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Candidates File for Offices at
Federal, Municipal, County Level

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

REGION — Candidates filed for
municipal, county and federal offices
on Monday.

At the Congressional level, Repub-
lican incumbent Rep. Leonard Lance
has filed for a fifth term to represent
the Seventh Congressional District,
which includes Westfield, Cranford,
Garwood, Mountainside and a small
section of Scotch Plains. He is being
opposed once again in the Primary by
conservative David Larsen as well as
Craig Heard, a businessman from
Morris County. Mr. Lance and Mr.

Larsen are both from Hunterdon
County.

Peter Jacob and Chris Faraone, both
residents of Union Township, have
filed for the Democrats and will face
each other in the Primary. Mr. Jacob is
a community organizer, “maintaining
a homeless shelter program through a
coalition made up of churches, busi-
nesses, schools, hospitals and indi-
viduals,” according to his website. Mr.
Faraone, who has been endorsed by
Union County Democrats, teaches ad-
vanced placement government at
Union High School.

In the 12th District, which includes
Fanwood and most of Scotch Plains,
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D) is
seeking a second term. Also filing for
the Democrats is Alexander J. Kucsma
of Somerset County, who is running
under the banner Democratic Liberty
Tea. According to a letter he posted on
democraticlibertytea.org, he is a se-
nior citizen, English professor at
County College of Morris, playwright,
and a former mayor of Franklin Town-
ship in Somerset County.

Steve Uccio of Mercer County is
running for the Republican Party. Em-
ployed by a wholesaler that distributes

meat and cheese in New York City, he
previously ran as a Libertarian for the
state legislature in 2013 and Mercer
County freeholder in 2014.

In Scotch Plains, Democratic in-
cumbent Kevin Glover is seeking a
second term as mayor. He was first
elected as a councilman in 2006 and,
after losing to Nancy Malool for mayor
in 2008, returned to council in 2010.
He was elected mayor in 2012 by
defeating Mary Depaola and was re-
elected two years ago.

His running mate for township coun-
cil is Luisa Bianco, who previously
ran for council in 2014. She replaces
first-term Councilwoman Colleen
Gialanella on the ballot.

Mayor Glover will face Republican
Al Smith, chairman of the Scotch Plains
Republican Committee. Mr. Smith is
joined on the GOP ticket by council
candidate Theodore Spera, whose fa-
ther, Gabe, served as mayor in the
1980s.

Fanwood incumbents Kathy
Mitchell and Tom Kranz, both Demo-
crats, are seeking re-election. Coun-
cilwoman Mitchell is seeking her sev-
enth consecutive term while Council-
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Apartment Complex OK’d
For West Broad And Rahway

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — After the town
council amended the town’s land
use ordinance late last year that
created a new transit-oriented zone
on West Broad Street that would
permit multi-family housing and
affordable housing, the apartment
complex planned for the corner of
West Broad Street and Rahway Av-
enue was approved by the planning
board Monday night. Owners Jef-
frey and Nancy Zoraian have been
working with the town for two years
on a plan that would be agreeable,
their attorney Rafael Betancourt
said.

The planning board on Monday
approved the 31-unit apartment
building on the corner of Rahway
Avenue and West Broad Street that
will meet its current affordable hous-
ing plan. The building includes five
affordable housing rental units on
the first and second floors. The first
floor will contain five rental units,
and the second and third floors will
each have 13 units. It will be a
mixture of one-, two-, and three-
bedroom apartments that are either
ADA compliant or ADA adaptable.

The plan to build began about
two years ago, Mr. Betancourt said.
Right now the lot is home to
Westfield Auto Wash and two build-
ings behind it, which will be razed
to accommodate the new building
that is designed to blend with
Westfield’s downtown aesthetics,
the applicant’s architect Glen Pot-
ter said. A parking garage will be at
ground level and contain 33 spaces,
which is compliant with the zoning
law, Mr. Betancourt said.

Sherry Cronin, executive direc-

tor of the Downtown Westfield Cor-
poration (WDC), spoke in favor of
the development.

Resident Gary Pallatta of Rahway
Avenue asked if the parking was
sufficient and asked about the im-
pact it would have on the traffic
congestion there.

“To put another 30 cars into that
every morning…,” he said. The
board’s response was that the de-
velopment is transit oriented and it
is assumed many of the residents
would commute via public trans-
portation, and guests would park in
the municipal lots.

“It is a long overdue develop-
ment for this area,” Planning Board
member Robert Newell said.

“It is a good improvement to the
site that needed improvement for a
long time,” Town Engineer Kris
McAloon added.

A few residents and local busi-
ness owners made comments re-
garding the application. The owner
of Five Star Driving, Juneg Hyo,
which is across the street, asked
about setbacks of the structure.

Joyce Nelson of Rahway Avenue
said, “I think the idea is very good.
I hope they will put more African-
Americans in these households.”

It will take about a year or longer
to complete construction, Mr.
Betancourt said in response to a
local property owner.

“Westfield’s affordable housing
plan is currently compliant. How-
ever, currently those regulations are
up in the air and the town’s new
obligations, if any, will be deter-
mined in the courts. Westfield has
been very progressive in its afford-
able plan,” Town Planner Don

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Courtesy of  Glenn Mortimer
GOP FAITHFUL...Union County Republicans packed the Kean University STEM (Science,Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics) Building in Union for last Wednesday’s GOP convention where candidates were selected for president,
Congress, and freeholder. Please see story and another picture on page 2.

Susan Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
RACE TALK… Rabbi Douglas Sagal, right, Senior Rabbi of Temple Emanu-El
and other panelists prepare for the "Community Discussion on Race" that was
held at Westfield High School on Monday night and sponsored by the Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Association of Westfield.

Westfield BOE Looks to Refinance
$6.6 Mil. in Bond Debt from 2006

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The school board
on Tuesday began the process to
refinance $6.6 million in debt re-
maining from a 2006 bond sale,
introducing a resolution that is ex-
pected to save the school district
$350,000 in interest over the next
five years.

District Business Administrator
Dana Sullivan explained that the
bonds sold 10 years ago carried an
interest rate of approximately 4 per-
cent, and that by Monday, August 1,
the first date the 2006 bonds can be
refinanced, interest rates are pro-
jected to be about 1.4 percent.

The refinance would not extend
the term of the bonds, she said. The
bonds would mature in 2021.

The action comes after town vot-
ers approved $12.6 million in new
bond debt in January, $8 million for
security and safety upgrades
throughout the district and another
$4 million for auditorium improve-
ments at Edison and Roosevelt In-
termediate schools.

Approached following Tuesday’s
board meeting, Ms. Sullivan did not
have an exact amount of total debt
owed by the district and did not
want to offer an estimate.

The ordinance is set for a final
vote at the board’s next meeting on

Tuesday, April 26. The timing of
any sale of the new bonds has yet to
be determined, Ms. Sullivan said.

In other matters, the board ap-
proved the policy guidelines and
procedures for student activity fees
for the 2016-2017 school year, keep-
ing the cost for those participating
in “tier 1” activities – listed as dra-
mas, musicals and athletics – at $125
in the high school and intermediate
schools and $60 for “tier 2” activi-
ties such as clubs not in “tier 1.”
The $60 fee also applied to elemen-
tary students for chorus, band and
orchestra.

The high school newspaper, Hi’s
Eye, and marching band are exempt
from the fees because they are part
of the school curriculum.

Schools Superintendent Marga-
ret Dolan pointed out that the fees
paid for about 15 percent of the cost
for the activities.

“It helps with the budget, but it
doesn’t pay for everything,” she
said, adding that assistance is avail-
able for students who cannot afford
the fees.

In a relatively brief 30-minute
meeting, not including a closed ex-
ecutive session, other policy mat-
ters included introducing a proto-
col for the “acceptable use for com-
puter network, computers, personal
electronic devices (PEDs) and tech-
nology resources” as well as a state-
mandated plan for the “administra-
tion of medical marijuana.”

The nine pages of computer policy
addressed prohibited behaviors,
compliance with the “Children’s
Internet Protection Act”, email, se-
curity, public posting areas, storage
use and vandalism, among other is-
sues.

The medical marijuana policy in-
cluded eight pages of rules and pro-
cedures including that the drug can
only be “administered by the pri-

Courtesy of Bill Klimas
WHO NEEDS WASHINGTON. D.C.?….A cherry tree shows off its blossoms on
a recent warm day in Cranford’s Nomahegan Park, which despite some cold,
blustery spurts is a sign spring is coming.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
CONSTRUCTION CONCERNS...Ross Katz, upper left, asks the Westfield
Town Council at the conference session when the Deparment of Public Works
building would be undergoing its addition. The council expects the bidding process
to happen soon and to be a summer project.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Westfield Okays Cap Bank;
Property Revaluation Likely

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The town coun-
cil on Tuesday voted to establish a
“cap bank” of $1.05 million, utiliz-
ing an accounting measure that
could ease budget restrictions in the
next three years.

State law allows a municipality to
reserve the difference between its
budget expenditures and the allow-
able 3.5 percent increase from the
previous year, should a municipal-
ity spend under that percentage.

That difference can then be ap-
plied to budgets over the next three
years if spending exceeds the 3.5
percent.

“We establish it by law and we
end up not using it,” Town Admin-
istrator Jim Gildea said at the con-
ference session.

“We don’t use it to exceed the 2
percent (tax) levy cap,” Council-
man Sam Della Fera said, which he
later explained at the public session
is “unrelated” to the 2 percent tax
levy cap. “I don’t want this to be
misinterpreted.”

The town likely will need to per-
form a property revaluation, Acting
Mayor Jo Ann Neylan said. Eliza-
beth, Jersey City and Dunellen are
three municipalities that have been
ordered to perform a reassessment,
Mr. Gildea said, and Westfield may
be next.

The process to assess each prop-
erty inside and out could take a
couple of years and cost over $1
million, Mr. Gildea said.

“We discussed it a number of years
ago and we decided not to do it
because we were in a recession and
our (tax) appeals skyrocketed,” he
said.

Westfield has the highest tax
ratables in Union County, with Sum-
mit second, Mr. Gildea said. This
year, the town has received fewer
than 300 property tax appeals, Mr.
Gildea said. This is down from last
year when there were more than
400.

A developer’s agreement was au-
thorized for Westfield Crossing at
Grandview Avenue and Grove Street
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Rec. Commission Prepares
For Opening of Pool Season

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Recreation
Commission members focused on
the upcoming pool season at their
Monday night meeting.

The meeting began with a report
from Commissioner Larry
McDermott, who serves as chair-
man of the Pool Committee. Mr.
McDermott explained that he and
Recreation Department Chairman
Bruce Kaufmann conducted a “walk
through” of the pool facilities and
everything was on track for the pool
complex’s opening which will be
Saturday, June 4 at 10 a.m. Mr.
McDermott updated the Commis-
sion and the public on the status of
membership renewals which, he
noted, are significantly higher than
at this time last year.

Mr. Kaufmann reminded existing
pool members that they can renew
their registration online by going to
https://register.communitypass.net/
westfield. Once pre-registration of
current 2015 members is completed
for the 2016 season, on Thursday,
April 14, if there are still openings,
the department will contact those
on the waiting list by mail until all
openings are filled.

Mr. Kaufmann stated that the rec-
reation department has several job
openings for lifeguards and can, if
necessary, provide a training class
for skilled swimmers interested in
obtaining their lifeguard certifica-
tion. The lifeguard positions offer a
flexible schedule at an hourly rate
which is competitive with other mu-
nicipal pools.

The commission next discussed
several infrastructure improvements
to the pool complex including the
installation of new floors in the
men’s bathroom and repairs and re-
stitching of the table umbrellas. Mr.
Kaufmann provided each commis-
sion member with a detailed report
on the financial results of the vari-
ous programs offered by the recre-
ation department. The department
offers several dozen programs in-
cluding the Daddy-Daughter Dance,
Comic Book Creation, and pro-
grams for adults such as Tai-Chai
and tennis. For each program he
provided enrollment and financial
data which revealed that all of the
classes were operating at a profit
and many had received positive
feedback from the participants. Mr.
Kaufmann also advised that the an-
nual Run the Park race will take
place at Tamaques Park on Sunday,
May 22. The one-mile race will
begin at 9 a.m. and the 5K at 9:30
a.m. It was noted that the depart-

ment needs volunteers to help at the
event and sponsorship opportuni-
ties are still available. Anyone in-
terested in sponsoring the event
should contact the recreation de-
partment.

Commission Chairman Peter
Echausse advised the group that he
was to make a presentation to the
Town Council’s Finance Commit-
tee Tuesday night, April 5, on the
proposed upgrades to the fields at
Tamaques Park. Mr. Echausse ex-
plained the purpose of the presenta-
tion was to explore possible fund-
ing options for the project which,
he said, has received wide-spread
support from a broad range of user
groups including the baseball, la-
crosse, and soccer communities.
Commission member James Foerst,
who had previously expressed some
concerns over the possible impact
of new turf fields on the grassy
areas of the park, stated that his
concerns were now alleviated as he
had visited the proposed site which
is located near the existing parking
lot and tennis courts and determined
that the impact on the grass would
be minimal.

In other business, the commis-
sion discussed the need to replace
the mulch in the playground area at
Sycamore Field and agreed to work
with the Department of Public
Works to determine if it would be
feasible to allow the Westfield Crew
team, a competitive rowing team, to
store their sculls and other equip-
ment at the Westfield Conservation
Center during their off season.

The commission’s next meeting
will be Monday, May 2, at the Mu-
nicipal Building at 7:30 p.m.

man Kranz is running for a second
term. No Republicans filed for coun-
cil seats.

Mountainside Councilmen Glenn
Mortimer and Rene Dierkes are seek-
ing re-election. A borough resident
for 52 years, Mr. Mortimer, the cur-
rent Union County Republican Com-
mittee chairman, has been on the
council for 17 years. Mr. Dierkes,
who previously served on the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
Board of Commissioners, is seeking
his second term. He ran for Union
County freeholder last year. No
Democrats filed for borough coun-
cil.

