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SEVENTY FIVE CENTS

Garwood Council to Discuss
Applications for Vacancies
By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The borough received applications for open positions including municipal attorney,
labor attorney, tax appeal attorney,
contractual engineer, municipal court
prosecutor and municipal court public defender, Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma reported at Tuesday
night’s borough council meeting. Ms.
Ariemma stated that at least one candidate applied for every position and
asked the council if it would like to
conduct interviews with any of the
candidates.
“If it is someone we don’t know,
then we should interview them,” Coun-

cilwoman Ileen Cuccaro replied.
“I don’t see a need to interview
them,” Ms. Ariemma said. “They submit proposals and give you their rate.”
Councilman Joseph Sarno said he
recently read an article stating that
some municipal courts bring in approximately $100,000 a year in revenue. He said the potential candidates
for the municipal court positions could
be instrumental in adding revenue to
the borough and thought conducting
interviews would be beneficial.
Councilwoman Sara Todisco agreed
that it would be beneficial to interview
candidates for key positions and made
a motion to hold a special meeting on
Tuesday, December 20, to conduct the

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

THE BEST WAY TO SEE CRANFORD…Carriage rides were among the
popular activities Friday in Cranford as part of day-long festivities leading up to
the lighting of the township’s Christmas tree.

Lawyer Hired to Represent
Town In Suits by Stores

interviews.
Councilman James Mathieu was in
favor of holding interviews, and
thought they should be conducted at a
special meeting.
Due to the holiday season, Ms.
Todisco also asked Mayor Charles
Lombardo and the council to vote to
cancel the regularly scheduled meeting on Tuesday, December 27.
Mr. Mathieu said the regularly
scheduled meeting on December 27
should still be held. “I think it is irresponsible to leave the borough unrepresented,” he said.
The motion to cancel the December
27 council meeting and to hold a special meeting to conduct interviews on
December 20 was approved with a
vote of 3-3, with Mayor Lombardo
casting the tie-breaking vote. If the
governing body decides any candidate to be unsatisfactory, the council
will have until Tuesday, January 3,
when court sessions resume, to find
suitable candidates.
In other news, council members reported on the borough-wide traffic
calming efforts, including the “slow
down” signs that have been placed on
side roads. Police Chief Bruce
Underhill was thanked by council for
his efforts to reduce speeding. Chief
Underhill said a five to eight mile per
hour reduction in speed has occurred
as a result.
Councilman Sarno reported that 30
parking signs still need to be installed
as part of the first phase of the borough-wide parking project. Traffic
surveys and studies will be conducted
as part of the second phase to determine the location for the installation of
approximately 220 additional signs.
Council President Louis Petruzzelli
discussed painting a blue line down
the center of certain roads in support
of “our police.” Councilwoman
Todisco said she felt that painting a
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The township
committee authorized hiring an attorney to represent the township in
lawsuits brought on by 7-Eleven,
QuickChek, and most recently
Wawa, which are litigating against
the township for an ordinance that
does not allow convenience stores
to operate between midnight and 5
a.m. Schenck, Price, Smith and
King, LLP was awarded a contract
Tuesday night to not exceed $10,000
to provide general litigation services for prerogative writ action for
the township.
In August, the township committee passed an ordinance that amends
the hours of operation of the code to
not allow convenience stores and
gasoline stations that are located
within 200 feet of residential property to be open between midnight
and 5 a.m.
The committee introduced, by a
3-2 vote, an amendment to the general code that adds a chapter for tree
preservation. Commissioners

Patrick Giblin and Thomas H.
Hannen, Jr. opposed the ordinance.
This amendment supports the tree
advisory board’s recommendation
to put in place a law that enforces
the township’s desire to retain trees
and aid in flood management, as
well as keep track of trees that are
lost on personal property.
It is going to benefit our children
and our community down the road,”
Tree Advisory Board member Tina
Helmstetter said.
The committee’s introduction of
the ordinance, Tree Advisory Board
member Barbara Krause said, places
the township amongst “the forward
thinking communities” that have
passed similar ordinances.
About a half dozen residents attended the meeting to support pedestrian safety measures that were
recommended to the committee by
three residents. Lexington Avenue
resident George Gowen, with the
help of other residents, had dropped
leaflets off to residents’ homes
sparking a conversation about peCONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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HOLIDAY CHEER…Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky speaks during Sunday’s
Christmas tree lighting ceremony as Sherry Cronin, executive director of the
Downtown Westfield Corp., looks on. In background is the Westfield Community
Band, which played Christmas-themed music to get the crowd in the holiday spirit.
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FROM THE NORTH POLE…Santa and Mrs. Claus greet children during Sunday’s Christmas tree lighting ceremony in
Westfield.

Update Offered on Search
For Cranford Superintendent
By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Board of Education Vice President Lisa Carbone
updated the board on the quest to find
a new superintendent at the Cranford
BOE meeting on Monday night.
Ms. Carbone indicated that the two
scheduled 30-minute focus group
meetings with parents, teachers and
administrators was completed and that
“all the groups engaged in very good,
open dialogue.”
Participants at the meetings expressed similar concerns related to
what is expected of a new superinten-

Restaurant’s Request for
Vestibule Denied Again
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The owner of
Ambeli Greek Taverna, Christos
Zavolas, came before the township
committee’s Monday workshop session to show a revised, smaller design to an entry vestibule he proposed for the front entrance to his
restaurant. The committee concurred that other options should be
considered first.
“When the front door opens during the winter. Anyone who sits near
the door complains and says it’s
very cold,” Mr. Zavolas said.
He proposed adding a vestibule
on the corner of Alden Street and
North Union Avenue so the outside
air would not enter directly to the
restaurant, but in doing so would
encroach on the pedestrian walkway outside. Deputy Mayor Mary
O’Connor said her concern is pedestrian safety. “It is a highly traveled corner. It seems to me too small
an area,” she said.
Ms. O’Connor suggested a heavy
curtain placed inside the door way
to block the cold air from coming
in.
The proposed design would have
a six-foot clearance to the curb when
the door is ajar, Mayor Andis
Kalnins said. “There is more room
in front of the door than the sidewalk in the city,” Mr. Zavolas said.
The Cranford Downtown Management Corporation had recommended to not approve the design,
the committee said.
Adding a vestibule to the interior
would mean reducing his seating by
15. The restaurant now seats 48
people. This is the second time the
restauranteur has asked for a vesti-

bule and has been denied.
During the engineer report, Carl
O’Brien of Maser Consulting said
the work for the new baseball and
soccer field is scheduled to be completed in February and the synthetic
turf will be installed subsequently.
Two lighting designs were proposed
— for soccer only or for baseball
and soccer. If the township approves
it for soccer only, then baseball cannot be played at night, Mr. O’Brien
said.
The proposed tree ordinance was
discussed at length again, with questions still remaining from the committee. As discussed, the proposed
ordinance sets a $10 permit fee for
residents who are taking down a
tree, a licensed professional would
be required to take down a tree that
is 25 feet high or greater, and the
resident would either need to replace the tree with five trees or pay
$150 to be placed in a fund that
would be earmarked for plantings
of trees in the township. The permit
could be denied if by removing the
tree would have an impact on
stormwater management, erosion or
runoff, Commissioner O’Connor
said.
Tree Advisory Board member
Tina Helmstetter said, “The basis
of this ordinance was taken from
the ordinance Jackson Township has
set in place… This was upheld by
the state Supreme Court.”
Commissioner Thomas H.
Hannen, Jr. said he would not support the ordinance because “it is not
specific enough and leads too much
into interpretation.”
“I’m not sure the Township of
Cranford should be in the business
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

dent in the district.
Some of the things the district is
looking for as a whole, as relayed by
Ms. Carbone, are some experience
with teaching prior to administrative
experience, teaching experience on
both the elementary and high school
levels. They are also seeking someone who will offer visibility in all the
schools district-wide, a proven record
with collaboration, dialogue and the
ability to listen and experience with
technology and the ability to understand how technology can be used to
enhance the educational experience.
Moving forward Ms. Carbone made
it clear, “We will consider those qualities” while screening candidates for
the position.
In other business, board member
Billy Hulse briefed the board about
the new turf field. Mr. Hulse indicated to the board that the district had
gone out to bid and that the figures are
“within the budget.”
A ground-breaking ceremony is
tentatively scheduled for some time
in December and Mr. Hulse told the
board, “they want to have everything
done by March.”
Ms. Carbone reported to the board
that the district has been meeting with
the Cranford Police Department to
focus on homeland security issues at
over-populated local events in Cranford.

With security compromised in
towns as close as Linden, Seaside
Heights and the district of Chelsea
Heights near Atlantic City, Ms.
Carbone acknowledged it was time to
ask the question “how do we strike
the balance of safe guarding our community.”
“We are discussing instituting a
bag policy,” for larger events, Ms.
Carbone told the board, which could
involve a bag check or the prohibition of bags at such events.
Currently, according to Ms.
Carbone, the district and the police
force are “drafting some language for
a policy” in regards to such safety
issues that will be up for review as
early as December/January.
Marc Edery, principal of Orange
Avenue School, introduced Social
Studies teachers Melissa Pepe and
Dan Reppert and students Jasmine
Alvarez, Ronan Waters, Madelyn
Swanson and Grace Santomauro to
the board as they led a presentation
that offered “a look inside” at technology and integration at Orange
Avenue School.
“We’ve done a lot of training with
our staff and our kids have bought
into it big time,” Mr. Edery assured
the board.
Some of the programs the presenters spoke about were Padler,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD KIDS SMILE… Children enjoy hot chocolate and the sight of the lit
Christmas tree at the annual Garwood tree lighting event at Borough Hall
Saturday night.
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PROPERTY TAXES
TOO HIGH?
We saved property owners more
than $168,786 in taxes last year.
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Per Court Order, Board OKs
Subdivision on Cooper Road
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader

LOVING THE TURKEY…At the Turkey Trot 5-K Race in Tamaques Park, there
is plenty to do for children in having their faces painted for free by the Westfield
Community Club, getting temporary tattoos and posing with Mr. Gobble.

Garwood Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

blue line on roads was a “safety and
violation issue.” She continued by
stating that the unified traffic code
“does not say you can have a line, but
it doesn’t say you can’t have one
either.” Ms. Todisco called the blue
line “uncharted waters.” Putting up
banners to honor the police force in
lieu of painting the roadway was suggested and the council agreed to look
into that option.
Ms. Ariemma said that a rat issue
reported on Center Street was related
to a bird feeder. She recommended
keeping bird feeders at least five feet
off the ground.
Leaf pick up for the south side will
commence this week and will begin on
the north side on Monday, December
5. Leaves cannot be left loose at the
curb and should be bagged or left in a
container.
Santa and Mrs. Claus will make an
appearance this Saturday, December
3, at 11 a.m. at the borough library. Hot
chocolate and cookies will be served.
In other holiday news, the Celebrations Committee invited the community to participate in its holiday house
decorating contest. Registration is open
until Thursday, December 15. Judging
will be conducted on Friday, Decem-

ber 16, and winners will be announced
on Monday, December 19. Residents
can
register
at
garwoodcelebrations@garwood.org.
Councilwoman Todisco announced
that the Garwood Historical Society
received a grant from Union County to
convert 22 issues of “Gar-words,” a
World War II newsletter, into electronic form. The newsletters will be
available online and will be easily
searchable, she said.
Municipal Alliance Coordinator
Barbara Tweedle asked for the
council’s approval to put up signage
that reads “In Our Town, 21 Means 21
— Thank You for Not Providing Alcohol to Our Teens” throughout town.
Mayor Lombardo approved the
signage stating, “It is a simple project
that I think will make a statement.”
At the start of the meeting, Mayor
Lombardo presented Jess Moore with
a proclamation acknowledging her accomplishment of earning the Girl Scout
Gold Award. “I am very proud of you
and your family,” Mayor Lombardo
said. “It is a great honor.”
The next council meeting will be
held on Tuesday, December 20, at 7
p.m. in Borough Hall, located at 403
South Avenue.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader

A POST THANKSGIVING TRADITION…Hundreds of runners took part
Saturday in the traditional Westfield Turkey Trot 5-K race in Tamaques Park.

SHOPPING STARTS IN THE PAGES OF THIS NEWSPAPER

He knows
where to go
to get the

BEST

SCOTCH PLAINS — Ending a decade-long effort to subdivide his property, the planning board on Monday
approved a Cooper Road homeowner’s
application to subdivide his property
into three lots.
Vincent DeLisi had appeared before
the board on several occasions over the
years seeking a way to split up his
168,000-square-foot property at 1230
Cooper Road, with Mr. DeLisi and his
family continuing to reside in their existing home on the lot nearest to Cooper
Road while two new lots would be
created behind his rectangular-shaped
property.
To access the homes on the rear
lots, Mr. DeLisi was faced with two
options: build a public roadway along
the western edge of his property or
construct a common private driveway to serve the two new homes. The
first option would require that his
home be razed and rebuilt elsewhere
on the front lot to conform with local
zoning ordinances and setback requirements since the new street
would be considered a public roadway. It would also affect homeowners
whose houses face Ashbrook Drive
and whose rear yards abut the DeLisi
property. A new public roadway
along those neighbors’ backyards
could lead to an interpretation that
those backyards are actually second
front yards, meaning they could be
subject to a variety of zoning regulations such as placement of sheds and
pools.
In September 2015, the board rejected Mr. DeLisi’s subdivision application amid board concerns about the
ability of fire trucks and other emergency vehicles to safely access the proposed private driveway and neighbors’
fears that a new development would
vastly increase flooding on their properties. Mr. DeLisi appealed the board’s
decision and a state Superior Court
judge recently ordered Mr. DeLisi and
the planning board to come up with a
solution on their own.
At Monday’s four-hour hearing —
which ended minutes before midnight
— both sides were aware that the matter
would be resolved one way or the other
and that Mr. DeLisi’s property would
be approved to be subdivided. The
question was whether the board would
agree to Mr. DeLisi’s preference to
develop the two new properties as flag
lots — so named because the extended
driveway along one side connecting to
a square-shaped lot is shaped similar to
a flag atop a flagpole — or reject that in
favor of one that would mandate that a
public roadway be built instead.
Richard Cohen, Mr. DeLisi’s attorney, told the board that the judge, in
remanding the matter, had stated that
several issues needed to be explored,
including fire safety, locating the proposed driveway elsewhere on the property and measuring the impact of the
two new lots.
Engineer Thomas Quinn spent an
hour explaining the storm water management plan for the new lots as well as
the proposed landscaping that would
be put along the private driveway to
shield it from theAshbrook Drive properties. He also said that the new fire
truck being purchased by the fire department would allow for greater maneuverability on the proposed cul-desac. He told the board that positioning
the driveway at the eastern side of the
property would require “a lot more
work” since that end of the lot is at a
higher elevation, meaning there would

be no place to capture excess storm
water.
Professional planner James Watson
told the board there were other flag lots
in the neighborhood and that requiring
that a public roadway be developed
instead of a private driveway would
lead to “more disturbance” of the lots
— including razing the existing home.
The application calling for a driveway
“is a much less intensive” alternative,
he said.
Neighborhood residents who spoke
at Monday’s hearing expressed concerns mainly about fire safety and possible flooding on their properties. One
Ashbrook Drive resident called the flag
lot option an “obnoxious way of developing a property” while John Zerelli,
another resident, said his neighbors were
not in favor of a flag lot.
Board member Paulette Coronato,
long a foe of flag lots, did admit on
Monday that it “may be a better fit for
the area” since an 18-foot wide privately-maintained driveway, as opposed
to a 20-foot wide roadway, would maintain the “rural atmosphere” that remains prevalent in much of the south
side of town. She also cautioned that a
full-scale public roadway could mean
that Ashbrook Drive properties at some
point could see existing homes torn
down and replaced with new ones that
could front the new roadway, meaning
that the back yards would then face
Ashbrook Drive.
Robert LaCosta, Scotch Plains building and zoning official, said the option
calling for the private driveway would
have less impact than the plan that
included the roadway. Board Chairwoman Theresa Flood said it was the
“best plan for the neighborhood.” Board
member John Thompson was the sole
vote against the application among the
seven board members, saying that while
he saw positives and negatives in both
plans, he would defer to the township’s
master plan edict against the allowance
of flag lots.

CF BOE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Podcasting, Socrative, Kahoot, Khan
Academy, GeoGuessr, Virtual Collaboration and Google Classroom.
Many of the programs, as described
by the students, allow young learners
to collaborate with peers and teachers any place and any time, because it
offers a virtual experience. Numerous programs also allow students to
compete with one another and with
their teachers.
Another program, called Flipping
the Classroom, allows the students to
complete the lecture portion of the
lesson at home by viewing lecture
videos or doing a reading then and
spending class time assimilating that
knowledge.
“It didn’t really feel like homework,” OAS student Madelyn
Swanson told the board.
OAS Student Jasmine Alvarez told
the board, with Google documents,
“If I lose something, I know I didn’t
actually lose it,” because material can
always be retrieved and that makes
things easier.
Mr. Reppert told the board, when
students are absent, it is no longer
necessary for them to inquire about
what they missed. Everything is there
for them, so “It’s giving them the
responsibility to keep up with their
school work.”
The next board meeting is scheduled for Monday, December 12.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

REMEMBERING COLIN…A participant in the second annual Friends of Colin
Turkey Trot, held Friday at Unami Park in Cranford, looks over items in a raffle
held as part of the event. The event, held in memory of Colin J. Maher, raises
money for treatment of Ewing Sarcoma, a pediatric bone cancer.

Lawyer Retained
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

destrian and public safety. He said
he received a 25 percent response
and had culled the data that will be
submitted to the township. He suggested rumble strips and speed
bumps to aid in slowing down traffic on Lexington Avenue, which he
called a “speedway.”
Residents Jessica Orr, Pat
Gallagher and John Markowski also
spoke about their desire for more
public safety measures. “We do have
a problem. Lexington is dark, our
cars are getting hit at night,” Mr.
Markowski said. He suggested a
four-way stop sign as well as additional lighting on Lexington Avenue.
“On Walnut Avenue…under (the)
train trestle…that intersection is
dangerous for crossing…is there
anyway to put in the shoulder a
rumble strip?” asked Ms. Gallagher.
She also asked for a flashing stop
sign at the corner of South Union
and Lexington Avenue. “A lot of
people blow through the stop sign
there,” she said.
Commissioner Hannen suggested
forming a new subcommittee that
would be committed to public safety.
“It is time for some new ideas,” he
said.
In response to the committee’s
passage of a resolution that allows
free parking during the holidays in
December, resident Anthony Durante, who is also a member of the
Downtown Management Corporation board, said he would rather
parking be paid and have a fund
created with the parking fees to “reinvest in the downtown.” The DMC
had requested the parking be free
for the holidays. Mr. Hannen said it

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

IN THE HOLIDAY SPIRIT…Children sing holiday musical selections at
Westfield’s annual Christmas tree lighting ceremony on Sunday.

CF Council
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RESULTS

In shopping, as in fishing, the secret to success
lies largely in knowing WHERE to go to get
the best results. The experienced angler
“picks his spots” carefully on the basis of
the best advance information he can
get. The experienced shopper does the
same thing. Scans the ads in this paper to
find out exactly who’s got what for sale and for
how much … uses the advertising columns as the
tried-and-trusted guide to the best “buys” in town.
Thus this paper renders a double service … valuable
alike to the shopper who wants to buy wisely and
to the advertiser who wants to sell well!
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was free to encourage shopping
downtown.”
Zoning Officer Robert Hudak is
resigning from his position after
serving the township for about eight
years. Mr. Hudak is “moving to a
new opportunity closer to his home,”
said Mayor Kalnins, and wished
him “luck in his new opportunity.”
A resolution was passed to transfer $23,000 from a salary adjustment account to line items for engineering expenses and zoning and
planning expenses.
The committee also adopted on
final reading an amended ordinance
that relieves the township
committee’s public safety commissioner duties of day-to-day operations of the fire department. Also
adopted was the amended property
maintenance code.
A contract with FieldTurf USA
for the synthetic turf field for the
soccer field at Memorial Field was
passed for $414,312.
A $60,000 Kids Recreation grant
was awarded for the field.
The committee also agreed to hire
Matrix New World Engineering for
additional fees not to exceed some
$12,000 for planning services for
affordable housing as the township
pursues the development of the area
of North Avenue between Centennial and Walnut Avenues.
The township passed a resolution, by a 4-1 tally, to close the
parking lots and playground areas
at Nomahegan and Lenape Parks
while the Union County Deer Management program is in progress,
which typically occurs in January
and February.

sales@goleader.com

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

COMMUNITY EVENT…Runners participate in the second annual Friends of Colin Turkey Trot, held Friday at Unami
Park in Cranford. The event is in memory of Colin J. Maher, who passed away at 16 of Ewing’s Sarcoma, a pediatric cancer
of the bone.

of telling people what to do with
trees on their property,” Commissioner Patrick Giblin said.
“I find this to be a tremendously
cumbersome proposal. I’m ok with
what we are trying to do with it in
terms of encouraging the tree replenishment or status quo. My concern is if we are struggling reading
this, is the common person…going
to be able to figure this all out?”
Commissioner John Mallon added.
Commissioner O’Connor was in
support of the ordinance.
The hiring of an additional police
officer was requested by the police
department, Mayor Kalnins said.
Mr. Hannen debated the funding
for the additional officer’s salary.
Mr. Giblin said, “I’m not in favor
of it.”
“I was told it was in the budget,”
Ms. O’Connor said.
The police department’s 2016
budget was approved for 53 officers, and had requested a 54th officer as part of the department’s
two-year plan presented last year,
but was denied, Mayor Kalnins told
The Westfield Leader back in June.
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Under Court Order, Board OKs
Subdivision on Cooper Road
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Ending a
decade-long effort to subdivide his
property, the planning board on Monday approved a Cooper Road
homeowner’s application to subdivide his property into three lots.
Vincent DeLisi had appeared before the board on several occasions
over the years seeking a way to split
up his 168,000-square-foot property
at 1230 Cooper Road, with Mr. DeLisi
and his family continuing to reside in
their existing home on the lot nearest
to Cooper Road while two new lots
would be created behind his rectangular-shaped property.
To access the homes on the rear

lots, Mr. DeLisi was faced with two
options: build a public roadway along
the western edge of his property or
construct a common private driveway to serve the two new homes. The
first option would require that his
home be razed and rebuilt elsewhere
on the front lot to conform with local
zoning ordinances and setback requirements since the new street would
be considered a public roadway. It
would also affect homeowners whose
houses face Ashbrook Drive and
whose rear yards abut the DeLisi property. A new public roadway along
those neighbors’ backyards could lead
to an interpretation that those backyards are actually second front yards,
meaning they could be subject to a

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

NEW BELL TOWER...Work is underway on the construction of a new bell tower
at the front of St. Bartholomew's The Apostle Church in Scotch Plains.

Holiday Celebration, Park
Updates Discussed by Panel

variety of zoning regulations such as
placement of sheds and pools.
In September 2015, the board rejected Mr. DeLisi’s subdivision application amid board concerns about
the ability of fire trucks and other
emergency vehicles to safely access
the proposed private driveway and
neighbors’ fears that a new development would vastly increase flooding
on their properties. Mr. DeLisi appealed the board’s decision and a
state Superior Court judge recently
ordered Mr. DeLisi and the planning
board to come up with a solution on
their own.
At Monday’s four-hour hearing —
which ended minutes before midnight
— both sides were aware that the
matter would be resolved one way or
the other and that Mr. DeLisi’s property would be approved to be subdivided. The question was whether the
board would agree to Mr. DeLisi’s
preference to develop the two new
properties as flag lots — so named
because the extended driveway along
one side connecting to a squareshaped lot is shaped similar to a flag
atop a flagpole — or reject that in
favor of one that would mandate that
a public roadway be built instead.
Richard Cohen, Mr. DeLisi’s attorney, told the board that the judge, in
remanding the matter, had stated that
several issues needed to be explored,
including fire safety, locating the proposed driveway elsewhere on the
property and measuring the impact of
the two new lots.
Engineer Thomas Quinn spent an
hour explaining the storm water management plan for the new lots as well
as the proposed landscaping that
would be put along the private driveway to shield it from the Ashbrook
Drive properties. He also said that the
new fire truck being purchased by the
fire department would allow for
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for Scotch-Plains Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The recreation
commission, on November 22, discussed their upcoming holiday celebration and tree lighting, as well as
plans to further develop La Grande
Park.
Fanwood’s holiday celebration
officially begins when Santa Claus
arrives in town on Sunday, December 4 at 3 p.m. The event will take
place under the big tent on the lawn
in front of the North Avenue Fanwood historic train station. The afternoon will include an afternoon of
seasonal music, holiday crafts and
refreshments — all for free. Children who stop by to say hello to
Santa will get a free photograph of
their visit with him. Children can

enter contests and win prizes. At 5
p.m., Mayor Colleen Mahr will light
the tree concluding the celebration.
In other business, recreation commission members analyzed initial
blueprints for additions to La
Grande Park. Possible additions
include, a regulation size basketball court, patio with a raised skate
park area, wall climbing structures,
rope climbing or a playground structure, building improvements, two
handball courts, lawn area with a
horseshoe pit, picnic area, and gazebo. New walkways, shrubs and
trees are being decided upon.
Robert Budiansky, recreation director, raised questions on the need
for shade trees and total costs. The
commission will discuss the cost of
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MAN-OF-THE-YEAR...New Jersey Building Officials Association President Pat
Naticchione, left, presents the Vincent’ Ozzie’ Pellecchia Man-of-The-Year Award
to Scotch Plains Building and Construction Code Official and Zoning Officer Bob
LaCosta at the New Jersey League of Municipalities Convention. Mr. La Costa
currently serves as the immediate past president of the New Jersey Building
Officials. He has worked for Scotch Plains for over 35 years.
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Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

IN THE HOLIDAY SPIRIT...Homeowners in Scotch Plains started getting into the holiday spirit this week, with Christmas
just three weeks away.

SP-F BOE Receives Update On
Teacher Leadership Initiative
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains–Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – During
Tuesday’s regular public meeting of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education, Principal Sasha Slocum
of McGinn Elementary School updated the board on the New Jersey
Department of Education grantfunded program entitled “Building
Teacher Leadership Capacity to Support Beginning Teachers.”
Valued at $200,000, the grant is
initiated and overseen by the Office
of Professional Development. Six

Garwood Council to Discuss
Applications for Vacancies
By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — The borough received applications for open positions including municipal attorney,
labor attorney, tax appeal attorney,
contractual engineer, municipal court
prosecutor and municipal court public defender, Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma reported at Tuesday
night’s borough council meeting. Ms.
Ariemma stated that at least one candidate applied for every position and
asked the council if it would like to
conduct interviews with any of the
candidates.
“If it is someone we don’t know,
then we should interview them,”
Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro replied.
“I don’t see a need to interview
them,” Ms. Ariemma said. “They submit proposals and give you their rate.”
Councilman Joseph Sarno said he
recently read an article stating that
some municipal courts bring in approximately $100,000 a year in revenue. He said the potential candidates for the municipal court positions could be instrumental in adding
revenue to the borough and thought
conducting interviews would be beneficial.
Councilwoman Sara Todisco
agreed that it would be beneficial to
interview candidates for key positions and made a motion to hold a
special meeting on Tuesday, December 20, to conduct the interviews.
Councilman James Mathieu was in
favor of holding interviews, and
thought they should be conducted at a
special meeting.
Due to the holiday season, Ms.
Todisco also asked Mayor Charles
Lombardo and the council to vote to
cancel the regularly scheduled meet-

ing on Tuesday, December 27.
Mr. Mathieu said the regularly
scheduled meeting on December 27
should still be held. “I think it is
irresponsible to leave the borough
unrepresented,” he said.
The motion to cancel the December
27 council meeting and to hold a special meeting to conduct interviews on
December 20 was approved with a vote
of 3-3, with Mayor Lombardo casting
the tie-breaking vote. If the governing
body decides any candidate to be unsatisfactory, the council will have until
Tuesday, January 3, when court sessions resume, to find suitable candidates.
In other news, council members
reported on the borough-wide traffic
calming efforts, including the “slow
down” signs that have been placed on
side roads. Police Chief Bruce
Underhill was thanked by council for
his efforts to reduce speeding. Chief
Underhill said a five to eight mile per
hour reduction in speed has occurred
as a result. Mayor Lombardo called it
a “step in the right direction.”
Councilman Sarno reported that 30
parking signs still need to be installed
as part of the first phase of the borough-wide parking project. Traffic
surveys and studies will be conducted
as part of the second phase to determine the location for the installation
of approximately 220 additional signs.
Council President Louis Petruzzelli
discussed painting a blue line down
the center of certain roads in support
of “our police.” Councilwoman
Todisco said she felt that painting a
blue line on roads was a “safety and
violation issue.” She continued by
stating that the unified traffic code
“does not say you can have a line, but

partnerships between institutes of
higher education and high-need
school districts and charter schools
were chosen to receive the grant.
Kean University partnered with
Plainfield Public Schools and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Public Schools. Principal Dion Roach of Clinton Elementary School in Plainfield lauded the
program as a significant endeavor.
Mr. Roach thanked Scotch PlainsFanwood as a district and all the teachers who have been involved, working
hard with constant enthusiasm.
The program creates opportunities
for new approaches to meeting the
needs of novice and aspiring teachers
molding state policy on teacher support. The grant aligns state academic
initiatives to strengthen teacher preparation and practice. Ms. Slocum
praised the rigorous aspects raising
professional standards with emphasis on practice-relevant classroom
learning techniques. The grant extends for three years. The program
developed initial goals and launched
in July 2015.
Achieved Year One goals include
creating a program of professional

learning to prepare teacher leaders to
serve as mentors to novice in-service
teachers, as cooperating teacher mentors to pre-service student teachers,
and as supporters of other teachers
needing assistance. Implement mentor training for a cadre of teacher
leaders who will then be able to serve
as mentors in year two and subsequent years. A school improvement
panel is established and will work
with school district partners to examine and upgrade their mentoring programs and other policies and practices that support beginning teachers.
Board member Cindy Clancy acknowledged the advanced progress
the program has made in comparison
to other districts in their first year
grant. Ms. Slocum noted the eight
teachers taking part and working
hands-on with Kean University and
Plainfield Public Schools have been
dutiful in making the program as effective as it has been and will continue with their best efforts.
Ms. Slocum explained the initial
learning phase for teachers has a positive impact that has been observed
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

FAMILY FUN...Parents and children enjoy fun activities together at the
annual Family Christmas Celebration held at the Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church, located at 1961 Raritan Road, Scotch Plains. This year’s festivities
will take place this Sunday, December 4, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.,
following the 10 a.m. worship service at the church. A variety of activities,
singing and picture taking will be featured, along with lunch. All are welcome.
See story with additional details on Page 7.
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At Coldwell Banker, There Are No Sales Positions,

Just Exceptional Real Estate Careers.
Contact the Westﬁeld West Ofﬁce Today.

Westﬁeld West Ofﬁce • 600 North Avenue West, Westﬁeld, NJ 07090 • 908-233-0065 • ColdwellBankerHomes.com
© 2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity
Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
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We saved property owners more
than $168,786 in taxes last year.
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Restaurant’s Request for
Vestibule Denied Again
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

LOVING THE TURKEY…At the Turkey Trot 5-K Race in Tamaques Park,
there is plenty to do for children in having their faces painted for free by the
Westfield Community Club, getting temporary tattoos and posing with Mr.
Gobble.

Garwood Council
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it doesn’t say you can’t have one either.” Ms. Todisco called the blue line
“uncharted waters.” Putting up banners
to honor the police force in lieu of
painting the roadway was suggested
and the council agreed to look into that
option.
Ms.Ariemma reported that the Board
of Health will be holding free blood
pressure screenings in the conference
room of the municipal building the first
Monday of each month from 7 to 8 p.m.
beginning in January. She also stated
that a rat issue reported on Center Street
was related to a bird feeder. She recommended keeping bird feeders at least
five feet off the ground.
Leaf pick up for the south side will
commence this week and will begin on
the north side on Monday, December 5.
Leaves cannot be left loose at the curb
and should be bagged or left in a container.
Santa and Mrs. Claus will make an
appearance this Saturday, December 3,
at 11 a.m. at the borough library. Hot
chocolate and cookies will be served.
In other holiday news, the Celebrations Committee invited the community to participate in its holiday house
decorating contest. Registration is open
until Thursday, December 15. Judging
will be conducted on Friday, December
16, and winners will be announced on
Monday, December 19. Residents can
register
at
www.garwoodcelebrations@garwood.org.
Councilwoman Todisco announced
that the Garwood Historical Society
received a grant from Union County to
convert 22 issues of “Gar-words,” a
World War II newsletter, into electronic
form. The newsletters will be available
online and will be easily searchable,
she said.
MunicipalAlliance Coordinator Barbara Tweedle asked for the council’s
approval to put up signage that reads
“In Our Town, 21 Means 21 — Thank
You for Not Providing Alcohol to Our
Teens” throughout town. Mayor
Lombardo approved the signage stating, “It is a simple project that I think

will make a statement.”
At the start of the meeting, Mayor
Lombardo presented Jess Moore with a
proclamation acknowledging her accomplishment of earning the Girl Scout
Gold Award. “I am very proud of you
and your family,” Mayor Lombardo
said. “It is a great honor.”
The next council meeting will be
held on Tuesday, December 20, at 7
p.m. in Borough Hall, located at 403
South Avenue.

SP-F BOE
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amongst various student participants.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood and Plainfield have established student participants within each respective district
studying five modules for new learning techniques for students of all ages
and learning abilities. Data is being
collected and studied at Kean University. The data will provide both
quantitative and qualitative analytics
on student behavior in response to
new teacher techniques.
Parallel teaching — placing two
teachers in a classroom and splitting
the classroom into two separate discussion groups on reading materials,
then creating a discussion amongst
the two groups — has proven effective. Teaching methods such as alternative teaching and station teaching
will be tested and analyzed in upcoming months. The grant fulfills a state
commitment to phonemic awareness
or a focusing on dyslexia within developmental education.
The board approved replacing
doors at Terrill Middle School with
total costs at $9,000. The window
doors would be replaced with protective doors in a lockdown or emergency situation. The board approved
bills for the period of October 15 to
November 22 in the amount of
$5,197,058. No one from the public
spoke of any concerns. All motions
were approved unanimously.

Protect your world
Auto • Home • Life • Retirement

CRANFORD – The owner of
Ambeli Greek Taverna, Christos
Zavolas, came before the township
committee’s Monday workshop session to show a revised, smaller design to an entry vestibule he proposed for the front entrance to his
restaurant. The committee concurred
that other options should be considered first.
“When the front door opens during the winter. Anyone who sits near
the door complains and says it’s very
cold,” Mr. Zavolas said.
He proposed adding a vestibule
on the corner of Alden Street and
North Union Avenue so the outside
air would not enter directly to the
restaurant, but in doing so would
encroach on the pedestrian walkway
outside. Deputy Mayor Mary
O’Connor said her concern is pedestrian safety. “It is a highly traveled
corner. It seems to me too small an
area,” she said.

Cooper Rd.
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

greater maneuverability on the proposed cul-de-sac. He told the board
that positioning the driveway at the
eastern side of the property would
require “a lot more work” since that
end of the lot is at a higher elevation,
meaning there would be no place to
capture excess storm water.
Professional planner James Watson
told the board there were other flag
lots in the neighborhood and that requiring that a public roadway be developed instead of a private driveway
would lead to “more disturbance” of
the lots — including razing the existing home. The application calling for
a driveway “is a much less intensive”
alternative, he said.
Neighborhood residents who spoke
at Monday’s hearing expressed concerns mainly about fire safety and
possible flooding on their properties.
One Ashbrook Drive resident called
the flag lot option an “obnoxious way
of developing a property” while John
Zerelli, another resident, said his
neighbors were not in favor of a flag
lot.
Board member Paulette Coronato,
long a foe of flag lots, did admit on
Monday that it “may be a better fit for
the area” since an 18-foot wide privately-maintained driveway, as opposed to a 20-foot wide roadway,
would maintain the “rural atmosphere” that remains prevalent in
much of the south side of town. She
also cautioned that a full-scale public
roadway could mean that Ashbrook
Drive properties at some point could
see existing homes torn down and
replaced with new ones that could
front the new roadway, meaning that
the back yards would then face
Ashbrook Drive.
Robert LaCosta, Scotch Plains
building and zoning official, said the
option calling for the private driveway would have less impact than the
plan that included the roadway. Board
Chairwoman Theresa Flood said it
was the “best plan for the neighborhood.” Board member John Thompson was the sole vote against the
application among the seven board
members, saying that while he saw
positives and negatives in both plans,
he would defer to the township’s
master plan edict against the allowance of flag lots.

Ms. O’Connor suggested a heavy
curtain placed inside the door way to
block the cold air from coming in.
The proposed design would have
a six-foot clearance to the curb when
the door is ajar, Mayor Andis Kalnins
said. “There is more room in front of
the door than the sidewalk in the
city,” Mr. Zavolas said.
The Cranford Downtown Management Corporation had recommended
to not approve the design, the committee said.
Adding a vestibule to the interior
would mean reducing his seating by
15. The now seats 48 people. This is
the second time the restaurant has
asked for a vestibule and has been
denied.
During the engineer report, Carl
O’Brien of Maser Consulting said the
work for the new baseball and soccer
field is scheduled to be completed in
February and the synthetic turf will
be installed subsequently. Two lighting designs were proposed — for
soccer only or for baseball and soccer. If the township approves it for
soccer only, then baseball cannot be
played at night, Mr. O’Brien said.
The proposed tree ordinance was
discussed at length again, with questions still remaining from the committee. As discussed, the proposed
ordinance sets a $10 permit fee for
residents who are taking down a
tree, a licensed professional would
be required to take down a tree that
is 25 feet high or greater, and the
resident would either need to replace the tree with five trees or pay
$150 to be placed in a fund that
would be earmarked for plantings
of trees in the township. The permit
could be denied if by removing the
tree would have an impact on
stormwater management, erosion or
runoff, Commissioner O’Connor
said.
Tree Advisory Board member Tina
Helmstetter said, “The basis of this
ordinance was taken from the ordinance Jackson Township has set in
place… This was upheld by the state
Supreme Court.”
Commissioner Thomas H.
Hannen, Jr. said he would not support the ordinance because “it is not
specific enough and leads too much
into interpretation.”
“I’m not sure the Township of
Cranford should be in the business
of telling people what to do with
trees on their property,” Commissioner Patrick Giblin said.
“I find this to be a tremendously
cumbersome proposal. I’m ok with
what we are trying to do with it in
terms of encouraging the tree replenishment or status quo. My concern is if we are struggling reading
this, is the common person…going
to be able to figure this all out?”
Commissioner John Mallon added.
Commissioner O’Connor was in
support of the ordinance.
The hiring of an additional police
officer was requested by the police
department, Mayor Kalnins said.
Mr. Hannen debated the funding
for the additional officer’s salary.
Mr. Giblin said, “I’m not in favor
of it.”
“I was told it was in the budget,”
Ms. O’Connor said.
The police department’s 2016 budget was approved for 53 officers,
and had requested a 54th officer as
part of the department’s two-year
plan presented last year, but was
denied, Mayor Kalnins told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times back
in June.

