzo of Westfield and Olivia DeSousa of Iselin.

 Learning to Cope with Loss
Program Held at WHS

Celentano, Luca; Cho, Christopher;
Colby, Justin; Conte, Brynne; Crann,
Sean; Czarnecki, Sean; Daly, Conor;
DiDario, Melissa; DiFilippo, Kim-
berly; Duan, Chelsea; Duguid,
Genevieve; Engel, Emily; Fiorindo,
Carmen; Fonseca, Ivan; Fowler,
Emilia; Frankhouser, Hannah;
Freidberg, Mia; Gasson, Riley;
Gefken, James; Gonzalez, Alexa;
Gonzalez, John; Gonzalez, Manuel;
Guerrero, Daniel; Guerrero-Herrera,
Erica; Harnisher, Eric; Hu, Rachel;
Jacobson, Chloe; Jain, Anjali; Joseph,
Melinda; Jyotishi, Shreya; Kahney,
Jack; Kaprowski, James; Katz,
Nathaniel; Katz, Samantha; Kelly,
Jack; Klikushin, Michael;
Koellhoffer, Sean; Koetje, Trinity;
Laguna, Casey; Lane, Timothy; Li,
Cynthia; Linsky, Brinley; Logan,
Sean; Logozzo, Sydney; Lourenco,
Alexa; Madrigal, Matthew; Maguire,
William; Martin, Jack; McCauley,
Margaret; McKenna, Michael;
Molen, Emily; Murray, Torrin;
O’Brien, Kayla; Owens, Maximilian;
Palmer, Katherine; Pardo, Griffin;
Peretz, Katey; Pietrewicz, Lindsey;
Pilch, Nicole; Pinkhasov, Joshua;
Pravlik, Ava; Price, John; Prip, Chris-
tian; Qin, Lillian; Regencia, Sofia;
Richards, Dylan; Rickard, Anna;
Roitman, Zachary; Ruhnke, Olivia;
Saunders, Carly; Saunders, Jack;
Scanlan, Colman; Schoen, Nicholas;
Schwartz, Charlotte; Sharkey, Carsen;
Shih, Noelle; Silverman, Payton;
Spadaro, Sophia; Spergel, Benjamin;
Sreenivasan, Vijay; Strout, Fiona;
Strout, Gillian; Su, Kimberly;
Sutcliffe, Mary Hannah; Swenson,
Matthew; Talwar, Ashley; Tanemori,
Takekuni; Tompkins, Evan; Urbinato,
Kate; Useloff, Samara; Vaca, Victoria;
Velkov, Zhana; Walsh, Thomas; War-
ren, Kevin; Xi, Alina; Xiao, Amy;
Xiong, Isabella; Yang, Kevin; Yang,
Yuchen; Zdep, Jessica; Zelechowski,
Natalie; Zhang, Andrew; Zhu,
Kaiyang; Zong, Sarah

7th Grade
Honor Roll

Adamson, Shannon; Agne, Daniela;
Alpizar, Olivia; Anyaele, Ikenna;
Arndt, Kevin; Azevedo, Raquel;
Barraza, Zander; Beke, Matthew;
Bennett, Peter; Bernardes, Julia;
Blake, Ryan; Bonner, Michael;
Bracco, Ava; Broaddus, Samuel;
Brooks, Aden; Broughton, Amy;
Bryan, Olivia; Burke, Ellijah; Cafiero,
Jordan; Camacho, Seth; Camangian,
Eva; Ciccia, Christopher; Claiborne,
George; Cohen, Charlotte; Colannino,
Brooke; Contract, Adam; Conway,
Isabella; Coyle, Emma; Csorba, James;
Cunningham, Michael; Cunningham,
Patrick; Eisman, Samantha; Flynn,
Abigail; Foley, Jenna; Fowler, Ronan;
Frank, Celia; Galella, Andrew;
Gallagher, Patrick; Gauthier, Isabelle;
Gavula, Chloe; Gialluisi, Mark;
Gimblette, Colin; Golub, Amelia;
Gordon, Emily; Guinane, Colin; Hach,
Madison; Hacker, Benjamin; Heimall,
Matthew; Heinze, Emma; Hess,
Steven; Hickey, Reagan; Horn,
Matilda; Howland, Logan; Hu, Ashley;
Hughes, Thomas; Iannuzzi, Charles;
Jackson, Kaitlyn; Jeckell, Vivian;
Jiang, Andrew; Juatco, Triselle Ellise;
Khasanova, Alina; Kiefer, Maxmilian;
Lagatta, Isabella; Lang, Gerard; Lee,
Nya; Levy, Lucas; Mckinney, Erin;
Miesch, Parker; Miles, Katherine;
Morales, Samantha; Mustafa, Shirzad;
Nadeau, Avalon; Naeseth, Emma;
Nam, Joseph; Navarro, Alex;
O’Connor, Madelin; Oberstein, Nate;
Oliveira, Chloe; Oliveri, Gregory;
Panjwani, Kavya; Panora, Nicolas;
Pantalena, Riley; Petrassi, Emma;
Pinchuk, Madelyn; Raber, Grace;
Ramdath, Daniel; Rees, Whitney;
Reilly, Molly; Rickert, Amanda;
Rokhsar, Max; Sabato, Gwendolyn;
Sachdev, Karishma; San Giacomo,
Anthony; Sandak, Sarah; Scantlebury,
Alina; Shapiro, Theo; Sherman, Ellie;
Sontz, Tyler; Stone, Lauren;
Tardibuono, Thomas; Toth, Jake;
Trower, Kyle; Vasquez, Grace;
Vierschilling, Cottler; Villacreses,
Alexa; Wallis, Amanda; Walsh,
Brendan; Wang, Nicole; Weinberg,
Ethan; Weiner, Rachel; Wen, George;
Werner, Amanda; Whitehead, Hannah;
Wilcomes, Eden; Young, Jack;
Zong, Patrick

 Kindergarten, First Grade
Registration Told in Westfield

COPING WITH LOSS.The entire 9th grade student body of Westfield High
School (WHS) learned lessons about loss and supporting one another through
life’s challenges in an assembly presented by the WHS Health Department, the
school’s peer support program, and by Connie Palmer, LCSW, Training Director
at Imagine, A Center for Coping with Loss.

WESTFIELD – Although Westfield
High School (WHS) students cer-
tainly know how to win, the school’s
health educators want them to be pre-
pared for loss as well. Understanding
the strain that entering high school
could have on teenagers, the WHS
Health Department continues to build
on its support program for students.

In addition to a transition program
arranged by the WHS Counseling
Department, the Health Department
and the school’s new peer support
program called “The Guy & Girl
Thing Hangout” invited the entire
freshman class to learn lessons about
loss and supporting one another
through life’s challenges. The most
recent presentation was given by
Connie Palmer, LCSW, Training Di-
rector at Imagine, A Center for Cop-
ing with Loss.

Student facilitators presented along-
side Ms. Palmer by sharing their per-
sonal stories of loss, including the loss
of parents and friends, divorce, mov-
ing, injuries, and more. They spoke
about what the effects of their losses
were and what was and wasn’t helpful
to them in their grief journey. The stu-
dents learned that simply being present
and listening with an empathetic heart
can make all the difference to a grieving
friend or loved one.

When asked about his experience
sharing his story, WHS senior Trevor
Koleszarik said, “When I shared it, I
felt like I was the person I was meant
to be. I didn’t have to wear a mask and
people listened to me. I want every-
one to feel that way. I want them to
know that it’s okay to cry and to feel
upset because without those emotions
you wouldn’t really be living life. So
it’s okay to take off your mask.”

  According to Superintendent of
Schools, Margaret Dolan, “One of
the goals in the district’s strategic
plan for 2016-2021 is to ‘Foster a
Culture of Health and Wellness.’ Two
specific steps to achieve this goal are
to ‘encourage coping skills and resil-

iency’ and ‘partner with mental health
community resources.’ Our peer sup-
port programs, in collaboration with
outside resources, help to strengthen
the achievement of these goals for the
benefit of our students and their fami-
lies,” added Ms Dolan.

Susan Kolesar, a health educator at
Westfield High School and founder of
the “The Guy & Girl Thing Hangout”,
regards the most recent presentation
as a perfect example of this plan com-
ing to fruition.  Kolesar said, “We all
have losses, and developing healthy
coping skills is not only vital to stu-
dents’ physical and mental health, but
to their academic success as well.”

“It is well known that Westfield has
excellent academic, athletic, and arts
programs for its students,” continued
Kolesar.  “Now they are fast becom-
ing leaders in making student health
and wellness a top priority by adding
to some already great programs such
as the long-standing Transition
Project, a peer education program
that strives to help freshmen make a
successful adjustment to WHS by
making healthy decisions in their re-
lationships and in the way they use
time and balance responsibilities,”
she explained.

Following the presentation, Ms.
Palmer expressed how impressed she
was with both the students who pre-
sented and the freshmen who attended
the presentation.  She said, "Grieving
students often feel alone...but not to-
day at Westfield High School.  Watch-
ing students learn so much from one
another and support one another was
so inspiring.  I could see their resil-
iency blossoming!”

To learn more about “The Guy &
Girl Thing Hangout” peer support
program or to help support the pro-
gram, contact Susan Kolesar at
skolesar@westfieldnjk12.org.  For
more information about Imagine’s
grief education program “#Here4U”,
go to www.Imaginenj.org or call
(908)264-3100.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Public School District will be regis-
tering children who will become eli-
gible for kindergarten in the 2017-
2018 school year. The District also
is interested in reaching children who
have not attended the Westfield Pub-
lic Schools for kindergarten but will
enter first grade in the fall. “It is very
helpful for the District to have this
information so that we may effec-
tively plan for every new child,”
stated Superintendent of Schools,
Margaret Dolan. “We look forward
to welcoming our new young learn-
ers.”

Kindergarten registration for all
children who are residents of
Westfield reaching the age of five on
or before October 1, 2017, will be
held at Lincoln School, 728 Westfield
Avenue. Lincoln School is the cen-
tralized kindergarten location for the
Westfield Public Schools.  Parents
may register children eligible for
kindergarten on the dates and during
the times indicated below by first
calling (908) 789-4455 for an ap-
pointment.

Daytime appointments will be:
Monday, January 9, 9 a.m. to 11:30
a.m.; Tuesday, January 10, 9 a.m. to
11:30 a.m.; Thursday, January 12, 9
a.m. to 11:30 a.m.; Wednesday, Janu-
ary 18, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.; Thursday,
January 19, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.; Friday,
January 20, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.

Kindergarten evening appoint-
ments will be: Wednesday, January
25, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. and Thursday,
January 26, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.

First Grade Registration for all
children who are residents of
Westfield reaching the age of six on
or before October 1, 2017 and have
not yet attended the Westfield Public
Schools is as follows: Daytime Reg-
istration: Franklin School - (908)
789-4591- Thursday, January 5, 8
a.m. to 4 p.m.; Franklin School -
(908) 789-4591- Friday, January 6,
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Jefferson School -
(908) 789-4490 - Monday, January
9, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Jefferson School
-(908) 789-4490 - Tuesday, January
10, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.; McKinley School
- (908) 789-4555 - Friday, January
13, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Tamaques School
- (908) 789-4580 - Thursday, Janu-
ary 19, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Washington
School - (908) 789-4600 - Tuesday,
January 10, 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.;
Wilson School - (908) 789-4605 -
Monday, January 23, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Evening appointments to register
first graders who are new to the
Westfield Public Schools will be held
Tuesday, January 24, 6 p.m. to 8
p.m. (for all schools) in the Admin-
istration Building, 302 Elm Street,
Room 106 (first floor). Please call
(908) 789-4420 for an evening ap-
pointment at Elm Street.