Cranford incumbent Township
Commissioner Mary O’Connor, who
serves as deputy mayor, is seeking a
second term. Her running mate, John
Mallon, recently joined the commit-
tee to fill a seat left by the resigna-
tion of Robert D’Ambola, who
moved out of town. They will face
Democrats Ann M. Dooley and James
Kent Lucas. Mr. Lucas is a UNIX
Systems architect for Bed, Bath and
Beyond. He also is a captain with the
Cranford First Aid Squad. Ms.
Dooley has practiced law for two
decades with a focus on public con-
struction contracts, insurance and
litigation.

In Garwood, Democrat newcom-
ers Jennifer Blumenstock, vice-presi-
dent of Garwood’s Parent-Teacher

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Candidates

Sammet told The Westfield Leader.
This application was included in
the town’s affordable housing plan,
he noted.

The board also approved the ap-
plication for Redcom Design and
Construction to build an office
building on the New Norris
Chevrolet lot at 433-437 North Av-
enue. It had variances for setbacks
of retaining walls and parking areas
and driveways, and height variances
for the retaining walls and a fence in
the rear of the lot. Two trees will be
removed in order to fix a retaining
wall and arborvitaes will replace
those trees. Mr. McAloon also asked
the applicant to address some main-
tenance issues on South Euclid Av-
enue portion of the lot.

An amended subdivision approval
at 2003 Grandview Avenue was ap-
proved by the board that includes a
pump station for sanitary sewerage
that would then be flushed out to the
town’s sewer main on Virginia Street
via an underground drainpipe.

The applicant’s civil engineer,
Thomas Quinn, was proposing to
have that pipe be the responsibility
of the town. Mr. McAloon did not
approve of the pipe being the town’s
responsibility. In the end, the
applicant’s attorney, John Riley,
agreed to have that pipe be the re-
sponsibility of both homeowners,
and apply for an easement with the
town.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Apartments

Association (PTA), and Marc
Lazarow, a middle-school language
arts teacher in Westfield, have been
selected by the local party for coun-
cil seats. (Please see press release on
page 3). They will face two-term
incumbent Republican James
Mathieu, the chairman of the local
GOP committee, and council candi-
date Tony Morales, who replaces
Councilman Mike Martin.

Mr. Martin said last year he would
not seek re-election.

At the county level, Democratic
incumbents Linda Carter of Plain-
field, Bette Jane Kowalski of Cran-
ford and Sergio Granados of Eliza-
beth are seeking re-election. They
face a Primary challenge from Hugh
Campbell of Union and Daniel
Cotayo of Clark, running under the
banner “Democrats for Progress,”
and David Robinson of Springfield
and David L. Jensen of Elizabeth,
running on the line with Presidential
candidate Bernie Sanders. The free-
holder incumbents will appear on
the same line with Presidential can-
didate Hillary Clinton.

Republicans filing for seats are
Glenn Gelband, an attorney from
Mountainside, Stevens Institute of
Technology engineering student Jus-
tin Berzosa of Union, and Joseph
Aubourg of Roselle, who ran for
county clerk last year. They are un-
opposed in the Primary.

Courtesy of Krystal McCormack-Zawoysky
SECULAR SIDE OF EASTER…Children scour the grounds of St. Anne’s
Church in Garwood in front of the rectory for eggs on Holy Saturday, March 26,
as part of the parish’s Easter weekend activities.

mary caregiver and at the approved
location, times, and method as indi-
cated” by a parent and approved in
writing by the school principal.

BOE Facilities Committee Chair-
man Brendan Galligan said his panel
had begun discussing a possible
policy for the charging of fees to
outside groups using school build-
ings and property. “We’re still very,
very early in process,” he said.

The issue had been raised by
Kehler Stadium area resident Greg
Kasko, who objected to a request
by the Westfield Soccer Associa-
tion (WSA) in March to use the
high school’s football stadium for
practice, installing temporary flood
lights in March and April as it had
last year.

Mr. Kasko said the board should
require a user fee, given the charge
assessed for those involved in ex-
tracurricular activities.

Mr. Galligan made no mention of
the WSA request, which was tabled
when the board received a letter on
March 1 from Warren attorney Rob-
ert Simon representing the “Kehler
Neighborhood Preservation Asso-
ciation.”

The letter’s subject matter was
“similar to the lawsuit filed last
year,” an apparent reference to three
complaints filed by Mr. Kasko, who
had all his objections dismissed by
a judge in Mountainside.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF BOE

under the code review and town
property committee.

Westfield Crossing is a three-
building, 16-unit townhouse com-
plex that was approved by the plan-
ning board a few years ago, but “has
been on hold,” Town Engineer Kris
McAloon said. The development is
part of the affordable housing obli-
gations, Mr. Gildea said.

Ross Katz of Dudley Avenue
asked the council when the addition
to the Department of Public Works
would begin construction because
the building right now is in plain
view.

“The fence doesn’t block much
of the view now,” he said.

The town had removed a berm
and oak trees that helped to shield
the building, trucks and equipment
stored on the property, but were
removed last year in anticipation of
the construction.

However, the project was on hold
due to budgetary concerns, Mr. Katz
said. The project is expected to get
underway this summer, Mr. Gildea
said, and be completed by the end
of the year. Mr. Katz asked if the
trucks that sit out front could be
parked in the rear, but Mr. Gildea
said there is not enough space.

Bids for the dredging of
Mindowaskin Park are expected to
be sought this year and the project
is expected to be completed by June
2018, the 100th anniversary of the
park. It was last dredged in the mid-
1980s.

“It is needed (even) if there wasn’t
an anniversary,” Councilman Frank
Arena noted.

Resident Neil Snitow of Myrtle
Avenue asked for an update on the
construction of the 7-Eleven at the
corner of Central and Grove Av-
enues. Town Engineer McAloon
said town officials met with the ap-
plicant Monday to go over fencing,
lighting and landscaping issues, and
the applicant is to resubmit plans.

The council had an executive ses-
sion to discuss potential litigation
that could be brought against the
town.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Coucil

GEMUETLICHKEIT…Former U.S. Ambassador to Germany Phil Murphy,
center, who highlighted the Democrat Focusing on New Jersey event at Cross-
roads in Garwood on March 30, is joined, from left to right, by Garwood Mayor
Charles Lombardo, Councilwoman Sara Todisco, former Councilwoman Ann
Tarantino and Garwood Democratic Party Chairman Hugh Sinclair.

Mountainside Supports Hike
In Age for Tobacco Sales

BY KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The bor-
ough council on Tuesday voiced its
support for the Board of Health’s
investigation into drafting an ordi-
nance that would increase the age to
purchase tobacco to 21.

According to Borough Attorney
John Post, New Jersey law allows
towns to restrict tobacco sales more
stringently than the State Legislature.

Mr. Post explained that while
Governor Chris Christie rejected a
bill that would have banned the sale
of tobacco and vaping products to
19 and 20 year olds in January, the
nonpartisan Office of Legislative
Services has issued a opinion indi-
cating local governments are per-
mitted to enact their own laws.

According to the advocacy group,
Global Advisors on Smokefree
Policy, 15 New Jersey municipali-
ties including Princeton, Bogota,
East Rutherford, Sayreville and
Teaneck have raised the legal age
for tobacco and e-cigarette purchase
from 19 to 21.

During the council’s discussion
regarding the Board of Health’s pro-
posal, Councilman Rene Dierkes,
who is the board’s liaison with the
health department, noted that the
increasing number of young people
who are using e-cigarettes and other
vaping products is a significant
problem since the long-term effects
of electronic cigarette smoking are
unknown.

Mr. Dierkes shared the research
from the Board of Health which
reveals 95 percent of smokers be-
gin smoking before the age of 21
and the Institute of Medicine has
concluded that raising the legal age
to 21 would result in a 25 percent
decrease in smoking among 15 to
17 year olds.

The council agreed to advise the
Board of Health that it has no objec-
tions to their proposed ordinance.

Borough Engineer Michael Disko
made a detailed presentation regard-
ing issues with several roads and
sewers in the community. Mr. Disko
and a representative from ASA En-
gineering explained why the bor-
ough should waive the normal road
opening restrictions for 593-595
Woodland Avenue.

According to Mr. Disko, ASA is
investigating the potential environ-
mental impacts of a gas station in
the vicinity and had previously re-
ceived authorization from the bor-
ough to drill a single two-inch hole.

However, because of bedrock in
the area, ASA was unable to access
the groundwater 20 feet down as
required by the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection.
It therefore asked for permission to
drill as many as three more two-
inch holes.

After receiving assurances from
ASA that it would pay all the neces-
sary permit fees and fill in the holes
after completion, the council unani-
mously agreed to its request.

Mr. Disko also described two
storm water sewers located on
Whippoorwill Way as “problem-
atic.”

Mr. Disko explained that when
his department attempted a televi-

sion inspection of the 12-inch sewer
lines they encountered serious
blockages and determined that the
pipes were cracked and likely would
need replacement.

Mr. Disko and Chief Financial
Officer Jill Goode explained that
there likely were sufficient funds
available in the existing capital bud-
get to support the replacement.

Mr. Disko also outlined his pro-
posed plan and schedule for repair-
ing the road potholes created by the
winter weather.

The council also discussed the
upcoming Memorial Day celebra-
tion, and Mayor Paul Mirabelli
urged residents to support the Moun-
tainside Veterans of Foreign Wars
Post 10136’s “Buy a Brick”
fundraising project.

The program provides all resi-
dents and businesses the opportu-
nity to purchase a personalized brick
to honor a current or former veteran
or simply to express personal sup-
port for past and present veterans.

The personalized bricks will be
set in the assembly area of the newly
renovated Mountainside Veterans
Memorial Park at Constitution
Plaza. The bricks can be purchased
for $100. Order forms can be picked
up at the Mountainside Public Li-
brary, Borough Hall or downloaded
from Post 10136’s website.

The council’s next meeting, which
will include the annual budget pre-
sentation, will take place on Tues-
day, April 19 at 7:30 p.m.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

www.goleader.com
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Glover and Smith File For Mayor;
Gialanella Keeping Options Open

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor
Kevin Glover will seek re-election
in November and be joined on the
Democratic Party ticket by town-
ship council candidate Luisa
Bianco, who ran unsuccessfully four
years ago for a seat on the govern-
ing body.

Alexander Smith, the chairman
of the local Republican Party, will
be that party’s nominee for mayor
in November, with Ted Spera run-

ning for the council seat.
“When I was elected mayor, I

promised the residents of Scotch
Plains that I was committed to sta-
bilizing municipal property taxes,
and I have kept that promise,” said
Mr. Glover, who was elected to the
council in 2006, ran unsuccessfully
for mayor in 2008 and was re-elected
to his council seat in 2010.

His 2012 election as mayor, in
which he defeated incumbent Mary
DePaola with 57 percent of the vote,
came days after Superstorm Sandy

inflicted significant damage to the
township, including power outages
in most parts of town that lasted
more than a week.

Mr. Glover called last year’s
freeze in municipal property tax
rates and this year’s proposed one-
point cut “clearly historic,” adding
that “through good oversight and
planning, we’re positioned to ac-
complish this important success of
back-to-back years without a mu-
nicipal tax increase.”  He said that,
“moving forward, I will continue
my pledge – ‘we can do better’ –
that I made since being elected to
office some 10 years ago.”

The mayor said he would run on a
record that, besides property taxes,
includes improving public safety,
implementing new and improved
township communications services
including the local television and
radio stations, the website and so-
cial media outlets, implementing
more cost-saving shared-services
opportunities, expanding commu-
nity events and cultural arts activi-
ties, preserving and restoring his-
torical township-owned properties,
launching the revitalization of the
downtown commercial district and
developing a passive park at the
former Terry-Lou Zoo site.

Ms. Bianco finished fourth in a
six-person race in 2014 for three
council seats.

“Some people didn’t believe
Mayor Glover when he said we
could stabilize and lower taxes
through better management,” Ms.
Bianco said.  “But he has done that,
and I look forward to utilizing my
management experience to continue
delivering top-flight programs and
services at as little cost as possible.”

 She currently is employed as a
department manager at AT&T, is

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Fanwood Planning Board
Grants Variances

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD—The planning
board Wednesday approved three
residential applications.

A two-family home at 106 South
Avenue was granted, by a 8-to-0 vote,
a certificate of non-conformity. The
residence is located in a zone for single-
family homes only, however, since the
property was a two-family since Anto-
nio Mastrocola purchased the prop-
erty in 1977 and the zoning laws prior
to that time did not have a restriction
against two-family homes in that zone,
the burden of proof was shown. Zon-
ing Officer Ray Sullivan has delved
into the county and borough archives
and had only found a map of the area,
drainage and topography for the area
and a 1954 map that showed the area
was zoned as residential.

The issue was prompted when
Mr. Mastrocola had requested per-
mits to perform renovations to the
two units.

Applicant Richard Hoffman,
owner of 1040 Hetfield Avenue, lo-
cated at the corner of Hetfield Av-
enue and Shady Lane, was granted a
variance, by 7-to-1 tally, for a new
six-foot fence, and a variance for
two sheds to be placed next to the
fence on Shady Lane.

The zoning law permits a four-
foot high fence, where Mr. Hoffman
was approved for the variance to
install a six-foot high fence. Also,
two sheds, one 80-foot and one 100-
foot, were approved with the vari-
ance to be placed next to fence,
being moved from elsewhere on the
property, Mr. Sullivan explained.
In 2012, the planning board ap-
proved the variance to allow two
sheds, where only one is allowed,
Mr. Sullivan said. That variance was
also reintroduced and granted again

Wednesday as part of the applica-
tion since he was requesting to move
them. He will also be putting in a
pool in the rear yard that is allowed
under the zoning law.