Paul Lachenauerfor The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REMEMBERING COLIN…A participant in the second annual Friends of Colin
Turkey Trot, held Friday at Unami Park in Cranford, looks over items in a raffle
held as part of the event. The event, held in memory of Colin J. Maher, raises
money for treatment of Ewing Sarcoma, a pediatric bone cancer.

Lawyer Hired to Represent
Township In Suits by Stores
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – The township committee authorized hiring an attorney
to represent the township in lawsuits
brought on by 7-Eleven, Quick Chek,
and most recently Wawa, which are
litigating against the township for an
ordinance that does not allow convenience stores to operate between midnight and 5 a.m. Schenck, Price, Smith
and King, LLP was awarded a contract Tuesday night to not exceed
$10,000 to provide general litigation
services for prerogative writ action
for the township.
In August, the township committee passed an ordinance that amends
the hours of operation of the code to
not allow convenience stores and
gasoline stations that are located
within 200 feet of residential property to be open between midnight
and 5 a.m.
The committee introduced, by a 32 vote, an amendment to the general
code that adds a chapter for tree
preservation. Commissioners Patrick
Giblin and Thomas H. Hannen, Jr.
opposed the ordinance. This amendment supports the tree advisory
board’s recommendation to put in
place a law that enforces the
township’s desire to retain trees and
aid in flood management, as well as
keep track of trees that are lost on
personal property.
It is going to benefit our children
and our community down the road,”
Tree Advisory Board member Tina
Helmstetter said.
The committee’s introduction of
the ordinance, Tree Advisory Board
member Barbara Krause said, places
the township amongst “the forward
thinking communities” that have
passed similar ordinances.
About a half dozen residents attended the meeting to support pedestrian safety measures that were
recommended to the committee by
three residents. Lexington Avenue
resident George Gowen, with the
help of other residents, had dropped
leaflets off to residents’ homes sparking a conversation about pedestrian
and public safety. He said he received a 25 percent response and
had culled the data that will be submitted to the township. He suggested
rumble strips and speed bumps to
aid in slowing down traffic on Lexington Avenue, which he called a
“speedway.”
Residents Jessica Orr, Pat
Gallagher and John Markowski also
spoke about their desire for more

public safety measures. “We do have
a problem. Lexington is dark, our
cars are getting hit at night,” Mr.
Markowski said. He suggested a fourway stop sign as well as additional
lighting on Lexington Avenue.
“On Walnut Avenue…under (the)
train trestle…that intersection is dangerous for crossing…is there anyway to put in the shoulder a rumble
strip?” asked Ms. Gallagher. She also
asked for a flashing stop sign at the
corner of South Union and Lexington Avenue. “A lot of people blow
through the stop sign there,” she
said.
Commissioner Hannen suggested
forming a new subcommittee that
would be committed to public safety.
“It is time for some new ideas,” he
said.
In response to the committee’s passage of a resolution that allows free
parking during the holidays in December, resident Anthony Durante,
who is also a member of the Downtown Management Corporation
board, said he would rather parking
be paid and have a fund created with
the parking fees to “reinvest in the
downtown.” The DMC had requested
the parking be free for the holidays.
Mr. Hannen said it was free to encourage shopping downtown.”
Zoning Officer Robert Hudak is
resigning from his position after serving the township for about eight
years. Mr. Hudak is “moving to a
new opportunity closer to his home,”
said Mayor Kalnins, and wished him
“luck in his new opportunity.”
A resolution was passed to transfer $23,000 from a salary adjustment account to line items for engineering expenses and zoning and
planning expenses.
The committee also adopted on
final reading an amended ordinance
that relieves the township
committee’s public safety commissioner duties of day-to-day operations of the fire department. Also
adopted was the amended property
maintenance code.
A contract with FieldTurf USA for
the synthetic turf field for the soccer
field at Memorial Field was passed
for $414,312.
A $60,000 Kids Recreation grant
was awarded for the field.
The committee also agreed to hire
Matrix New World Engineering for
additional fees not to exceed some
$12,000 for planning services for
affordable housing as the township
pursues the development of the area
of North Avenue between Centennial and Walnut Avenues.
The township passed a resolution,
by a 4-1 tally, to close the parking lots
and playground areas at Nomahegan
and Lenape Parks while the Union
County Deer Management program
is in progress, which typically occurs
in January and February.
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all enhancements with Mayor Mahr.
The commission is considering multiple avenues to help fund the project
including commission money, the
borough’s capital budget as well as
state and county grants. All funding
sources, costs, and additions are
tentative at this time.
Bruce Zakarin, a commission
member, said, “We do what needs
to be done for the residents in this
town. (With) any project or event
we look to create the greatest outcome, taking into consideration
costs and funding measures.”
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See it all on the Web!
Paul Lachenauerfor The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY…Children have fun on the bouncy horse, one of many activities featured throughout
the day on Friday in Cranford prior to the lighting of the Christmas tree.
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Lions Eyeglass Mailbox
Finds A New Home

Peyton's

Peek at the Week
In Politics

WESTFIELD — For the past 15
plus years, the Westfield Lions yellow eyeglass collection mailbox has
been a fixture at the corner of Broad
and Elm Streets in downtown
Westfield. The box was removed
from its location for security issues
prior to the FestiFall street fair
When it came time to restore the
box to its location, the Lions Club
was asked to find a new location
because of the congestion at its previous location due to the addition of the
traffic signal control box and upcoming work on the adjacent building.
With the help of Downtown
Westfield Corporation Executive Di-

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

Kean Has Confidence in
Port Authority Chairman
State Senate Minority Leader Tom
Kean, Jr. (R-21st, Westfield) has expressed his confidence in Port Authority of New York New Jersey Chairman John Degnan’s leadership regarding the construction of a new
Port Authority bus terminal.
“I have complete confidence in
Chairman Degnan’s ability to oversee construction efforts at the Port
Authority,” Senator Kean said. “Time
and time again, John has demonstrated
his capacity to lead with integrity and
work tirelessly to advance improvements that will benefit commuters on
both sides of the Hudson.
“As we go forward with projects
such as the bus terminal and the Gateway Tunnel, it is critical that we continue to advocate for the swift passage of my Port Authority reforms.
Wisniewski Announces
Candidacy for Governor
State Assemblyman John
Wisniewski (D-19th, Sayreville) has
announced his candidacy for
governor.The candidate grew up here
in Sayreville and went to Sayreville
War Memorial High School then went
off to Rutgers University and received
his law degree from Seton Hall University. His grandfather was fire chief
in Sayreville. Mr. Wisniewski spent
over 20 years in the New Jersey General Assembly.
“In that time – I have fought on the
side of middle and working class citizens – taking on the entrenched interests that want to run New Jersey for
themselves. Whether it was promoting fire safety education, fighting to
improve our transportation and mass
transit systems, or battling the Port
Authority over outrageous tolls, my
focus has always been on those strug-

gling to make a home and raise a
family in our great state.”
He vowed to “fight for a $15 minimum wage, ensure women equal pay
for equal work” and to “provide affordable childcare for middle- and
working-class families.”
New Jersey Kicks Off
Inauguration Galas
New Jersey will once again host
one of the events during Presidential
inauguration week as the New Jersey
State Society (NJSS) presents the
Garden State Inaugural Gala in Washington, D.C., Thursday, January 19.
The Garden State-themed production will take guests back home with
music, food and New Jersey natives
and notables celebrating the inauguration President-Elect Donald Trump
and Vice President-Elect Mike Pence.
Guests will be entertained by the BStreet Band, the top Bruce
Springsteen tribute band, as well as
enjoy classic boardwalk games and
amusements capturing the fun and
romance of the New Jersey Shore.
Every four years, the nonpartisan
New Jersey State Society of Washington, D.C. sponsors a bipartisan
inaugural gala in January regardless
of which party wins the White House.
Subject to the availability of tickets,
New Jerseyeans and other fans of the
Garden State are invited to attend.
This event is separate from the official and partisan inaugural ball the
next night that does require a written
personal invitation.
Ticketing and other information can
be found at www.njss.org. The inaugural ball is at the Washington Court
Hotel, 525 New Jersey Avenue NW,
Washington, D.C., located close to
the U.S. Capitol and the Metro/subway, bus and rail service of Union
Station.

COUNTY – Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi advises travelers that
a new U.S. State Department rule
requires persons who normally wear
glasses to remove them when having
their passport photo taken. The new
rule only covers passport applications submitted on or after November
1.
“If you already have a valid passport and you are wearing your glasses
in your photo, or if you submitted a
passport application by October 31,
which included a photo wherein you
were wearing your glasses, you do
not need to have a new photo taken,”
Ms. Rajoppi said.
Ms. Rajoppi noted that her office
has received a number of phone calls
from travelers who are confused about
the new rule.
“Some media reports about the new
rule have given the impression that
everyone who wears glasses needs a
new photo, and that is simply not the
case,” Ms. Rajoppi said. “Your current passport is still valid until the
expiration date.”
The no-glasses rule is designed to
help the U.S. State Department pro-

cess passport applications more
quickly, by ensuring that the
applicant’s eyes are clearly visible in
the photo.
“My staff is trained in the standards
promulgated by the U.S. Department
of State relative to the photo requirements and experienced in photographing applicants for their passports,
which will ensure that your photo
meets all requirements and your application is not delayed because of a
bad photo,” Ms. Rajoppi said.
The County Clerk staff can take a
passport photo for $10 at either the
Elizabeth or Westfield locations. The
fee is comparable to other vendors in
the Union County area. The County
Clerk’s Main Office in Elizabeth is
located in the County Courthouse, at
2 Broad Street. The annex office in
Westfield is located in the Colleen
Fraser Building in the county complex at 300 North Avenue East.
For more information about passport services from the County Clerk,
call the main office at (908) 5274966 or the annex office at (908) 6549859, or visit online at ucnj.org/
county-clerk.

Nature Craft Show, Santa
Visits Trailside This Sunday

A JOB WELL DONE...Union County Sheriff Joe Cryan congratulates Eagle
Scout Brendan Karolchyk with Sheriff’s K-9 officers Detective Anthony Gialanella,
Sergeant Brian Howarth, and Officer Tim O’Grady standing by. Brendan, of
Lake Hopatcong, recently completed his Eagle Scout project, which provides the
Union County Sheriff’s Office’s K-9 Unit with a new storage shed outfitted with
K-9 bite suit dryers and storage areas for other equipment. Brendan is a member
of Boy Scout Troop 81 of Sparta, N.J. He has now reached the rank of Eagle Scout
and will celebrate the achievement in a ceremony in January.

Ex-Roselle Park Councilman Donates
Christmas Tree to Union County
COUNTY — A blue spruce from
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Victor
Fuzo in Roselle Park will be donated this Tuesday, December 6 and
will adorn the Union County Courthouse Rotunda during the holiday
season.
Mr. Fuzo is a former Roselle
Park councilman who is also a

friend of Freeholder Al Mirabella,
a former Roselle Park councilman
himself.
Once inside the courthouse rotunda,
the tree will be tied with rope and
lifted into a barrel stand that is weighed
down with concrete. Then the process of adding lights and ornaments
will begin.

Lance Westfield Office
Hosting V.A. Claims Staff

NEW HOME...The Westfield Lions Club’s yellow eyeglass collection mailbox has
found a new home at the Westfield Train Station, North Avenue side. The mailbox
had been as fixture at Elm and East Broad Streets.

Clerk Advises Travelers on
New Passport Photo Rules

MOUNTAINSIDE — Union
County residents are invited to usher
in the holidays with the sights and
sounds of the season at the 33rd Annual Holiday Nature Craft Show this
Sunday, December 4, at Trailside Nature and Science Center in
Mountainside.
The Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders and the Department
of Parks and Recreation are presenting this seasonal craft show and
charity drive at Trailside from 11
a.m. to 5 p.m. The price of admission is an item of dry or canned food
or a new, unwrapped toy to be distributed through local charities. This
year’s event is also being made possible by a donation from ShopRite
of Clark.
Also featured during the event will
be the annual tree lighting and
menorah lighting, which will take
place outside at 3 p.m. Children will
be able to visit with Santa Claus from
noon until 4:30 p.m.
There will also be house-drawn
carriage rides from the Loop, and free
activities for the children.

Accident Victims

“This is a wonderful opportunity
for visitors to find unique gifts while
enjoying a festive afternoon of activities, including greetings from
Santa and Mrs. Claus,” said Freeholder Chairman Bruce Bergen.
“The Nature Craft Show provides a
holiday atmosphere that encourages
visitors to sing along with carolers.”
There will be a large selection of
handcrafted items available at the show.
Vendors will be selling nature-themed
items including jewelry, birdhouses,
gift baskets, dried flowers, scarves,
hats and accessories, country home
décor, pottery, ornaments, wooden
gifts, candles, soaps and more.
For additional information about
the Holiday Nature Craft Show,
please call Trailside at (908) 7893670, or go to www.ucnj.org/
trailside.
Trailside Nature and Science Center is located at 452 New Providence
Road (at Coles Avenue) in
Mountainside.

rector Sherry Cronin, it was suggested
that the box be relocated to the North
Side Train Station by the stairs that
lead under the tracks to the South
Side. With the assistance of Craig
Gibson, Westfield Department of
Public Works supervisor, and several
DPW staff, the box has now been
placed by the stairs.
Westfield Lions Club Used Eyeglass Collection Chairman, Scott
Zellner, reports that approximately 150
to 200 pairs of used glasses are collected each month and delivered to
New Eyes for the Needy in Short Hills,
where they are distributed to the disadvantaged in developing countries.

WESTFIELD — Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th) has announced that his
Westfield District Office will host
office hours for the Veterans Administration (V.A.), bringing the expertise of V.A. agents specializing in
assisting veterans directly to constituents.
Veterans, their families and advocates are encouraged to schedule a
time to meet with Mr. Lance’s caseworker managers and the V.A. official to tackle inquires regarding V.A.

benefits, compensation, pension, insurance, loan guaranty, vocational
rehabilitation and employment and
education benefit programs. All inquires are welcome.
V.A. casework office hours will be
held Thursday, December 8, from 9:30
a.m. to 4 p.m. at Mr. Lance’s Westfield
District Office, located at 425 North
Avenue East, Westfield. Appointments
are encouraged. For more information, please call Mr. Lance’s district
office at (908) 518-7733.

County Volunteers Bring
Nature, History Together
SCOTCH PLAINS – More than 40
volunteers gathered recently in Union
County’s Ash Brook Reservation in
Scotch Plains to help prevent flooding on a popular hiking trail. Formerly known as Ash Swamp or Ash
Brook Swamp, the reservation is credited with enabling the Continental
Army to escape annihilation in 1777,
during the sprawling Battle of Short
Hills.
The volunteers, who were coordinated by Union County Trail Steward
Marc Grobman, also cleared debris from
trails in other areas of the reservation.
“Marc is one of our most outstanding volunteers, and his service in the
cause of enjoying and preserving our
parks is deeply appreciated,” Freeholder Chairman Bruce H. Bergen
said. “On behalf of the Freeholder
Board, many thanks to Marc and all
of those who contributed their time
and effort to this project.”
As a volunteer trail steward in Union
County’s Adopt-a-Trail program, Mr.
Grobman has taken responsibility for
ensuring that the white-blazed trail in
Ash Brook Reservation is walkable
and free of fallen limbs and other
obstacles. The trail begins next to the
Union County Police Academy in the
rear of the Union County VocationalTechnical Schools District campus at
1776 Raritan Road in Scotch Plains.
The volunteer group of 40 high
school students and one adult represented seven different municipalities
both in and out of Union County,

including Elizabeth, Scotch Plains,
Plainfield, Perth Amboy, East Orange,
Maplewood, and Short Hills, as
congregants of The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints, Scotch
Plains Stake.
Among other trail work, the group
removed leaves and dead tree limbs
clogging a ditch under a footbridge. The
blockage was putting the adjacent trail at
risk of flooding during wet weather,
creating potentially hazardous conditions for hikers. The footbridge represents another volunteer effort in Union
County parks. It was recently installed as
a volunteer Eagle Scout project by Douglas Keating of Plainfield.
Douglas’s project includes the installation of a kiosk by the trail. It
houses a poster created by the Eagle
Scout describing the historical significance of Ash Brook in the Revolutionary War.
“Thanks to all of our volunteers,
visitors to Ash Brook can enjoy hiking through this beautiful park while
picking up some fascinating details
about the bravery and tenacity of our
founders,” Mr. Bergen said.
A self-guided walking tour that traces
the Battle of Short Hills is available on
the county website, ucnj.org.
Individuals and groups are invited
to join Adopt-a-Trail and its companion program, Adopt-a-Park. The two
programs are run by the Department
of Parks and Recreation. For more
information, call (908) 789-3683 or
visit ucnj.org/adopt-a-park.
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FLOOD PREVENTION...More than 40 volunteers recently gathered in Union
County’s Ash Brook Reservation in Scotch Plains to help prevent flooding on a
popular hiking trail.
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ShopRite

December 2016

Wines & Spirits

SUN

Sunrise Cellars

Chateau
Ste. Michee
• RIESLING
• HARVEST SELECT
• DRY RIESLING

8

THE ITEMS BELOW
ARE ON SALE!

34

2
9

3
10

750 ML

1999

CABERNET
SAUVIGNON

750 ML

MEIOMI
PINOT NOIR

24

LUCENTE
TOSCANA

99
750 ML

99

24

99

19

7

SAT

Jack London Vineyard

99

750 ML

750 ML

750 ML

750 ML

SANTA
MARGHERITA
PINOT GRIGIO

PRISONER
RED BLEND

99

39

6

1
8

FRI

Kenwood

• CHIANTI RISERVA
DUCALE TAN

99

WED THURS

Debit
Cards

• CHIANTI RISERVA
DUCALE GOLD
GRAN SELEZIONE

FAUST
CABERNET SAUVIGNON

49

5

TUES

Visit us online at...
shoprite.com/winesandspirits

Rufﬁno

99

MON

4

333 South Ave. East, Westfield, NJ • (908) 232-8700
VISIT OUR
TEMPERATURE
the Wine Department at ShopRite CONTROLLED
WINE CELLAR
Wines and Spirits of Westfield

Page 3

99

20

750 ML

750 ML

MERLOT OR
ZINFANDEL

99

19

750 ML

Savings!
99

13
99
7
99
10
99
8
99
10
99
8

Cavit

ALL TYPES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Arbor
Mist

Franzia

.......................................

5 L BOX

• CABERNET, MERLOT
OR CHARDONNAY
• WORLD CLASSICS
HOUSE WINE
FAVORITES

Rex
Goliath

ALL TYPES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

1799
99
13

Concha y Toro
Fronterra
Papi

Beringer
White Zinfandel

99

17

.......................................

3 L BOX

Santa Margherita
PINOT GRIGIO

Kim Crawford
SAUVIGNON BLANC

Jacob’s Creek
Alamos

20
1399
1099
899
1199

ALL TYPES, (EXCLUDING MALBEC SELECCION)

Villa Maria

SAUVIGNON BLANC

99

750 ML

750 ML

750 ML

750 ML

New!

ALL
TYPES
750 ML

1.5 L

1.5 L

ALL TYPES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

ALL TYPES

1.5 L

1.5 L

ALL TYPES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Bota Box

RESERVE, ALL TYPES

1.5 L

1.5 L

5

Cul-de-Sac

99

4
Cutler Creek 99
3
ALL TYPES / 750 ML

ALL TYPES / 750 ML

CASE OF 12
SAME TYPE

5999
CASE OF 12
SAME TYPE

4999
CASE OF 12
SAME TYPE

3999

For the address of the store nearest to you please call... 1-800-SHOPRITE

Discounts
Available On:
(EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS)

...................................

Papi
Sangria

......................................

Jacob’s
Creek

ALL TYPES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Liberty
Creek

ALL TYPES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Zuccotti

ALL TYPES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

ALL TYPES

Mixed
Mixed
Cases
Cases
of Wine of Spirits

750 ML

Castillo De Monseran
GARNACHA

750 ML

Dreaming Tree
ALL TYPES

Brancott
ALL STORES
OPEN SUN.

1699
1299
799
1199
999

750 ML

Zaccagnini

SAUVIGNON BLANC

750 ML

Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Westfield, 333 South Avenue E, Westfield, N.J. ShopRite WINES & SPIRITS STORES ARE
INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED AND NOT A CHAIN. PRICES AND PRODUCTS FEATURED MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AFFILIATED STORES.
Prices effective thru Sat., Dec. 10, 2016. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of errors, the
lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. All cases sold containing single type only.

Mark West
Pinot Noir

DELLA TORRE IGT

99

9
99
17
99
7
99
11
99
7
99
6

......................................

Allegrini Palazzo

Foxhollow

99

Real
Sangria

750 ML

750 ML

MOST STORES ACCEPT:
Debit
Cards

1.5 L

1.5 L

1.5 L

1.5 L

1.5 L

1.5 L

Page
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How Old Is The Christmas Tree
In Westfield, In Your Town?
REPRINT Dec., 2015 - The popularity of the
Christmas tree tradition became widespread in the
mid 1800s, though it dates back as far as the 16th
century in Germany. Folklore also has referred to it
as the Yule-tree. Today, it remains a wonderful
tradition in this country that stands for bringing joy
of the season to all.
One can count the rings to see how old these trees
were. One can also measure the trunk diameter and
use the method described below to determine the
approximate tree age. Tree height is not a good
indicator of age. How old is that tree in your neighborhood, in your yard? According to the U.S. Forestry Service and other arboretum authorities, the
age of a tree can be estimated without using invasive
means such as cutting it down or drilling a core
sample and counting the rings. It helps to know the
species of the tree and in what environment it is
living — obvious factors influencing age determination and affecting height.
The Forestry Service reports that tree diameter
measured at “breast height” provides a reliable correlation of tree age. The service has collected mounds
of data to draw this conclusion. Breast height incidentally is stated as about 54 inches from the ground,
on the upside if there is any slope. The Forestry
Service recommends using a tape measure for the
circumference, then dividing by PI (3.14) to obtain
the diameter.
Forestry.about.com/... says calculate the age of the
tree by multiplying the tree’s diameter by its growth
factor (see below): diameter x growth factor = approximate tree age.
“...A shagbark hickory’s growth factor has been
determined to be 7.5 and its diameter is 10 inches: 10
inch diameter x 7.5 growth factor = 75 years. Remember that the growth factors I provide are more
accurate when taken for forest grown trees,” notes
the website.
Some growth factors (GF) by tree species: red
maple (4.5 GF); silver maple (3.0 GF); sugar maple
(5.0 GF); river birch (3.5 GF); white birch (5.0 GF);
shagbark hickory (7.5 GF); green ash (4.0 GF);
black walnut (4.5 GF); black cherry (5.0 GF); red
oak (4.0 GF); white oak (5.0 GF); pin oak (3.0 GF);
basswood (3.0 GF); American elm (4.0 GF); ironwood (7.0 GF); cottonwood (2.0 GF); redbud (7.0
GF); dogwood (7.0 GF); aspen (2.0 GF).
Someone or some group planted the Westfield
Christmas tree at the north-side train station several
decades ago. How long ago was that? Who did it?
Seven years ago (in 2008), with a protractor, tape
measure and trigonometry, we calculated the height
of the tree at about 65 feet (it’s much taller now). We
knew that measuring the height provides very little
correlation with tree age but we couldn’t get to the
trunk then to measure the circumference.
Local tree expert Martin Schmiede then told us
that the Westfield tree is a Norway spruce. He
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glanced up and said it’s perhaps 100 years old.
We attempted to measure the Westfield Christmas tree diameter then, but it was blocked off in
preparation for the tree lighting ceremony Sunday
night. We also noted that obtaining an accurate
measurement would be difficult due to numerous
vines at the tree trunk. A Norway spruce has a
growth factor of 5.
From The Westfield Leader records:
www.goleader.com/12may10/20.pdf; “Mr. Mannino
Brought Tree to WF Station, WESTFIELD – A part
of the legacy of Vincent Mannino, who died that
week at age 97, is the Christmas tree that forms the
centerpiece of the north-side Westfield train station
plaza. The tree was taken from the Rindell home on
Mountain Avenue around 1958. Then approximately
18 feet tall, it was transported by an R. Mannino and
Sons flatbed trailer. It was a major job to relocate the
tree and, according to Mr. Mannino’s son, his father’s
last words to the tree were “please grow.” He watered that tree many, many times for a year.
Well, Mr. Mannino, your tree gift did grow — to
please us all.
An 18-foot-tall Norway spruce has a bulb of about
13 feet in diameter, weighs about 2,000 pounds. We
guessed it was perhaps 30 years old. So circa 1958
plus 33 years, leads one to believe the Westfield
Christmas tree was born in 1925. Now, 2015 makes
it 89. But we must be wrong about the age since this
week we measured the trunk diameter and performed the age calculations. We also measured the
trunk circumference of the Christmas tree on the
south-side train station plaza. The data: NS tree
circumference is 97 inches; SS tree circumference is
71 inches. Calculating the ages yields an astounding
155 years for the NS tree and 113 years for the SS
tree.
Norway Spruce are hearty, disease resistant and
live for centuries. The oldest known tree in the world
is a Norway spruce in Sweden believed to be over
9,000 years old. Amazing, a seedling 5 years old is
only about 6-8 inches high.
Our next task is to search our archives (or get help
from the public) to determine who transplanted the
Christmas tree and when on the Westfield south-side
train station plaza.
If you have a chance in your town, measure your
Christmas tree at breast height and estimate its age.
“Trees (1913) I Think that I shall never see A poem
lovely as a tree.
A tree whose hungry mouth is prest Against the
sweet earth’s flowing breast; A tree that looks at God
all day, And lifts her leafy arms to pray; A tree that
may in summer wear A nest of robins in her hair;
Upon whose bosom snow has lain; Who intimately
lives with rain.
Poems are made by fools like me, But only God
can make a tree.” Joyce Kilmer (born 1886 in New
Brunswick, N.J.).

America Should Consider A More
Modern Way to Elect Our President
I do not agree with The Leader
editorial that attempts to justify the
Electoral College as a viable means
of selecting our President, nor do I
understand the analogy of the selection of Union County freeholders.
The concept of the Electoral College
was devised by the Founding Fathers
because they did not trust the common citizen’s ability to make an informed choice in an era when communication was limited. Today, every
American in inundated for two years
with information about the candidates,
their positions on a variety of issues,
their personal lives, their tax returns
(in most cases), their philanthropic
ventures, their preparedness during
televised debates, and their medical
histories. The Leader argues that without the Electoral College candidates
would never visit states with small
populations. So what? An engaged
citizen, no matter where they live, has
all the information he or she needs.
Furthermore, the Electoral College
clearly violates the concept of one
person/one vote, as the vote of a citizen in Wyoming affects his or her
state’s electoral vote far more than
the vote of one person in California.
As to the analogy with the method
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Lands Must Be Set Aside for Lenape
People, Native-American Tribe
Households around New Jersey
recently celebrated Thanksgiving, but
the story was missing one critical
part: The Native-Americans.
The Lenape tribe (New Jersey’s
native people) have no federally-recognized tribal reservation within their
historic national borders (New Jersey
and parts of New York, Pennsylvania,
Delaware). The Lenape, who survived
colonial genocide, were almost entirely forcibly relocated to Oklahoma,
Wisconsin, and the Canadian province of Ontario.
There are a number of small tribal
groupings existing in New Jersey with

state-only recognition, but these very
small groups have no reservations
and must solicit donations to conduct
basic organizational activities.
Lands must be set aside, trust funds
created, and housing developments
must be built by the State of New
Jersey to enable the relocation of the
Lenape people back to their lands in
New Jersey. The entire Lenape population is only 16,000 so this would be
very possible to do.
Rev. Eric Hafner
Former Congressional Candidate
Toms River

Small Changes Can Make a Big
Difference With Climate Change
I believe that climate change is a
very pressing issue, and people are
often daunted by the thought of doing
anything about this problem. I would
like to inform people that there are
small changes that can make a big
difference.
It’s no secret that climate change is
deeply impacting the world. Although
we may not see the direct impacts in
our area, there are subsistence farmers in developing countries who are
unable to feed their families because
of climate-induced droughts. The
impacts of climate change can be felt
world-wide. One lifestyle change that

everyone is capable of doing is limiting meat consumption, or even switching to different meats. Beef and pork
release the most greenhouse gasses,
and also require the most fertilizers,
pesticides, fuel and water. If your
four-person family skips steak once a
week, it’s like taking your car off the
road for nearly three months
(ewg.org). Small changes in diet can
make a large impact on the environment. Think before you eat.
Leigh Heinbokel
Environmental Engineering Major
Lehigh University, Class of 2017
Westfield

Grateful Reader Salutes Local,
Scotch Plains Eyeglass Business
Several months ago, The Times ran
letters from readers praising a local
waste disposal company’s services.
In this Thanksgiving season, I want to
share my gratitude for another local
business.
In 2005, my eyeglasses were coming loose because the threads for the
screw attaching one of the temples, or
side frames, were stripped so the screw
could no longer be tightened. I had
purchased the glasses from a Route
22 chain store two years earlier, so
went there for a replacement. But the
salesman insisted that the frame model
had been discontinued and that I
would have to buy not only new frames
but new lenses, because my eyeglass
lenses would not fit in any current
eyeglass frames. “Besides,” he added,
“Since your lenses are already two
years old, you probably also need
new ones anyway.” Luckily for me,
he said, the store was having a fiftypercent off sale, ending that week, so
I could get new lenses and frames for
only a little over $200.
I doubted that I needed a new eyeglass prescription. I was working then
as a freelance editor / proofreader /
writer, and my clients were happy
with my work. So I walked out.
I drove to another Route 22 eyeglass chain store, only to hear the
identical story: replacement parts
were no longer available for my
frames, nor were any frames available that would accommodate my old
lenses, but if I ordered a new set
Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, (908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org
Bruce Bergen, chair
bbergen@ucnj.org
Public Info., (908) 527-4419
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of selecting freeholders in New Jersey, the editorial asks, “Do we want to
transfer this plan [direct selection] to
the race for the White House? We
don’t think so.” Does The Leader
object to the direct selection of freeholders because the Democratic Party
consistently wins most if not all of the
seats? If the majority of Union County
residents prefer a certain slate of candidates isn’t it fair to say that these
candidates should take office? Isn’t a
direct election more reflective of the
will of the people than the anachronistic Electoral College, where technically, the electors are not always
legally obliged to vote for the candidate they represent, hence the phrase
“faithless electors?”
I am not whining about a “rigged
election.” I believe Donald Trump
won fair and square under the prevailing rules established by our Constitution. I do feel, however, that the
times have changed a bit since 1788
and perhaps America should consider
a more modern approach of electing
a President reflective of today’s society.

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073
Asm. Nancy Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414
LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

within the next few days, I could get
them for half price. I walked out.
On my way home — sadly heading
to a bar for a nerve-numbing drink —
I passed by North Jersey Eye Care
Center in Scotch Plains. I figured my
chances were slim they would have a
replacement temple that would fit my
frames. But they surprised me. Repeatedly.
Surprise 1: The optician — Raquel
— rooted around in various drawers
for ten or fifteen minutes, finally finding a temple that matched perfectly!
Surprise 2: Raquel attached the new
temple, adjusted the frames, and
charged me somewhere between $12
and $20.
Surprise 3: When I got a new prescription a year later, I went straight
to North Jersey Eye Care Center.
Raquel spent several minutes taking
repeated measurements to ensure the
lenses would align properly with the
pupils of my eyes. I had never before
experienced such a thorough examination in the fifty years I’d been wearing glasses. At the chains, opticians
had taken the same measurement just
once, in about a minute’s time.
Surprise 4: When my glasses were
ready, the lenses aligned far better
with my eyes than in my old glasses.
The next time I saw my ophthalmologist, I told him about my experience. He simply replied, “Sure, those
local places are almost always better
than the chains.”
I now go only to North Jersey Eye
Care Center for my eyeglasses, although they no longer surprise me.
Their service continues to be as superb as it was over ten years ago.

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)
1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404
Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660
Asm. Jerry Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757
LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark and
Linden.
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Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Plaga – In zoology, a colored band
or streak
2. Pandy – To punish by striking the
hand with a cane
3. Geordie – A miner or a miner’s
safety lamp
4. Dacoit – A member of a gang of
robbers in India or Burma
SENESCENT
1. Oozing; seeping
2. Abundant; plentiful
3. Sagacious; intellectual
4. Growing old
SEPICOLOUS
1. Lighthearted; cheerful
2. Putrid; foul-smelling
3. Growing in hedges
4. Arranged in groups of seven
AMYGDALINE
1. Having an alkaline imbalance
2. Resembling almonds
3. Hanging in clusters, such as with
grapes
4. Resembling a honeycomb
SITOLOGY
1. The study of foods, nutrition, etc.
2. The study of eye diseases and care
3. The study of the anatomy of fishes
4. The study of microscopic organisms, especially bacteria

See more letters on page 5

Letters to
the Editor
WaWa Will Be A WinWin for Cranford
I recently watched Cranford’s
Channel 35 zoning board meeting
regarding WaWa’s application on
North Avenue at the site of the old
lumberyard. What a bunch of nonsense and time consuming dialogue.
Here comes a well-established company willing to invest a couple of
million dollars to locate a business,
build a structure and totally clean-up
the abandoned site, which looks like
a junkyard. WaWa will be a win-win
for Cranford via tax dollars and employment opportunities. However, the
zoning board’s “lighting expert” is
showing off and badgering the applicant at every step on how bright the
business might be because it’s not the
“feel of Cranford.”
Get real! You are on a state highway with an exit/entrance to the Garden State Parkway and among semiabandoned factories and gas stations.
I would like to visit the “expert’s”
property to see if her lights are in
keeping with the “feel of the town.”
Finally, I guess what was there for
many years represents the gateway
and feel of Cranford. Where is the
Office of Property Maintenance and
Code Enforcement?
Michael Bohdan
Cranford

Gov. Christie Holds
Press Conference
New Jersey Governor Chris
Christie held a press conference on
Tuesday to announce he will spend
$300 million to renovate the State
House in Trenton.
Blog: I thought the state was broke,
how will this be paid for it? Work to
begin immediately? Nice of them to
tell us in advance about this $300
million project.

IS THIS
THE GOV’S
PRIORITY?

Marc Grobman
Fanwood
7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733
[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]
senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org
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I Am Sitting In Theatre of the Absurd
Angered By Donald Trump Audacity
subject to revenge or reprisal. Are
SNL and Alec Baldwin at risk too? Is
Trump’s reaction reminiscent of the
Hollywood Blacklist during the
1940’s and 1950’s? His angry rhetoric reminds me of McCarthyism ultimately denying employment to professionals accused of having communist ties (left-leaning liberals?)
This feels like watching Twelve
Angry White Men. Perhaps Mike
Pence might have chosen the Philadelphia Story or La Cage Aux Folles
instead.
It is lonely here sitting under the
big top, watching the compliant political court jesters dance and sing to
entertain and placate American’s new
royalty. Will Trump destroy our First
Amendment while ferociously defending the Second? Do those of us
who believe in our diversity have no
voice unless we cheer and offer a
standing ovation to philosophies that
are in direct opposition to our own
values and sense of justice?
Linda Van Fossen
Fanwood

Commentary

How Will Scotch Plains Move
Ahead Under Mayor-Elect Smith?
We were encouraged by the comments of Scotch Plains Mayor-Elect
Al Smith and Councilman-Elect Ted
Spera in their letter-to-the-editor published in our November 24 issue. The
election is over and it is time to move
on for a better Scotch Plains. This
election marks the second time in
recent years that voters have elected
new leadership. One question now is,
will Township Manager Al Mirabella
survive the change in political party
majority in township government?
We encourage Mayor-Elect Smith
to begin a dialogue with Mr. Mirabella
with input from township employees
and all council members — regardless of political affiliation — to decide the future direction of Scotch
Plains. If Mr. Mirabella is doing a

Reading Is Good For You

www.goleader.com/
subscribe

good job, shouldn’t he be retained?
Understandably, adjustments and a
new direction are the privilege of the
mayor-elect and the GOP.
While two-party government is
alive in Scotch Plains, we question
what has happened to Republicans in
neighboring Fanwood. Up until five
years ago, the GOP was alive in
Fanwood and even held a few seats
on the borough council. While Mayor
Colleen Mahr has shown strong leadership since her election as mayor in
2003, she did not face any challenge
in 2007 or 2015. In our view, voters
should always be given a choice on
the election ballot.
With a Republican mayor coming
on board in Scotch Plains, we wonder
how the relationship between the two
towns will move forward. We suspect
Mayor-Elect Smith will push hard for
a reduction in commuter parking permit fees at the Fanwood Train Station
for Scotch Plains commuters, who
pay substantially more than their
Fanwood counterparts. Also, will
Fanwood try to take back the Memorial Day concert, which Scotch Plains
hosted for the first time in 2016?
We believe it is important that the
two towns have a good working relationship as they not only border each
other but share a high school in addition to holding a joint Memorial Day
Parade.
Hopefully Mayor-Elect Smith will
meet with Mayor Mahr to begin a
good working relationship in the years
ahead.