All new students will be required
to have the following information
for registration in the Westfield Pub-
lic Schools:  Birth certificate with
raised seal from the Bureau of Vital
Statistics; Two proofs of residency
documents such as a copy of a re-
corded deed, tax bill, mortgage state-
ment or fully executed copy of lease
agreement, along with a current util-
ity statement or any other documen-
tation that shows that the student
seeking to be enrolled maintains his
or her permanent home within the
Town of Westfield; Personal Health
History; and Proof of Immunization
(most recent record), which includes:

Diphtheria, Pertussis and Tetanus

vaccine (DPT Series) – 4 doses with
1 dose given on or after the fourth
birthday, or any total of 5 doses.
Poliomyelitis vaccine – 3 doses of
oral poliovirus vaccine (OPV) or
enhanced inactivated polio vaccine
(IPV), with 1 dose given on or after
the fourth birthday, or any 4 doses
spaced by a minimum of 1 month.
Rubeola (Measles) vaccine – 2 doses
given on or after the first birthday
separated by at least a month, or
laboratory documentation of immu-
nity. Rubella (German Measles) vac-
cine – 1 dose given on or after the
first birthday, or laboratory docu-
mentation of immunity. Mumps vac-
cine – 1 dose given on or after the
first birthday, or laboratory docu-
mentation of immunity. Hepatitis B
vaccine – 3 doses or laboratory docu-
mentation of immunity. Varicella
vaccine - one dose of varicella vac-
cine on or after the first birthday or
proof of disease or immunity is re-
quired for children 19 months of age
or older who attend a child care
center, or are entering Kindergarten
or Grade 1. State law will not permit
any child to be admitted to a public
school unless immunizations have
been completed and documented by
an M.D., D.O., or Nurse Practitio-
ner, specifically indicating a day,
month and year administered.

Only one entry physical examina-
tion is necessary on admission to
kindergarten or first grade (pre-K
physical may be the entry physical).
A 5 year physical exam is recom-
mended.

Registration, Personal Health His-
tory, Physical Exam and Medical
Records forms are available on the
district web site at
www.westfieldnjk12.org. They are
located within the Parents tab under
the “New Student Registration
Forms” link and can be printed and
completed before the scheduled reg-
istration date. These forms are also
available by calling one of the
schools.

Should parents have any questions
about the registration process, please
call one of the Westfield Public
Schools. In the event of a delayed
opening or school closing due to
inclement weather, registration for
that day will be rescheduled.

Union County College
Names Board Member

CRANFORD – At the December 6
meeting of the Union County College
Board of Trustees and Governors,
Tamecka M. Dixon, former WNBA
All-Star, was sworn in to serve as a
new Governor. Ms. Dixon, of
Westfield, is the owner and operator
of Avis Car Rentals Services in
Westfield.

Ms. Dixon grew up in Union
County. She attended Linden High
School, where she was named a High
School All-American by the Women’s
Basketball Coaches Association. She
went on to play basketball in the Big
12 at the University of Kansas and
after graduation, was drafted into the
Women’s National Basketball Asso-
ciation (WNBA) where she played
for a total of 12 years, retiring in
2010. She is best known for her time
as a professional basketball player
with the Los Angeles Sparks, when
she earned the title of WNBA All-
Star for three consecutive years, and
WNBA World Champion for two
consecutive years.

Jewelers&N C
Nabig Sakr Carmen Cascao908-233-3380

102 Quimby Street Westfield, NJ

Perfect Holiday Gifts

M T W Thurs & F: 10am to 7:30pm

Saturday: 10am to 5:30pm • Sunday: 11am to 4pm

Holiday Hours:

HOLIDAY SALE 25% Off
All In-Stock Merchandise • December 1st thru 24th
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58 Elm Street • Westfield

www.juxtaposegallery.com
908-232-3278

Saturday, December 17th • 11am - 5pm
Sunday, December 18th • 11am - 3pm

The Perfect Gift for Christmas

Due Sorelle Jewelry
Annual Holiday Trunk Show

TIERED

PRICING

AVAILABLE

ENTER TO WIN

A FREE

PAIR OF

EARRINGS!
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Rules Don’t Apply
The Politics of Entitlement

2 & ½ popcorns

TREE HAULERS...The Westfield High School band and choir programs are
again offering their “Christmas Tree Pick-up” program. For $15 choir and band
members will remove Christmas trees from the curb. Pick up is scheduled for
Saturday, January 7 (snow date of Saturday, January 14). The registration
deadline is Saturday, December 31. To register email whsxmas@gmail.com.
Proceeds from the event benefit the choir and band.

8th Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll

Kristen Adams, Kyra Antonello,
Lydia Baik, Abigail Binaday, Erika
Bretz, Gabriel Carrascoso, Luke
Checchio, Haley Cino, John Michael
Cristobal, Amit Deshpande, Owen
Ferrone, Dennis Gannon, Elisa
Herstatt, Seth Jahnke, Chloe
Kaminsky, Hannah Kriney, Sophia
Lama, Jolie Lubalin, Kali McKinney,
Brendan Mullany, Jayden Nyamiaka,
Cory Phillips, Faith Price, David
Riedell, Chloe Rousseau, Nicolas
Ruggiero, Jessica Schramm, Marga-
ret Smith, Sukriti Srinivasa, Nicholas
Susino, Andrew Villardi, Hayden
Widder, Jonathan Wiener, Zackery
Wong, Justin Zimmerman

7th Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll

Anas Abdelkader, Kaitlyn
Acevedo, Aliyah Adkins, Joseph
Baldwin, Thomas Baylock, Joseph
Berry, Moumit Bhattacharjee, Mourik
Bhattacharjee, Stephanie Brown,
Kelly Chesky, Kaelin Cunningham,
Lila Dasi, Ashley DeFrancesco, Jake
DeGaetano, Eve Delaney, Julia
DeVizio, Francesca DiLollo, Isabella
DiLollo, Robert Dobies, Terence
Downey, Riley Dwyer, Lindsay
Edelman, Alexa Fazio, Emily Friscia,
Charles Garrett, Katelyn Gaulin, Evan
Gomillion, Thomas Granville, Natalie
Green, Lauren Hahn, Gisele Herb,
Chloe Howell, Julia Jackson, Quinn
Jackson, Benjamin Jiras, Nina
Johnson, Sherin Kachroo, Maeve
Kahora, Brendan Karyczak, Zoe
Kekelis, Grace Kennedy, Alyona
Kladova, Taylor Klein, Richa
Kulkarni, Rica Briana Lopez, Jack-
son Lubalin, Gianna Mavilla, Connor
McCreesh, Madalyn McEvoy, Kaitlyn
Mohabir, Nirayka Monga, Jazlyn
Navarro, Therese Nitro, Christian
Normant, Alessia Novello, Andrew
Perper, Charlotte Pollack, Erika
Powell, Aidan Robertson, Julia Rosen,
Emilia Saccento, Jake Schunke, Ben-
jamin Seidenberg, Nayana Sharma,
Amelia Sherman, Marisa Singh,
Benedetto Skirde, Natalie Skolar,
Alexander Smith, Joshua Sokolsky,
John Stellakis, Anna Szczuka, Jason
Tannenbaum, Aidan Trenery, Jason
Trivisonno, Morgan Tsin, Alyssa
Warbeck, Stella Whitefield, Dorothy
Wilson, Kerrin Wojcik, Emily Wyrwa,
Emily Yang, Anthony Zhang, Katarina
Zikas

6th Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll

Jason Abate, Amanda Abdelmalak,
Hasan Ali, Naa Ashie, Abigail Balagot,
Grace Beirne, Riley Bhatia, Elisa
Bianco, Ava Billotto, Aaron Binaday,
Isabella Blake, Lily Camacho, Orencia
Casimiro, Claire Cassidy, Ryan
Cawley, Nicholas Champagne, Hel-
ena Chan, Cara Checchio, Kendall
Chiang, Samuel Chichester, Alexandra
Chouinard, Zachary Chung, Alexa
Chuy, Syona Dalvi, Rushil Damania,
Disha Debnath, Ivana Delgado-
Arvelo, Theresa DeVall, Madison
Diaz, Madeline Disalvo, Olivia
Eckstine, Olivia Encarnacion, Jack
Fallo, Carter Fallon, Emma Fang,
Shaylin Farley, Sean Ferrone, Lily
Friebely, Emmet Fynes, Sophia Gallo,
Meghan Garrido, Grace Germinder,
Ella Goldstein, Leah Herb, Emily
Homer, Luke Kalafat, Justin Koizumi,
Lucia Laumbach, Gavin Lesnevich,
Allison Lesser, Alina Lessing, John
Lopez, Ava Mach, Shehzad
Madraswalla, Mikayla Mari, Kaelan
Mattos, Ella Mauer, Thomas Metzger,
Meagan Migliaccio, Alicia Murphy,
Matthew Murray, Jessica Navarro,
Alden Nyamiaka, Sarah Paolella,
Dylan Patel, Jay Patel, Ella Platts, Zoe
Quraishi, Katherine Ramalho, Vikram
Ravishankar, Peter Reilly, Jordana
Reisberg, Kady Rettino, Morgan Ritter,
Asmita Sharma, Mireille Silva, An-
drew Smith, Dominic Souza, Anthony
Tittanegro, Gianna Tucker, Alicia
Valenciano, Bianca Valente, Jayleen
Velez, Ketevan Vepkhvadze, Lauren
Verrastro, Gabriella Virga, Morgan
Virgil, Nathan Ward, Margaret
Whitney, Georgia Williamson, Andy
Zhu, Mattingly Zullo

8th Grade
Regular Honor Roll

Grace Abdy, Thomas Agueros,
Chloe Alce, Adam Ali, Mia Aponte,
Kotey Ashie, Kayla Avila, Elena
Balecha, Anjila Banks, Lindsey
Bartley, Ethan Berkman, Zachary
Billotto, Dylan Bordman, Joshua
Bordman, Kristian Borysiak, Bran-
don Bowles, Benjamin Brenner,
Lauren Brenner, Nicole Britt, Marissa
Burton, Sydney Byers, Olivia
Calcaterra, Hunter Cardenas, Vivian
Chiang, Emma Chichester, Kaelie
Chung, Abigail Conklin, Devin Cooke,
Vincent Cucci, Eric Cunningham,
Meredith Czurlanis, Diego Da Motta,
Rhythm Desai, Jonathan Dionisio,

Honor Roll
Park Middle School - 1st Marking Period

George to the Rescue in
Westfield

NBC’s George to the Rescue and
Westfield’s own Michael Robert Con-
struction teamed up to bring a fresh
start to a Westfield family, the
Ledermans. After a long fight bat-
tling acute myeloid leukemia, Darren
Lederman passed, leaving his family
-  wife Stacey, daughter Emma and
son Noah -  reeling. The family had
moved in with Stacey’s parents (long-
term Westfield residents) during
Darren’s final years, and after he
passed, they made this their home.
But difficult memories overpowered
the space.

A friend recommended the
Lederman’s home for George to the
Rescue, a show focusing on renovat-
ing homes of deserving families with
special circumstances and challenges.
Ellie and Michael Mroz of Michael
Robert Construction had previously
teamed up with George to “rescue” a
Fanwood family, and they couldn’t
be more enthusiastic about pitching
in again when approached by NBC to
help out in their hometown.

With the objective of keeping the
memory of Darren’s love alive but
creating a foundation for a fresh start,
husband/wife team Mike and Ellie,
along with the crew of George, set
upon the task of a complete renova-
tion of 3 bedrooms, a bathroom, hall-
way and more. While Mike and his
crew focused on demolition, expan-
sion and building new spaces, Ellie

set her attention on reflecting the
family’s personality in complete inte-
rior design effort. While the entire
project was only 2 months, friends of
Mike and Ellie recall the 2AM nights
they frequently mentioned during this
time period, waking up to jot down
extra details and surprises. Mike and
Ellie and their team worked tirelessly
to solicit and secure donations from
local tile, wood supply, furniture and
decor vendors, with their company,
Michael Robert Construction, donat-
ing all of the labor and any additional
supplies that were needed.  “The com-
munity never ceased to amaze me —
individuals that were touched in some
way by the Ledermans continually
approached me to see if they could
help,” noted Ellie. And no wonder -
Mike received weekly notes of thanks
from Stacey Lederman. “The family
couldn’t have been more apprecia-
tive or kind,” he noted.

To see the space’s transformation,
witness the family’s reactions and to
watch other surprises NBC and
Michael Robert Construction have in
store, please stay tuned for the airing
of the episode in early Spring 2017.
For more glimpses of the finished
project, visit Houzz.com, specifically:
http://www.houzz.com/projects/
2188366

Mike and Ellie Mroz of Westfield’s Michael Robert Construction work alongside
the crew of George to the Rescue.