When asked by Planning Board
Attorney Robert Renaud if Mr.
Hoffman considered placing the
sheds in a corner of the rear yard,
Mr. Hoffman said the area was cur-
rently used for storing wood and the
sheds are more suitable to his needs
on the side yard.

Also, Mr. Hoffman was planning
to increase his patio to extend to the
side of the house. The 120-square
foot increase in patio brings the
impervious coverage to 30 percent
where 35 percent is the maximum
allowed, Mr. Sullivan said.

“The fence is appropriate here,”
Mr. Molenaar said in his motion to
approve the application.

Planning Board member Dennis
Sherry denied the application. He
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times he denied it because the ap-
plicant did not present a hardship
for the variance relief. Mr. Sherry
said the applicant could have in-
stalled a four-foot fence and added
shrubbery for privacy and the sheds
could have been moved to the rear
yard, or a garage could have been
built and the sheds removed.

Salvatore Fazzino, a former plan-
ning board member, of 134
Glenwood Road, was granted a vari-
ance for a pre-existing condition of
a front-yard setback of 25 feet,
where 30 feet is required. Since Mr.
Fazzino is planning to add a level to
his bi-level home, though not en-
croaching any further into the set-
back, the zoning law requires a vari-
ance approval in order to go for-
ward with the building plans.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Station Square Project Enlarged
To Include Affordable Units

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The Station Square
project on La Grande Avenue and
Second Street has been altered to
include seven “affordable housing”
apartments as part of a larger 35-
unit complex, the borough council
was informed at its agenda setting
meeting Monday night.

A new site plan that also includes
carports for the “affordable” units –
as well as garages for the market-
rate apartments – has been submit-

ted by developer Station Square at
Fanwood LLC and is under review,
Liz Jeffery, the point person for
Fanwood’s redevelopment told the
council.

The project had been set as 24-
unit market-rate units, but changed
at the borough’s request to incorpo-
rate its state Supreme Court-man-
dated “affordable housing” require-
ments, Ms. Jeffery told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

The Station Square item was one
of a series of projects reported on
by Ms. Jeffery to council, which
also doubles as the borough’s rede-
velopment agency and heard the
update in the first part of its meeting
acting in that capacity.

Ms. Jeffery said that with the
changes to Station Square the rede-
velopment plan ordinance should
be ready for introduction on Mon-
day, April 18, go before the plan-
ning board on Wednesday, April 27
and be ready for adoption on Mon-
day, May 2. Site plan discussion
and approval is set for the Wednes-
day, May 25 and Wednesday, June
29 meetings of the planning board.

Other updates included that Elite
Properties has an agreement to bring
in a “boutique pharmacy” for a
1,400-square-foot space at Fanwood
Crossing that should be open within
two months. Ms. Jeffery said she
did not have the name of the phar-
macy, but assured the council and
one resident who asked that it was

not a major chain.
She also noted that the Fanwood

Crossing’s “Phase III” residential
building has been granted a certifi-
cate of occupancy and has begun
renting, including leases signed for
three of the four “affordable” units.
The last should be rented within 30
days, Ms. Jeffery said.

In other news, resurfacing of the
borough municipal parking lot is
scheduled to begin this Monday,
April 11 and take place in three
phases, but what exactly those three
phases were and when they would
begin was unclear.

Concern arose during the regular
agenda session when the borough
engineer’s representative updated
council on Public Service Electric
and Gas’ (PSE&G) schedule to re-
place a gas main along the business
corridor in June. PSE&G will run
the line behind the buildings in-
stead of under Martine Avenue,
which sparked a query from Mayor
Colleen Mahr, who was concerned
about how that would affect the
municipal parking lot.

“We’re not going to let them come
in a rip that up again,” she remarked.

Ms. Jeffery also noted that
Lightbridge Academy, a pre-school
and child-care chain which has op-
erations in Westfield and Cranford,
has leased the former Sun Tavern
site on South Avenue and will be
filing building plans “shortly.”

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A LOT TO CLEAN UP…A crew works to clear the debris caused when high winds Sunday morning knocked down a tree
at the corner of Westfield Avenue and Westfield Road in Scotch Plains, causing power outages to the neighborhood.

SCOTCH PLAINS DEMOCRATS…Incumbent Mayor Kevin Glover, left, and
township council candidate Luisa Bianco, right, will comprise the Democratic
municipal ticket in Scotch Plains on the November ballot.

Courtesy of Bob LaCosta
IN REMEMBRANCE…Ralph Checchio, left, Joe McCort, center, and Bob
LaCosta, right, lay flowers at the Scotch Plains Vietnam Veterans Memorial on
March 29 in honor of Vietnam Veterans Day, an unofficial observance that
commemorates the final withdrawal of combat troops from Southeast Asia. The
brief Scotch Plains ceremony was one of hundreds of events nationally.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MAKING HIS CASE...Antonio Mastrocola, shown with his attorney at the
Fanwood Planning Board meeting Wednesday, was granted a certificate of  non-
conformity for a two-family home at 106 South Avenue.

Capital Ordinance To Be
Introduced In Two Weeks

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council is prepared to introduce
a capital bond ordinance in two weeks
even though, in its present form, it
lacks the votes to be enacted.

At Tuesday night’s conference
meeting, council members debated
the size and scope of the capital
spending plan first put forth last
month by Township Manager Al
Mirabella. In March, he proposed
about $4.9 million in long-term ex-
penditures, a level 40 percent higher
than last year and one that both Re-
publican Councilman Llewellyn
Jones and Democratic Council-
woman Colleen Gialanella felt was
too high. This week, Mr. Mirabella
provided the council with a revised
plan that calls for nearly $4.2 mil-
lion in capital expenses.

Mr. Mirabella pared some $700,000

from his initial proposal by cutting
back plans for several vehicle and
large-equipment purchases and vari-
ous technology upgrades. He also
added $50,000 to be earmarked for
downtown business district improve-
ments while retaining $550,000 for
further improvements to the Shady
Rest clubhouse at Scotch Hills Coun-
try Club and $190,000 for a new
heating and air-conditioning system
at the library.

Capital ordinances require four af-
firmative votes, and both Mr. Jones
and Mrs. Gialanella indicated on
Tuesday that they were not in favor of
the spending plan as it is currently
structured. Two years ago, the coun-
cil failed to pass a $1.525 million
bond ordinance, with Mrs. Gialanella
and Mayor Kevin Glover voting
against it.

This week, Mrs. Gialanella said
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Candidates File for Offices at
Federal, County Level

also a member of the recreation
commission and was recently ap-
pointed to the library board of trust-
ees.

Four years ago, Mr. Glover was
elected mayor, with his running
mate, Colleen Gialanella, winning
a council seat.  Mrs. Gialanella was
not included on this year’s party
ticket.

The councilwoman had flirted
with the idea of challenging the
mayor in the June 7 Democratic
primary, but told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that “Scotch Plains
deserves better than constant politi-
cal infighting.  How does anything
get accomplished if we start cam-
paigning in April for an election
that won’t happen until November?”

She said the “outpouring of sup-
port I’ve received has been nothing
less than overwhelming.”

Stressing her support for “strong
Democratic values,” she said she
was keeping open the option of run-
ning for mayor as an independent

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Glover, Smith File for Mayor

He has lived there for 12 years, he
said, and wants to add a level “as
many neighbors have done.” The
addition will be built above the liv-
ing and dining rooms, he said. Also,
the fence encroaches onto borough
right-of-way by about five feet, and
was there when Mr. Fazzino pur-
chased the home.

“What he is doing is consistent
with the neighborhood,” Planning
Board member Teresa Keeler said
of his expansion.

“It is in keeping with the master
plan,” Planning Board member
Daniel Zucker said.

The application for Frank’s Auto
at 56 South Martine Avenue will be
carried to the April 27 meeting.

Sprint has sent a letter requesting
relief of a condition of approval
made by the planning board for
shrubbery to be placed around the
cell tower. “PSE&G is denying them
all the ability to put shrubbery un-
derneath the antennae,” Planning
Board Secretary Pat Hoynes told
the board. All of the cell phone
companies who have a similar con-
dition of approval will also have to
ask for relief, Ms. Hoynes said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Station Sq.
In the regular agenda session,

Chief Financial Officer Fred
Tomkins alerted the council to a
recently agreed to $54,000 settle-
ment of tax appeal by James
Pilewski for his property at 346
South Avenue. The appeal had been
a four-year process, Mr. Tomkins
said, and he had included only
$25,000 in the recently introduced
budget for appeal settlements.

The amount surprised Mr.
Tomkins and several council mem-
bers, who asked that borough Tax
Assessor Mike Ross be brought
before the council at its next meet-
ing to discuss in executive session
the reasoning for the settlement and
any others like it pending. How the
$54,000 would be budgeted for was
not resolved. On the positive side,
Mr. Tomkins noted that credit analy-
sis agency Moody’s has removed
the “negative outlook” from the
borough’s bond rating. While the
rating remained at Aa2, the second
tier of ratings for Moody’s, the re-
moval of the negative outlook was a
step toward an improved rating, he
said. He credited not only the im-
proved financials of the borough,
but also a conference call he and
Ms. Mahr had with Moody’s.

He praised Mayor Mahr for being
“good on her feet,” regarding fa-
miliarity with the Fanwood’s devel-
opment and other issues. On its
website, Moody’s said the outlook
was removed because of the
“borough’s ability to stabilize fi-
nancial operations and improve re-
serve levels.” Another financial
matter discussed by council in-
cluded Councilman Kevin Boris’
suggestion for an “open space pres-
ervation tax” to fund the Fanwood
Nature Center on North Avenue.
The tax would have to be placed on
the November ballot and approved
by voters, he said. He justified the
tax by saying the center is “always
short of funds” and, using hypo-
thetical numbers, said an average
$1 tax per home would provide
$2,500 annually, which he person-
ally would be willing to pay.

Councilmen Tom Kranz, Russell
Huegel and Jack Molenaar all ap-
peared to agree and Mayor Mahr
directed that work begin to place
the matter for a vote. Because of the
specificity of the law that permits
the tax, she asked that the wording
be carefully crafted.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION — Candidates filed for
municipal, county and federal of-
fices on Monday.

At the Congressional level, Re-
publican incumbent Rep. Leonard
Lance has filed for a fifth term to
represent the Seventh Congressional
District, which includes Westfield,
Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside
and a small section of Scotch Plains.
He is being opposed once again in
the Primary by conservative David
Larsen as well as Craig Heard, a
businessman from Morris County.
Mr. Lance and Mr. Larsen are both
from Hunterdon County.

Peter Jacob and Chris Faraone,
both residents of Union Township,
have filed for the Democrats and
will face each other in the Primary.
Mr. Jacob is a community orga-
nizer, “maintaining a homeless shel-
ter program through a coalition
made up of churches, businesses,
schools, hospitals and individuals,”
according to his website. Mr.
Faraone, who has been endorsed by
Union County Democrats, teaches
advanced placement government at
Union High School.

In the 12th District, which in-
cludes Fanwood and most of Scotch
Plains,  Rep.  Bonnie Watson
Coleman (D) is seeking a second
term. Also filing for the Democrats
is Alexander J. Kucsma of Somerset
County, who is running under the
banner Democratic Liberty Tea.
According to a letter he posted on
democraticlibertytea.org, he is a
senior citizen, English professor at
County College of Morris, play-
wright, and a former mayor of
Franklin Township in Somerset
County.

Steve Uccio of Mercer County is
running for the Republican Party.
Employed by a wholesaler that dis-
tributes meat and cheese in New
York City, he previously ran as a
Libertarian for the state legislature
in 2013 and Mercer County free-
holder in 2014.

In Scotch Plains, Democratic in-
cumbent Kevin Glover is seeking a
second term as mayor. He was first
elected as a councilman in 2006
and, after losing to Nancy Malool
for mayor in 2008, returned to coun-
cil in 2010. He was elected mayor
in 2012 by defeating Mary Depaola
and was re-elected two years ago.

His running mate for township
council is Luisa Bianco, who previ-
ously ran for council in 2014. She
replaces first-term Councilwoman
Colleen Gialanella on the ballot.

Mayor Glover will face Republi-
can Al Smith, chairman of the Scotch
Plains Republican Committee. Mr.
Smith is joined on the GOP ticket
by council candidate Theodore
Spera, whose father, Gabe, served
as mayor in the 1980s.

Fanwood incumbents Kathy
Mitchell and Tom Kranz, both
Democrats, are seeking re-election.
Councilwoman Mitchell is seeking
her seventh consecutive term while
Councilman Kranz is running for a
second term. No Republicans filed
for council seats.

Mountainside Councilmen Glenn
Mortimer and Rene Dierkes are
seeking re-election. A borough resi-
dent for 52 years, Mr. Mortimer,
the current Union County Republi-
can Committee chairman, has been
on the council for 17 years. Mr.
Dierkes, who previously served on
the Rahway Valley Sewerage Au-
thority Board of Commissioners,
is seeking his second term. He ran
for Union County freeholder last
year. No Democrats filed for bor-
ough council.

Cranford incumbent Township
Commissioner Mary O’Connor,
who serves as deputy mayor, is seek-
ing a second term. Her running mate,
John Mallon, recently joined the
committee to fill a seat left by the
resignation of Robert D’Ambola,
who moved out of town. They will
face Democrats Ann M. Dooley and
James Kent Lucas. Mr. Lucas is a
UNIX Systems architect for Bed,
Bath and Beyond. He also is a cap-
tain with the Cranford First Aid
Squad. Ms. Dooley has practiced

law for two decades with a focus on
public construction contracts, in-
surance and litigation.

In Garwood, Democrat newcom-
ers Jennifer Blumenstock, vice-
president of Garwood’s Parent-
Teacher Association (PTA), and
Marc Lazarow, a middle-school lan-
guage arts teacher in Westfield, have
been selected by the local party for
council seats. (Please see press re-
lease on page 3). They will face
two-term incumbent Republican
James Mathieu, the chairman of the
local GOP committee, and council
candidate Tony Morales, who re-
places Councilman Mike Martin.