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

Page 5

Bramnick to Perform in Piscopo Show
Benefiting The Boys and Girls Club

Letters to the Editor
I am an old white woman, watching
spellbound in the audience of the
world stage, applauding the cast of
Hamilton for their eloquent and respectful plea for humanity offered to
Mike Pence. By entering the theatre
to see a production created and executed by primarily minorities, Pence
took an unusual step, perhaps, expecting to be entertained by blackfaced minstrels, but never imaging
they might also have a voice, an opinion regarding his white, far-right
agenda.
“Mike Pence was out for a nice safe
relaxing evening,” the Trump and his
surrogates rant, not realizing that minorities now seldom are able to feel
safe and are, in fact, often harassed.
Apparently, Trump was much more
offended by the Hamilton cast than
by the alt-right conference chanting,
“Hail Trump.”
I am sitting in the theatre of the
absurd as Donald Trump, apparently
angered by this audacity, calls their
plea harassing and rude. Many of us
fear that the Hamilton cast will be
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PEARL HARBOR...Seventy-five years ago next Wednesday, December 7, Japanese forces launched an attack on Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, leading to the United
States’ entry into World War II.

Our Reflections 75 Years Later
On Legacy of Pearl Harbor
One week from now, our country
will solemnly commemorate the
75th anniversary of the December
7, 1941 attack on the U.S. naval
base at Pearl Harbor, one of the
most pivotal events of the 20th century, and one deeply ingrained in
our national consciousness.
The surprise aerial bombardment
by several hundred Japanese military
planes early that Sunday morning
decimated the U.S. Pacific fleet, wiping out a contingent of stationary aircraft and leaving nearly 20 naval vessels — among them eight battleships
— destroyed or disabled.
In less than two hours the Hawaiian
inlet had been transformed into an
apocalyptic visage of ships burning
and sinking into the sea, with scores
of men dead or dying, many trapped
within their doomed crafts. In the
end, 2,403 American military personnel were dead, and more than 1,100
others injured. The battleship USS
Arizona alone sustained the loss of
1,177 crew members, more than 1,000
of them still interred within the ship’s
submerged remains, since 1962 the
site of a national memorial.
The attack launched the United
States’entrance into the Second World
War, joining allied nations against the
axis of Germany, Italy and Japan, and
paving the way for an ultimate Allied

victory by 1945.
Like military battles before and
since, Pearl Harbor struck close to
home for residents of the Westfield
area, many of whom had uniformed
or civilian relatives in the vicinity of
the attack. An article published in the
December 11, 1941 edition of The
Westfield Leader listed local families
who either were still awaiting word of
their loved ones or had already been
assured they were safe.
Three-quarters of a century later,
the ranks of Pearl Harbor survivors
continue to dwindle. Now in their
90s, those who remain still carry with
them searing memories of what President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, one
day after the attack, famously declared a “date which will live in infamy.” Veterans of Pearl Harbor also
carry in equal measure pride in the
heroism and sacrifice of all those who
fought and died that fateful day.
All of us should feel that same pride
in those who served at Pearl Harbor —
living and deceased — and who are
among those men and women celebrated as America’s “Greatest Generation.” The story of Pearl Harbor is
not just an American story, but a global
story as well. As the catalyst for
America’s entry into World War II,
Pearl Harbor made possible the triumph of freedom for an entire world.

NEW BRUNSWICK — Assemblyman Jon Bramnick is to perform
stand-up comedy as a special guest
during Joe Piscopo Presents “A Night
to Benefit The Boys and Girls Club of
America,” on Tuesday, December 6,
at the Stress Factory Comedy Club,
located at 90 Church Street. The program begins at 7:30 p.m. and doors
open at 5:30 p.m. Tickets are $35,
and proceeds benefit The Boys and
Girls Club of America. The event is
open to ages 16 and up. Tickets can be
purchased at stressfactory.com.
Other special guests include Bill
Spadea from Fox’s Chasing News
and NJ 101.5., Comedian Jay Black,
Comedian Chip Chantry, Comedian
Vinnie Brand and a performance by
The Boys and Girls Club Of America.
Mr. Piscopo is a spokesperson for
The Boys and Girls Club of America
and devotes his time to many other
charities as well.
For over 25 years, Mr. Piscopo has
appeared on film, theater, nightclubs,

and television—most notably for his
comedic work on Saturday Night Live

Joe Piscopo

playing a wide range of hilarious original characters and celebrity impersonations, from The Sports Guy and
Doug Whiner to David Letterman
and Frank Sinatra. He also hosts a
daily radio program, “The Answer”
for AM 970 from 6 to 9 a.m.

HEADED TO AMALFI COAST...The Greater Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce (GWACC) has announced that it will be visiting southern Italy and the
Amalfi Coast, departing October 11, 2017 and is inviting chamber members, and
family and friends of chamber members to join them. The eight-day journey
includes Positano, Ravello and Amalfi. Space is limited. For more information, call
GWACC at (908) 233-3021 or visit the website http://www.gwaccnj.com/chamber-discoveries-italy or email Gene Jannotti at gene@gwaccnj.com.

Tailgating Is Banned
For HS Football Playoffs
NEW JERSEY -- As published on
NJ.com, the New Jersey State Interstate Athletic Association on Monday issued a ban on parking lot festivities at the four sites hosting championship games Friday, Saturday and
Sunday. Westfield High School plays
for the North Jersey 2 Group 5 championship on Saturday afternoon at
MetLife
Stadium
against
Bridgewater-Raritan High School.
Both teams are undefeated.
Last year Westfield defeated

Bridgewater-Raritan, 10-7, in the
championship game.
Sectional finals will be held Friday,
Saturday and Sunday at MetLife Stadium in East Rutherford; Saturday
and Sunday at Rowan University in
Glassboro and Saturday at both
Rutgers University's High Point Solutions Stadium in Piscataway and
Kean University in Union.
It's not clear how the NJSIAA plans
to enforce the edict or what the repercussions would be for an offender.

HOLIDAY SALE 25% Off
All In-Stock Merchandise • December 1st thru 24th

FOOTBALL TRADITION...Washington School, Westfield, graduates held their
17th Bozo Bowl touch football game at Gumbert Park on Thanksgiving morning.
A huge turnout and lots of fun was had by all.

How This Newspaper Helps Advertisers …

With a Strong Hand
We’re newspaper people, with our ears to the ground and
strength in our hand.
For a long time it has been our job to meet the people of our
area – in their homes, work, schools, churches and in their
civic and social activities. It has been our job to understand
their needs and desires; to report their joys and sorrows.
Few know this area and its people better than us. Many
merchants look to this background of experience and
understanding for assistance in reaching their audience
most effectively. It is an unusually strong hand to their
merchandising efforts – as well as an effective source for
information and advice.
Let us show you how the combination of this experience
and audited circulation facts can help you get maximum
results from your sales messages.

Back row: Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq. & Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair)
Front row: Eva Uhrik, Esq. and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq.

14k Diamond Cluster Earrings & Pendant
Starting at $495 each

5 Lawyers, 5 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates
All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child
support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence,
palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions
Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue
Cranford, New Jersey 07016
(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

N&C Jewelers
908-233-3380

Nabig Sakr

Carmen Cascao

102 Quimby Street Westfield, NJ
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Store hours - M T W & F: 10am to 5:30pm • Thursday: 10am to 7pm
Saturday: 10am to 5pm • Sunday: Closed

908-232-4407

sales@goleader.com

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

A FRACTION OF THE COST
OF TRADITIONAL DIVORCE
· Divorce Mediation
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

Sweet
Sixteen
Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!
THE JAMES WARD MANSION
8JUIPOFFWFOUBUBUJNFBOEPOFFWFOUBEBZ 
“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”JTBOPČFSZPVDBOOPUSFGVTF

ćF+BNFT8BSE.BOTJPOt&BTU#SPBE4USFFUt8FTUĕFME /+tt

www.jameswardmansion.com
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Westfield Library to Feature
Doo Wop Group on Dec. 7
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will present ReMemberThen, a doo wop a cappella
group, on Wednesday, December 7,
at 7 p.m. The library is located at 550
East Broad Street.
Formed several years ago, this
Piscataway-based group’s repertoire
includes numerous doo-wop favorites. Individually, the group’s members have been singing all of their
lives. As Re-MemberThen, they
came into their own at the 2011 Philadelphia Doo Wop Festival.
Since then, the group has appeared
on WMTR-AM’s Alan David Stein’s
“Doo Wop Drive” radio show, also
recording original jingles for the program. Re-MemberThen recently performed at Monmouth University’s Doo
Wop Explosion concert backing Larry
Chance of the Earls in an all a cappella
set as well as performing on their own.
Mr. Chance even sang as a “guest” on
Re-MemberThen’s recent CD.
Re-MemberThen has twice won
Don K. Reed’s a cappella showdown
outside the IZOD Center (2012 and
2014) in the only two times they competed. As winners, the group got to

open the Nader Doo Wop Spectacular
at the Meadowlands. Re-memberThen
has been a “strolling a cappella group”
at Lead East in Parsippany, called the
“World’s Largest Fifties Party.”
The program is free and open to
Westfield Memorial Library and MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to libraries that
are part of the Middlesex Union Reciprocal Agreement Libraries. Interested persons are advised to check
the Westfield Memorial Library’s
website, wmlnj.org, to see if their
library participates. To register for
the program featuring ReMemberThen, visit wmlnj.org and
click on the Online Calendar, or call
(908) 789-4090, option 0.
Westfield Memorial Library hours
are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday
through Thursday; 9:30 a.m. to 5
p.m., Friday and Saturday, and 1 to 5
p.m. on Sunday.
For more information, call (908)
789-4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign
up for the monthly e-newsletter, “Library Loop,” or stop by the library for
a copy of its award-winning, quarterly newsletter, “Take Note.”

CHRISTMAS PAST...Visitors to the Osborn Cannonball House are invited to see
how Christmas was celebrated in the 19th century this Sunday, December 4, from
2 to 4 p.m. Costumed docents will explain the displays and lead carol singing to the
tune of the newly-restored Mason & Hamlin organ. Cider will be served to visitors.
A special attraction will be mannequins dressed in original 1760s clothing on loan.
The house is located at 1840 East Front Street, Scotch Plains.

Wednesday Morning Club
Schedules Holiday Activities
CRANFORD — The Wednesday Morning Club, comprised of
women from Cranford and surrounding communities, has announced that it will hold two events
during the month of December.
The club’s December Luncheon
will be held at Giovanna’s Restaurant, located at 1462 South Avenue, Plainfield, on Wednesday,
December 7, at 1 p.m. The Madrigal Singers of Cranford High
School will perform holiday songs
at the event. Those planning to
attend should make reservations
with Jane Reilly. The cost is $20.
The second event is the club’s

Christmas Party, which will take
place at the home of Marie
Mastorakis on Tuesday, December 13, at 12:30 p.m. Members are
asked to bring sandwiches to share.
The Wednesday Morning Club
will hold its first business meeting
of the new year on Wednesday,
January 4, 2017, at 10 a.m. It will
take place at the Cranford Community Center, located at 220
Walnut Avenue, Cranford. All are
welcome.
Membership Chairperson Sue
Driscoll is available at (908) 2326725 to answer any questions about
the Wednesday Morning Club.

Gingerbread Weekend to Be
Held at Hetfield House

DECK THE HALLS...The Westfield Service League will hold its Annual Christmas Sale this Saturday, December 3, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The event will take place
at the league’s thrift shop, located at 114 Elmer Street, Westfield. An abundance
of Christmas items, brand-new toys and designer and tagged clothing lines will be
featured. For more information on the league and its activities, visit
thewestfieldserviceleague.org.

Mountainside Library Posts
Activities For December
MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Public Library has announced its schedule of programs for
the month of December. The library
will be closed on Saturday, December 24, for Christmas Eve; Monday,
December 26, for Christmas (observed); Saturday, December 31, for
New Year’s Eve and Monday, January 2, for New Year’s (observed).
Tuesday Night Movies this month
will include A Brilliant Young Mind
(PG-13) on December 6; Love and
Friendship (PG) on December 13;
Café Society (PG-13) on December
20, and The Remains of the Day (PG)
on December 27. All films start at
6:30 p.m. except for The Remains of
the Day, which begins at 6 p.m.
Brown Bag Academy will continue
Mondays in December at 1:15 p.m.
The Great Courses Fall Course, “Everyday Engineering: Understanding
the Marvels of Daily Life,” will finish
on December 5. A new course will be
selected for “Winter Term.” Participants are invited to bring their lunch;
coffee, tea and cookies will be served
for dessert. Attendees are encouraged
to come early to ensure a seat.
“A Story Telling with Balloon Animals” will be offered on Tuesday, December 6, from 3:45 to 4:30 p.m.
Cheryl Anne, from Currier’s Magical
Mania, will present an interactive entertainment show for children in pre-

kindergarten through fifth grade that
combines comedy, storytelling and
balloon twisting. In this program, human and alien take on form and travel
into new galaxies; mermaids magically appear and a frog takes on the
chores of the castle. Parents of the
youngest audience members must stay
with their children.
The Friday Operas on Film Series,
sponsored by the T. Robel Hill Foundation and presented by Mena Clemson,
will showcase Tosca by Giacomo
Puccini on December 9 at 1 p.m. Recorded on location in Rome in 1992,
this film stars Plácido Domingo,
Catherine Malfitano and Ruggero
Raimondi. The Symphony and Chorus
of Rome is conducted by Zubin Mehta.
Saturday Musical Getaways will feature “Winter Wonderland” on December 10 from 2 to 3 p.m. New Jersey
native Dave DeLuca returns for a family-oriented holiday sing-along.
“Guided Meditation for Inner
Peace” will be held on Thursday,
December 15, at 7:30 p.m. This month
Sally Younghans will teach Nada Yoga
(sound healing).
The Mountainside Public Library
is located at 1 Constitution Plaza. To
register for library programs, visit the
library or call (908) 233-0115.

Caregivers to Meet
Monday In Westfield

CRANFORD — The Cranford Recreation and Parks Department has announced that registration for its Winter 2016-2017 programs will start on
Monday, December 5. The brochure,
which was mailed to all Cranford residents, contains class information, pool
and fitness information, along with
information on important events and
happenings in the downtown.
Classes are for Cranford residents
only. Anyone with questions or requiring additional information is
asked to contact the recreation and
parks department at (908) 709-7283.

WESTFIELD — A support group
for those caring for elderly or chronically ill loved ones meets on the first
non-holiday Monday of each month,
at 7:30 p.m., in the parish center of St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church on
Lamberts Mill Road in Westfield.
These are information and sharing
sessions. The group will hold its next
meeting on December 5. For more
information, call Marilyn Ryan at
(908) 232-1214.

Cranford Rec. Reveals
Winter Registration

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

(TIMES)
and the

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs
• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia
Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
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too!

For in-depth
coverage of
important news
happening in
Your Town

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Restoration Committee, also known as the Mountainside
Historic Committee, invites all to
enjoy the spirit of the holidays present
and past during Gingerbread Open
House Weekend at the Deacon Andrew Hetfield House.
On Saturday, December 10, the
house will be open for adults only for
wine and cheese, and on Sunday,
December 11, the house will be open
for families. The historic home will
be decorated for the holidays. A donation of $5 per person is suggested;
proceeds will go toward the restoration of the Levi Cory House.
The adults’ open house will take
place from 2 to 4 p.m., starting off
with a visit from St. Nick. Light refreshments will be served, including
wine, cheese/crackers, baked goods
and beverages. Guests also will enjoy
prizes, music and holiday cheer.
The Family Gingerbread Open
House will be held from 1 to 4 p.m.
Multiple interactive events and
projects will be featured, including
gingerbread ornaments to decorate,

mini holiday arrangements to make,
a guessing contest, mulled apple
cider and baked goods to enjoy —
all surrounded by appropriate holiday décor and live music by the Our
Lady of Lourdes Children’s Choir
at 1:30 p.m. and the Deerfield
Middle School Instrumental Music
students at 3 p.m. Santa and Mrs.
Claus will visit the children and
families are invited to bring their
cameras.
On both days, the “Village Shop”
will be open showcasing holiday décor
items, ornaments, crafts and other
curiosities – both new and vintage.
Lasting holiday wreaths, swags and
floral designs, by Helen K. Snyder,
will be displayed and for sale. In the
future, the “Village Shop” will be
relocated to the neighboring Levi Cory
House after its restoration.
The Deacon Andrew Hetfield
House is located at Constitution Plaza
(Watchung Avenue, off Birch Hill
Road), adjacent to the Mountainside
Public Library. For further information, call (908) 789-9420 or go to
mountainsidehistory.org.

HOLIDAY FESTIVITIES...Mountainside Historic Committee members and
volunteers prepare for this year’s Gingerbread Open House weekend, to be held
from 2 to 4 p.m. on Saturday, December 10, with a wine and cheese for adults, and
Sunday, December 11, from 1 to 4 p.m. for families, at the Deacon Andrew Hetfield
House on Constitution Plaza.

Scotch Plains Resident Plans
Benefit Arts Performance
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD
— Krystle Tomlinson of Scotch Plains
will host a “Night of the Arts Performance” on Saturday, December 10,
at 4 p.m., at the Forest Road Park
Building in Fanwood. A $5 donation
may be purchased at the door. All
proceeds will go to the Children’s
Miracle Network organization.
Ten young children, students of Ms.
Tomlinson, will perform at the event.
Ms. Tomlinson has directed the children in musical and dance numbers to
showcase their talents, develop hidden assets and learn the joy of being
self-confident through the arts.
Ms. Tomlinson, a contestant in
the June 2017 competition for the

Christmas Shoppe Set
At Cranford Church
CRANFORD — The Cranford
United Methodist Church will host
its sixth annual Christmas Holiday
Shoppe and Soup Fest on Saturday,
December 10, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Children and adults alike will have
an opportunity to do their holiday
shopping.
More than 45 vendors will offer a
large variety of merchandise, crafts
and gifts in the Christmas Shoppe.
Five homemade soups will be available as part of a Soup Fest at lunchtime. Baked goods and lunch will be
available for purchase as well.
A Children’s Story Time with puppets by author Laura Sassi will be
held from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., in 20minute sessions. The Cranford High
School Madrigals also will perform.
The event will take place in the
church’s education building at 201
Lincoln Avenue, at the corner of
Walnut and Lincoln Avenues,
Cranford. Admission is free. For
more information, call Marti at
(908) 276-0936, send a message to
office@cranfordumc.com or visit
cranfordumc.com.

title of Miss New Jersey (Miss
America Organization), is a singer/
dancer herself and has chosen as
her platform of service for the year
APPLAUSE, which encourages
young individuals to develop their
talents and share them with others.
A student at the American Musical
and Dramatic Academy in New York
City, she plans to present a Broadway show tune for the talent segment
of the Miss New Jersey pageant.

Library Invites Youth
To Coding Classes
FANWOOD — This month, the
Fanwood Memorial Library will offer two coding classes for teens and
tweens, entitled “How to Talk to a
Robot” and “Hour of Code.”
“How to Talk to a Robot” will be
held on Monday, December 5, from
4 to 6 p.m., and is open to students
in grades 6 and up. Students will
learn how to code and communicate
with a robot in this fun class.
Presented by Robodyssey, the
class will include working in teams
to get a robot moving and will conclude with a friendly robot competition. All materials will be provided, but reservations are required
and participation limited to the first
25 students. To reserve a spot, call
the library at (908) 322-6400.
On Tuesday, December 6, from 4:30
to 5:30 p.m., the library will host an
“Hour of Code.” Students will learn
to code in fun interactive games. Participants are asked to bring their own
devices — laptops or tablets — or to
call the library to reserve one of the
library’s devices. This program is
open to those in grades 5 to 8.
The Fanwood Memorial Library
is located at 5 Forest Road. To find
out more about upcoming events at
the library, visit its website,
fanwoodlibrary.org, or call the library at (908) 322-6400.
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FCC to Present Programs
In Celebration of Advent
WESTFIELD – The First Congregational Church of Westfield invites
visitors to celebrate the season of
Advent through several worship opportunities and events around the
theme, “What Do You Want for Christmas?”
Each week during the month of
December, this question will be explored from a Biblical, spiritual and
personal perspective in a series of
sermons and adult studies programs.
Two worship opportunities this weekend include the “First Saturday” worship, an informal alternative that offers a holiday respite for time-pressured families, on December 3 at 5:30
p.m., and the regular Sunday worship
on December 4 at 10 a.m. Communion
will be served at both services.
Following the Sunday service, the
16th annual Alternative Gift Market
will take place in the church’s Patton
Auditorium. Participants make a
charitable donation on someone’s
behalf and receive a gift card to send
the recipient. The non-profits benefiting from this year’s gift market
include Bridges Outreach, Caring
Contact, Doctors Without Borders,
the Elizabeth Coalition to House the
Homeless, the FCC Food Closet,
Heifer International and Roots &
Wings. The Advent Festival, also on
December 4, at 3 p.m., will feature
craft-making, carols and dinner for
all ages.
The Advent adult studies series,
based on the book “All I Want For
Christmas Is” by James W. Moore,
will explore the Sunday message in
further depth. Participants will discuss what they can best give themselves and each other this Christmas,
including the gifts of good news, new
understanding, a better way of life

Garwood Knights
Launch Toy Drive
GARWOOD — The Garwood
Knights of Columbus are conducting a toy drive through December.
Donations of brand-new, unwrapped
toys on behalf of St. Joseph Social
Service Center in Elizabeth can be
dropped off after 4 p.m. weekdays,
or Sundays after 1 p.m., at the Council Hall, located at 37 South Avenue,
Garwood (opposite Food Emporium). Participants are asked to call
(908) 789-9809 first before bringing
donations on Saturdays. Parking is
available behind the building off Willow Avenue (turn at Marty Shoes).
Visitors are asked to use the sidedoor entrance.
Monetary donations may be made
payable to: “The Garwood K of C
Toy Drive,” Attention: Keith
Gallagher.
The Knights request that no toys
depicting violence or guns, dolls exploiting women, or old stuffed animals be donated.
For more information, call the
Knights at (908) 789-9809 after 4 p.m.
or Keith Gallagher at (908) 789-0931.
For more information on St. Joseph Social Service Center, go to
YouTube “Homeless in Elizabeth,”
parts one and two, or visit sjeliz.org.

Program to Address
Retirement Planning
CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library will sponsor a program entitled “Retirement Planning:
It’s Never Too Soon or Too Late to
Start” on Wednesday, December 7,
at 3 p.m. and again at 7:30 p.m., in
the Cranford Community Center.
The Community Center is located
at 220 Walnut Avenue.
The program will be presented
by Kevin Peacock, a founding partner of Astra Capital Management,
an investment advisory firm based
in New York City, and Justin
Godynick, a financial consultant at
Astra Capital Management.
Topics will include maximizing
Social Security benefits, investment
options and key considerations for
reaching financial goals. Admission
is free and all are welcome. For
information on other upcoming library events, visit the library Web
site at cranfordlibrary.org.

Special-Education Law
To Be Program Topic
CRANFORD — Attorney and advocate Greer Gurland will present a
program based on her recently published book “How to Advocate Successfully for Your Child: What Every
Parent Should Know about Special
Education Law,” this Saturday, December 3, at 2 p.m. It will take place
at the Cranford Community Center,
located at 220 Walnut Avenue.
This program will help parents understand their rights, explain available
resources and provide the tools they
need to advocate successfully for their
children. Ms. Gurland practiced corporate law and litigation in Manhattan
before turning her interests to advocating for children with special needs.
The mother of five special-needs children herself, she has worked for more
than a decade to forge relationships
between New Jersey school district
members and parents.
The Cranford Public Library will
sponsor this program. Admission is
free and all are welcome. To see other
upcoming programs sponsored by the
Cranford Public Library, visit the library Web page at cranfordlibrary.org.

SCOTCH PLAINS — During this
busy season, the Willow Grove Presbyterian Church invites the community to enjoy relaxed time with family
and people of all ages at its annual
Family Christmas Celebration. It will
take place this Sunday, December 4,
from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., following the 10 a.m. worship service.
Children and adults will have the
opportunity to make handmade
Christmas cards, decorate gingerbread houses, sing Christmas carols,
take photos with special Christmas
props, decorate cookies and make
ornaments, in preparation for the celebration of Jesus’ birth. Besides the
many activities offered, there will be
a lunch of sloppy joes, chips, carrots
and cookies.
The cost is $5 per person or $15
per family for supplies and lunch.
In addition to the activities, there
will be catalogs and gift cards available for alternative gifts. People
may look through or take copies of

Temple Reveals Dates
For Lunch and Learns

Church Youth Plan
Concert Dec. 11
WESTFIELD — The Youth Group
of the First Baptist Church of Westfield,
located at 170 Elm Street, will present
a musical variety concert on Sunday,
December 11, at 4:30 p.m. It will
begin in recital format showcasing a
variety of solo performers of diverse
style and musical development and
then proceed into a rock concert featuring the bands “Sorry in Advance”
and “Jasmine McMorran” from the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
Rock Performance Workshop.
Food and beverages will be available throughout the event. A free-will
offering will be taken at the door to
support the Youth Group missions.

Mountainside Seniors
Schedule Luncheon
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Family Christmas Event Set
Sunday at Willow Grove

and a stronger foundation. Free and
open to the public, the study series
meets on Monday evenings, December 5, 12 and 19, at 7:30 p.m., in the
church’s Chapel Lounge.
On Sunday, December 11, at 10
a.m., the annual Advent music service will present “The Joy of Christmas,” featuring familiar favorites and
new anthems from several countries,
performed by the church’s Festival
Chorus with guest soloists and instrumentalists. Afterwards, visitors are
invited to stay for “Bagels & Beliefs,” an informal brunch and opportunity to learn more about the history
and mission of the First Congregational Church.
The First Congregational Church,
a member of the United Church of
Christ, is located at 125 Elmer Street.
For additional information, call (908)
233-2494 or visit fccofwestfield.org.

WESTFIELD — Rabbi Kroloff’s
Lunch and Learns, a series of informal and lively discussions, will
take place at Temple Emanu-El beginning on Monday, December 12,
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Discussion topics will include
contemporary events, films of Jewish and general interest, spiritual
issues, aging wisely, family concerns, the rabbi’s “struggles,” Israel, the American Jewish community, and recent developments in
Jewish life.
On December 12, participants
will discuss David Brooks and
Martin Buber: “A New York Times
Mini-Lesson in Compelling Jewish Philosophy.” A complimentary
lunch will be offered.
Temple Emanu-El is located at
756 East Broad Street, Westfield.
Interested persons are asked to contact Carol Jassin at (908) 232-6770,
extension
no.
120,
or
cjassin@tewnj.org.
Additional dates for Lunch and
Learn events include March 20,
April 24 and May 15, 2017.

Thursday, December 1, 2016

Tiny Tim Carol Night Still
Needs Additional Groups

Photo by Emily Tebbetts Photography

MR. AND MRS. OLIVER GUO YU
(She is the former Miss Kristen Susan Dilzell)

Miss Kristen Susan Dilzell
Weds Oliver Guo Yu
Mr. and Mrs. David Dilzell of
Westfield are pleased to announce the
marriage of their daughter, Miss Kristen
Susan Dilzell, to Oliver Guo Yu, son of
Andy Yu and Sarah Min, of Naperville,
Ill. The couple married on Saturday,
October 8, 2016, at the Olde Mill Inn in
Basking Ridge, N.J., with the bride
given in marriage by her father.
Michael Reiss, college friend of
the bride and groom, officiated the
service and also served as a groomsman. Hari Ramesh, childhood friend
of the groom, served as the best man.
Other groomsmen included Bobby
Yu, cousin of the groom; Alexander
O’Connell, Christopher Hill, Daniel
Entrup, Michael Flint and Stephen
Berkowitz, all friends of the groom.
Jennifer Dilzell, sister of the bride,
served as the maid of honor. Bridesmaids included Mellisa Yu, sister of
the groom; Georgia Mierswa Brodsky
and Stephanie Musat, both formerly
of Westfield; Amirah Khouzam,
Olivia Moore, Samara Levy and Zoë
Proom, all friends of the bride.
Maureen Brehm of Westfield, a
friend of the bride’s family, and Sandy
Lu, cousin of the groom, gave readings selected by the couple. Valerie,
Fausto and Patricia Pineda of The
Pineda Conservatory provided keyboard and vocal accompaniment for
the processional and recessional.
Alumnae of After Eight, the bride’s
college a cappella group, sang during
the ceremony.

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Senior
Citizen Club of Mountainside will
host a luncheon on Saturday, December 17, at noon. It will take place at
Publick House Restaurant, located at
899 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside.
The menu will include house salad,
a choice of herb marinated chicken
breast, grilled hanger steak or pan
roasted salmon for the entrée, and
coffee or tea with a choice of New
York style cheesecake, brownie trifle
or Crème Brûlée for dessert.
The cost is $25 for club members
and $29 for non-members. Checks
should be made payable to “The Senior Citizen Club of Mountainside.”
For further information, call Eve
Vitale at (908) 789-8568.

The bride graduated from
Westfield High School in 2007, received her Bachelor of Science in
Human Development from Cornell
University in 2011, and received her
Master of Science in Human Genetics and Genetic Counseling from
Stanford University in 2013. She
was previously employed by the
Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania as a Senior Genetic Counselor, and now works for NorthShore
University HealthSystem’s Center
for Medical Genetics in Evanston,
Ill. as the Lead Genetic Counselor.
The groom graduated from Wayland
High School in Wayland, Mass. in 2007
and received his Bachelor of Science in
Economics from Cornell University in
2011. He previously worked as a consultant at Opera Solutions in New York
City, then as a senior consultant at
Deloitte in Philadelphia. Mr. Yu currently is a student at Kellogg Business
School at Northwestern University and
will graduate with his Master of Business Administration in 2018.
A rehearsal dinner was hosted by
the parents of the groom at Vine restaurant in Basking Ridge. A shower
was hosted by Susan Davis, a friend
and neighbor of the bride’s family, at
her Westfield home.
The couple met while students at
Cornell University. They currently
reside in Evanston, Ill., and will be
honeymooning in the Maldives this
December.

the catalogs to give a donation to a
non-profit organization that is working to end hunger, poverty and
homelessness. Catalogs and gift
cards will include Heifer Project
International and Family Promise
of Union County.
Reservations by December 1 are
appreciated. To make reservations
or for more information about Willow Grove Church, call the office at
(908) 232-5678 or e-mail the church
at office@willowgrovechurch.org.
Interested persons also are encouraged to visit the church’s website at
willowgrovechurch.org and its
Facebook page – Willow Grove Presbyterian Church.
The Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church (PCUSA) is located at 1961
Raritan Road, Scotch Plains, across
the street from the Scotch Plains
south-side firehouse and soccer
field. There is ample on-site parking and all facilities are handicapaccessible.

FANWOOD/SCOTCH PLAINS
— The annual Tiny Tim Carol Night
Fundraiser is scheduled for
Wednesday, December 7, between
4 and 8 p.m. Residents of Fanwood
and Scotch Plains will sing seasonal songs and collect donations
for the Tiny Tim Fund in their
neighborhoods.
The Tiny Tim Fund is a non-profit
organization that provides financial
assistance to children of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood in need of medical or dental care, psychological
testing, prescriptions or medical
supplies and equipment. The orga-

Looking for a home, or considering reﬁnancing?

Choosing a loan just got easier!
Call me to ﬁnd out how we can work together.

nization is run by a volunteer board
of trustees and has been supporting
families in need since 1983.
Carol Night is the organization’s
sole fundraiser. Additional groups
are still needed for this community
service. For more information, call
Flavia at (908) 753-4228 or Mari at
(908) 233-6513.
Light refreshments will be served to
carolers when they turn in their canisters at the Stage House Restaurants in
Scotch Plains on December 7.
Contributions can be made directly to: The Tiny Tim Fund, P.O.
Box 181, Fanwood, N.J. 07023.
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Owen Brand
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NMLS# 222999
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Capital One, N.A., NMLS ID 453156, Equal Housing Lender. JB36436 01/16
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Dominic B. Fontana, 80, of Westfield;
Was Active Community Member
Dominic B. Fontana died peace- group, as well as St. Rita’s Church in
fully at home in Westfield on Wednes- Gouldsboro, Pa. He was a founding
day, November 23, surrounded by his member of Bon Vivants, a post-Newloving family. He was born in Port comers couples group, and also CoArthur, Tex., on January 11, 1936 to Weds of the Presbyterian Church.
Dominic and Mary (née Bartolotta) When his children were young, Dom
Fontana, and crowned The Prince of was an enthusiastic member of the
All Port Arthur. The family, including Grant School Players, and coached
his younger brother, SalWestfield Girls’ Softball
vador, moved to New
and Boys’ Baseball for
Orleans in 1941. Dom
many years. A lifelong
attended Jesuit High
stamp collector, he conSchool and then Tulane
tinued trading and colUniversity, where he
lecting in the Westfield
was active in ROTC and
Stamp Club; was a memlater served as a transber and volunteer of the
portation engineer in the
Friends of the Westfield
U.S.Army. Upon graduMemorial Library; treaation with a mechanical
surer of the Genealogiengineering degree, he
cal Society of the West
began a long, successFields; a member of the
ful career as a sales enWestfield Historical SoDominic B. Fontana
gineer commissioning
ciety and Knights of
power plants all over the world. Dom Columbus; and an Associate member
and his wife, Ann, met in Bay City, of the Westfield Sons of the American
Mich., married in 1960 and moved to Revolution. Dom particularly enjoyed
Westfield in 1968. They raised their his involvement as a ROMEO (Rethree children, Susan, Lori and tired Old Men Eating Out) and playDominic, Jr., in Westfield. In addition ing golf with his Duffers golf group at
to his wife, Ann, his brother, Salvador their summer home in the Poconos.
(Maryann), and two nieces, Maria (Joe) Dom will be deeply missed by his
and Victoria (Andrew), he is survived family, friends, neighbors and coby Susan Fontana and her husband, workers, the many lives he has
Eoin O’Regan, Lori and Peter Keenan touched.
and their children, Teddy, Annie and
Visitation will be at Dooley ColoMatthew, and Dominic, Jr. and Carolyn nial Funeral Home on Sunday, De(née Hanlon) Fontana and their chil- cember 4, from 2 to 5 p.m. A Funeral
dren, Abigail, Grace and Lucia. He Mass will be held Monday, December
delighted in his six grandchildren. Dom 5, at 11 a.m., at the Catholic Church of
is also survived by cousins, nieces and the Holy Trinity in Westfield. Cremanephews from Michigan to Louisiana. tion entombment will be at the family
Dom’s community interests and mausoleum in New Orleans.
involvement were extremely diverse
In lieu of flowers, donations may be
and multi-denominational through- made in his memory to Overlook Thoout his life and into retirement, where mas Glasser Caregivers Center, Holy
many knew him as “the Ragin’ Cajun.” Trinity Christian Aid, the GenealogiHe was an active member of the Catho- cal Society of the West Fields or the
lic Church of the Holy Trinity, where Westfield Historical Society. See the
he belonged to a Wednesday morning Dooley Colonial Funeral Home
Why Catholic study group as well as website for details on gift giving,
a Saturday morning prayer group, www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com.
December 1, 2016
and also attended St. Helen’s prayer
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REAL ESTATE
DIVORCE LAW
ACCREDITED FAMILY LAW MEDIATOR

201 SOUTH AVE
WESTFIELD
654-8885

– Obituaries –

Robert M. Eichhorn, 94, Navy Veteran,
Physicist and Local Church Leader
Robert M. Eichhorn, 94, of San Technical Achievement (in DielecAntonio, Fla., was born in East trics), and by the Wire Association
Orange, N.J. in 1922, lived in International with its Mordica MeWestfield, N.J. and moved to Lake- morial Award.
Mr. Eichhorn is predeceased by
wood in 1999. He was a physicist,
his beloved wife of 64
a U.S. Navy veteran of
years, Ruth Connolly
World War II, and a
Eichhorn. His surviChurch Leader, Modvors include his
erator of the First Condaughter,
Linda
gregational Church in
Hileman, and her husWestfield, N.J. He
band, Gary, of Tampa,
graduated from Drew
Fla.; his son, R. Scott
University and comEichhorn, and his wife,
pleted his graduate
Joan, of Basking
studies in Physics,
Ridge, N.J.; four
Chemistry and Mathgrandchildren, Robert
ematics at Stevens InHenry and his wife,
stitute of Technology,
Jessica, Lori Hays and
The Polytechnic Instiher husband, Mike,
tute of Brooklyn, and
Robert M. Eichhorn
Tom Eichhorn and his
Rutgers, The State Uniwife, Tina, and Lisa
versity of New Jersey.
Mr. Eichhorn retired as a Senior Kehoe and her husband, Tom; and
Research Associate at Union Car- five great-grandchildren, Tyler and
bide Corp. in 1993 and continued Hailey Hays, and Tyler, Connor
as an independent consultant in the and Teigan Kehoe. He also leaves
field of high voltage and high fre- his brother, Harry, and his wife,
quency organic dielectrics for five Kathy.
Visitation will be held on Friday,
years. He was also a Visiting Research Associate at The U.S. Na- December 2, 2016, from 9:30 to
tional Bureau of Standards for a 11:30 a.m., at the D’Elia Funeral
short time, and advisor to Nippon Home, 1300 Vermont Avenue,
Unicar in Japan and Unifos in Swe- Lakewood, N.J. 08701. A funeral
den. He served as Associate Editor service will be held on Friday, Deof the Trans. On Electrical Insula- cember 2, 2016, at 11:30 a.m., at
tion and Dielectric Phenomena, the funeral home. Interment will
Co-Editor of Vol. 2A Engineering take place at Fairview Cemetery in
Dielectrics, and published over Westfield, N.J.
In lieu of flowers, contributions
forty technical papers and encyclopedia articles, a few translated may be made in Bob’s memory to
into German, French, Japanese and LifePath Hospice, 12470 Telecom
Drive, Suite 300 West, Temple TerSpanish.
Mr. Eichhorn was honored by race, FL 33637.
Bob was a wonderful man and he
Drew University with its Alumni
Award for Outstanding Achieve- will be greatly missed by all who
ment in Science, by the IEEE with knew him.
December 1, 2016
election to Fellowship and the
Dakin Award for Distinguished