Shannon Downey, Ryan Duthie, Mel-
issa Falk, David Farin, Alexander
Fazzino, Mary Fazzino, Lenore
Ferguson, Besnik Ferizi, Daniel
Ferrone, Claire Fisher, Monica
Forman, Joseph Gale, Joshua Garcia,
Jade Glassman, Paul Harris, Ava
Hausle, Ryen Hoover, Victor Johnson,
Ian Joshua, Sean Kennedy, Shruti
Khandelwal, Paul Koizumi, Shelby
Kumpf, Sean Lage, Rebecca Lancaster,
Elisa Laurenzano, Maura Leahy,
Cynthia Liang, Noah Lievre, Joseph
Linder, Dallas Lorenzetti, Jordan
Lowe, Alexa Mach, Lucas Mackey,
Jordan Matty, William Mauer, Natalie
Mikula, Hadley Moran, Sabrina
Negley, Holly Nelson, Sabrina Ngu,
Brendan Ong, Kaitlyn Otero, Kayla
Paprocki, Ethan Pawelec, Maximilian
Pelosi, Max Perone, Emma Philip,
Ryan Price, Lucien Prophete, Hana
Ramjohn, Ralph Ramos, Kaitlyn
Reilly, Sarai Reuben, Brian Roessle,
Hadley Rose, Amanda Rossi, Emma
Route, Cassandra Salot, William
Schetelich, Erica Schindler, Paul
Schiumo, Simone Schomberg,
Alessandra Serio, Daniel Sicinski,
Mateusz Sierant, Samantha
Sosnowski, Sydney Sprechman, Madi-
son-Anne StaRosa, Nicholas
Tittanegro, Justin Tran, Jamie Valian,
Alexa Vierschilling, Daniel
Villacreses-Montoya, Kaci White,
Morgan Whitney, Quinn Williamson,
Taylor Winslow, Aidan Young

7th Grade
Regular Honor Roll

Robert Alber, Olivia Alvarez, Ryan
Au, Rachel Barattucci, James Barth,
Matthew Bender, Ava Berry, Jordynn
Blackwell, Britney Burdett, Camila
Cabrera, Bridget Carter, Ciro
Casimiro, Ryan Chaillet Grande, Zoe
Chrisostomides, Benjamin Cohen,
Delaney Connolly, Jackson Crawford,
Isabella Cukrow, Luka Culjak, Brenna
DeProspero, Jonathan Dickstein, Lily
Dimon, Jack Eckstine, Olivia
Fleischer, Joshua Friedson, Alicia
Goff, David Green, Michael
Hagopian, Zachary Harmer, Emily
Hayeck, Katherine Hochman, Connor
Hoffman, Stefanos Ioannidis, Ava
Jacobsen, Madeline Joe, Briajohnae
Jones, Francesca Kastanos, Megan
Kaulfers, Yatharth Kaushik, Cecelia
Kelly, Robert Koch, Ryan Koehler,
Ethan Koseoglu, Oliver Kruczkowski,
Erica Lee, Andrew Levenson, Nicolo
Licata, Melanie Lowell, Kaitlyn Lusk,
Marlaina Martucci, Zachary Mawby,
Wilbur May, Marin McAlindin,
Emma Nitti, Sophia Novello, Nkem
Okorie, Olivia Ong, Giacomo Pares,
Elizabeth Parvin, Sara Pham, Grace
Rehrer, Conor Reilly, Maggie Rich-
ter, Jackson Riedell, Gianna Riefler,
Kayleigh Robinson, Tucker Rose,
Kaylee Ross, Samantha Ruane,
Branden Samms, Thomas Savoca,
Andrew Seith, Dante Silva, Nicholas
Solimeno, Connor Spellman, Max
Sponheimer, Russ-Emmanuel Sta
Rosa, Zachary Stagaard, Erick
Tamayo-Caruzo, Marcos Trujillo,
Aaron Tsvayberg, John Vangeli,
Johnathan Vu, Emily Walsh, Richard
Watt, Tyrell Weir, Jaine Williams,
Ronan Yawger, Julia Zambrio, David
Zhurbinsky

6th Grade
Regular Honor Roll

Melania Acampora, Isabella
Amari, Vincent Amato, Alyssa
Barbossa, Andrew Bartley, Stephan
Baumgartner, Sofia Berkman, Jenai
Berry, Thomas Bongiorno, Morgan
Boone, Kylie Byers, Ryan
Caponigro, Louis Cerchio, Samuel
Cohen, Piper Conklin, Mia Cutaia,
Davyd Dasi, Brianna Davey, Jack
Denning, Joseph DeSantis, Matthew
Dolowy, Julia Encarnacion, Matthew
Fela, Richard Figueroa, Roman
Fiore, Maxwell Fountain, Thomas
Gain, Sienna Garcia, Esmeralda
Gonzalez, Zachary Gray, Braden
Griffith, Michael Grill, Adam Gross,
Jessica Gui, Katelyn Haggerty, Paige
Hagman, Jacob Hall, Rudolph Hall,
Annie Hansen, Mackella Hansen,
Camila Hernandez, Maximilian Ho,
Aidan Keough, Matthew
Laurenzano, Veronica Legerme,
Wesley Lewis, Andres Lopez, Aus-
tin Lorenzetti, Daniel Mahr, Kamil
Martinez, Marco Martoccia, Dylan
Mathew, Julianna Mayer, Nicholas
Mendolia, Amaya Miller, Jada Mont-
gomery, Danielle Most, Richard
Navarro, Ava Niemczyk, Emma No-
bile, Isabella Nunziata, Daniel
O’Brien, Katelyn Oser, Abimbola
Oyerogba, Nefeli Pappas, Timothy
Paprocki, Zachary Redling,
Alexandra Reinemann, Luke San
Juan, Steven Shawkan, Jay Slack,
Andrew Susino, Safiya Syed, Kyle
Ventura, Isabelle Verrico, Riley
Vierschilling, Maya Viscardi-
Carelse, Elijah Ware, Ethan White,
Sophie White, Dylan Young

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

 Maybe it’s because I’ve recently
had my fill of bragging billionaires
that I was slow to build interest in
director-writer-actor Warren Beatty’s
Rules Don’t Apply. The partially fan-
tasized biographical sketch about the
much mythologized Howard Hughes
also starts off sluggishly and is a mite
jagged. It isn’t until about the mid-
point, when Mr. Beatty’s eccentric
caricature begins to gel, that the
mélange of loony and philosophical
almost compensates for what then,
alas, devolves into a run of the mill
romance.

In the opening scene we are wel-
comed into the opulently celebrated
tarnish that is Hollywood just before
the death knell sounds on the studio
system. A dozen years after the con-
clusion of WWII, America is flexing
its financial muscle, and nowhere is
that arrogance exhibited more lav-
ishly than in Tinsel Town. Arriving to
seek fame and fortune is Lily Collins’s
small town beauty queen, Marla
Mabrey, one of innumerable contract
players picked to join the movie
mogul’s stable of hopefuls. Her
mother, Lucy (Annette Bening), is in
tow to chaperone.

But where is Mr. Hughes? Will our
would-be ingénue ever meet him, let
alone finally be called for a screen
test? Just the tycoon’s fabled reputa-
tion and mystique, hinted at in rumors
that only enhance the wished for prize,
is available to the pulchritudinous
ladies he has plucked from city and
hinterland. When Marla beseeches
Frank Forbes, the chauffeur/unoffi-
cial emissary assigned to her, for info,
he sheepishly admits that he has never
met the Big Guy, and is her analogous
counterpart…one of but many young
men hoping to gain a toehold in the
Hughes organization.

Frank, essentially the Pip to Marla’s
Estella, has great expectations for a
piece of land up on Mullholland that
might be developed for middle in-
come housing, if he can sell the idea
to the mystery man…if and when he
ever meets him. But now, added to the
ambitious fellow’s plans is the woo-
ing of his charge, which is clearly
verboten in his contract. Conversely,
if Marla is really interested in her
admirer, played by Alden Ehrenreich,
you wouldn’t know it. Besides, as she
oft reminds in the flirtatious dialogue
that ensues, he’s engaged to his sev-
enth grade sweetheart.

Beatty uses this scenario to posit
some points, both serious and humor-
ous, about repressed sexuality and its
attendant, naughty hypocrisy in the
post McCarthy era. While that comes
across more curious and camp than

profound, the period-proper fashions
and cars do at least create a visual
genuineness. All starch and doylies,
Ms. Bening’s mother hen, as counter-
point to the storied Lothario her real-
life husband plays, successfully sets
the story’s moral compass.

The question is, how much Hughes
do we need? Leonardo DiCaprio
nailed the biography in The Aviator
(2004), replete with quirks, phobias
and the much popularized bizarre-
ness. You know…the whole genius-
nuttiness connection. It’s a curious
sort of syllogism some people like to
personalize: i.e.—‘Howard Hughes
was great, but bizarre. I’m kind of
bizarre. So I’m great, too.’ Well,
maybe you are, Jack.

At worst this is a mostly harmless,
self-deluding sort of identification,
and not the far-flung type that props
up autocrats. All of which makes us
wonder about Beatty’s goal. Aside
from drolly showing that his acting
chops are intact, the progressive hu-
manism that has long been the hall-
mark of his career is also doubtlessly
served in the form of a cautionary
metaphor about a relatively recent,
historical phenomenon: the billion-
aire as self-asserting commentator,
pundit, oracle and yes, even politi-
cian. As Tevye said, “When you’re
rich they really think you know.”

While Beatty adds no new facts, he
enjoys romancing the Hughes myth.
But the love story he employs as the
chassis upon which to build his cynical
thesis about wealth and power isn’t
very interesting, at least not beyond its
mini anthropological dissection of
mores in the 1950s. Still, there’s no
discounting the vicarious enjoyment
Mr. Beatty’s depiction lends itself
to…the brief fantasy it affords. For a
scant few minutes in the dark, surely
even the most sober realists will allow
themselves a little of, ‘Boy, if I had that
kind of money, well, I’d, I’d, well…I’d.’

Although far less inspiring than
Beatty’s performance, Miss Collins’s
well-scrubbed, wannabe starlet is at
once witty, wise, canny and assumedly
innocent, in an Audrey Hepburn sort
of way. And Mr. Ehrenreich, who I’d
bet has trod the boards in his share of
West Side Story productions, also
looks like he bathes regularly. But it’s
all secondary to liberal icon Beatty’s
idealism and what I suggest is his way
of warning citizens outside the choir
about rich folks who feel the Rules
Don’t Apply to them.

***
Rules Don’t Apply, rated PG-13, is

a Twentieth Century Fox release di-
rected by Warren Beatty and stars
Warren Beatty, Lily Collins and Alden
Ehrenreich. Running time: 126 min-
utes

Caroline Blatz of Westfield in
Emerson Stage Production

BOSTON, MASS. – Caroline Blatz
of Westfield, who's majoring in de-
sign and technology: costumes at
Emerson College, is part of Emerson
Stage's production of Mrs. Warren's
Profession.

Set in Victorian Britain, Mrs. Warren's
Profession tells the story of Kitty War-
ren, a former prostitute and current
brothel owner, and her daughter Vivie,
an intelligent and pragmatic young
woman who was recently graduated
from university. As the two women

become acquainted with each other for
the first time, their stark differences
force their relationship apart. Extremely
socially advanced for the time, Shaw
addresses issues of gender roles and the
complexity of being female in Victo-
rian times, still resonant today.

The Emerson production is directed
by Rebecca Bradshaw, who is a the-
ater director, producer and public re-
lations professional in the Boston area.
The show will ran December 8 to 11
at the Semel Theater.

Award-Winning Composer
Comes to the Hamilton Stage

RAHWAY – Award-winning com-
poser, Steve Dorff, will perform many
of his hits songs on Thursday, De-
cember 22, at 8 p.m. at the Hamilton
Stage.

Industry observers have dubbed
multiple award-winning Dorff an
enigma who has evolved into a gifted
composer in every musical field.
There is no way to capture the diver-
sity he regularly displays scoring
major motion pictures, television,
theater, or via an array of number one
hit songs.