Mr. Martin said last year he would
not seek re-election.

At the county level, Democratic
incumbents Linda Carter of Plain-
field, Bette Jane Kowalski of Cran-
ford and Sergio Granados of Eliza-
beth are seeking re-election. They
face a Primary challenge from Hugh
Campbell of Union and Daniel
Cotayo of Clark, running under the
banner “Democrats for Progress,”
and David Robinson of Springfield
and David L. Jensen of Elizabeth,
running on the line with Presiden-
tial candidate Bernie Sanders. The
freeholder incumbents will appear
on the same line with Presidential
candidate Hillary Clinton.

Republicans filing for seats are
Glenn Gelband, an attorney from
Mountainside, Stevens Institute of
Technology engineering student
Justin Berzosa of Union, and Jo-
seph Aubourg of Roselle, who ran
for county clerk last year. They are
unopposed in the Primary.

candidate in November, but added
that, for now, “I’ll leave the politics
to Mr. Glover and Mr. Smith. I would
much rather focus on working with
the other members of the council to
begin to taking some real steps to-
ward progress in the downtown.”

Mrs. Gialanella also criticized the
mayor’s support for Gov. Christie’s
re-election in 2013, calling it “un-
conscionable, particularly as a child
from Scotch Plains was desperately
in need of the governor’s assis-
tance,” a reference to a township
resident seeking the governor’s sup-
port for a medical marijuana bill to
help the resident’s young daughter
suffering from epilepsy.

“Bringing the governor here un-
der those circumstances made a
mockery of the very people we are
sworn to represent,” Mrs. Gialanella
said.

Formerly the head of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Tea Party from
2010 through 2012, Mr. Smith was
elected Republican party chairman
in January 2013 in the wake of the
Democrats’ sweep of the 2012 elec-
tions for mayor and a council seat.

“I am committed to ensuring that
our essential government services
are protected for future generations,
while always putting first the all-
too-often forgotten taxpayers of
Scotch Plains who work hard and
play by the rules, and expect their
elected officials to do the same,”
Mr. Smith said.

The council is currently con-
trolled by the Democrats, who hold
four of the five seats.

“Too many times, the current
Democratic majority has chosen
partisan politics and patronage over
what’s best for Scotch Plains,” Mr.
Smith said.  “I want to move Scotch
Plains towards a more affordable
and prosperous future.”

Mr. Smith, who has resided in
Scotch Plains for 30 years and is
retired from AT&T after a 29-year
career, said he wanted to “give back
to the community I love. I look
forward to talking with the citizens
of Scotch Plains about their ideas
for the future of Scotch Plains, and
how I can best serve them as mayor
to achieve our common goals.”

Mr. Spera, who is making his first
run for elective office, is a former
member of the planning board and
the environmental commission and
currently works for Bausch & Lomb.

“Scotch Plains is a great commu-
nity,” he said, “and now more than
ever, Scotch Plains needs strong,
principled leaders who are willing
to fight and advocate for what is in
the best interest of the hardworking
taxpayers of Scotch Plains.

“I look forward to meeting with
the people of Scotch Plains this
year and hearing their ideas on how
we work together to build a stron-
ger community.”

Mr. Spera’s father served on the
council in the 1980s and 1990s and
was mayor for several of those years.

READ ACROSS AMERICA...On March 2 Coles School in Scotch Plains cel-
ebrated Read Across America Day. Readers from across the district and through-
out the community were invited to come to Coles School to read to classes. Each
class had three to five readers that included members of the Scotch Plains and
Fanwood Police Departments, town librarians, members of the board of educa-
tion, supervisors, retired teachers and even Target team members. Pictured above
is Fanwood Police Chief Richard Trigo reading to a third-grade class.

the $50,000 being earmarked for
the downtown “doesn’t put skin in
the game,” and said more needed to
be done to improve sidewalks and
bury wires — which she described
as looking “particularly hideous”
— underground. She said the pro-
posed capital funding “doesn’t get
us to the direction where we want to
go” in the downtown. She also was
critical of taking on what she said
was “too much debt” to pay for
items “we’ll no longer be using but
still paying for,” such as police cars.
She favored putting more capital
budget expenditures into the
township’s operating budget so that
items are paid for immediately in-
stead of over a longer term.

Mr. Jones also stated his opposi-
tion to the bond ordinance, saying
that “we need to live within our
means” and calling the $4.2-mil-
lion proposal an “astronomical
amount of debt spending.” He said
he would be “comfortable” with a
capital ordinance of $1.8 million to
$1.9 million and echoed Mrs.
Gialanella’s call for various expen-
ditures to be shifted into the operat-
ing budget as well as her feeling
that the $50,000 in downtown fund-
ing was not adequate. This week,
the state government ordered sev-
eral towns to conduct property re-
valuations, and Mr. Jones noted that
Scotch Plains has not conduced such
a revaluation in 31 years — the
seventh longest among New Jersey
towns. He thought it would prudent
to start setting aside money for such
an exercise, which he estimated
could cost $1 million to $2 million
to conduct.

Mr. Mirabella said that township
Tax Assessor Michael Ross would
meet with the council to discuss the
issue. Mrs. Gialanella said she was
also concerned about the issue, say-
ing the township needed to start
planning “for this inevitability.”

Mayor Glover, though, pushed
back against opposition to the capi-
tal spending proposals, saying that
while he was “supportive” of down-
town improvements, “my number
one concern” was what he termed
the “woefully neglectful behavior
of past administrations” that left
township employees unsafe. He
pointed to the condition of the De-
partment of Public Works building
on Plainfield Avenue, which he said

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scotch Plains Council
had been cited by federal safety
authorities eight years ago and had
required $100,000 to “shore it up.”

He then went through the list of
proposed expenditures and de-
fended them, including the $1.61
million earmarked for police and
fire department purchases. He said
the $4.2-million capital plan was “a
lot of money,” but said that “public
safety will always come first for the
citizens and the [township’s] em-
ployees.” He told Mrs. Gialanella
that he was “agitated” to hear that
“burying a telephone line [in the
downtown] was more important than
public safety,” which led to Mrs.
Gialanella saying, “No one is say-
ing that.”

As for the revaluation question,
the mayor said no one has gotten
any indication that such a thing is
imminent, leading Mr. Jones to re-
tort, “So let’s pretend it doesn’t ex-
ist.” Mrs. Gialanella then asked for
more of financial commitment to
downtown redevelopment and im-
provements while saying she was
not in favor of taking on $4.2 mil-
lion in debt. She reminded the mayor
that the bond ordinance requires
four votes and, at present, “it doesn’t
have them.”

She asked several times that the
five council members strive to reach
a compromise on the level of spend-
ing and the focus of that spending,
but the mayor said he was “not go-
ing to be held hostage” because
someone wanted more money for
the downtown. He said the ultimate
cost for downtown efforts were still
being discussed with the recently-
hired planner. “We’re still going
through the process,” he said. Re-
ferring to Mr. Jones’ proposal, the
mayor called it “foolhardy” to think
that a capital budget of $1.8 million
to $1.9 million was feasible.

Earlier in the discussion, Coun-
cilman John Del Sordi, noting the
$1.61 million earmarked for police
and fire department purchases, said
that, when it comes to public safety,
“whatever the expense is, it is.” He
also expressed satisfaction with the
$250,000 being set aside for the
refurbishment to the historic Frazee
House. Deputy Mayor Rose
Checchio pointed favorably to the
$150,000 earmarked for improve-
ments to the public works facility,
calling the building “dangerous.”

www.goleader.com
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FAIRVIEW CEMETERY 

“Dedicated to provid-

ing compassionate 

care and dignified re-

sponsive service for 

its Owners and the 

Community ” Located 

in  Colonial Wes ield 

NJ, the Cemetery is 

in an area of natural 

beauty – rolling 

wooded hills sur-

rounding a tree lined 

pond, tastefully land-

scaped and expertly 

maintained.  

Beauty, Dignity and Peace 

Lots,  Graves, Niches & Mausoleums. 

Faithfully Serving the Public  

Since 1865 on 105 Acres 

Fairview Cemetery 

1100 East Broad Street 

Wes ield NJ 07090 

908 232 0781 

Fairviewcemetery1.com 

Non sectarian     No Sales Sta   

“A Last Memorial, A Fitting Tribute” 

Kasich, Lance Get GOP
Line In Union County

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION — Union County Repub-
licans last Wednesday gave the party
line for president on the June 7 Pri-
mary ballot to Ohio Governor John
Kasich after he narrowly defeated
Donald Trump, 111 to 97, in the
second round of voting. The 220 or
so delegates also supported four-
term Rep. Leonard Lance in the 7th
District and three freeholder candi-
dates.

As no Presidential candidate re-
ceived 50 percent of the vote plus
one on the first ballot, as required
under convention rules, the vote
went to a second ballot. In the first
round, Mr. Kasich received 96 tal-
lies to Mr. Trump’s 88 votes. Texas
Senator Ted Cruz received 38 votes,
and was eliminated as he finished in
third place. GOP rules call for a
runoff between the top two vote-
getters when a second ballot is re-
quired.

Mr. Lance was given the Union
County GOP line over his oppo-
nents, David Larsen, running for the
Congressional seat for the fourth
consecutive time, and Craig Heard,
president and chief executive officer
at Gateway Outdoor Advertising. Mr.
Larsen founded his own construc-
tion and home improvement com-
pany while in college and 30 years
ago consolidated that business with
his father’s business, Larsen Win-
dows and Doors.

Mr. Larsen said when unfunded
mandates are included, the national
debt is $126 trillion.

“When is it that we will say enough
is enough,” he said. He said different
people need to be sent to Congress.

Mr. Heard said as a businessman he
wants to go to Washington “to make a
difference.” Mr. Lance added, “We
have to defeat Hillary Clinton for
president in 2016.” He also said it
was important to return a Republican
majority in the House and Senate.

Mr. Lance received 129 votes,
Mr. Larsen had 24 and Mr. Heard
had 15.

The 7th District encompasses most
of Union County including Westfield,
Garwood, Mountainside and
Cranford, as well as parts of
Hunterdon, Morris, Somerset and
Warren Counties.

David Pinckney of Irvington, who
previously ran for State Assembly in
the 28th Legislative District in 2015,
and Steve Uccio of East Windsor,
were endorsed to run in the 10th and
12th Congressional Districts, respec-
tively. Mr. Uccio ran for the State
Legislature in 2013 and Mercer
County Freeholder in 2014 as a Lib-
ertarian.

Mr. Uccio is a wholesaler who dis-
tributes meat and cheese in New York
City. He called incumbent Democratic
District 12 Rep. Bonnie Watson
Coleman a “rubber stamp” who does
what she is told by party leaders. He
complained about “gerrymandering”
that occurred in the district during
redistricting following the 2010 U.S.
Census.

The 12th District, which was redis-
tricted following the 2010 Census,
includes Fanwood and part of Scotch
Plains. The 10th District includes
Hillside, Linden, Roselle, Riselle
Park, Rahway, and Union. The in-
cumbent is Democratic Rep. Donald
Payne Jr. of Newark.

Delegates also supported attorney
and former financial planner Glenn
Gelband of Mountainside, Stephens
Institute of Technology engineering
student Justin Berzosa of Union, and
Joseph Aubourg of Roselle, who ran
for county clerk last year, for seats on
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders.

Mr. Aubourg has been a produc-
tion assistant for the Tribeca Film
Festival and a researcher for Black
Entertainment Television. He has a
master’s degree in strategic com-
munication from Seton Hall Uni-
versity. Democrats have held a 9-0
majority on the freeholder board
for 19 years.

A breakdown of delegates showed
among local towns, Westfield had 36
delegates, Scotch Plains 23, Fanwood
0, Mountainside 15, Garwood eight,
and Cranford 10.

Before you commit to a
pool membership for this summer...

visit Shackamaxon Country Club!

Join in the
Celebration!

Come See For Yourself

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, April 23rd

4:00pm - 7:00pm
Tours, music, refreshments & more!

SHACKAMAXON COUNTRY CLUB
100 Tillinghast Turn � Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 � 908.233.1300 � Shackamaxoncc.com

The new swim complex at Shackamaxon Country Club
offers members amenities unlike any other in the area:
• A state-of-the-art resort style facility
• Separate adult area with swim up Tiki Bar, private cabanas, towel service, lockers
• Kiddie pool, children’s activities, swim lessons
• An elite fitness program with personal trainers, aqua fitness and more for

adults & children
• Fine and casual dining in a country club setting
• 18-holes of spectacular golf designed by A.W. Tillinghast 
• Year-round member events
• Business memberships with concierge service, meeting rooms and private

indoor & poolside events
• Limited memberships for individuals, families, and businesses available for 2016

For more information call
908.233.1300 or visit our website at Shackamaxoncc.com.

GOP FREEHOLDER SLATE...Union County Republican Freeholder candidates
Joseph Aubourg, left, Glenn Gelband, third from left, and Justin Verzosa, right,
stand with Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) after they were selected to run for the county
freeholder  board in the June 7th Primary. They will appear on election ballots on
the county GOP organization line with Mr. Lance and Presidential candidate John
Kasich after they were both elected by GOP  Republican Committee members at the
party’s convention last week at Kean University in Union.

NJAC Reviews Goals
In Support of Counties
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — A representative of the
New Jersey Association of Counties
(NJAC)  reviewed some of the
organization’s legislative goals for county
freeholders at last Thursday’s meeting.

John Donnadio, executive director
of NJAC, said NJAC is looking for
counties to support proposed state
legislation for additional funding to
cover costs associated with the state’s
new bail and trial reform law.

He said there are additional “sig-
nificant” costs on counties for staff-
ing, capital and operational expenses
as result of criminal justice reform.
The organization is seeking support
for A-3491, legislation to establish a
“County Government Criminal Jus-
tice Reform Administration Fund”
which would be supported by in-
creased civil and criminal court fees
to generate $21 million — $1 million
for each New Jersey county.