Ruth C. Seemon, Active With Church;
Enjoyed Family, Friends and Music
A memorial service for Ruth C.
(née Petersen) Seemon of Springfield, who passed away peacefully
on Wednesday, November 23, 2016,
surrounded by her loving family,
will be held on Saturday, December
3, at 11 a.m., at the First United
Methodist Church, 1 East Broad
Street, Westfield.
She was born on November 7,
1925 in Clark, N.J. She was the
daughter of the late Peter and Marie
Petersen and sister of the late Peter
M. Petersen, Jr.
She was married to Edward T.
Seemon until his death in 1986.
During World War II she worked at
Hyatt Ball Bearing Company and
she also worked at the Greco Cleaning Company.
She enjoyed family, friends and
music. She was a long-time active
member of the First United Methodist Church of Westfield, N.J. and

Those we miss will always be in our memories
ƵƌŝŶŐƚŚŝƐŚŽůŝĚĂǇƐĞĂƐŽŶ͕ǁĞǁŝƐŚƚŚŽƐĞĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐŝŶŐĂůŽƐƐƚŚĞĐŽŵĨŽƌƚƚŚĂƚŚĂǀŝŶŐ
ĨĂŵŝůǇĂŶĚĨƌŝĞŶĚƐĂƌŽƵŶĚƚŚĞŵĐĂŶƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ͘
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ϵϬϴͲϮϯϯͲϬϮϱϱ
:ŽŚŶ>͘ŽŽůĞǇDŐƌ͘E:>ŝĐ͘EŽ͘ϰϭϬϬ
:ŽƐĞƉŚ&͘ŽŽůĞǇŝƌ͘E:>ŝĐ͘EŽ͘ϮϱϰϳŚĂƌůĞƐ:͘dŽŵďƐŝƌ͘E:>ŝĐ͘EŽ͘ϰϬϬϲ

Helping families since 1913

a lifetime member of American Legion Post No. 328 in Clark, N.J.
She is survived by her daughters,
Margaret Ann Embley of Naples,
Fla. and Barbara M. Juarez of
Springfield, N.J., and sons, Edward
D. Seemon of Annandale, N.J. and
Larry P. Seemon of North Plainfield,
N.J. She also will be deeply missed
by her six grandchildren, nine greatgrandchildren and one great-greatgrandchild.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital;
www.supportstjude.org.
Arrangements are by Dooley Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue,
Westfield.
December 1, 2016

Caboose Mystery Is
Sunday at Library
FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Memorial Library, located at 5 Forest Road, invites the community to
come to the library this Sunday,
December 4, at 2 p.m., for the Caboose Mystery with Steve the Conductor.
This interactive program combines theatre, storytelling, comedy,
audience participation and magic
to spark curiosity and gets the entire audience involved in helping
to solve a mystery.
As the audience helps discover the
clues, children will begin to realize
the powers that a book can hold and
how reading can unlock doors to an
imaginative, magical world.
The program will take place right
before the tree-lighting party at the
Fanwood Train Station. Families
will be able to attend the show and
then walk to the party. This event is
part of the Fanwood First Sunday
series sponsored by the Friends of
the Fanwood Memorial Library.
For more information, call the
library’s Children’s Department at
(908) 322-4377.

www.goleader.com

Criminal Defense Matters
State and Municipal Criminal Court
Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

Alice C. Barbiere, 68, Loving Wife,
Mother, Grandmother and Sister
Alice Catherine Barbiere (née for breastfeeding and child care
Schneider) passed away on Sunday, around the world.
November 27, 2016, at the age of
Growing up in Clark, N.J., Alice
68. She passed peacegraduated from Kean
fully in her home folUniversity with her
lowing a courageous
Bachelor’s and Master’s
four-year battle with
degrees in Fine Arts.
breast cancer.
Most recently, she
Alice is survived by
proudly worked as the
her devoted husband of
accountant for Two Ton
49 years, Dr. Mario C.
Brewing Co., a familyBarbiere, and their four
owned and operated
loving sons, Jim, Chris,
business. Her interests
Mike and Matthew.
included music, the arts,
Alice was also blessed
needlework, reading and
with the love of two
the outdoors.
d a u g h t e r s - i n - l a w,
Services will be held
Mairin and Jackie, and
on Friday, December 2,
two grandchildren,
from 3 to 8 p.m., at Gray
Alice C. Barbiere
Kaleb and Kaia. AddiFuneral Home, located
tionally, Alice is survived by her at 318 East Broad Street, Westfield.
loving siblings, Jim Schneider, John
Alice was a lover of nature, and
Schneider, Janice Midgley and passionately devoted to protecting
Carol Sereda.
the environment. As such, in lieu of
A forty-year resident of Westfield, flowers, the Barbiere family will be
Alice was an active member of the collecting donations for the restocommunity; she sang in the ration of the rhododendron garden
Chansonettes choir and was fondly at the Watchung Reservation. Any
remembered for her participation in checks made out to “The County of
the annual Washington Elementary Union” and mailed to 519 Lenox
School shows. Alice, through her Avenue, Westfield, N.J. 07090 will
role in La Leche League Interna- be utilized for this purpose.
December 1, 2016
tional, also worked as an advocate

Nora Sutter, 77, Westfield Resident;
Lifelong Educator and Learner
Nora was known for her intelliNora Sutter, 77, of Westfield, N.J.,
passed away peacefully on Monday, gence, keen sense of humor, sensitivNovember 21, at Robert Wood ity, goodness and grace. She will be
Johnson University Hospital-Rahway missed by all who knew her.
She was predeceased by her parafter a brief illness.
Born in Peekskill, N.Y., Nora was ents, Denis and Nora (O’Brien)
Brosnan; her sister, Mary
raised in Pleasant Plains
Brosnan Hunt, and her
on Staten Island, N.Y. Afbrother, John Brosnan.
ter graduating from Notre
In addition to her husDame College for
band of 53 years, David,
Women, she did a brief
Nora is survived by her
stint as a social worker
daughters, Mary and
before finding her true
Jeanne; her sister, Sr.
vocation as a teacher. She
Sheila Brosnan; her
later earned a master’s debrother, Patrick; her many
gree in library science
nieces and nephews, and
from Rutgers University.
a host of cousins in the
Nora began teaching
United States, Ireland,
Nora Sutter
in the New York City
England and Australia.
school system but spent
The funeral mass was celebrated
the largest part of her career in
Edison, N.J., at both Edison and JP on Saturday, November 26, at the
Stevens High Schools, where she Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
found many friends among her col- in Westfield. Burial was private.
Arrangements were by the Dooley
leagues. Following her retirement,
she pursued her lifelong dream to Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Avspeak fluent French, attending enue, Westfield.
Donations may be made to the
classes at the Alliance Francaise,
traveling to Quebec and France to Sisters of Charity, Catholic Charistudy, and gathering regularly with ties, Westfield Rescue Squad, the
fellow Francophones in Edison and P.E.O. organization and any group
Westfield. A devoted reader and a that supports education, especially
movie fan, she especially loved mur- of girls and women.
December 1, 2016
der mysteries, and also enjoyed cooking and collecting cookbooks.

Library Programs to Address
Sewing Repairs, Repurposing
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will present two
workshops, including “Make your
own Repairs with Simple Sewing
Techniques” on Thursday, December 8, at 6:30 p.m., and “Repurposing
101: The Holiday Edition” on Saturday, December 10, at 1:30 p.m.
Karen Camden will present both
programs. In the first, she will describe a variety of hand-sewing techniques designed to complete basic
repairs. Attendees will learn shortcuts, tips and the sewing techniques
needed to avoid costly tailor shop
visits. Ms. Camden suggests that participants bring an article of clothing
that needs a simple repair.
The Repurposing workshop will
focus on finding creative, new uses
for old items. “Do you admire
people with a knack for repurposing
and seeing endless potential in old
things?” asked Ms. Camden. “I’ll
show you how to ‘make this out of
that’ just in time for the holidays.”
Ms. Camden is a frequent speaker
at the library who gives computer
classes and workshops on organizing, repurposing, kitchen gardens and
sewing. She is the president of
Camden Associates, a consulting firm
that provides services in communications and people skills, organizational

assessments and clutter control.
These programs are free and open to
Westfield Memorial Library and MURAL cardholders. MURAL cardholders
belong to libraries that are part of the
Middlesex Union Reciprocal Agreement Libraries. To see if one’s library
participates, check the Westfield Memorial Library website, wmlnj.org. To
register for the programs, visit
wmlnj.org and click on the Online Calendar, or call (908) 789-4090, option 0.
Westfield Memorial Library hours
are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday
through Thursday; 9:30 a.m. to 5
p.m., Friday and Saturday, and 1 to 5
p.m. on Sunday.
For more information on library
programs and services, call (908) 7894090, visit wmlnj.org and sign up for
the monthly e-newsletter, “Library
Loop,” or stop by the library at 550
East Broad Street for a copy of its
award-winning, quarterly newsletter,
“Take Note.”
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Alumni Inducted Into
SPFHS Hall of Fame

APPRECIATING FREEDOM...During the Veteran’s Day ceremony held at
Edison Intermediate School in Westfield, the salute to the flag was accompanied
by the presentation of colors by the Combat Logistics Battalion 25 from Red Bank.

Edison Intermediate School
Pays Tribute to Veterans
WESTFIELD – Edison Intermediate School in Westfield thanked
America’s veterans on November 15
in a filled gymnasium decorated in
red, white and blue banners paying
tribute to the country’s servicemen
and women.
Special guest, Brenda Sue Fulton,
who in 1976 was a member of the first
female class in the US Military Academy at West Point, gave three reasons
why she is proud to be a US Army
veteran: leadership, respect for all,
and support of the constitution. Ms.
Fulton was a signal officer, served as
both a platoon leader and company
commander in Germany, before receiving an honorable discharge at the
rank of Captain.
In addition to Ms. Fulton, other
invited veterans lined the bleachers
while being entertained by the school’s
concert band and eighth grade chorus

under the direction of John Scozzaro,
Kenneth Horn, and Kristine SmithMorasso. In addition to music, a slide
show, and readings by students, a
salute to the flag was accompanied by
the presentation of colors by the Combat Logistics Battalion 25 from Red
Bank.
Edison Principal Matthew Bolton
took time to advise the 829 member
study body comprised of sixth, seventh and eighth graders. “You are
going through a significant time in
your life,” stated Mr. Bolton. “You
make decisions about who you want
to be. You need models for good
character and values. There are no
better models than the United States
veterans,” he concluded.
“Our veterans protect our rights,”
stated Social Studies teacher and
Master of Ceremony, John Stasi. “Say
‘Thank You’ every chance you get.”

WE SUPPORT OUR POLICE AND FIRE DEPARTMENTS...St. Paul’s Day
School Students came together to show thanks to the men and women who serve
on the Westfield Police and Fire Departments by making them over 140 bags filled
with (Hershey’s) kisses and special thank you cards.

Holy Trinity School Qualifies
For Robotics Championship
WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity
School (HTS) Robotics Club qualified to move onto the state competition for the second time in three
years after a great showing in the
qualifying round. HTS was one of
only nine teams of the 43 in attendance to qualify.
Holy Trinity’s team, named Fellowship of the Brick, also won the
“Imagery Award” for attractiveness
in engineering and visual aesthetic
integration of machine and team
appearance. The qualifying round,
held at Clifton High School on November 19, was sponsored by the
Montclair Society of Engineers.
Holy Trinity’s team, made up of
seven students in grades four to
eight, will move on the North New
Jersey competition on Saturday,
December 10 in Flanders. Team
members include Sebastian
Agasino, Angelika Demetrick,
Daniel Fannick, Anna Maliakal,
Cyril Maliakal, Guilia Patti, and
Jonathan Scalia. The team is
coached by Joe Demetrick, who led
the robot team building, and Ashok
Maliakal, who led the research
project component.
“Our kids represented themselves

well in all aspects against some really tough competition,” said Mr.
Demetrick. “We’ll be working on
the robot all the way up to States.”
FIRST Lego League, a partnership between the international robotics non-profit FIRST and the
Lego Group, challenges children in
more than 80 countries to think like
scientists and engineers, while competing against their peers from other
schools and community groups.
In addition to competing in the
robot game, the team must research
a project based on the year’s theme.
This year the teams had to choose
and show how to solve a real-world
problem related to human-animal
interaction.
HTS’ project was about the growing problem of lost fishing nets
which threaten ocean life worldwide. Their proposed solution
would use sonar-based tags attached
to nets to aid in the recovery of lost
portions of nets. As part of their
research they interviewed professionals via Skype to help develop
their idea. They received positive
feedback and learned that their concept has merit and isn’t something
currently done in the industry.

SCOTCH PLAINS – On November 15, the public was deeply inspired by the stories of six Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) alumni who were inducted
into the school's Hall of Fame.
Moria Cappio, class of 1998, is
Vice President for Early Childhood
Programs at the Children's Aid Society in New York City, a nonprofit
whose mission is to support children
who are living in poverty go from
cradle to college. She has also been
involved with Sister Pat's Camp for
cancer for over twenty years.
Growing up, Ms. Cappio was very
fond of the Adopt-a-Cop that visited
her elementary school as part of the
DARE program in the eighties. When
she was Head Start director in East
Harlem, in a neighborhood consisting of predominantly newly immigrated Mexican families, Ms. Cappio
arranged for a police officer in uniform to read to young children with
family members present. The parents and children were visibly uneasy the first time because they were
not used to this, explained Ms.
Cappio.
"That year as a community we did
some incredible work around building positive relationships between
the police and the immigrant community. We facilitated open dialogue, joint activities, we ate together, played together, all in the
spirit of breaking down barriers to
learn more about the other....I'm particularly proud of this example, because I think that it's a good reminder of how important it is to have
respectful conversations with people
that are different, in order to gain
understanding and to move forward,”
Ms. Cappio articulated.
Because Cappio grew up in Scotch
Plains, she feels it was always assumed that she would go to college.
But for some of the kids that Ms.
Cappio currently works with in the
South Bronx, in the poorest Congressional district in the country,
going to college is far from an absolute, Ms. Cappio points out. As part
of Ms. Cappio's "life of service" she
is committed "to work towards supporting others so that they might
have access to all the incredible opportunities like the ones I had". She
works to empower children as well
as their families.
Cynthia Sayer '74, an international
jazz banjoist who has performed at
the White House and is a member of
the National Four String Banjo Hall
of Fame, was led into her career by
chance. "When I saw the [SPFHS]
Moonglowers, and I saw the drums
swinging in the Jazz Band, I wanted a
drum set. And that was a really big
deal to me. I had a fight with my
parents for two weeks, and they said
'no' 'too loud' 'too much racket', and I
was very headstrong about it, and one
day I came home from school and
there was this banjo on my bed. I
knew immediately it was a bribe, I
knew immediately I would never get
my drums, and I thought, 'Okay, I'll
play this thing, you know, whatever',
and you know the strangest accidents
lead to your life: The person you end
up spending your life with, the things
you end up doing for your life...I
stumbled across this. It was really by
accident,” Ms. Sayer marveled.
Michael Antal's ('65) widow, Ann,
wrote in a letter from Hawaii, about
an early experience that showed Mr.
Antal's heart. "Science was always
Michael's passion,” wrote Mrs. Antal.
He told me that when he was in
kindergarten the teacher had the boys
and girls line up in separate lines to
visit the lavatory. Michael was so
excited and happy, but he had misunderstood. He thought the children
were going to visit the laboratory. So
you see, science was always in his

blood".
"The patent for which he was most
proud of was for the flash carbonization process which produced high
yields of charcoal.....Michael proved
that charcoal can play a role in arresting global warming [by sequestering carbon dioxide and reducing
the carbon dioxide level in the atmosphere]. Charcoal is the renewable
equivalent of coal, but unlike coal,
charcoal has no mercury or sulfur so
it is environmentally friendly,” wrote
Mrs. Antal.
Marc Shaiman '74 was in London
and unable to attend the ceremony,
but delivered a taped video message
to those in attendance. “Later on as a
teenager Marc went to New York
and while trying to get a job playing
piano in a bar, he met some
girls...They were working with a
woman by the name of Bette Midler
on Saturday Night Live TV show.
Midler got him the job as a backup
pianist on the show. When the regular pianist left, he got that job. When
Midler and Rob Reiner decided to
go to Los Angeles, they took Marc
with them, and that is how he became involved with movies,” stated
Skip Ungar.
John Bernard Riley '71 is an accomplished Grammy-winning jazz
drummer, who has played drums
since he was in fourth grade at Coles
Elementary School. Mr. Riley in the
last six months has had the honor and
privilege of playing in eight countries throughout the world in addition to the United States, "playing
concerts and discussing music with
professionals and students in all of
these environments". Riley remarked
that his music teachers in the district
"gave me the foundation that allowed
these things to happen".
The late Dr. Christian Lambersten,
class of '34, who invented SCUBA
(Self-contained underwater breathing apparatus), was noted by his colleagues as having a very hands-on
approach in training American commandos in how to use his invention
during World War II. "He really did
not have to go on these missions, but
he did so,” pointed out Marie
DiFrancesco Leppert, who had nominated Dr. Lambertsen. Early on, the
Navy had shown little interest in Dr.
Lambertsen's invention. But Dr.
Lambertsen did not give up, pitching
his idea to the Office of Strategic
Studies, which liked the idea and
partnered with Lambertsen.
David Heisey, principal of SPFHS,
praised the inductees, explaining,
"We see you as a role model for our
current and future students".
To find information on all thirty
members of the Hall of Fame, and to
nominate an alumni you feel deserves
to be in the Hall, please visit the
Scotch Plains- Fanwood High School
Alumni Association's website at
www.spfk12.org/alumni

TINKER LEARNING...Tamaques Elementary School librarian Christine Pitarresi
guides fourth grader Sam Cohen with more craft ideas while classmate Alice Xi
taps into her creative side by tinkering with duct tape and cardboard in the newly
designed “Makerspace” area of the school’s library.

Tamaques Librarian
Launches Makerspace
WESTFIELD – With the objective
of fostering students' critical thinking, imagination and creativity,
Westfield Public School librarian
Christine Pitarresi has spearheaded a
new program at Tamaques Elementary, called "Makerspace." Observing current trends and needs for growing minds, Ms. Pitarresi enthusiastically noted, "We used to be a society
of makers, now we are becoming a
society of consumers...we need our
students to embrace creative thinking
and problem solving again."
With the full support of Principal
David Duelks, funds from the
Tamaques PTO, and a grant from the
Education Fund of Westfield, Ms.
Pitarresi launched Makerspace. Students in all grades one through five
will cycle through during lunch sessions at Makerspace .
Entering a transformed library, the

students can choose between several
stations. For now, there is a full Lego
wall with specialized engineering-related challenges, creative building
stations with goal-based projects and
an iPad-based station to guide students through drawing techniques.
“It’s fun and we’re able to create
stuff,” said fourth grader Bianca
Vesuna.
Although Makerspace has already
received an incredibly positive welcome, Ms. Pitarresi is not sitting on her
laurels. Her ideas for projects later in
the year include iPad-enabled animation with specialized green screens
and experiments with electric circuitry.
Principal Duelks is thrilled with the
outcome. "We have succeeded in providing an environment where our kids
can have a blast while expanding their
problem-solving skills. I wish I had
that when I was a kid!"

WHS Student Earns
Martial Arts Medals
DUBLIN, IRELAND – Julia
Plawker, a WHS sophomore, just returned from Dublin, Ireland from a
week of martial arts world competition (World Karate and Kickboxing
Commission). After winning eight
national titles over the past two years,
she was invited to join The USA
Team after the qualifiers in Michigan
six months ago.
Julia qualified to compete in multiple divisions in sparring, weapons
and forms and brought home seven
world titles - four gold, a silver, and
two bronze medals.
"It was such an amazing experience with the other competitors from
our team, and I met the nicest people
from other countries," Julia said.

DECEMBER

SCHOLARS...The following Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School students, pictured above, have earned National Merit Scholarships: Caroline O. McNichol,
Max L, Mazursky, Isaac Velasquez, Sydney Mills, Justin R. Greenman, Julia G.
Guarneri and Lucas Stein. Not pictured is Deblina Mukherhjee.

A wonderful Christmas
gift suggestion

2016

EVENTS AT THE WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY
550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090 www.wmlnj.org
Hours: Monday-Thursday 9:30 am - 9:00 pm
Friday & Saturday 9:30 am - 5:00 pm Sundays Hours 1:00 - 5:00 pm
Closed December 24-26 for Christmas
Closing at 3:00 pm on December 31 for New Year’s Eve
and Closed January 1 and 2 for New Year’s

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS (Check website for sign up information)

12/1

2:00 pm

Make an Origami Holiday Ornament

12/2

1:30 pm

TGIF! Travel: China (video)

12/3

2:00 pm

Pianist Sandberg and violinist Brock—Duo

12/7

7:00 pm

Re-MemberThen-DooWop Acappella Group

12/8

6:30 pm

Make your own Simple Sewing Repairs

12/9

1:30 pm

TGIF! Marvin Hamlisch (video)

12/10

1:30 pm

Repurposing 101: Holiday Edition

12/12

2 & 6:30 pm

Foreign Film: Dark Horse English

12/13

10:00 am

Coloring for Adults (materials provided)

12/13

7:00 pm

Marlene VerPlanck-Weiss Family Jazz Series

12/16

1:30 pm

TGIF! Classic Movie: A Christmas Story

a subscription
to the
LEADER / TIMES
First in local
readership, advertising, features
and news coverage
just $33.00
for 52 Big Issues!

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN (Check website for sign up information)

12/2

3:45 pm

Chess Club for Kids-must know how to move pieces

12/6

10:30 am

It’s Movie Time: Animated Picture Books

12/6

1:00 pm

¡Hora de cuentos! Bilingual Storytime (3-5 yrs)

12/6

6:30 pm

Evening LEGO Club (grades 1-5) no kindergarten

12/8 & 15

10:30 am

Sing Along w-Sister String (all ages w/caregiver)

12/17

10:00 am

Paws to Read - Young readers read to dogs
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The Scotch Plains – Fanwood
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OBLACHINSKI 16 TD PASSES, RAN 15 TDs; BAKIE 13 TDs

Cougar Footballers Regained
Momentum, Finish Season, 7-3
drudging the year before, this time the
Cougars became the victims of a 4117 thrashing thanks to three secondhalf turnovers that resulted in Pioneer
touchdowns (TD). Senior quarterback
Brian Oblachinski had a touchdown
run and hit senior Ryan Bakie for a
TD reception. Junior Valentino
Ambrosio booted a field goal.
The Cougars rebounded to stop

Jersey, Group 3 tournament. Receiving the fifth seed, the Cougars lost to
the fourth-seeded Rumson-Fair Haven Bulldogs, the defending champions, who went on to topple top-seeded
Somerville and to face South
Plainfield for the title on December 3
at Rutgers University.
Possibly not expecting the vast
improvement of the Somerville Pioneers since handing them a 41-14

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After being unexpectedly rocked
by a very highly improved Somerville
team in the season opener and suffering a stunning overtime shocker to
Rahway two weeks later, the Cranford
High School football team collected
its thoughts and won six straight games
to finish the regular season with a 7-2
record and to qualify for the Central

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING HELP FROM HIS OFFENSIVE LINE...Blue Devil quarterback Phil Martini, No. 12, gets help from Jordan
Barham, No. 61, John McCauley, No. 73, Max Schwetje, No. 63, and Brett Spass, No. 75, to score a touchdown.

HOUSE RUNS 143-YDS, TD; MARTINI, ORTIZ, FREER TD

Blue Devils Down Cardinals
In ‘Turkey Day’ Classic, 30-14
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin (early November 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LEADING TEAM IN SCORING...Cougar senior quarterback Brian Oblachinski, No. 12, led his team in scoring with 15
touchdown runs and 16 touchdown passes, while chewing up 1,370 yards on the ground and amassing 1,484 in the air.

Working with some new faces on
offense, while retaining its fearsome
first team defense pretty much assured that the Westfield High School
football team would emerge victorious in the Annual Thanksgiving Day
game with the Plainfield Cardinals on

the natural turf at Hub Stine Field in
Plainfield on November 24. The 11-0
Blue Devils scored 27 second-quarter points and added a fourth-quarter
field goal to secure a 30-14 win in the
112th meeting of the two rivals to
grab a 60-45-7 advantage.
With senior receivers Mike
Moriarty and Kyle Dombrowski nurs-

ing some injures and senior Jack Shirk
catching a rest, senior quarterback
Phil Martini had to adjust to the patterns of the replacement receivers and
finished with seven completions for
42 yards, which included a two-yard
touchdown strike to freshman Colin
Freer. Martini, with the help of offen
CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

Congratulations to our Top Ten in Closed Sale
Volume YTD through October 31st.

The Kim Haley
Team

The Lisa Stafford
Team

Frank D. Isoldi

Jean Marie Morgan
Sales Associate

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate

Maryalice Ryan

Broker Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Elizabeth Bataille
Sales Associate

Virginia Garcia
Sales Associate

Jill Horowitz Rome
Sales Associate

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Coldwell Banker Westfield East Office
209 Central Ave Westfield, NJ 07090 • 908-233-5555
© 2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

TheIsoldiCollection.com
FRANK D. ISOLDI

#1 Agent Westfield Office Since 2006
Office: 908-233-5555 x 202 • Direct: 908-301-2038 • email: Frankisoldi@gmail.com • Broker/Sales Associate
©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
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Devil’s Den

11-0 WHS, Bridgewater
Get To Do It All Again
By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Alex Lowe (previous 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVILS GIRLS VOLLEYBALL TEAM...The Lady Blue Devils volleyball team placed second to the Union Catholic
Vikings in the Union County Tournament and finished with a 19-6 record.

Blue Devil V-Ballers’ Quest
For UCT Crown Falls Short
By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School girls
volleyball team accomplished a lot
during the recently completed 2016
season. It is what they did not get
done, however, that will probably sting
them for quite a while. For a second
straight season, Westfield was unable
to get over the giant obstacle that
stood between them and a Union
County Tournament (UCT) championship. That obstacle was the Union
Catholic Vikings.
Union Catholic and Westfield,
clearly the two best teams in Union
County by a country mile, have met six
times over the course of the past two
seasons and the Vikings have taken

five of those meetings, including a
straight set sweep in the UCT final this
year. The matches are always close,
tensely fought affairs but in the end,
Union Catholic usually comes up with
the victory leaving Westfield to ponder what might have been.
This season’s veteran Blue Devil
roster had pointed towards the inevitable UCT showdown ever since losing to the Vikings in the final a year
earlier. Westfield’s defensive minded
approach combined with a sneaky
good tap game at the net versus the
Union Catholic power game had always made for great contrast of styles
and the two teams never disappointed
in playing up to their potential.
Senior Leigh Scarano poignantly

It will be 11-0 WHS vs. 11-0
Bridgewater-Raritan Saturday, 1 p.m.,
at MetLife Stadium for the North 2
Group 5 sectional championship.
If that sounds familiar, it’s because
the same teams, with the same records,
met in the 2015 title final on the same
day – Dec. 3! WHS won a 10-7
nailbiter, ending a 38-year state-title
draught for Blue Devils football.
The teams, both ranked in the
nj.com Top 10, have played eight
times, all in the last decade. WHS
won six times, including the last five
meetings by an average score of 2612.
There were four common opponents in 2016: Elizabeth, Franklin,
Linden and Union. WHS outscored
them 108-30 during the regular season, while Bridgewater had a 99-35
advantage.
The Blue Devils’ strength is their
defense, especially their front four
plus one. Ends Owen Kessler and

four years of soccer at WHS and
swam on a state champion team as a
senior, then played on a national champion soccer team at William Smith
College; Becca (’15), who played
soccer, cross-country and swam at
WHS; and Allie (’17), who was on the
cross-country and swim teams.
WAHOF INDUCTION
The 12th induction dinner of the
Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame was
another orgy of Blue and White, champions and championships, nostalgia
and reminiscing. A record 20 inductees brought the WAHOF’s total to
157.
Honored were: Michael Baly, the
late Floyd Beane, the late Rudy
Brown, David Coleman, Chuck
Cosenza, Kathy Federici, Matt
Frawley, Dan Gilday, Emily MacNeil,
Jack Martin, Mike Murray, Ron Nobile, Wellington Ross, Rick Sampson,
Rudy Stanzel, Americo Vella, Amy
Williams, Dick Zimmer, 1986-88 boys

Love and Ed Tranchina.
Dr. Ken Cutrer, a former WHS athlete, made the trip north from Chattanooga, Tennessee, just to give the
invocation.
“I am honored to be here,” Cutrer
said. “It was one of the most memorable and fun nights of my life. It’s the
only way I’ll ever get into the Hall of
Fame. And my wife Gretchen was
dying to see the Franklin Bowl, since
she’d heard so many stories about it
and the Franklin Bowlers – Spider
Schneider, Chet (the Jet) West, Rock
Hunton, Huddy Whitenight, brother
Bob (Cutrer) and the ‘fence birds,’
who used to try and find Bob’s home
runs.”
For the record, those ‘fence birds’
were Glen Kehler, now the president
of the WAHOF, and Bruce Jester,
who captained the ’74 WHS football
team. They earned a nickel for every
ball returned, which was good money
in the mid-1960s.

summed up the disappointment immediately after losing to Union Catholic in the UCT final this season.
“We have seven seniors on this
team and the bond is very tight,” said
Scarano, who is set to play volleyball
at the University of Scranton next
year. “Not just for us but also with the
younger girls on the team. It is disappointing to be so close and not be able
to get it done and know that for a lot
of us, we won’t get the chance to
come back for another try next year.”
Westfield posted a 19-6 overall
record this season. The Blue Devils
had many quality victories, including
triumphs over Ridge, Hillsborough
and Watchung Hills. They defeated
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

STRIKING FEAR IN OPPONENTS...Blue Devil seniors Owen Kessler and Nick Maher have been mainstays in the defensive
line for three years. The team has gone 30-4 during that period.

Congratulations
Agents of the Month!
Experience,
Trust, Reliability & Service

Elizabeth Bataille
Sales Associate

Frank D. Isoldi
Broker Sales Associate

Maryalice Ryan
Sales Associate

WESTFIELD
$1,299,000
Stunning 5 BR CHC nestled on beautifully landscaped property! Renovated to perfection w/an
MLS 3334311
elegant, spacious floor plan.

SCOTCH PLAINS
$999,999
Magnificent 6BR Col w/HWF, custom woodwork &
trim, expansive kit w/brkfst bar, pantry & sep dining
area, prof lndscpd yard.
MLS 3323311

SCOTCH PLAINS
$999,900
ristine 5RR Colonial has been appointed with all of
the finest details and nestled on over a half acre of
lovely property.
MLS 3343443

WESTFIELD
$999,000
Gorgeous new 5BR home-New construction at
its finest! Top quality, open flr pln, coffered ceils,
crown molding & much more.
MLS 3331278

WESTFIELD
$949,000
Spacious 4BR Col, LR w/WBFP, FDR, spectacular
FR addition, Kit open to breakfast area, MBR w/
cathedral ceiling, gleaming HWF. MLS 3326960

SCOTCH PLAINS
$849,900
Cust built 4BR Col w/Contemporary flair. Cherry
Kit w/great counter & storage space, lots of natuMLS 3331159
ral light, park-like property.

WESTFIELD
$825,000
Enchanting 4BR Wychwood home w/versatile floor
plan-filled w/charm & personality. Wonderful
lower level Rec Room w/frplc.
MLS 3334502

WESTFIELD
$785,000
Custom built 4BR Expanded Ranch offers Foyer
w/skylight, FDR, updtd EIK w/SS applncs & granite
counters, FR w/fplc, MBR WICs. MLS 3337368

SCOTCH PLAINS TWP.
$749,000
Beautifully maintained 4BR Col on a cul-de-sac.
Gourmet kit w/large brkfst bar, FR w/vaulted ceil & gas
FP, MBR ste w/WIC.
MLS 3313109

SCOTCH PLAINS
$599,900
Beautifully maintained 4BR Col on park-like property w/open floor plan, FR w/WBFP, MBR ste w/WIC,
fin bsmnt & many updates.
MLS 3345082

SCOTCH PLAINS
$545,000
Wonderfully spacious 4BR Col has elegant LR w/
picture wndw, FDR, lrg EIK overlooking FR w/
WBFP, sldrs patio & fenced yard. MLS 3332192

SPRINGFIELD TWP.
$199,000
Impeccable 1BR Condo offers sunny location, lovely year-round views, HWF, updtd bth, spacious Kit
& lrg BR w/double closets.
MLS 3342885

Since 1986, the Westfield East Office has been recognized as one of the best in the Coldwell Banker Corporation.

Westfield East Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555
ColdwellBankerHomes.com
Coldwell Banker Home Loans
Call now for pre-approval • 888-317-5416
www.facebook.com/ColdwellBankerWestfield
© 2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Ask about our Coldwell Banker
Home Protection Plan

Jake Vall-Llobera, tackles Nick Maher
and Jeff Gagum, and Kyle
Dombrowski are 48 minutes of nonstop aggression. The linebacker corps
was untested in August, but with Shea
Elliott and Drew Ortiz inside, and
Jacob Dayon and Connor Scanlon
outside has become solid. And safety
Ben Kelly, a converted linebacker,
has stabilized the secondary, with talented junior corners Steve Barden
and Adam McDaniel.
The offense started out a superstrength. There was a veteran offensive line – Max Schwetje, Connor
Root, Jack McCauley and Brett Spass,
with newcomers Fran Alliegro and
Jordan Barham – opening holes for
Matt Varano, Ish Glasco and Jake
Kaplan. And with record-setting quarterback Phil Martini throwing to Jack
Shirk, Mike Moriarty and
Dombrowski, and Moriarty’s accurate toe, WHS was a three-ring circus
on offense.
But then injuries sidelined
cornerback Kyle Shirk (ACL, Aug.
20), Varano (ACL, Sept. 24), Glasco
(foot, Oct. 22) and Moriarty (ACL,
Nov. 12). Shirk, Varano and Glasco
were lost for the year. Moriarty delayed his surgery – the injury isn’t to
his plant (left) leg – so that he would
be able to kick in the championship
game.
“My doctor (former Blue Devil
Steve Kocaj) said that it (the injury)
can’t get any worse,” Moriarty said.
Using the next-man-up philosophy,
coach Jim DeSarno and his staff have
done a great job replacing the downed
stars. Junior Juandre House ran for
140 yards on Thanksgiving. In
Moriarty’s absence, junior Aidan
Boland has converted 11 of 13 PATs
and also added a field goal against
Plainfield.
Despite all the injuries, WHS brings
a state-best 24-game winning streak
into MetLife.
JUST WONDERING …
Will the anticipated huge WHS
crowd at Saturday’s state final be a
little bit larger now that the football
seasons at Bergen Catholic, Don
Bosco and St. Peter’s are over?
HISTORIC TOUCHDOWN
Freshman Colin Freer made history with his diving catch of a 1-yard
pass from Phil Martini with 32 seconds left in the first half of WHS’s 3014 Thanksgiving romp over Plainfield.
The short pass was good for a touchdown, making Freer just the third
ninth-grader in school history to score
a varsity TD. The most recent was
Brian Ciemniecki in 1992, a 20-yard
run against Newark East Side. The
first was Lee Waring in 1928, an 80yard punt return against Red Bank.
Ciemniecki and Waring are both in
the Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame.
Colin is the son of Chris Freer and
the former Meg De Oliva, both from
the class of ’87. Chris was the leading
scorer (19 goals) on the ’86 state
Group 4 champion soccer team and a
second-team all-stater, while Meg
played on the girls soccer team. Their
other kids are Sarah (’13), who played

tennis teams and 1991-94 golf teams.
“At a lot of schools a group like that
would be a great first induction class,”
said George Kapner, who was attending his 12th induction dinner, but first
as a member of the Board of Trustees.
The highlight among many awesome speeches was Martin, who got
everyone “jacked” by telling those in
attendance to “go home and get naked” after the ceremony.
Nearly two dozen former inductees
were in attendance: Owen Brand, Pete
Braun, Chris Campbell, Brian
Ciemniecki, John D’Andrea, Matt
Elmuccio, Pete Giordano, John Iglar,
Frank Jackson, Mark Jackson, Krissy
Jeremiah (Turner), Bruce Johnson,
Glen Kehler, Kim Kumpf, Roger
Love, Kathy Luckey, Ryan Mann,
Matt
McDonough,
Maggie
McFadden, Don Mutz, Kim Schmitt
(Selert), Jen Schwarzenbek and Dave
Tomalonis.
Some traveled long distances to be
there. Campbell came from San Francisco; Giordano from Myrtle Beach,
South Carolina; Iglar from Evanston,
Illinois; Frank Jackson from St. Thomas, Virgin Islands; and Love from
Cornelius, North Carolina.
Greg Gorski, who coached football
with Zimmer and track with Martin,
made the trip up from Parrish, Florida.
Braun was joined by fellow Class
of ’61ers Jeff Gilbert, Pete Love (Sun
City West, Arizona) and Jimmy
Wilday to help Coleman celebrate his
induction.
Ron (Hall) Holmes and Dick Stotler,
co-captains of the unbeaten 1965 football team, were in the house for Rudy
Brown’s induction.
Former WAHOF trustees in attendance included Bill Jordan, Roger

The 13th induction will be on Nov.
19, 2018. If you have an athlete, coach
or team that you think should be considered for the WAHOF, or you just
want to know more about it, contact
me at bj1019@aol.com.
BENAQUISTA IN KEAN HOF
Speaking of Halls of Fame, Gerry
Benaquista was inducted into Kean
University’s last year.
Benaquista was a 1989 WHS graduate, playing football and lacrosse. He
was a lacrosse tri-captain and third
team all-state. He later returned to
coach WHS lacrosse from 1997-2007,
posting a 118-93 record and winning
two county titles.
He graduated in 1993 from Kean,
where he played lacrosse. He earned
three all-East Coast Athletic Conference selections and was the conference Player of the Year as a senior. He
played on two ECAC champion teams.
IN PASSING
Leon Russell, the bearded pianist
from Oklahoma, died on Nov. 13 at
age 74. My favorite album that he
played on was Joe Cocker’s “Mad
Dogs and Englishmen” in 1970. But
Russell also played in Phil Spector’s
Wall of Sound, the Beach Boys’ “Pet
Sounds” and a ridiculous amount of
other great music since the late ’60s.
Fidel Castro, the communist rebel
leader and for 50 years a thorn in the
side of America as the President of
Cuba, died Nov. 25 at the age of 90.
The month of October during my senior year was “enlivened” by the Cuban Missile Crisis, a 13-day stretch –
including my 17th birthday – when
the Cold War between the U.S. and
Russia was quite hot. We went to bed
each night not knowing if there would
be a tomorrow.