Three-time Grammy nominee and
a fixture on the nation's charts, his
dossier includes nine number one film

songs and 15 Top 10 hits, including
the Kenny Rogers' classic "Through
The Years."

Emmy Nominee for six television
compositions, his credits are exem-
plary and include such stalwarts as
"Murphy Brown" and "Murder She
Wrote." You'll also find his name on
evergreens like "Growing Pains,"
"Alien Nation," "Spenser: for Hire,"
"Major Dad," "Columbo," "Reba"
and the ABC hit "Rodney."

Tickets for An evening with Steve
Dorff are $25 and can be purchased
by calling the UCPAC Box Office at
(732) 499-8226 or visiting
www.ucpac.org.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin
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Announcing the grand opening of Northern New Jersey’s most anticipated  
new community.

•  Dwell in comfort with a variety of elegant floor plans. 

• Experience the freedom of maintenance-free living.

• Stay active and fit with a vast offering of amenities.

• Feel confident with our full continuum of on-site care.

Don’t wait to learn more.  
Call 1-800-795-8283 for your 
free brochure.

Lantern Hill.  
Distinctive retirement living 

in New Providence.

NOW OPEN

11
48
61
44 New Providence

LanternHillCommunity.com

©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

COLDWELL BANKER Westfield East Office
209 Central Avenue • 908 233-5555

Faith A. Maricic
Sales Associate
Cell: 908-347-3483
www.NJTopHomes.com

30 Stanton Street, Clark • 3 beds - 2 baths • $439,900

10 Carsam Street, Fanwood • 3 beds - 1 bath • $299,000

JUST LISTED

JUST LISTED

The Bodyguard, The Musical Sizzles
With Hit Songs, Powerful Staging

Daimatsu Japanese, The
Hidden Gem of Mountainside

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – I’m always
looking for authentic food and fla-
vors. When we were on our honey-
moon in Hawaii I went in search of
authentic sushi given the strong Japa-
nese influence on the islands and

h a p p e n e d
upon a restau-
rant on a side
street in
Waikiki. We
were the only
non-Japanese
in the place,
the staff spoke
only Japanese
and the menu
was also en-
tirely in Japa-

nese. To this day, I have no idea what
we ate, but it was fantastic. The clos-
est thing to that experience in our
area is Daimatsu – but the good news
is, the menu is in English and the
servers are fluent.

If you’ve been in the area long
enough, you remember a time when
there were only two sushi restau-
rants - Kotobuki in Westfield (of
blessed memory) and Daimatsu on
Mountain Avenue in Mountainside,
which remains as good as ever. Not
much to look at inside or out, the
narrow restaurant boasts bold fla-
vors and unique menu items.

Four of us went out for dinner, and

despite the constant bustle of the
place with full tables and take-out
orders (I even saw a couple familiar
faces duck in from the cold to grab
their bags), we felt no rush from the
staff as we ordered our multi-course
meal and savored a bottle of wine.

We all enjoyed a few of my per-
sonal favorites. The Agedashi Tofu
is always perfect, no matter how
many times I have tried to make fried
tofu at home it never measures up.
The Alex Roll (scallop, cavier, scal-
lion, cucumber and mayo) is a per-

fect balance
of clean fla-
vors and per-
haps my fa-
vorite roll of
all time. The
spicy red
dragon roll
packs a de-
cent kick that
doesn’t over-

power the flavor of the tuna – also
they sneak in rice cracker for a little
crunch. We also enjoyed several of
the specials, including the OMG Roll.

Daimatsu also offers a full menu
of dishes from the kitchen for those
who don’t enjoy sushi. Reservations
are recommended on weekends, es-
pecially for groups. There is always
ample seating at the sushi bar if you
enjoy watching the preparation, an
art in itself.

Perhaps the most amazing thing
about the experience at Daimatsu is

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY – Whitney Houston
can never be replaced. Once that
hurdle is cleared, theatre goers at
Paper Mill Playhouse are impressed
by the production of The Body-
guard, the Musical. The North
American Premiere takes the 2000
Whitney Huston/Kevin Costner
movie and reworks the storyline into
an entertaining jukebox musical.

A jukebox musical is a film or
stage musical that uses previously
released popular songs as its score.

It often uses a biographical skel-
eton of a character/person (think
Jersey Boys, On Your Feet, Beauti-
ful) or may follow the work of a
popular group (Mama Mia, Ameri-
can Idiot). Juke box musicals cer-
tainly have an audience. We know
and love the songs and they are
often a no-brainer success. This one
has hit the jukebox jackpot.

With dizzying array of hits of the
late Ms. Houston like “How Will I
Know,” “Greatest Love of All,”
“Run to You” and half a dozen other
toe-tapping or heartbreaking bal-
lads, the show sings, literally and
figuratively. Those classics are de-
livered by a commanding voice, or
more correctly, voices, with the twin
vocal talents of Deborah Cox and
Jasmin Richardson. With the addi-
tion of a sister to the main character,
the familiar songs are reborn with
these ladies’ personalization.

Somewhat faithful to the Warner
Bros. film storyline, Frank Farmer
(Judson Mills), a former Secret Ser-
vice agent, is hired as a bodyguard
to protect pop music megastar
Rachel Marron (Deborah Cox) from
a stalker. Feisty and independent
Rachel doesn’t want the intrusion
of a bodyguard in her home, yet she
realizes all too soon that she and her
young son Fletcher (Douglas
Baldero) really do need protection.
Rachel seems to have a monstrous
chip on her shoulder concerning
Frank, so their romantic relation-
ship in Paper Mill’s production is a
bit of a stretch without enough ex-
position for the almost out-of-no-
where attraction.

But with book by Alexander
Dinelaris, the new production de-
tours cleverly. Rachel’s sister Nikki,
always a second banana, also falls
for Frank. Tension occurs. When

Rachel gets an Oscar nomination
(just as Deborah Cox herself re-
ceived), she’s thrust even more in
the celebrity limelight; danger es-
calates, the stalker gets bolder and
the stakes, as well as voices, soar.

The stalker (Jorge Paniagua)
doesn’t have many, if any, lines in
the show, but the video projections
of him (by Duncan McLean) give a
chilling, up close look of his beastly
glare.

Early on, Ms. Cox and Ms.
Richardson have settled into the
blockbuster songs well, putting their
own spin on them, making them
sound fresh, maintaining their own
characterization of Rachel and
Nikki, while mingling the identifi-
able sound of Whitney.

The Bodyguard, the Musical, de-
livers with authentic costumes by
Tim Hatley, amazing choreography
by Karen Bruce in the rock concert
scenes and smart staging by Thea
Sharrock. Matthew Smedal con-
ducts the powerful band that places
the audience in a rock concert arena.
The concert scenes of “I Will Al-
ways Love You” (with a spectacular
saxophone solo) and “I’m Every
Woman” are only eclipsed by Ms.
Cox’s rendition of “One Moment in
Time” and “Greatest Love of All.”
Ms. Richardson’s “All At Once” is
heartbreakingly poignant.

A handsome supporting cast, first
rate, shares the stage with mini-me
Michael Jackson Douglas Baldeo.

The production, which closes on
Sunday, January 1, is scheduled for
a U.S. tour and does not have a
projected date for Broadway, un-
like some of the productions of the
Regional Theatre Tony winning
Paper Mill. Just wait. This produc-
tion is too big not to find its way to
the Great White Way.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NO FEAR HERE...Brian Remo, executive director of the Union County Perform-
ing Arts Center in Rahway, congratulates Timothy Walton of Ewing on being
named the Season Three Fearless Icon. After months of preliminary semi-final
rounds, five finalists sang two songs each before a panel of 10 judges on Sunday
to vie for the title. Prizes for the winner included a cash award of $2,500,
professional headshots and the right to star in a musical theater production of their
choice.

the fact that four of us ordered enough
food for a small army and it only cost
$130.

***
Daimatsu, 860 Mountain Avenue,

Mountainside
$$, BYOB
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Visit us online at shoprite.com/winesandspirits

DISCOUNTS  Available On:

•Mixed Cases of Spirits  
•Mixed Cases of Wine

(Excluding Sale Items)

Where available, check local store for details.

 SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI    SAT

  11 12 13 14 15 16 17

 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

 25 26 27 28 29 30 31

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

 8 9 10

DECEMBER 2016/ JANUARY 2017

ALEXANDER VALLEY
CABERNET SAUVIGNON
2012 6999

4999

3999

Double 
Black

4799

Black Label

5999
1.75 L

750 ML

750 ML

750 ML

1 LITER

               ShopRiteWines &  Spirits 
Serve Up a Little

Holiday Cheer!

Prices effective: 12/11/16- 1/10/17

               ShopRiteWines &  Spirits 

3299
1.75 L 4999

750 ML

2999
750 ML

Makers
Mark 46

BOURBON

3999
750 ML

Knob Creek
Single Barrel

BOURBON

4299
750 ML

  Johnnie
 Walker

BLUE LABEL

17999
750 ML

COLLECTION 4 PACK

7999
200 ML EACH

ShopRite Wine Coupon

With this coupon. Good ONLY at participating 
ShopRite Wines & Spirits stores. No Limit. 

While supplies last. No other discounts apply. 
Effective thru Tues., Jan. 10, 2017.0 010200 5

With this coupon. Good ONLY at participating 
ShopRite Wines & Spirits stores. No Limit. 

While supplies last. No other discounts apply. 
Effective thru Tues., Jan. 10, 2017.0 010000 7

750 ML 

Blu
Prosecco

899
With this coupon. Good ONLY at participating 

ShopRite Wines & Spirits stores. No Limit. 
While supplies last. No other discounts apply. 

Effective thru Tues., Jan. 10, 2017.0 010020 1

1 LITER

Brady’s
Irish Cream

1099
With this coupon. Good ONLY at participating 

ShopRite Wines & Spirits stores. No Limit. 
While supplies last. No other discounts apply. 

Effective thru Tues., Jan. 10, 2017.0 010030 8

ShopRite Wine Coupon ShopRite Wine Coupon ShopRite Wine Coupon

SAVE

2.00

SAVE

1.00

Any 
Beer  

in Stock

 
18-PACK OF

1.5 L

Zuccotti
PINOT GRIGIO OR
MONTEPULCIANO

599

Silver Oak

Faust Cabernet 
Sauvignon

The Prisoner
Red Blend

$100
OFF SAVE

1.00

RED
LABEL

GOLD
RESERVE
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Captain Morgan
SPICED RUM  1.75 L  2599

Pyrat XO Reserve 

 750 ML 2399

Bacardi Rum
LIGHT, DARK OR SELECT 1.75 L 1999

Cruzan Estate
LIGHT OR DARK 1.75 L 1799

Rum

The Macallan
12 YEAR OLD 750 ML5299

NADURRA
16 YEAR OLD 750 ML8299

FRENCH OAK
15 YEAR OLD 750 ML6999

12 YEAR OLD 750 ML4199

Chivas Regal 1.75 L5899

Clan MacGregor 1.75 L1999

Laphroaig Single  
Malt Scotch
10 YEAR OLD 750 ML4999

Sobieski 1.75 L  1999

Bailey’s Original
IRISH CREAM 750 ML 2199

Jagermeister 1.75 L  3799

Cointreau 1 LITER 3499

Grand 
Marnier  750 ML 2999

B&B
Liqueur 750 ML 2999

Gozio
Amaretto 1 LITER 2499

Chambord 750 ML 2799

Irish Mist 750 ML 2299

Aperol 750 ML 2199

Licor 43 750 ML 2199

Drambuie 750 ML 3199

Romana Sambuca
REGULAR & BLACK 750 ML 2499

Frangelico 750 ML 2199

Brady’s Irish
Cream 1 LITER1199

Caravella
LIMONCELLO & ORANGECELLO 750 ML1999

Bowman’s

1199
1.75 L

Pinnacle
REGULAR 80 PROOF

1799
1.75 L

Tito’s

2999
1.75 L

Grey Goose
REGULAR 80 PROOF

2899
750 ML

Absolut
REGULAR 80 PROOF

2999
1.75 L

Smirnoff 80
REGULAR & FLAVORS

1999
1.75 L

Vodka

Stolichnaya
REGULAR ONLY

2999
1.75 L

See 
Coupon

Johnnie Walker

COLLECTION
4-PACK

7999
200 ML

Blue  
Label 750 ML17999

Scotch Cordials

The Glenlivet
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Small Batch
1792

