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FOR ALL MARKET INFO: 

County to Conduct Deer
Management Plan at Parks

Planning Bd. OKs Bank Lighting,
Replacement Home on Willow Grove

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders are set to vote tonight
on conducting the white-tailed deer
population Deer Management Pro-
gram in the Watchung Reservation,
Nomahegan Park, Lenape Park, the
Summit portion of Passaic River
Park, Ask Brook Reservation, the
Hawk Rise Sanctuary and in Plain-
field.

The program would take place
during the state’s hunting permit
season of January 7 through Febru-
ary 11. The program would cost the
county $5,370.

At its agenda setting meeting last
Thursday, Freeholder Al Mirabella
asked Ron Zuber, director of parks
and recreation, if the program could
be expanded to other areas of the
county.

Mr. Zuber said the county is try-
ing to expand the program to Plain-
field this year although the exact
location has yet to be determined.

“We are always taking sugges-
tions (to expand the program) be-
cause of complaints (of deer over-
population),” Mr. Zuber said.

Freeholder Angel Estrada said he
has been told for three years of a
deer problem in Hillside.

The board also reviewed several
resolutions for the Primary and gen-
eral elections to be held in 2017, a
year in which New Jersey will elect
a new governor.

The first is to give the county
clerk the authority to make all pur-
chases of goods and/or services —
needed in preparing and conduct-
ing elections — to be provided by
vendors in an amount not to exceed
$35,000.

A contract with Full Service Mail-
ers of Hackensack for mailing

sample ballots in 2017 elections is
up $23,132 over last year due to a
hike in voter registration in the Presi-
dential election. The new contract,
which began February 1 of this year,
will be for $173,517 and will run
through January 28, 2018.

County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi said
registration jumped from 306,000
to 330,000 in 2016, a number she
described as “significant.”

Another agreement authorizes the
county manager to enter into an
agreement with Intersection of
Secaucus to provide design and
advertising space for the Union
County Votes App at NJ Transit
train stations in advance of the 2017
gubernatorial campaign in an
amount not to exceed $20,000. In-
tersection, Ms. Rajoppi said, has
exclusive rights for advertising with
NJ Transit.

Ms. Rajoppi explained that 2,500
people downloaded the Votes App,
which she described as “very effi-
cient” in answering voters’ ques-
tions and reducing calls to the clerk’s
office.

In other business, the board is
being asked to award a $223,900
contract to Red Bank-based Lucas
Construction Group, Inc. for reha-
bilitation of a Central Avenue mi-
nor bridge in Westfield. Joseph
Graziano, director of engineering,
public works and facilities manage-
ment, told The Westfield Leader it is
not a traditional bridge as it is more
or less a pipe under the roadway
located on Central near Clover
Street.

Also considered by the board was
a contract with Neglia Engineering
Associates of Clark for engineering
design, construction and inspection
services for the replacement of the

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The planning
board approved two applications,
at its Monday night meeting, with
conditions and announced the con-
tinuation of the application for the
subdivision of 657 Boulevard, the
“Watcher House,” to its Wednes-
day, January 4 meeting.

The board approved with condi-
tions the application of Wells Fargo
Bank, located at 150 Elm Street, to

replace existing lamps and light fix-
tures with LED lamps and fixtures.

Lawyer Michael Peacock, of
Nehmad, Perillo and Davis from
Egg Harbor Township, represent-
ing the applicant, stated that “pur-
suant to state statute, there are mini-
mum lighting requirements” at
banks and ATM locations. Currently,
the bank does not meet those re-
quirements and reported that there
is a “dark area in front of the door.”

“Increased lighting in the ATM
and the surrounding area is a good
thing,” Mr. Peacock said.

After Mr. Peacock presented the
lighting proposal, board member
Robert Newell requested the appli-
cant consider changing the type of
illumination proposed in order to cre-
ate wider distribution of the light. Mr.
Newell also asked that the applicant
use a different lighting type on the
north side of the building and relo-
cate it under a pre-existing canopy.
Mr. Peacock agreed to the changes as
long as the existing electrical could
accommodate the changes. The board
unanimously approved the applica-
tion pursuant to the changes sug-
gested.

The board also heard the applica-
tion of LFM Ventures LLC seeking

approval of a lot line adjustment at
827 and 127 Willow Grove Road, lot
7 and lot 8, respectively. The exist-
ing home would remain at 827 Wil-
low Grove and the house at 817
Willow Grove would be demolished.

The homeowner, Louis Magone,
addressed the board stating the he
and his wife purchased their home
in February and then purchased the
home at 817 Willow Grove with the
intention of acquiring some of the
land to increase the “usable back-
yard” of his current home. His in-
tention is then to replace the dwell-
ing on lot 7 and sell it, stating that it
has been unoccupied for years and
is in “poor condition.”

James Watson, a professional land
surveyor representing Mr. Magone,
stated that the current home at 817
Willow Grove has “several existing
non-conformities” and the new
structure would eliminate five of
them. He also stated that only one
tree, a six-inch maple, would have
to be removed due to the gas and
water line.

Board member Sam Della Fera,
the town council liaison to the board,
asked if anything could be done to
save the tree and suggested the util-

Trinity Parking Lot Hearing
To Continue in February

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The zoning
board of adjustment postponed a
hearing on Monday regarding the
application to expand Trinity Epis-
copal Church and Day School park-
ing lot until late February while
further analysis is completed fol-
lowing concerns from residents.

The application has been pend-
ing for what Joseph Triarsi, Trinity
Church’s attorney, said has been
“over a year and a half.” Robert F.
Simon, an attorney representing
residents of Hamilton Avenue, Ar-
lington Road, Sylvester Street and
Forest Avenue opposed to the ap-
plication, disagreed with Zoning
Board Attorney Nicholas Giuditta’s
legal opinion on whether the objec-
tors had fulfilled a 20-day deadline
to appeal the variances approved
for the Trinity Church parking lot in
previous meetings.

Mr. Simon declared the zoning

board, specifically Mr. Giuditta, ne-
glectful to the application fees the
residents had paid. Mr. Simon de-
nounced the process as unjust and
his client’s material facts must be
acknowledged. Mr. Giuditta cited
legal precedents denouncing Mr.
Simon’s legal interpretation. Mr.
Triarsi suggested the 20-day appeal
window precedent does apply in the
Trinity variance application and was
not met by Mr. Simon’s clients. The
legal precedent was reaffirmed by a
unanimous board vote. Mr. Simon
suggested the board should ethi-
cally listen to comments from a con-
cerned public.

The board concurred to listen to
residents and denied they did not
properly notify Mr. Simon and his
clients about the meeting’s agenda.
A tumultuous and confrontational
beginning to the meeting imbued in
legal citation led to a positive dia-
logue between Trinity Church’s rep-

Laura Ortiz for The Westfield Leader
REPEAT…Westfield High School (WHS) won the North 2, Group 5 Championship in the NJSIAA football finals, 15-13, on
Saturday at MetLife Stadium by defeating Bridgewater-Raritan for the second  year in row. TheWHS football team remains
unbeaten the past two years with a 25-0 mark, the longest winning streak in the state.
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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS...The Cranford Junior Woman’s Club hosted its
annual Home for the Holidays House Tour on Sunday when it showcased four of
the finest homes in Cranford. The Cranford High School Madrigal Choir pro-
vided the entertainment for the afternoon. The club also offered a hospitality
house, offering baked delights with tea and cider.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
NEW HEADQUARTERS...Redcom, an architectural design, engineering and
general contracting company, held a ribbon-cutting ceremony for its new head-
quarters on North Avenue in Westfield on Friday. Among those officials partici-
pating were, in front, Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, Downtown Westfield Corp.
Executive Director Sherry  Cronin, State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. and Town
Administrator Jim Gildea.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
HOLIDAY HORSEPOWER...The Cranford Junior Woman’s Club hosted its
annual Home for the Holidays House Tour on Sunday, December 4, from noon to
4 p.m. when it showcased four of the finest homes in Cranford. One of the homes
on the tour featured a working garage with sports cars and motorcycles.

Westfield BOE to Spend $4 Mil. on
Intermediate School Auditoriums

By SARAH MCGRAIL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Plans for an ul-
tra-modern auditorium in each of the
two intermediate schools were re-
vealed to the board of education at
Tuesday night’s meeting.

The latest in sound systems, LED
lighting and computer technology will
bring the auditoriums at Roosevelt
and Edison Intermediate Schools into
the 21st century, school officials said.

Architect George Duthie, who
brought a sample seat to the meeting,
said he was very excited about the

refurbishment and modernization of
two “unique spaces,” which will go
out to bid on Thursday, December 22.
He said the contracts would probably
be awarded on Tuesday, February 7,
2017.

Business Administrator Dana
Sullivan said around $4 million had
been raised by bonds to finance the
work which was expected to start as
soon as the schools close for the sum-
mer break in 2017 and is hoped to be
completed by Thanksgiving of 2017.

In other business, board members
took time to pay tribute to Ginny Leiz

who is leaving the board after 15
years of service. Ms. Leiz ran unsuc-
cessfully for reelection in November,
finishing behind incumbents Amy
Root and Brendan Galligan, and new-
comer Michael Bielen.

Principals and assistant principals
from many of the town’s schools
turned out to thank Ms. Leiz for the
contribution she has made to main-
taining the high standards of Westfield
schools. Several current and former
board members spoke warmly of how
much they had learned from Ms. Leiz
and how generously she had shared
her knowledge with them.

The board also heard from Robert
Morrison regarding the annual audit
of the district.

Mr. Morrison was extremely com-
plimentary about the financial state
of the board, saying: “This district is
running the way a district should and
your business office is on top of the
things it should be on top of.”

He outlined several ways in which
the business office was saving money
for taxpayers, including the refinanc-
ing of bonds and the management of
the school cafeteria system.

Ms. Sullivan said that around $3
million less had been spent on replac-
ing school roofs than had been antici-
pated so this would mean that less
money would be needed from the
bonds that were used to finance the
project.

She added that plans to place solar
panels on some school roofs was tak-
ing longer than expected and the
completion date was now more likely
to be April rather than December.

Reporting from the Facilities Com-
mittee, Brendan Galligan said up-
dates were planned for some of the
cafeteria equipment at the middle and
high schools. The committee had also
discussed possible changes to the way
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Westfield Recreation Comm.
Conducts Year-End Meeting

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Freeholders
Passaic Avenue bridge, defined as a
superstructure bridge, at a contract
not to exceed $297,344.

A resolution was on the agenda
for a $240,000 contract with the
Elizabeth Parking Authority to pro-
vide jury parking in 2017.

resentation and agitated neighbor-
hood residents.

The residents Mr. Simon repre-
sents have invested tens-of-thou-
sands of dollars attempting to deter
Trinity Church from developing a
parking lot. The lot would be uti-
lized by the church for drop-offs for
daycare, church events, church staff,
and other activities. Mr. Triarsi, and
Harbor Consultants, the church’s
engineering firm, presented a pro-
posal for a paved commercial
lighted parking lot. The lot would
consist of 16 parking spaces, eight-
foot high lights, and would be 7.8
feet from the edge of Hamilton Av-
enue, compared to 21.87 feet re-
quired under township zoning laws
with screening provided for neigh-
bors on Hamilton Avenue, Sylvester
Street and Arlington Road. The en-
trance and exit would be on
Hamilton Avenue and one additional
paved parking space would be lo-
cated on the front lawn of Hamilton.

The parking lot would increase
the paved area on the site by over
1,000 square feet and a retention
basin would be required, according
to past testimony. There are already
six parking spaces available at the
lot and another space in the new
proposed lot would be used as a
turn around, so the gain would be
10 parking spaces.

Mr. Triarsi agreed that new spots
could be used by church staff while
the spots were not restricted to staff
only. Joseph Bardzilowski, the
church’s warden, voiced child
safety, equitable parking for parish-
ioners, staff, and decreased conges-
tion on Hamilton Avenue as all posi-
tives for the project.

Trinity Church parents have to
drop their children off curbside of-
ten parking for brief periods, ac-
cording to Mr. Bardzilowski. Both
the neighbors and church advocates
stated a need for child safety, plac-
ing a premium on the safest sce-
nario for flow-of-traffic interactions
with children. Mr. Triarsi stated that
the Cranford Police and Fire De-
partments concurred on the pro-
posed parking lot as sufficient in
improving traffic flow and child
safety.

Both Trinity advocates and ob-
jectors suggested traffic flow on
Hamilton at drop-off hours is mini-
mal in comparison to the North Av-
enue side of the church. Neighbors
cited flooding, child safety and ac-
cessibility, landscape design or its
impact on driver visibility, and park-
ing lot congestion as detractions
regarding the parking lot proposal.

Dan Aschenbach, a former Cran-
ford mayor and chairman of the

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The members of
the recreation commission tackled a
full agenda at their last meeting of
2016 on Monday evening.

The meeting began with input from
members of the public. Jen
Schwarzenbek, a resident and an alumna
of Westfield High School, who is head
coach of the Summit High School field
hockey team, spoke to the commission.
According to Ms. Schwarzenbek, the
number of girls playing field hockey in
Westfield is increasing, and she urged
the commission to consider the needs
of the field hockey players in designing
the field upgrades at Tamaques Park.
Commission Chairman Peter Echausse
expressed the community’s support for
the field hockey program, promised
that the needs of all user groups were
being considered, and reminded every-
one present that the Master Plan for
Tamaques Park is a multi-year, multi-
phase initiative that is in its initial stages.

In preparation for an upcoming
meeting with the town council’s fi-
nance committee, commission mem-
bers reviewed several large schemat-
ics and preliminary drawings, and ex-
tensively discussed various configu-
rations for upgrades and renovations
to the storage building at the park,
including the possible inclusion of a
multi-purpose room.

Recreation Director  Bruce
Kaufmann provided a detailed report
on various ongoing infrastructure im-
provement projects including the in-
stallation of new ADA-compliant
bleachers, new batting cages and new
bathrooms at Memorial Field. Accord-
ing to Mr. Kaufmann, two companies
have submitted bids for bleacher con-
struction and the town has received a
$50,000 grant from Union County. As
an additional cost-control measure,
the bleachers will be constructed at the
town’s transfer station and transported
to the fields by members of the Depart-
ment of Public Works. Mr. Kaufmann
noted that if the mild weather contin-
ues the bleachers will be in place be-
fore the start of the spring season. The
new nets have been installed in the
batting cages and the specifications
for the new bathroom facilities at
Memorial are completed.

Mr. Kaufmann also shared the win-
ter program brochure, which includes
several dozen programs including
yoga, field hockey, fencing and Zumba.
He reminded all residents that the an-
nual Holiday Concert featuring the

Westfield Community Concert Band
and the Edison Intermediate School
Broadway Singers will be held at
Edison School on Thursday, Decem-
ber 15, at 7:30 p.m. Free roundtrip
transportation will be provided to all
senior citizens through the senior trans-
portation program.

Mr. Kaufmann also advised the com-
mission that he recently met with Hugh
McGuire and Peter Franks to discuss
creating a community-wide initiative
to have automated external
defibrillators (AED) available at non-
school sponsored athletic events. Mr.
Kaufmann explained there is a wide
range of AED devices available on the
market, from the traditional model to
“high-tech” devices that include audio
and visual commands to the user. Com-
mission members expressed their full
support for further investigating the
feasibility of implementing such a pro-
gram. In addition, Mr. Kaufmann, who
has spent more than a decade research-
ing and working to reduce head inju-
ries in youth sports, provided every-
one at the meeting with a copy of the
recent resolution which he presented
to the New Jersey State League of
Municipalities. The resolution, which
the League unanimously voted to ac-
cept, is entitled “Guidelines for the
Prevention and Management of Con-
cussions and Head Injuries in Youth
Sports” and contains specific proto-
cols to support safe play.

Mr. Kaufmann also shared with the
commission a letter from a resident
expressing her appreciation and grati-
tude to the commission for the senior
transportation program, which offers
free transportation to medical provid-
ers and shopping centers. The letter
commended the “user-friendly” pro-
gram and driver professionalism.

The commission’s next meeting will
be Monday, January 9.

ity lines be re-routed.
“We can redesign [the gas and

water line] but we try to use what’s
there,” Mr. Watson replied. “You have
to break some eggs to make cake.”

“If the tree has to be removed, I
would like it to be replaced,” Mr.
Della Fera said.

“There is no problem with that,” stated
Stephen Hehl, Mr. Magone’s counsel.

When asked if he would be willing
to meet with the Tree Preservation
Committee, Mr. Magone stated he
would.

The application was unanimously
approved with conditions.

The next board meeting is Wednes-
day, January 4, at 7:30 pm. in Coun-
cil Chambers in the municipal build-
ing, located at 425 East Broad Street.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Gas Co. Makes Presentation
To Mountainside Council

Paul Lachenauer for The Westield Leader
HAVE YOU BEEN GOOD?...This little girl tells Santa what she wants for
Christmas as his Elves, Lauren and Erin, look on during Mountainside’s
Christmas tree lighting ceremony on Saturday night.Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader

PROUD SCOUTS...Cranford Girls Scouts Brownies Troop 40252 leads the
Cranford Township Committee in the Pledge of Allegiance at the committee’s
November 29th meeting.

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Several rep-
resentatives from Elizabethtown Gas
Company spoke to the members of
the borough council during its Tues-
day work meeting. The gas company
employees presented a detailed over-
view of the company’s SMART pro-
gram and its impact on Mountainside
residents.

According to John Grumbling, the
SMART program is a 10-year program
to modernize and enhance the safety
and reliability of its gas distribution
system by replacing aging copper and
cast iron gas mains, unprotected and
bare steel mains and upgrade low pres-
sure lines with new elevated pressure
systems. In addition, the company will
relocate inside gas meters to the out-
side, so employees will no longer have
to enter residents’ homes. According to
the gas company’s website, more than
630 miles of gas mains will eventually
be replaced and more than 67,000 cus-
tomers will receive upgrades under the
program.

Mr. Grumbling distributed maps
and photos of the streets in Mountain-
side that will be impacted by the
program and asked the council to
release road opening permits so that
the work could begin in early 2017.
Among the streets scheduled for up-
grades are Summit Road, Foothill
Road, Cherry Hill, Maple Court and
Peachtree Lane.

Borough Engineer Michael Disko
explained that his department will
work with Elizabethtown Gas to mini-
mize disruption to residents and maxi-

mize the opportunities for road im-
provements during the gas line up-
grades. Residents who are impacted
will receive notification from the gas
company including access to an 800
number and e-mail contacts for cus-
tomer service representatives.

In other road related issues, Mr.
Disko advised that as a result of the
recent funding of the state Transpor-
tation Trust Fund, work would likely
begin on Wood Valley Road in early
spring, and Union County has ad-
vised it will repave Summit Lane
west to Tracey Drive at night in the
summer of 2017.

The borough council members
voted to continue to participate in the
Union County Hazard Mitigation
Plan. The federal Disaster Mitigation
Act of 2000 established a require-
ment that in order to remain eligible
for federal disaster assistance and
grant funds, local and state govern-
ments must develop and adopt hazard
mitigation plans. Mountainside is a
member of the Union County Haz-
ardous Mitigation Team which is re-
sponsible for mitigating hazards such
as floods, storm surge, high winds,
hazardous material releases and ex-
treme temperatures.

Finally, the council members voted
to authorize the appointment of Mat-
thew Pritasch and Anthony Werchas
as volunteer firefighters, approved a
raffle application from the Our Lady
of Lourdes Roman Catholic Church
for an off premises 50/50 raffle, and
approved issuing bid specifications
for television inspections of various
sanitary sewers.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Trinity Church Parking
Flood Advisory Board, wrote a let-
ter asking that the parking lot be
denied. Mr. Aschenbach, in his let-
ter, expressed concerns to the
chronic flooding at Hamilton Av-
enue and Sylvester Street.

Lee Klein of Klein Traffic Con-
sultants, articulating residents con-
cerns, proposed one alternative to
the parking lot, suggesting placing
a semi-circle like driveway towards
the North Avenue entrance. A sec-
ond alternative was not fully dis-
cussed and will be elaborated fur-
ther at the February meeting. Mr.
Klein’s plan would designate the
Hamilton Avenue side of the build-
ing as a new playground area. Mr.
Klein testified the interactions be-
tween landscaping models sur-
rounding the parking lot would de-
crease driver visibility and promote
a clustered parking lot interaction
between children and vehicles that
would be unsafe.

Board Vice-Chairman Robert
Bovasso said the next discussion for
the project may be voted on by a
different board when new or existing
members are appointed in January.

“The board will be appointed in
January, but most likely should be
composed of the same individuals,”
he said.

Board Chairman Ronald Marrotta
suggested the application will not
have to start over and the new board
will be briefed with transcripts and
will make an astute decision on the
application.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
A SIGN IT'S ADVENT...Costumed members of the Presbyterian Church in Westfield presented the live nativity on the lawn
of the church on Sunday. The annual event included shepherds of all ages and angels who helped the community sing
Christmas carols.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF BOE
Westfield schools were used for elec-
tions following the recent Presiden-
tial Election for which it was consid-
ered necessary to hire two off-duty
police officers. Mr. Galligan added
that the committee was not yet ready
to make a recommendation on the
request to put temporary lighting on
the field at Kehler Stadium.

The board heard from Peggy Oster
that a conversation was being started
about the possibility of providing full-
day kindergarten for Westfield chil-
dren, but this was very much at the
beginning stage.

Ms. Oster also reported back from
the Technology Committee that it was
eventually hoped to offer eCommerce
classes at the high school as well as
using computer updates to enhance
existing classes.

SWEET SLEDS...Garwood Brownie Troop 40920 made 60 favors of candy sleds
for the Senior Group in Garwood and dropped them off at the Westwood in
Garwood for the senior Christmas party.

Join us in providing
seasons greetings to your
friends in our Christmas

newspaper edition,
Thursday, December 22.
Please fill in the form at

www.goleader.com/
christmas/greeting before

December 19.
The Leader/TIMES
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Colleagues and Residents Pay
Tribute To Meg Kolaya

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Hundreds
of friends, family and colleagues
crowded the Memorial Funeral Home
in Fanwood on Sunday afternoon to
pay their respects to Meg Kolaya, the
former director of the Scotch Plains
Public Library who died on Decem-
ber 1.

Mrs. Kolaya led the library from
October 2002 until her April 2015
retirement and transformed the li-
brary into the cultural center she had
envisioned early in her tenure. She
extended its operating hours, re-
vamped the children’s room 10 years
ago and expanded the library’s col-
lections of books and audio and video
recordings — and, as a result, circu-
lation and patron-visit numbers rose
throughout her tenure. She also re-
vamped the basement community
room, which now serves as a place for
art shows, lectures and other cultural
events. In 2010, the library hosted a
traveling exhibition on Abraham Lin-
coln that featured a lecture by noted
Lincoln scholar Harold Holzer.

When introducing Mrs. Kolaya to
the township council back in October
2002, William McClintock, then the
president of the library’s board of
trustees, said she had been “the first
pick” of all board members from

among the dozens of candidates un-
der consideration. This week, Mr.
McClintock said, “I always consid-
ered our choice of hiring her to be
absolutely the right one.” He told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
Mrs. Kolaya “had great ideas and
acted on them, and she made the
library a more fun place to work and
visit.”

Michelle Willis succeeded Mrs.
Kolaya as library director last year,
something she may not have envi-
sioned when she started employment
there 19 years ago. Back then, she
told The Times this week, the library
“was not what it is today. Fortunately,
in a very short time, it became abun-

dantly clear that Meg had a vision and
long-term plans for what the library
should become. That is one of the
reasons that I opted to stay.” As time
went on, Mrs. Willis said she “grew to
appreciate so many things about Meg.
She never asked the staff to do any-
thing that she wouldn’t do herself.
Over the years I watched her work at
the circulation desk, fill in at the ref-
erence desk, and she and I spent the
better part of an evening returning all
of the picture books to the shelves
when new ones were installed in the
children’s area.”

When Mrs. Kolaya announced her
retirement, Mrs. Willis, who had
headed the children’s department for
10 years, was hesitant about applying
for the director’s position. She said
Mrs. Kolaya told her simply, “‘Do it.
You will be great,’ and then she went
on to tell me why I would be good for
the job.” Looking back, Mrs. Willis
said she saw that, “Meg was able to
see things in us that we often did not
see in ourselves. She encouraged us
to become the best librarians that we
could be, fostering our creativity in
her own way.”

Others at the library expressed simi-
lar sentiments. Pamela Brooks, head
of adult and teen services at the library
since 2007, told The Times that “for a
library to be relevant today, it needs to
offer books on the shelf, of course, but
also programming and space to bring
a community together.” She recalled
that when she was interviewed for her
position a decade ago, “Meg and the
board stressed their vision of the li-
brary as a community hub.” Mrs.
Brooks said that, “with Meg at the
helm, our library staff worked hard to
make this concept a reality,” adding
that “it is an ongoing effort, and part of
Meg’s legacy to all of us.”

Zoning Board Rejects
Ashbrook Expansion Plan

Fanwood Council Narrowly
Approves Three-Way Stop Sign

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The borough council
passed, by a 3-to-2 vote Monday night
at a special meeting, an ordinance that
allows for a three-way stop sign at
Sheelens Crossing and North Avenue.

“I completely oppose this because
the police chief is against this…” Coun-
cilman Tom Kranz said. He also said
additional data had been supplied two
weeks ago that was not discussed or
reviewed by the police chief. Council

President Katherine Mitchell agreed,
and voted no.

Councilman Jack Molenaar said the
additional data “was an analysis that
had nothing to do with the stop sign…”
but rather a “speed study.”

“I think the chief disagrees with the
assessment,” Mr. Kranz said.

“There has never been a safe cross-
ing on North from this neighborhood to
get pedestrians to the downtown or the
train station. This is the intent…,” Mr.
Molenaar stated.

 “We have not had an epidemic of
people hit by cars at that intersection.
We haven’t had an epidemic of acci-
dents,” Mr. Kranz responded.

In response, Mr. Molennar said, “I
would argue you shouldn’t wait for
something bad to happen to fix it.”

“I would like to see some safe pas-
sage on North Avenue,” Councilwoman
Erin McElroy Barker added.

“You have a train station there; it is a
residential street…stopping is better
than moving,” Councilman Russell
Huegel stated.

At its agenda setting meeting that
followed the special meeting, the coun-
cil announced it will have on its agenda
for its Monday, December 19 meeting
a resolution that states the council’s
support of a renovation and expansion
of the Fanwood Memorial Library. The
resolution, as drafted, does not spell out
a financial agreement.

Members of the library board and
Friends of the Fanwood Library clapped
after hearing the resolution will be on
the table at the next meeting.

In a past presentation by library offi-
cials, the cost of the expansion and
renovation was estimated at $3 million.
But Councilman Kranz said he be-
lieves that number is likely to be higher.
He said he would not endorse the reso-
lution until he knows the real cost of the
agreed upon project and the cost to
taxpayers.

“It creates a bottomless pit of money,”
Mr. Kranz said.

The council has yet to decide how
much it will account for in its capital
budget for the library project, as well as
the scope of the project.

“We need to cross this bridge if we
want to renovate or expand,” Mr.
Molenaar said.

He said once the council makes this
commitment then the library can outlay
cost to get exact prices from engineers,
architects and other contractors.

“The expansion gives us the oppor-
tunity to bring the children to the first
floor,” said Mr. Molenaar. Currently
the children’s room is located in the
basement. The new plan would have an
open concept with the children’s room
and the adult section of the library
located on the same level.

“I think we have to agree on the scope

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zoning
board of adjustment last week rejected
an application seeking a significant
expansion of the Ashbrook Nursing
and Rehabilitation Center on Raritan
Road.

The board’s unanimous vote at its
December 1 meeting came after four
hearings that started last summer. The
facility was seeking approval for a three-
phase project that included construc-
tion of three new buildings — one
being three stories high, the second
being a four-story structure and a third
being a five-story building — that would
double the capacity of the facility. The
property would also have 240 parking
stalls for visitors and staff, and there
would be two points of entry and exit
from Raritan Road, one on the property’s
east side and one of the west side.

Board members last week concurred
with concerns raised by neighborhood
residents about the size and scope of the
proposed expansion. Board Vice-chair-
man Ken Anderson said the project
would have a “substantial impact” on

the surrounding area, which is prima-
rily residential. He contrasted the
Ashbrook proposal with the Center for
Hope Hospice facility, a half-mile away,
noting that the latter facility, while lo-
cated in a residential zone, is only one-
story high and fits in with the other
structures in the area.

“It’s an overuse,” Mr. Anderson said,
referring to the Ashbrook proposal.

Board member Dan Sullivan called
the Ashbrook expansion an
“overutilization of the property” while
Frank DeLuca said he could not envi-
sion “doing this to those residents.” Ed
Minall listed the greatly expanded park-
ing, including a large parking area di-
rectly in front of Raritan Road, along
with fire safety issues as being among
his concerns.

Prior to the board’s deliberations and
vote, several residents spoke in opposi-
tion to the application, with increased
density, noise and the heights of the
three new buildings being the areas of
greatest concern. One Raritan Road
homeowner called the proposed build-
ing heights “ridiculous.”

County to Conduct Deer
Management Plan at Parks

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders are set to vote tonight on
conducting the white-tailed deer
population Deer Management Pro-
gram in the Watchung Reservation,
Nomahegan Park, Lenape Park, the
Summit portion of Passaic River Park,
Ask Brook Reservation, the Hawk
Rise Sanctuary and in Plainfield.

The program would take place dur-
ing the state’s hunting permit season
of January 7 through February 11.
The program would cost the county
$5,370.

At its agenda setting meeting last
Thursday, Freeholder Al Mirabella
asked Ron Zuber, director of parks
and recreation, if the program could
be expanded to other areas of the
county.

Mr. Zuber said the county is trying
to expand the program to Plainfield
this year although the exact location
has yet to be determined.

“We are always taking suggestions
(to expand the program) because of
complaints (of deer overpopulation),”
Mr. Zuber said.

Freeholder Angel Estrada said he
has been told for three years of a deer
problem in Hillside.

The board also reviewed several
resolutions for the Primary and gen-
eral elections to be held in 2017, a
year in which New Jersey will elect a
new governor.

The first is to give the county clerk
the authority to make all purchases of
goods and/or services — needed in
preparing and conducting elections
— to be provided by vendors in an
amount not to exceed $35,000.

A contract with Full Service Mail-
ers of Hackensack for mailing sample
ballots in 2017 elections is up $23,132
over last year due to a hike in voter

registration in the Presidential elec-
tion. The new contract, which began
February 1 of this year, will be for
$173,517 and will run through Janu-
ary 28, 2018.

County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi said
registration jumped from 306,000 to
330,000 in 2016, a number she de-
scribed as “significant.”

Another agreement authorizes the
county manager to enter into an agree-
ment with Intersection of Secaucus to
provide design and advertising space
for the Union County Votes App at NJ
Transit train stations in advance of
the 2017 gubernatorial campaign in
an amount not to exceed $20,000.
Intersection, Ms. Rajoppi said, has
exclusive rights for advertising with
NJ Transit.

Ms. Rajoppi explained that 2,500
people downloaded the Votes App,
which she described as “very effi-
cient” in answering voters’ questions
and reducing calls to the clerk’s of-
fice.

In other business, the board is be-
ing asked to award a $223,900 con-
tract to Red Bank-based Lucas Con-
struction Group, Inc. for rehabilita-
tion of a Central Avenue minor bridge
in Westfield. Joseph Graziano, direc-
tor of engineering, public works and
facilities management, told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times it is
not a traditional bridge as it is more or
less a pipe under the roadway located
on Central near Clover Street.

Also considered by the board was a
contract with Neglia Engineering
Associates of Clark for engineering
design, construction and inspection
services for the replacement of the
Passaic Avenue bridge, defined as a
superstructure bridge, at a contract
not to exceed $297,344.

A resolution was on the agenda for

Mark De Hanes for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THE BEST WAY TO SEE SCOTCH PLAINS....Horse-drawn carriage rides were among the more popular activities during
Sunday’s Scotch Plains’ holiday celebration. The festivities included hot chocolate, pony rides, a ceremonial tree lighting and
a visit from Santa Claus.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Courtesy of Patricia Quattrocchi
SANTA CLAUS IS COMING...Area residents are invited to see the “Christ-
mas House” at 83 Paterson Road in Fanwood and enjoy a visit from Santa
this Saturday, December 17, from 4:30 to 6 p.m. All are welcome. Presents
for the children  will be offered as a Christmas gift from the Roser family.
Donations will be accepted for N.J.I.D., the New Jersey Institute for Disabili-
ties, njid.org. CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Mark De Hanes for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HERE COMES SANTA...Santa arrives in style on a Scotch Plains fire truck for
Sunday’s Scotch Plains holiday celebration.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Meg Kolaya
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Mimi SenGupta, head of the circu-
lation department, said Mrs. Kolaya
“made me what I am today” and
“guided me through library school.”
She told The Times that “I learned
how to be the person I am today from
Meg.”

Library assistant Catherine Watson
called Mrs. Kolaya “a wonderful boss
and an admirable woman,” telling
The Times that she remembered “how
she was every day, and how one felt
her kind humor and lack of nonsense
all through the library, whether she
was in sight or not. I still feel it there,
though differently now.”

The president of the library’s board
of trustees said he knew from his first
meeting with Mrs. Kolaya in 2014
that she was “someone special.” Evan
Murray told The Times that “every-
thing she did was focused on the best
interests of the community and its
patrons.” He said Mrs. Kolaya’s ef-
forts at “bringing so many valuable
programs to our library” are what
made the library “the nationally-rec-
ognized facility that it is today.”

Mrs. Kolaya also widened the
library’s reach beyond Scotch Plains,
pursuing increased relationships with
other libraries in the area, most nota-
bly Fanwood. In 2005, they created a
shared-services partnership that
Fanwood Memorial Library Director
Dan Weiss said “still flourishes to-
day.” Several years later, Mrs. Kolaya
and Mr. Weiss looked into merging
the two libraries and building a new
joint library.

Mr. Weiss told The Times he first
met Mrs. Kolaya 19 years ago “when
we were both newly-minted library
directors, she at Clark and me in

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Stop Sign

Planning Bd. OKs Amended
Affordable Housing Plan

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Ashbrook

first…and then we know the cost,”
Councilman Huegel added.

“I think after two years this is a step
in the right direction,” Ms. Mitchell
said. “It will tell people who want to
donate that we are behind them…to the
extent the borough can afford in the
future...Do we do an elevator and cos-
metic changes, or do a full expansion?”
Ms. Mitchell questioned.

Also on the agenda is a resolution to
increase the recycling agreement with
the Plainfield Municipal Utilities Au-
thority by $1,000 for the extra bins it
had dispersed to residents that were not
accounted for in its original estimation,
Deputy Business Administrator and
Chief Financial Officer Fred Tompkins
said. Also, the annual contract with
attorney Rogut McCarthy will be on the
agenda to amend the contract to be
increased by $47,000. It was $125,000.
This is to compensate for services in
connection with an affordable-housing
settlement.

The borough council also met Mon-
day night in its capacity as the
community’s redevelopment agency.
The China Moon restaurant renova-
tions are to be completed in two weeks,
said Liz Jeffery, the redevelopment ad-
visor for the borough. As part of the
renovations to the restaurant, the kitchen
will no longer be visible from South
Avenue. She also noted that there are no
current plans to reface the side of the
building.

The former Corner Store has been
newly leased and is to be reopened in
January as The Fanwood Grille, which
will be a luncheon and dinner takeout
establishment, she said.