Courtesy of Gussie Jakubowski

WHS ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME...Among the inductees into the Westfield
Athletic Hall of Fame on November 21 were, pictured left to right, are: front row;
Chuck Cosenza, Jack Martin and Dan Gilday; second row, Emily MacNeil, Dick
Zimmer and Mike Baly; third row, Kathy Federici, Amy Williams and Mike
Murray; fourth row, Rick Sampson and David Coleman; back row, Matt Frawley
and Ron Nobile.
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Westfield Tobacco & News

7-11 of Westfield

7-11 of Mountainside

Westfield Mini Mart

Kwick Mart Food Store

Mountain Deli

108 Elm St. (Leader)

1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

190 South Ave. (Times)

2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

7-11 of Garwood

Shoprite Supermarket

King's Supermarket

Baron's Drug Store

Scotch Hills Pharmacy

Wallis Stationery

Krauszer's

309 North Ave. (Leader)

563 North Ave. (Leader)

300 South Ave. (Leader)

243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

727 Central Ave. (Leader)

CHANG, KENNY, RASH EXPECTED TO ADD STRENGTH

Bondarowicz, Cohen to Pace
Raider 2016/17 Swim Boys
By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys swim team returns for
the 2016-2017 season hoping to duplicate last year’s remarkable success. The Raiders finished ranked sixth
in the state and they advanced all the
way to the state finals as the top seed
before eventually falling to Mainland,
99-71, in the NJSIAA Public B state
championship. The Raider boys also
finished second in the Union County
Tournament behind perennial power
Westfield.
The truth is that there are not many
programs that were better than Scotch
Plains-Fanwood in the 2015-16 season. It has simply been the Raiders’
bad luck that one of the very top
programs in the state happens to be
their Union County neighbor, the Blue
Devils. But the Raiders can swim
with and beat any team on any given
day and they are once again likely to
be very strong this season. Whether
they can make their way past Westfield
for a Union County title is the big
question.
Aside from their deep march into
the state finals, the Raiders had a pair
of very impressive performances in a
regular season win over Pingry and a
very exciting tie against a powerful
Bridgewater-Raritan squad.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood will have
to overcome the graduation losses of
key swimmers like Nolan Kearns
(breast and Individual Medley — IM).
Kearns, who finished second in the

counties in the 200IM, is attending
the University of Rochester. Also gone
are Matt Auda (back, fly distance
free), Kevin Fleck (distance free),
Max Kearns (breast) and Mark Mital
(back).
Raider Head Coach Jess Hulnik is
confident that her team has the talent
to absorb these losses.
“I think we have strong events
across the board,” said Hulnik. “We
are looking forward to testing some
of our freshman to see where they can
contribute.”
Hulnik expects a pair of outstanding, record breaking swimmers to lead
the team again. Senior Chris
Bondarowicz is first up. Bondarowicz
placed seventh in the 200IM and second in the 100-breast at The Meet of
Champions. Bondarowicz was the
county champion in the 200IM
(1:55.35) and the 100-breast (56.53).
Bondarowicz set a new UCT in the
breast, smashing the old mark set by
Westfield’s Tyler Lessner (58.11) set
in 2014.
Also returning will be sophomore
Josh Cohen, who placed seventh in
the 200-freestyle and fifth in the 500freestyle at the Meet of Champions.
Cohen was the Union County champ
in the 500-free where his time of
4:36.39, set a new meet record; eclipsing former record holder, Chris
McFadden of Westfield (4:38.83),
which had stood since 1988. Cohen is
also the returning county champion in
the 200-free (1:42.52).
Also expected to contribute for the

Raiders are a solid trio of seniors in
Eric Chang (back and free), Brian
Kenny (free) and Michael Rash (sprint
free and breast). Chang finished third
in counties in the 200IM (2:02.41).
Kenny was fifth in the 200-free
(1:48.95). Rash was sixth in the 50free (22.63).
Juniors Nick Heath (sprint free),
Tyler Danaskis (back and free) and
Will Mebes (distance free) also figure prominently in the quest for medals. Heath made a mark at the county
meet where he placed third in the 50free (22.11) and fifth in the 100-free
(48.86).
Sophomore Alan Shao (fly, back
and IM), Daniel Donaldson (breast
and IM), and Drew Burfeindt (free
and fly) are also in the mix. Shao
showed up on the radar as a freshman
at the county meet with a fifth place
finish in the 100-back (57.77) and a
sixth place finish in the 100-fly.
A number of other swimmers will
battle for time in the pool. That list
includes juniors Jake Malik and
Tristan Yang, sophomores Christian
Blanco, Virendra Ghate, Sean Hough,
Aayush Jha, Stanley Kanu and Ethan
Melville. A pack of talented freshman
will also look to crack the lineup. The
list of first timers includes Aidan
Maloney, James Maloney, Lucas
Route, Ethan Tsvayberg, Jack Deitch
and Ethan Morbello.
The boys compete at Union on
December 6. The Scotch PlainsFanwood home opener is set for December 13 against Oratory Prep.

Lady Swim Blue Devils Show
Strength in Free, Backstroke
By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Steven Whittington takes over the
Westfield High School girls swim
team after coaching for 19 years at St.
Joseph’s High School in Metuchen.
The definition of success in this town
is incredibly high. Whittington inherits a team from former coaches Lauren
Hauser and Ashley Westra that advanced all the way to the North Jersey, Section 2, Public A Sectional

final before losing to Bridgewater
Raritan. The Blue Devil girls posted
an 11-4 record last season and scored
a big win over a strong Ridge team.
Those would be pretty impressive
achievements by almost any casual
observer. But in Westfield, where
teams are expected to bring home
state titles with regularity, second
place finishes in the county and blowout losses in the sectional finals cast
shadows on what would be consid-

ered successful campaigns almost
anywhere else. The Westfield girls’
team has won 13 sectional titles since
2001 but its last one came in 2013.
Such are the great expectations when
it comes to the sport of swimming in
Westfield.
Whittington begins his quest for
another sectional title with a roster
that suffered some key graduation
losses from last season’s team. While
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin (February 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LOOKING TO DO IT AGAIN...The Blue Devil boys won the Union County Tournament, the state sectional tournament and
the state tournament last year and finished 16-0. The Blue Devils return plenty of talent and plan to do it again.

COLLINS, LINDROS, MORGAN, WARREN, DANIEL TO LEAD

Blue Devil Swim Boys Intent
On Continuing the ‘Dynasty’
By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School boys
swimming team is among the top
sports dynasties in New Jersey high
school athletic history. There is no
other way to describe it. Last season
the Blue Devils captured their 26th
state championship, while finishing
undefeated (16-0). Along the way,
they knocked off six ranked teams,
including then No. 1-ranked Christian Brothers Academy and then managed to get sweet revenge in the state
championship meet by defeating
Cherry Hill East, the team that defeated them in the final a season earlier.
The Blue Devils lost a lot to graduation. There are some very talented
programs in the area and around the
state that would just love to see
Westfield enter a rebuilding phase or
even see them go through a simple
year of reloading to allow them a
moment in the spotlight. Those programs are probably going to have to
wait a while longer because Westfield
Head Coach Jeff Knight seems very
confident that this year’s team is
primed to excel.
“We lost an outstanding senior class
that was full of talent, experience and
leadership,” said Knight. “Captains
Blake Taylor and Ryan Daniel led the
team to the 1 ranking in the state. We
had guys like Ryan and Austin
Kreusser as part of record-setting relays but overall it was a workman-like
crew that may not have won individual events at counties or MOC’s
but got the job done for each other
when it mattered most. We bring back
a strong group of swimmers, who are
looking to repeat last year’s success.

The guys put a lot of time and effort
into their preparation for the season
and I look forward to seeing how it
will translate into the pool.”
Knight has every reason to expect
success yet again. Aside from the
program’s regular dominance of the
sport, Knight really does have a deep
and talented cast of returning swimmers.
Aedan Collins (2nd in Union
County 200-free), Stefan Crigler, Jack
Edmondson, David Lindros (UCT
Champ 100-backstroke), Griffin Morgan, Nick Youssef, Eric Bebel, Ryan
Bebel, Jack Cifelli, Colin Daniel and
Steve Warren (2nd UCT 100-breast)
comprise a core group that any opposing coach would love to build
around.
Collins, a senior, competes in a
number of events, including the 100free, 100-fly, 50-free, 200-free and
the 100-back. Crigler participates in
the 50-free and 500-free as well as the
100-back and 200IM. Edmondson can
help in the distance free events and
the 200IM.
Lindros is strong in the back but
also competes in the free. His best
time in the 50-free was 22.96. Morgan swims in all the free events and
the 100-back.
“Griff Morgan also has the potential to do some damage in a number of
freestyle events,” said Knight.
Youssef competes in the distance
free events. Eric Bebel can swim the
100-breast, 100-fly and 200-free.
Ryan Bebel competes across the board
in the free events, 100-fly, 100-back,
100-breast and 200IM.
“Ryan Bebel has really shifted his
focus to swimming over the last 12
months and saw some big time drops

last year. It will be interesting to see
how his versatility and growth in
events like the IM will stack up against
records set by swimming legends.”
Knight said.
Jack Cifelli has competed in the
100-free and the 100-breast. Junior
Colin Daniel swims in the 100-fly and
100-free. Last season Daniel posted
his season best in the 100-fly (53.91)
in the big win over Christian Brothers
Academy. Steve Warren, also a junior, races in the 100-breast and 50free. Warren has a personal best time
of 58.71 in the 100-breast.
“Steve Warren is hungry to take
down the breaststroke record that is
now 25 years old,” said Knight. “He
has continued to drop time and this
might be his year to get it.”
“We will have depth in events such
as the sprints, fly and breast, which is
similar to our makeup last year,” said
Knight. “Colin Daniel has a chance to
challenge the fly record with continued improvement. Aedan Collins is
looking to take down Matt Meserole’s
50-free record.”
The worries that Knight has to deal
with on this deep and versatile roster
has more to do with how to best utilize
the talent than having to cover up any
deficiencies.
“We lost a lot of key depth personnel, so it will be interesting to see who
steps up to fill the spots,” said Coach
Knight. “We may have to shuffle our
lineup a bit in the meantime and see
where the pieces fit best. Also with
the group we have, we have the chance
to re-write a number of our relay
records.”
The season gets under way for
Westfield on December 1 at home
versus Oratory.

COLDWELL BANKER
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David B. Corbin (February 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, December 4th • 1-4 PM
842 Kimball Avenue

STRENGTH IN FREESTYLE...The Blue Devil girls will be strong in the freestyle events and are looking forward to working
with Head Coach Steve Wittington who had been coaching for 19 years at St. Joseph’s High School in Metuchen.

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
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Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally
Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite
#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!
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Direct: (908) 301-2015
Cell: (908) 938-9248

Westfield. Desirable Wychwood location for cozy cottage style home offering much more than meets the eye.
Versatile layout offers options for every buyer. 5 bedrooms 3 1/2 baths and filled with warmth and charm. Blocks
away from Wilson School and lovely neighborhood. Available for extra fast closing. You will want to make this
home your 'happily ever after.' Stop by and see for yourself, a terrific holiday home. Offered at $825,000.
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SPF Raider Swim Girls Have
Tough Act to Follow this Year
By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The 2016-17 Scotch PlainsFanwood High School girls swim team
will have a very tough act to follow.
Last year, the Lady Raiders won the
Union County championship and advanced all the way to the sectional
finals before losing to Chatham.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood finished as
the fourth-ranked team in the state.
When you do as well as Scotch
Plains-Fanwood did, there are certainly a number of great victories included on a 14-2-1 record. Head
Coach Jess Hulnik points to a few that
stood out.
“Beating Westfield, Bridgewater
and Princeton were our biggest wins,”
said Hulnik.

season for the Raiders and figure to
be so again this year. The Lady Raiders return three members (Maya
Dunchus, Rachel Maizes and Erika
Frazier), from last season’s 200-free
relay that placed third at the Meet of
Champions (MOC). They also bring
back two members of the second place
400-free relay team (Rachel Maizes
and DeeDee Maizes).
Among individual performers, the
picture is just as rosy. Judge, a senior,
returns after placing top-16 in 100-fly
at MOC, while the previously mentioned Rachel Maizes returns after
having placed third in the 100-breast.
Both Judge and Maizes were county
champs last year. Judge topped the
competition in the 100-butterfly
(57.50) and Rachel Maizes was best

McNichol (fly/free), Amelia Morel
(free), Erin Walling (free), Allison
Zimmerman (free/fly), juniors Lauren
Eck (free), Mackenzie Inacker (free),
Alyssa Mongiovi (free), Nina
Paradiso (free/back), Molly Pritchett
(free) and Cara Raderman (free).
Sophomores Aubrey Bagdonas
(free), Kate Jackman (free/fly),
Eleanor Richard (free/breast) and
Lucy Zhang (back) are also in consideration. A group of freshmen could
also break into the lineup.
“I think we have strong events
across the board,” said Hulnik. “We
are looking forward to testing some
of our freshman to see where they can
contribute.”
Hulnik will pick and choose from
among Julianna Blanco, Chole Yang,

Alex Lowe (previous 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SPF RAIDER GIRLS VOLLEYBALL TEAM...The Lady Raiders volleyball team finished with a 10-9 record.

Raider Girls Volleyball Season
Began Better Than It Ended
By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

For the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School girls volleyball team,
the 2016 season started better than it
ended. Scotch Plains-Fanwood finished the campaign with a 10-9 overall record. After reaching the semifinals a year earlier, this season the
Raiders got bumped from the Union
County Tournament by Oak Knoll in
the quarterfinals and lost in straight
sets to Paramus in the first round of
the NJSIAA Group III Tournament.
But there were plenty of impressive
achievements to look back upon as
well. Head Coach Adrienne Stack
explains.
“We won back to back tournaments
this year,” said Stack. “We had double
wins against Cranford.”
Scotch Plains-Fanwood has the
unenviable task of playing in the same
county as perennial powerhouses
Union Catholic and Westfield. It is
not easy trying to move up with those
two programs taking turns at the top
of the pecking order. The rest of the
county teams are left to jostle for
position.
But the Raider sweep of a traditionally pretty good Cranford Cougar team
may signal that they are on the verge
of challenging the best of the best in
the near future. Cranford finished 811 this season and really, the difference between the Scotch Plains-

Fanwood and Cranford came as the
result of those two games.
Stack knows it will take a lot of
work to get the Lady Raider program
into that elite company. When asked
what it will take to have Scotch PlainsFanwood rise to that level of excellence, her answer was forthright.
“Commitment to the system, to the
program, to the focused mindset and
to one another.”
Until then, the Raiders will have to
deal with occasional difficult losses
like the one suffered against Oak Knoll
that sent them home from the Union
County Tournament earlier than they
would have liked.

Raider Matmen Set
Community Service
Car Wash Event
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School wrestling team is going to
be at the Fanwood Fire/Police station this Saturday, December 3,
washing the police cars, fire trucks,
and EMS vehicles from the Scotch
Plains and Fanwood departments.
This is the first wash of what the
Raider matmen are aiming to be an
annual community service activity
for the team. The Raiders will be
there at 9 a.m. until probably 10
a.m. or 11 a.m.

“It was a tough loss,” said Stack.
“We have a solid offense when all six
girls come together as one force. When
one of those links is off, we drift.
Although it ended in a loss, it shows
us how important each player is to the
team and how we must remain committed to the entire match, through to
the last point.”
Already a young team this season,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood will see several experienced leaders depart. The
Raiders will lose Stephanie Ponterio,
Callen Leahy, Kendall Calefati,
Kelsey Werkheiser and Abby Sadel to
graduation.
Ponterio finished her Scotch PlainsFanwood career as a First Team All
County and All Conference performer
form her position at Setter. Ponterio
racked up 151 service points, had 38
aces, 230 assists and 68 digs.
Leahy was named First Team All
Conference, Second Team All County.
Leahy had 106 kills this season from
her Outside Hitter position. Junior
Hannah Finan was another player who
had a strong season. Finan had 101
service points, 66 kills and 36 blocks
on her way to earning Honorable
Mention All Conference. Caraid
McGovern also received honorable
mention all conference notice.
Both Hannah Finan and Caraid
McGovern are middle blockers and
will be core players that Stack will
build around next year.

Alex Lowe (previous 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

QUITE A BANNER SEASON IN 2015-16...Last year the Raider girls swimming team won the Union County Tournament
and defeated Westfield, Princeton and Bridgewater-Raritan to finish with a 14-2-1 record.

Gone from last year’s record-breaking team are Sarah Davis (Rutgers),
Amanda Banasiak (Bowdoin), Kate
Musso and Casey Daudelin. Despite
being hit hard by graduation losses in
the freestyle sprint events, there is
ample returning talent on hand, which
should make for another great season.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood set a state
record last year in the medley relay.
Three out of the four girls, who set
that record, return this season. Erika
Frazier, Rachel Maizes and Stephanie
Judge will look to improve upon their
record-best time of (1:46.92). Only
Sarah Davis has moved on but she
leaves big shoes to fill.
The relays were a huge strength last

in the 100-backstroke (1:05.34)
Along with Judge, fellow seniors
Maya Dunchus and Michaela Valli
(IM/breast) are expected to provide
leadership, along with a strong junior
class that includes Rachel and Dee
Dee Maizes, Frazier (fly/back), Olivia
Barcia (distance free), Anna Dunchus
(IM/breast/fly), Hannah Davis (sprint
free), Megan Small (sprint free) and
Sydney Vonoehsen (back).
Sophomores Caroline Warren (distance free) and Rachel DeFabrizio (free/
fly) also figure prominently in Coach
Hulnik’s very deep pool of talent.
Also expected to compete for time
in the water are seniors Natalie
Jablonski (breast/free), Carlie

Sophie Pritchett, Nicole Kenny and
Isha Rai to round out her roster.
“We open up with Kent place on
December 1 and then compete at
Union on December 6th,” said Hulnik.
“Our home opener is December 13th
verses Oak Knoll.”

Reading is Good For You
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Blue Devils’ Quest for UCT Crown Falls Short
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

Scotch Plains-Fanwood on their annual “Pink Out” Night breast cancer
awareness event. They advanced to
the Quarter Final round of the NJSIAA
Group IV State Tournament before
bowing to Hunterdon Central, the
other team they had trouble overcoming this year. Hunterdon Central defeated the Blue Devils twice during
the course of the season.
“We were disappointed, of course,”
said Westfield Head Coach Bev Torok.
“But we left it all on the court. Many
girls were sad at the thought of not
being able to play together anymore.”
Seniors Lizzy Sottung, Scarano,
Olivia Meyer, Dana Boretz, Lindsay
Miller, Sara Correa and Hayley Kasko
will graduate leaving the team with
multiple shoes to fill.

Defensive specialist Scarano was
named to the All-Watchung Conference Team and was an All-County
Second Team selection. This year she
had 42 aces and 140 digs. Scarano will
leave Westfield with the team mark for
digs in a season (322) set in 2014.
With her tremendous finesse, tap
game at the net, senior setter Lindsay
Miller put together a season in which
she tallied 24 aces, 245 assists, and 90
digs, which was good enough to earn
her Third Team All-County and Honorable Mention All-Watchung Conference recognition.
Outside Hitter Olivia Meyer (127
kills, 83 digs), defensive specialist
Dana Boretz (25 aces, 147 digs),
middle blocker Hayley Kasko (28
aces, 42 kills, 23 blocks 41 digs) and

218 kills, compiled a 2.29 passing
percent, and came up with 168 digs.
The stellar effort earned her a spot on
the All-County First Team. Borr is
already the school’s All-Time leader
in career kills with 484.
Along with Borr, Westfield figures
to have a strong base again with returning players like middle blocker
Leah Andrews (38 kills, 7 blocks, 33
digs), setter Grace Serafin, outside
hitter Sydney Swingle and middle
blocker Erica Varga.
“Andrews is experienced and versatile,” says Torok. “Serafin has good
hands and is a great server. Swingle
reads the ball well and hits the line
and Varga gives us a big block.”
RS Jenna Miller (54 kills, 2 blocks
24 digs), MB Uzi Ijoma and OH

David B. Corbin (February 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STRENGTH IN BACKSTROKE...The Blue Devil girls should also be strong in the backstroke this season.

Lady Blue Devils Show Strength in Free, Back
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Whittington is just getting to know
the strengths and weaknesses of his
2016-17 team, he is well aware of the
top-flight swimmers who must be replaced.
“We lost seven talented seniors due
to graduation, including Gwyn Devin
a school record holder,” says
Whittington. “Also lost to graduation
is Emily McGann who continues her
swimming career at the University of
Delaware.”
Still the new coach knows that this
Westfield roster is not without its
strengths. “The Blue Devils have a
powerful group of sprint freestyles
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF MOUNTAINSIDE
BOARD OF EDUCATION
The regular meeting of the Mountainside
Board of Education originally scheduled
for Wednesday, December 21, 2016, has
been rescheduled to Monday, December
19, 2016, at 7:00 p.m., at the Beechwood
School Susan O. Collier Media Center
located at 1497 Woodacres Drive,
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092.
The reorganization meeting of the
Mountainside Board of Education will be
held on Tuesday, January 3, 2017, at 7:30
p.m., at the Deerfield School Media Center
located at 302 Central Avenue,
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092.
1 T - 12/01/16, The Leader Fee: $15.81

and backstrokers that they will call
upon this season.”
There are 35 swimmers competing
for spots on this year’s team. Having
that many competing for time in the
pool creates challenges for
Whittington as well as opportunities.
“By having a larger team, we will
move our swimmers around to utilize
the team’s talents to their fullest.”
Whittington will depend on a handful of experienced swimmers to lead
this year’s team forward. “We are
looking for big swims from juniors
Muriel Maloney and Emma Conlon
as well as from seniors Betsy Penn
and Emily Oster,” he said.
Maloney was sixth in the Union
County in the 200IM (2:16.67) last
season. Conlon was sixth in the 50PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
BOARD OF HEALTH
PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE
Please be advised that in compliance
with the “Open Public Meetings Act”, the
Cranford Board of Health has rescheduled
the November 14, 2016 meeting. The new
meeting date will be held on December 12,
2016 in Room 108 of the Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New
Jersey at 7:00 P.M.
1 T - 12/1/16, The Leader
Fee: $11.73

free (25.13). Penn competes in both
the 50-free and the 200-free events.
Oster competes in the 100-free and
200-free.
Among the other girls in the mix for
roster spots are seniors Emily Beattie,
Amy Liang, Charlotte Perez and Shannon Pyle who finished sixth in
Union County last season in the 100breast (1:12.63).
Juniors Grace Cash, Chelsea Frisch,
Emilia McCormack, Madelyne
Rinaldo and Kayla Rinn also figure
into the rotation.
Sophomores Ireland Applegarth,
Ciara Collins, Jenna Daniel, Jillian
DeBenedetto, Kamil Gonzalez, Maya
Grantz, Megan Hanlon, Amanda Pyle,
Abigail Riordan, Keeley Thompson,
Aine Wall and Lauren Wang are also
in the picture.
A large group of freshman swimmers also hope to make the cut headed
by Katelyn Bromberg, Eliana Cestero,
Marcelina Krowinska, Connie Liu,
Erin McAndrew, Abigael McKinney,
Catherine Miller, Audrey Pucciarelli
and Tara Sullivan.
”Our first test will be against a
strong Oak Knoll team on December
1st at the Westfield YMCA,” said
Whittington.

Alex Lowe (previous 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DEFINITELY IN THE “PINK”...The Lady Blue Devils volleyball team defeated the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders in the
Annual “Pink Out” for breast cancer awareness this season.

Sottung, the libero, was a First Team
All-County selection and her stat line
is impressive. Sottung, headed for
Seton Hall University, piled up 286
digs, 35 assists, 34 aces and had a
2.36 passing percent in her senior
season. She also finishes her career as
the Blue Devils’ All-Time leader in
digs (756) and aces (123).

setter Sara Correa (19 aces, 202 assists 58 digs) also got All-Conference
Honorable Mention nods for their
senior seasons.
The future remains very bright
though for Westfield. Junior outside
hitter Stephanie Borr emerged this
season as the team’s go-to player. A
hard hitter, Borr racked up 19 aces,

Stephanie Margolies are also set to
return next season and Torok has no
shortage of confidence in them either.
“Miller is a strong hitter with an
improved serve and passing game,”
said Torok. “Ijoma gives us a big
block and is a quick hitter. Margolies
has a strong swing and has also improved her passing game.”
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Cougars Regained Momentum, Finished 7-3
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Voorhees, 35-0. Oblachinski had a
pair of TD runs and a TD pass to
senior Brian McGovern, who also
had a TD run. Bakie added a TD run.
But the next week, the Cougars
dropped a 40-34, overtime stinger to
Rahway and the key again was two
fumbles and two interceptions, along
with Indian Keyshawn Cummings’
five TD receptions. Oblachinski completed two TD passes to Bakie and
another to senior Sean Bryson.
Next, the Cougars won a 56-35
shootout against the visiting passminded North Plainfield Canucks.
Oblachinski gobbled up 238 yards on
the ground and ran for four TDs,
while McGovern and Bryson each
had a pair of TDs. Then the Cougars
upped their record to 3-2 with a 40-14
victory over Scotch Plains-Fanwood.
Oblachinski rushed for 202 yards and
two TDs, while Bakie and McGovern
added one each.
The most influential triumph came
next when the Cougars marched into
Summit to face the 5-0 Hilltoppers
and strutted away with a 37-7 shellacking. Oblachinski had two TD runs
and tossed TD passes to Bryson and
Bakie. Ambrosio kicked a pair of
field goals. The Governor Livingston

15 TDs. Backup quarterback Dan
Curren completed six of 14 passes for
57 yards and was intercepted once.
Curren also had 14 carries for 50
yards, including a TD.
In yardage, Bakie was the top receiver with 741 yards on 41 grabs,
which included eight TDs. He also
carried 37 times for 256 yards and
added five more TDs. McGovern
banged his way for 417 yards and six
TDs on 66 carries and had six receptions for 96 yards and two TDs. Bryson
carried 13 times for 75 yards, including a TD, and had 19 receptions for
287 yards, including three TDs.
Fitzsimmons carried 16 times for 70
yards, including a TD, and had eight
receptions for 119 yards, including
two TDs. Jake Bradford had six receptions for 112 yards and a TD.
Araujo carried 27 times for 140 yards,
including a pair of TDs.
In addition to his powerful habit of
booming kickoffs into the end zone,
Ambrosio nailed all 46 of his points
after touchdown and hit six of nine
field goal attempts.
On special teams, Bakie returned
12 kickoffs for 139 yards and 13
punts for 124 yards. Fitzsimmons re-

Highlanders marched into Cranford
the following week but left with their
bagpipes deflated in a 49-7 drudging.
Oblachinski had a TD run and completed three TD passes. Bakie and
McGovern each had a TD reception
and a TD run. Seven of Ambrosio’s
kickoffs sailed into the end zone preventing any chance of a runback.
Hillside was next and the Cougars
downed the hosting Comets, 49-13.
Oblachinski had two TD runs and
returned an interception for a TD. He
also completed a TD pass to Connor
Fitzsimmons. In the regular season
finale, the Cougars escaped from
Delaware Valley with a 28-27 win.
Oblachinski completed a pair of TD
passes to Bakie, who had 11 receptions for 197 yards. Oblachinski also
rushed for 177 yards, including a TD,
and Anthony Araujo had a TD run.
The sectional quarterfinal game at
Rumson-Fair Haven resulted in a 2313 setback. Bakie had a pair of TD
runs and 11 receptions for 202 yards.
Oblachinski racked up some very
impressive offensive numbers. He
completed 89 of 166 passes for 1,484
yards, including 16 TDs and 10 interceptions. On the ground, Oblachinski
carried 180 times for 1,370 yards and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

Seniors Top Juniors in Powder Puff Game
More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCRAMBLE FOR THE BALL...The Blue Devil seniors in black and juniors in purple scramble to haul in a pass during the
Annual Powder Puff Game at Kehler Satdium on November 23. Senior Danielle Rinaldi had two TDs in the 14-0 victory.

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
Charles Mulrooney for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BIG DAY ON OFFENSE...Blue Devil junior running back Juandre House, No. 23, carried 23 times for 143 yards, including
a touchdown run of 11 yards against the Plainfield Cardinals on Thanksgiving Day, November 24.

Blue Devils Down Cardinals on Turkey Day, 30-14
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

sive linemen Max Schwetje, Jordan
Barham, Brett Spass and John
McCauley, also managed to squeeze
over the goal line for a two-yard touchdown.
“We held Kyle Dombrowski out.
He’s got a bruised rib and Jack Shirk
was fine but he needed some rest, so
we were able to get some other kids
on the field. Hopefully that experience will help us for next week,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Jim DeSarno said.
“We were preparing all week the
new guys. It was tough today with the
condition of the field but I think we
did a good job overall and we moved
the ball on offense, so it felt good,”
Martini said. “Everyone was going
in. Everyone was playing hard, so it
worked out.”
As to his strategy of keeping the
first team defense on the field the
majority of the game, Coach DeSarno
answered, “Those guys are healthy,
so we don’t want to take a step back.
Plainfield always plays us tough on
Thanksgiving. We know that. The
kids got their work here.”
Inheriting the running back position since the season-ending injuries
to seniors Matt Varano and Ishmael
Glasco, junior Juandre House did
what he had to do with 143 rushing

Scotch Plains

yards on 23 carries, including an 11yard breakthrough for the first touchdown of the game.
The Cardinals found out early that
the road would be bumpy against the
Blue Devils’defensive front four, linebackers and secondary and totaled
only 28 rushing yards in the first half,
while quarterback Nahseem Woodard
completed only one of six pass attempts for six yards. The second half
was not much better although late in
the fourth quarter running back
Taj’Ariq Fort-Fagg scampered 35
yards for a touchdown.
Defensive lineman Jake VallLlobera partially blocked a punt on
the Cardinals’ first series but the Blue
Devils gave possession right back to
them with a fumble at midfield. No
damage was done, however, as the
Cardinals were forced to punt once
again.
Late in the first quarter and early
into the second, the Blue Devils
marched 56 yards on 11 plays for the
first score when House sprinted 11
yards into the end zone. The point
after attempt (PAT) failed.
“Today getting the first touchdown,
I wanted to set the tempo. Everything
goes to my line again. The holes were
just tremendous today. I was running

$929,000

hard, hitting the hole hard and just
running,” House explained.
Next, Blue Devil senior defensive
lineman Jeff Gagum recovered a
fumble on the Plainfield 19. Six plays
later, Martini pushed in from the
two-yard line and Aidan Boland connected for the PAT to make the score
13-0 with 6:17 left in the half. On
Plainfield’s next series, the ball was
jarred loose near the 25-yard line.
Several Blue Devils attempted to
scoop it up but the ball behaved like
a greased pig as it squirted backwards towards the goal line until
junior linebacker Drew Ortiz finally
smothered it for a touchdown. Boland
nailed the PAT.
On the ensuing kickoff, Cardinal
Woodard received the ball at the 14
and weaved his way 86 yards to pay
dirt to make the score 20-6 after the
PAT failed.
Westfield answered with another
11-play, 56-yard scoring drive that
was concluded when Martini spotted
Freer in the left corner of the end
zone. Freer, who wore No. 8, managed to get his fingers under the low
throw. Boland made the PAT.
Playing a little razzle dazzle with
the interviewer but speaking on beCONTINUED ON PAGE 16

Scotch Plains

$985,000

Graceful 12 rm center hall colonial situated on 1
acre offers the perfect setting for entertaining! HW
flrs, ceiling moldings, the list of amenities goes on!

Stunning Colonial full of quality details is
situation on a 1.9 acre lot. Open flr plan, high
ceilings, gourmet kitchen… no detail spared!

Agent: Mary DePaola

Agent: Cathy Splinter

MLS: 3324798

MLS: 3341071

FEEL BETTER KNOWING WE’RE HERE
■

Complete urgent care services including sutures, vaccinations and sports,
camp and work physicals

■

State-of-the-art center featuring a digital X-ray system

■

Board-certiﬁed emergency and family medicine physicians

■

Walk-ins welcome; Open 365 days a year

■

Specialized rooms designed for children and patients with autism

Westfield

$699,000

Westfield

$769,000

Totally renovated & expanded 4BR Colonial
features open flr plan, new designer EIK, HW
flrs throughout, just unpack & move right in!

Custom Colonial set on .45 of fenced property.
Expanded in ’01: FR, laundry w/chute, MBR suite
w/spa-like bath & balcony. Tastefully appointed!

Agent: Beth Sullivan

MLS: 3337888

Agent: Sherrie Natko

MLS: 3328630

Westfield

$885,000

Westfield

$999,990

Mention this ad to receive a FREE First Aid Kit!

908.464.6700
369 Springﬁeld Avenue
Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922

Open daily 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
www.eMedicalUrgentCare.com

Charming 4Br/2.1Ba Colonial w/great entertaining
space including an open kit w/spacious eating
area, 1st flr fam room, fin bsmt & patio.

Quality built, 11 yr young colonial offers over
3,000 sq. ft. of living space w/great flow. HW flrs
throughout, MBR suite, meticulously maintained!

Agent: Joyce Taylor

Agent: Francesca Azzara

MLS: 3327875

Westfield West Office:
600 North Avenue West, Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 233-0065
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Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
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Cougars Regained Momentum, Finished 7-3
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

turned seven kickoffs for 119 yards,
Josh Cadet returned five for 107 yards,
including a 61-yard return, and James
Shriner returned one for 25 yards.
Defensively, linebacker Patrick
Hoey led the team with 68 tackles and
had three sacks. McGovern had 50
tackles (1 sack, 2 throws for losses
[TFL]), an interception and a fumble

recovery. Dylan Budnik made 43 tackles (2 sacks, 5 TFL), Bakie had 40
tackles (sack, 2 TFL) and two interceptions and lineman Alex Esposito
had 35 tackles (3 sacks, 3 TFL) and
an interception. Rob Schork made 30
tackles (5 sacks, 5 TFL) and had a
fumble recovery. Josh DeChillo had
28 tackles (sack, TFL), Aaron Cancio

had 27 tackles and two interceptions,
John Markase had 23 tackles (sack, 2
TFL), Bryson had 20 tackles (2 sacks,
4 TFL) and Oblachinski had 11 tackles and led the team with five interceptions. Andrew Joseph had three
sacks, four TFL and a fumble recovery, and Tom Armstrong added a sack,
three TFL and a rumble recovery.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ADDING EMPHASIS TO THE VICTORY...Senior Jake Kaplan, No. 34, had runs of 13 yards and 24 yards to set up Aidan
Boland’s 20-yard field goal in the fourth quarter during the “Turkey Day” Classic at Hub Stine Field in Plainfield.

Blue Devils Down Cardinals on Turkey Day, 30-14
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

half of Freer, Scanlon (Varsity No. 8),
in reality a defensive linebacker jokingly, said, “It was pretty awesome.
Phil threw a good ball and it was
caught in the end zone.”
Enjoying the early afternoon and
continuing the charade Martini chuckled and added, “He was doing a bench
route. Two guys doing outs and you

Senior Jake Kaplan took over at running back and made runs of 24 yards
and 13 yards to go with his sevenyard reception to set up a 20-yard
Boland field goal with 9:09 left in the
game.
With reassurance, House answered,
“It is good. It was just a stinger. It will
be bruised tomorrow but at MetLife,

MetLife Stadium for the North 2,
Group 5 championship.
“We have been thinking about that
game even past this game, so now that
we got this out of the way, we will
work on it all week in practice and
hopefully get a ‘W’ ”, Martini said.
Westfield
Plainfield

0 27
0 6

0
0

3
8

30
14

David B. Corbin (early November 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LEADING COUGAR RECEIVER...Cougar senior running back Ryan Bakie, No. 4, led his team with 41 receptions for 741
yards, which included eight for touchdowns. Bakie also carried 37 times for 256 yards and added five more TDs.

H.S. Season Wrap-ups For December 8:
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School boys soccer team season wrapup, along with the Raider girls soccer wrap-up and the Westfield girls soccer
team wrap-up are scheduled for the Thursday, December 8, edition.