2699
750 ML

Basil
Hayden’s

BOURBON

3999
750 ML

Bulleit
Bourbon

OR RYE

2799
750 ML

Jack 
Daniel’s

BLACK, FIRE, HONEY

4499
1.75 L

Four Roses
Single Barrel

100 PROOF

3799
750 ML

Birddog
Whiskey

ALL TYPES

1699
750 ML

Gentleman
Jack

2999
750 ML

Evan
Williams

2299
1.75 L

Maker’s
Mark 46

3999
750 ML

Tin Cup
Colorado

WHISKEY

3199
750 ML

Elijah Craig
12-YR SMALL BATCH

EXCLUDES CASK

2899
750 ML

E & J Brandy
VSOP

 
1.75 L  2199

Camus VSOP
ELEGANCE

 
750 ML  3999

Camus VS
ELEGANCE

 
750 ML  2699

Leroux Polish
BLACKBERRY BRANDY 1.75 L  2199

Remy Martin
VSOP 750 ML  3999Tequila

Climax
Moonshine

2699
750 ML

Midnight
Moonshine

2199
750 ML

Evan Williams
Single Barrel

2699
750 ML

Gin
Tanqueray
  1.75 L  3499

Hendrick’s
  750 ML  3499

New Amsterdam
 1.75 L  1999

Bowman’s
 1.75 L 1299

Patrón
SILVER 750 ML  3999

Jose Cuervo Tradicional
SILVER OR REPOSADO 750 ML  2499

Olmeca Altos
PLATA OR REPOSADO 750 ML  2499

Tijuana
GOLD 1.75 L  1999

1800 Tequila
REPOSADO, SILVER OR COCONUT 1.75 L  3999

Whiskey

Bourbon Features

750 ML

Knob Creek
Single Barrel

4299

Seagram’s 7
CROWN 1.75 L  1799

Canadian
LTD 1.75 L  1399

Canadian Club
WHISKY  1.75 L  1999

Crown Royal
ORIGINAL & FLAVORS 750 ML  2699

Tullamore Dew
IRISH WHISKEY 750 ML  2899

Black Bush
 IRISH WHISKEY 750 ML  3299

Jameson
IRISH WHISKEY 1.75 L  4999

Fireball
CINNAMON WHISKY                      1.75 L  2799

Brandy & Cognac
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Wente
Marchesi de’ Frescobaldi

CLARET or 
PINOT NOIR

1499

CHARDONNAY

1199

    Marchesi de’ Frescobaldi is one of Italy’s oldest 
wineries, with a history dating to the 1300s.  
    The family has included medieval knights, 
bankers, lawyers and patrons of the arts. The 
Marchesi de’ Frescobaldi is one of the most 
significant wine producers in Italy, with nine 
estates and roughly 2,500 acres in Tuscany.  
The family has been growing wine since the 
late 19th century, when they became the first in 
Tuscany to import and plant French vine cuttings. 
Because they have been producing wines for more 
than 700 years, to experience Frescobaldi is to 
glimpse the history of Florence, from the Middle 
Ages to the present day.

NIPOZZANO CHIANTI 
RUFINA RISERVA

750 ML

1999

POMINO 
CHARDONNAY

750 ML

1499

CASTIGLIONI 
CHIANTI

750 ML

1299

•  Morning Fog 
Chardonnay

•  Merlot 
Sandstone

•  Louis Mel 
Sauvignon Blanc

•  Cabernet Sauvignon 
Southern Hills

Brightlands 1199Nobilo 999

1299

13991699

•   CABERNET 
SAUVIGNON

• PINOT NOIR
• MERLOT

1399
CHARDONNAY

Pinot Noir

•  CABERNET 
SAUVIGNON

• SYRAH
• ZINFANDEL 
• MERLOT

1399
TOSCANA 

ROSSO REMOLE
750 ML

899

TENUTA 
CASTIGLIONI

750 ML

2199

Featured Winery...
ALL 750 ML

Kim Crawford 1399

 J. Lohr  
Falcon Perch

1299

 Josh Cellars

1399

Silver Oak 
Alexander Valley  
2012 6999

CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL COAST

MacMurray 1499

Meiomi 1999

THE PRISONER

Red Blend

3999
FAUST

Cabernet Sauvignon

4999

Stag’s Leap  
Artemis 4699

Cabernet Sauvignon

ALL 
750 ML

Sauvignon Blanc

ALL 
750 ML

CASTEL GIACONDO 
BRUNELLO
2011 VINTAGE

750 ML

5999

ALL 750 ML

Diamond  Series
ALL 750 ML

••••Director’s Series 
ALL 750 ML

Francis Ford 
Coppola Winery



Our Favorite 
Selections...
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Simi

Marlo

Ruffino

ALL 
TYPES

599
ALL TYPES 
(EXCLUDING 
PROSECCO & 

MOSCATO)

899

CABERNET 

SAUVIGNON

1799

MERLOT

1599

PINOT NOIR

1699

CHARDONNAY

1399

SAUVIGNON BLANC

1099

ALL 750 ML

•    CHIANTI RISERVA DUCALE 
GOLD GRAN SELEZIONE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3199

ALL 750 ML

Sterling Napa
•  CABERNET  

SAUVIGNON, 

PINOT NOIR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1999

• CHARDONNAY, 

MERLOT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1899

• SAUVIGNON 

BLANC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1399

•  CABERNET SAUVIGNON 
SEVEN OAKS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1399

• LOS OSOS 
MERLOT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1199

• CHARDONNAY 
RIVERSTONE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1099

J. Lohr

Cupcake

•    CHIANTI RISERVA DUCALE 
TAN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1999

•    CHIANTI 
SUPERIORE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 999

ALL TYPES
EXCLUDES INFERNO

999

Apothic
750 ML

ALL TYPES

999

• CABERNET SAUVIGNON 
• CHARDONNAY • MERLOT  
• PINOT NOIR • SAUVIGNON 

BLANC

1099

Alias
750 ML

ALL 
750 ML

750 ML

750 ML

750 MLCASE OF 12 
SAME TYPE

5999

Chateau Ste. Michelle
ALL 750 ML

ALL 
750 ML

HollowFoxHollow

•    MERLOT
•    CABERNET SAUVIGNON . . .1399

• SAUVIGNON BLANC

• CHARDONNAY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 999

•  HARVEST SELECT

•  RIESLING

•  DRY RIESLING 899
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Bota  
Box 
ALL TYPES 1799

Black 
Box
ALL TYPES 2199

3 L BOX

3 L BOX

Mark 
West
PINOT NOIR 1799

1.5 L

Ruffino
Chianti

1399
1.5 L

Opici 
Homemade 
Barberone

1299
3 L BOX

Cavit
PINOT GRIGIO

1399
1.5 L

Spartico Spanish
Red Blend 750 ML 899

Pizzolato 
Chianti 750 ML  999

Tarantas
Tempranillo 750 ML 799

Zuccotti
ALL TYPES 699

1.5 L

Papi
ALL TYPES

1099
1.5 L

1.5 L

Franzia

Rex Goliath
ALL TYPES

1099
1.5 L

1.5 L

Concha y Toro
FRONTERA, ALL TYPES

899

Beringer
CALIFORNIA CLASSICS

999
1.5 L

Jacob’s Creek
ALL TYPES

1199

Santa Margherita
PINOT GRIGIO ................................2099

750 ML 

Corbett 
Canyon

ALL TYPES

799
1.5 L

Guigal Cote du Rhone

ROUGE ............................................1399
750 ML 

Kim Crawford
SAUVIGNON BLANC ........................1399

750 ML 

Nobilo
SAUVIGNON BLANC .............................999

750 ML 

Columbia Crest
GRAND ESTATES, ALL TYPES ..............999

750 ML 

Jacob’s Creek Reserve
ALL TYPES .....................................1099

750 ML 

Josh Cellars
ALL TYPES, EXCEPT
PINOT NOIR 13.99 ..................................1299

750 ML 

Allegrini Palazzo
DELLA TORRE IGT ..........................1699

750 ML 

Mark West
PINOT NOIR OR CHARDONNAY ...........999

750 ML 

Alamos
ALL TYPES, EXCLUDING MALBEC SELECCÍON .........899

750 ML 

En Memoire
du Malbec

1099
750 ML

House Wine 
Favorites

• World
 Classics

• Cabernet, Merlot  
or Chardonnay

1399
1799

Organic

Cutler Creek
ALL TYPES ...........................................399

750 ML 
CASE OF 12
SAME TYPE 3999

Ruffino Lumina
PINOT GRIGIO

1199
1.5 L

Cul-de-Sac
ALL TYPES ...........................................499

750 ML 

CASE OF 12
SAME TYPE 4999

5 L BOX



Dessert
Favorites ...
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Celebrate!

Veuve
Clicquot Brut

 

4599

  

Taittinger
Brut la Fracaise

3999

 

Moet
Chandon

IMPERIAL N/V

3999
 

Dom
Chandon

BRUT, BLANC DE NOIR, ROSÉ

1799

GH Mum
CHAMPAGNE BRUT,

GRAND CORDON

3999
 

Mionetto
Brut

PROSECCO

1299
 

Ruffino
 PROSECCO OR 

SPARKLING ROSÉ

1199

 

Andre
Champagne

599

Korbel
BRUT, ROSÉ , X-DRY

1199
 

M&R
Asti

 

1199
 

DRINK OF THE WEEK

*In a punch bowl or large pitcher filled with ice, 
combine all of the ingredients. Stir well.  
Serve over ice and garnish with cranberries.

Jingle Juice 
Holiday Punch
• 1 bottle (750ml) Whipped Vodka

•  1 bottle of Pink Champagne  
or Sparkling Rosé

• 1 2-liter bottle of Cherry 7-Up

• Cranberries for garnish (optional)

Dom
Perignon

 

14999

Blu
Prosecco

1099
750 ML

Freixenet
Cordon Negro

999
750 ML 750 ML

750 ML750 ML750 ML

750 ML750 ML

750 ML750 ML

750 ML 750 ML

750 ML

SEE
COUPON

Sangria

Inniskillin
Vidal Ice WINE 4499

375 ML

Graham’s 
Six Grape 1799

750 ML

Dry Sack
Sherry 1399

750 ML

Cockburn
Special
Reserve 1399

750 ML

750 ML

Cockburn
Ruby/Tawny 1099

Real Sangria

999
Papi Sangria

799

1.5 L

1.5 L
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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Vast improvement over the
course of the season led to the
first Union County Tournament
(UCT) championship since 2006
for the Cranford High School girls
basketball team that began with
a 1-3 record and finished with a
15-9 record. But with the gradu-
ation of several super seniors,
which included Cerys MacLelland
and Lindsay Pace, the Lady Cou-
gars must fill the vacancies and
meld as a team.

“Last year’s group we started
off very slow then something just
clicked. Once we started going, it
went from there. We talked a lot
about if we work hard, we play
with our heart and we hustle, we
are going to be unstoppable and
that’s what we did,” Cougar Head
Coach Jackie Dyer recalled. “I
always stress, ‘How do you want
to be remembered? Do you want
to be remembered as the really
good talented team that should
have won or do you want to be
remembered as the talented team
who came and won?”

Two returning starters, who will
definitely be remembered by op-
ponents, are junior Cam Wichelns
and sophomore Lauren
Williamson. Last year, Wichelns
led the team with 37 three-point-
ers and 57 steals but she also
came up big with 42 assists, 81
rebounds and 15 blocked shots.
Wilchelns also opened eyes when
she banged 25 points in the UCT
title victory over Roselle Catho-
lic.

“Cam was silent but deadly for
us because a lot of focus last year
was on Cerys [MacLelland] and
on Lindsay [Pace]. Cam would
come out of nowhere and she
would be hitting the threes and

getting tons of assists. Everyone
knew she was a good outside
shooter. She had 25 points in the
county game. No one knew she
was going to light it up like that,”
Coach Dyer said.