A demolition permit has been filed
for the former A&P site, she said. Also,
the property owner has completed as-
bestos removal.

The Station Square developer, Land-
mark, has a financial agreement with
the borough that includes a 30-year tax
abatement, Ms. Jeffery said. In lieu of
taxes, the owner has agreed to pay the
borough a cost per unit rate, starting at
$3,700 per finished unit, and is to in-
crease over the 30 years. Construction
is slated to start in the spring and the
borough is giving the developer a 24-
month construction period for devel-
oping the land at La Grande Avenue
and Second Street.

Jeremy Arnold, who lives nearby the
Ashbrook facility, presented a formal
case of opposition to the application,
and testified last week that, given the
way properties near Ashbrook are con-
figured and the angle at which homes
are situated on their lots.

 “I’ll be staring at a five-, four- and
three-story building” from the back of
his house. He also worried about an
increase in vehicular traffic on Raritan
Road, which he descried as being a
“nightmare” at present. His attorney,
Marc Rogoff, said if the board ap-
proved the Ashbrook application, it
would turn “zoning by ordinance,”
which he said is the proper way to act,
into “zoning by variance.”

He also said an approval of the
Ashbrook application would result in
“profit at the expense of the neighbors.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Kolaya Remembered
Fanwood.” He said when Mrs. Kolaya
came to Scotch Plains in 2002, “we
were able to work effectively together
on many projects and initiatives. She
brought so many qualities I admired
to her work: a clear vision and strong,
fair, consistent and disciplined lead-
ership.”

Mrs. Kolaya supported those with
intellectual and developmental dis-
abilities, and the Scotch Plains Li-
brary was the first in the country to
host the “Next Chapter Book Club”
aimed at those individuals. She also
expanded the library’s programs and
activities aimed at people with autism,
something recalled this week by a town-
ship resident and mother of a child
with autism and other disabilities.

Adrienne Robertiello, an autism
educator at Children’s Specialized
Hospital, told The Times her family
had “experienced exclusion and dis-
appointment from many community
offerings,” so she approached Mrs.
Kolaya “with a ‘top 10’ list of com-
munity initiatives to take on and asked
her which she could help me with.”
Mrs. Kolaya’s response was, “All of
them,” recalled Mrs. Robertiello. That
led to a joint program with the
Fanwood Library, “Libraries and
Autism: We’re Connected,” that Mr.
Weiss this week called “perhaps our
proudest and longest-lasting achieve-
ment.”

Back in October 2002, Mrs. Kolaya
told the township council that she
looked forward to “exciting changes
in the future” and vowed to make “an
effort to get every person in Scotch
Plains” to visit the library — and by
any measure, they are two goals that
she clearly achieved.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The application for
96 South Avenue was moved to Wednes-
day, January 25, since there were not
enough voting board members present
at the planning board meeting last
Wednesday. The applicant is seeking a
use variance for his existing two-family
home. The property sits in the R-75
zone, which is only zoned for single-
family use.

Two other applications were also
moved to January 25. Verizon is seek-
ing to return to the PSE&G tower at
55 North Avenue and there is a bulk
variance application for 71 LaGrande
Avenue.

Stan Slachetka of T&M Associates,
the planner hired by the borough to plan
for its affordable-housing obligations,
led the public hearing for the fair share
housing component of the master plan.

The amendment to the existing hous-
ing element and fair share component
of the master plan, he said, “is a result of
the settlement” agreement with the Fair
Share Housing Authority that took place
in July that stipulates the borough is to
provide 218 affordable-housing units
within any newly developed land used
for multi-family housing within the next
10 years.

“Rather than have to address that
immediately, what you have to do is put
mechanisms in place to create afford-
able housing if and when
redevelopment…takes place,” Mr.
Slachetka said.

The South Avenue commercial cor-
ridor is one such area where the bor-
ough currently is requiring an afford-
able-housing component for a multi-
family dwelling, he said. When a new
multi-family development of five or
more units is developed, the developer
is to provide 15 percent of rental units
and 20 percent of for-sale units as af-

fordable housing, he said.
The board voted to approve the

amendment.
Board Secretary Pat Hoynes an-

nounced that Board Chairman Dale
Flowers is resigning from his position
after serving for about 20 years on the
board. Mr. Flowers was not present at
the meeting.

Board member Teresa Seefeldt was
voted by the board to act as chair-
woman protem since the chairman and
vice-chairman were not present.

The Wednesday, December 14 plan-
ning board meeting was cancelled. The
next board meetings will be Wednes-
day, January 18, and Wednesday, Janu-
ary 25. Both meetings start at 7:30 p.m.
and are at Borough Hall.
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Mark  De Hanes for The  Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MAKING A NEW FRIEND....Children were able to feed the ponies during
Sunday’s Scotch Plains’ holiday celebration.

a $240,000 contract with the Eliza-
beth Parking Authority to provide
jury parking in 2017.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Freeholders

TEAM WORK...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School wrestling team spent
Saturday morning washing Fanwood’s fire engines, ambulances and Scotch
Plains police cars. The event, outside Fanwood fire headquarters, was a commu-
nity service project spearheaded by wrestling head coach Marc Fabiano and
Fanwood Police Officer Dan Piccola. The wrestling team currently has 52
members in grades 9 through 12.

WARM COATS AND HEARTS...Congregation Beth Israel in Scotch Plains
collected more than 180 winter coats for donation to men, women and children
in need through Goodwill of Springfield, during a month-long coat drive
conducted by volunteers from the synagogue’s Social Action Committee that
culminated on November 6. Seventh-grade students in the synagogue’s religious
school then helped sort and bag the coats, and also wrote warm greetings and
drew uplifting pictures to be left as “a note in the coat” in the pockets of
outerwear going to children.

Gas Co. Makes Presentation
To Mountainside Council

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Several rep-
resentatives from Elizabethtown Gas
Company spoke to the members of the
Mountainside Borough Council during
its Tuesday work meeting. The gas
company employees presented a de-
tailed overview of the company’s
SMART program and its impact on
Mountainside residents.

According to John Grumbling, the
SMART program is a 10-year program
to modernize and enhance the safety
and reliability of its gas distribution
system by replacing aging copper and
cast iron gas mains, unprotected and
bare steel mains and upgrade low pres-
sure lines with new elevated pressure
systems. In addition, the company will
relocate inside gas meters to the out-
side, so employees will no longer have
to enter residents’ homes. According to
the gas company’s website, more than
630 miles of gas mains will eventually
be replaced and more than 67,000 cus-
tomers will receive upgrades under the
program.

Mr. Grumbling distributed maps and
photos of the streets in Mountainside
that will be impacted by the program
and asked the council to release road
opening permits so that the work could
begin in early 2017. Among the streets
scheduled for upgrades are Summit
Road, Foothill Road, Cherry Hill, Maple
Court and Peachtree Lane.

Borough Engineer Michael Disko
explained that his department will work
with Elizabethtown Gas to minimize
disruption to residents and maximize
the opportunities for road improvements
during the gas line upgrades. Residents
who are impacted will receive notifica-
tion from the gas company including
access to an 800 number and e-mail
contacts for customer service represen-
tatives.

In other road related issues, Mr. Disko

advised that as a result of the recent
funding of the state Transportation Trust
Fund, work would likely begin on Wood
Valley Road in early spring, and Union
County has advised it will repave Sum-
mit Lane west to Tracey Drive at night
in the summer of 2017.

The borough council members voted
to continue to participate in the Union
County Hazard Mitigation Plan. The
federal Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000
established a requirement that in order
to remain eligible for federal disaster
assistance and grant funds, local and
state governments must develop and
adopt hazard mitigation plans. Moun-
tainside is a member of the Union
County Hazardous Mitigation Team
which is responsible for mitigating haz-
ards such as floods, storm surge, high
winds, hazardous material releases and
extreme temperatures.

Finally, the council members voted
to authorize the appointment of Mat-
thew Pritasch and Anthony Werchas as
volunteer firefighters, approved a raffle
application from the Our Lady of
Lourdes Roman Catholic Church for
an off premises 50/50 raffle, and ap-
proved issuing bid specifications for
television inspections of various sani-
tary sewers.

Courtesy of Susie Sefcik
SANTA SONGS...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Jazz Band, The
Moonglowers, plays festive Christmas songs that filled the party tent Sunday
during Fanwood’s holiday celebration and Christmas tree lighting.

Mark De Hanes for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SANTA’S HELPERS...Santa’s elves smile for the camera during Sunday’s Scotch
Plains holiday celebration.

Courtesy of Susie Sefcik
I LOVE YOU SANTA...Santa poses for photos with children and their families
during Fanwood’s holiday party and Christmas tree lighting on Sunday.

Join us in providing
seasons greetings to your
friends in our Christmas

newspaper edition,
Thursday, December 22.
Please fill in the form at

www.goleader.com/
christmas/greeting before

December 19.
The Leader/TIMES
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 CLASSIFIED ADS

COMMUNITY SERVICE...The Westfield High School Freshman Girls Soccer
Team volunteered recently at the Hoboken Shelter as a team builder. Under the
direction of the kitchen staff leader Michelle Pamplin, the girls cooked up a dinner
and served over 100 guests.

CONSUMER RIGHTS...Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th), vice-chairman of the
Commerce, Manufacturing and Trade Subcommittee, joins U.S. House Speaker
Paul Ryan (R-Wis.) as he signs off on Mr. Lance’s Consumer Review Fairness Act.
The consumer protection legislation passed both the House and U.S. Senate and
now heads to President Barack Obama. The legislation will allow Americans to
exercise their First Amendment rights regarding consumer experiences without
fear of retribution.

Ryan Signs Off on Lance
Consumer Review Fairness Act

Legislative Offices Taking
Donations for Foodbank

TRENTON – Senator Nick
Scutari (D-22nd, Linden), Assem-
blyman Jerry Green (D-22nd,
Plainfield) and Assemblyman Jim
Kennedy (D-22nd, Rahway) wel-
come area residents to join in the
fight against hunger by donating
non-perishable foods to the Com-
munity FoodBank of New Jersey
this holiday season.

Non-perishable items may be
dropped off at any of the legislative
offices, Monday through Friday, from
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The office locations

are as follows:
Senator Scutari, 1514 East Saint

Georges Ave., 2nd Fl., Linden, N.J.
07036; Assemblyman Green, 200
West 2nd Street, Suite 102, Plainfield,
N.J. 07060, and Assemblyman
Kennedy, 34 East Cherry St., Rahway,
N.J. 07065.

Financial donations are also ac-
cepted and can be made payable to
The Community FoodBank of New
Jersey and mailed to Assemblyman
Kennedy, attn: community food
drive.

All donations are delivered to the
Community Food Bank of New Jer-
sey in Hillside. The Community Food
Bank is one of the largest providers of
groceries to charities, soup kitchens,
and food pantries throughout the state,
providing nutritious foods directly to
individuals and families at risk of
hunger.

Donations of hearty, nutrient
dense foods such as canned tuna,
peanut butter, canned meats, en-
riched cereals, soups and stews are
encouraged. Contributors are asked
to avoid glass containers due to risk
of breakage.

For additional information about
the Community FoodBank, visit
www.njfoodbank.org or call the of-
fice of Assemblyman Kennedy at
(732) 943-2660 or emailing the  As-
semblyman at
asmkennedy@njleg.org.

NO-SHAVE COPS....Twenty-three members of the Cranford Police Department,
ranging from the rank of captain to communications officer, participated in “No-
Shave November.” This is the second consecutive year in which Police Chief James
Wozniak encouraged his officers to partake in this event, which supports cancer
research and education.

TRIAL LAWYERS

Personal Injury &
 Auto Accidents

Est. 1984

Call Jon Bramnick
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

908-322-7000
Bramnick, Rodriquez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains  •  www.jonbramnick.com

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

GRANT RECEIVED...Executive Director of Community Access Unlimited, Sid
Blanchard, left, accepts a $10,000 grant from Valley National Bank bank repre-
sentatives, pictured left to right, Mwaura Muroki, Mary Ann Betz and Ellen
Scardena.

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th), vice-chair-
man of the Commerce, Manufactur-
ing and Trade Subcommittee, last
week joined U.S. House Speaker Paul
Ryan R-Wis) as he signed off on Mr.
Lance’s Consumer Review Fairness
Act. The consumer protection legis-
lation passed both the House and
U.S. Senate and now heads to Presi-
dent Barack Obama.

 The legislation would allow Ameri-
cans to exercise their First Amend-
ment rights regarding consumer ex-
periences without fear of retribution.

 “This law is about protecting con-
sumers posting honest feedback
online. Online reviews and ratings
are critical in the 21st Century and
consumers should be able to post,
comment and tweet their honest and
accurate feedback without fear of ret-
ribution. Too many companies are
burying non-disparagement clauses
in fine print and going after consum-
ers when they post negative feedback
online. This will now end,” Mr. Lance
said.

Mr. Lance also wants to maintain
the integrity of the online crowd sourc-
ing economy and prevent consumers
from assuming online posts aren’t
genuine.

“A few months ago I visited
Bovella’s Pastry Shoppe in Westfield,
N.J. Bovella’s has the highest Yelp
review of any bakery in that part of
New Jersey. The good people at
Bovella’s earned that review from
their hard work and excellent cus-
tomer service. They get a lot of busi-
ness from people who turn to Yelp for
insight on bakeries in town. This
crowd sourcing system thrives be-
cause of its integrity. People trust it.
Bad actors who bully consumers are
ruining the system that helps Bovella’s
prosper,” the Congressman said.

Mr. Lance has championed a num-
ber of consumer protection measures
in Congress. Earlier this month, his
Anti-Spoofing Act was passed in the
House. That bill prevents
telemarketers from disguising their
caller ID in an effort to evade law
enforcement or trick consumers.

Frelinghuysen Selected as
Appropriations Chairman

Rep. Rodney Frelinghuysen (R-
11th), a 22-year veteran in Congress,
has been selected to be chairman of
the House Appropriations Commit-
tee. Mr. Frelinghuysen is currently
chairman of the Defense Appropria-
tions Subcommittee.

“He likely won’t be challenged for
the chairmanship, which isn’t quite as
coveted as it was back in the age of
earmarks but still carries clout,” ac-
cording to a report in Roll Call.

He has said his number one issue
will be the Gateway rail tunnel under
the Hudson River. He is the sixth
member of his family to serve in
Congress going back to the Continen-
tal Congress, according to The Record.

Christie Seeking to Be
Next RNC Chairman

Governor Chris Christie is hoping
to be the next chairman of the Repub-
lican National Committee (RNC), NJ
Advance Media has reported. The
Governor was head of the Republi-
can Governors Association in 2014.

He would replace Reince Priebus,
who has been named chief of staff by
President-elect Donald Trump.

New Jersey Housing Authority
Opposes Trump Pick for HUD
On the heels of the announcement

of Dr. Ben Carson as President-Elect
Donald Trump’s choice to lead the
U.S. Department of Housing and Ur-
ban Development (HUD), New Jer-
sey Housing Association President
and Chief Executive Officer Staci
Berger issued the following statement:

“Dr. Carson’s nomination is sur-
prising and concerning.  He has pub-
licly criticized the Fair Housing Act,
which protects individuals from hous-
ing discrimination. New Jersey is one
of the most diverse and yet, still seg-
regated, states in the nation,” Ms.
Berger said. “We need HUD’s poli-
cies and programs to support housing
choices and opportunity for mobility,
as well as reinvestment in all of our
communities.  Whether they live in
our vibrant urban centers, suburban
communities or rural areas, all New
Jerseyans deserve access to afford-
able homes. Dr. Carson and others in
the next administration must ensure
that all New Jerseyans and all Ameri-
cans continue to have a path home.

“We are grateful to have profes-
sional civil servants that will con-

tinue to serve at HUD who bring a
wealth of knowledge and experience.
It’s our hope that we can protect op-
portunities for all Americans under
the new leadership with their help.
We will work tirelessly with our na-
tional partners and elected officials to
defend the programs and policies that
underpin our social safety net, and
look to our state’s leaders to advance
the kind of housing system and fund-
ing that makes New Jersey a place we
can all afford to call home.”

Christie Reaches Historic Lows
In Latest FDU PublicMind Poll
Most of his constituents believe

Governor Chris Christie should have
been a defendant in the recently con-
cluded Bridgegate trial, and less than
a fifth approve of his job performance,
according to Fairleigh Dickinson
University’s PublicMind’s most recent
survey of registered voters.

Eighteen percent of registered vot-
ers approve of Governor Christie’s job
performance, while the vast majority,
73 percent, disapprove. Only 20 per-
cent are content with the state’s direc-
tion with 70 percent believing the state
is heading down the wrong path.

“A proposed renovation of the
Statehouse may improve the execu-
tive wing, but public attitudes are
proving more difficult to change. This
is the lowest recorded approval rat-
ing for any New Jersey governor in
the years since the FDU poll has been
measuring voter attitudes,” said Krista
Jenkins, professor of political sci-
ence and director of PublicMind.

And, as the FDU poll has found in
recent surveys, the governor is no
longer supported by even a majority
of his partisan constituents with 52
percent of Republicans disapproving
of his leadership with only 33 percent
approving.

The survey asked registered vot-
ers who followed the trial very or
somewhat closely to agree or dis-
agree with a series of statements
about the recently concluded trial of
former Christie aides, Bill Baroni
and Bridget Anne Kelly. Few of poll
respondents believe the list of de-
fendants was comprehensive, and by
a sizable majority, many across the
state believe the governor should
have been tried along with Mr. Baroni
and Ms. Kelly for the role they be-
lieve he played in the lane closure
affair.

Mayors Council Pushing
For Flood Mitigation Plan

REGION — The Mayors Council
Rahway River Watershed Flood Con-
trol will be heading to Trenton this
week to meet with Department of
Environmental of Protection (DEP)
Commissioner Robert Martin on Fri-
day, December 9 to urge the state to
move ahead on the state funding of
the Rahway River Flood Mitigation
plan including getting to construction
in 2017.

In a meeting organized by Sena-
tor Tom Kean, Jr.  (R-21st,
Westfield) and expected to be at-
tended by Assemblywoman Nancy
Munoz (R-21st, Summit) and As-
semblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield), the Mayors are calling
for state action.

Bolstered by the federal U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers draft environ-
mental impact statement that said there
are no impacts that can’t be mitigated
with reasonable actions, the Mayors
will be asking that the state to fund in
first quarter 2017 the Orange Reser-
voir Dam integrity study to ensure the
dam is safe and meets federal stan-
dards.

“Over $100 million of damages
were faced by residents along the
Rahway River during Irene. The fed-
eral and state Rahway River Flood
Mitigation Plan has significant flood
mitigation benefits including mate-
rial water elevation reductions from
Millburn to Rahway.

Known as Alternative 4a, the
plan is a revision of one of the 10
alternatives that the U.S. Army
Corps and the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection
evaluated,” Union County Free-
holder Chairman Bruce Bergen
said.

Congress is also expected to pass
and send to the President the Federal
Water Resources Act, which autho-
rizes the Army Corps as a federal
priority the acceleration of the
Rahway River Watershed Flood Miti-
gation Plan.

The Mayors Council Rahway River
Watershed Flood Control has ex-
pressed appreciation for making the
plan a priority.

Cranford Mayor Andis Kalnins
said, “We appreciate the efforts of
our federal legislators working on
our behalf. Now we need the state to
take this major step forward and ex-
pedite the plan.”

The Mayors Council includes:
Maplewood Mayor Victor Deluca,
Union Mayor Manual Figueiredo,
Orange Mayor Dwayne Warren,
former Millburn Mayor Robert
Tillotson, Cranford Mayor Kalnins,
Millburn Mayor Ted Bourke,
Rahway Mayor Sam Steinman,
Springfield Mayor Jerry Fernandez,
and Kenilworth Mayor Anthony
DeLuca.

Santa Fun Run/Walk to
Benefit St. Pat’s Parade

ROSELLE PARK — The Joseph
Nugent, Sr. Association of Union
County and Dowling’s Irish Pub and
Restaurant are sponsoring the 2016
Santa Fun Run/Walk to benefit the
Union County St. Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade this Saturday, December 10 at
Dowling’s Pub located, 117 Chestnut
Street, Roselle Park. Race time is
12:30 p.m.

Donations of new, unwrapped
toys are also welcome. All toys
collected will be donated to the
Linden Fire FMBA Local, which
supports the U.S. Marine Corps
Reserves annual Toys for Tots cam-
paign.

The Eamonn Ryan will provide
entertainment. Admission is $20
and includes draft beer, wine and
soda. There will also be a cash
bar.

The 21st Union County St. Patrick’s
Day Parade will step off at 1 p.m. on
Saturday, March 11, on Morris Av-
enue in Union.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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&  S P I R I T S

ZACCAGNINI  
Montepulciano d’ Abruzzo ........ SALE $12.18
SANTA MARGARITA  
Pinot Grigio ............................... SALE $20.18
KENDALL JACKSON  
Vintners Chardonnay ................ SALE $12.18 
MEIOMI Pinot Noir ................... SALE $19.99
LA MARCA Prosecco ............... SALE $12.38  
VEUVE CLICQUOT Brut  ...........SALE $45.18
MOET CHANDON Imperial ...... SALE $39.18
APOTHIC Red Blend ................ SALE $9.38
JOSH Cabernet ........................ SALE $12.18
J LOHR Cabernet ..................... SALE $13.08 

BEER SPECIALS!
CLICK

& pickup
at StewsWines.com CLICK
& pickup

stewswines.com

now EASIER
than EVER...

Voted                                     RETAILER of the YEAR!

See our new 
StewsWines.com

SAVE 
on our 
BEST 

SELLERS!

when you buy 
ALL 6

SPIRITS

SUENOS  Malbec 
SALE $9.98 - SAVE $2

BLOKES & SHEILAS 
Chardonnay 

SALE $9.98 - SAVE $2

SMITH & SONS Cabernet  
SALE $17.98 - SAVE $2

SANTA GIADA Pinot Grigio 
SALE $11.98 - SAVE $2

VILLA BELCARO  
SALE $9.98 - SAVE $2

DARK CLUSTER 
SALE $9.98 - SAVE $1

SAVE $11

TITO’S Vodka 1.75Lt .................SALE $29.09
BACARDI Light 1.75Lt .............SALE $19.19 
DEWAR’S Whisky 1.75Lt .........SALE $32.09
BAILEY’S 750ml ........................SALE $21.09  
JOHNNIE WALKER  
Black 1.75Lt ...............................SALE $59.09  
SVEDKA Vodka 1.75Lt .............SALE $19.29 
MACALLAN 12 Yr ...................SALE $52.09
JACK DANIELS 1.75Lt ..............SALE $44.09  
KETEL ONE 1.75Lt ....................SALE $39.09
ROMANA Sambuca 750ml .......SALE $24.09 

SIERRA NEVADA 12 pk btls  .............$14.99
FAT TIRE6 pk btls ..................................$8.99
MICHELOB Ultra 12 pk btls ................ $12.99  
FONDERS All Day IPA 15 pk cans .....  $16.99 
VICTORY Golden Monkey 6 pk btls ....$10.99
BLUE MOON 12 pk btls ......................  $14.99
COORS Light 30 pk cans  ....................$21.10
HEINEKEN loose btls  ..........................$26.10  
STELLA ARTOIS 12 pk btls ...............$14.99 
MODELO Especial 12 pk cans  .......... $12.99 

  HOURS: MONDAY - SATURDAY 9 TO 9  
SUNDAY 12 TO 6

EFFECTIVE THRU DECEMBER 31, 2016 

Stew Leonard’s Wines & Spirits 
Independently owned and operated.  

Not a cooperative buying group and not 
part of the Stew Leonard’s food chain.

SIGN-UP &  SAVE
with our weekly emails 

 

go to...  StewsWines.com

SPRINGFIELD, NJ • 901 MOUNTAIN AVE

WE’RE BETWEEN ROUTE 22 AND MOUNTAIN AVE.  

IN ECHO PLAZA, NEXT TO OUTBACK. ONLY 4 MILES 

WEST OF THE GARDEN STATE PARKWAY   

AND THREE MILES SOUTH OF I-78.  908-379-2930
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LOEWS THEATER

JMK BMW

TRUCKLOAD SALE! Our favorites from  
Stew Leonard’s Food Store 
While Supplies Last!  Springfield Store Only!

or $6.99 ea. 

All
Natural
Snack

NET 
24 OZ. (68

12 pack cAse

SAVE $3 or $3.99 ea. 

aged 24 
months!

LB. 
LB. 

direct from 
norway

rao’s
marinara 

JUMBO 
32 oz. 

poland  
springs
water
24/0.5L 

ea. 

extra virgin
olive oil

3 liter

PARMIGIANO
REGGIANO 

 

JARLSBERG
CHEESE

san pellegrino
750ml  

limit 4 cases

peanut butter
pretzels

24 oz.

ea. 

SAVE $2

SAVE $3 SAVE $2SAVE $6

ea. 

PEPPERMINT
BARK

1 LB.

 FRESHLY 
PREPARED
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

It’s Dark Now and Pedestrians
Encounter Increased Danger

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm
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Visit Us - 251 North Ave. West
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail - The Westfield Leader/Times

PO Box 250, Westfield 07091

Submittal Formats
Email Photos in color

Email Ads as pdf files in color
Please spell & grammar check

For more information, see
www.goleader.com//help

Useful Information, It is all there at www.goleader.com/help
(Your subscription Renewal Date and Customer ID are printed on your mailing label.)

Winter and daylight savings time result in gray
afternoons and dark evenings in our area. Night
approaches quickly this time of the year. The end of
December will be here very shortly, and this is the
shortest daytime of the year. Many don’t adjust well
to this sudden change in loss of daylight.

When everyone leaves work during this time of
year, it’s dark. It’s hard to see while driving and it’s
particularly hard to see pedestrians. Pedestrians also
don’t see very well, aren’t as aware as they need to
be, and assume drivers see them. This condition has
resulted in unfortunate pedestrian deaths over the
last few years.

The busy local thoroughfares, such as North Av-
enue and East Broad Street in Westfield, have proven
to be particularly dangerous. Martine and Park Av-
enues in Scotch Plains are equally busy.

These streets are uniquely laden with both cars
and pedestrians.

It’s the most dangerous combination – many cars,
many pedestrians and dark evenings.

We appeal to everyone to be extremely alert –
drivers and pedestrians both. There’s more everyone
can do to help avoid tragedy. Please wear bright
colored and reflective clothing while walking. Cross
on streets only where it is legal and safe. Please do
not “J-Walk!” Every time you cross the street, as-

sume that drivers don’t see you because they prob-
ably don’t.

Take the time to remind your children to always
cross at the crosswalks, and if you’re thinking about
buying yourself or the kids new winter coats, try to
buy bright colors.

Drivers, in their normal rush to get home, should
remember how unsafe it is this time of year. Expect
pedestrians to do unusual things because they will.

Remember not to pass on the right through the leaf
piles, as children may be at play. As the winter
weather rolls in, ice and snow are bound to make
road conditions worse; take it slow and stay alert.

Joggers and bicyclists need to be more on guard,
too, because of the diminished visibility. Make sure
the reflectors on your bicycles are cleaned off and in
good condition. Both joggers and cyclists should
consider purchasing and wearing a blinking light to
make them more visible.

Please remember that many “out of town” cars
pass through the area all the time. These drivers do
not know the conditions of our local roads or the
busyness of pedestrian travel. They won’t be as alert
as you.

Put your cell phone away and don’t text while
driving. Let’s make our wintertime as safe as pos-
sible this year by staying alert.

Bizarre Plan by Christie to Renovate
State House Executive Offices

Governor Christie’s bizarre out-
of-the blue plan to gut the historic
New Jersey Statehouse with a mas-
sive $300-million  renovation draws
numerous questions.

The first thing to come to mind is
that many people lose things when
moving. Could the Governor have
some interest in Bridgegate related
evidence getting misplaced, with a
relocated Executive Office?

The state debt is already unman-
ageable, and the last thing we need is
an expensive fancy remodel of the
Statehouse. Christie has already said
that the portion used by the legisla-
ture will remain untouched so here’s
a better idea: Leave any construction
to the next governor, or let the legis-
lature create a project.

Rev. Eric Hafner
Toms River

A Blessing Who Brought Happiness To
Union County, As Well As Essex

When I lived in Cranford, and at-
tended St. Anne’s Church in Garwood
near Westfield, and also St. Michael’s
Church in Cranford, I was active in
NJ Schnauzer Rescue Network from
1998 through 2004.

Incorporated in 1997, the Rescue
Network has been successful in sav-
ing Miniature Schnauzers and other
dogs from the 5 Animal Care and
Control Centers of NYC, as well as
other shelters, puppy mills, etcetera.

I’ll always cherish memories of my
Miniature Schnauzers from long ago,
named Connie and Pistol and Max, as
well as my friend, Pepper, who was
born in 1992 like my dog Pistol. Pep-
per, a smart, sweet, pretty 17-lb.
bundle of gray-and-silver joy who

could be assertive with an appropri-
ate degree of dominance if other ca-
nines took liberties with her, lived in
Westfield with my former NJSRN
colleague Pat Sheehan, and in Scotch
Plains with my other NJSRN col-
league Dorian Roll, before Pepper
was adopted by a wonderful
Livingston, NJ senior citizen lady on
April 7, 2001.

To us who have worked for NJ
Schnauzer Rescue, Pepper will al-
ways be a blessing who brought hap-
piness to Union County, as well as
Essex County.

Martha McLoughlin
Lakewood, NJ

The Passing of  Scotch Plains
Librarian Meg Kolaya

I am saddened to hear of the pass-
ing of our former Librarian Meg
Kolaya. Her loss reminds me, and I
assume all of us yet again how pre-
cious life is.

She served our township with great
dignity and professionalism; always
committed to making our library the
valued centerpiece of our commu-
nity, one that we could all take great
pride in. Her influence, and ability to
make our library one that was posi-
tively recognized by her peers con-
tributed greatly to her ability to at-
tract the many acclaimed exhibits we

came to enjoy locally, making Scotch
Plains a better place for all to call
home.

I know I am speaking for all that
knew her when I say that although
gone she will never be forgotten. And
so on behalf of a grateful community,
let me extend our deepest sympathies
to her family. Thank you for sharing
her with us, and may God bless and
comfort you during this difficult and
sorrowful time. God’s speed Meg.

Mayor Kevin Glover
Scotch Plains

The Flag That Is Placed On The
Coffins Of Our Finest And Bravest

Hampshire College, Amherst, Mas-
sachusetts, has taken down the Ameri-
can flag from the college flagpole!

On November 9th some students
flew the flag at half-mast in a “reac-
tion to the toxic tone of the months
long election.” The college permitted
this because of what it terms “deeply
held beliefs about what the flag repre-
sents to our campus community.”

The flag was later burned. The col-
lege replaced the flag and let the new
flag fly at half-mast.

But then Jonathan Lash, the col-
lege president, decided not to fly the
American flag “for the time being!”
But does he not know that Old Glory
is always flown in the daytime and
may be flown at night conditions per-
mitting?

Mr. Lash said some on the campus
perceived the flag as “a powerful
symbol of fear they’ve felt all their
lives because they grew up in
marginalized communities, never
feeling safe.”

Some 400 people joined in a veter-
ans protest November 27th against
removing the flag.

This flag affectionately that was
raised at Mt. Suribachi, that was car-
ried onto the beaches at Normandy,
that is traditionally placed on the cof-
fins of our finest and bravest.

This flag whose 13 stripes repre-
sent the 13 original colonies, the blue
rectangle the Union, the 50 stars the
50 states.

This flag to which we sing,
“O say can you see, by the dawn’s

early light,
What we so proudly hailed at the

twilight’s last gleaming,
Whose broad stripes and brought

stars through the perilous fight,
O’er the ramparts we watched were

so gallantly streaming?
And the rockets’ red glare, the

bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night that

our flag was still there;
O say does that star-spangled ban-

ner yet wave
O’er the last of the free and the

home of the brave?”
Nevertheless the United States Su-

preme Court, in 5-4 decision, in Texas
v. Johnson, 491 U.S. 397 (1989), de-
cided that burning the American flag
is protected by the First and Four-
teenth Amendments.

But Chief Justice William H.
Rehnquist dissented with words that
well apply today.

“The American flag, then, through-
out more than 200 years of our his-
tory, has come to be the visible sym-
bol embodying our nation. It does not
represent the views of any particular
party. It does not represent any par-
ticular political philosophy. The flag
is not simply another ‘idea’ or ‘point
of view’ competing for recognition in
the marketplace of ideas. Millions
and millions of Americans regard it
with an almost mystical reverence
regardless of what sort of social, po-
litical, or philosophical ideas they
may have.”

Time to over-turn Texas v. Johnson
either by Court decision or by consti-
tutional amendment. And the 6-3
Court decision in West Virginia State
Board of Education v. Barnette, 319
U.S. 624 (1943) in which the Court
decided that students have a First
Amendment right not to salute the
American flag or recite the Pledge of
Allegiance.

We cannot be a nation indivisible
when its very symbols are not hon-
ored by all of us.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Meg Kolaya Created Space For
All at Scotch Plains Library

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood community, along with
library enthusiasts throughout the area, lost a friend
and champion last Thursday with the passing of Mar-
garet “Meg” Kolaya at the age of 69.

Mrs. Kolaya had served as director of the Scotch
Plains Public Library prior to her retirement in April of
2015 after more than a dozen years at the helm.
Appointed as director of the library in October of 2002,
she previously had been director of the Clark Public
Library for five years. Earlier, she headed the library at
The Wardlaw-Hartridge School and was assistant di-
rector at the Rockwood Library in Livingston.

An avid reader, Mrs. Kolaya channeled her enthusi-
asm for books and other avenues of learning into
expanding the scope of what a library could be, and in
the process helped library patrons of all ages, interests
and abilities to broaden their individual horizons, be it
academic, professional or social.

During her tenure as Scotch Plains Library director,
Mrs. Kolaya was responsible for acquiring technology
upgrades and increasing library materials, programs
and services. On her watch library program participa-
tion, circulation and the number of library cardholders
multiplied. Yet her most distinguished achievement, in
our opinion, were those programs that promoted inclu-
siveness within the library for all members of the
community, including those with special needs. In

raising awareness of the potential of such individuals
to participate in traditional library activities, she helped
to strengthen their overall presence in the community
as well.

In partnership with Fanwood Memorial Library Di-
rector Dan Weiss, Mrs. Kolaya established the award-
winning “Libraries and Autism: We’re Connected”
initiative, designed to help library staff best serve those
with Autism Spectrum Disorder and their families, and
implemented the “Next Chapter Book Club.” The
latter program provides educational and social oppor-
tunities for adolescents and adults with intellectual and
developmental disabilities through regular book club
meetings. Full information about these programs can
be found at librariesandautism.org and
nextchapterbookclub.org.

At the time of Mrs. Kolaya’s retirement, her succes-
sor, current Scotch Plains Public Library Director
Michelle Willis, credited Mrs. Kolaya for having made
the library “a welcoming space for everyone in the
community.”

We join Meg’s family, friends and former colleagues
in bidding her farewell, and we share their sorrow at
her loss. We also laud the myriad ways she advanced
the role of the library as a community resource, a
legacy that will surely continue and grow through the
efforts she brought to fruition.

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Bruce Bergen, chair
bbergen@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Magazine Questions
Fake News Problem,

Proliferation
Editor & Publisher Magazine

raises Social Media Fake News prob-
lem. “Facebook is apparently asking
users to rate the quality of news sto-
ries on its service, after facing criti-
cism for allowing fake or misleading
news. At least three people on Twitter
have posted surveys that ask whether
a headline “uses misleading lan-
guage” or “withholds key details of
the story.”