Among other legislative goals for
NJAC is for counties to pay their bills
electronically. He said this would
“streamline the bill-paying process.”
Legislation S-2033 would authorize
counties, municipalities and school
districts to pay their bills by using
electronic fund technologies such as
wire transfers, electronic fund trans-
fers (EFT) and Automated Clearing
House (ACH) payments.

He also said NJAC is seeking ad-
ditional local aid allocations for
county transportation projects. He
said counties receive $100 million
in aid from state’s Transportation
Trust Fund, about 6.5 percent of the
total annual transportation funding.

Mr. Donnadio is asking counties to
pass resolutions urging state lawmak-
ers to oppose bills that would merge
county and municipal pension funds
with state pensions whereby local pen-
sions would help subsidize state pen-
sions. He said it is correct to say state
pensions are “broke” and “insolvent,”
but local government pensions are not
in financial trouble as they are funded
through local property taxes.

State pensions cover teachers, state
police and state employees, while
local pension systems cover local law-
enforcement employees, municipal
and county employees.

John Bury of Kenilworth called it
“absolutely bizarre” and “ridiculous”
to say local pension funds are not
under funded. “Basically what it
comes down to is that the actuaries
are lying,” he told the board.

Mr. Bury said he believes local
pension funds “are probably” 25 to

50 percent funded. He said the New
Jersey state judges pension fund “will
run out of money in 2021,” according
to Government Accounting and Stan-
dards Board he cited.

“New Jersey is much, much worse
than Detroit ever was,” he said, speak-
ing of the city that filed for bank-
ruptcy in 2013.

Freeholder Chairman Bruce Bergen
responded by saying New Jersey’s
pension system is in “different pieces.”

“The municipalities and the coun-
ties are separate and apart from any of
the state pension funds,” Mr. Bergen
said. “Counties and municipalities
have made their contributions to their
respective pension funds on a regular
basis on a yearly basis and have kept
up to date. It is the state employees
who have not had the contributions
by the state government made on a
regular basis.”

He added that the fact that the state
pension system “may be in danger of
failing does not mean and won’t af-
fect the local pensions of county and
local government employees.”

In other business, in recognition of
Community Development Week, sev-
eral organizations that receive Com-
munity Development Block Grant  fund-
ing thanked the board for supporting
their projects. The federal program is
run by the Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD) which
passes grants to states which, in turn,
send the funds to counties to disperse
for projects in such areas as neighbor-
hood revitalization, economic devel-
opment, social service programs and
improvements to community facilities.
Among those groups at Thursday’s
meeting were the Plainfield Housing
Authority; Gateway YMCA (formerly
the YMCA of Eastern Union County);
Summit-based Family Promise of
Union County, a homeless shelter pro-
gram; Roselle Park Senior Center; and
the Neighborhood Health Organiza-
tion of Plainfield.

During the public portion of the meet-
ing, Michael Wattick of Summit ques-
tioned the board as to whether there has
been any discussion or study by the
county “on the pros and cons of redis-
tricting the county” the cuurrent at-
large freeholder board. He said the
western portion of the county “seems
to be perpetually under represented”
on the board. Mr. Bergen said Summit
was represented in the 1990s by Frank
Lehr, a Republican.

“I, for one, do not believe that
districts [are] worthwhile. As far as I
know there is no movement in that
direction,” Mr. Bergen said.

Kennedy: Christie Should
Act On AC Plan

Dooley, Lucas Seek Seats
On Township Committee

CRANFORD – Ann Dooley and
James Kent Lucas will be the Demo-
cratic candidates for Cranford Town-
ship Committee. If elected, they would
join Democrats Tom Hannen, Jr. and
Patrick Giblin on the Committee.

“We can’t wait to get out and speak
directly to Cranford residents,” Ms.
Dooley said. “We want to hear what
people have to say about the future of
Cranford, and we want to share some
of our ideas.”

A lifelong Cranford resident, Ms.
Dooley graduated from the College
of the Holy Cross and New York Law
School. She has practiced law for
over two decades with a focus on
public construction contracts, insur-
ance and litigation. She took a brief
hiatus from the law to open Southside
Roast on Centennial Avenue, and then
returned to the insurance industry.

Ms. Dooley has coached in the
Cranford recreation leagues and on
the high school level and has man-
aged facilities and swim teams at the
Cranford public pools and the
Cranford Swim Club. She lives with
her husband and son on Severin Court.

Mr. Lucas has been a member of
the Cranford First Aid Squad for eight
years and is currently captain. He is a
New Jersey paramedic, EMT and CPR
instructor.

With a degree in computer science
from Oklahoma State University, Mr.
Lucas has worked in information tech-
nology for three decades. He is cur-
rently a UNIX Systems architect for

Bed Bath & Beyond at their Union
corporate headquarters and before
that worked at Boeing and Sun
Microsystems.

Kent and his wife Sue (Thome) Lucas,
who grew up in Cranford, live on Beech
Street. “Ann and Kent bring years of
experience professionally and as long-
time residents who have been active in
the community,” Commissioner
Hannen said. “They will be great addi-
tions to the township committee.”

“I’m impressed by Ann and Kent’s
dedication to making Cranford a bet-
ter community and I look forward to
working with them,” Commissioner
Giblin said.

TRENTON – Assemblyman James
J. Kennedy (D-22nd, Rahway) has
urged Governor Chris Christie to use
the tools at his disposal or work with
the state Assembly on a compromise
as Atlantic City inches closer to run-
ning out of cash: “With Atlantic City
just a week away from running out of
cash, this is no time for propagating
falsehoods. What matters are the facts
at hand right now – the Governor
already has a host of tools at his
disposal to start mitigating disaster.

“Instead, he’s chosen to dig in his
heels and insist that the Legislature
hand him the sweeping authority to

dissolve all of Atlantic City’s assets,
do away with collective bargaining
rights and ultimately disenfranchise
tens of thousands of people.

“This falls in line with the ‘my way
or the highway’ pattern we’ve seen
throughout his tenure, which has
earned New Jersey a record number
of credit rating downgrades and the
highest poverty rate in roughly 50
years. Clearly, this is not the right
approach. I stand with (assembly)
Speaker (Vincent) Prieto in urging
the Governor to act or come to the
table and listen to new ideas before
it’s too late,” Mr. Kennedy said.
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  HOURS: MONDAY - SATURDAY 9 TO 9 
SUNDAY 12 TO 6

EFFECTIVE THRU APRIL 20, 2016 

Stew Leonard’s Wines & Spirits 
Independently owned and operated.  

Not a cooperative buying group and not 
part of the Stew Leonard’s food chain.

SPRINGFIELD, NJ 
901 MOUNTAIN AVENUE 

908-379-2930
We’re between Route 22 and Mountain 
Ave. in Echo Plaza, next to Outback.  

Only 4 miles west of the Garden State 
Parkway and three miles south of I-78. 

SIGN-UP&  SAVE
with our weekly emails 

Y
about SPECIALS, Celebrity Tastings

and Special Events!

go to...  StewsWines.com

ZACCAGNINI Montepulciano..................  SALE $11.38 
CUPCAKE Sauvignon Blanc ...................  SALE $8.18
APOTHIC Red .........................................  SALE $9.38
TOASTED HEAD Chardonnay ................  SALE $7.98
J LOHR Cabernet Sauvignon ..................  SALE $13.08
SANTA MARGHERITA Pinot Grigio ........  SALE $20.18
KENDALL JACKSON  

Vintners Chardonnay ...............................  SALE $12.18
MEIOMI Pinot Noir ...................................  SALE $19.99
SONOMA CUTRER Chardonnay ............  SALE $19.28
JOSH Cabernet Sauvignon .....................  SALE $12.18
BOGLE Merlot .........................................  SALE $6.98
SIMI Chardonnay .....................................  SALE $12.18 
CAVIT Pinot Grigio 1.5L ..........................  SALE $13.18
BERINGER White Zinfandel 1.5L ............  SALE $8.58
BAREFOOT All Varietals 1.5L .................  SALE $10.48 

COORS Light 30 pk cans ............. $21.10 
CORONA/Corona Light   
Loose bottles ............................... $26.10 

HEINEKEN Loose bottles ............$26.10
YUENGLING Loose bottles .......... $17.49
BUD/BUD Light 30 pk cans .......... $21.10 

LANDSHARK 12 pk bottles .......... $11.99

FOUNDERS All Day IPA 15 pk cans .... $16.99
STELLA ARTOIS 12 pk bottles ......... $13.99 
SAM ADAMS Summer Ale 12 pk bottles $15.99 
LEINENKUGEL Summer Shandy  
6 pk bottles ...................................... $9.99
GUINNESS DRAUGHT  4 pk cans ...... $6.49
NEW BELGIUM FAT TIRE 6 pk btls  ... $8.99
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JMK BMW

Great Selections
UNDER $10   

SVEDKA Vodka 1.75Lt .............. SALE $19.29
DEWAR’S 1.75Lt ....................... SALE $32.09
BACARDI 1.75Lt ....................... SALE $19.19
JOHNNIE WALKER  
Black 1.75Lt ............................. SALE $59.09
KETEL ONE Vodka 1.75Lt ......... SALE $39.00 
CAPTAIN MORGAN 1.75Lt ........ SALE $25.09
TANQUERAY Gin 1.75Lt ............ SALE $37.99
RUM CHATA 750ml ................... SALE $19.99
PATRON Silver 750ml ............... SALE $39.09

Try These HIDDEN GEMS

SAVE on 

WINES  
You   

     Love!
CUVEE LIONS D’OR Blanc  .................... $7.98 Save $2 
LOS CABALLOS All varietals 750ml  ...........  $3.98 save $1
MININI Pinot Grigio  .................................. $9.98 Save $2 
DON LEONARDO Cabernet Sauvignon  . $8.98 save $2
LES DOMANIALES Rose D’Anjou  ......... $9.98 Save $3
CAFE DU MIDI Sauvignon Blanc  ...........  $8.98 save $2
FEUDO DEI VENTI Cabernet Sauvignon   $7.98 save $2
KIMBERLY RIVER Chardonnay ..............  $7.98 save $4 

S P R I N G F I E L D

FREE
Daily Wine

Tastings!

SAVE BIG on BEER

# 1 WINE RETAILER 
in the COUNTRY

Follow
us on...

SAVE BIG on LIQUOR

KOSHER
 for  Passover

BARTENURA Moscato  

750ml ..........  $10.58  
MANISCHEWITZ Concord 

750ml ............ $3.98
1.5L  ..............  $7.48
BARKAN CLASSIC  
All Varietals  

750ml  ...........$8.98

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Kasich, Franks Were Friends
While Serving in Congress

Ohio Governor John Kasich was
given the Union County Republican
organizational line last week. It was
noted that he and the late Rep. Bob
Franks were close friends as their
Congressional offices were located
across the hall from each other.

It was also noted that Fran Franks,
Bob Franks widow, was running in the
June Primary as a delegate for Mr. Kasich
at the Republican National Convention.

Senator Cruz Wife, Heidi,
Cancels New Jersey Appearances

Heidi Cruz, the wife of Republican
Presidential candidate Ted Cruz, post-
poned New Jersey appearances, in-
cluding a fundraiser in Morris County
scheduled for last Wednesday and sev-
eral campaign events across the state.

She plans to come back to New Jer-
sey after Wisconsin’s April 5 primary.

Middlesex GOP Backs Trump
For President, Uccio in 12th

The Middlesex County Republi-
can Organization has endorsed
Donald Trump in a  non-binding Presi-
dential Straw Poll with 90 votes to
John Kasich’s 38 and Ted Cruz’s 30,
savejersey.com has reported.

Mr. Trump has the backing of the
Atlantic, Bergen, Mercer, Middlesex,
and Passaic organizations.

The website reported in the 12th
Congressional District, Steven J.
Uccio, who recently won the backing
of the Mercer and Union County GOP
committees, defeated Robert Shapiro,
43 to 18, to win the Middlesex County
GOP support.
Larsen Believes ‘Establishment’

May Be behind Heard Candidacy
Seventh Congressional District

Republican candidate David Larsen
has said he believes the GOP estab-
lishment may be behind the candi-
dacy of Craig Heard as a third candi-
date in the race.

While it would appear both candi-
dates are seeking to unseat four-term
Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th), Mr.
Larsen said in a statement obtained
by savejersey.com, “It is unfortunate,
however, that Mr. Heard would enter
into the Congressional race at such a
late juncture. His actions are either
one of a neophyte, or possibly a more
sinister one of being a ‘straw candi-
date’ of the establishment, attempting
to redirect votes from our campaign
to limit the damage to Rep. Lance.”

According to data from the New
Jersey Division of Elections website,

Mr. Larsen came within 2,592 votes of
defeating Mr. Lance out of 29,000
votes cast in the June 2014 GOP Pri-
mary Election. Mr. Lance won, 15,900
to 13,308 and went on defeat Janice
Kovach in the General Election.

Christie Won’t Sign Rescue
Package for Atlantic City

With Atlantic City expected to run out
of money tomorrow (April 8th), The
Atlantic City Press is reporting that Gov-
ernor Chris Christie has said he will not
sign a financial rescue package or give
the city a short-term state loan without
passage of the takeover legislation. As-
sembly Speaker Vincent Prieto (D) has
refused to post the bill for a vote.

According to the New York Daily
News, Gov. Christie has said  the state
will not bail out the nearly bankrupt
Atlantic City. “This is uncharted ter-
ritory,” Mr. Christie said during an
interview on Atlantic City radio host
Harry Hurley’s talk show. “I want to
avoid it. But I tell you what we’re not
going to do. We’re not writing a blank
check to the government.”