Williamson also lit up oppo-
nents’ eyes with her dogged de-
fense and the score board with
her offense. Last year, she hit 27

WICHELNS, WILLIAMSON ARE RETURNING STARTERS; REMAINING SLOTS UP FOR GRABS

Cougars Believe They Will Be a Surprise in Girls Basketball
three-pointers and had 36 as-
sists, 36 thefts and 44 rebounds.

“Lauren is a kind of player that
coaches want. She’s a hustler.
She gives 210 percent any time
she’s on the floor whether it be in

practice or in the
game. She doesn’t
stop. She’s an
amazing, amazing
athlete,” Coach
Dyer emphasized.

Wichelns and
Williamson have
been very success-
ful from the perim-
eter with their
three-pointers and
are expected to be
on the mark when
needed this season.

“We always had
really good three-
point shooters.
They just seem to
step up when we
need it the most.
That county tourna-
ment final game
was unbelievable
and they were
shooting college
threes. They work a
lot in the off-sea-
son, so things kind
of come together
because they work
so hard,” Coach
Dyer said.

Another statistic
that the Lady Cou-
gars have had suc-
cess with over the
years has been as-
sists and the same

is expected this season.
“I stress we are a family. We

play as a family, we win as a
family, we lose as a family. As in
every family, you don’t leave
anyone behind, so if you are

having a bad day shooting, work
more on passing to someone else,
who is going to shoot. When
everyone is competing, we are
successful. When it’s just one or
two, you don’t see the results
that you want,” Coach Dyer said.

Additional responsibility will be
on Wichelns’ and Williamson’s
shoulders because the vacant
slots remain to be filled.

“We don’t really have a point
guard right now. They are the
leaders on the floor. They are the
only seasoned varsity players,”
Coach Dyer said.

But the Cougars should have
some talent just waiting to step
into the limelight since the JV
won a UCT title of their own last
year.

“Our JV team won the counties
last year. There is a big differ-
ence at playing at the JV level
and the varsity level of who you
are playing against but the girls
have been at the county finals
the past two years in a row and
they have what it takes. It’s kind
of like meshing it together to
play at the next level,” Coach
Dyer pointed out.

As to the Union County outlook
this season, the Lady Cougars
can expect to get fierce resis-
tance from New Providence,
Roselle Catholic and The Patrick
School to name a few.

“I think a lot of people are going
to doubt how good we are going
to be because we lost three of
our starters but I truly believe we
are going to be a surprise team,”
Coach Dyer predicted.

The Cougars will open their sea-
son at Summit against the
Hilltoppers on Friday, December
16, at 7 p.m.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LADY COUGAR CAGERS...Pictured, left to right, are: bottom row; Shanearay Wilkins, Ellie
Rokicki, Olivia Speer, Caroline Kelly and Charlotte VanWhy; top row, Samantha Curanovic,
Lauren Williamson, Camryn Wichelns, Lauren Santarelli, Brianna Scotti, Lauren Infante and
Caroline McCaffery.

Probitas Verus Honos
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Cranford Cougar Boys and Blue Devil Boys & Girls Basketball Teams – Preseason

More photos next page

Blue Devil

Jeff GagumBlue Devil Girls Basketball

Blue Devil Boys Basketball
Cougar Boys Basketball
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** Westfield/Scotch Plains-Fanwood/Cranford Preseason Sports Are Underway **

More photos next page
SPF Raider Sam Wustefeld

Cougar Anthony Capece

SPF Raider Justin Sidebottom

Cougar Lauren Williamson, No. 10
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SPF Raider Sam Wustefeld

Cougar Chris Scorese

Blue Devils Grace Elliott & Molly Ryan

Cougar Alex Esposito

** Westfield/Scotch Plains-Fanwood/Cranford Preseason Sports Are Underway **
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Cranford Moves to Buy Birchwood
Property for $18.5 Mil. From DCA

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Mayor Andis
Kalnins opened the public meet-
ing Tuesday announcing the
township is to purchase property
on Birchwood Avenue that was
subject of a developer’s lawsuit
regarding a large development.

The township previously lost all
legal appeals at the appellate
court and New Jersey Superior
Court in Union County to prevent
the development.

Mayor Kalnins and the town-
ship committee approved an or-
dinance on first reading the sum
of $18.5 million to purchase the
property on Birchwood Avenue
and to prepare the bid process
amongst developers. The ordi-
nance will be up for final reading
and adoption at a special meet-
ing on Wednesday, December
28 at 8 p.m.

Cranford Development Associ-
ates (CDA) currently owns the
property and had agreed to en-
gage in further negotiations with
the township to purchase the
property.

The assumed strategy will al-
low a competitive bidding pro-
cess and afford the township le-
verage when negotiating with de-
velopers on project specifics. CDA
had been allowed by the courts
in its builder’s remedy lawsuit to
build 360 units. The township
committee negotiated the num-
ber down to a preliminary 225
units, which includes 30 afford-
able housing, and is a 40 percent
reduction in unit capacity. Cran-
ford will fulfill any obligations for
affordable housing that are re-
quired.

Mayor Kalnins stated, “The ma-
jor reduction in units is an ex-
ample of a significant win against
the development earned through

astute negotiations conducted by
our township committee.”

Also, CDA has agreed to a con-
tingency contract to buy back the
property at $14.2 million in the
event the township cannot find a
developer at a lower density.

The township also authorized
the planning board to investi-
gate the possibility of designat-
ing the property as an area in
need of development, which could
give tax incentives to develop-
ers.

Public meetings will be held to
discuss the development, pro-
vide updates, and open a neigh-
borhood dialogue, the committee
said. The committee will have a
public forum on December 28 at
7:30 p.m. in the municipal build-
ing prior to the public hearing.

“Much work and focus will con-
tinue to be slated to do every-
thing the committee can legally
to make the project the best for
the community,” Deputy Mayor

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The borough
council discussed the construc-
tion project at the intersection of
South Avenue and Center Street
and the proposals for the 2017
Department of Transportation
(DOT) projects, and thanked
Councilman James Mathieu for
his years of service to the bor-
ough. at its meeting Tuesday
night.

Mayor Charles Lombardo re-
ported that the construction
project at the intersection of
South Avenue and Center Street
will commence this week. He said
that the electrical inspection was
approved on December 13 and
that PSE&G has been notified
and will “fire up” the new traffic
lights soon. Mayor Lombardo also
announced that the sidewalks
would be repaired this week with
either concrete or asphalt de-
pending on the weather. If as-
phalt installation is required due
to cold temperatures, it will be
replaced with concrete in the
spring.

Borough Engineer Donald
Guarriello reminded the govern-
ing body that the 2017 DOT
project proposals are due in Feb-
ruary and asked the council to
look over the report indicating
the streets being proposed for
paving. “The contractors are car-
rying a lot of work over so we
want to get on their list,” Mr.
Guarriello stated. “Grants don’t
come out for three or four more
months.”

Councilman Mathieu voiced his
concern over the fact that so few
streets were being proposed for
paving in 2017. “Are we keeping
up with the infrastructure of the
borough at this pace?” he asked.

Councilwoman Sara Todisco
asked if Mr. Guarriello could pro-

vide the council with a map of
what streets were paved and in
what years they were done. Mr.
Guarriello said he would provide
council members with that infor-
mation, noting that some streets
have not been paved for 40 years.

“Do you think we are keeping
up with the infrastructure?” Coun-
cilwoman Todisco asked him.

Mr. Guarriello responded that
he did not think the borough was
“keeping pace with the number
of streets” that need to be done.
“To get to every street you have
to do more than two streets a
year.”

Councilwoman Todisco an-
nounced that the last day to reg-
ister for the Holiday House Deco-
rating Contest is today, Thurs-
day, December 15. Residents can
register at garwood.org. She also
reported that pre-purchased lu-
minaries can be picked up on
Saturday, December 17, between
10 a.m. and noon, at the Garwood
Sports and Recreation Center.
Limited quantities will be avail-
able for purchase for those who
did not pre-order at this time.

Councilman Joseph Sarno re-
ported that the search for a new
chief of police would begin soon.
“I’d like to see what we can do
before the end of the year,” he
said.

Chief Underhill announced his
retirement in August and told
The Westfield Leader his last day
will be March 31, 2017. His re-
tirement will end his 32-year
career in law enforcement in
Garwood. He has served as the
borough’s police chief for the last
six years.

At the conclusion of the meet-
ing, Councilman Sarno thanked
Councilman Mathieu for his ser-
vice and presented him with a
gift from the mayor and council

SPORTY NEW LOOK...In the spirit of showing Cranford Pride and continuing
to build on community relations with the youth, the Cranford Police Department
recently upgraded its juvenile bureau police car as a result of the generosity of
a local businessman. John Guempel of Eii Electrical & Mechanical Contractors
spearheaded the effort to modify a traditional black and white radio car into to
a blue and gold school resource officer vehicle.  Currently, the car is assigned to
the department’s school resource officer and can be seen at district schools on a
daily basis. The township and board of education began its school resource
officer program in 2014.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

GW Council Discusses Rd.
Work, Bids Mathieu Adieu
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Cranford High School to Adopt Rotating
Drop Schedule in September 2017

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — A rotating drop
schedule was approved by the
board of education for Cranford
High School (CHS) at Monday’s
BOE meeting.

The new scheduling, set to start
in September, allows for a six-
period schedule and a lunch that
rotates each day, permitting stu-
dents to go from 43-minute pe-
riods to approximately 57-minute
periods with an extended lunch.

CHS Principal Mark Cantagallo
walked the board through the
logistics of the new schedule with
a Power Point presentation.

The rationale behind the new
scheduling stems from the pur-
suit of longer instructional peri-
ods which would result in better
understanding of material, in-
depth pedagogical practices and
less transition time between
classes, according to Mr.
Cantagallo’s presentation.

Mr. Cantagallo told the board
there will be a higher level of
student engagement because
students “can get into deeper
problem-solving areas” with the
increased instructional time. He
noted that students will only be
transitioning four times a day
instead of eight.

The new scheduling will allow
for time management skill de-

velopment and give students the
opportunity for “real” world skill
building, improved organizational
skills and increased task resolu-
tion skills.

Student stress level is cause
for concern, as pointed out by
Mr. Cantagallo, but the extended
lunch period “allows for students

Mary O’Connor stated.
“The board talks constantly and

will remain hawkish on protect-
ing neighborhood interests, ac-
knowledging to diffuse a pending
traffic situation and burden on
the school district,” Commis-
sioner, John Mallon stated.

Mayor Kalnins said, “We have
spoke with the board of educa-
tion and continue to develop a
plan that will not impact, but
further our school district.”

Commissioner, Thomas
Hannen, Jr, said, “Public concern
is evident, but is something that
helps the board makes astute
decisions. The situation is not
the board against the commu-
nity, but heralding neighbor’s in-
terests.”

Resident Rita LaBrutta spoke
with agitation about the project
suggesting the township did not
do everything they could to stop
the development. The township
committee unanimously refuted
such accusations, acknowledg-

ing state mandates make town-
ship legal resistance futile in stop-
ping the project.

Ms. LaBrutta started the dia-
logue by suggesting the afford-
able housing be designated pri-
marily age 55 and older. Ms.
LaBrutta said the additional popu-
lation created by the develop-
ment could result in the develop-
ment of a new school, adding to
the tax burden. The committee
responded that she review pro-
posals for the project that will be
outlined at future before assum-
ing a finalized impact on the
community.

The reduction in housing units
would, under board or education
estimates, result in an additional
66 students, Mr. Hannen told
The Leader.

In an engineering update, Holly
Street will be paved in early 2017.
Resident John Pritchard asked
local leaders to compel state leg-
islators to keep hospitals open
and funded for triage situations.
Mr. Prichard also said he had
concerns on town lighting, say-
ing Cranford streets are very dark
for pedestrians.

since it was his last open meeting
as a councilman.

“I thank God for the strength to
do the last six years on the coun-
cil,” Councilman Mathieu said. “I
loved every minute of it.” Coun-
cilman Mathieu thanked his
mother for bringing him to
Garwood and noted that he en-
joyed having her as a constitu-
ent.

“I thank the residents of
Garwood for giving a kid from
Brooklyn a chance. Now I’m a kid
from Garwood and I have a kid
from Garwood,” he said. “Six
years up here was a labor of love
and an honor greater than I de-
serve.” Councilman Mathieu lost

his seat in the election in Novem-
ber.