“The earliest one we’ve seen was
posted on December 2nd, and asked
about a story from UK comedy site
Chortle. Two others reference stories
by Rolling Stone and The Philadel-
phia Inquirer.”

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Senescent – Growing old
2. Sepicolous – Growing in hedges
3. Amygdaline – Resembling almonds
4. Sitology – The study of foods, nutri-

tion, etc.

GUTTATE
1. Spotted, as with drops
2. Rotund, obese
3. Capable of being torn apart or dis-

united
4. To puncture; pierce

SEPELITION
1. A formation of new flesh in a wound;

a cicatrix
2. Separation; division
3. Burial; interment
4. A heated debate or dispute

THILL
1. To saturate; soak
2. A shaft to which a horse is hitched to

a wagon
3. To mix; mingle
4. Untidy or dirty

DIRDUM
1. A wartlike lump or node
2. A fight or contest for mastery
3. A song of lamentation; a dirge
4. A loud outcry of blame or rebuke

See more letters on page 5.

No Sense of American
History in College

Recently, I read an article by George
Will; “College kids are proving Trump’s
point.” The articles discuses how the
alleged modernization of today’s edu-
cation affects our youth and in my
humble opinion how many institutions
are harming our future.

In a portion of the article Mr. Will
states: “An American Council of Trust-
ees and Alumni study — “No U.S. His-
tory? How College History Departments
Leave the United States out of the Ma-
jor,” based on requirements and course
offerings at 75 leading colleges and
universities — found that “the over-
whelming majority of America’s most
prestigious institutions do not require
even the students who major in history
to take a single course on United States
history or government.”

At some schools that require history
majors to take at least one U.S. history
course, the requirement can be fulfilled
with courses like “Mad Men and Mad
Women”(Middlebury College), “Hip-
Hop, Politics and Youth Culture in
America”(University of Connecticut)
and “Jews in American Entertainment”
(University of Texas). Constitutional
history is an afterthought.

Small wonder, then, that a recent
ACTA-commissioned survey found that
less than half of college graduates knew
that George Washington was the com-
manding general at Yorktown; that
nearly half didn’t know that Theodore
Roosevelt was important to the con-
struction of the Panama Canal; that
more than one-third couldn’t place the
Civil War in a correct 20-year span or
identify Franklin Roosevelt as the ar-
chitect of the New Deal; that 58 percent
didn’t know that the Battle of the Bulge
occurred in World War II; and that nearly
half didn’t know the lengths of the
terms of U.S. senators and representa-
tives.”

When you take away American His-
tory in schools, you take away what it
means to be an American. This could be
one reason today’s kids are so easily
swayed; they have no core, no sense of
how America came to be. To them,
America is just a place to live, it is
where there their bed is, their favorite
deli, etc. Not teaching American His-
tory is like not cultivating in your child
a sense of right and wrong. Teaching
your children this sense of morality is
like planting a seed and watching the
plant grow. By teaching morality we all
hope our children grow up and become
better persons. Imagine if that never
happened; how would they grow up?
Would they be like a feral animal, react-
ing to impulses, to instincts? So too is
growing up without a sense of Ameri-
can History. Rather than some of these
“basket weaving,” type courses we go
back to some basics; in addition to
American History, how about English,
geography, ethics, civics, etc. I also
believe this is why the education system
must remain local. It will reflect the
values of the parents and the commu-
nity. They serve as a “check” on the
system. They should decide when sex
education begins and what the curricu-
lum looks like, as only one example.

Robert Cozzolina
Westfield
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The Ironical Trump on Carrier Jobs,
Corporate Consequences and Taxes

Trump, during his visit to India-
napolis, celebrated Carrier’s decision
to stay in the USA instead of moving
to Mexico with their heating and air
conditioning company. Although the
agreement with the company has not
yet been finalized, Trump has it in the
works. At this “celebration” our Presi-
dent-Elect made a point of telling
companies who may be thinking about
setting up shop in other countries that
they will have a price to pay. Trump
threatened that the government will
punish companies planning to move
overseas and that there will be conse-
quences. If they stay they will be
bribed with incentives worth millions
of dollars, a promise to reduce corpo-
rate taxes and governmental regula-

tions. That’s just what ordinary Ameri-
cans need: to subsidize corporations
getting tax breaks, accept products
that have “reduced regulations” and
to find out how a Democracy be-
comes a Totalitarian State (like
Trump’s good friend Putin’s Russia)!

The irony of this whole situation is
what Trump, himself did. His interna-
tional businesses can be found in
Canada, Ireland, Scotland, Turkey,
Panama, South Korea, the Philippines,
India, Uruguay, Panama, Brazil, Baku,
Azerbaijan, and Dubai, to name a few
of his 150 companies in 25 countries.
What are Trump’s plans for his busi-
nesses outside the U.S.?

Richard Lenihan
Roselle

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

Jewelers&N C
Nabig Sakr Carmen Cascao908-233-3380

102 Quimby Street Westfield, NJ

Dazzling Cuff Bracelet In Sterling Silver

M T W Thurs & F: 10am to 7:30pm

Saturday: 10am to 5:30pm • Sunday: 11am to 4pm

Holiday Hours Starting December 11th.

HOLIDAY SALE 25% Off
All In-Stock Merchandise • December 1st thru 24th

Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

908-233-5800 • www.FrankSmithLaw.com

The Law Office of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ 07092

Over 30 Years of
Personal Injury Experience

In New Jersey

Motor Vehicle Accidents

Slips & Falls

Dog Bite Injuries

Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death

INJURED?
LEARN YOUR RIGHTS IN PLAIN ENGLISH

No Fee If No Recovery

Call Me For A Free Consultation

Do you really want to deal with

the insurance companies yourself?

I can help.

Can Christie Spend $300Mil.
Without Voters Approval?

BIG BUCKS...The New Jersey State House in Trenton.

Governor Chris Christie’s plan to
spend $300 million to renovate the
executive wing of the New Jersey
Statehouse raises some serious ques-
tions. The biggest being, “where is
this money going to come from?”
After all, New Jersey had to raise the
gas tax supposedly because there was
no money left for road improvements
in the state. Yet, we are going to spend
hundreds of millions to renovate just
a portion of the Statehouse? Is the
$12 billion voters authorized the state
to borrow over the next eight years as
part of the gas tax question on last
month’s election ballot going to be
used to pay for this project?

According to published reports, the
Legislative chambers for the Senate
and General Assembly were reno-
vated in 1992 at a cost of $65 million.
The capital’s golden dome was refur-
bished for $12 million in 1997, with
then Governor Christine Todd
Whitman’s husband, John, serving as
chief fundraiser to restore the dome.

Under Governor Christie’s pro-
posal, executive branch employees
would move out by July 2017 and be
housed elsewhere in Trenton for the
four years it would take to complete
the renovation. The Governor’s Of-
fice said the project is being funded
by the New Jersey Economic Devel-
opment Authority. But the state can-
not borrow money without going to
voters per a 2008 referendum known
as “the Lance Amendment,” named
after Rep. Leonard Lance, a Republi-
can who previously was in the Legis-
lature and was just elected to a fifth
term in Congress representing the
Seventh District that serves the local
area.

In his column, Paul Mulshine of
The Star-Ledger said Steve Lonegan,
a conservative who ran against Gov.
Christie in the 2009 gubernatorial
Primary election, has threatened to
sue if the administration tries to spend
millions of dollars on the Statehouse.
Also, if conditions are so bad for the
265 executive office employees
housed at the Statehouse — as re-
ported in Mr. Mulshine’s column —
why hasn’t the Occupational Safety

And Health Administration (OSHA)
been contacted to see if these condi-
tions violate safe workspace laws?

And if a referendum question is
needed for the November 2017 bal-
lot, lawmakers would have to spon-
sor that bill. Are there any takers for
spending $300 million when both the
governor’s office and all 120 seats in
the Legislature will be on the ballot
next November? And what about
Republicans Lieutenant Governor
Kim Guadagno and Assembly Mi-
nority Leader Jon Bramick, and
Democrats Assemblyman John
Wisniewski and Mark Murphy? Will
they support the proposal if all opt to
run for governor? (only Mr. Murphy
and Mr. Wisniewski have announced
their candidacies thus far.)

In our opinion, this proposal needs
to go for a major review before the
Legislature with input from both sides
of the aisle. This could be an interest-
ing topic in the 2017 governor’s race.

The Editor

Mayor Addresses Question on
Central/Lenox Crosswalk Sign

(May 4, 2015)
Dear Mayor Sibitsky and Town

Administrator Gildea, I’m sending a
quick note to suggest that a pedes-
trian cross walk sign in the middle of
the intersection at Central and Lenox
Avenues is needed and would pro-
mote pedestrian safety in downtown
Westfield. This is the first cross walk
that drivers come to when entering
the town from the east, therefore,
traffic from the Garden State Park-
way, Central Avenue, South and North
Avenues entering town form that end
pass through this intersection. The
problem is that many drivers appar-
ently are not as aware that this is a
pedestrian right-of-way and there have
been many close call between cars,
trucks and pedestrians.

A sign much like the one at the
Central and Quimby intersection
might slow down traffic entering the
downtown central business district
and would certainly help to make the
crossing safer.

There are a bunch of folks, like
myself who work in town and walk
downtown for lunch most weekdays.
Unfortunately, some of us have to
cross Central Avenue at this intersec-
tion and it’s becoming awfully dan-
gerous to do so. Please let me know if
we can get a sign at minimum and
maybe some occasional patrol would
be great too. I see folks “driving” into
town through this intersection on
phones and texting every week and
they do not yield to pedestrians.

Downtown Westfield is a great pe-
destrian town. Let’s keep it as safe as
possible.

Jon Younghans
Westfield

* * * * *

(May 12, 2015)
Mr. Younghans, Thank you for your

e-mail. I share your concern about
pedestrian safety. If you have not
already done so, I do hope you have
the opportunity to read my column in
the This is Westfield special section of
The Westfield Leader that just last
week was mailed to every household
in town by the newspaper. I dedicate
the entire column to pedestrian safety.

Please be assured that this has been
looked at in the past and again after
your e-mail was received. The di-
mensions and configuration of the
intersection of Central Avenue at
Lenox Ave. cannot, unfortunately,
support an in-roadway sign. There is
not enough room (shoulder and al-
lowance for turning ratio) for the ve-
hicles, including mail trucks and de-
livery trucks, traveling through the
commercial zone on a county arterial
to navigate around a stationary object
in the roadway at that specific loca-
tion. That said, I am happy to report
that when the county was upgrading
the Central Ave. corridor, they did
work with the town and installed the
more appropriate MUTCD compli-
ant (mandatory federal and state stan-
dard), reflective pedestrian crossing
signs curbside at the crosswalk in
both directions on Central Ave. Staff
did check again today to make sure
the signage was located properly and
in good condition.

I am personally very familiar with
the intersection in question and have
experienced, and the police depart-
ment has confirmed, that the issue at
that location is the steady stream and
volume of traffic which necessitates
that the pedestrian wait longer than
usual for a gap in traffic before enter-
ing the crosswalk. With respect to
your reference to “pedestrian right-
of-way,” I do take every opportunity
to educate the public as to “right-of-
way.” It has been my experience that
many pedestrians are only familiar
with the part of New Jersey’s law that
requires “drivers to stop and remain
stopped while a pedestrian is in a
marked crosswalk.” It is very impor-
tant to clarify that the law does not
apply to the “intent” to cross. That is,
unless the pedestrian has determined
that a safe gap in traffic exists and has
physically entered the crosswalk, the
vehicle does have the right-of-way.
Put another way, vehicles are not re-
quired to stop when a pedestrian is
standing at the curb “intending” (wait-
ing for a gap) to cross. (I mention this
as general information because our
past enforcement efforts have re-
vealed that some pedestrians mistak-
enly believe that vehicles are required
to stop when they, the pedestrians, are
“intending” or waiting to cross.) Pe-
destrians need also be aware of their
responsibilities in accordance with
the law: “No pedestrian shall leave a
curb or other place of safety and walk
or run into the path of a vehicle which

is so close that it is impossible for the
driver to yield or stop;” “Every pe-
destrian upon a roadway at any point
other than within a marked crosswalk
or within an unmarked crosswalk at
an intersection shall yield the right-
of-way to all vehicles upon the road-
way;” and, “Nothing contained herein
[the state law] shall relieve a pedes-
trian from using due care for his
safety.”

Thank you again for writing and
for your interest in pedestrian safety.
I am copying the police chief so he is
apprised of our e-mail exchange.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky
Westfield

* * * * *
(November 29)
Mr. Younghans,
Thank you for the picture and your

suggestion. As I explained in my pre-
vious e-mail, the dimensions and con-
figuration of the intersection of Cen-
tral Avenue at Lenox Ave. cannot
support an in-roadway sign as there is
not enough room (shoulder and al-
lowance for turning ratio) for the ve-
hicles, including mail trucks and de-
livery trucks, traveling through the
commercial zone on a county arterial
to navigate around a stationary object
in the roadway at that specific loca-
tion. I do have an update to offer. In
addition to our in-house experts, the
town is currently utilizing the ser-
vices of an outside traffic engineering
consulting firm to evaluate the area
traffic grid that includes the intersec-
tion in question. In anticipation of
traffic and parking improvements the
town has been assessing, the traffic
engineer will report his recommen-
dations to the Public Safety Commit-
tee for consideration in the near fu-
ture.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky

* * * * *
(November 29)
Thanks Mayor!
The sign I sent also is not in the

road rather on the sidewalk. The pic-
ture is from Bozeman, Mont. We an-
ticipate using more of them on a
project I am working on out there
where the roads are much less busy
than Central Ave.

Appreciate and an all ideas.

* * * * *
(November 29)

Jon Younghans

Yes, I understood that the sign you
suggested would replace the signs
that are there presently. Thanks again.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky

Hopefully Someone Around Trump
With Some Sense Will Reign Him In

Donald Trump’s “thank you tour,”
which was really another rally in Ohio,
quickly turned into the same name call-
ing and put downs followed by the
crowd’s familiar nauseating chant of
“lock her up, lock her up.” As Presi-
dent-elect of the United States he felt
no compunction whatsoever to inter-
rupt the crowd’s brow beating of a
respected former Secretary of State,
whom Donald Trump expressed grati-
tude to for her service to this country on
election night.

I wish the press would stop giving
Trump a pass by calling all of this an
unusual presidency. It’s not unusual,
it’s wrong. This type of behavior in a
President can have far reaching conse-
quences not the least of which is the
negative and destructive role model it
sets for our nation’s children. I applaud
Melania Trump for planning on mak-
ing her contribution as First Lady work-
ing on reducing cyber bullying for
young people, but how can we attempt
to teach our children to do the right
thing when our Commander in Chief is
the biggest culprit? He’s a 10-year-old-
bully in the body of a 70-year-old. This
was bad enough on the campaign trail
but as President its national and global
ramifications are chilling and could
become catastrophic.

If Donald Trump’s only form of com-

munication with the American people
are his tweets and he refuses to do any
press conferences (with the lying press),
where does that leave us? How will
Americans be able to confront him on
issues if he never has to answer one
question? This sounds to me more like
an autocrat rather than a democratic
President of the United States. No won-
der he loves Putin, who committed
illegal hacking in an attempt to get him
elected.

I pray that someone around Trump
with some sense can reign him in but,
unfortunately, I truly believe he is men-
tally unstable, which will make it very
difficult for anyone to be able control
him. Not to mention what this means
for making sensible and rational deci-
sions in the global arena. Yet this was
all in full view during his campaign.
It’s just unfortunate that those who
voted for him all saw it, gave him a
pass, looked past it and now the Ameri-
can people are left with this Franken-
stein.

With every passing day I am left
feeling less and less comforted by this
narcissistic, unhinged President-elect
and the consequences it can have on
our country.

Karen Egert
Springfield

Why Do Men Believe They Have
Right to Legislate Women’s Bodies?

I am an old white woman, dumb-
founded watching old white men with
white hair rage against a woman’s right
to choose. Morbidly fascinated by their
crusade, I am deeply saddened that many
men still appear to believe that women
need to be controlled, and are incapable
of making the most basic, intimate de-
cisions concerning their own bodies.
Actually, Tim Kaine raised the question
during the Vice-Presidential debate
when he asked Mike Pence why he
couldn’t trust American women to make
their own decisions.

No man has ever experienced the joy
of pregnancy, the profound elation of
giving birth, the traumatic loss from
miscarriage or the heart-rending deci-
sion to end a pregnancy. All of these are
life-altering events that continue to im-
pact a woman throughout her lifetime.
Certainly, I acknowledge that a father
feels these deeply; however, I maintain
that the personal, visceral experience is
qualitatively different.

When I listen to men like Rep. Trent
Franks rail about Roe vs. Wade, and
even compare it to slavery, I am chilled.
Ironically, this odd comparison has some
merit, not in the way Franks intended,

but in a more insidious frightening way,
which suggests that women are still
property, entitling, even requiring men
to make their most profound decisions
for them.

By eliminating Planned Parenthood,
a critical resource for many young, poor,
and particularly, urban women, Franks
further seeks to isolate them and force
them into desperate situations in which
they have no access to basic health care,
Pap smears and breast exams. Simi-
larly, those advocating “religious free-
dom” prohibit medical insurance from
reimbursing birth control, yet have no
difficulty paying for Viagra. While real-
izing that there are women who support
these positions, and I respect their rights,
I still resist the concept that men believe
they have the right or mandate to legis-
late this egregious control. Are we still
second class citizens? I warn these mi-
sogynists that we are over 50 percent of
the population. Be careful. You have
already galvanized me and my friends
to send donations to Planned Parent-
hood.

Linda Van Fossen
Fanwood

Letters to the Editor

goleader.com

Support Sought for
Property Tax Reform
Tuesday December 6,  there is a Town-

ship Committee meeting in Barnegat. Ap-
parently, The Police Benevolent Asso-
ciation is staging a protest because they
are not getting the raise they want and
they want to limit how much they contrib-
ute towards their medical care, even
though their salaries, their healthcare and
pension benefits are already generous,
compared to all of us in the private sector.
They are asking the public to support
their demands and they intend to bring
lots of out of town people to support their
protest, most likely other cops and their
friends and family. Their unreasonable
demands will inevitably increase prop-
erty taxes in Barnegat and will encourage
other unions to demands the same in
other towns including your own.

We need to show support for the gov-
erning body of Barnegat. Homeowners in
New Jersey are already overtaxed. But we
will also need people to show up to coun-
teract their presence. Please show that the
public at-large is against their unreason-
able demands.

George Kneisser Sr,
NJ Citizens for Property Tax Reform
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Help Spread the Holiday Spirit!
WESTFIELD — Weichert, Realtors of Westfield will be conducting its 38th

Annual Toy Drive. In working with local charities, it became apparent there
was a need for the warmth of a new coat as well as the cheer of a new toy.
Throughout the year Weichert holds fund-raising luncheons for its office of 97
agents, culminating with its very special Thanksgiving luncheon, hosted by
Weichert’s male associates, who don their aprons, cook and serve a full
Thanksgiving menu to the delight of all! Through the generosity of its agents
with both their time and money, again this year Weichert will purchase new
coats and new toys to help brighten the holidays for children in need in Union
County. Weichert invites you to join its members in this worthwhile cause with
a donation of a new, unwrapped toy which can be dropped off at its office at
185 Elm Street, Westfield, by December 12. For more information, please
contact Co-chairs Phyllis Stern or Nadine Allen at (908) 654-7777.

Registration Available For
Winter-Spring Recreation

WESTFIELD — Registration is
open for Winter and Spring pro-
grams for youth and adults at the
Westfield Recreation Department.

Parents can sign their children
up for Manners Workshops just in
time for holiday gatherings with
friends and families this season.
Adults are invited to participate in
a Tai Chi program on Tuesdays at
10 a.m. and a Zumba Fitness Class
on Mondays at 7:30 p.m.

The department also will offer
Adult Tennis for beginners and in-
termediate levels on Sundays start-
ing in May. Adult enrichment courses
include Adult Fashion and Guitar for
beginners or those just needing a
“refresher” lesson.

After-school Enrichment programs
for youth include Fashion Design,
Junior Science Lab, Creative Art Lab,
Lego Tech Plus, Comic Book Cre-
ation, Dining Etiquette, Social Eti-
quette, Voice Lessons, Intro to Rock,
and Lego-Engineering. Spots are still
open for 2016, and registration has
begun for January 2017. Preschool
Enrichment programs include
PreSchool of Rock, Lego, Science,

KinderGym and Kids Yoga. Families
also are invited to check out new
indoor sport programs for ages 2 to 7
offered with US Sports Institute lo-
cated at East Coast Conditioning for
Winter 2017.

Youth also can take part this
Spring in tennis, volleyball, field
hockey and golf clinics, Spring
camps and weekly soccer classes
plus weekly Multi-Sports classes.
Sport classes are offered for ages 2
to 14. Details on all programs are
available in the department’s “Rec
Room” brochure.

Transportation is available for
Westfield senior citizens for medi-
cal and shopping rides. For details,
call the recreation department at
(908) 789-4080.

For additional information, visit
westfieldnj.gov/recreation for a copy
of “The Rec Room” brochure. Inter-
ested persons also may visit the recre-
ation department’s FaceBook page,
FaceBook.com/WestfieldRecreation,
or contact the Westfield Recreation
Department at 425 East Broad Street,
(908) 789-4080, or by e-mail at
recreation@westfieldnj.gov.

Westfield Rec. Offers
Holiday Concert

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Recreation Department’s 26th An-
nual Holiday Concert with the
Westfield Community Concert Band
and the Edison Intermediate Broad-
way Singers will be held on Thurs-
day, December 15, at 7:30 p.m. It will
take place at Edison Intermediate
School, located at 800 Rahway Av-
enue, Westfield. Admission is free.

Cranford Announces
Decorating Contest

CRANFORD — Cranford’s Sec-
ond Annual Holiday Decorating Con-
test is underway, sponsored by
Cranford Community Connection and
the Cranford Recreation and Parks
Department. Participants are asked to
fill out the registration form, which is
available online at cranford.com/rec
or at the Cranford Community Center,
located at 220 Walnut Avenue.

Prizes will be awarded in the fol-
lowing categories: Most Outrageous,
Most Traditional, and All-Around
Favorite. Honorees will receive a
gift certificate to a local establish-
ment, as well as a lawn sign desig-
nating their home as a contest win-
ner. A committee will be put together
to vote. Winners will be announced
on Thursday evening, December 22.

Registration must be entered by Fri-
day, December 16. Participants may e-
mail their registration form to
recreation@cranfordnj.org or drop it
off at the Community Center. For more
information, call (908) 709-7283.

Santa History to Be
Seen Through Art

CRANFORD — The Friends of
the Cranford Public Library invite
the community to join Michael Norris,
Ph.D., as he traces the history of
Santa Claus on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 14, at 7:30 p.m., at the Cranford
Community Center.

Through centuries of art, much of it
now in East Coast museums, Mr.
Norris will explore how a Turkish
bishop evolved into one of
Christianity’s most beloved saints.
Then, in American artwork, he will
show how Nicholas changes
again...into Santa Claus.

Mr. Norris received his Bachelor
of Arts degree in Classics from the
University of California at San Diego
and his Master of Arts degree in Clas-
sics and Ph.D. in Art History from the
University of California at Santa Bar-
bara. He spent 20 years at the Clois-
ters Museum and the Metropolitan
Museum of Art in New York.

The Cranford Community Center
is located at 220 Walnut Avenue.
Admission to the program is free and
all are welcome. To see other upcom-
ing programs sponsored by the
Friends of the Cranford Public Li-
brary, visit the Cranford Public Li-
brary Web page at cranfordlibrary.org.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS...Members of the Garden Club of Westfield create holiday
decorations for municipal buildings in Westfield during their recent annual
workshop. Pictured, from left to right, are: Jane Manniello, Jill Crouch, Elaine
Puma, Debbie Burslem, Merrilyn Crane, president; Irene Ilaria, Cathy Lamond
and Marilyn Bunting.

Garden Club of Westfield
Decorates Town Buildings

WESTFIELD — Members of the
Garden Club of Westfield com-
bined two of their favorite projects
November 28 — creating an origi-
nal kissing ball decoration and
decorating and placing 20 Christ-
mas wreaths for the Town of
Westfield municipal buildings.
They utilized the Westfield Mu-
nicipal Building Community Room
to spread out and create.

Club members also support the
Blue Star Gardens that honor
United States service men and
women and their families; one of
which is located in Tamaques Park.

Additionally, the club supports

veterans by arranging flowers at
the Veterans Administration Hos-
pital in Lyons, N.J. and placing a
monthly flower arrangement in the
Westfield Memorial Library. Mem-
bers also plant and maintain the
seven planters at the intersection
of East Broad and Elm Streets in
downtown Westfield and change
the plantings to provide seasonal
displays.

The club supports the Reeve
House Garden as well and pro-
vides several hands-on workshops
during the year. Members and
friends travel to various gardens of
interest during the year.

This year, participants walked
the High Line Garden in New York
and will visit the New Jersey
Governor ’s Mansion in
Drumthwacket. In June members
will visit Sagamore Hill, home of
President Theodore Roosevelt, and
Old Westbury Gardens.

Anyone interested in maintaining
a scenic and healthy environment is
invited to join the club during its
meetings on the second Tuesday of
every month at the Scotch Hills
Country Club, located at 820 Jerusa-
lem Road, Scotch Plains.

Interested persons also are invited
to like the Garden Club of Westfield
on Facebook or to visit its website,
gardenclubofwestfield.org. For more
information, call Merrilyn Crane at
(908) 232-3223.

– Obituaries –Kathryn ‘Kae’ Crane, 97, Had Been
Longtime Resident of Fanwood

Kathryn “Kae” Elizabeth (Keenan)
Crane died early Monday, November
28, at Brighton Gardens in Charlotte,
N.C. She turned 97 the previous day.
She was visited by many of her family
over the Thanksgiving holiday.

Kae was born in Hull, Mass. in
1919, the only daughter of Frank and
Elizabeth (Masterson) Keenan. She
was raised in the Boston area, and
completed her education at the
Katharine Gibbs School. She used
her training as an executive secretary
throughout her life, in both the public
and private sectors.

Kae married H. Lewis (Lew) Crane
on April 6, 1946 in Hull, Mass. The
couple settled in Fanwood, N.J. for
more than 30 years, and raised three
children. Kae worked for the Fanwood
Memorial Library and the Union

County Educational Services Com-
mission in Westfield.

Throughout her life, Kae was very
fond of music, possessed a lovely sing-
ing voice and was part of several choirs
and choral groups. She also enjoyed
painting and sculpture, was an avid
reader and an accomplished needle
woman. In her early 90s she was still
crocheting lap rugs for charity.

Her husband, H. Lewis Crane, pre-
deceased her in 1986.

Kae is survived by her son Dennis
and his wife, Donna, in Baltimore,
son Terry in California, daughter Ceil
French and her husband, Gary, in
Tega Cay, S.C., along with six grand-
children and five great-grandchildren.

Arrangements are by McEwen Fu-
neral Service, Inc. of Charlotte, N.C.
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Westfield Y to Commence
Winter Registration Today

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area YMCA’s Winter program regis-
tration will begin at 6 p.m. today, Thurs-
day, December 8, for Gold and Silver
members and at 7:30 a.m. on Monday,
December 12, for Program and non-
members. The Winter Session runs
from January 2 to February 25.

New classes for adults this winter
include Cardio Strength Blast, Cardio
Strength High Intensity Interval
Training (H.I.I.T.), Express Spin,
Express Strength and Core, Kick Butt
Interval, Open Cycle, Adult Jazz/
Hip Hop, Ballet and Tap classes.

Youth and teens can enjoy new
classes this winter such as Musical
Theatre, Intro 2 Dance, Youth Yoga
and Jr. Youth and Government.

Special Health Group programs
this session include Delay the Dis-
ease: Exercise to Fight Parkinson’s
Symptoms; land- and water-based
Arthrit is  Exercise Programs;
Project Healthy Bones, for those
who have or are at risk of develop-
ing osteoporosis; and Special Popu-
lation Personal Training.

Mindfulness to Be Topic For
Career Networking Group

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library will welcome
career coach Donna Gerhauser on
Monday, December 12, at 6:30 p.m.,
for a Career Networking Group pro-
gram on “Your Mindful Career.”

This program will help partici-
pants to develop mindfulness, a prac-
tice that cultivates and trains the
mind so that individuals can be more
energetic, creative and productive.
Attendees will learn how to slow
down and improve the clarity of their
thoughts, focus on their strengths
and use their emotional intelligence
for career well-being.

Ms. Gerhauser coaches young
adults through career discovery and
job search using practical tools and
professional guidance. She also is a
partner at discovermycareer.com, a
program for teens and their parents.
Ms. Gerhauser provides life coach-
ing to Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA
members and programs there that are
open to the public.

This event is free and open to all. For
more information, go to scotlib.org, e-
mail library@scotlib.org, call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, or stop
by the Reference Desk. The Scotch

Plains Public Library is located at 1927
Bartle Avenue, one block from Park
Avenue, in the center of the township.

Beading Workshop
On Tap For Teens

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library will hold a
beading workshop for those in grades
6 to 12 on Wednesday, December 14,
from 3:30 to 5 p.m. There is no
charge to participate.

Attendees will learn how to use
the library’s new Beading Art Kit to
make jewelry with Eva Sienkiewicz.
Registration is required.

The Scotch Plains Public Library is
located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the center
of the township. To register, e-mail the
library at library@scotlib.org, call
(908) 322-5007, extension no. 204, or
stop by the Reference Desk.

Westfield Library to Present
Marlene VerPlanck Dec. 13

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will present
Marlene VerPlanck on Tuesday, De-
cember 13, at 7 p.m., as the final
performer in the 2016 Weiss Family
Jazz Series. The library is located at
550 East Broad Street.

Ms. VerPlanck got her start in the
big band business as a very young
vocalist with Charlie Spivak and Tex
Beneke. She eventually became one
of the nation’s busiest studio singers,
backing up vocalists ranging from
Frank Sinatra and Mel Torme to Kiss.

Following appearances on Alec
Wilder’s historic National Public
Radio series, “American Popular
Songs,” in the 1970s, Ms. VerPlanck
emerged as a leading solo performer.
Appearances at Carnegie Hall,
Michael’s Pub and the Rainbow
Room brought rave notices, and na-
tional television shows featured pro-
files of the increasingly popular

singer. Today, Ms. VerPlanck per-
forms across North America and
much of Western Europe, while a
growing roster of her solo CDs con-
tinues to win critical acclaim.

Established with a bequest to the
Westfield Memorial Library Foun-
dation, the Weiss Family Jazz Se-
ries commemorates longtime library
patrons Joseph and Dorothy Weiss.

Additionally on December 13, at
10 a.m., the library will present an-
other popular program, the two-hour
“Coloring for Adults.” The coloring
patterns the library provides are geo-
metric, intricate, abstract and designed
to appeal to adults. Coffee and tea are
provided as well. Registration is not
required; participants can just stop in.

These programs are free and open to
Westfield Memorial Library and MU-
RAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to libraries that are
part of the Middlesex Union Recipro-
cal Agreement Libraries. Interested
persons are advised to check the
Westfield Memorial Library’s website,
wmlnj.org, to see if their library par-
ticipates. To register for the December
13 events, visit wmlnj.org and click on
the Online Calendar, or call (908) 789-
4090, option 0.

Alzheimer’s Caregivers
To Meet Next Week

WESTFIELD — Jewish Family
Service (JFS) of Central New Jer-
sey, a non-sectarian health and so-
cial service agency, will host an
Alzheimer’s/Dementia Caregiver
Support Group on Friday, Decem-
ber 16. It will take place from 10
a.m. to noon at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, located at 140
Mountain Avenue, Westfield.

Free and open to Alzheimer’s/De-
mentia caregivers in the community,
this group is run in accordance with
Alzheimer’s Association of New Jer-
sey guidelines. Participants are wel-
come to join the group at any time.

Registration is recommended. If
planning to attend, or seeking more
information about JFS’ new pro-
gram for Alzheimer’s and Demen-
tia Disorders, contact Alice
Greenberg-Sheedy at agreenberg-
sheedy@jfscentralnj.org or (908)
352-8375. Professor to Tell Old Guard

About Forensic Economics
SUMMIT AREA — Professor

Emeritus Frank Tinari from Seton
Hall University will speak to the
Summit Old Guard at
its Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13 meeting. He
will talk about “Is-
sues in Forensic Eco-
nomics.”

In U.S. courts, when
one party sues another,
the suing party must
prove that the harm
was caused by the other
party, but also demon-
strate that a specific
dollar value represents
just compensation for
the harm. Forensic
economists are called
upon to evaluate and opine on how
much economic loss the suing party
suffered. Forensic economics was in-
strumental in the lawsuit filed by Hulk
Hogan against the Gawker blog. In
2016, Hogan was awarded $140 mil-
lion over publication of a sex tape in
an invasion of privacy case.

Other examples where forensic
economics might be applied are the
evaluation of the lifetime earning
capacity of a deceased husband, work
life probability, the consequences of

teachers cheating on exams, road
builders skimping on materials, vio-
lations of United Nations sanctions,

unnecessary heart surger-
ies, and racial biases in
employment decisions.

Professor Tinari will
describe the situations in
which forensic econom-
ics may be applied, the
consequences of doing
so and the dangers in-
herent in the process.

All active men age 50-
plus are invited to at-
tend the Tuesday morn-
ing meetings of the Sum-
mit Area Old Guard.
Meetings are held at the
New Providence Mu-

nicipal Center, located at 360
Elkwood Avenue, New Providence.
A coffee hour starts at 9:15 a.m.,
followed by a 10 a.m. business meet-
ing brightened by singing and hu-
mor. Guest speakers begin their talk
at 10:30 a.m.

Old Guard members participate in
sports, bridge, hikes, trips, plays,
concerts and other cultural events.
For more information, call Jim
Hewitt at (908) 233-5507 or log onto
the website summitoldguard.org.

Frank Tinari

The Westfield Leader
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Marianne P. Sawicki, 93, Was Teacher;
Loving Wife, Mother and Grandmother
Marianne P. (Pietrowski) Sawicki,

93, of Westfield passed away on
Tuesday, December 6, 2016, at
Morristown Memorial Hospital, af-
ter a brief illness. Born in
Elizabeth, she resided in
Westfield for most of her
life.

Marianne graduated
from New Jersey State
Teachers College with a
degree in education. She
continued on to earn a
Master’s Plus 30 degree
from Kean College. She
taught first grade for 45
years in Elizabeth,
Winfield Elementary and
Jefferson Elementary in
Westfield, shaping the
minds and characters of more than a
thousand students.

Marianne was boundlessly proud
of her children and grandchildren,
and took great joy in each and ev-
ery visit and call. She was the be-
loved wife of the late Theodore
Adam for 56 years, until his pass-
ing in 2005; the devoted mother of
Theodore J. Sawicki and his wife,
Sherry G., of Atlanta, Ga. and An-
drea H. Spatola and her husband,

Kenneth M., of Chatham. She also
was the loving sister of Dorothy
Pietrowski of Madison and cher-
ished grandmother of Mackenzie,

Morgan,  Macnair,
Avery and Chase.