WF ‘Y’ Devilfish Compete
At HC ‘Y’ Autumn Challenge

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NOT GOING ANYWHERE...The Cardinals’ offense got nowhere on the ground
and nowhere in the air against the Blue Devils’ defense.

just throw in the corner and it is dive
and grab. It was a tough ball but he
made a great play.”
As he had in the first half, House
continued his fine running with more
second efforts to pick up extra yardage.
“Always give them second effort.
Never give in on the first contact. I’m
always trying to go after yardage,”
House said.
Just before the end of the third
quarter, House broke through the
Plainfield line but received a leg injury and had to exit to the sidelines.
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that New
Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC (“AT&T”) and
T-Mobile Northeast LLC (“T-Mobile”) have
filed applications with the Borough of
Fanwood Planning Board (“Board”) for an
eighteen (18) month extension of time in
regard to the temporary site identified below. The Board originally approved AT&T’s
and T-Mobile’s co-location on the temporary telecommunications site. The Board
has granted extensions of time for both
carriers for the temporary site. AT&T and
T-Mobile now each seek an additional
eighteen (18) month extension of time for
the temporary telecommunications site.
The property which is the subject of this
application is located at 1 South Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, which is located in
the LI (Light Industrial) Zoning District and
is designated on the Tax Maps as Block
55, Lot 1 (“Property”).
TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that AT&T
also seeks such approvals, waivers and
variances from the requirements of the
Zoning Ordinance as may be deemed
necessary or required by the Borough of
Fanwood Planning Board at the hearing in
this matter.
TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Borough of Fanwood Planning Board will meet
at 7:30 p.m. prevailing time, Wednesday,
December 14, 2016 in the Fanwood Borough Hall, located at 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey at which
time opportunity will be given to all those in
interest to be heard and at which time the
Board may approve, modify or deny the
application. Any interested party may appear at the aforesaid hearing, either in
person, or by their attorney, and be given
the opportunity to be heard with respect to
the aforesaid application.
TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the application for development and all supporting maps, site plans and documents are on
file in the Office of the Planning Board at
the Fanwood Borough Hall, 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey,
and are available for inspection by the
public during normal business hours, Monday through Friday, between the hours of
8:00 am to 4:00 pm.
This notice is given pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40:55D-1 et seq. and by order of the
Fanwood Planning Board.
New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC (AT&T)
PinilisHalpern LLP
Judith A. Fairweather, Esq.
160 Morris Street
Morristown, New Jersey 07960
(973) 401-1111
Attorneys for the Applicant
1 T - 12/01/16, The Times Fee: $55.08

I will be good.”
Late in the final quarter, Blue Devil
linebacker Joe San Giacomo intercepted Woodard’s pass at the
Westfield 36. Cardinal Emanuel
Perreya then recovered a Westfield
fumble at the 35. From there, FortFagg sprinted for the touchdown and
Jayson Bryant scored the two-point
conversion.
The conclusion capped off twostraight undefeated regular seasons
for the Blue Devils.
“That’s been awesome. It’s all
preparation. All summer we have been
playing together for a long time, so
we continue it each week and it worked
out well,” Martini said.
“We are all happy about it. Now we
got work to do. It starts all over again
tomorrow. We are looking forward to
it,” Coach DeSarno said.
On Saturday, December 3, at 1:05
p.m., the Blue Devils will face topseeded Bridgewater-Raritan at
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
The Board of Adjustment of the Town
of Westfield, New Jersey will meet on
December 12, 2016 in the Council Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
7:30 p.m. to hear and consider the following appeal for bulk (c) and/or (d) variance
relief from requirements of the Westfield
Land Use Ordinance.
Alfonso DeYoung, 403 Mountain Avenue. Applicant is seeking approval to
construct a one-story addition which will
include a mud room and covered rear
porch, and replace an existing front entry
porch contrary to section 11.08E14 of the
Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires
a one-car garage. Proposed is no garage.
Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from requirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Linda Jacus
Board Secretary
1 T - 12/1/16, The Leader
Fee: $27.03

The Westfield Area “Y” Devilfish
swim team competed in the Hunterdon
County “Y” Autumn Challenge Invitational in Perth Amboy on November 18-20. 12-year-old Roan Baker
took first in seven events and set eight
new team records (500-free, 1,000free, 1,650-free, 50-back, 200-back,
100-fly, 200-fly, 400IM). Senior Griff
Morgan took first in four events.
TOP 3 (BY AGE GROUP):
9-10 girls: Emily Constable 1st
(100-breast), 2nd (50-breast, 200breast); Emily Gao 2nd (100-fly, 200fly), 3rd (200-breast); Isabelle
Giacobbe 2nd (200-back); Clare Logan 1st (50-free), 2nd (50-fly, 100free, 100-back, 100IM); Isabelle Shih
3rd (200-back)
9-10 boys: Michael Fisher 2nd
(200-back); David Maimon 2nd (50breast, 100IM); Cole Sharkey 3rd (50back, 200-free, 500-free)
11-12 girls: Viv Jeckell 1st (50free), 2nd (200-free); Gigi Sandull
PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
VOLUSIA COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION
FILE NO. 2016 10474 PRDL
IN RE: ESTATE OF THERESA ANN
GUSTOS, Deceased.
NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
(Testate)
TO: MARY ELIZABETH ADAMUSIK,
246 South Avenue, Apt 310, Fanwood,
New Jersey 07023
The administration of the estate of
THERESA ANN GUSTOS, deceased, is
pending in the Circuit Court for Volusia
County, Florida, Probate Division, the address of which is P.O. Box 6043, DeLand,
Florida 32721-6043. The estate is testate
and the date of the decedent’s Will and any
Codicils are July 14, 2015. The names and
addresses of the personal representative
and the personal representative’s attorney are set forth below.
Any interested person on whom a copy
of the notice of administration is served
must object to the validity of the Will (or any
codicil), the qualifications of the personal
representative, the venue, or the jurisdiction of the court, by filing a petition or other
pleading requesting relief in accordance
with the Florida Probate Rules, ON OR
BEFORE 3 MONTHS AFTER THE DATE
OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION ON THE
OBJECTING PERSON, OR THOSE OBJECTIONS ARE FOREVER BARRED.
Any person who may be entitled to exempt property under Florida Statute
732.402 will be deemed to have waived
their rights to claim that property as exempt property unless a petition for determination of exempt property is filed by
such persons or on their behalf on or
before THE LATER OF THE DATE THAT
IS 4 MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF
SERVICE OF A COPY OF THE NOTICE
OF ADMINISTRATION ON SUCH PERSONS OR THE DATE THAT IS 40 DAYS
AFTER THE DATE OF TERMINATION OF
ANY PROCEEDING INVOLVING THE
CONSTRUCTION, ADMISSION TO PROBATE, OR VALIDITY OF THE WILL OR
INVOLVING ANY OTHER MATTER AFFECTING ANY PART OF THE EXEMPT
PROPERTY.
Any person entitled to take an elective
share is required to file an election to take
an elective share ON OR BEFORE THE
EARLIER OF THE DATE THAT IS 6
MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THE NOTICE OF
ADMINISTRATION ON THE SURVIVING
SPOUSE, OR AN ATTORNEY IN FACT
OR A GUARDIAN OF THE PROPERTY
OF THE SURVIVING SPOUSE, OR THE
DATE THAT IS TWO (2) YEARS AFTER
THE DATE OF THE DECEDENT’S
DEATH.
N. Michael Kouskoutis, Esq.
Attorney & Personal Representative
Florida Bar No. 883591
623 East Tarpon Avenue
Tarpon Springs, Florida 34689
Telephone: 727-942-3631
Email: eserve@nmklaw.com
1 T - 12/01/16, The Times Fee: $62.73

2nd (50-fly, 100IM, 100-breast), 3rd
(50-free)
11-12 boys: Roan Baker 1st (50back, 50-breast, 100-fly, 200-fly, 200back, 400IM, 1,650-free); Kevin Gao
2nd (100-breast), 3rd (200-breast);
Matt Swenson 2nd (100-back,
200IM), 3rd (200-back)
13-14 girls: Julia McGann 1st (200back), 3rd (100-free); Abigael
McKinney 3rd (50-free)
13-14 boys: Henry Brown 2nd
(1,650-free), 3rd (200-fly)
15-18 girls: Sally Burke 2nd (100free); Grace Cash 3rd (200-back);
Jenna Daniel 2nd (200-fly, 400IM);
Aidan Donahue 1st (500-free); Muriel
Maloney 1st (400IM), 2nd (200-back,
200IM); Emma Reilly 1st (100-free,
200-back), 3rd (500-free)
15-18 boys: Ryan Bebel 2nd
(400IM), 3rd (200-free); Aedan
Collins 1st (200-fly, 200-back); Stefan
Crigler 2nd (100-breast); Colin Daniel
1st (500-free); Connor Heffernan 3rd
(100-free); Griff Morgan 1st (50-free,
100-free, 200IM, 400IM), 2nd (200free, 200-fly); Steven Warren 1st (100breast), 2nd (200-breast); Nick
Youssef 2nd (200-back), 3rd (200fly); Zach Youssef 3rd (200IM)
For more information regarding the
Westfield Area “Y” Devilfish Swim
Team, please contact Brian Guidera,
Director of Competitive Aquatics and
Head Coach, (908) 233.2700 x263 or
bguidera@westfieldynj.org.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
NOTICE OF PENDING
ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY
ORDINANCE NO. 2016-27
The ordinance, the summary of terms of
which are included herein, was introduced
and passed upon first reading at a Regular
Meeting of the Township Committee in the
Township of Cranford, in the County of
Union, State of New Jersey, on November
29, 2016. It will be further considered for
final passage, after public hearing thereon,
at a Regular Meeting of the Township
Committee to be held at the Township’s
Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey on December 13,
2016 at 8:00 p.m. During the week prior to
and up to and including the date of such
meeting, copies of the full ordinance will be
available at no cost and during regular
business hours, at the Office of the Township Clerk for members of the general
public who shall request the same. The
summary of such ordinance is as follows:
TITLE: AN ORDINANCE
AMENDING THE REVISED
GENERAL ORDINANCES OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF ABERDEEN PERTAINING TO TREE
PRESERVATION
Purpose: This Ordinance amends the
General Ordinances of the Township of
Cranford to regulate the removal of trees
on private and public property throughout
the Township to ensure the control indiscriminate and excessive cutting of trees
and to require appropriate tree replacement.
This Ordinance shall take effect at the
time and in the manner provide by law.
TARA ROWLEY
CLERK, TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
1 T - 12/1/16, The Leader
Fee: $38.21

FSPY First Frost Invitational
Held at Raritan Bay Area ‘Y’
The Annual Fanwood-Scotch Plains
“Y” (FSPY) First Frost Invitational
Meet held on November 13 at the
Raritan Bay Area “Y” in Perth Amboy,
featured 11 teams with over 627 children ages 6-12. The 8U group had 23
FSPY swimmers place in the top-10.
8U: Aaron Frank (4 firsts — 100
Individual Medley [IM], 25-back, 25free, 50-free. Normandie Beversluis
(1st 25-back, 4th 100IM, 5th 25breast, 7th 50-free), Zac McGeehan
(1st 25-breast, 6th 100IM, 5th 50-fly,
8th 25-free), Fiona Rovito (1st 25breast, 6th 25-free, 4th 25-fly),
Muhammad Sayani (1st 25-breast, 25back, 2nd 25-free), Sean Stanik (1st
25-fly, 6th 25-breast, 2nd 25-back,
2nd 25-free), Vivian Yu (1st, 25-back,
2nd 25-free, 3rd 25-fly). Other in top10: Shriya Bhushan, Sawyer
Briamonte, Amelia Condell, Ashlyn
D’Souza, Douglas Gee, Terry Gould,
Alex Holston, Luke Iannotta, Matthew Iannotta, Sophie Isleta, Ella Lin,
Jenny Markwant, Harrison McClure,
Tyson Moose, Claire Sewald and
Jamie Trela.
9/10: Billie Rose Sherratt (1st –
200IM, 50-free, 200-free, 2nd 100free). Meghan Lai (1st 100-back, 4th
100-breast, 3rd 200IM & 200-free).
Owen Waibel (1st 50-breast, 2nd 50fly, 100-free, 100IM). Other top-6:
Hannah Alber (4th 50-breast), Grace
Best (3rd 100-fly), Dylan Condell
(6th 50-breast), Brandon Calderone
(6th 50-back), Caitlyn Falkowski (6th
200IM, 4th 100 & 200-free), Kayla
Gould (3rd 100IM), Victoria Gee (2nd
50-free, 50-fly, 3rd 100-back), Mia

Gonyou (6th 100-breast), Anthony
Guan (6th, 100-back), Ryan Jawor
(3rd 200IM, 4th 100-free, 5th 100IM),
Keira Kaminskas (6th 50-fly), Laura
Kim (2nd 50-back, 100-back, 100fly, 3rd 100-free), Tyler McGeehan
(4th 50-free), Lindsey Midrano (3rd
50-free), Haley Oliver (4th 100-back,
6th 100-free), MacLaine Priesing (2nd
100-back, 100-fly), Isabella Rovito
(6th 50-breast, 100IM), Evan Weber
(3rd 50-breast, 5th 100-breast, 6th
100IM).
11/12: Darien Betances (1st 200IM,
50-free, 100-free, 100-fly); Jenna
Aldana (1st 50-fly, 2nd 100-back);
Olivia Alpizar (1st 50-breast, 4th 100breast); Abby DiGiorgio (1st 100breast, 2nd 200IM, 50 back, 5th 200free); Corey He (1st 100-breast, 2nd
200IM, 100-free, 100-fly); Richard
Park (1st 100-back, 5th 200IM, 6th
100-free, 3rd 100-fly); Aidan Trenery
(1st 50-fly, 2nd 200-free, 3rd 200IM,
50-free). Other top-6: Julia Bonhote
(6th 200IM, 4th 50-free), Brandon
Cortez (2nd 100-back, 100-breast),
Chloe Howell (2nd 50-free, 3rd 100breast, 4th 100-free), Lily Hughes
(3rd 100-back, 5th 100-breast, 6th
100-free), Ryan Kim (3rd 100-breast,
200-free, 5th 100-back, 100-free),
Katherine Li (2nd 50-breast),
Cameron Linenberg (5th 50-fly, 100fly), Dylan Negron (3rd 100-back,
100IM, 5th 200-free, 6th 50-fly),
Elle Priesing (4th 50-fly, 6th 100fly), Hirad Sharifian (2nd 50-breast,
6th 50-free), Morgan Tsin (6th 100breast, 50-fly), Julianna Warren (5th
100-fly).

UCC Women Cagers Top
Valley Forge Military Acad.
CRANFORD – The Union County
College Women’s Basketball team
defeated Valley Forge Military Academy, 92-65, on November 19 in the
gym at the Cranford campus.
Within two minutes of the first
quarter, Union power forward,
Kiante Johnson (Jersey City) had to
leave the floor with two quick fouls.
The first quarter ended with Union
in the lead, 23-17. During the second quarter, Valley Forge moved
ahead, while Johnson was off the
court and went on a series of points
scored by Beverly Kum. However,
the half ended with Lady Owls
ahead, 49-42.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
TAKE NOTICE that on the 21st day of
November, 2016, the Zoning Board of the
Township of Cranford, in the County of
Union took the following actions:
1. Application ## ZBA-16-018; Applicant Tim and Melissa Davies; 34 West
Holly Street; Block: 176, Lot: 5, R-3 Zone.
Applicant has obtained approval to construct an addition where the maximum
required impervious lot coverage for the R3 zone is 38%. The proposal for lot coverage is 43%.
2. Application #ZBA-15-029: Adopted
a Resolution of Memorialization granting
approval to Cubesmart LLC, applicant, is
seeking approval to permit construction of
a new sign. The applicant proposes a
freestanding sign 20.8 square feet in area
where the area of freestanding signs in the
C-2 zone cannot exceed 12 square feet.
The applicant proposes a freestanding sign
that will be ten feet in height above finished
grade where the maximum height of freestanding signs in the C-2 zone is four feet
above finished grade was approved as
provided on Block 537, Lot 1 in the C-2
zone as designated on the Township Tax
Map, also known as 601 South Avenue
East.
Jeffrey Pistol
Board Secretary
1 T - 12/01/16, The Leader Fee: $30.09

The third quarter started with a
bang and Johnson wanted to redeem
herself, scoring 13 points and pulling 12 rebounds. Point guard Acestra
Robinson (Hillside) added two threepointers and a duce, and shooting
guard Frankie Cherasaro (North
Plainfield) drained the three ball and
two free throws, which allowed the
Lady Owls to end the quarter leading
76-53.
The final score was 92-65. Lady
Owls, who were big contributors were
Robinson with 20 points and four
assists, Johnson with 19 points, 23
rebounds and three steals; and
Chersasaro had 16 points, three steals
and three assists. For Valley Forge
were Beverly Kum and Sidney
Barrowboth had 16 points each.
For more information about Union
County College or its Athletic Division, go to www.ucc.edu.

Probitas Verus Honos
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
NOTICE OF ADOPTION
ORDINANCE NO. 16-18
AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH A RESTRICTED PARKING ZONE PURSUANT TO
N.J.S.A. 39:4-197.6 IN FRONT
OF 250 WILLOW AVENUE, IN
THE
BOROUGH
OF
GARWOOD.
STATEMENT
TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.
16-18, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON, TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2016
ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 12/01/16, The Leader Fee: $20.40
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Westfield: 08/15/16
Susanne M. Mullma to John H and
Saenah Kim, 417 Tuttle Parkway,
$925,000.
Estate of Alan W. Osborne to David
and Virginia Leiz, 230 Coperthwaite
Place, $625,000.
Scott Paterson and Kimberly
Salwitz to Natalie N. Nikravan and
Lucas R. Thorson, 406 Clark Street,
$499,000.
Richard D. and Marianne A. Rippe
to Bradford A. and Amanda Como,
572 Highland Avenue, $1,150,000.
Carlos R and Anne P. Lundt to
Brian C. and Bernadette M.
Fitzgerald, 334 East Dudley Avenue,
$889,000.
Deborah S. Eberts to R&A Holdings LLC. Andrew Calcagno, 530
Parkview Avenue, $525,000.
Carol A. and John R. Valla to Gary
D. and Alexandra S. Wiedman, 630
Raymond Street, $960,000.
John T Brennan to Scott R. and
Elizabeth J. Jeffery, 775 Oak Avenue,
$600,000.
James B. and Carol A. Morton to
Cynthia A. Francisco, 742 Belvidere
Avenue, $769,000.
Tracy A. Taylor and Derek J. Sieger
to Brookfield Relocation INC., 587
Terrace Place, $640,000.
Brookfield Relocation INC. to
Robin A. Gasson, 587 Terrace Place,
$640,000.
Michael J. Lapolla and Susan M.
Mac Mullan to Simon and Kristen
Cirasa, 817 Oak Avenue, $699,900.
Michael Mahoney LLC. to Kristen
Starace and Michael M. Adelhock,
117 Golf Edge, $999,000.
Monarch Homes Holdings LLC. to
Robert J. and Amy Maloof, 35 Hawthorn Drive, $1,700,000.
Daniel P. and Kristina Rible to
Charles and Kimberly Pace, 685
North Avenue West, $395,000.
John and Alana Grimes to John E.
and Jennifer M. Richter, 602
Roosevelt Street, $510,000.
Robert G. and Dorothy H. Teller to
Michael Mroz, 719 Shadowlawn
Drive, $720,000.
Theresa McLane to Akbar
Moghaddas and Keith Farzam-Parsi
and Megan Mojgon Pasi, 847 Dorian
Road, $502,000.
Estate of Kathryn A. O’Brien to
David J. and Lauren R. Bollinger,
676 Shadowlawn Drive, $1,100,000.
Citimortgage INC. to Nicole and
Marc Breslow, 654 Shadowlawn
Drive, $625,000.
Orchard Properties Managment
LLC. to Tao Ni, 573 Trinity Place,
$560,000.
Alan Derose to Nicholas Amicucci,
515 Trinity Place, $335,000.
Estate of Dorleau G. Roth to
Deborah Clapp, 515 Trinity Place,
$245,000.
Josephine (Cirigliano) Nanna to
Starfish Dream Home Developers
LLC., 426 Euclid Avenue South,
$525,000.
Joel P. and Elizabeth A. Ewing to
Timothy M. and Jennifer A. Donovan,
509 Euclid Avenue South, $695,000.
Richard S. and Diane W. Watkins
to Elshiekh Enterprises LLC., 735
Harding Street, $590,000.
Nelson and Carol Wolf to Frank
Fortino and Gregory Fortino, 730
Castleman Drive, $450,000.
Jeffrey and Heather Merklinger to
Brian J. and Meredith A. A. Barker,
62 Michael Drive, $575,000.
Charles D. and Renee A. Rauch to
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a public hearing on December 12, 2016, at 7:30 pm., at the
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, First
Floor Council Chambers to consider the
adoption of a Master Plan Reexamination
Report as required by the Municipal Land
Use Law N.J.S.A 40:55D-89.
Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Planning Board
1 T - 12/1/16, The Times
Fee: $13.26

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 11/22/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2016–934
AWARDED TO: 4 Connections, L.L.C.
SERVICES: for maintenance and lease
of existing fiber optic cable previously install throughout the City of Elizabeth connecting various County
PERIOD: December 18, 2016-December 17, 2021
COSTS: in the amount not to exceed
$509,258.40.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/01/16, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 11/22/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2016–882
amending (Resolution No. 2015-527)
AWARDED TO: Netta Architects, of
Springfield, New Jersey
SERVICES: for additional architectural/
engineering services associated with the
Union County Courthouse Complex New
Tower Stairwell Modernization Project
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$510,000.00 for a new contract amount
not to exceed $4,328,330.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/01/16, The Leader Fee: $22.95

Recent Home Sales
For more info see:
http://clerk.ucnj.org/UCPA/DocIndex

Sung J and Karen Yoon, 20 Manitou
Circle, $645,000.
Damiano Lobasso and Brielle
Notaro to Tabak Family Acquistions
II LLC., 224 Livingston Street,
$530,000.
Luis and Elizabeth Vilarin to Justin
and Alison Eshak, 430 Everson Place,
$865,000.
Estate of Alfred Cherin to Michael
Mahoney LLC., 27 Plymouth Road,
$725,000.
Thomas M. Dwyer to Thomas and
Aldona Haines, 870 New England
Drive, $1,075,000.
Steven A. and Kathryn L. Brawer
to Omaggio LLC., 6 Dickson Drive,
$745,000.
Aaron J. Keith and Donna L.
Kenney to Jennifer Serzan, 39 Doris
Parkway, $508,000.
David and Virginia Leiz to James
M. and Anne M. Okas, 836 Boulevard, $950,000.
Joan D. Doherty to Rachel
Cerqueira-Vaz, 929 Beverly Drive,
$480,000.
Michael A. and Katherine E. Barton
to Kyuho Han and Yoonjeong Choi,
903Carleton Road, $715,000.
Kyuho Han and Yoonjeong Choi to
William and Caitlin Disney, 927
Grandview Avenue, $549,000.
Joseph and Martha A. Ciacciarelli
to Laura McKinley, 1023 Ripley Avenue, $547,700.
Daniel Arzewski and Cheryl
Marggulis to Brian J. and Jessica T.
Fineburg, 164 Landsdowne Avenue,
$770,000.
Peter and Elizabeth Laskaris to
James Martinez and Cynthia A.
Graves, 1314 Frances Terrace,
$942,500.
Todd Ellner LLC. to Neil and
Zhanna Seideman, 418 Montauk Terrace, $942,500.
Patrick B. and Sharon E. Murphy
to Ian L. and Stacy E. Korr, 48 Genesee
trail, $1,329,000.
Marilyn Napack to Jordan D. and
Jodi M. Perlmutter, 68 Genesee Trail,
$601,000.
Ronnie E. Siegel to Cuong V.
Nguyen and Ngoc Bich Nguyen, 72
Genesee Trail, $635,000.
Paul and Carolyn Sluberski to ShuLi Chang and Chia-Tsung Hsiao, 620
Leigh Drive, $649,000.
Thomas J. and Aldona D Haines to
Pratush and Sapna Gupta, 1065 Lamberts Mill Road, $910,000.
John C. Ricardo to Erik S. and
Susan A. Olson, 213 Ayliffe Avenue,
$665,000.
John L. Ruth I. and MacDougall to
Domenico Lettini, 2003 Grandview
Avenue, $900,000.
Estate of Verna Judge to Frank
Wietry & Sons Construction LLC.,
1907 Boynton Avenue, $350,000.
Rajiv and Kanak Bhasin to James
T. and Kelly L. Brennan, 126 Boynton
Court, $599,000.
Adam M. and Lisa D. Waldman to
Brett and Amy Waxman, 1608
Boynton Avenue, $970,000.

Westfield: 09/19/16
Roy M. and Jo Arleen Nuzzo to
David E. and Kendra P. Broad, 977
Lawrence, $850,000.
Adam and Natalie Levy to Tyler A.
and Elaine M. Jayroe, 952 Wyandotte Trail, $2,600,000.

Frederick B. and Carolyn B. Polak
to Ben and Alyssa Mesika, 81
Barchester Way, $910,000.
Karen Cleeve to Massimo and Barbara Serafini, 218 Edgewood Avenue,
$618,000.
Tyler A. and Elaine M. Jayroe to
Scott D. and Lisa A. Gootzeit, 627
Prospect Street, $1,211,000.
Scott S. and Patty P. Bond to Samrat
S. and Jennifer T. Khichi, 229 Dudley
Avenue East, $2,800,000.
Patrick and Kimberly Legin To
Thomas Albano and Bonnie SpragueAlbano, 411 Mountain Avenue,
$825,000.
Charles P. and Elaine G. Burfield to
Robert Leo Dragon and Lorna
Dragon, 404 Harrison Avenue,
$725,000.
Richard and Noreen Smith to
Daniel M. Saad and Elizabeth
McDonough Saad, 514 North Chestnut Street, $685,000.
David R. and Maribeth P. Hall to
Benjamin and Deborah Dorner, 541
Topping Hill Road, $1,225,000.
Louis and Jane Franz to Elias and
Michelle Habayeb, 507 Wychwood
Road, $1,150,000.

Robert F. Hermann and Nancy J.
Bateman to John Y. and Shelby E.
Levene, 410 Topping Hill Road,
$799,900.
Harilaos and Dina M. Kalimtzis to
John and Renata Niemczyk, 126
North Euclid Avenue, $940,000.
1123 South Avenue LLC. to Daniel
Roses and Tiffany See Luk Ho, 1123
South Avenue, $262,500.
Georgi Tsekov and Melissa Colten
to Keith R. and Lisa Schneider, 213
Scotch Plains Avenue, $460,000.
Patrick Marvosa to Mark D. George
and Heather Hays, 732 Warren Street,
$544,000.
Andrew and Lisa Goldberg to NCN
Properties LLC., 776 Austin Street,
$440,000.
Prominent Properties LLC. to Eliot
and Lisa Hamlisch, 676 Dorian Road,
$1,367,500.
Jennifer T. and Samrat S. Khichi to
Patty P. Bond, 622 Shackamaxon
Drive, $1,425,000.
Susan M. and Benziger to Gerald
Venturelli, 515 Trinity Place,
$340,000.
Gentemp LLC. to Benjamin and
Reagan Freeman, 542 Westfield Avenue Unit A, $778,500.
Gentemp LLC. to Kathleen Ann
Swain Trust, 542 Westfield Avenue
Unit B, $775,000.

Fugitive in 2012 Homicide
Apprehended In England
COUNTY — A former Elizabeth
resident who fled to Egypt before
being criminally charged in connection with an August 2012 homicide
has been apprehended in England and
is awaiting extradition back to New
Jersey.
Eslam Gad, 27, has been charged
with first-degree murder and related
weapons offenses for allegedly fatally shooting 21-year-old Anthony
Holmes Jr. of Pemberton Township,
Burlington County.
Several minutes before midnight
on August 8, 2012, Holmes was in the
area of 3rd and Pine streets in the
Elizabethport neighborhood with a
relative and several friends when a
person later identified as Gad fired
numerous gunshots out the window
of a red Ford Mustang, according to
Union County Assistant Prosecutor
Bruce Holmes, who is prosecuting
the case.
The shooting victim, who was not
believed to have been the intended
target, was struck by gunfire and
rushed to University Hospital in Newark, where he was pronounced dead
early the next day, Mr. Holmes said.
No one else was injured or killed as a
result of the shooting, although two
vehicles and a private residence were
struck by gunfire.
An intensive joint investigation involving the Union County Homicide
Task Force, Union County Sheriff’s
Office, and Elizabeth Police Department resulted in Gad being identified
as a suspect in the case, and criminal
complaints were filed against him in
state Superior Court in late August
2012, several days after he had fled
the country.
In October 2012, investigators filed
a Blue Notice with INTERPOL asking that the intergovernmental police
organization trace and locate Gad.

Earlier this month, members of the
prosecutor’s office were notified that
INTERPOL had obtained a provisional arrest warrant for Gad, who
was located and arrested in Manchester, England.
Assisting in the investigation along
with INTERPOL were members of
the FBI, U.S. Department of Homeland Security, U.S. Justice Department, and U.S. Marshals Service.
Gad’s arrest marked the second time
in less than a month that multiple
federal agencies played a role in helping apprehend a fugitive who fled
overseas following a Union County
homicide and remained at large for a
matter of years; on November 1 it was
announced that 30-year-old Welder
Morente Dubon, formerly of
Plainfield, had been arrested by federal agents in Guatemala on charges
connected to the March 29, 2007
beating death of 23-year-old Joseph
Tremarco of the Millington section
of Long Hill.
Gad is now expected to be extradited to the United States during the
coming months, after which a first
appearance will be held in Superior
Court, according to a press release
from the prosecutor’s office. Convictions on first-degree murder charges
are commonly punishable by 30 years
to life in state prison.
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Thursday, December 1, 2016

CLASSIFIEDS
FOR SALE BY OWNER

SCOTCH PLAINS MOVING SALE

OPEN HOUSE
SAT 12/3, 11AM - 2PM
36 Wareham Ct, Scotch Plains
2 Master BdRms, 2.5 Baths
Everything brand new, $460,000.
AP-certified, veteran HS math tutor specializing in calculus and
precalculus. Master's, very experienced, patient, excellent results.
Please call Mel: (732) 603-9521

1822 Lamberts Mill Road
Thurs. 12/1, Fri. 12/2, 10am-3pm
Sat. 12/3 10am-1pm
Sofas, Chairs, Dining Room,
Noritake, Farm Table, Beds,
Dressers, Lamps, Linens, Sewing
& Craft Supplies, Janome & Viking
Sewing Machines, Christmas,
Dvd's, Life Core & Precor Exercise Machines, Garden Tools,
Ladders, Freezer, More!
For pics: DovetailsUSA.com

ASIAN ANTIQUES WANTED

MOVING SALE

All Other Antiques Welcome.
High Prices Paid for Asian Antiques
North Plainfield Antique Gallery
1006 RT22 E. North Plainfield, NJ
Ask for Joseph (973) 641-8053

708 Carleton Rd. Westfield
Saturday, 12/3, from 9AM-4PM
Furniture, decorative items,
household goods, picnic table,
bicycles and more!

EXPERT MATH TUTOR

FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
DEYCI’S CLEANING SERVICES
Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work
Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices
Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available
(908) 510-2542
PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 11/22/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2016-924
AWARDED TO: Brown and Brown
Metro, Inc., Florham Park, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the provision of General
Insurance Consultant/Broker Services
PERIOD: January 1, 2017-December
31, 2017
COSTS: in the amount not to exceed
$40,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/01/16, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PUBLIC HEARING
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2016
4:00 pm
ADMINISTRATION OFFICE
75 MARTINE AVENUE NORTH
FANWOOD, NEW JERSEY
All interested citizens will be given an
opportunity to present their opinion regarding which projects the Mayor and
Council should submit to the Union County
Community Development Revenue Sharing Committee for Year 43 at the above
time and place. For further information
contact the Borough Clerk at (908) 3228236.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 12/1/16, The Times
Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 11/22/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 11/22/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 11/22/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 11/22/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2016-917
AWARDED TO: Prevention Link,
Roselle, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the purpose of providing
a variety of prevention/education programs
targeted countywide to the residents of the
County of Union
PERIOD: July 1, 2017-June 30, 2018
COSTS: in the total amount not to exceed $536,201.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/01/16, The Leader Fee: $22.95

RESOLUTION NO: 2016-933
AWARDED TO: United Way of Greater
Union County, Elizabeth, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide a comprehensive Out-of-school Youth Employment &
Training
PERIOD: December 1, 2016-March 31,
2018
COSTS: in the amount not to exceed
$477,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/01/16, The Leader Fee: $22.95

RESOLUTION NO: 2016-915
amending (Resolution No. 2016-763)
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies
SERVICES: for the purpose of providing
services to Union County residents
PERIOD: January 1, 2016-December
31, 2016
COSTS: in the amount not to exceed
$1,678 for a new grand total not to exceed
$4,929,232.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/01/16, The Leader Fee: $22.95

RESOLUTION NO: 2016–920
AWARDED TO: Town and Country
Veterinary Services of Chester, New
Jersey
SERVICES: for the purpose of providing
Equestrian Veterinary Services for the
Watchung Stable
PERIOD: January 1, 2017-December
31, 2021
COSTS: in the amount not to exceed
$170,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/01/16, The Leader Fee: $22.95
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ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Financial Advisor seeks Admin.
Asst. Must have life insurance and
annuity exp. Knowledge of Word,
Excel. 12-15 hrs per wk. can be
flexible. Call Ted Sharkey at
Meeker Sharkey (908) 377-5401.
HOUSE CLEANING

Tired? No time to clean your house
or apartment? I will do it for you.
Excellent references. Free
Estimates! (862) 307-3481
FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design.
Padded
Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $75.
Call (908) 654-6091
PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 11/22/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2016-895
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies
Fish Hospitality, Home First Interfaith
Housing & Family Services, the Gateway
Family YMCA, Salvation Army, the Gateway Family YMCA, YMCA of Plainfield,
YM/YWCA of Newark, YWCA of EUC,
Raphael’s Life House, Family Promise
SERVICES: to provide shelter night stays
for TANF, GA, and Emergency Assistance
PERIOD: January 1, 2017-December
31, 2017
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/01/16, The Leader Fee: $24.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR QUOTES
2017 PLUMBER & ELECTRICIAN
The Township of Scotch Plains is looking to solicit the services of a 2017
PLUMBER and ELECTRICIAN. If you are
interested in submitting a quote please fill
out the quote sheet available on the Township of Scotch Plains website
scotchplainsnj.gov or by requesting a quote
sheet from the Township Clerk via email at
blacina@scotchplainsnj.com.
The successful low quote will be required to submit the appropriate paper
work within one week after being notified in
writing that you are the apparent low quote:
* Business Registration Certificate
* Certificate of Insurance naming the
Township Insured and have the following
* General Liability, including products/
Completed Operations Limit $1,000,000.00
CSL Authority be named as additional
insured
* Auto Liability: Limit $1,000,000.00 CSL
* Workers’ Compensation InsuranceStatutory Limits
* Completed Risk Transfer Agreement
with an embossed copy of your seal
All Quotes are to be e-mailed to
blacina@scotchplainsnj.com by December 15, 2016 at 10:00am. It is incumbent on the contractor to insure that the
Township has received the quote.
Any questions are to be e-mailed to
blacina@scotchplainsnj.com by December 8, 2016 at 1:00pm
The Township is not responsible to insure that we have received the quote.
Please call 908-322-6700 Ext 211 to
confirm.
Alexander Mirabella
Township Manager
Bozena Lacina
Township Clerk
1 T - 12/1/16, The Times
Fee: $38.25

Goods & Services You Need
30 Years
Experience

BLACK TOP

Handyman

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE
BRICK PAVERS

Mr. Reliable

(908) 462.4755

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Master Craft
Upholstery

Over 40 Years Experience
in Furniture Upholstery
225 North Ave. Garwood

732-423-0689
upholstery07201@yahoo.com

Like Us on Facebook

OLIVER A

PAVING
Driveways • Parking Lots
Seal Coating • Railroad Ties
Belgian Block Curbing
Drainage Problems
Cement Sidewalks
“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

908-753-7281

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering
Interior Painting
Wallpaper Installation
Crown Molding
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair
Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED

FREE ESTIMATES

Lawn Sprinklers

(908) 276-1062

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com
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Christie Announces $300Mil. Statehouse Renovation
TRENTON — Governor Chris
Christie on Tuesday announced $300million restoration of the New Jersey
Executive State House, the first for
the second oldest in continuous operation in the United States in 60
years. The building was developed
over 18 distinct building campaigns
from 1792 to 1958.
It is expected this restoration project
will take four years to complete.
Employees will be relocated during
construction. Over calendar year 2016
alone, the state will spend close to $3
million to address emergency conditions with no long-term value gained,
the Governor’s Office said in a press
release.
“Attention needs to be paid to our
State House immediately before the
aging building and infrastructure deteriorate any further,” Governor
Christie said. “I enter this building
with a sense of pride each and every
day and cannot leave office without
addressing the serious issues that face
the center of New Jersey government. This critical project will protect and preserve the State House for
future New Jerseyans.”
Governor Christie’s plan addresses
critical life safety issues including installation of fire suppression sprinklers, smoke separation of building
spaces to safeguard occupants, removal
of combustible materials, elimination
of non-code compliant means of egress,
and Americans With Disabilities Act
(ADA) improvements.
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16004849
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-006234-16
Plaintiff: M&T BANK
VS.
Defendant: JAMES J. LEHMAN AND KELLY
A LEHMAN
Sale Date: 12/14/2016
Writ of Execution: 08/26/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Thirty-Seven Thousand Four Hundred Thirty-Six
and 17/100*** $337,436.17.
All that certain lot, piece or parcel of land, with
the buildings and improvements thereon erected,
situate, lying and being in the Township of Scotch
Plains, County of Union and State of New Jersey.
Commonly Known as: 375 Forest Road, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076.
Tax Lot and Block No.: Lot 2, Block 1602.
Nearest Cross Street: Forest Road & Bartle
Avenue (approximately 100 feet away).
Dimensions (approximately): 55 x 122.
Amount Due for Taxes: Subject to any unpaid
taxes, municipal liens or other charges, and any
such taxes, charges, liens, insurance premiums
or other advances made by plaintiff prior to this
sale. All interested parties are to conduct and rely
upon their own independent investigation to ascertain whether or not any outstanding interest
remain of record and/or have priority over the lien
being foreclosed and, if so the current amount
due thereon.
If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.
As the above description does not constitute a
full legal description, said full legal description is
annexed to that certain mortgage recorded in the
Office of the Register/Clerk of Union County in
Mortgage Book M12417 at Page 0533, et seq.,
Elizabeth, New Jersey, and the Writ of Execution
on file with the Sheriff of Union County.
Total Upset: ***Three Hundred Forty-Four
Thousand Four Hundred Twenty-Nine and 19/
100*** $344,429.19 together with lawful interest
and costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Joseph Cryan
Sheriff
Attorney:
SCHILLER, KNAPP, LEFKOWITZ & HERTZEL LLP
950 NEW LOUDON ROAD
SUITE 109
LATHAM, NEW YORK 12110
(518) 786-9069
4 T - 11/17, 11/24, 12/01
& 12/08/16
Fee: 167.28

There has been extreme deterioration of both the outside and inside
building fabric, according to the press
release.
“The historic chimneys need to be
dismantled until permanent repairs
are made; window sashes at risk of
falling off their frames must be removed from the building; and cornices have to be dismantled and other
exterior elements removed to protect
occupants and passersby,” according
to the release. “Thirty-five percent of
the building does not have proper
heating, cooling and ventilation due
to a set up created haphazardly over
the last 50 years that addressed localized user needs without a coherent
plan. Every year, the state makes costly
repairs that do not add long term
value. There also is a significant waste
in energy costs.”
The projected cost of this complete renovation is $300 million.
Working in cooperation with the New
Jersey Economic Development Authority, the funds would be used to
pay for the exterior and interior renovation and restoration, complete new
building infrastructure, curing code
and ADA violations, and temporary
relocation costs.
“The deteriorating conditions of
the building necessitate that this
project begin now to ensure the safety
of workers and visitors and avoid
additional costs,” Governor Christie
said. “Every year the project is delayed adds another $10 million to the
cost of the overall project. We cannot
afford to wait to save the State House,
its visitors and employees from worsening conditions and address the critical life safety upgrades needed.”