It also was Councilman Michael
Martin’s last open meeting, but
he did not seek reelection.

There will be a special closed
meeting of the mayor and coun-
cil on Tuesday, December 20, at
7 p.m., in council chambers. The
purpose of the meeting is to con-
duct interviews for 2017 profes-
sional services. No action will be
taken at the meeting.

The regularly scheduled meet-
ing on Tuesday, December 27,
has been cancelled. The reorga-
nization meeting will be held on
Tuesday, January 3, in council
chambers at 7 p.m.

Cranford to Buy Birchwood Prop.

GW Council Bids Matthieu Adieu

Probitas Verus Honos

to relax and refocus themselves.”
Additionally, students would

have more time to seek out extra
help from teachers or meet with
guidance counselors, be involved
in clubs and activities and com-
plete homework during school
time to avoid late nights.

7-Eleven Application to Be
Carried Over to New Year

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Time ran out be-
fore the public could make com-
ments and a vote be cast by the
zoning board of adjustment Mon-
day night in regards to the use
variance application made by 7-
Eleven to build a convenience
store at the corner of Lincoln and
South Avenues. The application
is to be carried to 2017.

The applicant’s attorney, Jason
Tuvel, as well as the public, had
cross examined the planner and
traffic engineer hired by the group
of residents who oppose this ap-
plication.

7-Eleven is proposing a one-
story convenience store with
parking in front and entrances
and exits to and from Lincoln and
South Avenues.

The township ordinances pro-
hibit the use of a convenience
store at this location, said Peter
Steck, the objectors’ planner. “A
prohibited use in a gateway area
substantially impairs the master
plan and zoning plan.”

In his opinion, he said, the ap-
plicant did not show evidence
that the 7-Eleven would “advance
the purpose of the zone.”

“It is a fatal defect of the appli-
cation,” Mr. Steck said.

While the applicant proposes
plantings and a bench, Mr. Steck
said, “In my opinion that doesn’t
rise to the level to proof to meet-
ing the D2 criteria,” which the
applicant must prove the ben-
efits of operating the 7-Eleven
outweigh any detriments to the
area by having a use that does
not comply with the use allowed
in the zone.

Board President Ronald
Marrotta asked, “Is it better to
have a one-story or two-story
building…bordering (a) residen-
tial district?”

“The governing body says it’s
better in this zone to have a two-
story building…it prohibits a one-
story building,” said Mr. Steck
because it is a gateway to the
township. “A two-story office
building is vastly better than a
convenience store that operates
24-hours-a-day. The applicant is
proposing one of the most inten-
sive uses I can think of.”

The planner also specified in
his opinion other negative as-
pects of the site plan, including
the blank wall proposed to face
South Avenue, the building situ-
ated too close to the adjacent
border and not complying with
front setbacks, as well as the

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Cranford Considers Refining
Policy for Older, Taller Trees

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – The township
committee on Monday night dis-
cussed refining an ordinance
impacting all homeowners who
have trees on their properties.

Tina Helmstetter of the Cranford
Tree Advisory Board said 165-
year-old trees, 36 inches in cir-
cumference, are taller than
homes and pose inherent risks
falling on houses during mega-
storms.

Ms. Helmstetter asserted un-
der the supervision of a certified
tree removal expert,
homeowners should have mu-
nicipal approval for removal of

trees. However, removing the
trees decreases shade tree and
increases flood risks within
Cranford, she explained, noting
the larger the tree the more
ground water it absorbs the less
Cranford streets and homes flood.

Ms. Helmstetter proposed a
middle-ground must be met for
town safety and environmental
equality. Ms. Helmstetter stated,
“Why we meet is to do what’s
best for all our neighbors.” Ms.
Helmstetter suggested a fee be
paid to the town of $150 to re-
move a tree. The town’s cost to
purchase a new tree two inches
in circumference is projected at a

tation on various committees and
for contributing tirelessly toward
the betterment of the educa-
tional programs offered in the
district.

Board member Maria Loikith,
thanked Mr. Petschow, as a newer
member of the board, telling him
“you explained everything to us
from nuts to bolts.”

“You are a good person and a
role model,” board member Mr.
Lynch told Mr. Petschow.

The board accepted the com-
prehensive annual financial re-
port for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 2016 as submitted by
Hodulik & Morrison PA.

Mr. Morrison gave the board an
overview of the findings and told
the board “you’re not leaving
taxpayers dollars on the table.”

“What it represents is very good
budget management,” Mr.
Morrison assured the board.

Mr. Morrison went on to tell the
board, “You’re not asking the
taxpayers for more than they
need.”

No recommendations were
made and no corrective actions
are required per the report.

The board approved a fee-based
Full-Day Kindergarten Pilot Pro-
gram for the 2017-2018 school
year at an annual tuition rate of
$6,600 per student. The pro-
gram will consist of two pilot
classes, with a minimum require-
ment of 20 students and a maxi-
mum of 21 students enrolled in
each class, to be selected by
lottery.

The BOE has appointed Marilyn
Birnbaum as interim superinten-
dent of schools beginning Janu-
ary 1 and ending on June 30,
2017, or upon the board of
education’s hiring of a full- time
superintendent of schools, which-
ever occurs first.

The board was treated to a
special holiday concert before
the regular meeting given by the
Brookside Avenue Chorus.

Ninety fourth- and fifth-grade
choir members sang a variety of
songs including a jazz version of

Zero periods will still be avail-
able for Percussion, Marching
Band and Color Guard, but will no
longer be available for courses
such as AP Psychology, which is
offered during the regular school
day.

Physical education classes will
no longer be connected to sci-
ence labs. There will be “a higher
level of flexibility in students’
schedules,” according to Mr.
Cantagallo.

The new scheduling also per-
mits for open campus, which al-
lows for upper level students who
meet certain standards to leave
campus during the course of the
day.

Mr. Cantagallo described open
campus as a “privilege” that
would be afforded to those stu-
dents who earn it. This will create
a college-like atmosphere and
create “lots of opportunities for a
very organic experience,” accord-
ing to Mr. Cantagallo.

When asked by board member
Patrick Lynch about any possible
downside for a rotating drop
schedule, Mr. Cantagallo told the
board that one challenge is the
idea of change in itself. He indi-
cated it will take students “a little
bit of a learning curve” to adjust
to the new schedule.

In other business, new board
members offered their farewells
and words of gratitude to de-
parting Board President Kurt
Petschow Jr., who will be step-
ping down after three years on
the board and one-year as presi-
dent after losing his reelection
bid in the November school board
election.

The board thanked Mr.
Petschow for his vision and lead-
ership in assisting to develop a
comprehensive and exemplary
educational program for stu-
dents, his countless hours of
preparation in conjunction with
his many duties as a member of
the board, his district represen-

building being lengthened thus
encroaching on the side yard
setback, and what he called “a
number of dimensional and aes-
thetic” problems that are “not
solved with planting trees.” He
also said the headlights from
vehicles exiting and entering the
property would shine in on adja-
cent residential homes.

Lee Klein, the traffic engineer
hired by the objectors, also re-
plied to questions on traffic im-
pacts as a result of the proposed
site plan application. He did not
provide a traffic study or provide
traffic counts. He had visited the
site twice for a field observation,
he said.

Based on a report provided by
the applicant’s traffic engineer,
the intersection will have “one-
tenth of a second” more traffic,
Mr. Tuvel said. Mr. Klein added
that takes into account improve-
ments the applicant would make
to the intersection.

The safety concerns of vehicles
turning in and out of the site was
also questioned. Mr. Tuvel said
the applicant has agreed to a no
left-hand turn onto South Avenue
at all times, and a no left-hand
turn onto Lincoln Avenue during
peak hours. Resident Wendy Walsh
had provided photos to the board
showing that the site today has a
sign that states no left-turn onto
Lincoln Avenue, and asked why if
this were approved can’t there be
a no left-turn at all times onto
Lincoln Avenue.

Mr. Tuvell asked Mr. Klein if the
proposed driveway is improved
over the existing, by way of re-
ducing the driveway area in half.
Mr. Klein responded, “Yes.”

The next date to hear the appli-
cation was not specified since the
2017 meeting calendar has yet to
be adopted. It is to be adopted
after the township committee
reorganization meeting, which
also has yet to be announced by
the township committee. The
applicant is to re-notice the meet-

ing date once it is set.
Also heard Monday was an ap-

plication to convert two upper
floors of the building at the cor-
ner of Alden Street and North
Union Avenue, above the Olde
City Bar and Grille, into five apart-
ments, including three, two-bed-
room units to be between 1,400
and 1,800 square feet each. The
board approved the variances.

The second and third story is
currently unoccupied and one floor
once housed a gym. Over a year
ago, Gerry Grillo, a local resident
and owner of properties in the
township, and his business part-
ner who also owns Jeff’s Land-
scaping, purchased the property.

The variances that were granted
included parking, a bicycle rack
and a density relief. The appli-
cants had submitted an applica-
tion for eight parking spaces to
be provided in a township lot and
is on the waiting list. Also, Mr.
Grillo said by the time the build-
ing is refurbished the parking is
expected to become available,
which is over a year-and-a-half.

The Cranford land use ordi-
nance requires 800 square feet
of land per residential unit
whereas applicant proposes 758
square feet. “The difference be-
tween what is required and the
density proposed is a 5-percent
deviation and, in my opinion, is
diminimus,” said the applicant’s
Planner and Engineer Anthony
Gallerano of Harbor Consultants.

Mr. Grillo’s architect, Thomas
Connolly, of Connolly & Hickey
Historical Architects, LLC, said the
plan includes a full exterior reno-
vation by cleaning and re-point-
ing the brick masonry in various
locations, replace all existing win-
dows, painting portions of the
exterior, and adding lighting, with
a goal to retain the historic nature
of the building. It was originally
built by a Masonic Lodge.

Board member Jeffrey Pistol
said, “I think the owner should
be commended for historic in-
tegrity of building. Parking is al-
ways an issue, but the apart-
ments will require less parking
than the gym that was there.”

CHS to Adopt Rotating Schedule 7-Eleven Application to Be Carried Over to 2017
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More Letters to the Editor
Save A Tree By Recycling Christmas
Cards, Paper This Holiday Season

It’s that time of year once again
for my annual please recycle all
of your Christmas paper and
packaging letter. Remember,
there is no reason for the amount
of garbage we residents put out
for pickup in the days after Christ-
mas to be any more than usual.
All of the wrapping paper that we
receive is just – paper – it all can
and should be recycled. Or even
better, reused. All of the card-
board gift box packaging is pa-
per, too, and should also be re-
cycled. So can Christmas cards
and envelopes. (The cards fronts
can even be reused for postcards
next year.) If we take a look at
the plastic wrapping around our
gifts, most of it (I’ll admit not all)

has the recycling symbol and
numbers inside it, and can and
should be recycled. Remember,
plastic comes from oil. Recycle
our plastic and maybe we can
reduce our oil use, cost, depen-
dency, and carbon footprint. Now
that Cranford and Garwood re-
cycle Styrofoam, we can even
put that packaging in with the
recycling. There is no reason for
our Christmas week garbage to
increase in any way. Residents
can even contact me at
williamnierstedt@gmail.org if you
are uncertain as to whether or
not something can be recycled.

In these days when we taxpay-
ers complain about high taxes,
and we pay for our garbage by
weight at our source, and air and
water pollution later, I urge all of
us to try to remember that the
two thoughts go together. If we
reduce the amount of garbage
we generate, we pay less for it in
our taxes, and become more en-
vironmentally responsible citi-
zens. Let’s see if we can all in-
crease our recycling efforts after
Christmas this year too. Save a
tree. (Those can be reused too.)
Reduce air pollution. And make it
an annual habit. Merry Christ-
mas and happy holidays to all.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

What Does ‘Make America Great
Again’ Mean?

Why are so many people wor-
ried about a Donald Trump presi-
dency? Let’s begin with his sig-
nature slogan, “Let’s Make
America Great Again”. He never
really explained exactly what he
meant by that. Well, now with
the appointments he’s making
as his closest advisors and cabi-
net members, we’re beginning
to find out.