Visitation will be
Thursday, December 8,
from 5 to 9 p.m., at the
Krowicki McCracken
Funeral Home, 2124
East St. Georges Av-
enue, Linden, N.J.
07036, (908) 352-
9190.

Relatives and friends
are invited to attend the
funeral on Friday, De-
cember 9, at 9 a.m.,

from the funeral home. A Funeral
Mass will follow at 10 a.m. at St.
Hedwig’s Roman Catholic Church
in Elizabeth. Entombment will be at
St. Gertrude Cemetery in Colonia.

In lieu of flowers, donations in
her memory to the American Heart
Association, 7272 Greenville Av-
enue, Dallas, TX 75231 would be
appreciated.

Please send online condolences
to www.krowickifuneralhome.com.

December 8, 2016

Marianne Sawicki

Active adults can attend Lunchtime
Lectures, learn how to play bridge or
attend the “Ageless Grace Class Sam-
pler” or the Annual Active Adult Appy
Hour. Families can celebrate the sea-
son with a Swim with Santa Claus.

The Y continues to offer swim les-
sons and sport classes for every age
and skill level. Free swim assess-
ments are available. Free Wellness
Wednesdays are offered every
Wednesday through December 21.

A wide selection of childcare op-
tions is available from ages 6 months
through school age, including full-day
childcare, preschool, full-day Kinder-
garten and before/after-school care.
The Y provides programs in Westfield,
Mountainside and Garwood.

For more information on any of the
Westfield Area YMCA Winter Ses-
sion programs, or to receive a com-
plete Program Guide on all programs,
services and events taking place at the
Westfield Area YMCA, call (908) 233-
2700 or visit the Y online at
westfieldynj.org. Financial assistance
is available for those who qualify.
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St. Michael Church to Offer
Lessons and Carols Sunday
CRANFORD — The public is

invited to join in singing hymns and
carols of the Advent and Christmas
seasons this Sunday, December 11,
at 4 p.m., at St. Michael Church.

The acoustics of the church will
resonate with a program featuring
the Atlas Brass Quintet, which will
join the Parish Adult Choir in cho-
ral works of composers Michael
Praetorius, George Frederick
Handel and Pietro Yon. Favorites
“Carol of the Bells,” “O Holy Night”
and “Gesu Bambino” will be pre-
sented, along with the world pre-
miere of music director David
Bower’s “Christmas Choral Fanfare

and Introit for Brass and Choir.”
The St. Michael’s Children’s and

Handbell Choirs will perform the
traditional Advent and Christmas
works. Those at the service will be
invited to sing with the choir famil-
iar hymns and carols of the Advent
and Christmas seasons including
“O Come, O Come Emmanuel,”
“O Come All Ye Faithful” and
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing.”

“Come join us in this beautiful
sacred space to herald in the joy-
ous season,” said Mr. Bower. St.
Michael Church is located at 40
Alden Street, Cranford, and may
be reached at (908) 276-0360.

Holy Trinity Seniors
Plan Christmas Lunch
WESTFIELD — The Holy Trin-

ity Senior Social Club will meet on
Monday, December 12, at 12:30 p.m.,
in the parish center for its annual
Christmas luncheon.

The parish center is adjacent to
the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church, located at 315 First Street,
Westfield. All are welcome to at-
tend. The cost is $16.

St. Paul’s Church Invites
All to Lessons and Carols

WESTFIELD — In the midst of
sometimes exhausting holiday
preparations, St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church invites members of the com-
munity to take time out and join
others on Sunday, December 18, at
10 a.m., for the Festival of Advent
Lessons and Carols, a service fore-
shadowing the events of Christmas.

Music Director Charles Banks
will lead the choir in music by
Handel, Rutter, Ledger and
Schubert, culminating with Parry’s
“I Was Glad when they said unto
me,” an anthem originally composed
for Great Britain’s King Edward
VII. Many of the beloved hymns of
the season will be sung by the choir
and congregation as well. Mr.
Banks, playing the St. Paul’s organ,
will feature a Christmas prelude and
postlude by Camille Saint-Saëns.

The service of Lessons and Car-
ols, an Anglican liturgy, created in
19th-century England and sung by
men and boys’ choirs, quite often
is celebrated on Christmas Eve.
The most famous version is found
at Kings College, Cambridge,
where it has been sung every year
since 1918 with the exception of
1930. Its popularity has led it to be

televised  and heard on the radio
annually throughout the world.

The liturgy is so popular that
Lutheran, Presbyterian, Roman
Catholic and other churches now
often use it with some variations.

Readings from the Bible, includ-
ing the Nativity narrative, are inter-
spersed with hymns and carols. This
service of Lessons and Carols will
be followed by an Advent Eucharist.

The Reverend Nathan P. Ritter,
Priest-in-Charge, will preside.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is lo-
cated at 414 East Broad Street,
Westfield. For more information, call
(908) 232-8506 or visit
stpaulswestfield.org.

Seniors to Explore
Fitness Resolutions

WESTFIELD — An informa-
tional program on “Turning Fit-
ness Resolutions Into Your Real-
ity,” for senior citizens and their
families, will be offered on Tues-
day, December 13, at 11:30 a.m. It
will take place at The Senior Re-
source Center at The Lavy House,
located at 748 East Broad Street,
Westfield. Jewish Family Service
(JFS) board member Joe Mason, a
certified exercise physiologist, will
present the program. A light lunch
will be served.

The Senior Resource Center at
The Lavy House is a joint venture
between the Westfield United Fund
and Temple Emanu-El of Westfield.
Through a grant from the Jewish
Community Foundation of Greater
MetroWest NJ, Jewish Family Ser-
vice of Central New Jersey pro-
vides programming and the ser-
vices of Naomi Kreutzer, a Li-
censed Clinical Social Worker,
each Tuesday. Programs are free of
charge and open to the entire com-
munity.

Registration is recommended if
planning to attend. Interested per-
sons are asked to call (908) 352-8375
or e-mail info@jfscentralnj.com.

SEASON OF ADVENT...Gale Jacob, Judith Jessup and Elisa Gallagher, pictured
from left to right, prepare the Advent Wreath at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in
Westfield that is associated with Lessons and Carols and the Advent Season which
precedes Christmas. St. Paul’s Church will hold its Festival of Advent Lessons and
Carols on Sunday, December 18, at 10 a.m.

Dr. Stuart L. Mitchell and Dr. Christina N. Cordeiro

Dr. Christina Cordeiro
To Wed Dr. Stuart Mitchell

Dr. and Mrs. Peter G. Cordeiro
of Westfield are delighted to an-
nounce the engagement of their
daughter,  Dr.  Christ ina N.
Cordeiro, to Dr. Stuart L. Mitchell,
son of Dr. and Mrs. Mack C.
Mitchell, Jr. of Dallas, Texas. Dr.
Cordeiro is the granddaughter of
Elaine P. Cummings and the late
Donald E. Cummings of Westfield.
She is a graduate of Westfield High
School, Class of 2005.

The couple met in the Spring of
2015 in Baltimore, Maryland,
where they are currently both in
residency training at The Johns
Hopkins Hospital. The bride-to-be
is a graduate of Harvard College
(Class of 2009) and Weill Cornell
Medical College (Class of 2013).
She is currently in her fourth year
of residency in Gynecology and
Obstetrics, and will continue her

training with a fellowship in Re-
productive Endocrinology and In-
fertility at The Johns Hopkins Hos-
pital this coming summer.

A 2006 graduate of Boys’ Latin
School of Maryland in Baltimore,
the future bridegroom is a gradu-
ate of Vanderbilt University (Class
of 2010) and The Johns Hopkins
University School of Medicine
(Class of 2014). He is currently in
his third year of residency training
in Orthopedic Surgery, with a plan
to pursue fellowship training after
his residency graduation in two
years. Dr. Mitchell proposed to Dr.
Cordeiro on October 1, 2016 at the
Baltimore Country Club, where he
had taken her on their first date.

The couple plans to wed in Bal-
timore in September of 2017. They
look forward to celebrating their
marriage with friends and family.

Prayer to
The Blessed Virgin

(Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful Flower of

Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

K.A.G.

Imperial Brass to Give
Concert at Redeemer
WESTFIELD — Imperial Brass

will present “Holiday Brass” on Sat-
urday, December 17, at 7:30 p.m., at
the Redeemer Lutheran Church, lo-
cated at 229 Cowperthwaite Place,
Westfield.

The 29-piece ensemble, under the
direction of Ronald Waiksnoris, will
play an array of unique holiday ar-
rangements, including “I Saw Three
Ships” and the “Hallelujah Chorus,”
plus Irving Berlin’s “White Christ-
mas” and “Here Comes Santa Claus.”

The Imperial Brass repertoire in-
cludes a wide variety of styles from
brass band classics, contemporary
works, classical arrangements and
music from Broadway and popular
selections. The band appears
throughout the metropolitan area and
makes its home at the Redeemer
Lutheran Church.

The performance will take place
in the main sanctuary of the Re-
deemer Lutheran Church. Tickets are
$15 for adults, $10 for senior citi-
zens age 65 and over, and $5 for
children. For more information, visit
redeemerwestfield.com or
imperialbrass.org.

Presbyterian Church Slates
What the Dickens? Dec. 14

WESTFIELD — The Impromptu
Players will present What The
Dickens?, an adaptation of “A Christ-
mas Carol” by Charles Dickens, on
Wednesday, December 14, at 7:30
p.m., in the Chapel of The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield.

This one-hour performance,
adapted and directed by Wendy
Connolly, is a humorous and heart-
warming version of the beloved
Christmas story of Ebenezer
Scrooge’s transformation from mis-

erable miser to joyful philanthropist,
with an old-time radio show feel.

The program will feature Ms.
Connolly, Sharon McGuire and Lisa
Black of Westfield, and Fred Dennehy
of Cranbury, performing all of the
roles. The cost is $10 per person, with
all of the proceeds from the evening
going to the Agape Soup Kitchen in
Elizabeth that is operated by The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield.

The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield is located at 140 Mountain
Avenue. Tickets are available at the
door only. There is ample parking
and the chapel is handicap-accessible.
For more information, e-mail
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com.

Scotch Plains Library
Offers Teen Activities
SCOTCH PLAINS — Teens are

invited to bring friends and get gam-
ing on Tuesday, December 13, at 3:30
p.m., during Teen Scene at the Scotch
Plains Public Library. Participants will
be able to compete in Wii tourna-
ments, play board games and enjoy
an after-school snack.

Additionally, the library will hold a
Gingerbread House Workshop for
Teens on Monday, December 19, at
3:30 p.m. Youth will use candy and
icing to construct and decorate a gin-
gerbread house while listening to
holiday favorites and drinking hot
chocolate. Pre-registration is required
for this event.

Teen events at the Scotch Plains
Public Library are free and open to
those in grades 6 to 12. To register for
the Gingerbread House Workshop, e-
mail library@scotlib.org, call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, or stop
by the Reference Desk.

For more information on all teen
programs at the library, visit
scotlib.org/teens/. More information
about Teen Scene also is available by
calling (908) 322-5007, extension no.
204, e-mailing library@scotlib.org or
at the Reference Desk.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the center
of the township.

Temple Sholom to Host
Chanukah Lego Night

SCOTCH PLAINS — Temple
Sholom will  host  i ts  annual
Chanukah-themed version of its
popular “Lego Night” on Thurs-
day, December 15, from 6 to 7:30
p.m., in its building at 1925 Lake
Avenue, Scotch Plains.

“We’re pleased that our annual
Chanukah event has grown over
the last few years,” said Mindy
Carton, co-chairwoman of Temple
Sholom’s Lego Night. “Known as
the Jewish Festival of Lights, the
eight-day festival celebrates the
triumph of light over darkness.
Hosting our Lego Night during this
holiday provides us the opportu-
nity to open our doors and invite
the community into our home to
join in the festivities.”

Participants will be asked to put
their imaginations to use by build-
ing some crazy creations while rev-
eling in dreidel games and Chanukah
music and songs, doughnuts, latkes
and plenty of chocolate gelt. There
also will be special drawings for
Lego menorahs for participants.

This event is free but space is

limited. Interested persons are asked
to respond through the synagogue’s
website at sholomnj.org or by call-
ing (917) 710-8444.

Founded in 1913, Temple
Sholom is a Reform Jewish con-
gregation led by Rabbi Joel N.
Abraham and Cantor Darcie
Sharlein. The temple and its reli-
gious school are home to more than
250 families from the greater
Scotch Plains-Fanwood area.

Temple Sholom is a member of the
Union for Reform Judaism. For more
information about the temple or join-
ing the congregation, call (908) 889-
4900, e-mail sholom@sholomnj.org
or visit sholomnj.org.

Furniture Assist Holding
Toy Collection For Needy

WESTFIELD AREA — Furni-
ture Assist, Inc. welcomes dona-
tions of toys all year, but espe-
cially during the holiday season.
Many of its clients are fire victims,
and this means that their children
have lost all of their toys.

New or gently-used toys, as well
as other donations, can be dropped
off at Furniture Assist’s location in
Springfield on Sundays. For drop-
off times and directions to the fa-
cility, visit the organization’s
website, furnitureassist.com.

In addition, a Westfield toy drop-
off location has been provided by
Ron Bansky, Allstate Insurance
Agent. His office is located at 519
South Avenue West. Donations can

be made there Monday through Fri-
day, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., now
through Thursday, December 22.
Mr. Bansky also is collecting toys
for Furniture Assist at his Princeton
office and will transport them for
the organization.

As always, Furniture Assist ap-
preciates the generosity of indi-
viduals, community organizations
and public and private foundations
in Westfield and the surrounding
areas, as well as Mr. Bansky and
his staff for their contributions.

Furniture Assist is an all-volun-
teer organization. New volunteers
are always welcome. For informa-
tion on donating or volunteering,
visit furnitureassist.com.

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski 

Presents 

 

 Back row: Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq. & Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) 

  Front row: Eva Uhrik, Esq. and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. 

 

5 Lawyers, 5 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates 

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including 

custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child 

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence, 

palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions 

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference 

 

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. 

340 North Avenue 

Cranford, New Jersey 07016 

(908) 272-0200 

www.dughihewit.com 

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Representation · Civil Litigation

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

24 Hours ·  53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
kaplowlaw@aol.com richardjkaplow.com

FAMILY LAW
·  Divorce ·  Domestic Violence

· Custody ·  Child Support

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia
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MURRAY, MURPHY SELECTED FIRST TEAM ALL-STATE

Raiders Gave ‘Brez’ No. 700,
Won Section Title, Finish, 22-4

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Excitement abound could be guar-
anteed in the many key match-ups
that this year’s Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys soccer
team experienced. Nobody fell asleep!
By season’s end, the Raider boys pre-
sented Head Coach Breznitsky with
his 700th career victory and the
program’s 15th Group sectional title
to go with a trip to the Union County
Tournament Championship game and
the Group 4 Championship game. The

Raiders finished with a 22-4 record,
outscoring opponents 66-13, and
Breznitsky’s record rose to 718-165-
58 (.813%).

The first burst of excitement came
in the second game of the season
when the Raiders battled from behind
to top Westfield, 2-1, in the presence
of a roaring crowd in Scotch Plains.
Excitement and jubilation highlighted
the fourth game when the Raiders not
only gained some sweet revenge but
also earned Breznitsky his 700th win
with a 2-1 victory over the Elizabeth

Minutemen, who had defeated them
for the sectional title last year.

The seventh and eighth games, re-
spectively, featured a 1-0 victory over
Hunterdon Central and a 2-1 win over
Bridgewater-Raritan, two teams they
would later face for huge bags of
marbles. Three games later the Raid-
ers dropped a 1-0 thriller to the Blue
Devils at Kehler Stadium then in the
UCT Championship they were on the
short side of a 2-1 decision to the Blue
Devils.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Injuries to key individuals through-
out the season presented added re-
sponsibility on the defense, especially
the defensive front four plus one, but
it also opened a door of opportunity
for others to step up, and they did in
the second meeting between top-
seeded, undefeated Bridgewater-
Raritan and second-seeded, unde-
feated Westfield for the North 2,
Group 5 Championship at MetLife
Stadium on December 3. As they had
in their 10-7 victory over the Panthers
last year, the Blue Devil defensive
front four swarmed with a sack-attack
rampage and received spectacular
assistance from their linebackers and
secondary to secure a 15-13 victory.

Many, but not all, seemed to be
aware that the Blue Devils’ offense
had been without the services of key
running backs Matt Varano (co-cap-
tain) and Ishmael Glasco (also defen-
sive back) for the last half of the sea-
son. Senior wide receiver/place kicker
Mike Moriarty also missed the past
two games but did suit up to kick extra
points and field goals if necessary.

Senior linemen Owen Kessler, Jeff
Gagum and Nick Maher and junior
Jake Vall-Llobera, along with senior
Kyle Dombrowski and linebackers
Jacob Dayon, Shea Elliott, Connor
Scanlon and Drew Ortiz played im-

portant roles in five sacks, along with
several no gains, of crafty Panther
quarterback Nick Attanasio and mul-
tiple throws for losses of running back
Dave Usewick. But more heroes
emerged in the backfield with the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

McDANIEL 2 INTS, 1 FOR TD; DEFENSIVE LINE SACK ATTACK, MAHER FUMBLE RECOVERY, VALL–LLOBERA TD

Blue Devils Sack BrH2O, 15-13, For Group 5 Football Crown
coverage of Ben Kelly, Adam
McDaniel, who had a pair of inter-
ceptions including one for a touch-
down, and Steve Barden.

The 11-1 Panthers totaled 132 yards
on the ground and 73 yards in the air.
Attanasio totaled 56 yards rushing on
nine carries, including a 50-yard
touchdown run, in the first half and
thanks to four keys sacks only 18
yards on nine carries in the second
half. Usewick finished with 51 yards
on 16 carries but did cash in on a

desperation pass with a 25-yard touch-
down reception in the fourth quarter.

The 12-0 Blue Devils, who won
their 25th straight game, also struggled
on offense due to a very mobile Pan-
ther defense. Senior quarterback Phil
Martini completed five of nine passes
for 38 yards but did have a key 29-
yard run that set up a 28-yard field
goal by Moriarty. The running game
yielded 135 yards on 34 carries and
junior running back Juandre House
collected 78 of them on 19 carries.

The Blue Devils’ longest drive of
the game came on their second series
when they moved the ball from their
own 31 on 11 plays, including Martini’s
29-yard run, to the 11. Moriarty then
kicked his 28-yard field goal with 1:58
left in the first quarter.

On the Panther’s next possession,
intense pressure forced Attanasio to
scramble but Gagum jarred the ball
loose and Maher pounced on it at the
BrH2O 12. Four plays later, Vall-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Laura Ortiz for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THE WINNING SACK...Blue Devil co-captain Owen Kessler, No. 64, shows his emotion after the sack of Panther
quarterback Nick Attanasio, No. 5, that sealed the 15-13 Westfield North 2, Group 5 victory at MetLife Stadium.

Charles Mulrooney for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING AFTER THE BALL...Blue Devil Jacob Dayon, No. 4, grabs the ball after Panther running back Dave Usewick, No.
24, just got thumped by Jeff Gagum, No. 41, and Drew Ortiz, No. 50, during the North 2 Group 5 Championship game.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SECOND KEY INTERCEPTION...Blue Devil Adam McDaniel, No. 20, snags his
second interception near the end zone. McDaniel also had an interception for a TD.

David B. Corbin (September 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CELEBRATING MAGIC NUMBER 700...The Raiders and fans celebrate after defeating Elizabeth, 2-1, in Scotch Plains
on September 15 to earn head coach Tom Breznitsky his 700th career victory.

Pearl Harbor – Dec. 7, 1941
America Woke Up 75 Years Ago
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

From Tailgate to Escort,
A Day to be Cherished

You’ve probably never heard of the
rock band Pavlov’s Dog. Not many
people who were around for their
heyday in the mid-1970s ever heard
of them either.

Pavlov’s Dog was a no-hit wonder, a
talented but underrated band that re-
leased a wonderful album in 1976 called
“Pampered Menial.” And that album/
disc is my go-to music to get pumped up
for a big WHS sporting event.

Once upon a time it was Jethro
Tull’s “Aqualung” and later it was
Meat Loaf’s “Bat Out of Hell 2” or
Chumbawumba’s “Tubthumping” that
got the job done.

But Pavlov’s Dog was the music
last Saturday during my 90-minute
drive to MetLife Stadium for WHS’s
state sectional championship rematch
with unbeaten Bridgewater-Raritan.
And it was the music for the entire
drive home after the wildly exciting
15-13 victory.

It’s a bit surprising that people on
the southbound Turnpike around 4:30
p.m. didn’t call 9-1-1 to alert the state
police about the 71-year-old in the
blue pickup truck banging on air
drums, playing air guitar and trying to

match the unmatchable high notes of
singer David Surkamp.

Pavlov’s Dog also played loud and
often on my turntable during the 1976
and ’77 WHS football seasons, which
happened to produce a 21-0-1 record,
a 21-game win streak and back-to-
back state titles. And now, at least for
me, they are part of the 2015 and ’16
teams that have won 25 in a row and
also won back-to-back state titles.

There were so many highlights Sat-
urday, let’s start from the start:

The tailgate? At first, the MetLife
parking lot looked like a giant flea
market. Then I realized that’s what it
was in that area. Then I reached park-
ing area G, where WHS and
Bridgewater crowds had obviously
done this tailgating thing before. Gotta
admit hearing Van Morrison’s “Crazy
Love” after bumping into Paul (No.
66) Harbaugh was very cool.

The crowd? The lower level could’ve
been a New York Giants home game
there was so much blue on the WHS
side. And the crowd might’ve been
even bigger than last year, with both
sides seeming to have more fans.

The defense? The front four+one
of Owen Kessler, Nick Maher, Jeff
Gagum and Jake Vall-Llobera plus
Kyle Dombrowski is the best I’ve
ever seen in 57 years of following
high school football. They were sup-
posed to be great and they were. The
untested (at the varsity level) line-

backers of August – Drew Ortiz, Shea
Elliott, Jacob Dayon and Connor
Scanlon – proved a huge strength.
And the August secondary of Kyle
Shirk, Ish Glasco and Ben Kelly
quickly became Steve Barden, Adam
McDaniel and Kelly after injuries,
and they were also fantastic. The de-
fense knew it had to play at an all-time
level to at least contain B-R quarter-
back Nick Attanasio. And they did,
limiting the whirling dervish to 79
yards passing and just 68 yards rush-
ing – including 50 on one spectacular
TD burst, and another 20 on a third-
and-16 conversion scramble.

The offense? How about the gutsy
fourth-and-1 call from the
Bridgewater 3? Mike Moriarty had
already kicked a longer field goal, but
coach Jim DeSarno had no hesitation
going for it. Vall-Llobera, the short-
yardage specialist after Matt Varano
and Glasco were sidelined, followed
lead blockers Jake Kaplan and Kessler
behind the blocks of Connor Root,
Brett Spass and Dombrowski for the
score. (The same play as last year’s
winning TD by Varano.) And Juandre
House, who had 140 yards against

Plainfield, jitter-bugged his way to
another 89 against Bridgewater.

Coaching! Do the players make the
coach or do the coaches make the
players? Sort of like the old chicken
or the egg thing. First, winning is a lot
easier if you have the players. And
you can have great coaches and still
not win if they can’t connect with the
players. At WHS, you’ve got really
good players being taught by really
good coaches. It’s the kind of envi-
ronment that creates 25-game win-
ning streaks. To beat an unbeaten
team that had been ranked in the top-
10 all year, and to do it after losing the
services of guys like Kyle Shirk, Matt
Varano, Ish Glasco and Mike
Moriarty, plus all the assorted nicks
and scrapes of the season, was an
awesome job by the entire staff.

The Blue Devil. Katie Barry was
outstanding as the Blue Devil mascot,
helping the cheerleaders keep the
crowd’s motor revved up. It’s a shame
that she’s a senior, because she was
fantastic. Let’s hope the mascot, which
was a fall tradition from 1958-92, re-
turns on a full-time basis next fall. Jun-
ior Dexter Cypress did the honors at the
Nov. 19 playoff game against Union.

Dressing up? Seeing Kyle Shirk
and Matt Varano back in uniform to
come out the tunnel for their final
game was very emotional. It’s a shame
Ish Glasco was still on crutches. And
the fourth member of the walking

wounded, Mike Moriarty, not only
suited up but kicked what amounted to
the game-winning field goal for the
second straight year. Unfortunately he
missed his two PAT tries and re-in-
jured his right knee on the second try.

Alums in the house. Kurt Stiefken,
who played on my hapless Devils in
the 1964 Westfield Boys Football
League, was in the stands Saturday.
The possessor of one of most spec-
tacular mustaches you’ll ever see, Kurt
overcame that ’64 experience to later
be a starting 2-back on the unbeaten
1971 WHS football team and a state
champion wrestler that winter. He
made the trip from Milford, along
with sons Conor and Trevor, both
former Delaware Valley wrestlers.

Alums in the house II. Tom Della
Badia, the stepfather of Connor
Scanlon, was joined at the game by
his son Tyler and daughter Paige,
outstanding athletes in baseball and
soccer, respectively, a couple years
ago at Scotch Plains-Fanwood. There
were hundreds of others there, and
plenty of alum’s parents. A truly won-
derful gathering, but tough for a guy
with a shaky memory trying to men-

tion them all.
Winningest class: Lost in the crazi-

ness and excitement of the day was the
fact that this 21-man senior class –
Kyle Dombrowski, Tom Fuccillo,
Mike Gagliardi, Jeff Gagum, Ish
Glasco, Matt Harris, Ian Humphrey,
Jake Kaplan, Ben Kelly, Owen Kessler,
Nick Maher, Phil Martini, Mike
Moriarty, Connor Root, Connor
Scanlon, Max Schwetje, Jack Shirk,
Kyle Shirk, Brett Spass, Will Swartz
and Matt Varano – will graduate as the
winningest three-year class in WHS
history. During their sophomore, jun-
ior and seniors years the Blue Devils
posted a combined 31-4 record. Prior
to this group, the best three-year pe-
riod was the 1976-77-78 teams, which
went 28-2-1. In the pre-playoff years,
the 1970-71-72 teams went 27-0, while
the 1943-44-45 and 1947-48-49 teams
both went 27-3.

The bus ride. How cool was it to
watch the Varsity Vantage and Vince
Brodo’s videos of the team’s bus trip
through town, with the police car and
fire truck escort? There really is no
feeling quite like that one, unless it’s
doing it a second time … or a third.

HUB STINE FIELD
The WHS football coach 100 years

ago was Herbert Stine. A first-year
teacher from North Plainfield via
Springfield (Mass.) College, he was
better known as “Hub.” After five years
he left WHS following the 1920-21
school year for the greener pastures of
Plainfield High, where he served as a
coach and athletic director until 1959.

In October 1974, Plainfield’s foot-
ball field was renamed as Hub Stine
Field. That means Glen Kehler, Bruce
Jester, Jim Reid, Rick Baldwin and Co.
were the first WHS team to play there.

“I did not know that,” said Kehler,
who did not need to be reminded that
he scored all WHS’s points in a 31-14
victory to cap a 9-0 season and a No.
1 ranking in New Jersey.

Before a reported crowd of 10,500,
Kehler had 1- and 35-yard touch-
downs runs, a 45-yard punt return
score, a 95-yard kickoff return TD, a
25-yard field goal and four PAT kicks.
Reid had 178 yards on 22 carries and
safety Mark Carroll, who wore No.
60 because he was a backup center on
offense, had two interceptions.
ALL-WHS FOOTBALL TEAM
On Thursday, Dec. 22, we will pub-

lish the all-Heinz team, a team that
presents the very best of the past 57
years of WHS football, 1960-2016 –
all-offense, all-defense and kicking
game specialists. We’ve consulted
several long-time fans and everybody
has been seen in person, often several
times, and many have been seen a
dozen or more times (including on
video). This team is based solely on a
player’s accomplishments while wear-
ing the Blue and White.Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

  

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Installation

Crown Molding

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

Master Craft
Upholstery

Over 40 Years Experience
in Furniture Upholstery

732-423-0689
upholstery07201@yahoo.com

225 North Ave. Garwood

Like Us on Facebook

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THE REST OF THE WINNING TEAM...Katie Berry, as the “Blue Devil”, along with the cheerleading captains, from left
to right, Drew Farriss, Maria Gerkins and Katie Clark and the entire cheerleading crew, kept the Westfield crowd revved
up throughout the entire game at MetLife Stadium on December 3.

RICCA, RABINOWITZ, MILLER SELECTED CAPTAINS

Blue Devils Add Experienced
Youth to Wrestling Program

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Youth but with experience plus the
leadership of three seasoned and tal-
ented co-captains should shine a
brighter light on the Westfield High
School wrestling team this season.
Additionally with a fine influx of fresh-
men, unlike last year when the Blue
Devils, who finished with an 8-10
record, had to forfeit two or three
weight classes, all the weight classes
are capable of being filled if necessary.

“We are going to have some young
kids in the lineup but they are not
inexperienced,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Glen Kurz said. “These are
kids who put in 50-60 high school
matches over the summer. They are
not coming in like your average fresh-
men. These are kids who have been
battle-tested throughout their youth
careers. They are ready to go.”

Expected to steer the squad of un-
derclassmen in the right direction are
senior co-captains Zach Rabinowitz
(106-lbs), Jack Miller (195-lbs) and
Phil Ricca (220-lbs).

“We don’t have a big senior class
but a lot of leadership from the guys
that we have in here from Zach, Phil
and Jack Miller. This team has a lot of
depth spread out through the classes.
We’ve got some strong seniors,”
Coach Kurz noted.

Rabinowitz placed second in the
district at 106-lbs and finished with a
20-13 record.

“I think we are probably going to
get him some matches at [1]13 defi-
nitely, probably some matches at
[1]20. For him, the goal has got to be
to finish the year, go as far as he can.
You generally don’t see kids make a
huge step from junior to senior year. I
think he made a big step. Technically
he looks really good. He showed some
maturity. I think he’s going to have a
good year,” Coach Kurz said.

Miller, who competed in a weight

class laden with talented wrestlers and
has beaten some Atlantic City qualifi-
ers, placed second in the district last
year and finished 28-5. Miller pos-
sesses a very physical wrestling style
but with the recent realignment of the
districts and regions there little telling
of how deep his weight class will be.

“Quite honestly with the new re-
gion, we don’t even know who is there
but I think when Jack is wrestling his
match, he can go with anybody, so it
doesn’t really matter who else is there.
If it’s a deep weight class, it’s a deep
weight class. His goal is to get out and
find a way to do it and I am confident
that he will,” Coach Kurz said.

As to his bump up to the 195-lb
class, Coach Kurz commented, “He
lifted hard. He hurts to wrestle. I don’t
think he’s going to miss a beat going
up to [1]95.”

Ricca had a fine start to his season
at 220-lbs last year with a champion-
ship at the Roselle Park Tournament.
He finished second in the UCT and
second in the district but came up one
win shy of qualifying for AC and

finished with a 28-8 record. So there
should be some hunger to take an-
other step up.

“Last year I wasn’t happy with the
fact that he took fourth in the region.
What better incentive to just push a
little bit harder to see. You know how
close you are to making the state
tournament. I think that’s going to
make him hungry. He’s got another
shot. He’s going to have to make the
most of it,” Coach Kurz said.

A couple of sophomores who were
in the varsity lineup last year are ex-
pected to take another step up the

ladder also. Emmett Smith, who
placed third in the district last year at
120-lbs and finished 18-15, has
muscled up to 138-lbs. Tim Miller,
who competed at 138-lbs last year
and delivered a painful top-control
message, has jumped up to 152-lbs.
Brendan Loder will fill the 182-lb
slot. Junior Kevin Fuller will com-
pete at 132/138-lbs.

The very athletic junior Isaiah Reese
will compete primarily at 160-lbs as
will senior Al Dente. Junior Sean
Dwyer and Matt Dente will be in the
145/152-lb range. Junior Russ Weber
can fill the 182-lb slot.

“We are represented throughout.
Some young, some old, we have some
juniors who are ready to step up. We
have some kids like Emmett, who had
successful freshmen years and are
ready to make a step, so I think there
is a lot to be excited about here,”
Coach Kurz said.

Of the freshmen, CJ Composto and
Luke Hoerle are expected to compete
at 113-lbs. Jeremy Silver will be at
113/120-lbs and Luke Scanlon is ex-

pected to fill the 126/132 slot. There
is a possibility that Tim Allegro may
compete at 170-lbs.

“These young guys are going to be
pushing our older guys in the room. I
think we have to be optimistic coming
into this year. The kids had a great off-
season. They did everything to pre-
pare to win,” Coach Kurz said.

Looking towards tournament time
with reference to the district realign-
ment, Coach Kurz answered, “I don’t
really care. You want to give me nine
teams in a district and have three kids
get out, fine! I’m fine with it.”

David B. Corbin (January 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

JUMPING UP TWO WEIGHT CLASSES TO 195-LBS...Blue Devil senior co-captain Jack Miller, right, who competed at
170-lbs last year is expected to compete at 195-lbs this season.

David B. Corbin (January 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NEEDING ONE MORE STEP...Blue Devil senior co-captain Phil Ricca, left, who
will compete at 220-lbs, is looking to qualify for Atlantic City this season.
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King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

MORGAN, LAITAMAKI, BRUCIA MADE GREAT LEADERS

Lady Blue Devils Completed
Unbeaten 15-0-5 Soccer Season

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seniors and juniors exclusively
made up this year’s Westfield High
School girls soccer Blue Devils that
dubbed themselves as “LBD”.
Throughout the season the “LBD”
demonstrated top-notched play and it
paid off with an undefeated, 15-0-5
record. If there were any blemishes at
all, they occurred twice in the penalty
kick (PK) phase of tournament play.

The Lady Blue Devils outscored
opponents 56-6, having been scored
upon in just four games, and recorded
15 shutouts. The Blue Devils began
the season ranked No. 16, rose as high
at No. 3 then finished as the No. 6
team. The Blue Devils also gained a
share of the Watchung Conference
Division with Scotch Plains-Fanwood
(SPF), both with 4-0-2 records.

The five ties all came against top-
ranked opponents and the first one
came against their SPF Raider rivals,
who also finished undefeated with an
18-0-4 record, in a scoreless overtime
deadlock. Their next meeting ended
in a 2-2 tie. The Blue Devils also tied
the Oak Knoll Royals twice, 2-2 in the
regular season and 1-1 in the Union
County Tournament (UCT) semifi-
nals, although they were on the short
side of a PK shootout. The Royals
went on to win their state group cham-
pionship.

The final tie arrived in the season
finale when the Blue Devils battled
Ridge to a 0-0 tie but also wound up
on the short side of another PK
shootout in the North Jersey, Section
2, Group 4 semifinals. An eerie si-
lence hovered over Gary Kehler Sta-
dium during the entirety of the PK
shootout. The Ridge Red Devils went
on to win the section and advanced to
the Group 4 championship game.