CENTENNIAL SPIRIT...Members of the College Woman’s Club of Westfield
(CWC) toasted the start of their centennial year at the fall kick-off meeting
October 20 at South Avenue Arts, a new gallery and studio space in Garwood.
Founded in 1917, CWC hosts social and fund-raising activities in support of its
scholarship program for young women from Westfield. For more information,
visit cwclubwestfield.org. Pictured, from left to right, are: Kris Luka, Anne
Wargo, JeanneMarie Ryan, Annmarie Puleio, Phyllis Triarsi and Epi Betancourt.

Assembly Approves Bill
Banning Underage Marriage
TRENTON – Legislation sponsored by Assemblywoman Nancy
Muñoz (R-21st, Summit) barring individuals under the age of 18 from
marrying or entering into a civil union
received General Assembly approval
November 18.
“New Jersey’s children are one step
closer to no longer being victims of
forced or arranged marriages. I am
extremely happy for Fraidy Reiss, who
advocated for this legislation; she has
dedicated herself to its passage,” said

Probitas Verus Honos
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16004739
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-010696-15
Plaintiff: CONNECTONE BANK
VS.
Defendant: AIR CON INC, THE STATE OF
NEW JERSEY, AIRSIDE, INC, GRANT SUPPLY COMPANY, INC, GENERAL PLUMBING
SUPPLY INC., MILLER & CHITTY CO. INC,
JOHNSTONE SUPPLY INC., NES EQUIPMENT
SERVICE AND BRUCE SUPPLY CORP.
Sale Date: 12/07/2016
Writ of Execution: 08/24/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Three Million One
Hundred Seventeen Thousand Eight Hundred
Eight and 04/100*** $3,117,808.04.
SHORT DESCRIPTION
All that tract or parcel of land situate, lying and
being in the Borough of Mountainside, Union
County, New Jersey.
The property is a trapezoidal shaped parcel
with approximately 96 feet of frontage on US
Route 22 Westbound, and a depth of between
approximately 323 feet and 348 feet, containing
approximately 0.7 acres.
The property fronts on US Route 22 Westbound, between Summit Road on the East and
Central Avenue on the West, and is designated
as 1148 Route 22, Mountainside, New Jersey.
Being known and designated as Block 5.T, Lot
35 as shown on the Borough of Mountainside
Tax Map.
Total Upset: ***Three Million Two Hundred
Sixteen Thousand Nine Hundred Eighty-One
and 38/100*** $3,216,981.38 together with lawful interest and costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Joseph Cryan
Sheriff
Attorney:
WINDELS, MARX LANE & MITTENDORF, LLP
120 ALBANY STREET PLAZA
NEW BRUNSWICK, NEW JERSEY 08901
(732) 846-7600
4 T - 11/10, 11/17, 11/24
& 12/01/16
Fee: $179.52

SHOPPING STARTS IN THE PAGES OF THIS NEWSPAPER

A GOOD DEED...Garwood Cub Scout Pack 75 gives back by creating a school
supply pantry to help Garwood school children in need of a pen, pencil, paper or
other school supplies. The pantry can be found in the Garwood Public Library,
located at 411 Third Avenue, Garwood.

Human Fertility to Be Topic
For Old Guard Meeting
SUMMIT AREA — Dr. Andrew look forward to developing future
Singson, of the Waksman Institute of treatments for infertility since they
can perform experiments
Genetics at Rutgers Union worms they cannot perversity, will speak to the
form on humans. Dr.
Summit Old Guard at its
Singson will describe the
Tuesday, December 6
consequences of his dismeeting. He will talk
covery and the hope it proabout his recent groundvides for future treatments.
breaking research in the
All active men age 50field of human fertility.
plus are invited to attend
In the United States,
the Tuesday morning meetone in eight couples has
ings of the Summit Area
fertility problems; in 30
Old Guard. Meetings are
percent of the cases, no
held at the New Providence
explanation can be
Municipal Center, located
found. However, reat 360 Elkwood Avenue,
search has recently found
that humans and worms Dr. Andrew Singson New Providence. A coffee
hour starts at 9:15 a.m.,
are related to a common
ancestor that lived more than 700 followed by a 10 a.m. business meetmillion years ago. Dr. Singson dis- ing brightened by singing and humor.
covered that worms, like humans, pro- Guest speakers begin their talk at
duced normal-looking sperm but 10:30 a.m.
Old Guard members participate in
could not create offspring because
their sperm lacked a specific protein sports, bridge, hikes, trips, plays,
concerts and other cultural events.
similar to sperm in humans.
Studying human infertility directly For more information, call Jim
is challenging due to ethical and Hewitt at (908) 233-5507 or log onto
experimental limitations. By mak- the website summitoldguard.org.
ing a genetic connection between
Assembly Advances
worms and humans, scientists can
SHERIFF’S SALE

Unfortunately, people do!
They say that elephants never forget. However, it’s a well
known fact that people DO! That’s why it pays business
owners to keep reminding people who they are, where
they are and what they have for sale. The best place to
do this is where people LOOK when they are planning to
BUY something. That’s in the advertising columns of this
newspaper, where most shopping starts. All of which is to
remind YOU that this might be a good time to talk to us.

The Westfield Leader
The Scotch Plains – Fanwood
TIMES
908-232-4407

Ms. Muñoz. “I want to thank my colleagues in the Assembly for their support of this needed measure.”
State law permits anyone under the
age of 18 to marry with a parent’s or
guardian’s consent. A state Superior
Court judge must also approve if the
person is under 16 years of age. Ms.
Muñoz’ bill (A-3091) prohibits the
issuance of marriage or civil union
licenses to all persons under the age
of 18, regardless of parental or judicial consent.

sales@goleader.com

SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16004806
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-029873-13
Plaintiff: NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC
VS.
Defendant: BRUCE FISHER DECEASED,
HIS/HER HEIRS, DEVISEES, AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES, AND HIS, HER, THEIR
OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE AND INTEREST AND BANK OF
AMERICA, N.A. AND UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA, STATE OF NEW JERSEY
Sale Date: 12/14/2016
Writ of Execution: 06/29/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Fifty-Seven Thousand Seventeen and 89/100***
$557,017.89.
The property to be sold is located in Town of
Westfield in the County of Union, and State of
New Jersey.
Commonly known as 614 Dorian Road,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090.
Tax Lot No. 5, Block 2904.
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 60 feet
wide by 226 feet long.
Nearest Cross Street: Rahway Avenue
Total Upset: ***Five Hundred Seventy-Three
Thousand One Hundred Forty-Three and 71/
100*** $573,143.71 together with lawful interest
and costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Joseph Cryan
Sheriff
Attorney:
KML LAW GROUP, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
STE. 406
WESTMONT, NEW JERSEY 08108
(215) 627-1322
4 T - 11/17, 11/24, 12/01
& 12/08/16
Fee: $210.12

WESTFIELD
Thursday, November 17, Horton
Belton, 32, of Newark was arrested
at the Hudson County jail on an
outstanding Westfield traffic warrant with $750 bail. He was transported to police headquarters, processed and committed to the Union
County jail.
Thursday, November 17, Lateef
Wise, 27, of Newark was arrested
by Newark police on an outstanding Westfield criminal warrant with
$904 bail. Officers responded to
the Newark Police Department to
arrest Wise on the warrant. He was
processed and, unable to post bail,
was taken to the Union County jail.
Friday, November 18, Jessica
Ferrara, 18, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with possession of less than 50 grams of a
controlled dangerous substance
(CDS), identified by police as suspected marijuana, pursuant to a
motor vehicle stop on the 1200
block of West South Avenue near
Crossway Place. She was processed
and released with a summons.
Friday, November 18, Kevin
Rozalski, 20, of Colonia was arrested and charged with possession of a fraudulent driver’s license subsequent to a motor vehicle stop in the area of East Broad
Street and Wychview Drive. He
was transported to police headquarters, processed and released with a
summons.
Friday, November 18, Tanashia
Johnson, 42, of Newark was arrested at the Clifton Police Department on an outstanding Westfield
criminal warrant with $250 bail.
Johnson was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed and committed to the Union
County jail. She also was wanted
on a Springfield traffic warrant,
with $750 bail, and an Edison criminal warrant, with $229 bail.
Saturday, November 19, Cassie
M. Lilly, 33, of Westfield was arrested on an outstanding Madison
traffic warrant pursuant to a crash
investigation at West South Avenue
and Ross Place. She was transported to police headquarters,
where she was processed and released after posting $254 bail.
Saturday, November 19, Jihad T.
Bonds, 22, of Piscataway was arrested at the South Plainfield Police Department on two outstanding Westfield warrants, including a
traffic warrant with $500 bail and a
criminal warrant with $1,000 bail.
He was transported to Westfield
police headquarters for processing
and held while awaiting bail.
Sunday,
November
20,
Alexander Gazsi, 25, of Cranford
was arrested and charged with
shoplifting from a business located
on the 600 block of West North
Avenue. According to police, Gazsi
stole approximately $1,800 worth
of items. He was processed and
released with a summons.
Sunday, November 20, a resident of Genesee Trail reported be-

ing the victim of identity theft. An
unknown suspect gained access to
the victim’s Verizon account and
charged $58.32.
Thursday, November 24, a resident of the 300 block of Edgewood
Avenue reported being the victim
of fraud/identity theft. According
to police, loans were filed for request under the victim’s name.
SCOTCH PLAINS
Monday, November 14, Ronald
Crump, 51, of Newark was arrested
on traffic warrants after a motor
vehicle stop.
Thursday, November 17, Randy
L. Sumpert, 22, of South Plainfield
was arrested after a motor vehicle
stop for having an outstanding warrant.
CRANFORD
Wednesday, November 16, Brian
Olsen, 48, of Clark was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI) after a motor vehicle stop at the
intersection of Lexington Avenue and
Georgia Street for a stop sign violation. Olsen was processed and released
to a friend pending a municipal court
appearance. Olsen also was issued
motor vehicle summonses for failing
to stop at a stop sign, DWI and careless
driving.
Friday, November 25, Mariusz
Skowron, 39, of Linden was arrested and charged with DWI after
a motor vehicle stop at the intersection of Centennial Avenue and
Cummings Street for careless driving. Skowron was processed and
subsequently released to a friend
pending a municipal court appearance. He was issued motor vehicle
summonses for DWI, careless driving and failing to maintain lamps.
Sunday, November 27, Grzegorz
Faszcewski, 28, of Linden was arrested and charged with DWI after
a motor vehicle stop at the intersection of Raritan Road and Moen
Avenue for a traffic signal violation. Faszcewski was processed and
released to a friend pending a municipal
court
appearance.
Faszcewski also was issued motor
vehicle summonses for a traffic signal violation, careless driving, failure to inspect and DWI.
Monday, November 28, Alyssa
Archer, 22, of Green Brook was
arrested and charged with possession of less than 50 grams of suspected marijuana and possession
of drug paraphernalia after police
conducted a motor vehicle accident investigation at the intersection of East North Avenue and
North Union Avenue. During the
course of the investigation, police
said they located marijuana inside
a 2009 Honda. The driver, Archer,
was arrested, processed and released pending a municipal court
appearance. Archer also was issued motor vehicle summonses for
careless driving, possession of a
controlled dangerous substance in
a motor vehicle, failure to report a
motor vehicle accident and having
an open container of alcohol in a
motor vehicle.

See it all on the web in color . . .

www.goleader.com

School Security Bill
TRENTON - Legislation that will
allow public and non-public schools
and county colleges to hire retired law
enforcement officers on a part-time
basis to provide security on school
grounds received approval November
21 from the General Assembly.
Boards of education are currently
authorized to hire law enforcement
officers and public school resource
officers. This measure implicitly allows the hiring of retired law enforcement officers.
The bill, S-86/A-3629, would establish an additional category of special
law enforcement officers, specifically,
retired officers who are less than 65
years old. They will be authorized to
provide security while on school or
college premises during hours when
the school or college is normally in
session or when occupied by students
or their teachers or professors. These
officers will not replace regular law
enforcement officers or school resource
officers currently employed in schools.
They would have the same authority and duties as regular, full-time
police officers while providing school
security and would be under the authority of the local chief of police.
There are currently two categories
of law enforcement officers: “Class
One” special officers are permitted to
perform routine traffic detail, spectator control, and similar duties, but are
not authorized to carry a firearm while
on duty. “Class Two” officers are
permanent, regularly appointed fulltime police officers. They are authorized to carry a firearm.

AUTUMN IN WESTFIELD...Members of the Garden Club of Westfield gather
November 3 to replant the containers in the center of town with fall flowers and
greens. Club members change the planters seasonally to help beautify the downtown. Pictured, from left to right, are: Elaine Oshust, Jo Sheehan, Nancy Werber,
Elaine Puma and Merrilyn Crane.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOCTH PLAINS
2017 ANNUAL PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES PUBLIC NOTICE OF FAIR
AND OPEN PROCUREMENT
PROCESS – AFFORDABLE
HOUSING PLANNER
In accordance with New Jersey Local
Public Contracts Law and N.J.S.A. 19:44A20.4 et. seq., the Township of Scotch Plains
(“Township”), County of Union, a municipal corporation of the State of New Jersey,
is soliciting professional services proposals through a fair and open process. The
Township will require the following services for the upcoming calendar year beginning January 1, 2017 and ending December 31, 2017: Affordable Housing/
Fair Share Element Planner.
An original and eight (8) copies of your
sealed responses to this request for proposals must be submitted to the Township
of Scotch Plains, Office of the Municipal
Clerk, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey 07076 by no later than 10:00
AM local prevailing time on Friday, December 16, 2016 at which time and place
responses are scheduled to be opened by
the Municipal Manager or his designee.
Each sealed envelope containing a proposal shall be plainly marked on the outside to clearly show the specific service for
which an individual or firm is submitting a
proposal. The proposals will be evaluated
by the Mayor and Council of the Township
of Scotch Plains and contracts awarded
based on (1) individual or firm experience
and reputation in the field ( a copy of the
resume of each individual performing the
work is to be included); (2) knowledge of

PUBLIC NOTICE
the Township of Scotch Plains and subject
matters to be addressed under the contract; (3) availability to accommodate any
required meetings; (4) compensation proposal; (5) at least 2 references with address and phone number; (6) a certification that no immediate relatives of any
principal of the firm is employed by, or
serve as elected officials of the Township
of Scotch Plains; (7) an explanation as to
when each individual performing work received his or her license to practice in this
State; (8) a copy of the firm’s Certificate of
Liability Insurance; (9) a copy of the firm’s
Business Registration Certificate, and (10)
Submission of the information requested
in the RFP. All contracts pursuant to the
fair and open process will be awarded by
resolution and require a majority vote of
the Township Council at a public
meeting. In addition to full compliance with
N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et. seq. (“Pay to
Play”), individuals or firms awarded contracts under these procedures will be required to comply with N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 and
N.J.A.C. 17:27-4 (Affirmative Action and
Equal Employment Opportunity), 42 U.S.C.
Section 12101 et. seq. (Americans with
Disabilities Act of 1990), N.J.S.A. 52:2524.2 (Disclosure of Ownership) and
N.J.S.A.
52:32-44
(Business
Registration).Any questions regarding this
notice should be directed to the Township
of Scotch Plains, Office of the Municipal
Manager, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey 07076, (908) 322-6700.
Alexander Mirabella,
Township Manager
1 T - 12/1/16, The Times
Fee: $66.30
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Radio-Style A Christmas
Carol Planned This Weekend
WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
Youth Theatre (“NJYT”), in association with the Wharton Institute for the
Performing Arts, will present a radiostyle production/fundraiser of A
Christmas Carol at the Wharton Institute, 60 Locust Avenue, Berkeley
Heights, on Friday, December 2 at 8
p.m., Saturday, December 3 at 2 p.m.
and 8 p.m. and Sunday, December 4
at 3 p.m. Tickets are available online
at http://njyt.myboxoffice.us.
Featured is an ensemble cast of
professional and local talent — 10
adult and eight child actors and singers — playing multiple roles in this
19th Century London tale, along with
a Foley operator on stage creating
before your eyes all the imagined
sound effects for the show. Five of the
actors are from Westfield public
schools.
Ethan Jack Berman, (Peter Cratchit,
Teen Scrooge, Young Marley, among
other roles) is a 10th-grader at
Westfield High School and has been
involved with NJYT since 2010. He
appeared as Marco Lopez in the
world-premiere of My Mother, My
Sister & Me at the Bickford Theater,
and played the role of Winthrop in
NJYT’s The Music Man in Concert.
He appeared in several Roosevelt
Intermediate School (RIS) productions including as Detective Baxter in
Mystery at Whimbowly Manor. Ethan
also voiced a role in an animated TV
series. In addition to acting, Ethan
enjoys playing guitar and running EJB
Entertainment, a teen-run DJ and entertainment company that he founded.
Ava Rose Berman (Tiny Tim,
Young Boy Scrooge, and Ignorance)
is a fifth grader at Franklin Elementary School. Ava is excited to appear
in her first NJYT production. Besides
acting, Ava studies piano, enjoys playing travel soccer for the Westfield
Soccer Association, basketball, ski-

ing with her family, and watching
movies.
Sierra Ciasco (Jane Cratchit and
Young Fanny, December 3rd performance) is a seventh-grader at Edison
Intermediate School in Westfield.
Sierra has been taking dance instruction since the age of four and discovered NJYT four years ago. Since then,
she has been active in musical theatre, jazz/ballet and tap. Sierra was
previously cast in NJYT’s The Music
Man in Concert in 2015. When she’s
not performing, she enjoys hanging
with friends, reading, horseback
riding and watching classic TV shows.
Kerala McGrail (Young Girl) is a
seventh-grade student at RIS. She has
studied musical theater and dance
with NJYT since 2015. Kerala was
stage manager for Charlotte’s Web,
(2016) and in the dance corps for
Once on this Island (2015) at RIS.
She also appeared in The Little Mermaid as Mersister (2016), among
other productions at The JCC in
Scotch Plains. When not performing,
Kerala enjoys playing tenor sax,
swimming and spending time with
friends and family.
Alyrie Silverman (Sarah Cratchit,
Young Fanny on Friday, December 2
and Sunday, December 4 performances) is a seventh-grade student at
RIS. She has studied musical theatre
with Cynthia Meryl since the age of
eight and played the role of Amaryllis
in the NJYT production of The Music
Man in Concert. In addition to acting,
Alyrie studies dance, voice and piano.
This professionally produced rendition will capture your heart and all
the warmth, goodwill and musical
memories of the holiday season. The
funds raised will support New Jersey
Youth Theatre and its free, professional summer training program for
aspiring young talent.

TOP VOICES...Eight Cranford High School students were accepted into the 2016
New Jersey Music Educators Association’s All-State Mixed Chorus and performed with 300 other top students from around the state. The students performed
in Atlantic City on November 11 as part of the New Jersey Education Association’s
Teachers’ Convention and at NJPAC in Newark on November 20. Anthony
Rafaniello, choral director at Cranford High School, once again served as the
piano accompanist for this year’s All-State Mixed Chorus and joined his eight
students throughout the rehearsal process and in both performances. Cranford
High School’s All-State Mixed Choir members, pictured from left to right, are:
Madison Panno, Pria McNeil, Sarah Vollenbroek, Katherine Mackenzie, Christian Malamug, Juliana Marcotrigiano, Justin Witwick and Noah Wohlsen.

Composition Inst. Apps.
Now Being Accepted
NEWARK – The application process is now open for the 2017 NJSO
Edward T. Cone Composition Institute,
a multifaceted program that promotes
new music and emerging composers.
The Institute will select four composers
to participate in intense compositional
evaluations, consultations, rehearsals
and career-enrichment sessions July 10
through 15 on the Princeton University
campus. The New Jersey Symphony
Orchestra will give the professional
world premieres of the participants’
works at a public concert on Saturday,
July 15, at 8 p.m. at the Richardson
Auditorium in Princeton. By the conclusion of the Institute’s immersive laboratory experience, participants will have
gained invaluable musical and practical feedback about writing for orchestra and how to get their music published
and performed.
At the Institute, composers will hear
their works in rehearsal and performance and will participate in
masterclasses with Institute Director
and lauded composer Steven Mackey;
they will receive feedback from NJSO
musicians and guest conductor JoAnn

Falletta, who returns to the Institute
after conducting and mentoring composers at the 2015 session. The Institute
will also provide career-development
opportunities with industry leaders.
Emerging composers—university
composition students or composers in
the early stages of their professional
careers—must submit completed applications by Wednesday, February 1.
Four composers will be identified to
participate in the Institute by Wednesday, March 15. Application forms and
details
are
available
at
www.njsymphony.org/institute.
The Institute is tuition-free; housing
on the campus of Princeton University
and on-campus meals will be provided,
if needed.
Composers who have participated in
previous Institutes may not reapply.
Previous applicants may resubmit works
previously entered or reapply with a
different work.
For more information, contact
Alexandra Black, NJSO Artistic Operations
Coordinator,
at
ablack@njsymphony.org or (973) 7351740.
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Bleed for This
Middleweight Contender
3 popcorns
One Popcorn, Poor — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

LOCAL THESPIANS...Pingry's Drama Department presented A. R. Gurney's
Scenes From American Life from November 10 to 12. The play consists of a series
of vignettes ranging from the 1930s to an unspecified time in the future. Pictured
are: first row (sitting), Jackson Lubke, Sidney Shannon, Abigail Berger, Katherine
Trejo, Siyu Cao, Maddy Shilts, Lauryn Rodney, Kayla Thau, Katharine Matthias,
Jessica McLaughlin, Nina Srikanth, Ouarida Benatia, Lindsay Cheng, Sonia
Talarek, and Udochi Emeghara; second row (standing), Lucas Vazquez, Andrew
Cowen, Nicholas Grimaldi (class of 2019 from Scotch Plains), Sara Donovan,
Katerina Deliargyris, Alessia Zanobini, Calvary Dominique, Meghan Salamon,
Giancarlo Castillo, Megan Pan, Alison Verdesca, Emma Claire Marvin, Connor
Beard, Joshua Thau, Aashiya Jaggi, Lydia Gargano (class of 2019 from Westfield),
Annaya Baynes, and faculty members Jeffrey Jenkins, Ramsay Vehslage, Stephanie
Romankow, and Jeff Jewett.

Westfield Community Band
To Present Holiday Concert
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Rec- tival” and “Carol of the Shepherds,”
reation Department will host its 26th a contemporary arrangement by Philip
annual holiday concert featuring the Sparke based on a 14th century tradiWestfield Community Concert Band tional carol.
The program will conclude with a
and the Edison Intermediate School
Broadway Singers on Thursday, De- combined performance of Irving
cember 15 at 7:30 p.m. at Edison Berlin’s “White Christmas” with both
Intermediate School in Westfield. This the band and choir, an annual tradifree public concert culminates a year- tion dating back more than 25 years.
The Westfield Community Conlong series of performances by the
Westfield Community Concert Band cert Band is conducted by Thomas
in celebration of the band’s 104th Connors, now in his 11th season with
the
band.
anniversary conWestfield music
cert season. The
educators Kenband performed its
neth Horn and
first annual holiS t e p h e n
day concert at the
Markowski, vocal
Roosevelt Interspecialists in the
mediate School in
Westfield School
December 1990
District, co-direct
with the Roosevelt
the Edison BroadSharps and Flats
way Singers.
chorus.
Members of the
Highlighting a
Westfield Comprogram of holiBarry Rosenberg, Elias Zareva
munity Concert
day favorites, the
and Thomas Connors
Band recently parband will perform
Newell Long’s musical setting of ticipated in Westfield’s holiday tree
“Twas the Night Before Christmas,” lighting event, performing traditional
the renowned 1823 poem attributed Christmas music as a festive backto Clement C. Moore,” with special drop for the lighting of the Christmas
guest Elias Zareva narrating the poem tree at the northside Westfield train
to the band’s accompaniment. Mr. station along with a special appearZareva conducted the Westfield Com- ance by Santa and Mrs. Claus for
munity Band for 25 years, between hundreds of families in attendance.
1979 and 2004, making him the long- As the band completes its milestone
est-serving conductor in the band’s 104th concert season, the band conhistory. “I am very pleased to be per- tinues to seek out area musicians to
forming with the band for this special perform a wide variety of concert
selection, which was always a favor- band literature for its many area conite of mine during my many years cert events. Interested musicians
should contact Mr. Connors through
with the band,” Mr. Zareva said.
band’s
website,
The band will open the concert the
with the 1948 Leroy Anderson clas- info@westfieldcommunityband.com.
sic, “Sleigh Ride.” The program also The band rehearses each Wednesday
includes “Rhapsody For Hanukkah,” evening from 7:15 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
a 1994 arrangement of traditional in the Community Room located in
Hanukkah selections by Stephen the Westfield Municipal Building 425
Bulla, and “Christmas Variations” by East Broad Street.
Roland Kernen, a contemporary composition based upon a 17th century
carol by German composer Michael
Praetorius.
The Broadway Singers will also
perform a selection of holiday music
featuring the choir’s unique arrangements and choreography, including
“It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the
Year,” “Shalom Chaverim,” “A
Marshmallow World,” “All I Want
for Christmas Is You” and the Johnny
Marks classic, “Rudolph the RedNosed Reindeer,”
The band will continue the program with another Leroy Anderson
holiday standard, “A Christmas Fes-

When You
Want Results –
Use
Leader/TIMES
Classified Ads
Inexpensive

The best free music
in town . . .

...is at the Westfield Memorial Library!
Hear the Exotic Sound of Pianist Steve Sandberg and
Violinist Zach Brock Saturday, December 3 2:00 pm
This musical duo brings their eclectic style to every exciting show.
Both performers are tops in their fields and draw on European,
African, Latin, Balkan and Indian traditions to create a unique and
wonderful sound. Unlike anything you’ve ever heard. Sign up now!

Experience DooWop Acappella by Re-memberThen
on Wednesday, December 7 7:00 pm
All your old favorites sung in
splendid harmony by one of
NJ’s best acappella groups!
Come and remember the glorious fifties. A blast! Sign up now!

Open to WML and MURAL
cardholders. Sign up online at
www.wmlnj.org and click on the
Calendar link, or call
It’s your Library … make the most of it
908.789.4090 option 0.
550 East Broad Street Westfield
It’s your Library … make the most of it

www.wmlnj.org

908.789.4090

To accent boxer Vinny Pazienza’s
close-knit family in director-writer
Ben Younger’s Bleed for This, turning points in the pugilist’s remarkable
saga are inevitably marked by the
clan crowded around the dinner table
eating, with hardly room for a bread
stick among them. There is a basic,
anthropological purity in the devotion, an incontrovertible given, as each
member, whether laughing, chiding
or worrying out loud, plays out his or
her supportive role in the dynamic.
The conceptualization is as engaging
as the accompanying tale of fisticuffs.
Based on a true story, the travail
that was “The Pazmanian Devil’s”
career should please boxing fans who
know the history, and perhaps viewers in general who appreciate a good
old struggle against overwhelming
odds. Miles Teller is convincing as
the pugnacious protagonist, a portrayal only enhanced by its decidedly
two-dimensional take. There is a
hyper-reality here. While there are
glimpses of Mr. Pazienza’s personality outside of the ring and his dedication to the nuclear unit, he isn’t
“Rocky,” a “dem and dose” philosopher, or a pug who talks to pigeons.
Rather, tutored to the whims and
wiles of the prizefighting game by his
gym-owning father in a blue collar
section of Providence, R.I., he is completely focused on his craft. But early
problems of keeping the pounds off
in lower weight classes, visits to the
hospital due to related dehydration
and a couple of losses cause him to
seek a mentor outside the familiar
pale. Meet Kevin Rooney…boxing
guru extraordinaire, inspiring influence and repeat DWI offender. Portrayed with whimsically inspired credibility by Aaron Eckhart, he almost
steals the show.
Expect the usual prodigy-coach
antipathy and positive electricity as
the relationship evolves, and then,
just when it looks like Kevin has
found the formula for his star pupil’s
potential path to the championship,
kablooey! It is a dreadful, impactful
scene, its split-second horror shown
repeatedly in flashback, not only to
stress the importance of keeping one’s
eye on the road, but also, in a more
philosophical vein, to stress the fragility of life. Now, everything has
changed.
Harking back to almost every boxing-flick, coming out of a coma Vinny
looks up at the doctor and, in defiant
denial of what he no doubt senses,
asks how long it’ll be before he can
climb back in the ring. Of course, also
true to hackneyed convention, the
shocked doc quietly confides that he’s

not sure the fighter will even walk
again. His neck is broken, attached by
hardly a ligament. Well, why stop the
clichés there? Of course, that’s all the
challenge our tough, single-minded
soul needs to be suitable subject for a
feature-length film about human determination.
Curious almost to a fault, Vinny
issues hardly a notion of self-pity or
even a smidgen of fear that he might
live the rest of his life in a wheelchair.
But that would be the human reaction
as opposed to how the totally disassociated fighting machine that occupies
his body processes information. He
instantly plots a comeback from the
near Great Beyond. The metal, necksupporting “halo” screwed into his
head amplifies the eerie severity of it
all. The idea that one false move can
cut this tale short causes us to squirm
whenever he makes an abrupt motion.
It’s a positive testament to the film
that even though we may know how it
all eventually plays out, we are nonetheless absorbed in the process.
Moods and emotions incur our own
experiential empathy…like when in
the shadowy, sullen and antiseptically
cold hospital room filmmaker
Younger’s camera focuses on the chair
next to the bed. Unless one has lived
a charmed life, you know that chair is
the second worst place in the world.
Miles Teller’s Vinny gains our
fandom.
Insofar as dyed-in-the-wool boxing fans might be concerned, while
the ring sequences don’t approximate
the choreographic excellence
achieved in Cinderella Man (2005)
or the fantasy pummeling that the
“Rocky” franchise championed, there
is a viscera-stirring authenticity. And
just for old time’s sake, whether fictional convenience or fact, the script’s
insertion of a treacly melodrama between Vinny and his suddenly remorseful dad right before the Big
Fight supplies that well-worn, anxious uncertainty that no self-respecting boxing movie can resist.
Granted, the film is not a total
knockout, and the human interest
angle will doubtfully override understandable objections by vehement
detractors of what was once called
the manly art. But for those either still
on the fence, or who believe that
trying to beat someone into unconsciousness is perfectly reasonable
entertainment, Bleed for This is a
winner by, albeit morally split, decision.
***
Bleed for This, rated R, is an Open
Road Films release directed by Ben
Younger and stars Miles Teller, Aaron
Eckhart and Ciarán Hinds. Running
time: 117 minutes.

Chansonettes Embark on
Dec. to Remember Tour
AREA – The Chansonettes of
Westfield are in full voice ready to
present their winter holiday concert program with upcoming dates
starting Tuesday, December 6 at
Cranford Senior Housing. They will
also make stops on their concert
tour at Runnells Center for Rehabilitation and Healthcare, Atria of
Cranford, and Spring Meadows
Summit. The all-female chorus will
present songs of the December holidays including "A Wreath of Carols," "Lights of Hannukah," "The
Christmas Waltz," "Peace, Peace"
and "The Reindeer Twist."

The Chansonettes, in existence
for over 60 years, performs a holiday concert series in December and
a spring concert series in May of
each year. The women rehearse once
a week on Wednesday nights at the
Presbyterian Church on Mountain
Avenue in Westfield, under the direction of Jean Schork and accompanied by Mel Freda.
Anyone needing more information regarding joining the group
when they start spring season rehearsals or booking a future concert
may call co-president Jacquie
Tannenbaum at (908) 591-2560.
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ATTENTION LOCAL BUSINESS OWNERS: Did You Know You Can
Insert Your Pre-Printed Advertisement into the Leader/Times?
• Mailed to subscribers with the printed newspaper • Provided to stores • Attached to the online edition each Thursday
Ideal for Targeting Your Audience! Go to goleader.com/presskit/insert for more information.

New Jersey Festival Orchestra
Kicks off the Holiday Season
Twenty-Eight Concerts Planned
For Westfield Public Schools
WESTFIELD – A total of 28 winter
concerts will take place in the Westfield
Public Schools this season. The first
one begins with Roosevelt Intermediate School’s band concert on Monday,
December 5 and will conclude with the
Westfield High School Chorale of Love
Songs on Saturday, February 11. The
entire schedule is posted on the district’s
website www.westfieldnjk12.org and
appears below.
Westfield senior citizens are once
again invited to the final rehearsal of
Westfield High School’s Winter Choral
Concert on Wednesday, December 21,
in the high school’s auditorium, 550
Dorian Road, from 11:45 a.m. to 12:20
p.m.
All concerts listed below begin at 7
p.m. unless otherwise noted:
Monday, December 5, Roosevelt
Intermediate School Concert – bands.
Tuesday, December 6, Roosevelt
Intermediate School Concert – Jazz
Ensembles.
Wednesday, December 7, Franklin
Chorus.
Wednesday, December 7, Washington Band and Chorus.
Thursday, December 8, Westfield
High School Orchestra.
Monday, December 12, Edison Intermediate School Concert – Sixth and
Seventh Grade Band.
Monday, December 12, Roosevelt
Intermediate School Concert – Sixth
and Eighth Grade Chorus.
Monday, December 12, Roosevelt
Intermediate School Concert – Sixth
and Eighth Grade Orchestra at 8 p.m.
Tuesday, December 13, Edison Intermediate School Concert – Sixth
Grade Chorus, Eighth Grade Orchestra
and Symphony Orchestra.

Tuesday, December 13, Roosevelt
Intermediate School Concert – Seventh Grade Chorus and Sharps and
Flats.
Tuesday, December 13, Roosevelt
Intermediate School Concert – Seventh Grade Orchestra and Early Morning Orchestra at 8 p.m.
Wednesday, December 14, Jefferson
Band and Chorus.
Wednesday, December 14, McKinley
Band and Chorus.
Wednesday, December 14, Tamaques
Band and Chorus.
Thursday, December 15, Westfield
High School Band.
Monday, December 19, All Elementary Intermediate Strings at Edison Intermediate School.
Tuesday, December 20, Edison Intermediate School Concert – Sixth and
Seventh Grade Orchestra and Seventh
Grade Chorus.
Tuesday, December 20, Franklin
Advanced Band.

Tuesday, December 20, Wilson Band
and Chorus
Wendesday, December 21, senior
citizens invited to Westfield High
School concert, 11:45 a.m.
Wendesday, December 21, Edison
Intermediate School Concert – Eighth
Grade Chorus, Eighth Grade Band,
Broadway Singers and Jazz Band.
Thursday, December 22, Westfield
High School Chorus.
Wednesday, January 11, District Orchestra Night at Westfield High School.
Thursday, January 12, District Band
Night at Westfield High School Varsity
Gym, 7:30 p.m..
Wednesday, January 18, District
Choral Night at Westfield High School.
Thursday, January 19, Franklin Beginner Band.
Wednesday, January 25, McKinley
Beginner Band.
Saturday, February 11, Westfield
High School Chorale Night of Love
Songs.

Muscial Club Offers
Free Winter Concert
WESTFIELD – The Musical Club
of Westfield invites the public to a free
concert to be held Wednesday, December 14 at 1:30 p.m. at the First
Baptist Church of Westfield 170 Elm
Street, Westfield. There will be a reception immediately after the concert
when audience members will have the
opportunity to meet the performers.
The concert opens with Marie
Danièle Mercier on the pipe organ.
Pianist Carolle-Ann Mochernuk

presents the second portion of the
concert on the Club’s 122 year old
Steinway.
The program will finish with a selection of holiday songs performed
by soprano Elsa Hahn accompanied
by pianist Beverly Shea. Included
will be “Winter Wonderland”, “A
Feast of Lights” ,”The Little Road to
Bethlehem”, “Mary’s Boy Child” ,
“In the Bleak Mid-Winter”, “Jingle
Bell Swing” and “Jesus’ Lullaby”.