For example, the new Environ-
mental Protection Agency head,
has, in recent years written and
stated that there is no big prob-
lem of global warming, and also
in the past has brought suit
against the government to elimi-
nate laws which prevent pollu-
tion of land, water, and air.

The incoming Attorney General

has stated that his first action
will be to dismantle the Afford-
able Care Act (Obama Care), and
have the right to abortion elimi-
nated. Other future cabinet mem-
bers are in favor of the federal
government not doing anything
that costs any money to improve
the lives of the citizenry of the
U.S.

In brief, making America great
again seems to mean returning
our country to what it was in
1950 — No civil rights for non-
whites, no Medicare or Medicaid,
or anything else which helps mil-
lions and millions of people, men,
women, white, black, young and
old.

Myron Borden
Cranford

Service to Offer
 Healing and Hope

CRANFORD — The First Presby-
terian Church, located at 11
Springfield Avenue, Cranford, in-
vites the community to attend its
Candelight Service of Healing and
Hope this Sunday, December 18,
at 6 p.m., in the sanctuary.

For many people, this Christ-
mas season may be difficult and
painful due to loss of any kind.
This service will feature prayer,
music and a candlelight remem-
brance for loved ones, as well as
an opportunity to gather in com-
munity to receive comfort.

A time of fellowship will follow
the service in the church library.
For more information about this
event, call the church office at
(908) 276-8440.

$400 and four inches in circum-
ference would be $1,000. For
residents not willing to pay the
fee, they could be proactive and
plant four other trees on the
property not as thick. The size
remains uncertain and open to
further analysis by the township
committee.

Commissioner John Mallon said
there is no incentive for resi-
dents to remove a tree and pur-
chase four new ones at a cost of
a couple thousand dollars. Mr.
Mallon discussed his own experi-
ence as purchasing four sapling
trees that were both expensive
and no where near Ms.
Helmstetter’s suggested replace-
ment size.

Ms. Helmstetter said politics is
not her specialty, but understand-
ing trees and their ecological
impact is her profession. Ms.
Helmstetter agreed the topic can
be further discussed by the board
and a game plan must be made
that is equitable for every “neigh-
bor.” Ms. Helmstetter said the
township committee can decide
to have the municipality plant
other trees strategically through-
out township. She said the trees
would take the cost burden off
homeowners and deter increased
insurance risks to the town’s
budget from increased flooding.
The township committee will re-
visit the issue in January.

John Redmond, of the firm Willis
Towers Watson, conducted an
insurance review. Cranford is a
member of a joint-insurance
fund. These funds reduce costs
associated with town-wide in-
surance from flood damage, de-
stroyed public works equipment,
cyber liability, building liability,
lawsuit liability, and workers’
compensation liability.

Every three years the township
committee decides to renew their
commitment to a specific fund.
Each fund’s contract has com-
petitive costs in premium and
coverage benefits. Townships are

pooled together to reduce risks
and costs for each insurance fund
member. The township commit-
tee will decide on costs associ-
ated with three present funds
and is expected to finalize their
choice before the end of the year.

Deputy Mayor Mary O’Connor
discussed pedestrian safety in
town as a review will be con-
ducted on police radar activity
and township policy. Increased
tickets were not a key element in
the discussion; a continued po-
lice presence was emphasized.
Benefits and detractions of stop
signs and speed bumps were
mentioned. The committee
wanted to acknowledge possible
four-way stop signs that are dan-
gerous or uncontrolled intersec-
tions.

Deputy Mayor O’Connor dis-
cussed the 20 new parking spots
at the MDTV parking location.
The parking has been
undesignated since inception and
business owners feel the parking
space is being used by commut-
ers as all day parking. Ms.
O’Connor mentioned parking in

the location as a possible munici-
pal revenue source.

Mayor Andis Kalnins stated that
perhaps the spaces could be des-
ignated half business parking and
half commuter parking. The topic
will be analyzed with further dis-
cussion at future meetings in
upcoming months.

Mayor Kalnins reported on a
free energy audit on township
buildings that he said could save
taxpayers money and provide
insights to waste and improve
efficiencies. The committee re-
mained uncertain on whether a
proposed redevelopment office
space within the municipal build-
ing to make certain departments
more accessible to the public
was worth the $50,000 in budget
expenses.

Commissioner Thomas H.
Hannen Jr., an opponent of the
proposal, said the offices are both
resident friendly and the money
should be allotted for extreme
scenarios such as flood damage.

CF Considers Refining Policy for Older, Taller Trees
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CRANFORD
Saturday, November 26, John

Chinchar, 18, Brian Gioioso, 20,
Sean Leonard,18, John Lobue,
19, and Ahmad Davis, 19, all of
Cranford, were arrested and
charged with second degree rob-
bery. A 22-year-old Garwood
resident reported that he was
beaten and robbed by a group of
male suspects while walking on
Lincoln Avenue West near Ben-
jamin Street. The group ap-
proached the victim as he was
walking on the sidewalk, struck
the victim in his face, causing
him to fall, after which one of the
suspects removed the victim’s
wallet from his pocket prior to
fleeing on foot. Police identified
the suspects after a week-long
investigation. All five suspects
were released on $10,000 bail.
The victim sustained minor inju-
ries from the robbery but was not
transported to the hospital.

Monday, December 5, Luis
Torres, 39, of Rahway and Angel
Torres, 39, of Roselle were ar-
rested and charged with posses-
sion with intent to distribute (pre-
scription pills); possession of a
weapon; possession of a CDS
(cocaine and heroin); posses-
sion of paraphernalia and resist-
ing arrest after a motor vehicle
stop at the intersection of East
South Avenue and Washington
Place for failing to maintain a
lane. After an investigation at
the scene, police asked the driver,
Angel Torres, to exit the vehicle.
Angel Torres refused to exit the
vehicle, and began resisting ar-
rest while being taken into cus-
tody. Further investigation re-
vealed that Angel Torres was in
possession of a large hunting
knife, heroin, prescription pills,
crack cocaine and marijuana. A
passenger, Luis Torres, was in
possession of heroin and cocaine.
Both Luis and Angel Torres were
processed and released pending
a Superior Court appearance.

Angel Torres also was issued
motor vehicle summonses for
failing to maintain a lane and
having a CDS in a motor vehicle.

Monday, December 5, Matthew
Cladek, 32, of Cranford was ar-
rested and charged with posses-
sion of a hypodermic needle af-
ter a motor vehicle stop at the
intersection of East North and
East Lincoln Avenues for a
seatbelt violation. Cladek was
processed and released pending
a Municipal Court appearance.

Monday, December 5, Brian
Pierre, 26, of Roselle and Brianna
Ford, 21, of Linden were arrested
on charges of possession with
intent to distribute (cocaine);
possession of marijuana under
50 grams and possession of para-
phernalia following a motor ve-
hicle stop at the intersection of
East South and Walnut Avenues
for an equipment violation. Fol-
lowing an investigation at the
scene police located a quantity of
crack cocaine on the driver,
Pierre. Additionally, police located
marijuana inside the vehicle. Both
Pierre and a passenger, Ford,

were arrested, processed and re-
leased pending a Superior Court
appearance. Pierre also was is-
sued motor vehicle summonses
for unclear plates and having a
CDS in a motor vehicle.

Wednesday, December 7, Piotr
Dorobek, 24, of Elizabeth was
arrested and charged with pos-
session of marijuana under 50
grams and possession of para-
phernalia following a motor ve-
hicle stop at the intersection of
Centennial Avenue and Raritan
Road after the driver failed to
utilize his directional signal. Po-
lice located marijuana inside the
vehicle. Dorobek was processed
and released pending a Municipal
Court appearance. Dorobek also
was issued motor vehicle sum-
monses for failure to utilize a turn
signal, obstructed view and hav-
ing a CDS inside a motor vehicle.

Saturday, December 10, Jesse
McQueen, 60, of Roselle was ar-
rested on charges of possession
of marijuana under 50 grams,
possession of a CDS (cocaine)
and possession of paraphernalia
after the motor vehicle in which

Trinity Episcopal Holding
‘Animal Project’ Fundraiser
CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-

copal Church, located at 119 For-
est Avenue, Cranford, is collect-
ing money for the Episcopal Re-
lief and Development “Animal
Project” program through Sun-
day, December 25.

Almost one billion people are
affected by chronic hunger and
poverty worldwide. Malnutrition
or lack of access to food can
jeopardize overall productivity,
health and well-being.

“Each year, more than 10 mil-
lion children under 5 die from
malnutrition and hunger-related
causes,” said Deacon Clive Sang
of the Trinity Church. “The ERD
Animal Project gives families and
communities healthy animals and
training to help generate sus-
tainable food and other forms of

income,” he continued.
Donations, made payable to

“Episcopal Relief and Develop-
ment,” can be mailed to Trinity
Church, 119 Forest Avenue,
Cranford, N.J. 07016, or dropped
off at the church on Sunday morn-
ings or at the church office in
Witherington Hall. For more in-
formation, call (908) 276-4047.

Episcopal Relief and Develop-
ment, started in 1940, is the
compassionate response of the
Episcopal Church to human suf-
fering in the world. It serves to
bring together the generosity of
Episcopalians and others with the
needs of the world.

Sunday services are at 8 a.m.
and 10 a.m. For more informa-
tion about Trinity, call (908) 276-
4047 or visit trinitycranford.org/

Trinity Church Announces
Three Christmas Services

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church, located at 119 For-
est Avenue, Cranford, invites ev-
eryone to join the congregation
for its Christmas celebration,
which will include three services.

Two services will be held on
Christmas Eve, Saturday, De-
cember 24. The 4:30 p.m. ser-
vice will include the Blessing of
the Crèche, a Children’s Pageant
and Holy Eucharist: Rite II.

The custom of displaying fig-
ures depicting the birth of Jesus
Christ owes its origin to Saint
Francis of Assisi, who made the
Christmas crèche, or manger,
for Christmas Eve of 1223. Like
Advent Wreaths, the Christmas
manger or nativity scene were
primarily a special display for
families in their homes, drawing
them together in prayer and joy-
ful celebration of the season at
hand. Each year, on the Vigil of
Christmas, the children of the
parish use figures of the animals,
shepherds and the Holy Family
to create a display that tells the
story of the Christ Child.

The 10 p.m. service that
evening will feature Christmas
carols with Holy Eucharist Rite II
with choral music.

The Christmas Day service on
Sunday, December 25, will be at
10 a.m. It will feature a celebration
of Jesus Christ’s birth through scrip-
tures and Holy Eucharist Rite I.

The Trinity Episcopal Church is
a family church that has been
serving the needs of Cranford
area families since 1872. Sun-
day services are at 8 a.m. and 10
a.m. For more information about
Trinity, call (908) 276-4047 or
visit trinitycranford.org/.

Trinity also provides Trinity
Episcopal Day School (TEDS) for
area families. TEDS is a state-
licensed facility serving children
from age 2½ through kindergar-
ten. Program options include full
or half days, from two to five
days a week; extended hours
from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Kin-
dergarten Wrap Around. For more
information about TEDS, call
(908) 276-2881 or visit
tedscranford.org.

Union County College
Names Board Member
CRANFORD – At the December

6 meeting of the Union County
College Board of Trustees and
Governors, Tamecka M. Dixon,
former WNBA All-Star, was sworn
in to serve as a new Governor.
Ms. Dixon, of Westfield, is the
owner and operator of Avis Car
Rentals Services in Westfield.

Ms. Dixon grew up in Union
County. She attended Linden
High School, where she was
named a High School All-Ameri-
can by the Women’s Basketball
Coaches Association. She went
on to play basketball in the Big
12 at the University of Kansas
and after graduation, was drafted
into the Women’s National Bas-
ketball Association (WNBA)
where she played for a total of 12
years, retiring in 2010. She is
best known for her time as a
professional basketball player
with the Los Angeles Sparks,
when she earned the title of WNBA
All-Star for three consecutive
years, and WNBA World Cham-
pion for two consecutive years.

he was a passenger was stopped
at the intersection of Raritan Road
and Centennial Avenue for a cell
phone violation. Following an in-
vestigation at the scene police
located cocaine and marijuana on

McQueen. McQueen was  pro-
cessed and released pending a
Superior Court appearance. The
driver was issued a motor vehicle
summons for utilizing a cell phone
while operating a motor vehicle.