“I am extremely proud of the team.
In terms of play on the field, this
team made a huge jump to continue
to push the program forward in terms
of competitiveness with the top
teams in the state,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Alex Schmidt said. “We
played seven games against teams
in The Star-Ledger Top-20
[Montclair, Watchung Hills, SPF
twice, Oak Knoll twice, and Ridge]
and didn’t lose to any of them. Of
course, two of those games were
decided on PK’s and unfortunately

we ended up on the losing side.”
With reference to their allowance

of only six goals in 20 games, Coach
Schmidt pointed out, “The team was
an extremely tough defensive team.
Only in three games all year was the
team behind and in each of those
games [they] LBD came back and
tied the game [SPF 2-2, Oak Knoll 2-
2, Oak Knoll 1-1]”

The leadership and coordination of
co-captains Liz Brucia (goalkeeper –
ist Team All-State, 1st Team All-Group
4), Raffi Laitamaki (defense) and the
omnipresent Taylor Morgan (midfield
– 2nd Team All-State, 1st Team All-
Group 4) saw to it that the “Steel
Blue” defensive wall was nearly im-
penetrable to opponents. While in
goal, Brucia yielded only three goals
and received plenty of assistance from
defenders Laitamaki, juniors Natalie
Bond (3rd Team All-Group 4) and
Josie Greenwood, senior Sonya

Peregrim and junior Kylinn Kraemer,
who also came on strong later in the
season.

The 56 goals came through unre-
lenting pressure on opponents. De-
spite being seen all over the field,
Morgan led the team with 12 goals
and nine assists for a total of 33 points.

“From the midfield on up, this was
the most dangerous attacking teams
I’ve coached since the first year I
began in 2009. Morgan was our en-
gine this year. Rarely coming out of
games Taylor was often the player
seen making a huge tackle in the de-
fensive end and only seconds later
creating some sort of dangerous scor-
ing chance at the other end,” Coach
Schmidt said.

Senior midfielder Hannah Liddy
notched 11 goals and six assists for 28
points and junior midfielder Melina
McDevitt netted eight goals and eight

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Coldwell Banker to Collect Toys for Children’s Services
In keeping with the holiday season since 1987, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage’s Westfield East

office is working on their 30th annual toy drive. The children range in age from newborn to 
18 years old. Donations of new unwrapped toys (puzzles, board games, coloring books, 

stuffed animals, etc.) can be brought to:

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage - East 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield 

Individuals who are unable to come in with their toys may call:
908-233-5555 to arrange for them to be picked up.

The final date for toy drop off is 
Monday, Decemeber 12th.

In advance, on behalf of Coldwell Banker and Family & Children's Services, we thank everyone 
for past participation and hope for your support and generosity for this year, which is greatly appreciated.

© 2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage.  All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. 
Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Westfield East Office • 209 Central Avenue 

908-233-5555

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

RODGERS, McNEELY LED ‘O’; LEITNER 16 SHUTOUTS

Raiders Finished Undefeated,
Won UCT Girls Soccer Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Defensive excellence was the hall-
mark of this season’s Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls soccer
team. The Lady Raiders, who may not
have believed it possible at the begin-
ning of the season, wound up with
another Union County Tournament
championship and finished with an

undefeated, 18-0-4 record.
The stick-to-itiveness of the de-

fense, which included primarily jun-
iors Ashley Vincent, Taylor Diggs,
Gina Fahrenholz and Sabrina DiLollo,
along with the athletic ability and
leadership of co-captain/goalkeeper
Andrea Leitner, saw to it that only
seven goals were yielded in the 22
games. Only four opposing teams were

able to penetrate the net — Westfield
in a 2-2 tie, Union twice in a 5-2 loss
and a 3-1 loss, No. 1-ranked
Hunterdon Central in a 1-1 tie and
Millburn in a 3-1 loss. Leitner notched
16 shutouts this season.

As far as Union County is con-
cerned, the Lady Raiders could be
considered the “Team for a Decade”

Lady Raiders Will Feature
New Cast of Players in Hoops

great chemistry already and I expect
the team to get better as both an offen-
sive and defensive unit throughout the
year. The team is positive and genu-
inely pull for one another.”

It has been a while since the Raid-
ers have been at the top of the county
list of contenders. McKenna is hope-
ful that the program is moving in the
right direction but understands that it
will take some effort and focus to get
the Lady Raiders to be a consistent
championship level team capable of
challenging the top teams in the
county.

“Well, we need to have more girls
playing on a more regular basis at the
elementary and middle school levels.
We don’t have middle school sports
in our district and that has severely
hurt the depth of our program. But,
the girls are working really hard to
catch up to speed. We have imple-
mented an offensive and defensive
approach throughout the entire pro-
gram so that the girls are working
within the same system for years by
the time they reach the varsity level.
This will give them a lot more confi-
dence and make better and faster de-
cisions on offense and defense. As for
the top teams in the county— well I
haven’t seen anyone play yet, but if
last year taught us anything it was that
anyone can play with anyone at any-
time. Our goal is to consistently play
great team basketball and continu-
ously be supportive and positive of
one another. The girls and the coach-
ing staff are excited to get started and
compete at our highest level possible.”

The Raiders open the season at
home on December 16 against Gov-
ernor Livingston at 4 p.m.

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood girls’
varsity basketball team readies for
the 2016-2017 season with a largely
new cast of players. Heavy gradua-
tion losses included Micaiah Battle,
Amani Williams, Kara Foley, Shay
Slocum-Blechinger, three-point
shooter Laura Charros and defensive
stopper Caroline Babis. Williams will
be playing ball at Missouri State Fair.
Also gone from last year’s team is
Erika Muskus, who has decided to
focus on soccer this winter.

The Raiders finished 12-13 last
season with first round exits in both
the county and state playoffs. Although
the losses are significant both in vol-
ume and quality, Head Coach Ryan
McKenna is confident that he has the
makings of a nice core group of play-
ers to build around on this year’s
edition.

“We lost quite a bit,” said McKenna.
“I expect a young team to really work
together as one unit. So many of our
players are interchangeable position
wise. Our offense can run through a
lot of players. I think Nya [Downing]
will definitely be a focus, but we have
some tremendous shooters in Brianna
[O’Brien] and Stef [DeVizio] and
slashing players like Summer
[Sheppard], Isabelle [Corsaro] and
Abbe [Burton] that can get to the
basket. We’d like to push the ball as
much as we can, but also feel really
comfortable playing a half court
game.”

A lack of varsity experience will no
doubt be a challenge for this year’s
team. McKenna points to a probable
starting rotation that will feature jun-

iors Downing in the frontcourt, along
with O’Brien at guard. Sophomore
Stefanie DeVizio and lone senior
Sheppard also figure to be in the start-
ing lineup. McKenna will choose from
a cast of JV call-ups in Corsaro, Bur-
ton and Kaysia Minor to fill out his
starting five. Mariah Marrero, Madi-
son Lawton and Mari DelSordi will
be in the bench rotation.

“We are returning Nya Downing
and Brianna O’Brien,” said McKenna.
“Both whom are entering their third
year as starters in our program. Ste-
fanie DeVizio is back after starting a
few games as a freshman last year.
Our only senior is Summer Sheppard
who is really growing into her own.”

Downing had something of a disap-
pointing sophomore season. After
showing signs of being a physically
dominant low post player as a fresh-
man, Downing struggled to equal that
performance in her second season.
Still, she remains the Lady Raiders’
top hope as a powerful inside scorer
and rebounder.

O’Brien has played both point guard
and shooting guard in her two seasons
on the team. As mentioned, she is a
capable outside shooter. O’Brien av-
eraged 5.1 points per game last year.

McKenna will try to guide this largely
reshaped and inexperienced group
through the early part of the season as
they look to establish familiarity with
each other, while dealing with a tough
schedule. McKenna is optimistic
though that his team has the necessary
components to be successful.

“Our experience will be challenged,”
says McKenna. “We only have three
players returning that had significant
playing time last year. We have really

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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David B. Corbin (October 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THE “SHE’S EVERYWHERE” GIRL ...Blue Devil senior co-captain Taylor Morgan, No. 9, could be seen hustling up and
down the field nonstop in every game this season.

David B. Corbin (September 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE...Raider senior co-captain/goalkeeper Andrea Leitner, center, recorded 16 shutout this
season. The Raider defense, who yielded only seven goals, saw to it that only four teams were able to score against them.

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
The Club at Autumn Ridge offers remarkable 55+ living in Union Township. 
Experience total luxury in an elegantly appointed 1- or 2-bedroom apartment. 
Enjoy full-time access to the community clubhouse with its heated pool, fitness 
center and cyber-library, plus an Activities Director who puts the focus on fun. 

Call 866.379.4541 for hours and directions
ClubAtAutumnRidge.com

1200 Ridge Drive, Union Township, NJ 07083
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Raiders Won UCT Girls Soccer Championship
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SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16004915

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-008187-15

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK TRUST N.A. AS TRUSTEE
FOR LSF9 MASTER PARTICIPATION TRUST

VS.
Defendant: RAYMOND DENTE AND

CHRISITNE DENTE, HUSBAND AND WIFE,
CITIBANK, N.A. AND EXPRESS TRADE CAPI-
TAL, INC.

Sale Date: 01/04/2017
Writ of Execution: 06/15/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Nine Hundred
Ninety-Two Thousand Ninety-Seven and 58/
100*** $992,097.58.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of WESTFIELD in the County of UNION
and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 935 Sedgewick Court,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

Municipality: Town of Westfield.
Lot and Block: Lot 54.02, Block 306.
Approximate dimensions: 102.00 x 88.23 x

18.83 x 125.00 x 104.00 Feet irregular.
Nearest cross street: Prospect Street.
Total Upset:  **One Million Seventeen Thou-

sand Nine Hundred Fifty-Four and 08/100***
$1,017,954.08 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
BUCKLEY MADOLE, P.C.
99 WOOD AVENUE SOUTH
SUITE 803
ISELIN, NEW JERSEY 08830
(732) 902-5399
4 T - 12/08, 12/15, 12/22
& 12/29/16 Fee: $165.24

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16004901

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-004746-15

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK CUST/EMPIRE V
VS.
Defendant: GOVERMENT SECURITY COM-

PANY, JANE CARRO TIBONI, AMPER
POLITZINER & MATTIA LLP, FIDELITY AND
DEPOSIT COMPANY OF MARYLAND A/K/A
ZURICH NORTH AMERICA, UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA, JANET TIBONI, ESQ, EXECU-
TRIX OF THE ESTATE OF S. JAMES
PAPANDREA, JANET M. PAPANDREA, JANICE
LYNN PAPANDREA, JOHN DOE, HUSBAND
OF JANICE LYNN PAPANDREA, SAID NAME
JOHN DOE BEING FICTITIOUS, JESSICA RAE
PAPANDREA-RIZKALLA, PNC BANK NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION, SCHENCK PRICE
SMITH & KING LLP, APRUZZESE
MCDERMOTT MAESTRO & MURPHY PC A/K/
A APRUZZZESE MCDERMOTT MASTRO &
MURPHY, PC PATRICK BARD, BAYWAY LUM-
BER, STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Sale Date: 01/04/2017
Writ of Execution: 07/28/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Eighteen Thou-
sand Eight Hundred Seventy-Four and 91/100***
$18,874.91.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of WESTFIELD in the County of UNION
and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 402 ELMER STREET 5,
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY.

Tax LOT 3, BLOCK 3207.
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 57 feet

wide by 100 feet long
Nearest Cross Street: Situate on the intersec-

tion of South side of New Street and the West
side of Elmer Street South.

All liens and encumbrances known (actual
and constructive) that exist against the property,
with the approximate amount of such lien(s) and
encumbrances.

Sheriff sale subject to:
2015 open taxes in the approximate amount of

$2,955.57.
2016 open taxes in the approximate amount of

$2,955.57.
Totaling: $5,911.14 plus possible subsequent

taxes, charges, interest and penalties.
Total Upset:  **Twenty Thousand Nine Hun-

dred Sixty-Six and 51/100*** $20,966.51 together
with lawful interest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 ROUTE 46 WEST
DENVILLE, NEW JERSEY 07834
(973) 586-2300
4 T - 12/08, 12/15, 12/22
& 12/29/16 Fee: $220.32

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16004806

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-029873-13

Plaintiff: NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC
VS.
Defendant: BRUCE FISHER DECEASED,

HIS/HER HEIRS, DEVISEES, AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES, AND HIS, HER, THEIR
OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE AND INTEREST AND BANK OF
AMERICA, N.A. AND UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA, STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Sale Date: 12/14/2016
Writ of Execution: 06/29/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Fifty-Seven Thousand Seventeen and 89/100***
$557,017.89.

The property to be sold is located in Town of
Westfield in the County of Union, and State of
New Jersey.

Commonly known as 614 Dorian Road,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

Tax Lot No. 5, Block 2904.
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 60 feet

wide by 226 feet long.
Nearest Cross Street: Rahway Avenue
Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Seventy-Three

Thousand One Hundred Forty-Three and 71/
100*** $573,143.71 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
KML LAW GROUP, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
STE. 406
WESTMONT, NEW JERSEY 08108
(215) 627-1322
4 T - 11/17, 11/24, 12/01
& 12/08/16 Fee: $210.12

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16004849

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-006234-16

Plaintiff: M&T BANK
VS.
Defendant: JAMES J. LEHMAN AND KELLY

A LEHMAN
Sale Date: 12/14/2016
Writ of Execution: 08/26/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Thirty-Seven Thousand Four Hundred Thirty-Six
and 17/100*** $337,436.17.

All that certain lot, piece or parcel of land, with
the buildings and improvements thereon erected,
situate, lying and being in the Township of Scotch
Plains, County of Union and State of New Jersey.

Commonly Known as: 375 Forest Road, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076.

Tax Lot and Block No.: Lot 2, Block 1602.
Nearest Cross Street: Forest Road & Bartle

Avenue (approximately 100 feet away).
Dimensions (approximately): 55 x 122.
Amount Due for Taxes: Subject to any unpaid

taxes, municipal liens or other charges, and any
such taxes, charges, liens, insurance premiums
or other advances made by plaintiff prior to this
sale. All interested parties are to conduct and rely
upon their own independent investigation to as-
certain whether or not any outstanding interest
remain of record and/or have priority over the lien
being foreclosed and, if so the current amount
due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

As the above description does not constitute a
full legal description, said full legal description is
annexed to that certain mortgage recorded in the
Office of the Register/Clerk of Union County in
Mortgage Book M12417 at Page 0533, et seq.,
Elizabeth, New Jersey, and the Writ of Execution
on file with the Sheriff of Union County.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Forty-Four
Thousand Four Hundred Twenty-Nine and 19/
100*** $344,429.19 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
SCHILLER, KNAPP, LEFKOWITZ & HERTZEL LLP
950 NEW LOUDON ROAD
SUITE 109
LATHAM, NEW YORK 12110
(518) 786-9069
4 T - 11/17, 11/24, 12/01
& 12/08/16 Fee: 167.28

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16004953

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-000183-16

Plaintiff: HSBC BANK USA, N.A. AS TRUSTEE
FOR THE REGISTERED HOLDERS OF ACE
SECURITIES CORP. HOME EQUITY LOAN
TRUST, SERIES 2005-HE2, ASSET BACKED
PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES

VS.
Defendant: CLARK REIHARD, A/K/A CLARK

REINHARD, NANCY REINHARD, AMERICAN
EXPRESS CENTURION BANK

Sale Date: 01/04/2017
Writ of Execution: 07/27/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Million One
Hundred Thirteen Thousand Five Hundred Sev-
enteen and 50/100*** $1,113,517.50.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Westfield, County of Union, State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 304
South Euclid Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey
07090.

TAX LOT #: 9, BLOCK #: 3111.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 100 x 150.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Saint Marks

Avenue.
SUBJECT TO ANY OPEN TAXES, WATER/

SEWER, MUNICIPAL OR TAX LIENS THAT
MAY BE DUE.

PRIOR MORTGAGES AND/OR JUDG-
MENTS: N/A

Total Upset:  **One Million One Hundred Forty
Thousand Six Hundred Sixty-One and 28/100***
$1,140,661.28 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
UDREN LAW OFFICES, P.C.
111 WOODCREST ROAD
WOODCREST CORPORATE CENTER
SUITE 200
CHERRY HILL, NEW JERSEY 08003
(856) 669-5400
4 T - 12/08, 12/15, 12/22
& 12/29/16 Fee: $181.56

Raiders Gave ‘Brez’ No. 700, Won Section Title
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

The Raiders quickly rebounded to
defeat Bridgewater-Raritan, 3-1, for
the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4
Championship then after topping
Kearny, 1-0, in the Group 4 semifinal
their season ended with a controver-
sial 1-0 loss to Hunterdon Central in
the Group 4 title game at Kean Uni-
versity.

The Raiders were led by a trio of
super senior co-captains, goalkeeper
Sean Murray, Patrick Ellman and
Ryan Peterson. Murray, who recorded
15 shutouts this season and will play
at Monmouth University, was named
Soccer Coaches Association New Jer-
sey (SCANJ) First Team All-State as
well as All-Union County (UC) and
will be playing in the All-American
East/West High School game held in
North Carolina. Peterson, a First Team
All-UC and Second Team All-State
selection, scored 16 goals and added
four assists. Ellman (Third Team All-
Central All-State, Second Team All-
UC) netted six goals and eight assists.

“Those three have been on the var-

sity since their sophomore year.
Throughout the season there was no
doubt that they contributed tremen-
dously to the strength of the season,”
Breznitsky commented.

The Raiders also had a wealth of
talent such as juniors John Murphy
and Tommy DeVizio, who provided
stinging offense. Murphy, who led
the team with 18 goals and nine as-
sists, was selected Union County
Player of the Year and First Team All-
State. DeVizio, who notched eight
goals and 12 assists, was selected
First Team All-UC and Third Team
All-State.

“We had a good group once again
highlighted a little bit by a couple of
guys, who came back from academy,
DeVizio, Murray’s brother and
Murphy. But along with that we had
good senior leadership,” Coach
Breznitsky said. “Going in we set our
goals. We played in the county finals,
we won the sectional finals and were in
the state final. Unfortunately we didn’t
get the results that we would have
liked but anytime you are able to do
that, win or lose, it could be consid-
ered a great, outstanding year. It was a
group that was very well focused and
determined to come out a winner.”

With his speed and alertness,
Murphy was one of those rare players
who could be spotted making an im-
pact on every area of the field.

“He’s a gamer. He doesn’t like to
lose. He’s played at a variety of dif-
ferent levels. He’s an exceptionally
good player. He’s great with the ball
at his feet and sometimes the types of
moves that he’s able to pull off aggra-
vates the fans sometimes but he
handled it well,” Coach Breznitsky
said. “That’s why he was the Union
County Player of the Year and lead-
ing goal scorer for us. His future in
the game is college or possibly some
professional level down the road.”

The defense was anchored by se-
niors Andrew Murray, David Walker
and Andrew Borik. Murray was
named All-UC Second Team and
Third Team All-Central All-State.
Borik and Walker received All-State

Honorable Mention recognition.
“With our schedule, we thought

that would be our strength coming
into the season. Other guys who came
on for us [were] Borik, Walker, [Rob]
Vecchione, [Jack] Brady and prob-
ably our rookie of the year Max More,
his first year on the varsity and played
just about every single game, did a
very good job and helped bolster our
defense,” Breznitsky pointed out.

The team also displayed versatility
and were able to utilize their depth to
wear down opponents.

“John Murphy could play anywhere
on the field. Same thing with DeVizio,
Andrew Murray, along with Ellman.
When you got that versatility, along
with depth, for the most part we played
16-17 guys. Some of them under-
classmen, some of them seniors who
weren’t playing much. Those are the
keys to success all season,” Coach
Breznitsky said.

The ability to move underclassmen
in and out all season is also a great
sign for the future.

“I don’t know whether DeVizio or
Murphy are going to play again next
year but other than that we have a
good crew. Aaron Schack is a very,
very good goalkeeper. He himself is
like 6-4, so we are not going to hurt
too much replacing the goalkeeper’s
position. Brady, Jonathan Schwab,
the two Ferrara’s [Alex and Mike],
excellent players. [Rock] Valian is
another guy who came from acad-
emy. Brogan Quigley unfortunately
was hurt the majority of the season.
He can score goals. Alex Levy a fresh-
man got a good amount of time dur-
ing the course of the season and the
third Murphy, Owen, is going to be
good. I don’t anticipate us dropping
down much,” Breznitsky said.

Lady Blue Devils Complete Unbeaten Season
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

assists for 24 points. Senior Carly
Bechtloff and junior Grace Elliott,
both midfielders, each netted eight
goals and four assists for 20 points
and Greenwood added a goal and
nine assists for 11 points.

Coach Schmidt added, “Everyone
has known about Taylor Morgan and
Hannah Liddy and what they were
capable of doing for the past three
years, but it was great to have other
players step up and join in the scoring
this year. Players like Carly Bechtloff
and juniors Grace Elliott and Melina

McDevitt.”
This year’s record of 15-0-5 was

quite an improvement over last year’s
11-5-2 record.

“Having senior leadership on and
off the field was key to our success
this year. Liz Brucia, Raffi Laitamaki
and Taylor Morgan were phenom-
enal and we don’t go undefeated with-
out their experience, however, just as
important were players like Lea
Moynihan, Sara Israel, Logan
Robertson, Jenna Iorio, Maddy
Armstrong and Haley Farella,” Coach

Schmidt stressed. “These players may
not get their names in the paper as
much as others but their role and their
leadership off the field is what helps
the LBD program continue to build
future LBD leaders.”

The LBD future does look good
with 14 players returning and, espe-
cially since the JV program went 17-
1 this season.

Coach Schmidt commented, “And
the players they are producing, we
look forward to 2017 and continue
where this year’s team left off.”

David B. Corbin (September 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LBD SENIOR POWER...The Lady Blue Devils (LBD) had 13 veteran seniors. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Logan
Robertson, Raffi Laitamaki (Captain), Taylor Morgan (Captain), Haley Farella and Jenna Iorio; back row, Lea Moynihan,
Carly Bechtloff, Hannah Liddy, Maddy Armstrong, Lizzie Brucia (Captain), Sonya Peregrim and Sara Israel.

when they notched their 11th UCT
crown in 12 straight title appearances
with a 1-0, overtime victory over the
Oak Knoll Royals at Kean University
in Union. Senior co-captain Christina
Rodgers positioned herself well in

the box about six yards from the goal,
while senior co-captain Sophie Brause
looped a free kick into the box where
Rodgers headed the ball past Royal
goalkeeper Shannon McDermott and
into the net with 4:03 left in the first
overtime. Senior co-captain Alyssa
DiFrancesco, who scored the win-
ning goal in a 1-0 victory over Union
in the UCT final in 2014, had to cheer
from the sideline due to a season-
ending injury.

Interestingly, it was a 1-0 victory
over the Royals that awarded the Raid-
ers with their first UCT crown in
2005. This season, the Royals fin-
ished with a 20-2-3 record and won
their respective Group championship.

The Raiders’ four ties came to very
worthy opponents and the first was a
0-0 stalemate to rival Westfield on
their season opener. The Blue Devils
and the Raiders tied again, 2-2, on
October 1 with SPF getting goals
from Brause and junior attacker Erica
Muskus. Junior Taylor Diggs on an
assist from Rodgers scored in the 1-1
tie with Hunterdon Central. The final
tie came in the North Jersey, Section
2, Group 4 championship game in
Scotch Plains on Veterans Day, No-
vember 11, when the Raiders battled

Ridge, the defending champions, to a
0-0, overtime tie but ceded the title in
a 2-1 penalty-kick shootout.

The Raiders, who shared the
Watchung Conference Division title
with the Blue Devils, recorded sev-
eral blowouts this season. The Lady
Raiders shutout the Governor
Livingston Highlanders, 7-0, and the
New Providence Pioneers by the same
score. The Raiders leveled the Sum-
mit Hilltoppers, 5-0, and clocked the
Elizabeth Lady Minutemen twice, 7-
0 and 5-0.

Junior attacker Kerri McNeely led
the team with 18 goals, while adding
10 assists. Rodgers, who will play for
Providence College in the fall, notched
14 goals and tied Brause for the team
leadership in assists with 15. Brause
also put in seven goals. Muskus zinged
in eight goals, while junior midfielder
Danielle Mrozek put in five goals and
added a pair of assists. DiLollo netted
four goals and three assists,
Fahrenholz scored four goals and
Diggs finished with three goals and
seven assists.

The Raiders will graduate five tal-
ented seniors but should be a senior-
strong team next year with a host of
returning veterans.

THANKSGIVING CLASSIC CHAMPS...Cranford Hockey Club’s Bantam A
team took gold in the Thanksgiving Classic Tournament at the Ice House in
Hackensack defeating the Mamaroneck Tigers in the championship game, 3-1.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

David B. Corbin (November 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A REAL GO-GETTER...Raider senior co-captain Christina Rodgers, No. 22, netted 14 goals and tied co-captain Sophie
Brause for the team lead with 15 assists. Rodgers will play soccer for Providence College in the fall.

David B. Corbin (November 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

KEY ROLE IN SECTIONAL VICTORY...Raiders Tommy DeVizio (No. 8), John Murphy (No. 10) and Jack Brady (No. 14),
who each scored a goal, stand with co-captains Patrick Ellman (No. 11), Sean Murray (No. 1) and Ryan Peterson (No. 8) after
defeating Bridgewater-Raritan, 3-1, for the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Championship.
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Blue Devils Sack Bridgewater-Raritan Panthers, 15-13, for North 2, Group 5 Football Championship
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

1039 Lawrence Avenue, Westfield              $1,175,000.               
Residing on one of Westfield’s most notable avenues, this quintessential 
Center Hall Colonial features hardwood floors, updated baths & eat-in 
kitchen with granite counters & slider to expansive deck with grilling 
area, hot tub and panoramic view of the 100 x 200 c park-like property. 

742 Coolidge Street, Westfield                    $735,000. 
Beautifully situated in the Washington School District, this inviting Colo-
nial with essential updates is complemented by a family room addition 
including the first floor full bath and the breakfast room.  The master bed-
room was expanded and boasts a luxurious full bath and walk-in closet.  

715 Rahway Avenue, Westfield                                              $549,000.      
A convenient location and recent updates: Brazilian hardwood floors &  
central air-conditioning (2013)  welcome you in this lovely Colonial. The 
spacious family room flows to the newer eat-in kitchen. The updated bath 
joins three sun lit bedrooms, there’s a powder room & rec room too!  

316 St Georges Place, Westfield                 $1,225,000. 
This recently constructed home mingles designer details with an open 
floor plan crafting an exquisite interior. Highlights include a box beam 
ceilings, mahogany inlay floors, top-of-the-line designer kitchen finished 
basement with custom built-ins, speaker system and a bluestone patio 

15 York Lame, Edison                                        $579,000. 
Situated at the end of a lovely cul-de-sac, this distinguished brick Ranch 
offers unsurpassed one floor living. An easy flow is highlighted by 
French doors, hardwood floors, spacious rooms, two fireplaces, custom 
built-ins, eat-in kitchen and expansive yard with patio and in-ground pool. 

22 Fenimore Drive, Scotch Plains                                           $1,295,000.    
Elegance and comfort coalesce in this thoughtfully laid-out home, provid-
ing separate private spaces on one floor. Enjoy seamless indoor/outdoor 
living in the sunlit common rooms, superb master compound or around 
the marvelously landscaped backyard with patios and in-ground pool.  

NJAR Circle of Excellence 

 and Silver, 2014 - 2015
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Llobera, with good lead blocking from
Dombrowski and Jake Kaplan, in
addition to a good push from linemen
Max Schwetje, Brett Spass, John
McCauley and Jordan Barham, scored
from the three. After the point after
failed, Westfield had a 9-0 lead with
10:26 left in the half.

“I don’t play running back much
but every time we play goal line I’m
in there with my two great fullbacks.
I put my head down and I get in the
end zone and they block incredibly
well. I barely had to do anything. I
just walked right in there,” Vall-
Llobera explained.

In less than two minutes, Attanasio
answered with a 50-yard touchdown
run to make the score 9-7. Late in
the quarter, the Panthers recovered

a Westfield fumble at the BrH2O
32-yard line. But on the very first
play, McDaniel read Attanasio’s
eyes, picked off his pass near the 40
and sprinted to pay dirt with 1:50 on
the clock. The point after failed
leaving Westfield with a 15-7 lead.
Just before the half, the Panthers
threatened but McDaniel made a
leaping interception of Attanasio’s
“Hail Mary” pass at the Westfield
six-yard line.

“All week we were practicing key
on No. 8. [Ricky Tate] That was their
biggest target. I saw him go for the
hitch and I just jumped on it and took
it to the house,” McDaniel explained.
“And the other one, I saw it go up
and I was keying on him and just
went for it.”

The sack attack amped up in the
second half, beginning Kessler, Dayon
and Maher pressuring Attanasio and
with Gagum’s seven-yard sack fol-
lowed by his two-yard throw for a
loss. On the first play of the fourth
quarter, Attanasio was under intense
pressure again but managed to get a
push pass to Usewick, who galloped
25 yards for the touchdown. A two-
point run attempt failed when Elliott
and a gang of Blue Devils pushed
Attanasio out at the one.

Kessler had a three-yard sack and
Gagum added another throw for a
loss midway through the quarter but
they saved the best for last. As time
was running out, Kessler squashed
Attanasio for a nine-yard sack then
the whole front four plus linebackers

sealed the deal with a massive sack on
fourth down deep in Panther territory.

“Since last year in the state game
when I got a sack, I have been think-
ing about how this year we are going
to come back to MetLife again. This
whole season we kept saying MetLife!
MetLife! MetLife! And be relentless
because, at the end of the day, it’s my
high school last game and all the
seniors’,” Gagum said.

“Obviously we knew that we were
playing a great team. We knew they
haven’t forgotten about last year. It
was a motivator for both of us. We
knew that No. 5 [Attanasio] was a
great player. We knew he has a lot of
potential. He’s the heart and soul of
Bridgewater, so we had to really go
out there and perform,” Maher said.

“Everyone put it on the line for us. It
showed that when it came down to it,
the defense is really special. We band
together when time gets tough and
perform together.”

“Of course they did,” added
McDaniel. “That’s our backbone of
the defense. These boys did every-
thing for us this year. As a team, we
handled business. Two back-to-back!”

“It was awesome! We knew the
offense struggles with all these inju-
ries. We knew the defense had to step
up and we all stepped up. Jeff had a
h*!! of a game. Had a few sacks.
Nick, Vall played well. And when we
needed to, we came up big,” Kessler
said.

“Our defensive backs, Steve
Barden, Ben Kelly all year even when

Ish [Glasco] went down were doing a
great job all year. We are so happy to
get this ‘W’ “, McDaniel said.

“I told you two weeks ago that we
practice like we are at MetLife every
week. And I told you that we were
going to come here and win this game.
And we did exactly that and domi-
nated,” Vall-Llobera reminded.

“It’s been an incredible journey to
go back-to-back. I’m having a hard
time believing it,” Maher expressed.
“It’s just extraordinary!”

“The feeling is amazing to come
back to MetLife Stadium and get a
repeat and finish up as seniors. It’s a
blessing, honestly. It’s honestly a
blessing,” Gagum expressed.
Westfield   3 12   0   0 15
BrH2O-Raritan   0   7   0   6 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LOOKING FOR OPEN SPACE...Blue Devil junior running back Juandre House, No. 23, looks for some wiggle room as
senior Jack Shirk, No. 5, looks for someone to block in the championship game against the Bridgewater-Raritan Panthers.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DEFENSIVE FRONT FOUR...Blue Devils Jeff Gagum (No. 41), Nick Maher (No. 54), Jake Vall-Llobera (No. 22) and Owen
Kessler (No. 64) flank coach Matt Andzel. Also involved with the “Fearsome Front Four” was Kyle Dombrowski.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
MUNICIPAL BUILDING
403 SOUTH AVENUE

GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07027

RESOLUTION NO. 16-308

WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough
of Garwood has determined that there
exists a need for professional services in
connection with the preparation of a va-
cant land analysis in the Borough of
Garwood; and

WHEREAS, the said Governing Body
has determined that such services are
professional services as defined in the
Local Public Contracts Law of the State of
New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law requires that a notice stating the na-
ture, duration, services and amount of
each contract awarded as a professional
services contract be printed once in the
official newspaper of the municipality;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the Council of the Borough of Garwood:

1. That the Mayor and Borough Clerk be
and are hereby authorized and directed to
execute an agreement with Harbor Con-
sultants, Inc., 320 North Avenue East,
Cranford, New Jersey 07016, for the provi-
sion of professional planning services.

2. That said Contractor shall receive
fees not to exceed $8,000.00, as indicated
in the proposal dated November 11, 2016;
and

3. That this contract is awarded without
competitive bidding as professional ser-
vices pursuant to the Local Public Con-
tracts Law; and

4. That the Borough Clerk be and is
hereby authorized and directed to main-
tain this resolution and the professional
services contract on file and available for
public inspection in the Office of the Bor-
ough Clerk; and

5. That the Borough Clerk is hereby
authorized and directed to publish a copy
of this notice as required by law.

I, Christina M Ariemma, Municipal Clerk
of the Borough of Garwood hereby attest
that this Resolution was adopted by the
Council of the Borough of Garwood on
November 29, 2016.

CHRISTINA M. ARIEMMA,
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 12/08/16, The Leader Fee: $47.43

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-007107-16
FILE NO. 21503-16

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
DOROTHY VAN PELT, HER
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES
AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Amended Complaint filed in a Civil
Action, in which PRO CAP III, LLC BY ITS
CUSTODIAN US BANK is the plaintiff and
DOROTHY VAN PELT, HER HEIRS, ET
ALS; are defendants, pending in the Supe-
rior Court of New Jersey, Chancery Divi-
sion, UNION County and bearing Docket
No. F-007107-16 within thirty-five (35) days
after December 8, 2016 exclusive of such
date. If you fail to answer or appear in
accordance with Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by
Default may be rendered against you for
relief demanded in the Amended Com-
plaint. You shall file your Answer and Proof
of Service in duplicate with the Clerk of the
Superior Court of New Jersey, Hughes
Justice Complex - CN 971, Trenton, New
Jersey 08625, in accordance with the Rules
of Civil Practice and Procedure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 13-027, sold
on 11/26/2013, dated 11/26/2013, and was
recorded on 2/6/2014 in Book 13726 at
Page 493, made by RACHEL J. POMPEI,
Collector of Taxes of ROSELLE PARK,
and State of New Jersey to PRO CAP III,
LLC BY ITS CUSTODIAN US BANK and
subsequently assigned to plaintiff, PRO
CAP III, LLC BY ITS CUSTODIAN US
BANK. This covers real estate located in
ROSELLE PARK, County of UNION, and
State of New Jersey, known as LOT 17
BLOCK 805 as shown on the Tax Assess-
ment Map and Tax Map duplicate of
ROSELLE PARK and concerns premises
commonly known as 424 BIRCH STREET,
ROSELLE PARK, New Jersey.

YOU, DOROTHY VAN PELT, HER
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS, HER,
THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS
IN RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST, are
made party defendant to the above fore-
closure action because you are the owner
of a property which is the subject of the
above entitled action.
DATED: December 2, 2016

Michelle M. Smith, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 12/08/16, The Leader Fee: $70.89

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED that at the Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment meeting of the
Township of Scotch Plains held on De-
cember 1, 2016, the Board memorialized
the following Resolutions:

Konstruct Enterprises, 2021 West
Broad Street, Block 9603, Lot 17, was
approved to construct a new single family
dwelling on this property.

Michael & Sondra Borowski, 1272
White Oak Road, Block 9603, Lot 6, was
approved to reduce the existing garage
space at the premises which is a single
family residence to accommodate a three
piece bathroom.

Caffrey Tree and Landscaping, 735
Jerusalem Road, Block 6201, Lot 13, was
approved to use the subject property as a
contractor’s storage yard.