Blumenstock, Lazarow
Running In Garwood

DELIVERING MEALS...Meals on Wheels volunteer and SAGE Eldercare Board
member John Hoffman of Chatham, left, and Mountainside Mayor Paul Mirabelli,
right, delivered meals to older adults in Mountainside on March 30. They
participated in celebrating SAGE Meals on Wheels 50th Anniversary and Meals
on Wheels America’s “March For Meals” campaign, which is coordinated by
SAGE Eldercare in Summit.  On a daily basis, SAGE volunteers deliver meals and
check in on approximately 120 older residents in parts of Union, Essex, and Morris
Counties.  For more information on the program, call (908) 273.5554 or visit
www.sageeldercare.org.

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Democratic Organization has an-
nounced that Jennifer Blumenstock
and Marc Lazarow have been se-
lected as candidates for council seats
in the upcoming 2016 primary and
general elections “as they bring a
fresh perspective and a commitment
to the Garwood community,” accord-
ing to a press release from the group.

Marc Lazarow is seeking his first
term as a councilman. Being a middle
school language arts teacher in the
Westfield School System since 2003
and a member of the National Coun-
cil For Teachers of English and the
New Jersey Education Association,
he is also the building representative
for the union at Edison Intermediate
School in Westfield. Mr. Lazarow has
resided in Garwood for the past seven
years with his husband, James, and is
a graduate of the College of New
Jersey at Ewing, and Kean University

in Union, having received several
academic honors, graduating in the
top 10 percent of his class.

Mr. Lazarow believes that, “being
an active collaborator with the teach-
ers, students, and parents of the
Westfield School District will allow
me to bring a patient and respectful
tone in working with all government
officials and residents to create a vi-
sion for a thriving Garwood that bal-
ances strategic growth while main-
taining our small town feel.”

Jennifer Blumenstock is also seek-
ing her first term as a councilwoman.
Ms. Blumenstock is actively involved
in the Garwood school system and
currently serves as vice-president of
Garwood’s Parent Teacher Associa-
tion (PTA). Born and raised in Clark,
she is a graduate of Arthur L. Johnson
High School, and graduated summa
cum laude from Rutgers University
with degrees in both political science
and journalism. Ms. Blumenstock later
returned to school earning her early-
childhood teaching certificate, going
on to teach in Paterson and Hoboken.

She and her husband, Andy, moved
from Hoboken to Garwood in 2009 to
raise their daughters, Lena and
Cecelia, in a small town that had a
strong sense of community. Ms.
Blumenstock shared that, “focusing
on our best-in-class services and re-
sponsible redevelopment, we can en-
sure that the Garwood of tomorrow is
one that current and future genera-
tions will proudly call home.” Like
Mr. Lazarow, she said she looks for-
ward to bringing a fresh perspective
and willingness to work together with
which to address the community’s
needs.

Garwood Democratic Chairman
Hugh Sinclair expressed his enthusi-
asm for this ticket in saying, “Ever
since I met Jen and Marc, I was thor-
oughly impressed. They are individu-
als of character that will bring com-
mon sense solutions to move Garwood
into an even brighter future.”

“As they begin their campaign, and
throughout the election season, the
Democratic team of Blumenstock and
Lazarow looks forward to meeting as
many of the residents as possible, and
is committed to providing accurate
information to the residents so they
can make an informed decision for
the future of the community we all
love,” according to the press release.

Green: Christie Should
Step Up And Lead on AC

TRENTON – Assemblyman Jerry
Green (D-22nd, Plainfield) issued the
following statement Friday regarding
Atlantic City:

“No matter how many charts and
graphs the Governor puts out, facts
are facts. Looking back on the history
of takeovers in New Jersey, it’s rea-
sonable to be concerned that infring-
ing upon the rights of working people
in Atlantic City ultimately would do
more harm than good.

“The better option would be for
Governor Christie to exercise the
authority he already has to fix this
problem. Why he hasn’t done so is a
mystery to everybody.

“The disrespect for (Assembly)
Speaker (Vincent) Prieto is beneath
the office of the Governor. The
Speaker has made it clear that he
wants to engage in a conversation
that produces a workable compro-
mise, and he’s been shut down by the
Governor at every turn. Even U.S.
Government 101 students know that
there are two independent houses of
the legislature. It’s time for the Gov-
ernor to step up, acknowledge that
basic fact and work with Speaker
Prieto to save Atlantic City. There’s
no excuse for this lack of leadership
in the midst of a serious crisis.”

County Hosting Domestic
Violence Symposium Today
COUNTY — The third annual

Union County C.A.R.E.S. (Com-
munity, Action, Response, Educa-
tion, and Safety) Domestic Violence
Symposium will take place today,
April 7 at Kean University’s STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics) Center in Union
Township, acting Union County
Prosecutor Grace H. Park and
YWCA Union County Executive
Director Janice C. Lilien jointly
have announced. The event begins
at 8:30 a.m.

The Symposium is being sponsored
by the Union County Prosecutor’s
Office, YWCA Union County, Kean
University, the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders, the Elizabeth-
based Family and Children’s Services,
Iris House, and Trinitas Regional
Medical Center. The agenda features
more than a dozen speakers focusing
on the central topic of the “5 W’s of
Domestic Violence: Who, What,
Where, When, and Why.” The
Symposium’s keynote address will
be delivered by Denair Huggins, an
author, motivational speaker, and fam-
ily violence prevention advocate who
will discuss her own personal experi-
ences as a survivor of domestic vio-
lence.

A total of 11 panelists from fields
ranging from law enforcement to
medicine to social services and more
will answer questions from modera-
tors. Closing out the Symposium will
be remarks delivered by the sister of
a victim of domestic violence who
died as a result of abuse, the co-
executive director of a New York
City-based nonprofit dedicated to
ending family violence, and the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office Victim/
Witness Coordinator.

In  recent years the prosecutor’s
office has revamped and expanded
the role of its Domestic Violence
Unit, which today remains centrally
involved in planning the 2017
launch of the Union County Family
Justice Center in the currently-un-
der-construction Family Court-
house.

 “Domestic violence prevention has
been a cornerstone of my administra-
tion from the day I took office nearly
three years ago, and we are pleased to
again participate in an event intended
to spread the word about the scope
and the seriousness of the issue,” act-
ing Prosecutor Grace Park said.

For more information or to register
to attend the Symposium, visit Union
CountyCARES.eventbrite.com.

Fire Capt. Accused of
Impersonating Cop

COUNTY — A Newark Fire De-
partment captain has been accused of
impersonating a law enforcement of-
ficer during two separate incidents
that took place on the same day in
November 2014, acting Union County
Prosecutor Grace H. Park has an-
nounced.

Anthony Graves, 47, of Newark
was charged with two counts of fourth-
degree impersonation of a law en-
forcement officer. On both the after-
noon and evening of November 30,
2014, Graves conducted two motor
vehicle stops, one in Hillside and the
other in Newark, according to an in-
vestigation by the Prosecutor’s
Office’s Special Prosecutions Unit.
Graves activated the emergency lights
in his fire department vehicle and
verbally questioned both motorists,
but did not issue any summonses, nor
did he attempt to make any arrests.

In order to avoid any potential real
or perceived conflict of interest, the
investigation into this matter was
transferred from the Essex County
Prosecutor’s Office to the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office by the
New Jersey Office of the Attorney
General. The Special Prosecutions
Unit’s investigation confirmed that
Graves was not working in any offi-
cial capacity at the time of either stop.

Last week, Graves was served both
summonses through his attorney.
Convictions on fourth-degree charges
can result in penalties ranging from
probation to 18 months in state prison.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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Thank You Westfield Police For Hard
Work, Professionalism, and Concern

My Travel Plans to Brussels Airport
And to the Train Station

I write to express my appreciation
to the Westfield Police Force. Sev-
eral weeks ago my house was broken
into while I was out during a two-hour
window in the middle of the day.
They broke in through a back win-
dow and took my computer, external
hard drive, cash, backpack, and other
miscellaneous items, and tracked mud
through the house.

Before I had hung up with the dis-
patcher, an officer was already com-
ing up my front walk. While nothing
has been located or returned (I really

did not expect it to be), the police
could not have been more attentive or
determined. I even spent the better
part of one evening at the police sta-
tion sitting with a detective at his
computer trying to find mine. I expect
that if my stolen items had been re-
covered, the police would have been
as pleased as I.

So I thank them for their hard work,
professionalism, and concern.

The Rev. David C. Mertz, Pastor
First United Methodist Church

Westfield

I do not do any travel for the com-
pany and if my memory serves me
correctly, the last time I traveled to
Europe for company business was
back in 1990. At the close of business
on Friday, March 18, 2016 I received
a call from the company telling me
that a co-worker who was in Europe
had to leave as he had a family vaca-
tion planned — and they asked me if
I would go over to Belgium to assist
with a few things.

I was to fly to Belgium and report
to our Antwerp office. They said that
the people in the Antwerp office were
going to be in Germany on Monday
and that I should plan to fly on Mon-
day to arrive into Brussels on Tues-
day morning. The office in Antwerp
told me that once off the plane in
Brussels that I should take the train to
Antwerp.

About an hour later I received an e-
mail informing me that it would be
better for me to have the extra time to
adjust and that I should fly out on
Sunday to arrive into Brussels on
Monday. I contacted the office and
told them that I was unfamiliar with
the train station and system and asked
if someone could pick me up.

Antwerp was about  30 minutes
away from Brussels. Perhaps a
‘Guardian Angel’ was watching over
me because had the original plan
stayed in motion, I would have been
in the Brussels Airport at the exact

time the terrorist bombs went off.
When I arrived on Monday morn-

ing I was transported to our office in
Antwerp and on Tuesday morning the
world heard the news about the bomb-
ings, both at the airport and train
station. The rest of the week was a
wait-and-see and finally it was de-
cided that I should go to Croatia. I
was in Belgium for eight days and on
the ninth day I went over to the
Antwerp Central Train Station and
took the high-speed train to
Amsterdam. Once in Amsterdam I
took Croatia Air and landed in Zagreb
on Tuesday (March 29) in the after-
noon. Someone from the company
was there to meet me and we drove  to
the City of Rijeka where I registered
into a hotel and where I still am pres-
ently.

As it’s a day-to-day work in
progress, I think I will be in Rijeka for
about a week’s time, but again, things
can change at a moments notice. From
the on-set they told me to be prepared
to stay in Europe for about three weeks
time, subject to change of course.

I did contact the Office of Con-
gressman Leonard Lance and in-
formed them of my situation while I
was in Belgium and they registered
me with the Embassy in Belgium as
well as the Embassy in Croatia.

Gary Whyte
Mountainside

Proposal Is Flawed As Zoning Changes
Are At The Expense Of Residents

Scotch Plains Mayor Pleased With
Revisions to Unsightly Gas Meters

I am pleased to announce that most
if not all of the unsightly new exterior
high pressure gas meters and piping
installed on Park Avenue properties
will be relocated to the interior of the
buildings. What is expected to re-
main on the exterior is an air vent the
size of a water spigot. Upon seeing
what had been recently installed, I
immediately contacted Elizabethtown
Gas Co. government affairs staff, ad-
vising them that these installations
had negatively impacted our current
plans and goals for upgrading and
improving the general appearance of
our downtown.

After making them aware of my
concerns, they promised to promptly

review the matter with their engineer-
ing staff in an effort to find a
workaround solution that could satis-
factorily resolve the concerns many
within the community and I had. I am
extremely happy with the company’s
prompt and professional response and
want to thank them personally for
keeping their promise to me, and for
their civic-minded response to our
community.

A timetable for the relocation is in
the works, so we can all be very
pleased that we were able to resolve
this problem with a sensible solution.

Mayor Kevin Glover
Scotch Plains

On the heals of the Wawa and gas
station proposal that was defeated
comes a new proposal for a 24-hour
7-11and gas station on North Avenue
at the Hetfield Bridge location. In a
town with more gas stations than most
if not all of the adjoining towns, Scotch
Plains demographics must endure
another onslaught of gas deliveries,
cars and trucks — (yes, even a diesel
pump) starting up and revving en-
gines and munchie addicts who can’t
make it a block and a half away to the
7-11 on South Avenue.

More traffic will be entering the
area at all hours of the day and there
is a proposal by the owners to make
left-hand turns onto Hetfield which is
highly dangerous at any hour of the
day — or leave it up to the drivers to
figure that the only safe exit is the east
exit onto North Ave. — thus increas-
ing the noise and traffic acceleration
in front of residential homes.

Crestwood Road, which is oppo-
site Hetfield, will also see increased
traffic adding to the burden of resi-
dents living on one of the most dan-
gerous streets due to traffic flow,
signage errors and design errors. Plus,
fuel deliveries will not be regulated
from one direction as the company

implied because fuel drivers will
choose to enter the property in the
safest way possible and for ease of
access to the tanks from the opposite
direction — and thus exiting through
the entrance on the west side of the
property.

This property is in a R3 residential
zone so the owners are proposing
various variances to change it at the
expense of residents. The proposal is
flawed allowing the wooded buffer
zone that exists now to be cut back to
just a few feet from the home with a
six-foot privacy fence to be installed
that can’t possibly stop the increased
light from the property — and car
headlights, noise from cars/trucks
starting up and problem shopper
idling.

The zoning board needs to visit this
site to see the real problem and dan-
gers that exist and will increase if the
plan to build this station is approved.

My suggestion is that the town zon-
ing board talk to the town council
about putting COAH required hous-
ing on this property to meet the court-
mandated housing number that the
town attorney would not disclose at a
prior council meeting when asked by a
resident — even though it is a public
record and the town manager was
aware of at the time, but kept silent
because a local charitable organiza-
tion handed him a copy of the public
record prior to that meeting which has
us on the hook for a very, very large
amount of low cost housing units.

Bob Fox
Scotch Plains

First Pitch Has Been
Thrown, Spring is Here

Many wait for the cherry blossoms. Others look
for the sight of the first robin. For some of us, though,
we can’t call it spring until we hear the words: “Play
Ball!”

Be it Little League or the major leagues, whether
playing or just watching, baseball is a uniquely
American rite of spring that lets us know the seasons
have changed.