Weichert

WESTFIELD – On Saturday, December 10 at 7 p.m. at the Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, the New Jersey
Festival Orchestra, under the baton of
David Wroe, kicks off the holiday season with a bang and plenty of bling with
Home for the Holidays, a family festival of traditional and contemporary
songs and music, sing-alongs and more
guaranteed to make the season merry.
This year’s concert features The
Three Holiday Tenors, who are set to
dazzle and captivate with a beautiful
selection
of
renowned
tenor classical fare
to welcome in
the holidays.Their
performances of
a host of
traditional
carols and
wintertime
curiosities
Cody Austin
are also
sure to delight.
“We are thrilled to welcome these
gifted tenors to help us celebrate the
holiday season,” Maestro David
Wroe said. “We believe they will
bring something for everyone. Our
program is a vessel for children, parents, grandparents and friends -- indeed the entire community -- to come
together through music at this unique
time of the year.”
American tenor CodyAustin has been
lauded as one the most promising singing actors of his age. A2009 graduate of
the Academy of Vocal Arts in Philadelphia, his voice has been described as
“warm and rich … produced with an
evenness that’s rare.” Mr. Austin has
already undertaken a variety of leading
roles in opera houses throughout the
United States including the Duke in

Verdi’s Rigoletto for Opera Santa Barbara, Alfredo in Verdi’s La Traviata for
Pittsburg opera, Virginia Opera and
Utah Opera, Lensky in Eugene Onegin
for Des Moines Metro Opera and Don
Jose in Carmen for Shreveport Opera.
He was recently featured as tenor soloist with Peter Nero and the Philly Pops
in a program entitled “The GreatAmerican Tenor.”
Rising tenor Limmie Pulliam has
been praised for his captivating stage
presence and his “stentorian yet beautiful” voice. A former artist-in-residence
with Cleveland Opera, Opera Delaware and Opera Memphis, his recent
engagements include multiple appearances Delta Symphony Orchestra, a
much acclaimed performance with
Vashon Opera as Canio in I Pagliacci
and a lauded debut at the Phoenicia
International Festival of the Voice as
the title character in Verdi’s masterp i e c e
Otello. He
also recently presented a series of concerts featuring Negro
Spirituals
with the
Concord
Chorale.
Kevin
Ray
is
Limmie Pulliam
praised by
O p e r a
News for
his “commendable style” and abilities with
“subtle coloristic nuance.” An alumnus
of the Houston Grand Opera Studio,
the tenor recently starred in the
company’s new commission of Iain
Bell’s one-man opera, A Christmas
Carol. Other recent engagements include the title role of Peter Grimes with
Chautauqua Opera, Roderigo in Otello,
Beadle Bamford in Sweeney Todd, and
Don José in Carmen with Wolf Trap

Real Estate
Mortgages
Closing Services
Insurance

®

®

COLONIAL

COLONIAL
WESTFIELD. Classic 3 Bedroom, 2 full Bath Colonial near schools,
Timothy
transportation & downtown shops and restaurants. Hardwood
“Tim”
floors, large living room with a wood burning fireplace, Formal
O’Shea
Dining Room, 1st floor bedroom, kitchen leading to a Three season
enclosed porch overlooking great backyard. Basement recently updated with new
carpeting and lighting. Two Bedrooms & full bath upstairs. $584,900.

SCOTCH PLAINS. Exceptional Custom Luxury Colonial home
rests beautifully on a private cul-de-sac w/pristine golf course views. Jacqueline
“Jackie”
This spectacular residence has an open spacious floor plan featuring
Waldman
a two-story entry foyer, formal LR& DR, stunning gourmet kitchen
opening to FR w/gas fireplace &custom built in, 2nd floor w/4 bedrooms including
a huge master suite w/gas fireplace, balcony, large walk-in closet and en-suite bath, 3rd
floor rec room, walk out basement & 2 car garage. $899,999.

COLONIAL-SPLIT
WESTFIELD. This Colonial-Spilt has open floor plan with gleaming
Tressa
hardwood floors. 1st floor BR and full Bath; huge FR addition with
“Teri”
sliders to custom paved patio; Updated kitchen features granite
Malone
counters, 2 skylights; LR with fireplace & FDR, 2nd level boasts 2
BR and beautifully updated marble Bath; BR 4 is on 3rd level with a cedar-lined walk
in closet and adjacent spacious, carpeted, partially finished storage rm. Oversized
garage, recessed lighting, finished basement with Powder Room & laundry. $695,000.

Opera. Last season, he made his Los
Angeles Philharmonic debut singing
Beethoven’s Choral Fantasy under the
baton of Mirga Gra•inyte-Tyla.
This seasonal stroll of timeless classics and sentimental favorites, sure to
bring joy, smiles, and distinctive holiday memories to one and all, has been
made possible in part by a Union County
Heart (History, Education and Arts
Reaching
Thousands)
Grant and
generous
support from
T
h
e
We s t f i e l d
Foundation.
Ti c k e t s
prices range
from $28 to
$76
for
adults and
there is a speKevin Ray
cial discount
price of only
$15 for students in kindergarten through 12th grade.
Tickets are also available for New
Jersey Festival Orchestra’s New Year’s
Eve musical celebration. This year’s
performance, On The Town, promises
a superb revue of American musical
theater classics from stage and screen
and features renowned guest vocalists
direct from the Broadway stage and
beyond. Special discounts are available for children under 18, making this
event (which starts at 7 p.m. and ends at
9 p.m.) a perfect way for the entire
family to join together to welcome in
the new year. Patrons are advised to
purchase tickets well in advance as this
concert has been a sell out for the past
five years.
Tickets for both concerts are available
on
line
at
www.njfestivalorchestra.org. Tickets
may also be purchased by calling (908)
232-9400 or visiting the office at 224
East Broad Street, Westfield. Gift certificates are also available.

NEW CONSTRUCTION
WESTFIELD. Completely rebuilt Center Hall Colonial with open
Dorothy
floor plan, Family Room with gas fireplace, Dining Room with sliders
Lam
to patio, stunning kitchen with center island, wood cabinetry and
granite countertops. 2nd floor MBR with en suite bath and walk-in closet, 2nd floor
laundry. Office/den on 3rd floor. Full basement with finished Recreation Room. Multizone HVAC. Wood floors throughout. Don`t miss this exceptional home! $899,900.

NEW CONSTRUCTION
WESTFIELD. Classic Colonial on a very desirable Cul-De-Sac near
Don
Tamaques Park. Over 4,500 sq ft of living space on 3 floors. Then
Villane
add over 1,700 sq ft of a bright walk out finished basement, that gives
you over 6,200 sq ft of finished living space. The master suite has a WIC and additional
Dressing Room/Closet that can be customized. Combine that with a pool sized lot on
a quiet tree lined cul-de-sac of well maintained homes - perfection. $1,699,000.

Westfield Office
185 Elm St t 908-654-7777
www.weichert.com

Weichert,
Realtors

®
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HOUSE RUNS 143-YDS, 11-YR TD; MARTINI TD, ORTIZ TD FUMBLE RECOVERY, FREER TD GRAB

Blue Devils Down Cardinals in ‘Turkey Day’ Classic, 30-14
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Working with some new faces
on offense, while retaining its
fearsome first team defense
pretty much assured that the
Westfield High School football
team would emerge victorious
in the Annual Thanksgiving Day
game with the Plainfield Cardinals on the natural turf at Hub
Stine Field in Plainfield on November 24. The 11-0 Blue Devils scored 27 second-quarter
points and added a fourth-quarter field goal to secure a 30-14

Ballyhoo

win in the 112th meeting of the
two rivals to grab a 60-45-7
advantage.
With senior receivers Mike
Moriarty and Kyle Dombrowski
nursing some injures and senior
Jack Shirk catching a rest, senior
quarterback Phil Martini had to
adjust to the patterns of the replacement receivers and finished
with seven completions for 42
yards, which included a two-yard
touchdown strike to freshman
Colin Freer. Martini, with the help
of offensive linemen Max
Schwetje, Jordan Barham, Brett
See & Subscribe at
goleader.com/ballyhoo

Submit commentary and items for publishing.
Email to ballyhoo@goleader.com

Spass and John McCauley, also
managed to squeeze over the
goal line for a two-yard touchdown.
“We held Kyle Dombrowski out.
He’s got a bruised rib and Jack
Shirk was fine but he needed
some rest, so we were able to get
some other kids on the field.
Hopefully that experience will help
us for next week,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Jim DeSarno said.
“We were preparing all week
the new guys. It was tough today
with the condition of the field but
I think we did a good job overall
and we moved the ball on offense, so it felt good,” Martini
said. “Everyone was going in.
Everyone was playing hard, so it

l'ennemi du journaliste

worked out.”
As to his strategy of keeping
the first team defense on the
field the majority of the game,
Coach DeSarno answered, “Those
guys are healthy, so we don’t
want to take a step back.
Plainfield always plays us tough
on Thanksgiving. We know that.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

The kids got their work here.”
Inheriting the running back position since the season-ending
injuries to seniors Matt Varano
and Ishmael Glasco, junior
Juandre House did what he had
to do with 143 rushing yards on
23 carries, including an 11-yard
breakthrough for the first touchdown of the game.
The Cardinals found out early
that the road would be bumpy
against the Blue Devils’ defensive front four, linebackers and
secondary and totaled only 28
rushing yards in the first half,
while quarterback Nahseem
Woodard completed only one of
six pass attempts for six yards.
The second half was not much
better although late in the fourth
quarter running back Taj’Ariq
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Blue Devils Down Plainfield Cardinals, 30-14, in Turkey Day Football Classic
Fort-Fagg scampered 35 yards
for a touchdown.
Defensive lineman Jake VallLlobera partially blocked a punt
on the Cardinals’ first series but
the Blue Devils gave possession
right back to them with a fumble
at midfield. No damage was
done, however, as the Cardinals
were forced to punt once again.
Late in the first quarter and
early into the second, the Blue
Devils marched 56 yards on 11
plays for the first score when
House sprinted 11 yards into the
end zone. The point after attempt (PAT) failed.
“Today getting the first touchdown, I wanted to set the tempo.
Everything goes to my line again.
The holes were just tremendous
today. I was running hard, hitting the hole hard and just running,” House explained.
Next, Blue Devil defensive lineman Jeff Gagum recovered a
fumble on the Plainfield 19. Six

plays later, Martini pushed in
from the two-yard line and Aidan
Boland connected for the PAT to
make the score 13-0 with 6:17
left in the half. On Plainfield’s
next series, the ball was jarred
loose near the 25-yard line. Several Blue Devils attempted to
scoop it up but the ball behaved
like a greased pig as it squirted
backwards towards the goal line
until linebacker Drew Ortiz finally smothered it for a touchdown. Boland nailed the PAT.
On the ensuing kickoff, Cardinal Woodard received the ball at
the 14 and weaved his way 86
yards to pay dirt to make the
score 20-6 after the PAT failed.
Westfield answered with another 11-play, 56-yard scoring
drive that was concluded when
Martini spotted Freer in the left
corner of the end zone. Freer,
who wore No. 8, managed to get
his fingers under the low throw.
Boland made the PAT.

Playing a little razzle dazzle
with the interviewer but speaking on behalf of Freer, Scanlon
(Varsity No. 8), in reality a defensive linebacker jokingly, said,
“It was pretty awesome. Phil
threw a good ball and it was
caught in the end zone.”
Enjoying the early afternoon
and continuing the charade Martini chuckled and added, “He
was doing a bench route. Two
guys doing outs and you just
throw in the corner and it is dive
and grab. It was a tough ball but
he made a great play.”
As he had in the first half,
House continued his fine running with more second efforts to
pick up extra yardage.
“Always give them second effort. Never give in on the first
contact. I’m always trying to go
after yardage,” House said.

Probitas Verus Honos

Just before the end of the third
quarter, House broke through
the Plainfield line but received a
leg injury and had to exit to the
sidelines. Senior Jake Kaplan
took over at running back and
made runs of 24 yards and 13
yards to go with his seven-yard
reception to set up a 20-yard
Boland field goal with 9:09 left
in the game.
With reassurance, House answered, “It is good. It was just a
stinger. It will be bruised tomorrow but at MetLife, I will be
good.”
Late in the final quarter, Blue
Devil linebacker Joe San
Giacomo intercepted Woodard’s
pass at the Westfield 36. Cardinal Emanuel Perreya then recovered a Westfield fumble at
the 35. From there, Fort-Fagg
sprinted for the touchdown and
Jayson Bryant scored the twopoint conversion.
The conclusion capped off two-

straight undefeated regular seasons for the Blue Devils.
“That’s been awesome. It’s all
preparation. All summer we have
been playing together for a long
time, so we continue it each
week and it worked out well,”
Martini said.
“We are all happy about it.
Now we got work to do. It starts
all over again tomorrow. We are
looking forward to it,” Coach
DeSarno said.
On Saturday, December 3, at
1:05 p.m., the Blue Devils will
face top-seeded BridgewaterRaritan at MetLife Stadium for
the North 2, Group 5 championship.
“We have been thinking about
that game even past this game,
so now that we got this out of
the way, we will work on it all
week in practice and hopefully
get a ‘W’ ”, Martini said.
Westfield
Plainfield

0 27
0 6

0
0

3
8

30
14
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Blue Devils Down Plainfield Cardinals, 30-14, in Turkey Day Football Classic
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Blue Devils Down Plainfield Cardinals, 30-14, in Turkey Day Football Classic
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Blue Devils Down Cardinals, 30-14, in Turkey Day Classic – photos by Charles Mulrooney
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Blue Devils Down Cardinals, 30-14, in Turkey Day Classic – photos by Charles Mulrooney
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Blue Devil Seniors Shut Out Juniors in Annual Powder Puff Football, 14-0
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Blue Devil Seniors Shut Out Juniors in Annual Powder Puff Football, 14-0
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Garwood Council to Discuss
Applications for Vacancies
ducted at a special meeting.
Due to the holiday season, Ms.
GARWOOD — The borough reTodisco also asked Mayor
ceived applications for open poCharles Lombardo and the counsitions including municipal attorcil to vote to cancel the regularly
ney, labor attorney, tax appeal
scheduled meeting on Tuesday,
attorney, contractual engineer,
December 27.
municipal court prosecutor and
Mr. Mathieu said the regularly
municipal court public defender,
scheduled meeting on DecemBorough Clerk Christina Ariemma
ber 27 should still be held. “I
reported at Tuesday night’s borthink it is irresponsible to leave
ough council meeting. Ms.
the borough unrepresented,” he
Ariemma stated that at least one
said.
candidate applied for every posiThe motion to cancel the Detion and asked the council if it
cember 27 council meeting and
would like to conduct interviews
to hold a special meeting to
with any of the candidates.
conduct interviews on Decem“If it is someone we don’t know,
ber 20 was approved with a vote
then we should interview them,”
of 3-3, with Mayor Lombardo
Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro recasting the tie-breaking vote. If
plied.
the governing body decides any
“I don’t see a need to interview
candidate to be unsatisfactory,
them,” Ms. Ariemma said. “They
the council will have until Tuesday, January 3, when court sessions resume, to find suitable
candidates.
In other news, council members reported on the boroughwide traffic calming efforts, including the “slow down” signs
that have been placed on side
roads. Police Chief Bruce Underhill
was thanked by council for his
efforts to reduce speeding. Chief
Underhill said a five to eight mile
per hour reduction in speed has
occurred as a result.
Councilman Sarno reported that
30 parking signs still need to be
installed as part of the first phase
of the borough-wide parking
project. Traffic surveys and studies will be conducted as part of
the second phase to determine
the location for the installation of
approximately 220 additional
signs.
Council President Louis
Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
Petruzzelli discussed painting a
GARWOOD KIDS SMILE… Children enjoy hot chocolate and the sight of the blue line down the center of
lit Christmas tree at the annual Garwood tree lighting event at Borough Hall
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
Saturday night.
By BETSEY BURGDORF

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

submit proposals and give you
their rate.”
Councilman Joseph Sarno said
he recently read an article stating that some municipal courts
bring in approximately $100,000
a year in revenue. He said the
potential candidates for the municipal court positions could be
instrumental in adding revenue
to the borough and thought conducting interviews would be beneficial.
Councilwoman Sara Todisco
agreed that it would be beneficial
to interview candidates for key
positions and made a motion to
hold a special meeting on Tuesday, December 20, to conduct
the interviews.
Councilman James Mathieu was
in favor of holding interviews,
and thought they should be con-

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

THE BEST WAY TO SEE CRANFORD…Carriage rides were among the
popular activities Friday in Cranford as part of day-long festivities leading up
to the lighting of the township’s Christmas tree.

Lawyer Hired to Represent
Town In Suits by Stores
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The township
committee authorized hiring an
attorney to represent the township in lawsuits brought on by 7Eleven, QuickChek, and most
recently Wawa, which are litigating against the township for an
ordinance that does not allow
convenience stores to operate
between midnight and 5 a.m.
Schenck, Price, Smith and King,
LLP was awarded a contract Tuesday night to not exceed $10,000
to provide general litigation services for prerogative writ action
for the township.
In August, the township committee passed an ordinance that
amends the hours of operation of
the code to not allow convenience stores and gasoline stations that are located within 200
feet of residential property to be

open between midnight and 5
a.m.
The committee introduced, by
a 3-2 vote, an amendment to the
general code that adds a chapter
for tree preservation. Commissioners Patrick Giblin and Thomas H. Hannen, Jr. opposed the
ordinance. This amendment supports the tree advisory board’s
recommendation to put in place
a law that enforces the township’s
desire to retain trees and aid in
flood management, as well as
keep track of trees that are lost
on personal property.
It is going to benefit our children and our community down
the road,” Tree Advisory Board
member Tina Helmstetter said.
The committee’s introduction
of the ordinance, Tree Advisory
Board member Barbara Krause
said, places the township
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Garwood to Discuss Vacancies
certain roads in support of “our
police.” Councilwoman Todisco
said she felt that painting a blue
line on roads was a “safety and
violation issue.” She continued
by stating that the unified traffic
code “does not say you can have
a line, but it doesn’t say you
can’t have one either.” Ms.
Todisco called the blue line “uncharted waters.” Putting up banners to honor the police force in
lieu of painting the roadway was
suggested and the council
agreed to look into that option.
Ms. Ariemma said that a rat
issue reported on Center Street
was related to a bird feeder. She
recommended keeping bird feeders at least five feet off the
ground.
Leaf pick up for the south side
will commence this week and will
begin on the north side on Monday, December 5. Leaves cannot
be left loose at the curb and
should be bagged or left in a
container.
Santa and Mrs. Claus will make
an appearance this Saturday, December 3, at 11 a.m. at the
borough library. Hot chocolate
and cookies will be served.
In other holiday news, the
Celebrations Committee invited
the community to participate
in its holiday house decorating
contest. Registration is open
until Thursday, December 15.
Judging will be conducted on
Friday, December 16, and winners will be announced on Monday, December 19. Residents
can
register
at
garwoodcelebrations@garwood.org.
Councilwoman Todisco announced that the Garwood Historical Society received a grant
from Union County to convert 22
issues of “Gar-words,” a World
War II newsletter, into electronic
form. The newsletters will be

Probitas Verus Honos

available online and will be easily
searchable, she said.
Municipal Alliance Coordinator
Barbara Tweedle asked for the
council’s approval to put up
signage that reads “In Our Town,
21 Means 21 — Thank You for Not
Providing Alcohol to Our Teens”
throughout
town.
Mayor
Lombardo approved the signage
stating, “It is a simple project
that I think will make a statement.”
At the start of the meeting,
Mayor Lombardo presented Jess
Moore with a proclamation acknowledging her accomplishment
of earning the Girl Scout Gold
Award. “I am very proud of you
and your family,” Mayor
Lombardo said. “It is a great
honor.”
The next council meeting will
be held on Tuesday, December
20, at 7 p.m. in Borough Hall,
located at 403 South Avenue.
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Town Hires Lawyer to Represent Town in Suits
amongst “the forward thinking
communities” that have passed
similar ordinances.
About a half dozen residents
attended the meeting to support
pedestrian safety measures that
were recommended to the committee by three residents. Lexington Avenue resident George
Gowen, with the help of other
residents, had dropped leaflets
off to residents’ homes sparking
a conversation about pedestrian
and public safety. He said he
received a 25 percent response
and had culled the data that will
be submitted to the township. He
suggested rumble strips and
speed bumps to aid in slowing
down traffic on Lexington Avenue, which he called a “speedway.”
Residents Jessica Orr, Pat
Gallagher and John Markowski
also spoke about their desire for
more public safety measures.

“We do have a problem. Lexington is dark, our cars are getting
hit at night,” Mr. Markowski said.
He suggested a four-way stop
sign as well as additional lighting
on Lexington Avenue.
“On Walnut Avenue…under
(the) train trestle…that intersection is dangerous for crossing…is
there anyway to put in the shoulder a rumble strip?” asked Ms.
Gallagher. She also asked for a
flashing stop sign at the corner of
South Union and Lexington Avenue. “A lot of people blow
through the stop sign there,” she
said.
Commissioner Hannen suggested forming a new subcommittee that would be committed
to public safety. “It is time for
some new ideas,” he said.
In response to the committee’s
passage of a resolution that allows free parking during the holidays in December, resident An-

Update Offered on Search
For Cranford Superintendent
By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Board of Education Vice President Lisa Carbone
updated the board on the quest
to find a new superintendent at
the Cranford BOE meeting on
Monday night.
Ms. Carbone indicated that the
two scheduled 30-minute focus
group meetings with parents,
teachers and administrators was
completed and that “all the groups
engaged in very good, open dialogue.”
Participants at the meetings expressed similar concerns related
to what is expected of a new
superintendent in the district.
Some of the things the district is

looking for as a whole, as relayed
by Ms. Carbone, are some experience with teaching prior to administrative experience, teaching experience on both the elementary and high school levels.
They are also seeking someone
who will offer visibility in all the
schools district-wide, a proven
record with collaboration, dialogue
and the ability to listen and experience with technology and the
ability to understand how technology can be used to enhance
the educational experience.
Moving forward Ms. Carbone
made it clear, “We will consider
those qualities” while screening
candidates for the position.
In other business, board mem-

ber Billy Hulse briefed the board
about the new turf field. Mr. Hulse
indicated to the board that the
district had gone out to bid and
that the figures are “within the
budget.”
A ground-breaking ceremony
is tentatively scheduled for some
time in December and Mr. Hulse
told the board, “they want to
have everything done by March.”
Ms. Carbone reported to the
board that the district has been
meeting with the Cranford Police
Department to focus on homeland security issues at over-populated local events in Cranford.
With security compromised in
towns as close as Linden, SeaCONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

thony Durante, who is also a
member of the Downtown Management Corporation board, said
he would rather parking be paid
and have a fund created with the
parking fees to “reinvest in the
downtown.” The DMC had requested the parking be free for
the holidays. Mr. Hannen said it
was free to encourage shopping
downtown.”
Zoning Officer Robert Hudak is
resigning from his position after
serving the township for about
eight years. Mr. Hudak is “moving to a new opportunity closer
to his home,” said Mayor Kalnins,
and wished him “luck in his new
opportunity.”
A resolution was passed to
transfer $23,000 from a salary
adjustment account to line items
for engineering expenses and
zoning and planning expenses.
The committee also adopted
on final reading an amended ordinance that relieves the township committee’s public safety
commissioner duties of day-today operations of the fire department. Also adopted was the
amended property maintenance
code.
A contract with FieldTurf USA
for the synthetic turf field for the
soccer field at Memorial Field
was passed for $414,312.
A $60,000 Kids Recreation grant
was awarded for the field.
The committee also agreed to
hire Matrix New World Engineering for additional fees not to
exceed some $12,000 for planning services for affordable housing as the township pursues the
development of the area of North
Avenue between Centennial and
Walnut Avenues.
The township passed a resolution, by a 4-1 tally, to close the
parking lots and playground areas at Nomahegan and Lenape
Parks while the Union County
Deer Management program is in
progress, which typically occurs
in January and February.
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Update on Search for Cranford Superintendent
side Heights and the district of
Chelsea Heights near Atlantic
City, Ms. Carbone acknowledged
it was time to ask the question
“how do we strike the balance of
safe guarding our community.”
“We are discussing instituting a
bag policy,” for larger events,
Ms. Carbone told the board, which
could involve a bag check or the
prohibition of bags at such events.
Currently, according to Ms.
Carbone, the district and the police force are “drafting some language for a policy” in regards to
such safety issues that will be up
for review as early as December/
January.
Marc Edery, principal of Orange Avenue School, introduced
Social Studies teachers Melissa
Pepe and Dan Reppert and students Jasmine Alvarez, Ronan
Waters, Madelyn Swanson and
Grace Santomauro to the board
as they led a presentation that
offered “a look inside” at technology and integration at Or-

ange Avenue School.
“We’ve done a lot of training
with our staff and our kids have
bought into it big time,” Mr. Edery
assured the board.
Some of the programs the presenters spoke about were Padler,
Podcasting, Socrative, Kahoot,
Khan Academy, GeoGuessr, Virtual Collaboration and Google
Classroom.
Many of the programs, as described by the students, allow
young learners to collaborate with
peers and teachers any place
and any time, because it offers a
virtual experience. Numerous
programs also allow students to
compete with one another and
with their teachers.
Another program, called Flipping the Classroom, allows the
students to complete the lecture
portion of the lesson at home by
viewing lecture videos or doing a
reading then and spending class
time assimilating that knowledge.
“It didn’t really feel like home-

work,” OAS student Madelyn
Swanson told the board.
OAS Student Jasmine Alvarez
told the board, with Google documents, “If I lose something, I
know I didn’t actually lose it,”
because material can always be
retrieved and that makes things
easier.
Mr. Reppert told the board, when
students are absent, it is no longer
necessary for them to inquire
about what they missed. Everything is there for them, so “It’s
giving them the responsibility to
keep up with their school work.”
The next board meeting is
Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
scheduled for Monday, DecemREMEMBERING COLIN…A participant in the second annual Friends of
ber 12.
Colin Turkey Trot, held Friday at Unami Park in Cranford, looks over items in
Christmas Shoppe Set a raffle held as part of the event. The event, held in memory of Colin J. Maher,
raises money for treatment of Ewing Sarcoma, a pediatric bone cancer.

At Cranford Church

CRANFORD — The Cranford
United Methodist Church will host
its sixth annual Christmas Holiday Shoppe and Soup Fest on
Saturday, December 10, from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. Children and adults
alike will have an opportunity to
do their holiday shopping.
More than 45 vendors will offer
a large variety of merchandise,
crafts and gifts in the Christmas
Shoppe.
Five homemade soups will be
available as part of a Soup Fest
at lunchtime. Baked goods and
lunch will be available for purchase as well.
A Children’s Story Time with
puppets by author Laura Sassi
will be held from 11 a.m. to 1:30
p.m., in 20-minute sessions. The
Cranford High School Madrigals
also will perform.
The event will take place in the
church’s education building at
201 Lincoln Avenue, at the corner of Walnut and Lincoln Avenues, Cranford. Admission is
free. For more information, call
Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
COMMUNITY EVENT…Runners participate in the second annual Friends of Marti at (908) 276-0936, send a
Colin Turkey Trot, held Friday at Unami Park in Cranford. The event is in message
to
memory of Colin J. Maher, who passed away at 16 of Ewing’s Sarcoma, a office@cranfordumc.com or visit
pediatric cancer of the bone.
cranfordumc.com.

Restaurant’s Request for
Vestibule Denied Again
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The owner of
Ambeli Greek Taverna, Christos
Zavolas, came before the township committee’s Monday workshop session to show a revised,
smaller design to an entry vestibule he proposed for the front
entrance to his restaurant. The
committee concurred that other
options should be considered first.
“When the front door opens
during the winter. Anyone who
sits near the door complains and
says it’s very cold,” Mr. Zavolas
said.
He proposed adding a vestibule
on the corner of Alden Street and
North Union Avenue so the outside air would not enter directly
to the restaurant, but in doing so
would encroach on the pedestrian walkway outside. Deputy
Mayor Mary O’Connor said her
concern is pedestrian safety. “It
is a highly traveled corner. It

seems to me too small an area,”
she said.
Ms. O’Connor suggested a
heavy curtain placed inside the
door way to block the cold air
from coming in.
The proposed design would have
a six-foot clearance to the curb
when the door is ajar, Mayor Andis
Kalnins said. “There is more room
in front of the door than the sidewalk in the city,” Mr. Zavolas said.
The Cranford Downtown Management Corporation had recommended to not approve the
design, the committee said.
Adding a vestibule to the interior would mean reducing his
seating by 15. The restaurant
now seats 48 people. This is the
second time the restauranteur
has asked for a vestibule and has
been denied.
During the engineer report, Carl
O’Brien of Maser Consulting said
the work for the new baseball and
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Restaurant’s Request Denied
soccer field is scheduled to be
completed in February and the
synthetic turf will be installed subsequently. Two lighting designs
were proposed — for soccer only
or for baseball and soccer. If the
township approves it for soccer
only, then baseball cannot be
played at night, Mr. O’Brien said.
The proposed tree ordinance
was discussed at length again,
with questions still remaining
from the committee. As discussed, the proposed ordinance
sets a $10 permit fee for residents who are taking down a
tree, a licensed professional
would be required to take down a
tree that is 25 feet high or greater,
and the resident would either
need to replace the tree with five
trees or pay $150 to be placed in
a fund that would be earmarked
for plantings of trees in the township. The permit could be denied
if by removing the tree would
have an impact on stormwater
management, erosion or runoff,
Commissioner O’Connor said.
Tree Advisory Board member
Tina Helmstetter said, “The basis
of this ordinance was taken from
the ordinance Jackson Township
has set in place… This was upheld by the state Supreme Court.”
Commissioner Thomas H.
Hannen, Jr. said he would not
support the ordinance because “it
is not specific enough and leads
too much into interpretation.”
“I’m not sure the Township of
Cranford should be in the business of telling people what to do
with trees on their property,”
Commissioner Patrick Giblin said.
“I find this to be a tremendously cumbersome proposal.
I’m ok with what we are trying to
do with it in terms of encouraging the tree replenishment or
status quo. My concern is if we
are struggling reading this, is the
common person…going to be able
to figure this all out?” Commissioner John Mallon added.
Commissioner O’Connor was in

support of the ordinance.
The hiring of an additional police
officer was requested by the police
department, Mayor Kalnins said.
Mr. Hannen debated the funding for the additional officer’s
salary.
Mr. Giblin said, “I’m not in favor
of it.”
“I was told it was in the budget,” Ms. O’Connor said.
The police department’s 2016
budget was approved for 53 officers, and had requested a 54th
officer as part of the department’s
two-year plan presented last
year, but was denied, Mayor A GOOD DEED...Garwood Cub Scout Pack 75 gives back by creating a school
Kalnins told The Westfield Leader supply pantry to help Garwood school children in need of a pen, pencil, paper or
other school supplies. The pantry can be found in the Garwood Public Library,
back in June.
located at 411 Third Avenue, Garwood.

Special-Education Law
To Be Program Topic

CRANFORD — Attorney and advocate Greer Gurland will present
a program based on her recently
published book “How to Advocate Successfully for Your Child:
What Every Parent Should Know
about Special Education Law,”
this Saturday, December 3, at 2
p.m. It will take place at the
Cranford Community Center, located at 220 Walnut Avenue.
This program will help parents
understand their rights, explain
available resources and provide
the tools they need to advocate
successfully for their children.
Ms. Gurland practiced corporate
law and litigation in Manhattan
before turning her interests to
advocating for children with special needs. The mother of five
special-needs children herself,
she has worked for more than a
decade to forge relationships
between New Jersey school district members and parents.
The Cranford Public Library will
sponsor this program. Admission is free and all are welcome.
To see other upcoming programs
sponsored by the Cranford Public Library, visit the library Web
page at cranfordlibrary.org.

CRANFORD
Wednesday, November 16,
Brian Olsen, 48, of Clark was
arrested and charged with driving while intoxicated (DWI) after
a motor vehicle stop at the intersection of Lexington Avenue and
Georgia Street for a stop sign
violation. Olsen was processed
and released to a friend pending
a municipal court appearance.
Olsen also was issued motor vehicle summonses for failing to
stop at a stop sign, DWI and
careless driving.
Friday, November 25, Mariusz
Skowron, 39, of Linden was arrested and charged with DWI
after a motor vehicle stop at the
intersection of Centennial Avenue
and Cummings Street for careless driving. Skowron was processed and subsequently released to a friend pending a municipal court appearance. He was
issued motor vehicle summonses
for DWI, careless driving and
failing to maintain lamps.
Sunday, November 27,
Grzegorz Faszcewski, 28, of Linden was arrested and charged

with DWI after a motor vehicle
stop at the intersection of Raritan
Road and Moen Avenue for a
traffic signal violation. Faszcewski
was processed and released to a
friend pending a municipal court
appearance. Faszcewski also was
issued motor vehicle summonses
for a traffic signal violation, careless driving, failure to inspect
and DWI.
Monday, November 28, Alyssa
Archer, 22, of Green Brook was
arrested and charged with possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and possession of drug paraphernalia
after police conducted a motor
vehicle accident investigation at
the intersection of East North
Avenue and North Union Avenue.
During the course of the investigation, police said they located
marijuana inside a 2009 Honda.
The driver, Archer, was arrested,
processed and released pending
a municipal court appearance.
Archer also was issued motor
vehicle summonses for careless
driving, possession of a controlled
dangerous substance in a motor
vehicle, failure to report a motor
vehicle accident and having an
open container of alcohol in a
motor vehicle.

WaWa Will Be A WinWin for Cranford

I recently watched Cranford’s
Channel 35 zoning board meeting regarding WaWa’s application on North Avenue at the site
of the old lumberyard. What a
bunch of nonsense and time consuming dialogue.
Here comes a well-established
company willing to invest a couple
of million dollars to locate a business, build a structure and totally clean-up the abandoned site,
which looks like a junkyard.
WaWa will be a win-win for
Cranford via tax dollars and employment opportunities. However, the zoning board’s “lighting expert” is showing off and
badgering the applicant at every
step on how bright the business
might be because it’s not the
“feel of Cranford.”
Get real! You are on a state
highway with an exit/entrance to
the Garden State Parkway and
among semi-abandoned factories and gas stations. I would like
to visit the “expert’s” property to
see if her lights are in keeping
with the “feel of the town.”
Finally, I guess what was there
for many years represents the gateway and feel of Cranford. Where is
the Office of Property Maintenance
and Code Enforcement?
Michael Bohdan
Cranford

Reading is Good For You
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Wednesday Morning Club
Schedules Holiday Activities
CRANFORD — The Wednesday
Morning Club, comprised of
women from Cranford and surrounding communities, has announced that it will hold two
events during the month of December.
The club’s December Luncheon
will be held at Giovanna’s Restaurant, located at 1462 South
Avenue, Plainfield, on Wednesday, December 7, at 1 p.m. The
Madrigal Singers of Cranford High
School will perform holiday songs
at the event. Those planning to
attend should make reservations
with Jane Reilly. The cost is $20.
The second event is the club’s

Christmas Party, which will take
place at the home of Marie
Mastorakis on Tuesday, December
13, at 12:30 p.m. Members are
asked to bring sandwiches to share.
The Wednesday Morning Club
will hold its first business meeting of the new year on Wednesday, January 4, 2017, at 10 a.m.
It will take place at the Cranford
Community Center, located at
220 Walnut Avenue, Cranford.
All are welcome.
Membership Chairperson Sue
Driscoll is available at (908) 2326725 to answer any questions
about the Wednesday Morning
Club.

Chansonettes Embark on
Dec. to Remember Tour
AREA – The Chansonettes of
Westfield are in full voice ready
to present their winter holiday
concert program with upcoming
dates starting Tuesday, December 6 at Cranford Senior Housing. They will also make stops on
their concert tour at Runnells
Center for Rehabilitation and
Healthcare, Atria of Cranford, and
Spring Meadows Summit. The
all-female chorus will present
songs of the December holidays
including "A Wreath of Carols,"
"Lights of Hannukah," "The
Christmas Waltz," "Peace, Peace"
and "The Reindeer Twist."
The Chansonettes, in existence
for over 60 years, performs a
holiday concert series in December and a spring concert series in
May of each year. The women
rehearse once a week on Wednesday nights at the Presbyterian
Church on Mountain Avenue in
Westfield, under the direction of
Jean Schork and accompanied
by Mel Freda.

Anyone needing more information regarding joining the group
when they start spring season rehearsals or booking a future concert may call co-president Jacquie TOP VOICES...Eight Cranford High School students were accepted into the 2016 New Jersey Music Educators
Tannenbaum at (908) 591-2560. Association’s All-State Mixed Chorus and performed with 300 other top students from around the state. The students
in Atlantic City on November 11 as part of the New Jersey Education Association’s Teachers’ Convention and
Cranford Rec. Reveals performed
at NJPAC in Newark on November 20. Anthony Rafaniello, choral director at Cranford High School, once again served
as the piano accompanist for this year’s All-State Mixed Chorus and joined his eight students throughout the rehearsal
Winter Registration
process and in both performances. Cranford High School’s All-State Mixed Choir members, pictured from left to right,
CRANFORD — The Cranford are: Madison Panno, Pria McNeil, Sarah Vollenbroek, Katherine Mackenzie, Christian Malamug, Juliana Marcotrigiano,
Recreation and Parks Department Justin Witwick and Noah Wohlsen.
has announced that registration
for its Winter 2016-2017 programs will start on Monday, December 5. The brochure, which
was mailed to all Cranford resiGARWOOD — The Garwood call (908) 789-9809 first before toys depicting violence or guns,
dents, contains class informa- Knights of Columbus are con- bringing donations on Saturdays. dolls exploiting women, or old
tion, pool and fitness informa- ducting a toy drive through De- Parking is available behind the stuffed animals be donated.
tion, along with information on cember. Donations of brand-new, building off Willow Avenue (turn
For more information, call the
important events and happen- unwrapped toys on behalf of St. at Marty Shoes). Visitors are Knights at (908) 789-9809 after
ings in the downtown.
Joseph Social Service Center in asked to use the side-door en- 4 p.m. or Keith Gallagher at (908)
Classes are for Cranford resi- Elizabeth can be dropped off af- trance.
789-0931.
dents only. Anyone with ques- ter 4 p.m. weekdays, or Sundays
For more information on St.
Monetary donations may be
tions or requiring additional in- after 1 p.m., at the Council Hall, made payable to: “The Garwood Joseph Social Service Center, go
formation is asked to contact the located at 37 South Avenue, K of C Toy Drive,” Attention: to YouTube “Homeless in Elizarecreation and parks department Garwood (opposite Food Empo- Keith Gallagher.
beth,” parts one and two, or visit
at (908) 709-7283.
rium). Participants are asked to
The Knights request that no sjeliz.org.

Garwood Knights of Columbus Launch Toy Drive