A copy of said Resolutions has been
filed in the office of the Board and/or the
office of the municipal clerk and is avail-
able for public inspection.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Board

1 T - 12/08/16, The Times Fee: $26.01

Team White Tops Team Green
In Westfield HS Flag Football

Photo courtesy of James Finver

SEASON FINALE...The Westfield High School Flag Football program concluded
its season with a Team White victory over Team Green on December 4.

The Westfield High School Flag
Football program completed its fourth
season with the annual “Flag
SuperBowl” played at Edison Middle
School on December 4. Officiated by
league commissioners Joey
Wirtshafter and Ethan Finver, Team
White prevailed against Team Green
in a hard-fought offensive showcase
featuring spectacular back-and-forth
play and multiple lead changes.

The winners, coached by Jacob
Kaplan, included players Tristan
Quallis, Phil Dwyer, Jack Caherly,
Tim Storms, Eric Storms, Brian
Hinkel, Sean Riccardi and Tanner
Devin. The game was the culmina-
tion of another great season of flag
football.

Inspired by the popular Westfield
PAL Football program for Elemen-

tary and Middle school age children,
the Westfield High School Flag Foot-
ball club, established in 2013, was
borne out of the desire to extend the
fun and competitiveness of flag foot-
ball to kids of high school age.

Each year, the number of partici-
pants has increased. This season, 90
athletes played flag football. Beyond
a lot of trash talking and laughter, the
league prides itself on safe play, re-
spect for fellow teammates and com-
petitors and giving back to the com-
munity.

Entry fees given by each partici-
pant covers minor league expenses;
the majority of funds are targeted for
charitable donation. From 2013 to
present, the club has donated more
than $12,000 to Special Olympics of
New Jersey.

Fanwood: 09/20/16
Brenton K. and Connie F. Peterson

to Katherine Wing Lan Chan, 187
Midway Avenue, $442750.

Deutsche Bank Nat’l. Trust Co. to
Dough for Dwellings INC., 78 Port-
land Avenue, $296,000.

Susan Kuder Family Trust to Anne
Reilly, 91 Willoughby Road,
$470,000.

Salvatore and Camille Sigona to
Michelle Porter and Ryan O. Wayans,
122 Woodland Avenue, $380,000.

Union County Sheriff to Qualified
Flips, 71 La Grande Avenue,
$263,000.

Richard and Teresa Cerritto to
Natalie and Edward Swiatek, 40
Tillotson Raod, $600,000.

Clancy Living Trust to Louis A.
and Marena Dobrolsky, 65 Shady
Lane, $425,000.

Joel Ingersoll and Kelley Robinson
to Phillip and Alexandra Romero,
225 Herbert Avenue, $535,000.

Joseph J. and Laura J. De Gennaro
to Twumasi S. Weisel, 138 Burns
Way, $560,000.

Michael Leahey to WGW1 LLC.,
217 Belvidere Avenue, $290,000.

Michael R. Mroz and Eleanor
Hodara to Michael Zwiren, 12 Shady
Lane, $470,000.

Scotch Plains: 09/16/16
Sandy Spano to George and Zoraida

Papadakis, 389 Ridgeview Avenue,
$400,000.

Jose Huerfano and Meghan
Cepetelli to Mathew A. and Nicole A.
Gubitosi, 2213 Greenside Place,
$475,000.

HSBC Bank USA National Asso-
ciation to Kenneth Joy and Lydia
Sanchez, 623 Westfield Road,
$425,000.

Steve M. and Rebekah Unger to
Kevin Dukelow and Robin McGrath,
188 Watchung Terrace, $343,750.

Canaan and Sarah Himmelbaum to
Javier Navarro-Machuca and L.
Freese, 229 Watchung Terrace,
$820,000.

Donna Tollilo to Michael Toffolo
and Sofi Dahlsson, 2364 Mountain
Aveue, $415,000.

Sabahat R. Khan and Gail K.
Mooney to Mark and tracey Blank,
101 Donato Circle, $387,250.

Danielle and Jason Krywicki to
Hansel J. Gonzalez, 33 Canterbury
Drive, $540,000.

Michael and LAura Sabatell to
Natalie S. and Jean-Pual Richer, 2255
Edgewood Terrace, $830,000.

Union County Sheriff to CMGS

Recent Home Sales
For more info see:

http://clerk.ucnj.org/UCPA/DocIndex

360 LLC., 2390 Richmond Street,
$257,000.

Kevin and Nicole Sharkey to Didier
Allexandre and M. Sadeghipour, 2442
Allwood Road, $440,000.

David Edwin Dickey to Jeremy N.
and Ilana K. Barishman, 2427
Longfellow Avenue, $609,000.

Rita Kuhn to Keith Edward and
Cassandra D. Amann, 2213
Algonquin Drive, $600,000.

Jozef and Malgorzata Filipek to
Yuzhu Tang and Yin Wang, 1103
Hetfield Avenue, $745,000.

Douglas T. and Joanne D. Layne to
Diwas Chhetri, 1129 Lincoln Avenue,
$419,000.

MarkHund to Kevin and Lynn Har-
ris, 2111 Newark Avenue, $600,100.

Gregory Wyand and Shelly Wyand
to Kevin and Nicole Sharkey, 2001
Hill Top Road, $628,000.

Peter and Patricia Zajac to Sujith
and Diya A. Mathews, 1925 Mary
Ellen Lane, $516,000.

Norman Schwartz and R. Lynne to
Joseph and Laura J. De Gennaro,
1439 Graymill Drive, $720,000.

William and Audrey Ruckstuhl to
Alan and Marian Sepinwall, 2042
Brookside Drive, $560,000.

Ariel F. Kenajian to Glen L. and
Lisa M. Kurz, 1485 Golf Street,
$595,250.

Dennis and Kimberly Munchel to
Sabahat R. Khan, 1545 Martine Av-
enue, $575,000.

Steven and Jacklyn S. Leischner to
Maya Emmons Vidone and Andrew
Young, 1979 Dogwood Drive,
$681,000.

Toll and LP NJ to Kenneth D. and
Nancy W. Narod, 302 Tillinghast
Turn, $966,746.

Toll and LP NJ to Paul Lafkowitz
Revocable Trust, 501 Tillinghast
Turn, $924,242.

Toll and LP NJ to Nancy Polow,
502 Tillinghast Turn, $915,503.

Toll and LP NJ to Lesley Mandel
Morrow, 503 Tillinghast Turn,
$837,032.

Toll and LP NJ to Ralp A. and Rita
F. Winnicker, 504 Tillinghast Turn,
$881,715.

Toll and LP NJ to Steven L. and
Erica J. Needle, 504 Tillinghast Turn,
$830,134.

Toll and LP NJ to Lynn C. Petrino,
1402 Tillinghast Turn, $804,922.

Steven and Stacie Weisbrot to Mat-
thew and Jenna Marcus, 1251
Sunnyfield, $635,000.

Joseph D. and Jill C. Cianciotta to
Kenneth Danczewski and Julie
Tucker, 12 Wedgewood Way,
$999,999.

Nicholas A. and Wendy B. Sciara
to Cecilio Po and Maribeth Razon, 6
Wedgewood Way, $779,900.

Edward and Natalie Swiatek to Jose
Lopez and Janet Medina, 925 Raritan
Road, $429,000.

GRAND OPENING...Community Access Unlimited (CAU) held a ribbon-cutting
ceremony and grand opening of its headquarters in Elizabeth on November 29.
Taking part in the ribbon-cutting ceremony, from left to right, are: Harold
Poltrock, president of the CAU board of trustees; Ziad Shehady, Springfield
township committeeman; Elizabeth Councilman Manny Grova; CAU board
member Kevin Aspell; Sid Blanchard, CAU executive director; Rahway Council-
man David Brown; Elizabeth Mayor Chris Bollwage; Union County Freeholder
Vernell Wright; state Assemblyman Jamel Holley (D-20th, Roselle); Union
County Freeholder Vice-Chairman Sergio Granados; CAU board member Karen
Ensle, and Bernadette Griswold, CAU associate executive director.

Community Access Unlimited
Opens New Headquarters

ELIZABETH – Community Ac-
cess Unlimited (CAU) held a ribbon-
cutting ceremony and grand opening
of its new cutting-edge headquarters
in Elizabeth on November 29.

CAU is a statewide Elizabeth-based
nonprofit providing support programs
and services to adults with disabilities
as well as youth served under the De-
partment of Children and Families
(DCF) to enable them to live indepen-
dently in the community, providing sup-
ports in areas including housing, voca-
tional skills and life-skills training, edu-
cation, advocacy and recreation.

The new building is cutting-edge
both in its construction and amenities
and because CAU intends for it to be
used by both the agency and the wider
community while also serving as a
symbol of advocacy and community
integration, according to Sid
Blanchard, CAU executive director.

The building is a 60,000-square-
foot, five-story, totally accessible fa-
cility. It features a 400-seat audito-
rium with state-of-the-art audio-vi-
sual equipment and a streaming mez-
zanine that is dividable. The audito-
rium will be used by CAU for events
and also will be made available to the
community for rent and perhaps serve
as home for a future Union County
Community Theater.

There are three floors of modern
office space, with CAU occupying
the fourth and fifth floors and the
third floor being made available to
local businesses to rent. The building
also offers dividable conference and
training facilities, also with state-of-
the-art audio-visual capabilities,
available to businesses and commu-
nity groups for rent.

Construction of the building was
unique, as well, according to Mr.
Blanchard. The first two floors were
built on site while the upper three floors
were fabricated off-site and brought in
by truck and raised by crane. The gen-
eral contractor for the project was Woo-
druff Developers and the architect for

the building was James Guerra, AIA of
James Guerra Architects.

The new building also is equipped
with three generators so in case of an
emergency it can serve as a safety
zone and community center for resi-
dents of Elizabeth.

“I started Community Access in 1979
out of the back of my Volkswagen,” Mr.
Blanchard said in welcoming visitors
to the auditorium. “Since then we have
worked with thousands of people with
disabilities, as well as youth aging out
of the child welfare system, to integrate
them into the community.

“In keeping with that mission, we
built this building not only to house
Community Access but also to serve
the wider community. This stage will
be home to theater productions and
the arts. These meeting and training
facilities will be used by community
groups and local businesses. We’re
looking forward to integrating the
community into this building as a way
of building a greater community.”

The ribbon-cutting ceremony in
front of the new building featured Mr.
Blanchard and local dignitaries, in-
cluding Elizabeth Mayor Chris
Bollwage, Union County Freehold-
ers Sergios Granados and Vernell
Wright and state Assemblyman Jamel
Holley, who have long supported the
agency and helped pave the way for
the new facility.

“It was a privilege to be able to
work with Sid Blanchard on this new
building and in other ways to make
sure that Community Access has a
presence in both this city and the
region,” Mr. Bollwage said. “We sa-
lute you in making sure that people
with disabilities and people living on
the edge have opportunities.”

The ceremonies also included pre-
sentation of a $10,000 grant to CAU
from Valley National Bank, long-time
supporters of the agency.

 “We are proud to support Commu-
nity Access Unlimited in their mis-
sion to provide opportunities for in-
dividuals with disabilities to live in-
dependently and lead productive lives
within our communities,” remarked
Mwaura Muroki, vice president Val-
ley National Bank.

Visitors were treated to a tour of the
building following the ceremony.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
MUNICIPAL BUILDING
403 SOUTH AVENUE

GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07027

RESOLUTION NO. 16-307

WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough
of Garwood directed the Borough Admin-
istrator/Clerk to pursue proposals in ac-
cordance with law for Financial Advisory
Services to the Governing Body for the
Redevelopment of South Avenue in the
Borough of Garwood; and

WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator/
Clerk posted in accordance with law on
October 26, 2016, and received proposals
on November 10, 2016, under a fair and
open process in accordance with P.L. 2004,
c.19, as amended by P.L. 2005, c.51; and

WHEREAS, the said Governing Body
has determined that such services are
professional services as defined in the
Local Public Contracts Law of the State of
New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law requires that a notice stating the na-
ture, duration, services and amount of
each contract awarded as a professional
services contract be printed once in the
official newspaper of the municipality;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the Council of the Borough of Garwood:

1. That the Mayor and Borough Clerk be
and are hereby authorized and directed to
execute an agreement with Acacia Finan-
cial Group, Inc., 601 Route 73 North, Suite
206, Marlton, New Jersey 08053, for the
provision of professional Financial Advi-
sory Services concerning the Redevelop-
ment of South Avenue in the Borough of
Garwood; and

2. That said Contractor shall receive
fees in accordance with the proposal dated
November 10, 2016; and

3. That the Borough Clerk be and is
hereby authorized and directed to main-
tain this resolution and the professional
services contract on file and available for
public inspection in the Office of the Bor-
ough Clerk; and

4. That the Borough Clerk is hereby
authorized and directed to publish a copy
of this notice as required by law.

I, Christina M Ariemma, Municipal Clerk
of the Borough of Garwood hereby attest
that this Resolution was adopted by the
Council of the Borough of Garwood on
November 29, 2016.

CHRISTINA M. ARIEMMA,
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 12/08/16, The Leader Fee: $51.00

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOCTH PLAINS

2017 ANNUAL PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES PUBLIC NOTICE OF

FAIR AND OPEN PROCUREMENT
PROCESS –AFFORDABLE

HOUSING PLANNER

 In accordance with New Jersey Local
Public Contracts Law and N.J.S.A. 19:44A-
20.4 et. seq., the Township of Scotch Plains
(“Township”), County of Union, a munici-
pal corporation of the State of New Jersey,
is soliciting professional services propos-
als through a fair and open process.   The
Township will require the following ser-
vices for the upcoming calendar year be-
ginning January 1, 2017 and ending De-
cember 31, 2017:  Affordable Housing/
Fair Share Element Attorney and Rede-
velopment Attorney.

An original and eight (8) copies of your
sealed responses to this request for pro-
posals must be submitted to the Township
of Scotch Plains, Office of the Municipal
Clerk, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey 07076 by no later than 10:00
AM local prevailing time on Tuesday,
December 20, 2016 at which time and
place responses are scheduled to be
opened by the Municipal Manager or his
designee. Each sealed envelope contain-
ing a proposal shall be plainly marked on
the outside to clearly show the specific
service for which an individual or firm is
submitting a proposal. The proposals will
be evaluated by the Mayor and Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains and con-
tracts awarded based on (1) individual or
firm experience and reputation in the field
( a copy of the resume of each individual
performing the work is to be included); (2)
knowledge of the Township of Scotch
Plains and subject matters to be addressed
under the contract; (3) availability to ac-
commodate any required meetings; (4)
compensation proposal; (5) at least 2 ref-
erences with address and phone number;
(6) a certification that no immediate rela-
tives of any principal of the firm is em-
ployed by, or serve as elected officials of
the Township of Scotch Plains; (7) an
explanation as to when each individual
performing work received his or her li-
cense to practice in this State; (8) a copy of
the firm’s Certificate of Liability Insurance;
(9) a copy of the firm’s Business Registra-
tion Certificate, and (10) Submission of the
information requested in the RFP. All con-
tracts pursuant to the fair and open pro-
cess will be awarded by resolution and
require a majority vote of the Township
Council at a public meeting. In addition to
full compliance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4
et. seq. (“Pay to Play”), individuals or firms
awarded contracts under these procedures
will be required to comply with N.J.S.A.
10:5-31 and N.J.A.C. 17:27-4 (Affirmative
Action and Equal Employment Opportu-
nity), 42 U.S.C. Section 12101 et. seq.
(Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990),
N.J.S.A. 52:25-24.2 (Disclosure of Owner-
ship) and N.J.S.A. 52:32-44 (Business
Registration).Any questions regarding this
notice should be directed to the Township
of Scotch Plains, Office of the Municipal
Manager, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey 07076, (908) 322-6700.

Alexander Mirabella,
Township Manager

1 T - 12/08/16, The Times Fee: $65.28
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How This Newspaper Helps Advertisers …

Ring Up Sales
You have at your disposal the finest advertising research 

system ever devised – the cash register.

When you run an advertisement, you listen to the cash 

register the next day. If it rings merrily, you know that your 

advertising was effective. Sales, in the final analysis, are the 

main reason why most people advertise.

Your experience in selling combined with your knowledge 

of the products and services you sell have a perfect ally 

in our experience as newspaper people, and, in fact, as 

successful advertisers ourselves.

Let us show you how this combination of experience, 

building together on an accurate knowledge of our audience, 

can help ring up more sales for you through more effective 

advertising. Call us this week.

The Westfield Leader
The Scotch Plains – Fanwood 

TIMES

sales@goleader.com

908-232-4407

The Gift of Oneself Can
Be Best Present of All

I N  S E S S I O NI N  S E S S I O NI N  S E S S I O NI N  S E S S I O NI N  S E S S I O N

By Carol Pedro, Exec. Dir.
Youth & Family Counseling Service

Many of us are excited about the
upcoming holiday season, looking
forward to spending time with family
and friends. We mark our calendars
with festive events, planning to share
the season with loved ones, eat, drink
and exchange gifts. Sometimes hav-
ing to choose which party to attend
because we’ve been invited to too
many. It is easy to get caught up in the
hustle and bustle, to be drawn to the
tinsel, glitter, lights and glow of
candles. It is a time to celebrate!
Family, friends and our spiritual be-
liefs are brought to a higher con-
sciousness. For some, this is one of
the seasons that bring us closer. Per-
haps we feel more loving and giving,
as we are swept up in the joy of the
holiday spirit. If this is your holiday

season scenario, you are blessed.
Please remember, not everyone is

experiencing the holidays this way.
For those grieving the loss of a loved
one, worrying about someone strug-
gling with addiction or away serving
our country, these can be very trying
times. Still others face illness, finan-
cial stress or are trapped in abusive
situations. Suddenly, the holidays are
here and the wounds of grief may be
re-opened. Or perhaps our financial
stressors seem greater. Others may be
homeless, hospitalized, lonely and will
not feel like celebrating. We can help
others heal with love and support. Not
only gift and toy drives are valuable.

Reach out to someone who may
need an extra hug or to share time
over coffee sharing memories of those
they miss. Our gifts are often best
when they aren’t wrapped with glitter
and bows. Give the gift of time, love
and support. Make yourself available
to someone suffering at this time of
year. Giving of yourself is the great-
est gift of all and has no refund policy.
Look around with an open heart and
you will see someone who would
love the gift of you! “A kind gesture
can reach a wound that only compas-
sion can heal.” — Steve Maraboli,
“Life, Truth, and Being Free.”

* * *
Carol M. Pedro is a licensed thera-

pist at Youth and Family Counseling
Service, 233 Prospect Street,
Westfield, N.J.; (908) 233-2042.
Website: yfcsnj.org.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
RESOLUTION 16-12-178

CONTRACTOR: Pennoni Associates
Inc., 515 Grove Street, Hadden Heights,
New Jersey 08035

NATURE OF SERVICE: Professional
engineering services relevant to the revi-
sion of the Borough’s Tax Maps

DURATION: Period ending  June 30,
2017

AMOUNT: Not to exceed  $57,320.00
A copy of this resolution and contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the Mu-
nicipal Clerk’s office.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Administrator/Clerk

1 T - 12/08/16, The Times Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
BOARD OF EDUCATION

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the
Garwood Board of Education will hold their
annual Organization Meeting on Wednes-
day, January 4, 2017 at 7:30 p.m. in the all
purpose room of the Lincoln School.

Action will be taken.
Eric Larson

SBA/BS
1 T - 12/8/16, The Leader Fee: $11.22
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Designer Inspires Local,
State, Nat. Garden Clubs

WESTFIELD — Members of the
Rake and Hoe Garden Club of
Westfield and the Garden Club of
Westfield, hosted by Diana Kazazis,
president, and Merrilyn Crane, presi-
dent, respectively, were inspired and
entertained November 9 by the cre-
ative arrangements of floral designer
Ken Norman of Floral Inspirations,
located in Delaware, at the Scotch
Hills Country Club in Scotch Plains.

Garden Club dignitaries also in
attendance were Susan O’Donnell,
president of the Garden Club of
New Jersey (GCNJ), and Mary
Warshauer, third vice-president of
the National Garden Club (NGC).
Ms. Warshauer will become the na-
tional president in 2021.

Both local clubs are affiliated with
the Garden Club of New Jersey and
the National Council of State Gar-
den Clubs.

As a prelude to the Victorian flower
show which Rake and Hoe will present
next spring, Mr. Norman instructed
members in the art of creating 19th-
century designs. Stunning contrast-
ing colors in burgundy and pale grays,

greens and plums using dahlias,
lisianthus, roses and carnations, de-
picted the graceful and abundant Vic-
torian look. Fragrance and forms were
very typical of the old-fashioned look
that Mr. Norman enhanced with some
modern additions which created
movement and interest.

The Victorian flower show pre-
sented by the Rake and Hoe Garden
Club will be held at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield on Friday, April
28, 2017, from 1 to 7 p.m.

The Rake and Hoe Garden Club of
Westfield has a long-term reputation
for its service to the community and
donations to worthy causes. Its mem-
bership is diverse, spanning all ages,
including juniors ages 7 to 18, inter-
ests and occupations. The club has
approximately 80 members, all of
whom share a love of flowers, gar-
dening and community service.

For more information, call Pat Wil-
son at (908) 389-9342 or Alice Cowell
at (908) 518-1602 for junior mem-
bership. Interested persons also may
visit the club’s Facebook page and its
website, rakeandhoe.org.

GARDEN ENTHUSIASTS...Members of the Rake and Hoe Garden Club of
Westfield and the Garden Club of Westfield recently gathered together, welcomed
guests and enjoyed a presentation on Victorian-style flower arrangements. Pic-
tured, from left to right, are: Diana Kazazis, president, Rake and Hoe Garden
Club; Mary Warshauer, third vice-president of the National Garden Club;
Merrilyn Crane, president of the Garden Club of Westfield; Susan O’Donnell,
president of the Garden Club of New Jersey (GCNJ); Cathy Mullarkey, assistant
treasurer of GCNJ; Carole Iuso, past president of GCNJ, and Debi Harris, GCNJ
board member.

Wreaths For Veterans to Be
Laid at Cemetery Dec. 17

SCOTCH PLAINS — Non-profit
Wreaths Across America (WAA) has
announced that the historic Scotch
Plains Baptist Church Cemetery in
Scotch Plains has joined in the ef-
fort to support the mission to Re-
member, Honor, Teach, as an offi-
cial location for 2016. This is the
inaugural year that this cemetery
will participate in this national
event. The cemetery will join nu-
merous locations across the coun-
try on Saturday, December 17, in an
effort to “Say Their Names.”

WAA is a nationwide program in
which wreaths are placed at veterans’
graves in military and private cem-
eteries to honor those who served and
sacrificed. Started in 1992 with the
laying of wreaths at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery, the program has ex-
panded to more than 1,200 locations
in all 50 United States and beyond.

Since the program’s inception,
WAA founder Morrill Worcester has
always asked volunteers placing re-
membrance wreaths to take time to
read the name on the headstone
aloud. During the escort of wreaths
to Arlington National Cemetery in
December 2015, WAA Executive
Director Karen Worcester stated,
“A person dies twice: the first time,
when they stop breathing, and a
second time, when someone says

their name for the last time.” It is
with this in mind that this year’s
theme for National Wreaths Across
America Day is, “Say Their Names.”

There are 85 veterans interred in
Scotch Plains Baptist Church Cem-
etery, including several who served
in the Revolutionary War. Through
the efforts of American Legion Post
209 and Veterans of Foreign Wars
Post 10122, funds have been raised
to place remembrance wreaths on
their headstones and to say the
names of all the local heroes laid to
rest there, to ensure that the indi-
viduals who served to protect free-
dom for the United States are not,
and never will be, forgotten.

The cemetery is located at 333 Park
Avenue at Grand Street near down-
town Scotch Plains. The wreath-lay-
ing ceremony will start at noon. The
public is invited to participate in this
program to recognize the dedication,
commitment and sacrifice of these
veterans in service to America.

For more information on Wreaths
Across America and its mission,
visit wreathsacrossamerica.org. The
local contact in Scotch Plains is
Frank Choynake. He can be reached
at (732) 272-7637 or via e-mail at
fc20amp@comcast.net.

Rabbi Esther Reed

SCOTCH PLAINS — Congrega-
tion Beth Israel will hold a Scholar-
In-Residence weekend with Rabbi
Esther Reed, senior associate di-
rector for Jewish Campus Life at
Rutgers University Hillel. The pro-
gram is free and open to the com-
munity.

Sponsored by Congregation Beth
Israel’s Adult Education Commit-
tee, the Scholar-in-Residence Week-
end will begin with Shabbat ser-
vices Friday evening, December 9,
at 7:30 p.m. During Friday night
services, Rabbi Reed
will discuss the oppor-
tunities and challenges
that Jewish students face
at universities today, in-
cluding relationships
with other groups on
campus and anti-Zion-
ist sentiments.

She also will talk about
Rutgers’ new state-of-
the-art Jewish Student
Center and will advise
high-school students and
their parents on what to
consider about a school’s
Jewish life on campus during their
college search process.

The Scholar-in-Residence Week-
end will continue during Shabbat
morning services this Saturday, De-
cember 10, beginning at 9:30 a.m.
Amidst concern that Jewish students
today are under attack for their sup-
port of Israel, Rabbi Reed will dis-
cuss the anti-Israel tactics such as the
BDS (Boycott, Divestment and Sanc-
tions) movement, Israeli Apartheid
Week and protests supporting anti-

Zionism that are showcased in the
media. She will offer insights into the
stories behind these tactics, with ad-
vice on how to combat them.

The weekend will include an oneg
dessert reception Friday evening and
a kiddush luncheon on Saturday.

Hillel: The Foundation for Jew-
ish Campus Life is the largest Jew-
ish campus organization in the
world. Rutgers Hillel serves a di-
verse Jewish population of approxi-
mately 6,000 Jewish undergradu-
ates and more than 1,000 Jewish

graduate students.
Rabbi Reed has
worked at Rutgers
Hillel since 2001.

A graduate of Bryn
Mawr College, Rabbi
Reed received both
her master’s degree in
Jewish Women’s
Studies and Rabbinic
Ordination from the
Jewish Theological
Seminary in New
York. She also is ac-
tively involved with
bias prevention edu-

cation, Interfaith Alliance and Is-
rael-related programming.

For more information, call the
synagogue office at (908) 889-1830.
Congregation Beth Israel is located
at 18 Shalom Way, Scotch Plains, at
the corner of Martine Avenue.

TRANSITION TIME...During the chapter’s annual Fall meeting held October
14, the members of the Westfield Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR)
elected Barbara Benko, left, as chapter regent. Former Regent Lisa Kane, right,
was named chapter registrar. A non-profit, non-political volunteer women’s
service organization, the DAR is dedicated to preserving American history,
securing America’s future through better education and promoting patriotism.
For further information, visit njdar.org.

CLASSIFIEDS
WESTFIELD

Friday, November 25, Kenneth T.
Oakes, 39, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested on charges of possession of
less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana and possession of drug para-
phernalia, subsequent to a motor ve-
hicle stop at Hetfield Avenue and
West Broad Street in Scotch Plains.
He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released with
a summons.

Friday, November 25, a Scotch
Plains resident reported that while
she was at a business in Westfield an
unknown suspect stole her prescrip-
tion medication.

Saturday, November 26, Brenda
Titus, 41, of Newark was arrested on
an outstanding Maywood traffic war-
rant, subsequent to a traffic stop on
Mountain Avenue just into
Mountainside. She was transported
to police headquarters, processed and
released after posting $254 bail.

Saturday, November 26, police re-
ceived a report of a residential bur-
glary on the 600 block of Willow
Grove Road that occurred between
3:30 p.m. on November 25 and 7:30
a.m. on November 26. The residence
was vacant at the time one or more
suspects forced open the front door
to commit the burglary, which re-
sulted in the theft of $59,000 worth
of jewelry and $750 in cash and mis-
cellaneous items.

Sunday, November 27, Guillermo
Suarez, 76, of Elizabeth was arrested
and charged with driving while in-
toxicated (DWI), pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop at West South and Palsted
Avenues. He was processed and held
for 12 hours per John’s Law.

Sunday, November 27, Fabiola
Nieto, 34, of Roselle was arrested
and charged with DWI, pursuant to a
motor vehicle stop at Stanley and
Saint Marks Avenues. Nieto was pro-
cessed and released to a responsible
individual and additionally was
charged with three counts of driving
while intoxicated with a minor in the
vehicle.

Monday, November 28, Fadi
Hamade, 32, of South Plainfield was
arrested pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop at West North Avenue and
Charles Street on an outstanding
Clifton traffic warrant with bail of
$500. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released
after posting the full cash bail.

Tuesday, November 29, Joie
Tortorello, 26, of Garwood was ar-
rested at the Union Police Depart-
ment on an outstanding Westfield traf-
fic warrant, with $500 bail. Tortorello,
who also had a Woodbridge criminal
warrant, with $4,180 bail, and a New-
ark traffic warrant, with bail of $350,
was later turned over to the
Woodbridge Police Department.

Tuesday, November 29, police re-
ceived a report of credit card fraud on
the 300 block of Cherokee Court.
The victim reported that an unknown
suspect had gained access to his ac-
count numbers and made fraudulent
purchases.

Wednesday, November 30, Kieran
Cline, 23, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana, pursuant
to an investigation on the 200 block of
Massachusetts Street. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where he
was processed and released with a man-
datory court date.

Wednesday, November 30, Isaia
Navarro, 30, of the Bronx, N.Y. was
arrested pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop at North and Hetfield Avenues on
a Totowa traffic warrant, with $220
bail. He was released on his own recog-
nizance by the Totowa Municipal Court.

CRANFORD
Monday, November 28, Rodasia

Crenshaw, 21, of Roselle was arrested
and charged with hindering apprehen-
sion and contempt of court. During a
Pedestrian Safety Enforcement De-
tail, a 2004 Hyundai was stopped at
the intersection of Springfield Avenue
and Doering Way for failing to yield to
a pedestrian. Authorities said
Crenshaw provided police with a false
name. She was arrested, processed
and charged with hindering her appre-
hension after it was determined that
she had active warrants out of Tinton
Falls and Glen Ridge Municipal
Courts. Crenshaw was released pend-
ing a Municipal Court appearance.

Monday, November 28, Clauzenei
DosSantos, 40, of Linden and Tiago
Andrade, 23, of Newark were arrested
on charges of possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana and
possession of paraphernalia, after a
motor vehicle stop at the intersection

of Myrtle Street and Park Avenue for
an equipment violation. DosSantos
and Andrade were processed and re-
leased pending a Municipal Court
appearance. DosSantos was issued
motor vehicle summonses for failing
to maintain lamps and having a con-
trolled dangerous substance (CDS)
in a motor vehicle.

Tuesday, November 29, Kelvin
Vinan, 21, of Newark was arrested on
charges of possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana and
possession of paraphernalia, after a
motor vehicle stop at the intersection
of Springfield and North Union Av-
enues for an equipment violation.
Vinan was processed and released
pending a Municipal Court appear-
ance, and also was issued motor ve-
hicle summonses for possessing a
CDS in a motor vehicle and failing to
maintain lamps.

Wednesday, November 30, An-
thony S. Merola, 19, of Cranford was
arrested on charges of possession with
the intent to distribute (marijuana),
possession of marijuana over 50
grams, possession with intent to dis-
tribute within 1,000 feet of a school
and possession of prescription pills,
after a month-long investigation.

Friday, December 2, James Fey, 69,
of Astoria, N.Y. was arrested and
charged with unlawful possession of
a weapon after police responded to
the area of Cherokee Road on a report
of a suspicious motor vehicle. Offic-
ers located a loaded shotgun inside
the vehicle. The driver, identified as
Fey, was arrested, processed and is-
sued a Superior Court appearance.

Friday, December 2, Lori Hastings,
49, of South Plainfield was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) after police responded to
the area of North Union and Elizabeth
Avenues on a report of a motor vehicle
accident. Following an investigation
at the scene police determined that
Hastings was DWI. She was arrested,
processed and released to a friend
pending a Municipal Court appear-
ance. Hastings also was issued motor
vehicle summonses for DWI, failure
to submit to breath testing, careless
driving, driving with a suspended li-
cense, failure to exhibit documents
and unsafe lane change.

Friday, December 2, Kelly Brunson,
42, of Linden and Wiley Mayfield, 30,
of East Orange were arrested on
charges of possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana, pos-
session of prescription pills (Percocet)
and possession of paraphernalia, after
a motor vehicle stop at the intersection
of Centennial Avenue and Hayes Street
for an equipment violation. The driver,
identified as Brunson, and passenger,
Mayfield, were both arrested, pro-
cessed and released pending a Supe-
rior Court appearance. Brunson also
was issued motor vehicle summonses
for unclear plates and having a CDS in
a motor vehicle. A juvenile was ar-
rested in this incident as well, and
subsequently turned over to a parent.

Saturday, December 3, Grace
Landi, 30, of Carteret was arrested
and charged with hindering appre-
hension and contempt of court after a
motor vehicle stop at the intersection
of Raritan Road and Moen Avenue
for an equipment violation. Follow-
ing an investigation at the scene, po-
lice arrested a passenger, identified
as Landi, after she provided the of-
ficer with a false name. Landi was
processed and subsequently turned
over to the Kenilworth Police De-
partment on an active warrant. She
also was issued a summons for fail-
ing to wear a seatbelt.

Sunday, December 4, Fuqran L. Wil-
liams, 38, of Newark was arrested and
charged with possession of a controlled
dangerous substance (heroin), posses-
sion of paraphernalia and contempt of
court after a motor vehicle stop at the
intersection of Centennial Avenue and
Hayes Street for an equipment viola-
tion. Following an investigation at the
scene, police located heroin inside the
vehicle. Williams was processed and
released after posting bail on an active
Cranford warrant. Williams was is-
sued motor vehicle summonses for
driving with a suspended license, op-
erating a motor vehicle with high
beams activated and possessing a CDS
in a motor vehicle.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Wednesday, November 23, Thara

R. Townes, 30, of Newark was ar-
rested on multiple outstanding war-
rants after a motor vehicle stop.

Saturday, November 26, Shaonda
D. Telfor, 26, of Jersey City was ar-
rested after a motor vehicle stop on
an outstanding warrant.

FANWOOD MOVING SALE

8 Saville Row
Fri 12/9 - Sat 12/10 10am-3pm
Oak Dining Set, Sofa,
Chairs, Rugs, Lamps, Beds,
Dressers, Art, Books, Kitchen,
China, Picnic, Patio, Garden &
HouseTools, Indoor Plants,
Two 15ft Albacore Sailboats w/
Trailers, Sails and More!

Please no early birds!
For pics: DovetailsUSA.com

FOR SALE BY OWNER

OPEN HOUSE
SUN 12/11, 11AM - 2PM

36 Wareham Ct, Scotch Plains
2 Master BdRms, 2.5 Baths

Everything brand new, $460,000.