Other countries and cultures play baseball, but we
exported it to them. No other sport is as lionized in
poetry (such as Ernest Thayer’s Casey at the Bat),
song (such as John Fogarty’s Centerfield) or film
(IMDb’s database lists more than 100 — including
one that goes back to 1898) as baseball.

Most consider Major League Baseball’s Opening
Day as the official start to the season. That occurred
Sunday with three games, including the Mets’ 4-3
loss to Kansas City.

The rest of the teams started earlier this week.
Football has overtaken baseball as the most popu-

lar spectator sport, and for kids, basketball is the
biggest sport for participation.

But baseball, with its ubiquitous cap, is virtually

everywhere.
To give one a sense of how baseball influences

American culture, consider how often we use its
terminology in everyday conversation, such as “He
‘struck out’ trying to ‘pitch’ his plan”; “He didn’t get
to ‘first base’ with it”; or even “He’ll ‘pinch hit’ for
him at the meeting.”

Lucy van Pelt may be remembered for pulling the
football away from Charlie Brown, but the whole
Peanuts gang plays baseball — including that sharp
fielding shortstop Snoopy.

And when confusion reigns in any discussion,
somebody has to sound like Lou Costello: “Who’s
on first?”

The threat of sleet may have postponed the Yan-
kees home opener on Monday, but baseball promises
the advent of warmer weather. Football conjures
images of snow, mud and cold. Baseball has the aura
of bright sunshine and green grass.

Take me out to the ballgame. Take me out with the
crowd.

Six months of hot dogs, peanuts and cracker jack.
Put me in, coach…I’m ready to play.

Campaigns Need to Emphasize
Issues Over Tabloid-Style Tactics

The terrorist attack in Belgium a little more than
two weeks ago, and mere months after Paris was
targeted, reminded us devastatingly anew
the threat that ISIL and like-minded groups
pose to nations on a global scale. These
events, coupled with multiple other chal-
lenges at home and abroad, also reaffirm the
importance of having the best-qualified in-
dividual ready to take the reins of the nation
come January 20, 2017.

It therefore remains troubling that some among
those running for President of the United States have
continued to contribute to the circus-like
atmosphere that has dominated much of the
current campaign season. Frankly, many of
the tactics and comments employed by vari-
ous contenders would not even be found
under the Big Top, but more likely middle-
school recess.

In recent weeks alone, candidates vying for the
Republican nomination have resorted to such “strate-
gies” as name-calling, inappropriately drawing spouses
into the fray, tabloid insinuations, even references to an
opponent’s anatomy. While the Democratic side has
overall generated less drama so far, tensions and accu-

sations have begun to rise on that front, too, as the
candidates scramble to rack up delegates in preparation

for the ever-nearing conventions.
The infiltration of innuendo, personal

jabs and controversy is, of course, noth-
ing new in American politics. From our
country’s early years presidents, and their
wives, were subject to it. However, with
the challenges we face both at home and
abroad — including the greatest threat to

national security since World War II and the Cold
War — we also cannot simply dismiss this type of

behavior as “politics as usual.”
Many states have already held their cau-

cuses or primaries, with more to come,
culminating with each party naming its
nominee for President. We hope in the
days, weeks and months ahead, and par-
ticularly once the two candidates are cho-

sen, that the negative and tawdry discourse will give
way to serious debate and discussion of the issues
paramount to the future of the nation and the world.
We cannot risk, or accept, anything less.

Has there ever been such a time that “None of the
above” appears to be the best choice?

Answers to last week’s arcane
words.

1. Zingaro – A gipsy
2. Hystricine – Resembling a porcu-

pine
3. Notonectal – Having the back be-

low in swimming, as certain insects
4. Remex – A large quill feather of a

bird’s wing

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SOUTER
1. Selection or appointment by lot
2. A shoemaker
3. A lady’s maid or maidservant, espe-

cially one involved in intrigue
4. The striking part of a flail

IATROLOGY
1. The study of prehistoric birds
2. The science of medicine
3. The study of the anatomy of fishes
4. The study of eye diseases and care

OEUVRES
1. Literary works
2. Eggs
3. A genus of dipterous insects whose

larvae infest the nasal passages of sheep;
a gadfly

4. A drink resembling mead, com-
posed of wine and honey, drunk by the
ancient Greeks

TERPSICHOREAN
1. A non web-spinning spider that

catches it prey by use of its swiftness
2. A traitor; turncoat
3. A dancer
4. Animals having strong, thick entire

shells, as oysters and clams

Presidential Primary
Impact, 7th Cong. Race

While all eyes are the presidential
primary campaign, on Monday can-
didates for Congress, county and
municipal positions officially filed
paperwork to run in New Jersey’s
Tuesday, June 7 Primary Election.
This marks the first time in decades
that the state will be a factor in choos-
ing who wins the nomination for presi-
dent as the Republican race is likely
to still be in play.

The interest on the Republican side
is a three-candidate race in Seventh
Congressional District. Four-term
incumbent Leonard Lance is being
challenged by David Larsen, making
his fourth consecutive appearance on
the primary ballot, and Craig Heard,
a newcomer. Mr. Larsen came within
2,600 votes of defeating Mr. Lance in
2014 among 29,000 votes cast in the
two-candidate race.

This race could be interesting as
having been given the Union County
Republican organization line, Mr.
Lance will appear on the same line in
the June primary with Presidential
candidate John Kasich who was given
the line by Union County Republi-
cans last week. Will it hurt him that he
will not be on the line with Donald
Trump or Ted Cruz? Only time will
tell. Whoever gets the line with Mr.
Trump, in our opinion, could benefit
as we expect the businessman and
former Apprentice television show
host to do well in New Jersey if not
win the state outright.

Although there is also a contested
Primary on the Democrat side in the
district (please see front-page story),
we don’t see this race as big news as
this is a strong Republican district
that has become more conservative
following redistricting after the 2010
U.S. Census.

There are no contested primary
races at the local level this year. This
fall the interest will be the mayor’s
and council races in Scotch Plains as
well council races in Cranford and
Garwood. Unfortunately, voters will
not have a selection in Mountainside
and Fanwood as no Democrats filed
for seats on the Mountainside Bor-
ough Council and, likewise, no Re-
publicans filed in Fanwood. (Please
see our front-page story on primary
candidate filings.)

While there is a contested primary
among Democrats for county free-
holder, we don’t expect much of a
challenge as freeholder incumbents
have won handily in recent primary
races. Ten candidates have filed for
seats on the board — seven Demo-
crats and three Republicans. But based
on past history as well as population
trends in the county, we can’t see a
GOP victory this year especially given
this is a presidential election year.

Commentary

See more letters on page 5
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The Bystander Effect: Apathy Is A
Psychological Phenomenon

Kitty Genovese 140 times — The
victims were children, many with spe-
cial needs — Similarities to the trag-
edy in New Jersey in 2004, when
three young boys were being starved
and eating plaster to survive, are chill-
ing. Again, neighbors now report see-
ing children foraging in garbage for
food, standing at the end of the drive-
way in cold weather. One victim filed
a complaint in 1998. The foster place-
ments by St. Christopher Otillie and
the NYC Administration for Children
Services in the home of Gonzales-
Mugaburu did not stop.

Two decades, 20 years of horrific
abuse to young foster children con-
tinued without interference or action
from the officials charged with pro-
tecting children, or a religious non-
profit, or the community, or the
schools, or even, apparently, the

ASPCA. Where was that village? No
heroics would have been necessary;
just common decency, as opposed to
depraved indifference. Bystander
apathy is a psychological phenom-
enon which operates in inverse pro-
portion to the number of bystanders.
“Someone else will call – someone
else will help.” For 140 defenseless
children, no one helped, no one inter-
vened. Where is our conscience, our
moral compass? If we are unable or
unwilling to protect the most vulner-
able among us, who are we? We need
to stand up, not stand by.

Of course, with good reason, many
Americans are frightened about ter-
rorists and refugees coming across
our borders. In Suffolk County, the
monster lived next door.

Linda Van Fossen
Cranford

EMS Volunteers Answer Hundreds Of
Thousands of Calls Annually

The attacks in Brussels and Paris
remind us of our own vulnerability to
another large-scale terrorist assault
on our soil. Such a strike surely would
further tax our already strained emer-
gency response system.

In times of crisis during the last
nine decades, New Jersey repeatedly
has turned to its army of EMS volun-
teers. Our predecessors answered “the
call” decades ago during the
Hindenburg and Morro Castle disas-
ters, as we did on 9/11 and for weeks
afterward, and through many devas-
tating storms, blizzards, floods and
other catastrophes. Undeniably, with-
out its EMS volunteers, New Jersey
could not adequately manage another

Superstorm Sandy or World Trade
Center-type event. Today, again, we
remain ready to respond.

 New Jersey’s EMS volunteers an-
swer hundreds of thousands of calls
annually in their communities. With
our growing elderly population and
increasing terrorism threat, EMS vol-
unteers have never been more rel-
evant or essential.

The 87-year-old nonprofit EMS
Council of New Jersey represents
20,000 volunteers affiliated with
nearly 300 squads. We’re always look-
ing for new members. To join or sup-
port us, visit production.njsfac.org/.

Joseph Walsh, Jr., President
EMS Council of New Jersey

TRIAL LAWYERS

Personal Injury &
 Auto Accidents

Est. 1984

Call Jon Bramnick
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

908-322-7000
Bramnick, Rodriquez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains  •  www.jonbramnick.com

908-482-8855

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home
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 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com
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Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

Talks Real EstateDAVID
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David Realty Group
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Sale By Owner (FSBOs), the lowest since 1981.    

     It is a misconception that buying or selling real estate 

without professional assistance saves money. Having 

trained professionals on your ‘team’ helps assure that 

you will receive the best representation and reap the ut-

most results for your efforts. Should you be considering a 

real estate transaction, contact us, and we will meet with 

from our successful history of helping buyers and sellers 

to achieve their real estate goals.

HINT: Surveys consistently show that sellers sell their 

homes more quickly and for more money when they are 

represented by real estate agents and brokers.

      Because the purchase or sale of real estate is one 

will make, it is important that the sale go smoothly at 

the right price. For these reasons and others, buy-

ers and sellers generally recognize that being repre-

sented by a real estate broker or agent helps ensure 

these and other favorable outcomes. According to 

Home Buyers and Sellers,” 87% of buyers recently 

purchased their homes through a real estate agent 

or broker, and a similar percentage of buyers would 

use their agent again or recommend their agent to 

others. Only 8% of recent home sales were For

Letters to the Editor

Union County Reveals
How To Report A Pothole

With the milder weather arriving,
potholes once again become the bane
of many commuters, but there are
resources you can use to report them
to the proper agency.

“The weather may change, but a
pothole lives on until it is repaired,”
said Freeholder Chairman Bruce
Bergen. “That’s why we certainly
encourage drivers and commuters to
report any pothole they encounter on
roads throughout Union County.”

County roads are identified by their
blue route signs, which include the
letters “CR” followed by a three-digit
number.

To report a pothole or any other
issue with a county road, use an online
form available through the Union
County Department of Public Works
and Facilities Management at
www.ucnj.org/pot-hole/

Persons without Internet access can
report potholes on Union County
roads by calling 908-789-3660.

For potholes on state highways,
call the New Jersey Department of
Transportation at 1-800-POTHOLE
or use the online form at
www.state.nj.us/transportation/com-
muter/potholeform.shtm

For local roads, contact the mu-
nicipality in which the road is lo-
cated. Website links for all 21 Union
County municipalities are available
through the County website,
www.ucnj.org/municipalities

To plan a commute around major
road projects that may disrupt traffic
patterns in Union County, visit the
“Road Construction Update” page at
www.ucnj.org/traffic

For all mass transit information,
visit Union County ConneXions at
www.ucnj.org/connect.

For all Union County programs
and services visit ucnj.org, call the
Public Info Line, 877-424-1234,
email info@ucnj.org or use the online
Contact Form.

Audit of Mountainside Storm Water
Management And State Compliance

To Bob Martin, NJDEP commis-
sioner: As you know the communities
along the Rahway River suffered sig-
nificant damage from Irene and past
storms. Over 400 homes had first floor
damages. Kitchens and living rooms
under water. The value of Lenape Park
in Westfield, Cranford and Kenilworth
has continued to be reduced as up-
stream development has been permit-
ted with limited consideration to re-
duction of storm water runoff.

I call your attention to several ac-
tions of the Mountainside, New Jer-
sey planning and zoning boards and
building department whether that
community is following state law. As
a good neighbor, in fact, they should
be exceeding the state standards be-
cause un-addressed runoff ends up in
the river which swells and causes
direct impact on communities like
Cranford and Kenilworth.

The Lowe’s Theatre on Route 22
was repaved with a sea of blacktop
that from inspection during storms
does not handle storm water well.
While this use was permitted many
years ago, how much was the repav-
ing project scrutinized prior to imple-
mentation? Has the property owner
complied with storm water manage-
ment conditions? In the past year, a
92-unit assisted living townhouse de-
velopment a block away from Lenape
Park and now a five-acre rezoning of
land along Route 22 will permit new
development, but in the process a
large number of trees and a pond will
be filled in.

Limited public information has

been made available on these projects.
These projects, while they go through
the local planning and zoning pro-
cess, portend to mitigate the drainage
issues they cause yet no one checks
whether even at the minimum there is
compliance. As you know the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers and the
New Jersey DEP will be putting for-
ward a regional flood mitigation plan
in a month or so which is expected to
provide significant benefits of lower
river water elevations. But all along it
has been known that development
(some would say over-development)
approvals such as put forward by
Mountainside have been done with
limited consideration about the un-
mitigated drainage.

I urge your office to conduct an
audit of the zoning application and
building permits of the Borough of
Mountainside. That there be a scru-
tiny of such approvals over the past
10 years to determine if there has
been compliance. Personally, I did
try to engage the leaders of
Mountainside to consider the serious
issues relating to storm water man-
agement only to get no response. My
request is not on behalf of any com-
munity. As you may know, I served
over 18 years on the Cranford gov-
erning board and four times as mayor.
But I don’t speak for the township.