WESTFIELD OFFICE TO SUBLET

Ideal for Therapists, Psychologists
Social Workers & Marriage
Counselors Counseling Room,
Waiting Room and Restroom.
Private Parking and Street Parking.
Available as of October 1st, 2016
(908) 265-0784 or (908) 232-6118

ASIAN ANTIQUES WANTED

All Other Antiques Welcome.
High Prices Paid for Asian Antiques
North Plainfield Antique Gallery
1006 RT22 E. North Plainfield, NJ
Ask for Joseph (973) 641-8053

EXPERT  MATH  TUTOR

AP-certified, veteran HS math tu-
tor specializing in calculus and
precalculus. Master's, very expe-
rienced, patient, excellent results.
Please call Mel: (732) 603-9521

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF PENDING BOND ORDINANCE

The Bond Ordinance published herewith was introduced and passed upon first reading
at a meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Fanwood, New Jersey, held on
December 5, 2016. It will be further considered for final passage after public hearing
thereon at a meeting of said Borough Council to be held at the Municipal Building, 75 North
Martine Avenue, in said Borough on December 19, 2016 at 7:00 o’clock p.m. and during
the week prior to and up to and including the date of such meeting, copies of said Bond
Ordinance will be made available at the Clerk’s Office to the members of the general
public who shall request the same.

ELEANOR MCGOVERN
BOROUGH CLERK

ORDINANCE 16-19-S

BOND ORDINANCE AMENDING BOND ORDINANCE NUMBER 16-01-S
FINALLY ADOPTED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH
OF FANWOOD, NEW JERSEY ON MARCH 7, 2016

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, IN THE COUNTY OF UNION, NEW JERSEY (not less than two-thirds of
all the members thereof affirmatively concurring), AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The Bond Ordinance of the Borough Council of the Borough of Fanwood,
in the County of Union, New Jersey (the “Borough”) entitled “Bond Ordinance Providing
An Appropriation Of $965,000 For Various Capital Improvements For And By The
Borough Of Fanwood In The County Of Union, New Jersey And, Authorizing The Issuance
Of $489,250 Bonds Or Notes Of The Borough For Financing Part Of The Appropriation”
finally adopted on March 7, 2016 (the “Ordinance”) is hereby incorporated by reference
in its entirety.

Section 2.  Sections 3(a)(1) and 3(a)(4) of the Ordinance is hereby amended in its
entirety as follows:

Appropriation Estimated Period
and Estimated Maximum Amount of

“Improvements Cost of Bonds or Notes Usefulness
1. Various road improvements $650,000 $218,500 20 years
including but not limited to Madison Avenue,
including curbs and sidewalks, milling and paving, including
all work or materials necessary therefor or incidental thereto.

4. Streetscape on South Avenue 200,000 190,000 15 years
between Martine Avenue and Terrill Road,
 including all work or materials necessary
therefor or incidental thereto.

The Ordinance is hereby further amended by deleting the reference of 17.90 years for
the useful life and substituting in lieu therefor 16.94 years.

Section 3.  The capital budget of the Borough is hereby amended to conform with the
provisions of this ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency herewith. The resolutions
in the form promulgated by the Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended
capital budget and capital program as approved by the Director of the Division of Local
Government Services is on file with the Clerk and is available there for public inspection.

Section 4.  This Section 4 constitutes a declaration of official intent under Treasury
Regulation Section 1.150-2.  The Borough reasonably expects to pay expenditures with
respect to the Improvements prior to the date that the Borough incurs debt obligations
under this Bond Ordinance.  The Borough reasonably expects to reimburse such
expenditures with the proceeds of debt to be incurred by the Borough under this Bond
Ordinance.  The maximum principal amount of debt expected to be issued for payment
of the costs of the Improvements is $489.250.

Section 5.  All other provisions of the Ordinance shall remain unchanged.
Section 6.  This amendatory bond ordinance shall take effect twenty days after the first

publication thereof after final adoption as provided by Local Bond Law.
1 T - 12/08/16, The Times Fee: $102.00

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
NO. 16-18-R

AN ORDINANCE OF THE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD,
COUNTY OF UNION, AND
STATE OF NEW JERSEY,
AMENDING THE LAND USE
ORDINANCE OF THE BOR-
OUGH OF FANWOOD TO IM-
POSE A MANDATORY AF-
FORDABLE HOUSING SET-
ASIDE REQUIREMENT

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on December 5, 2016.

This Ordinance shall take effect immedi-
ately after final passage and publication as
required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 12/08/16, The Times Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
NO. 16-17-R

AN ORDINANCE OF THE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD,
COUNTY OF UNION, AND
STATE OF NEW JERSEY,
AMENDING THE LAND USE
ORDINANCE OF THE BOR-
OUGH OF FANWOOD TO
REQUIRE A MANDATORY
AFFORDABLE HOUSING
SET-ASIDE IN THE COMMER-
CIAL CORRIDOR (CC) DIS-
TRICTS

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on December 5, 2016.

This Ordinance shall take effect immedi-
ately after final passage and publication as
required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 12/08/16, The Times Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
NO. 16-10-R

AN ORDINANCE OF THE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD,
COUNTY OF UNION, AND
STATE OF NEW JERSEY,
AMENDING CHAPTER 280 OF
THE FANWOOD BOROUGH
CODE REGARDING VE-
HICLES AND TRAFFIC

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on December 5, 2016.

This Ordinance shall take effect immedi-
ately after final passage and publication as
required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 12/08/16, The Times Fee: $18.87

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
NO. 16-15-R

AN ORDINANCE OF THE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD,
COUNTY OF UNION AND
STATE OF NEW JERSEY,
AMENDING AND SUPPLE-
MENTING CHAPTER 184 OF
THE BOROUGH CODE, EN-
TITLED “LAND USE” TO UP-
DATE PROVISIONS ASSOCI-
ATED WITH AFFORDABLE
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT
FEES

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on December 5, 2016.

This Ordinance shall take effect immedi-
ately after final passage and publication as
required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 12/08/16, The Times Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
NO. 16-16-R

AN ORDINANCE OF THE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD,
COUNTY OF UNION AND
STATE OF NEW JERSEY,
AMENDING AND SUPPLE-
MENTING CHAPTER 105 OF
THE BOROUGH CODE, EN-
TITLED “AFFORDABLE
HOUSING” TO ADDRESS
THE REQUIREMENTS OF
THE NEW JERSEY FAIR
HOUSING ACT AND THE NEW
JERSEY UNIFORM HOUSING
AFFORDABILITY CONTROLS
AS THEY PERTAIN TO COM-
PLIANCE WITH MUNICIPAL
AFFORDABLE HOUSING
OBLIGATIONS

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on December 5, 2016.

This Ordinance shall take effect immedi-
ately after final passage and publication as
required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 12/08/16, The Times Fee: $27.03

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
NO. 16-14-R

AN ORDINANCE OF THE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD,
COUNTY OF UNION, AND
STATE OF NEW JERSEY,
AMENDING CHAPTER 61,
ARTICLE IX OF THE
FANWOOD BOROUGH CODE
REGARDING THE
BOROUGH’S MUNICIPAL
HOUSING LIAISON

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on December 5, 2016.

This Ordinance shall take effect immedi-
ately after final passage and publication as
required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 12/08/16, The Times Fee: $20.91

Synagogue Plans Weekend
For Scholar-In-Residence
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SHOPPERS’ DELIGHT...The Franklin Elementary School Parent Teacher Or-
ganization invites the community to attend a holiday shopping event on Monday,
December 12, from 2 to 8 p.m. in the school gymnasium located at 700 Prospect
Street. Clothing, jewelry, kids’ accessories, custom gifts, stationary, sports items
and more will be featured.  This fun event will support Franklin School. Pictured
are Franklin students Griffin Shoulder, Jake Ben-Hayon and Brody Linenberg.

Saint Peter's Prep
Announces Honor Roll

Wardlaw-Hartridge Students
Return to Civil War Times

7th Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll

Taylor Addis, Jakob Ayala, Kaity
Bai, Marlena Bartlett, Lauren
Bloch, Leo Carle, Margaret Cassidy,
Phoebe Chadowitz, Emily Cheng,
Norah Chinn, Ella Conover, Micaela
Cortese, Alec Crispino, Anna
D’Angelo, Lilyana Demerdjieva,
Jackson Derman, Christopher
Desousa, Alexa Diziki, Caroline
Donnelly,Alfonoso Ferrara, Dylan
Ferraro, Margaret Ferris, Ryan
Friedberg, Charles Garretson, Ryan
Gruters, Russell Gurland, Lindsey
Hamlin, Avery Hoeft, Katherine
Hoerle, Amaechi Ijoma, Siena
Jabon, Ella Johnson, Sara Kaplan,
Kelsey Katt, Asher Katz, Josiah
Kim, Katelyn Kim, Grace Klag,
Catherine Korins, Chloe Kreusser,
John Lanza, Alice Lisak, Chelsea
Little, Madison Little, Matthew
Lynch, Natalie Manzo, Arden
Meyer, Bridget Mooney, Lydia
Murray, Kyra Paternoster, Jack
Percival, William Powell, Jacob
Root, Gavin Roth, Joshua Sacher,
Chloe Sarrazin-Boespflug, Jonathan
Schaeffer, David Schuster, Kevin
Shao, Meredith Shepherd, Thomas
Smith, Aidan Supranowitz, Jack
Taylor, John Tedesco, Olivia Terry,
Remy Waldman, Jacob Watson,
Ciara Weber, Jason Yang.

7th Grade
Honor Roll

Jordyn Ament, Steven Angeli,
Matias Arbelaez, Murad Assadi, Ja-
son Aurigemma, Roan Baker, Blake
Baretz, Alexa Bebel, Adrien Bekker,
Mateo Beltran, Julia Berman, Lucia
Biasi, Hayley Bloch, Brooke
Bradford, Aidan Brennan, Owen
Carolan, Emma Channell, Anastacia
Ciaccio, William Cladis, Rebecca
Coelho, Joseph Compton, Michael
Constantinou, Ava Coustan,
Adelaide Cummings, Nicholas Dec,
Marco Del Pizzo, Emily DiSarno,
Maia Dragowski, Shane
Edmondson, Alexander Elghoul,
Katherine Evans, Maxwell
Feldman, John Fischer, Duncan
Foster, Elise Fox, Matthew Fuccillo,
Kevin Gao, Gracie Gigantino,
Jonathan Giglio, Sydnee Goulet,
James Haley, Evan Hammer,
Sabrina Harrison, Mackenzi
Higgins, Christopher Iacoponi,
Jordyn Ives, Luke Jacobs, Kate
Johnson, Mia Johnson, Aidan
Kearney, Caitlin Kearney, Pierce
Kelly, Sarah Kennedy, Gianna
Kerivan, Katherine Kim, Teagan
Kocaj, Kieran Koenke, Mason
LaConti, Lucy Langhart, Christina
LaPera, Michael LaPera, Logan
Lenner, Yuxin Lin, Lance
Linenberg, David Link, Avery
Longstreet, Jianna Marino, Sarah
Martin, Andrew McCabe, Evan
McNamara, Reilly Melvin, Ethan
Messerman, JP Meyo, Daniel
Michel, Daniel Morariu, Dylan
Murphy, Anand Nair, Angela
Nazzaro, Audrey Nelson, Ella
O’Brien, Meghan O’Connor,
Alexandrea Pace, Margaret
Paladino, Richard Panikiewsky,
Carsyn Parmelee, Courtney Pinkin,
Jonah Plawker, Erin Raftery, Colin
Redmond, Aiden Reed, Gracyn
Reed, Daniel Riccardi, Emma Riley,
Dylan Rossin, Aidan Royce, Ryan
Rubel, Andrew Salvato, Megan
Sandstedt, Lucas Schreiner, Zoe
Sherman, Alyrie Silverman,

Honor Roll
Roosevelt Intermediate School - 1st Marking Period

Samantha Smith, Samantha Smok,
Charlie Stock, Kelly Sullivan,
Alexander Taaffe, Isabel Thomp-
son, Ryan Van Allen, Riya Varkey,
Alessandra Verga, Eric Webb, Frank
Wietry, Anna Wunderle, Peter
Youssef.

8th Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll

Isabella Albano, Noah
Autmezguine, Alison Bachman,
Ashleigh Bahadur, Aidan Berman,
Ryan Borak, Isabel Boufarah,
Annabella Buontempo, Bianca
Cammarano, Lily Ceraso, Jed
Cohen, Maeve Colllins, Benton
Cummings, Andrew Cunningham,
Adam Dunaief, Emily Duncan,
Olivia Ebel, William Fischer,
Nicolas Gambello, Andreas Gesser,
Liam Glenn, Sean Glenn, Yasmeen
Habayeb, Katherine Hamilton,
Emma Hanley, Sean Hazard, Will-
iam Heflin, Elizabeth Herz,
Samantha Hoffmann, Rebecca
Horvath, Jessica Isser, Sophie
Kamenetsky, Meredith Kean,
Laurajane Kehler, Emily Klag,
Madeleine Learner, Caroline Maher,
Chester Maz, Julia McGann, Finn
McGurn, Kathryn McHugh, Mat-
thew Meixner, Sophia Nazzaro,
Heather O’Hern, Jillian Omberg,
Sophia Rossetti, Samantha Salz,
Thomas Savorgiannakis, Caroline
Schafer, Brooke Scheuermann,
Chloe Shanebrook-Wein, Justin
Shen, John Spellman, Brianna
Stewart, Hailey Stogner, Samantha
Surks, Cassandra Szaro, Naia Tan,
Eva Terry, Jeremy Thompson, Kayla
Turnof, Natalia Vollaro, Lindsay
Wang, Benjamin Zakharenko

8th Grade
Honor Roll

Alain Alkorta, Maggie Aslanian,
Kyle Azzaretto, Nicholas Barbella,
Jack Barsa, Kaitlin Bavaro, Aidan
Bertsch, Matthew Blake, Alexandra
Blancato, Emily Braterman,
Alexandra Brennan, Ellie Brown,
Henry Brown, Margaret Burke,
James Bushell, Tess Caherly, James
Calcagno, Alexa Cassiba, Alexander
Cha, Laura Channell, Benjamin
Colucci, Maxwell Cozzini, Sally
Crandall, Evan Cronin, Macey
Cullen, Conor Curry, Aidan Dailey,
Gianna Davis, Jaclyn Dencker,
Alexander Di Maria, Charlotte
Dursee, Rileigh Ferguson-Hewson,
William Fiorentino, Kate Fishman,
Aidan Fitzpatrick, Nathaniel Foun-
tain-Jardim, Olivia Galdi, Brynn
Gama, Allison Gambrino, Kareena
Gandhi, Shannon Garguilo, Ryleigh
Gildea, Holden Grantz, Grace
Greenwood, Mia Grogan, Matthew
Gruters, Isabella Guggino, Eliza-
beth Healy, Casey Heintz, Allie
Hinkel, Megan Hinkel, Jacob
Holtzman, Jordan Horowitz, Luke
Jacobello, Jackson Jordan, Zaria
Katz, Jonathan Keenan, Wil Kehler,
Noam Kelner, Jack Kiely, Christo-
pher Kirby, Russell Kobrin, Alexa
Kopolow, Brendan Kotiga, Dylan
Kronick, Daniel Laide, Meghan
Lambert, Kathryn Leary, Jack
Lehavi, Maya Levitt, Eliza Lox,
John Luerssen, Sean Maher,
Gabrielle Manganello, Morgan
Mason, Daniel Matin, Robert
McIntyre,Aidan McLane, Lila
McMahill,  Henry Meacock,
Zachary Mendelson, Daniella
Miedrzynski, Matthew Miller, Liam
Mooney, Jessica Moore, Matthew
Moran, Kevin Moriarty, Juliette
Mueller, Isabel Nolan, William
O’Hagen, Angela Panikiewsky,
Chloe Pappalardo, Sara Perlin, Aus-
tin Peterson, Erin Petrie, Andrew
Pink, Thomas Pinto, Mack
Prybylski, Declan Quinn, Jade
Radice, Sarah Rappoport, Ryan
Richter, Aimee Riley, Michael
Riordan, Owen Romano, Julia
Saltzstein, Eleanor Sanderson,
Claudia Santangelo, Alexandra
Savin, Joshua Saxon, Juliana
Schuttevaer, Daniel Schweiger,
Matthew Shinners, Maya Simpson,
Lanie Stock, Molly Stogner, Mat-
thew Storms, Braden Stryker, Colin
Summers, Victoria Toal, Brandon
Tso, Catherine Valencia, Meredith
Valentine, Maya Varkey, Barnabas
Veres, Alexia Vieites, Rachel
Vinnelrod, Isabella Wolff, Sebastian
Wroe, Edward Zucker.

EDISON – On Monday, Novem-
ber 21, 11th Grade U.S. History
classes from The Wardlaw-
Hartridge School in Edison trav-
eled to Gettysburg National Mili-
tary Park for a one-day Civil War
field trip.  The trip was made pos-
sible, in part, by a $1,500 Field Trip
Fund Grant from the Civil War Pres-
ervation Trust, which provides fund-
ing and assistance to teachers who
are planning field trips to Civil War,
War of 1812, or Revolutionary War
battlefields or related historic sites.

Students started their day by learn-
ing about the Pre-Civil War era, the
Election of 1860, and key events
leading up to the Battle of
Gettysburg through a short film.
They then viewed a sound and light
show inside the Cyclorama, a 360-
degree cylindrical painting (22 feet
high) that depicts Pickett’s Charge.
Students also toured the museum,
which contained many artifacts, let-
ters, and interactive exhibits.

The highlight of the day was the

extensive, guided bus tour around
the Gettysburg Battlefields and the
Gettysburg National Cemetery.  An
added bonus to the experience was
that the tour guide was alumnus
Frederick Wieners '70. Mr. Wieners
was an incredibly knowledgeable and
engaging guide. He shared many de-
tails about the Battle of Gettysburg
students could not have learned oth-
erwise. Students were able to envi-
sion Pickett's Charge, observe the
details of many monuments, stand at
the top of Little Round Top, and
walk among the graves of fallen sol-
diers inside the National Cemetery.

Eduardo Martinez of Scotch Plains
said, "The soldiers' mentality was
very interesting to learn about, con-
sidering death was imminent and they
almost all had families.”

Priya Golding of North Plainfield
said, "I realized I could spend a
whole day in there and not even see
everything. I was so intrigued and
interested, that I would definitely
consider visiting again.”

JERSEY CITY – James C.
DeAngelo, ’85, Principal of Saint
Peter’s Prep in Jersey City, has
announced that the following local
residents earned honor roll status
and other academic awards for the
second marking period of 2016-
2017:

Cranford:  Lucas Coleman, '17,
James Paradiso, '18, Andrew Tobin,
'18, James Anderson, '19, Timothy
Garcia, '19, and Liam Concannon,
'20 earned First Honors.  Michael
Larkin, '17, Matthew Baldowski,
'18, Marek Wlodarski, '18, and
Patrick Keenaghan, '19 earned Sec-
ond Honors.  Honorable Mention
was attained by John Curran, '18,
Luis Espinal, '18, Jacob Quinones,
'19, and Andrew Schmutter, '20.

Fanwood:  Liam Christman, '19
earned First Honors and Aidan
Christman, '20 earned an Honor-
able Mention.

Mountainside:  Connor McGee, '17,
Keith Schmidt, '18, and Kyle Hess,
'19 earned Second Honors.  Honor-
able Mention was attained by Tho-
mas Hannan, '18 and Jay Post, '20.

Scotch Plains:  Theo MacMillan,
'17, Sean FitzGibbon, '18, and
Ethan MacMillan, '20 earned First
Honors.  Matthew Coyne, '18,
Aidan Guarnuccio, '20, and Sean

Ryan, '20 earned Second Honors.
Honorable Mention was attained
by Kyle Kelly, '17 and Brendan
McEwen, '17.

Westfield:  Stuart Callinan, '17,
Jackson Tennant, '17, Simir Coo-
per, '18, Brendan Kane, '18, Mark
Lovito, '19, and Colin Elliott, '20
earned First Honors.  Daniel
Manganello, '17, Owen Heim, '18,
Aidan Lezynski, '19, Nicholas
Manganello, '19, Andrew Cherry,
20, Brian Mikovits, '20, Michael
O'Neill, '20, Jack Riley, '20, and
Kevin Tierney, '20 earned Second
Honors.  Honorable Mention was
attained by Angus Applegarth, '17,
William Slaski, '18, Christian Della
Rocco, '19, Patrick Johnston, '19,
Matthew Preite, '19, Timothy Rosa,
'19, Salvatore Imbornone, '20,
Stephen Jennings, Jr., '20, and Pe-
ter Munkittrick, '20.

First Honors is awarded to stu-
dents with an average of A or higher
(4.0) and no grade lower than a C.
Second Honors is awarded to stu-
dents with an average at or above
the midpoint between A and B+
(3.7) and no grade lower than a C.
Honorable Mention is awarded to
students with an average of B+ or
higher (3.5) and no grade lower
than a C.

Wardlaw Team Caps
Season at 5K Race

EDISON – The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison Girls on the Run
Team braved the blustery elements of
the coldest autumn day by completing
its season ending 5K run in Somerville
on November 20. The girls, in grades
three to five, finished the race after
being guided by their coaches in train-
ing and other bonding activities
throughout the past two months.

Coaches Erin Maciorowski, Lower
School Technology Integrator, and
Nicole Nolan, Upper School humani-
ties teacher, finished second and third
in their age group, respectively. Third-
grade student Ryan Maciorowski,
running alongside his mom, also fin-
ished second in his age group.

Local Athletes Compete for
SUNY Cross Country Team
ONEONTA, N.Y. –  Local students

were among the 25 student athletes
who competed for the SUNY Oneonta
women's cross-country team during
the recently completed Fall season.

Emily McBain, a Dietetics major
from Westfield, competed in three
meets this Fall and posted a personal
best 6K time of 24:41 at the Geneseo
Invitational.

Meghan O'Dwyer, a Sociology ma-
jor from Westfield, competed in five
meets this Fall and posted a personal
best 6K time of 23:48 at the Paul
Short Invitational at Lehigh.

The team competed in nine meets
this Fall and finished second at the
SUNYAC Championships. The team
finished second at the NCAA Atlantic
Region Championships and qualified
for its fourth straight NCAA champi-
onship where they finished seventh.

A liberal arts institution with a strong
focus on undergraduate research and
service learning, SUNY Oneonta con-
sistently gains recognition for deliver-
ing excellence and value. SUNY
Oneonta enrolls 6,000 students in its
70 undergraduate majors and 14 gradu-
ate programs.

Photo courtesy of Susan M. Dougherty
CAROLING CHORALE...Members of the Westfield High School Chorale, an
elite auditioned group of singers, perform Christmas songs a cappella at the
Presbyterian Church in Westfield on Friday night. The group entertained at the
yearly all-church Christmas dinner hosted by Presbyterian Women.

Scotch Plains Public Library
Reveals Book Club Dates

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library has announced
the meeting dates for its monthly book
clubs.

The Evening Book Club will meet
on Monday, December 12, at 7 p.m., to
discuss “The Paris Architect” by
Charles Belfoure. In 1942 Paris, gifted
architect Lucien Bernard accepts a
commission that will bring him a great
deal of money — and maybe get him
killed. But if he is clever enough, he
will avoid any trouble. All he has to do
is design a secret hiding place for a
wealthy Jewish man, a space so invis-
ible that even the most determined
German officer will not find it. He
sorely needs the money, and outwit-
ting the Nazis who have occupied his

beloved city is a challenge he cannot
resist.

The Afternoon Book Club will meet
on Tuesday, December 20, at 1 p.m.,
to discuss “The Children Act” by Ian
McEwan. Fiona Maye is a High Court
judge in London presiding over cases
in family court. She is fiercely intelli-
gent, well respected and deeply im-
mersed in the nuances of her particu-
lar field of law. Often the outcome of
a case seems simple from the outside,
the course of action to ensure a child’s
welfare obvious. But the law requires
more rigor than mere pragmatism,
and Fiona is expert in considering the
sensitivities of culture and religion
when handing down her verdicts. But
Fiona’s professional success belies
domestic strife.

All programs are free and open to
the public. For more information on
the library’s book clubs, go to
scotlib.org, e-mail library@scotlib.org,
call (908) 322-5007, extension no.
204, or stop by the library’s Reference
Desk. The library is located at 1927
Bartle Avenue, one block from Park
Avenue, in the center of the township.
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POPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORN

One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Moonlight
Illuminating
4 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

The DNA of everything that is wrong,
sad and perplexing about race relations
in the U.S. is poetically discerned and
illuminated in filmmaker Barry
Jenkins’s Oscar-worthy Moonlight. Mr.
Jenkins ingeniously utilizes the low-
budget, art house look of his sociologi-
cally profound film about a young black
man’s journey in ghettoized America to
personalize the tale without the least bit
of affectation. It is storytelling in our
best, lyrical tradition, ripping open
barely sealed wounds in its engrossing
proof that there’s nothing like the real
truth to get your attention.

In the slums of Miami, in an indeter-
minate near-past that implies the infi-
nite stagnancy of such hopelessly for-
gotten locales, preadolescent Little
hides from his bigger contemporaries.
He’s been tormented since his first steps
on the cruel roads that he must traverse
in order to get to school. Every day
brings the same horror…pain inflicted
by bullies for their own self-aggran-
dizement. He is marvelously portrayed
by Alex Hibbert, who skillfully uses
mime to underscore his fear of talking,
lest he say something that brings him
yet more undeserved, inexplicable pun-
ishment.

It is utterly horrible to contemplate a
childhood so deprived of the joys,
dreams and life-affirming adventures
that most American children pretty much
take for granted. Thus we are somewhat
heartened when Juan, the local pusher
man and not the kind of fellow you want
to mess with, takes Little under his
wing. Sympathetically played by
Mahershala Ali, he is a study in ambi-
guity, the definitive portrait in hypoc-
risy, the uneasy result of Darwinian
necessity at odds with humanity’s at-
tempt to free itself from the rule of the
jungle.

One need not be a psychologist to
sense that there’s a pattern at work here,
one almost as indelibly powerful as the
forces of nature it is struggling to tem-
per. Though it’s hard to imagine, this
hulking presence, who takes Little to
luncheonettes, teaches him to swim in
the nearby ocean he’s hardly ever seen,
and expounds about self-actualization
in the face of seemingly impossible
odds, was perhaps once a bit like Little.
In any case, for now at least, Juan and
his pretty girlfriend, Teresa (Janelle
Monáe), provide a modicum of sanctu-
ary for the kid.

You see, there’s not much help at
home. There’s no talk at all of a dad, and
Paula, his mom, sensationally acted by
Naomie Harris is, to put it bluntly, a
crack whore, and all that that entails.
That’s scene #1 of the script written by
Barry Jenkins, inspired by playwright
Tarell Alvin McCraney’s In Moonlight
Black Boys Look Blue. A fade out and

fade in, stylishly managed to intone the
tragedy of ill-fate and destiny at work,
opens scene #2 with the 16-year-old
protagonist, now called by his real name,
Chiron, being terrorized by the high
school toughs.

Dramatically outlining the forces that
nurture this evil, Mr. Jenkins puts forth
a clinically astute treatise on bullying,
remarkably wrapped in his photo-real-
istic fiction to mesmerizing effect. Un-
less you are perversely sympathetic to
what causes this national shame of deni-
gration to each new generation, you are
mortified by the villainy. We anguish.
What to do, what to do? What about all
the real Chirons in every city, town and
hollow, living in constant fear, robbed
of their childhood, bereft of horizons or
great expectations, with hardly a soul to
advocate for them?

Scene #3 brings a surprise. Intro-
duced to the adult Chiron, we find out
what might happen when this terrible,
repetitive pattern goes unchecked. I
can’t tell you who and what he is
now…only that you’ll rub your eyes in
disbelief for a second, uncertain as to
whether or not you’re witnessing a flash-
back. Now referred to as Black, con-
summately played by Trevante Rhodes,
this third permutation of a life shaped
by the forces of poverty, prejudice and
ignorance picks up on a theme alluded
to earlier in the story.

It is a subtlety among the ferocity, a
nod to the human heart and that univer-
sal longing oft referred to as love.
Framed in this context, it is at once
frightening and romantic, yet all the
same a positive paean to the common-
ality of our species. But you knew it was
there all the time, shamefully hidden
away amidst the Sturm und Drang of
those mean streets, hinted at but not
daring to be expressed for fear it would
evoke a sentimentality that might mark
you weak and “soft.” Jenkins pulls this
precious element from the miasma as if
to prove the hope it holds.

Spoken for the most part in African-
American Vernacular English, which
effectively stresses the more than tacit
racial segregation that forms our gerry-
mandered land of good and plenty, as
well as the evil swept under the carpet,
Little/Chiron/Black’s story is a micro-
cosm of a greater dynamic. Scary when
you consider that recent election results
suggest a renewed apathy to these
uniquely American problems, Moon-
light shines a harsh light on the fact that
151 years after the Civil War’s conclu-
sion, we’ve still barely scratched the
surface of true and noble Reconstruc-
tion.

***
Moonlight, rated R, is an A24 release

directed by Barry Jenkins and stars
Mahershala Ali, Alex Hibbert, Naomie
Harris, Ashton Sanders and Trevante
Rhodes. Running time: 111 minutes.

Choral Art Society - Leads
Messiah Community Sing

WESTFIELD – The Choral Art
Society of New Jersey will lead a
Messiah Community Sing in Saint
Helen’s Church in Westfield at 1600
Rahway Avenue, accompanied by
organ played by the previous Music
Director James S. Little, at 7 p.m. on
Saturday, December 10.

The Messiah Community Sing is a
Westfield area tradition, and a way
to kick off the holiday season. Audi-
ence members are invited to bring
scores, or borrow one of ours at the

door, and join in the singing of cho-
ruses, or simply come to listen.

Martin A. Sedek, musical direc-
tor, will conduct the Handel orato-
rio. A donation of $10 will be ac-
cepted at the door. For information
about the Messiah Sing or Choral
Art Society of New Jersey, visit
website at www.casofnj.org, or call
(855) 946-7652.

Holiday Poetry Reading and
Reception on December 17th

TO NARNIA...The cast and crew at The Wardlaw-Hartridge (W-H) School in
Edison entertained their audience during a weekend run of The Lion, the Witch
and the Wardrobe with two performances on November 18 and 19. This production
appealed to all ages. Leading players included senior Carlin Schildge of Westfield,
who was performing in her final W-H play, juniors Hannah Yates of Piscataway,
Steven Bessette of Scotch Plains, Thomas Borner Du Cane of Plainfield and CJ
Stueck of Scotch Plains, and freshmen Kallie Schildge of Westfield and Shane
Kornecki of Colonia.

FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series and Tiferet Journal invite
the public to take a break from the
hustle and bustle of this festive season
to attend a special holiday reading and
reception in celebration of Tiferet’s 2016
print issue launch.

The free event will take place on
Saturday, December 17 from 3 to 5
p.m. in the Kuran Arts Center on Watson
Road in Fanwood.

Featured readers will include, Cat
Doty of Boonton), Nancy Lubarsky of
Cranford, John McDermott of Cranford,
Priscilla Orr of Hamburg, Bob
Rosenbloom of Bound Brook, Basil
Rouskas of Long Valley, and Donna
Baier Stein of Bernardsville. Adele
Kenny, Fanwood’s Poet Laureate,
Tiferet’s poetry editor, and the Carriage
House Series director, will emcee.

John McDermott’s poem, “Census
2016,” is published in this issue and
was the 2016 Carriage House Poetry
Prize winner in a contest sponsored by

the Fanwood Shade Tree Commission
and the Carriage House Series.

Founding publisher Donna Baier
Stein established Tiferet 12 years ago
and the journal is both nationally and
internationally known for the high qual-
ity of the literature it publishes. Authors
who have appeared in Tiferet over the
years include, among numerous others,
Robert Pinsky, a three-term U.S. Poet
Laureate; Charles Simic, a Pulitzer Prize
winner; Gerald Stern, a Wallace Stevens
Award winner; Mark Doty, who won a
National Book Award; Dorianne Laux,
a Paterson Prize recipient; Maria
Mazziotti Gillan, an American Book
Award winner, and BJ Ward, who won
the Pushcart Prize.

A reception and refreshments will
follow the featured reading, and the
afternoon will conclude with an open
mic. All who attend are invited to bring
poems of their own to read.

For information and directions, call
(908) 889-7223.

FCC Art Gallery Features
Howard Nobuo Horii

Yuletide by Candlelight  to
Feature Crescent Singers

Historical Soc. Lunch Tells
Of Colonial Beaver Trade

PLAINFIELD – To celebrate the
holiday season, candlelight and car-
ols will greet concertgoers when they
enter the Crescent Avenue Presbyte-
rian Church in Plainfield on Sunday,
December 11 at 5 p.m. The Crescent
Singers offer the public a free pro-
gram of Christmas music from the
medieval to the modern, from tradi-
tional to the unusual. For 44 years the
annual “Yuletide by Candlelight” con-
cert has been performed in the glow
of candles warmly illuminating the
gothic splendor of the Crescent Av-
enue Presbyterian Church sanctuary.
The sound of hand bells and the strains
of hymns are heard as the singers
process in the darkened nave to the
chancel that is adorned with Christ-
mas wreaths.

This much anticipated event marks
the debut of conductor, Clifford
Parrish, with the Crescent Singers.
Mr. Parrish is also artistic director of
Crescent Concerts as well as conduc-
tor of the Crescent Choral Society.

“Yuletide by Candlelight” features
the renowned voices of the Crescent
Singers, many of whom are well
known to the community. The pro-
gram also features familiar carols sung
by the entire audience. The free con-
cert is open to all and tickets are not

required. Crescent Concerts offers
this program of joyful music to kick
start the Christmas season. Surround-
ing communities are encouraged to
hear the Crescent Singers as they raise
their voices in holiday songs for the
whole family.

Crescent Avenue Presbyterian
Church is located at 716 Watchung
Avenue (Watchung Avenue at East
Seventh Street) in Plainfield. There is
ample free parking behind the church
on First Avenue, which connects to
the church via a lit pathway.

James and The Giant Peach,
The Musical Flies into CDC
CRANFORD – James and the Gi-

ant Peach, The Musical is coming to
the CDC Theatre just in time to usher
in the Holidays. CDC Theatre in
Cranford, New Jersey’s oldest, con-
tinuously operating. James and the
Giant Peach, The Musical runs from
Friday, December 9, through Sunday,
December 11, at the theatre’s home at
78 Winans Avenue in Cranford.

Based on the book James and the
Giant Peach by Roald Dahl and fea-
turing a wickedly tuneful score by the
Tony Award-nominated team of Pasek
and Paul (Dogfight and A Christmas
Story the Musical) and a curiously

quirky book by Timothy Allen
McDonald (Roald Dahl’s Willy
Wonka, The Musical Adventures Of
Flat Stanley), critics rave James And
The Giant Peach is a “masterpeach.”

Additional information and tick-
ets can be found by visiting
www.cdctheatre.org. Funding has
been made possible in part by the
New Jersey State Council on the
Arts, Department of State, a part-
ner agency of the National Endow-
ment for the Arts, through a grant
administered by the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs.

WESTFIELD – Kenneth G. Ward
is the speaker and his topic will be the
‘Colonial Beaver Trade’ in the late
16th and 17th century.

This presentation is part of the
Westfield Historical Society’s (WHS)
First Wednesday Luncheon and will
be held on Wednesday, January 4 at
noon at the Echo Lake Country Club.

In Dutch times the Westfield area
was a known habitat for beavers, with
a significant portion of the economy
reliant on beaver pelts during the early
colonial period. Mr. Ward has spoken
to many groups over the years regard-
ing the importance of beavers to the
region, and how it shaped the rela-
tionship between the European set-
tlers and the Native-Americans.

Mr. Ward has over 40 years of
business and civic experience mostly
related to Union County, with a focus
on historical societies throughout the
county. He served as the secretary of
the Elizabethtown Historical Foun-

dation, secretary of the New Jersey
Historical Society, president and vice-
president of the Historical Society
Elizabeth and vice-president of the
Westfield Chapter of Sons of the
American Revolution.

To attend the luncheon,  make a
reservation by calling Mary Orlando
at (908) 233-2930 by noon on Mon-
day, January 2. The luncheon fee is
$30 for historical society members
and $35 for non-members and in-
cludes a three- course meal, coffee or
tea and a gratuity. Westfield Histori-
cal Society memberships will also be
available at the luncheon.

Echo Lake Country Club is at 515
Springfield Avenue, Westfield. For
Echo Lake County Club dress code
information, visit http://
www.echolakecc.org.

For more information on the
Westfield Historical Society events,
visit http://
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org.

Public Invited to a
Free Winter Concert

WESTFIELD – The Musical Club
of Westfield invites the public to a free
concert to be held Wednesday, Decem-
ber 14 at 1:30 p.m. at the First Baptist
Church of Westfield, located at 170
Elm Street. There will be a reception
immediately after the concert when
audience members will have the oppor-
tunity to meet the performers.

The concert opens with Marie
Danièle Mercier on the pipe organ.  Ms.
Mercier will begin with Nun Komm,
Der Heiden Heiland by Johann
Sebastian Bach, continue with La
Nativité composed by Jean Langlais,
and complete her selections with Jean-
Jacques Beauvarlet-Charpentier’s Récit
de flûte and his Noël en Grand-Choeur.

Pianist Carolle-Ann Mochernuk pre-
sents the second portion of the concert
on the Club’s 122-year-old Steinway.

Ms. Mochernuk will play Moment
Musical Op. 16, No. 5, Étude-Tableau
Op. 33, No. 8 and Étude-Tableau Op.
39, No. 1, all by composer Sergei
Rachmaninoff.

The program will finish with a selec-
tion of holiday songs performed by
soprano Elsa Hahn accompanied by
pianist Beverly Shea.  Included will be
“Winter Wonderland,” “A Feast of
Lights,” “The Little Road to
Bethlehem,” “Mary’s Boy Child,”  “In
the Bleak Mid-Winter,” “Jingle Bell
Swing,” “Jesus’ Lullaby,” “Nuttin’ for
Christmas” and “The Christmas Waltz.”

The Musical Club of Westfield is a
501(c)(3) non-profit organization in its
101st year, whose mission is to foster
and encourage good music, to provide
performance opportunities for mem-
bers and invited guests.

WESTFIELD – Prints of the water-
colors of former Westfield resident
Howard Nobuo Horii, who passed
away a year ago this month, are cur-
rently on display in the art gallery at
The First Congregational Church, 125
Elmer Street in Westfield.

The watercolors themselves are fea-
tured in the award-winning book Truth
in the Rivers written by Howard’s
brother-in-law Bruce Hopkins. Pub-
lished in 2013 by Ice Cube Press,
Truth in the Rivers is a collection of
essays, poetry and Howard’s artwork
over the years, including his paintings
depicting the internment camp in  Ari-
zona where he and his family were
relocated during World War II after
being uprooted from their home in

California following Pearl Harbor.
Recently, Truth in the Rivers was
named a silver medalist in the 2016
Living Now Evergreen Book Awards,
which noted that “human resilience,
determination in the light of adversity,
and the human ability to sustain the
creative voice in spite of adversity
runs throughout all the stories.”

After the war, Howard moved to
New York where he continued his art
and studied architecture, and went on
to practice architecture in New Jersey
and New York for 50 years, and to
teach in the construction and facilities
management department at Pratt Insti-
tute in New York for 44 years. Howard
was a resident of Westfield for nearly
20 years.

Dreamcatcher Brings
The Neighborhood to

the Livingston Library
LIVINGSTON – Dreamcatcher

Repertory Theatre, a professional the-
atre located in Summit, will bring a
concert reading of their original mu-
sical, The Neighborhood, to the
Livingston Library on Sunday, De-
cember 11 at 3 p.m.

The performance will be at the
Livingston Library, located at 10 Rob-
ert Harp Drive.  Parking is available
in the adjacent parking lot, and the
facility is wheelchair accessible.  The
program is free of charge, and no
reservations are necessary.

For information on any of
Dreamcatcher Repertory Theatre's
programs, visit
www.dreamcatcherrep.org.
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Author Tami Charles Literally and
Figuratively Seems Like Vanessa

HOLIDAY JOY...Marisa Minogue (back row, left), and her students from Washington Elementary School Chorus
will join David Wroe, New Jersey Festival Orchestra and The Three Holiday Tenors (Limmie Pulliam, Kevin Ray
and Codey Austin) this Saturday, December 10, at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield, to present "Home for
the Holidays," a family festival of symphonic pops and wintertime favorites. Maestro David Wroe said, “Our
program is a vessel for children, parents, grandparents and friends -- indeed the entire community -- to come
together through music at this unique time of the year.”Tickets are $28 to $76 for adults and there is a special
discount price of only $15 for students in Kindergarten through 12th grade. Tickets are also available for the
Festival Orchestra’s New Year’s Eve musical celebration. This year’s performance, On The Town, is a revue of
American musical theater classics from stage and screen and features renowned guest vocalists direct from the
Broadway stage and beyond. Special discounts are available for children under 18. The concert starts at 7p.m. and
ends at 9 p.m.  Patrons are advised to purchase tickets well in advance as this concert has been a sell out for the
past five years. Tickets for both concerts are available on line at www.njfestivalorchestra.org. Tickets may also
be purchased by calling (908) 232-9400 or visiting the office at 224 East Broad Street, Westfield. Gift certificates
are also available.

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY – When Vanessa Will-
iams crooned, “Dreamin’” to a sold-
out crowd on November 25 at
Rahway’s Union County Performing
Arts Center (UCPAC), Tami Charles
had to pinch herself. Ms. Charles, a
Colonia resident, isn’t just a fan of the
performer and former Miss America.
Her life has changed because of
Vanessa Williams. “This is a lifelong
dream of mine,” Ms. Charles said just
before the show started.

That’s because she has not only
followed the TV and movie star/
singer’s career, but has written a
Young Adult novel that is scheduled
to be published in the spring of 2018
about a young girl named Vanessa
Martin who emulates Vanessa Will-
iams. “When I was growing up watch-
ing the Miss America Pageant on TV,
there weren’t any contestants who
looked like me. That is until in 1983,
when I saw Vanessa Williams win,”
explained Ms. Charles who is also
African-American. As a teenager, the
former Tami Peters competed in the
Miss New Jersey Pageant, a prelimi-
nary to Miss America and made a
name for herself as a stunning opera
singer.

Her debut book, Like Vanessa, is
the first of a two-book contract with
Charlesbridge Publisher as an-
nounced in Publishers Weekly. The
main character in Like Vanessa is a
13-year-old African American girl
growing up in Newark who struggles
with an absent mother, a disengaged
father and her sense of self in 1983
Newark. When the fictional Vanessa
enters her school’s beauty pageant,
her father and the “cool” girl in her
school let her know she doesn’t be-
long on stage.

“When I wrote the novel, I knew
that Vanessa Williams would be a
theme throughout the story,” Ms.
Charles said in an interview with The

Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. Having
grown up in the Ironbound section of
Newark, Ms. Charles looked to the
superstar as a role model and so does
her character Vanessa. “Pageants
opened my eyes to possibilities for

me,” Ms. Charles explained. Because
of her participation in the pageant
system over multiple years, as a teen,
she concentrated on her academics,
developed her natural vocal talents
and participated in countless hours of
community service. Through those
efforts, she won scholarship money
that allowed her to go to college.

Ms. Charles has now taken what
she calls “a pause” from her 14-year
career of teaching elementary school
to concentrate on her writing career.
“I've always enjoyed writing, ever
since I was a little girl,” she said. “My

mom saved boxes of stories that I
wrote and illustrated. As a writer, my
talents grew, as an illustrator, not so
much.”

She joined two organizations that
she credits helping her get her start:
Women Who Write and the Society

of Children's Book Writers and Illus-
trators. “These two organizations have
connected me with critique groups to
guide me. I have them to thank for
equipping me with the tools I needed
to land my fabulous agent, Lara
Perkins of the Andrea Brown Liter-
ary Agency.

After the concert, Ms. Charles
met Ms. Williams and gave her an
unofficial copy of the manuscript.
When she heard her role model’s
words, “I’m looking forward to read-
ing it,” she said it was a dream come
true.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HERE SHE IS...Star of movies, TV, Broadway and Miss America 1983 Vanessa
Williams sings to a sold-out crowd at Union County Performing Arts Center in
Rahway. It was author Tami Charles' lifelong dream to present the star with the
YA adult book she wrote with her in mind.

www.chelseaseniorliving.com

The Chelsea at Fanwood invites you to a

Holiday Open House
Thursday, December 15th

4:00 - 6:30 PM

RSVP to 908-654-5200 by Dec. 13th and receive FREE holiday cookies!

Visit our Assisted Living and Independent Living communities!

295 SOUTH AVENUE

FANWOOD, NJ 07023

Make Your Reservations NOW!
Buy tickets online at www.NJFestivalOrchestra.org 

or call at 908-232-9400

DAVID WROE  MUSIC DIRECTOR AND CONDUCTOR

Celebrate the Season with 
New Jersey Festival Orchestra
Celebrate the Season with 

New Jersey Festival Orchestra

HOME
HOLIDAYS

FOR
THE

featuring

THE THREE
HOLIDAY TENORS

 LIMMIE PULLIAM

KEVIN RAY

CODY AUSTIN

SATURDAY December 10 at 7pm 
The Presbyterian Church, Westfi eld, NJ

SUNDAY December 11 at 3pm 
The Concert Hall, Drew University, 
Madison, NJ

A family festival of symphonic pops 
and wintertime favorites guaranteed 
to make the season merry.

TICKETS 
$28 – $76  
students $15

SATURDAY December 31 at 7pm
Westfi eld High School Auditorium, Westfi eld, NJ

TICKETS $40 – $70  Kids under 18 $20

ON THE
TOWN

NEW YEAR’S EVE A cabaret-style celebration of Broadway 
classics for the entire family, featuring 
soloists direct from the Broadway stage.

• Mailed to subscribers with the printed newspaper • Provided to stores • Attached to the online edition each Thursday

ATTENTION LOCAL BUSINESS OWNERS: Did You Know You Can
Insert Your Pre-Printed Advertisement into the Leader/Times?

Ideal for Targeting Your Audience! Go to goleader.com/presskit/insert for more information.



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-1  Thursday, December 8, 2016

goleader.com/ballyhoo

BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo
Submit commentary and items for publishing.

Email to ballyhoo@goleader.com

See & Subscribe at
goleader.com/ballyhoo

l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Injuries to key individuals
throughout the season presented
added responsibility on the de-
fense, especially the defensive
front four plus one, but it also
opened a door of opportunity for
others to step up, and they did in
the second meeting between top-
seeded, undefeated Bridgewater-
Raritan and second-seeded, un-
defeated Westfield for the North
2, Group 5 Championship at

MetLife Stadium on December 3.
As they had in their 10-7 victory
over the Panthers last year, the
Blue Devil defensive front four
swarmed with a sack-attack ram-
page and received spectacular
assistance from their lineback-
ers and secondary to secure a
15-13 victory.

Many, but not all, seemed to be
aware that the Blue Devils’ of-
fense had been without the ser-
vices of key running backs Matt
Varano (co-captain) and Ishmael
Glasco (also defensive back) for
the last half of the season. Senior

wide receiver/place kicker Mike
Moriarty also missed the past
two games but did suit up to kick
extra points and field goals if
necessary.

Senior linemen Owen Kessler,
Jeff Gagum and Nick Maher and
junior Jake Vall-Llobera, along
with senior Kyle Dombrowski and
linebackers Jacob Dayon, Shea
Elliott, Connor Scanlon and Drew
Ortiz played important roles in
five sacks, along with several no
gains, of crafty Panther quarter-
back Nick Attanasio and multiple
throws for losses of running back
Dave Usewick. But more heroes
emerged in the backfield with
the coverage of Ben Kelly, Adam
McDaniel, who had a pair of in-
terceptions including one for a

touchdown, and Steve Barden.
The 11-1 Panthers totaled 132

yards on the ground and 73 yards
in the air. Attanasio totaled 56
yards rushing on nine carries,
including a 50-yard touchdown
run, in the first half and thanks to
four keys sacks only 18 yards on
nine carries in the second half.
Usewick finished with 51 yards
on 16 carries but did cash in on a
desperation pass with a 25-yard
touchdown reception in the fourth
quarter.

The 12-0 Blue Devils also
struggled on offense due to a
very mobile Panther defense.
Senior quarterback Phil Martini
completed five of nine passes for
38 yards but did have a key 29-
yard run that set up a 28-yard
field goal by Moriarty. The run-
ning game yielded 135 yards on

34 carries and junior running
back Juandre House collected 78
of them on 19 carries.

The Blue Devils’ longest drive
of the game came on their sec-
ond series when they moved the
ball from their own 31 on 11
plays, including Martini’s 29-yard
run, to the 11. Moriarty then
kicked his 28-yard field goal with
1:58 left in the first quarter.

On the Panther’s next posses-
sion, intense pressure forced
Attanasio to scramble but Gagum
jarred the ball loose and Maher
pounced on it at the BrH2O 12.
Four played later, Vall-Llobera,
with good lead blocking from
Dombrowski and Jake Kaplan, in
addition to a good push from
linemen Max Schwetje, Brett
Spass, John McCauley and Jor-

McDANIEL GETS 2 INTERCEPTIONS, 1 FOR TD; ‘D’ LINE SACK ATTACK, ‘VALL’ 3-YD TD RUN

Blue Devils Sack BrH2O, 15-13 for Group 5 Football Crown

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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dan Barham, scored from the
three. After the point after failed,
Westfield had a 9-0 lead with
10:26 left in the half.

“I don’t play running back much
but every time we play goal line
I’m in there with my two great
fullbacks. I put my head down

and I get in the end zone and
they block incredibly well. I barely
had to do anything. I just walked
right in there,” Vall-Llobera ex-

plained.
In less than two minutes,

Attanasio answered with a 50-
yard touchdown run to make the

score 9-7. Late in the quarter,
the Panthers recovered a
Westfield fumble at the BrH2O

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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32-yard line. But on the very first
play, McDaniel read Attanasio’s
eyes, picked off his pass near the
40 and sprinted to pay dirt with

1:50 on the clock. The point after
failed leaving Westfield with a 15-
7 lead. Just before the half, the
Panthers threatened but McDaniel

made a leaping interception of
Attanasio’s “Hail Mary” pass at
the Westfield six-yard line.

“All week we were practicing

key on No. 8. [Ricky Tate] That
was their biggest target. I saw
him go for the hitch and I just
jumped on it and took it to the

house,” McDaniel explained. “And
the other one, I saw it go up and
I was keying on him and just

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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went for it.”
The sack attack amped up in

the second half, beginning
Kessler, Dayon and Maher pres-
suring Attanasio and with
Gagum’s seven-yard sack fol-
lowed by his two-yard throw for
a loss. On the first play of the
fourth quarter, Attanasio was
under intense pressure again but
managed to get a push pass to
Usewick, who galloped 25 yards
for the touchdown. A two-point
run attempt failed when Elliott
and a gang of Blue Devils pushed
Attanasio out at the one.

Kessler had a three-yard sack
and Gagum added another throw
for a loss midway through the
quarter but they saved the best
for last. As time was running out,
Kessler squashed Attanasio for a
nine-yard sack then the whole
front four plus linebackers sealed
the deal with a massive sack on
fourth down deep in Panther ter-
ritory.

“Since last year in the state
game when I got a sack, I have
been thinking about how this
year we are going to come back

to MetLife again. This whole sea-
son we kept saying MetLife!
MetLife! MetLife! And be relent-
less because, at the end of the
day, it’s my high school last game
and all the seniors’,” Gagum said.

“Obviously we knew that we

were playing a great team. We
knew they haven’t forgotten
about last year. It was a motiva-
tor for both of us. We knew that
No. 5 [Attanasio] was a great
player. We knew he has a lot of
potential. He’s the heart and soul

of Bridgewater, so we had to
really go out there and perform,”
Maher said. “Everyone put it on
the line for us. It showed that
when it came down to it, the
defense is really special. We band
together when time gets tough
and perform together.”

“Of course they did,” added
McDaniel. “That’s our backbone
of the defense. These boys did
everything for us this year. As a
team, we handled business. Two
back-to-back!”

“It was awesome! We knew the
offense struggles with all these
injuries. We knew the defense

had to step up and we all stepped
up. Jeff had a h*!! of a game. Had
a few sacks. Nick, Vall played
well. And when we needed to, we
came up big,” Kessler said.

“Our defensive backs, Steve
Barden, Ben Kelly all year even
when Ish [Glasco] went down
were doing a great job all year.
We are so happy to get this ‘W’ “,
McDaniel said.

“I told you two weeks ago that
we practice like we are at MetLife
every week. And I told you that
we were going to come here and
win this game. And we did ex-
actly that and dominated,” Vall-
Llobera reminded.

“It’s been an incredible journey
to go back-to-back. I’m having a
hard time believing it,” Maher
expressed. “It’s just extraordi-
nary!”

“The feeling is amazing to come
back to MetLife Stadium and get
a repeat and finish up as seniors.
It’s a blessing, honestly. It’s hon-
estly a blessing,” Gagum ex-
pressed.

Westfield   3 12   0   0 15
BrH2O-Raritan   0   7   0   6 13
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Blue Devils ‘Sack’ Bridgewater-Raritan, 15-13, for North 2, Group 5 Grid Crown

More photos next page
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Blue Devils ‘Sack’ Bridgewater-Raritan, 15-13, for North 2, Group 5 Grid Crown

See photos by Charles Mulrooney and

Laura Ortiz on following  pages
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Blue Devils ‘Sack’ Panthers, 15-13, for Group 5 Grid Crown – photos by Charles Mulrooney

More photos next page



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-8  Thursday, December 8, 2016

goleader.com/ballyhoo

Blue Devils ‘Sack’ Panthers, 15-13, for Group 5 Grid Crown – photos by Charles Mulrooney

More photos next page
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Blue Devils ‘Sack’ Panthers, 15-13, for Group 5 Grid Crown – photos by Charles Mulrooney

Laura Ortiz photos next page
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Blue Devils ‘Sack’ Panthers, 15-13, for Group 5 Grid Crown – photos by Laura Ortiz

More photos next page
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Blue Devils ‘Sack’ Panthers, 15-13, for Group 5 Grid Crown – photos by Laura Ortiz



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-12  Thursday, December 8, 2016

goleader.com/ballyhoo

Blue Devils ‘Sack’ Panthers, 15-13, for Group 5 Grid Crown – photos by Laura Ortiz

More photos next page
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Blue Devils ‘Sack’ Panthers, 15-13, for Group 5 Grid Crown – photos by Laura Ortiz

More photos next page
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Blue Devils ‘Sack’ Panthers, 15-13, for Group 5 Grid Crown – photos by Laura Ortiz
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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
HOLIDAY HORSEPOWER...The Cranford Junior Woman’s Club hosted its
annual Home for the Holidays House Tour on Sunday, December 4, from noon
to 4 p.m. when it showcased four of the finest homes in Cranford. One of the
homes on the tour featured a working garage with sports cars and motorcycles.

Trinity Church Parking Lot Hearing
To Continue in Late February

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The zoning board
of adjustment postponed a hear-
ing on Monday regarding the ap-
plication to expand Trinity Epis-
copal Church and Day School
parking lot until late February
while further analysis is com-
pleted following concerns from
residents.

The application has been pend-
ing for what Joseph Triarsi, Trin-
ity Church’s attorney, said has
been “over a year and a half.”
Robert F. Simon, an attorney
representing residents of
Hamilton Avenue, Arlington
Road, Sylvester Street and For-
est Avenue opposed to the appli-
cation, disagreed with Zoning
Board Attorney Nicholas

Giuditta’s legal opinion on
whether the objectors had ful-
filled a 20-day deadline to appeal
the variances approved for the
Trinity Church parking lot in pre-
vious meetings.

Mr. Simon declared the zoning
board, specifically Mr. Giuditta,
neglectful to the application fees
the residents had paid. Mr. Simon
denounced the process as unjust
and his client’s material facts
must be acknowledged. Mr.
Giuditta cited legal precedents
denouncing Mr. Simon’s legal
interpretation. Mr. Triarsi sug-
gested the 20-day appeal win-
dow precedent does apply in the
Trinity variance application and
was not met by Mr. Simon’s cli-
ents. The legal precedent was
reaffirmed by a unanimous board
vote. Mr. Simon suggested the

board should ethically listen to
comments from a concerned pub-
lic.

The board concurred to listen
to residents and denied they did
not properly notify Mr. Simon
and his clients about the
meeting’s agenda. A tumultuous
and confrontational beginning to
the meeting imbued in legal cita-
tion led to a positive dialogue
between Trinity Church’s repre-
sentation and agitated neighbor-
hood residents.

The residents Mr. Simon repre-
sents have invested tens-of-
thousands of dollars attempting
to deter Trinity Church from de-
veloping a parking lot. The lot
would be utilized by the church
for drop-offs for daycare, church
events, church staff, and other
activities. Mr. Triarsi, and Harbor
Consultants, the church’s engi-
neering firm, presented a pro-
posal for a paved commercial
lighted parking lot. The lot would
consist of 16 parking spaces,
eight-foot high lights, and would
be 7.8 feet from the edge of
Hamilton Avenue, compared to
21.87 feet required under town-
ship zoning laws with screening
provided for neighbors on
Hamilton Avenue, Sylvester
Street and Arlington Road. The
entrance and exit would be on
Hamilton Avenue and one addi-
tional paved parking space would
be located on the front lawn of
Hamilton.

The parking lot would increase
the paved area on the site by
over 1,000 square feet and a
retention basin would be re-
quired, according to past testi-
mony. There are already six park-
ing spaces available at the lot
and another space in the new
proposed lot would be used as a
turn around, so the gain would
be 10 parking spaces.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS...The Cranford Junior Woman’s Club hosted its
annual Home for the Holidays House Tour on Sunday when it showcased four of
the finest homes in Cranford. The Cranford High School Madrigal Choir
provided the entertainment for the afternoon. The club also offered a hospitality
house, offering baked delights with tea and cider. CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

SWEET SLEDS...Garwood Brownie Troop 40920 made 60 favors of candy sleds
for the Senior Group in Garwood and dropped them off at the Westwood in
Garwood for the senior Christmas party.
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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
PROUD SCOUTS...Cranford Girls Scouts Brownies Troop 40252 leads the
Cranford Township Committee in the Pledge of Allegiance at the committee’s
November 29th meeting.

Mr. Triarsi agreed that new
spots could be used by church
staff while the spots were not
restricted to staff only. Joseph
Bardzilowski, the church’s war-
den, voiced child safety, equi-
table parking for parishioners,
staff, and decreased congestion
on Hamilton Avenue as all posi-
tives for the project.

Trinity Church parents have to
drop their children off curbside
often parking for brief periods,
according to Mr. Bardzilowski.
Both the neighbors and church
advocates stated a need for child
safety, placing a premium on
the safest scenario for flow-of-
traffic interactions with children.
Mr. Triarsi stated that the
Cranford Police and Fire Depart-
ments concurred on the pro-
posed parking lot as sufficient in
improving traffic flow and child
safety.

Both Trinity advocates and ob-
jectors suggested traffic flow on
Hamilton at drop-off hours is
minimal in comparison to the
North Avenue side of the church.
Neighbors cited flooding, child
safety and accessibility, land-
scape design or its impact on
driver visibility, and parking lot
congestion as detractions re-
garding the parking lot proposal.

Dan Aschenbach, a former
Cranford mayor and chairman of
the Flood Advisory Board, wrote
a letter asking that the parking
lot be denied. Mr. Aschenbach, in
his letter, expressed concerns to
the chronic flooding at Hamilton
Avenue and Sylvester Street.

Lee Klein of Klein Traffic Con-
sultants, articulating residents
concerns, proposed one alterna-
tive to the parking lot, suggest-
ing placing a semi-circle like
driveway towards the North Av-
enue entrance. A second alter-
native was not fully discussed
and will be elaborated further at
the February meeting. Mr. Klein’s
plan would designate the
Hamilton Avenue side of the build-

ing as a new playground area.
Mr. Klein testified the interac-
tions between landscaping mod-
els surrounding the parking lot
would decrease driver visibility
and promote a clustered parking
lot interaction between children
and vehicles that would be un-
safe.

Board Vice-Chairman Robert
Bovasso said the next discussion
for the project may be voted on
by a different board when new or

existing members are appointed
in January.

“The board will be appointed in
January, but most likely should
be composed of the same indi-
viduals,” he said.

Board Chairman Ronald
Marrotta suggested the applica-
tion will not have to start over
and the new board will be briefed
with transcripts and will make an
astute decision on the applica-
tion.

St. Michael Church to Offer
Lessons and Carols Sunday
CRANFORD — The public is in-

vited to join in singing hymns
and carols of the Advent and
Christmas seasons this Sunday,
December 11, at 4 p.m., at St.
Michael Church.

The acoustics of the church will
resonate with a program featuring
the Atlas Brass Quintet, which will
join the Parish Adult Choir in choral
works of composers Michael

Praetorius, George Frederick
Handel and Pietro Yon. Favorites
“Carol of the Bells,” “O Holy Night”
and “Gesu Bambino” will be pre-
sented, along with the world pre-
miere of music director David
Bower’s “Christmas Choral Fanfare
and Introit for Brass and Choir.”

The St. Michael’s Children’s and
Handbell Choirs will perform the
traditional Advent and Christmas
works. Those at the service will
be invited to sing with the choir
familiar hymns and carols of the
Advent and Christmas seasons
including “O Come, O Come
Emmanuel,” “O Come All Ye Faith-
ful” and “Hark! The Herald An-
gels Sing.”

“Come join us in this beautiful
sacred space to herald in the joy-
ous season,” said Mr. Bower. St.
Michael Church is located at 40
Alden Street, Cranford, and may
be reached at (908) 276-0360.

Trinity Parking Lot Hearing to Continue in Feb.

Saint Peter's Prep
Announces Honor Roll

JERSEY CITY – James C.
DeAngelo, ’85, Principal of Saint
Peter’s Prep in Jersey City, has
announced that the following lo-
cal residents earned honor roll
status and other academic
awards for the second marking
period of 2016-2017:

Cranford:  Lucas Coleman, '17,
James Paradiso, '18, Andrew
Tobin, '18, James Anderson, '19,
Timothy Garcia, '19, and Liam
Concannon, '20 earned First Hon-
ors.  Michael Larkin, '17, Mat-
thew Baldowski, '18, Marek
Wlodarski, '18, and Patrick
Keenaghan, '19 earned Second
Honors.  Honorable Mention was
attained by John Curran, '18,
Luis Espinal, '18, Jacob Quino-
nes, '19, and Andrew Schmutter,
'20.

Fanwood:  Liam Christman, '19
earned First Honors and Aidan
Christman, '20 earned an Honor-
able Mention.

Mountainside:  Connor McGee,
'17, Keith Schmidt, '18, and Kyle
Hess, '19 earned Second Hon-
ors.  Honorable Mention was at-
tained by Thomas Hannan, '18
and Jay Post, '20.

Scotch Plains:  Theo MacMillan,
'17, Sean FitzGibbon, '18, and
Ethan MacMillan, '20 earned First
Honors.  Matthew Coyne, '18,

Aidan Guarnuccio, '20, and Sean
Ryan, '20 earned Second Hon-
ors.  Honorable Mention was at-
tained by Kyle Kelly, '17 and
Brendan McEwen, '17.

Westfield:  Stuart Callinan, '17,
Jackson Tennant, '17, Simir Coo-
per, '18, Brendan Kane, '18, Mark
Lovito, '19, and Colin Elliott, '20
earned First Honors.  Daniel
Manganello, '17, Owen Heim, '18,
Aidan Lezynski, '19, Nicholas
Manganello, '19, Andrew Cherry,
20, Brian Mikovits, '20, Michael
O'Neill, '20, Jack Riley, '20, and
Kevin Tierney, '20 earned Sec-
ond Honors.  Honorable Mention
was attained by Angus
Applegarth, '17, William Slaski,
'18, Christian Della Rocco, '19,
Patrick Johnston, '19, Matthew
Preite, '19, Timothy Rosa, '19,
Salvatore Imbornone, '20,
Stephen Jennings, Jr., '20, and
Peter Munkittrick, '20.

First Honors is awarded to stu-
dents with an average of A or
higher (4.0) and no grade lower
than a C.  Second Honors is
awarded to students with an aver-
age at or above the midpoint be-
tween A and B+ (3.7) and no
grade lower than a C.  Honorable
Mention is awarded to students
with an average of B+ or higher
(3.5) and no grade lower than a C.
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NO-SHAVE COPS....Twenty-three members of the Cranford Police Depart-
ment, ranging from the rank of captain to communications officer, participated
in “No-Shave November.” This is the second consecutive year in which Police
Chief James Wozniak encouraged his officers to partake in this event, which
supports cancer research and education.

CRANFORD
Monday, November 28,

Rodasia Crenshaw, 21, of
Roselle was arrested and
charged with hindering appre-
hension and contempt of court.
During a Pedestrian Safety En-
forcement Detai l, a 2004
Hyundai was stopped at the in-
tersection of Springfield Avenue
and Doering Way for failing to
yield to a pedestrian. Authori-
ties said Crenshaw provided
police with a false name. She
was arrested, processed and
charged with hindering her ap-
prehension after it was deter-
mined that she had active war-
rants out of Tinton Falls and
Glen Ridge Municipal Courts.
Crenshaw was released pend-
ing a Municipal Court appear-
ance.

Monday, November 28,
Clauzenei DosSantos, 40, of Lin-
den and Tiago Andrade, 23, of
Newark were arrested on
charges of possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana and possession of
paraphernalia, after a motor
vehicle stop at the intersection
of Myrtle Street and Park Av-
enue for an equipment viola-
tion. DosSantos and Andrade
were processed and released
pending a Municipal Court ap-
pearance. DosSantos was is-
sued motor vehicle summonses
for failing to maintain lamps
and having a controlled dan-
gerous substance (CDS) in a
motor vehicle.

Tuesday, November 29, Kelvin
Vinan, 21, of Newark was ar-
rested on charges of posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and pos-
session of paraphernalia, after
a motor vehicle stop at the in-
tersection of Springfield and
North Union Avenues for an
equipment violation. Vinan was
processed and released pend-
ing a Municipal Court appear-

ance, and also was issued mo-
tor vehicle summonses for pos-
sessing a CDS in a motor ve-
hicle and failing to maintain
lamps.

Wednesday, November 30,
Anthony S. Merola, 19, of
Cranford was arrested on
charges of possession with the
intent to distribute (marijuana),
possession of marijuana over
50 grams, possession with in-
tent to distribute within 1,000
feet of a school and possession
of prescription pills, after a
month-long investigation.

Friday, December 2, James
Fey, 69, of Astoria, N.Y. was
arrested and charged with un-
lawful possession of a weapon
after police responded to the
area of Cherokee Road on a
report of a suspicious motor
vehicle. Officers located a
loaded shotgun inside the ve-
hicle. The driver, identified as
Fey, was arrested, processed
and issued a Superior Court
appearance.

Friday, December 2, Lori
Hastings, 49, of South Plainfield
was arrested and charged with
driving while intoxicated (DWI)
after police responded to the
area of North Union and Eliza-
beth Avenues on a report of a
motor vehicle accident. Follow-
ing an investigation at the scene
police determined that Hastings
was DWI. She was arrested, pro-
cessed and released to a friend
pending a Municipal Court ap-
pearance. Hastings also was is-
sued motor vehicle summonses
for DWI, failure to submit to
breath testing, careless driving,
driving with a suspended license,
failure to exhibit documents and
unsafe lane change.

Friday, December 2, Kelly
Brunson, 42, of Linden and Wiley
Mayfield, 30, of East Orange were
arrested on charges of posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana, posses-
sion of prescription pil ls
(Percocet) and possession of
paraphernalia, after a motor
vehicle stop at the intersection

of Centennial Avenue and Hayes
Street for an equipment viola-
tion. The driver, identified as
Brunson, and passenger,
Mayfield, were both arrested,
processed and released pending
a Superior Court appearance.
Brunson also was issued motor
vehicle summonses for unclear
plates and having a CDS in a
motor vehicle. A juvenile was
arrested in this incident as well,
and subsequently turned over
to a parent.

Saturday, December 3, Grace
Landi, 30, of Carteret was ar-
rested and charged with hin-
dering apprehension and con-
tempt of court after a motor
vehicle stop at the intersection
of Raritan Road and Moen Av-
enue for an equipment viola-
tion. Following an investigation
at the scene, police arrested a
passenger, identified as Landi,
after she provided the officer
with a false name. Landi was
processed and subsequently
turned over to the Kenilworth
Police Department on an active
warrant. She also was issued a
summons for failing to wear a
seatbelt.

Sunday, December 4, Fuqran
L. Williams, 38, of Newark was
arrested and charged with pos-
session of a controlled danger-
ous substance (heroin), posses-
sion of paraphernalia and con-
tempt of court after a motor
vehicle stop at the intersection
of Centennial Avenue and Hayes
Street for an equipment viola-
tion. Following an investigation
at the scene, police located
heroin inside the vehicle. Will-
iams was processed and released
after posting bail on an active
Cranford warrant. Williams was
issued motor vehicle summonses
for driving with a suspended li-
cense, operating a motor ve-
hicle with high beams activated
and possessing a CDS in a motor
vehicle.

Santa History to Be
Seen Through Art

CRANFORD — The Friends of the
Cranford Public Library invite the
community to join Michael Norris,
Ph.D., as he traces the history of
Santa Claus on Wednesday, De-
cember 14, at 7:30 p.m., at the
Cranford Community Center.

Through centuries of art, much
of it now in East Coast museums,
Mr. Norris will explore how a
Turkish bishop evolved into one
of Christianity’s most beloved
saints. Then, in American art-
work, he will show how Nicholas
changes again...into Santa Claus.

Mr. Norris received his Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Classics
from the University of California
at San Diego and his Master of
Arts degree in Classics and Ph.D.
in Art History from the University
of California at Santa Barbara.
He spent 20 years at the Clois-
ters Museum and the Metropoli-
tan Museum of Art in New York.

The Cranford Community Cen-
ter is located at 220 Walnut Av-
enue. Admission to the program
is free and all are welcome. To
see other upcoming programs
sponsored by the Friends of the
Cranford Public Library, visit the
Cranford Public Library Web page
at cranfordlibrary.org.

Cranford Announces
Decorating Contest
CRANFORD — Cranford’s Sec-

ond Annual Holiday Decorating
Contest is underway, sponsored
by Cranford Community Con-
nection and the Cranford Rec-
reation and Parks Department.
Participants are asked to fill out
the registration form, which is
available online at
cranford.com/rec or at the
Cranford Community Center,
located at 220 Walnut Avenue.

Prizes will be awarded in the
following categories: Most Out-
rageous, Most Traditional, and
All-Around Favorite. Honorees
will receive a gift certificate to
a local establishment, as well
as a lawn sign designating their
home as a contest winner. A
committee will be put together
to vote. Winners will be an-
nounced on Thursday evening,
December 22.

Registration must be entered
by Friday, December 16. Par-
ticipants may e-mail their reg-
istration form to
recreation@cranfordnj.org or
drop it off at the Community
Center. For more information,
call (908) 709-7283.

Probitas Verus Honos
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