This is my request, but I know there
are thousands of residents who un-
derstand the intention.

Dan Aschenbach
Cranford

Atlantic City Fails To Address
Its Large Budget Deficit

In case you missed it...
Atlantic City Rating Cut to Puerto

Rico’s Level by Moody’s – “Atlantic
City’s credit rating was downgraded
to the level of financially distressed
Puerto Rico by Moody’s Investors
Service, which said the political im-
passe over the New Jersey city’s res-
cue heightens the chance of bond-
holder losses and default.”
(Bloomberg News)

Atlantic City is days away from a
government shutdown – “The down-
grade to Caa3 reflects the greater
likelihood of default within the next
year and higher probability of signifi-
cant bondholder impairment given an
ongoing political stalemate over an
Atlantic City fiscal rescue package,”
said a release from Moody’s. (Busi-
ness Insider).

Moody’s downgrades AC’s debt,
citing ‘political stalemate’ – “The
downgrade in part reflects what
Moody’s called a “higher probability
of significant bondholder impair-
ment” given the political standoff, as
well as “renewed signals from the
state that bondholders will face losses
as part of a possible debt restructur-
ing.”

Moody’s said it expected bond-
holders to lose up to 35 percent of

principal, “in light of the city’s very
large structural deficit with limited
sources of relief without state assis-
tance.” (Philadelphia Inquirer)

Moody’s: Atlantic City faces big
trouble without state takeover – “A
Wall Street credit rating agency warned
in a report Wednesday that Atlantic
City could soon default on debt pay-
ments and face bankruptcy if New
Jersey lawmakers don’t pass a pair of
bills to help the city — including one
that would allow give the state sweep-
ing control of the local government.

Moody’s Investor Services released
the report a day before the state Leg-
islature begins considering the two
measures: the second of which would
allow casinos in the Jersey Shore
gambling resort town to make pay-
ments in lieu of taxes, known as the
PILOT bill.” (NJ.com)

Atlantic City credit rating further
downgraded, bondholders warned –
“Moody’s said the rating could be
further downgraded if the city fails to
address its large budget deficit, but
upgraded if legislation is adopted that
“meaningfully augments city revenues
and materially reduces the structural
budget deficit.”

“A bill to allow state officials to
take over Atlantic City government in
the name of fiscal remediation re-
mains stalled in the legislature.” (Press
of Atlantic City).

Senator Nilsa Cruz-Perez

Westfield Earth Day Plans
In honor of Earth Day, Mayor

Skibitsky, the Town Council, and the
Green Team have teamed up to plan
for the 5th Annual “Westfield Earth
Day” clean-up event at select loca-
tions around town on Saturday, April
30, 2016 from 10 a.m. to noon, with
a rain date of Sunday, May 1.

Volunteers who are willing to give
a little time to celebrate Earth Day in
this way are asked to bring a pair of
gloves (and a rake, if possible) to one
of the following locations where a
member of the Town Council or Green
Team will coordinate clean-up activi-
ties: Brightwood Park; Grove Street
at Grandview Avenue; Maryland Av-

enue at Grandview Avenue;
Mindowaskin Park (in partnership
with the Friends of Mindowaskin
Park).

Boy and Girl Scout troops in need
of fulfilling community service re-
quirements are welcome. (Minors
need to be supervised by a parent or
adult guardian.) Register by sending
your name and what location you
plan to help at via e-mail to
Mayor@westfieldnj.gov

This is requested so that we know
how many volunteers to anticipate,
but drop-ins will certainly be wel-
comed too! Thank you for celebrat-
ing Earth Day with us!

Teachers’ Union Calls On State
To Fund Atlantic City Schools

NJEA President Wendell Steinhauer
called on the state to ensure funding of
the city’s schools in order to protect the
children of Atlantic City from further
cuts.

“Atlantic City’s public school stu-
dents cannot afford to wait,” Mr.
Steinhauer said. “The need is immedi-
ate since without adequate funding, the
school district may be forced to close.
This is a scary situation for students and
their families, and the administration is
correctly acting to enforce the law.”

“The school district has been strug-
gling for more than a year as a result of
the city’s economic crisis,” said Mr.
Steinhauer. “In 2015, 225 school em-
ployees lost their jobs as a result of

inadequate funding. Class sizes have
skyrocketed in the district, resources
have dwindled, and vital student ser-
vices have been reduced or cut com-
pletely. Ultimately, the state is respon-
sible for ensuring that the school dis-
trict is able to finish the school year. We
have to work together to fix this prob-
lem and protect our students.”

“The members of the Atlantic City
Education Association and NJEA are
ready and willing to work with elected
officials to ensure that every child in
Atlantic City continues to have access
to a great public education, and we
hope that the governor and legislature
can agree on a plan to accomplish
this.”

Research 110 years
of Archives

www.goleader.com
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SAVOY FAIRE...The Light Opera of New Jersey’s “Savoy Faire” will be featured
this Saturday, April 9, at 2 p.m., at the Westfield Memorial Library. Additionally,
the Hudson Shakespeare Company’s production of Almost, Maine will be per-
formed at the library on Wednesday, April 13, at 7 p.m. The library is located at
550 East Broad Street.

Westfield Library to Present
Opera and Theater Events

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will present the
Light Opera of New Jersey’s “Sa-
voy Faire” this Saturday, April 9, at
2 p.m., and the Hudson Shakespeare
Company’s production of Almost,
Maine on Wednesday, April 13, at 7
p.m. The library is located at 550
East Broad Street.

The Light Opera of New Jersey
(LONJ), a premier operetta, opera
and musical theater company, was
founded in 1995 as Ridge Light
Opera. LONJ performs works from
composers such as Gilbert and
Sullivan, Mozart, Offenbach and
Romberg. Musical theater favorites,
such as My Fair Lady and Carou-
sel, and a wide variety of musical
concerts and cabarets, round out
the repertoire. The company in-
cludes professional singers as well
as highly-skilled amateur perform-
ers and an ensemble known for its
“wall of sound.”

“Savoy Faire” is a Gilbert and
Sullivan ensemble of featured art-
ists from LONJ who are focused on
community outreach. The primary

goal of “Savoy Faire” is to educate
and enlighten audiences of all ages
while providing top-notch entertain-
ment.

The Hudson Shakespeare
Company’s production of Almost,
Maine is set on a clear, moonless
night in the middle of winter, when
all is not quite what it seems in the
remote, mythical town of Almost,
Me.

As the northern lights hover in
the star-filled sky above, Almost’s
residents find themselves falling in
and out of love in unexpected and
often hilarious ways. Knees are
bruised. Hearts are broken. But the
bruises heal, and the hearts mend —
almost — in this delightful midwin-
ter night’s dream.

Founded in 1992, the Hudson
Shakespeare Company continues to
strive toward bringing the classics
and contemporary theater to a
myriad of locations and venues in
New Jersey and the greater Tri-State
area. Through these programs, the
company seeks to create innovative
and comfortable atmospheres for
all personnel — on stage and back
stage — and to provide broad cul-
tural and artistic exposure to audi-
ences. At the same time, the com-
pany has maintained a long tradi-
tion of giving first-time directors,
actors and technicians their “first
crack at the theater.”

These programs are free and open
to Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to libraries that
are part of the Middlesex Union
Reciprocal Agreement Libraries. In-
terested persons are encouraged to
check the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary website, wmlnj.org, to see if
their library participates. To regis-
ter for the programs, visit wmlnj.org
and click on the Online Calendar, or
call (908) 789-4090, option 0.

Spring Assembly to Feature
Robert Gleason as Lincoln

WESTFIELD — The six history
societies of Westfield will gather to-
gether for their annual Spring As-
sembly on Tuesday, April 19, at 7:30
p.m., when Robert Gleason will por-
tray President Abraham Lincoln. It
will take place at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, located at 140
Mountain Avenue, Westfield. The
public is welcome and there is no
admission fee.

The West Fields Chapter, Sons of
the American Revolution (SAR) will
be the host organization for this year’s
Spring Assembly. The six history so-
cieties are the West Fields SAR,
Westfield Daughters of the American
Revolution, the Westfield Historical
Society, Miller-Cory House Museum,
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield

and the Genealogical Society of the
West Fields. Refreshments will be
served.

In his portrayal of Abraham Lin-
coln, Mr. Gleason will talk about the
formative years of the United States’
16th President through his courtship
and marriage to Mary Todd; the be-
ginnings and development of his abo-
litionist viewpoint, and his first, al-
though not very successful, trip to
Congress. Discussion points will lay
out the causes leading up to the Civil
War, both societal and economic,
and the major events and turning
points within the war itself. Mr.
Gleason will expand upon how Lin-
coln raised himself up from his
humble beginnings to become the
man who managed to pass the Eman-
cipation Proclamation, to unite a
splintered nation, and to reaffirm
through his Gettysburg Address the
nation’s dedication to freedom, de-
mocracy and equality.

Since 1980, Mr. Gleason has pre-
sented programs in 21 states featur-
ing nearly 150 historical figures span-
ning over 2000 years of history. He
has performed at the White House
Visitor Center, The Smithsonian In-
stitution, Constitution Hall, George
Washington’s Mount Vernon, Ford’s
Theatre, Independence Hall, The
National Constitution Center, The
Union League of Philadelphia, Val-
ley Forge National Park, Federal Hall
in New York City, numerous historic
sites, and at many schools, libraries
and other public and private venues.
He lives near Lansdale, Pa. with his
wife of 35 years, and a large stock of
costumes, props and books.

PRESIDENTIAL...Robert Gleason,
pictured as Abraham Lincoln, will por-
tray the 16th President on Tuesday,
April 19, when Westfield’s six history
societies hold their annual Spring As-
sembly at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, beginning at 7:30 p.m.

Library to Commemorate
Shakespeare With Events

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library invites members
of the community to join the library in
marking the 400th anniversary of Wil-
liam Shakespeare’s death this year with
special programs planned throughout
the month of April.

A “Shakespeare Slam” will take
place on Wednesday, April 13, at 5
p.m. Attendees are invited to bring
their favorite soliloquy, sonnet or
scene to perform or to use one se-
lected by the library. All participants
will receive a small prize.

Participants also will be invited to
stay for a staged radio play that
evening at 6:30 p.m. Raconteur Ra-
dio will present their immersive take
on Shakespeare’s Macbeth. The per-
formance will feature theatrical light-
ing, period costumes, Golden Age
radio equipment, fog and extensive
sound effects.

The library’s celebration of the En-
glish playwright will continue with
“Shakespeare Jeopardy!” on Wednes-
day, April 27, at 6:30 p.m. Participants

will have an opportunity to test their
knowledge of the bard’s life and work.

Advance registration is required
for all of these activities. To sign up
for any Shakespeare events or to ob-
tain more information, call (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204, e-mail
library@scotlib.org or visit the
library’s website at scotlib.org.

The library has expressed appre-
ciation to the Friends of the Scotch
Plains Public Library for the group’s
support and for making these pro-
grams possible.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the center
of the township.

Conservancy to Host
‘Seedhouses’ Event

CRANFORD — The Hanson Park
Conservancy will welcome Barbara
Melera on Tuesday, April 19, at 7:30
p.m., to the Cranford Community
Center. Ms. Melera will present “The
D. Landreth Seed Co. and the Story of
America’s Great Seedhouses.”

This program will trace the history of
the seed trade in America from 1784,
when the first seedhouse establishment
was opened, through the 20th century.
Every registered guest will receive a
free D. Landreth sunflower seed packet.

Ms. Melera is president and Chief
Executive Officer of the D. Landreth
Seed Company. Landreth is the old-
est seedhouse in America, established
in 1784, and the fourth oldest United
States corporation. Today Landreth
is recognized as one of the leading
providers of heirloom vegetable,
flower and herb seeds.

The Cranford Community Center is
located at 220 Walnut Avenue, Cranford.
This program is sponsored by the
Hanson Park Conservancy and brought
to the public by a grant from Merck.

Interested persons may register
for this free event on the Hanson
Park Conservancy’s website,
hansonparkconservancy.com, or on
the organization’s Facebook page.
Individuals should register at least
one week prior to the event date to
ensure their free gift.

Miller-Cory ‘Doll Social’
To Take Place on Sunday

WESTFIELD — The Miller-Cory
House Museum will host a program
for doll lovers of all ages this Sunday,
April 10, from 2 to 4 p.m. Entitled
“An Old-Fashioned Doll Social,” this
event will include a talk on the history
of Raggedy Ann and Andy; a large
display of dolls, including American
Girl; a doll craft to make and take
home, plus lemonade and cookies.

Visitors are encouraged to bring their
own dolls as guests of the museum.
Admission is $4 for adults and chil-
dren age 13 and older; $3 for children
ages 3 to 12, and free for those under
age 3. The museum is located at 614
Mountain Avenue, Westfield.

Upcoming Sunday programs at the
museum include the “Sheep to Shawl
Festival” on April 24; “Theorem
Painting Craft for Children” on May
15, and “Tin Piercing Craft for Chil-
dren” on May 22.

Also scheduled is the museum’s
annual “Aunt Carrie’s Attic Sale” on
Saturday, May 28, from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. This event will be held rain or
shine. The public is invited to both
attend the sale and to donate items
such as housewares, linens, toys, bric-
a-brac or small furniture pieces. The
museum is not accepting textbooks,
clothing, electronics of any kind, in-
cluding televisions, phones, comput-
ers, printers and other such items, or
anything that is broken. Interested

persons are asked to call or e-mail the
museum to arrange a drop-off time.
All donations are tax-deductible.

The Miller-Cory House Museum,
built in 1740, is listed on both the
State and National Registers of His-
toric Places and as a site on the
New Jersey Women’s Heritage
Trail. The museum is available for
special tours and craft programs
for schools, Scouts or other com-
munity groups. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 232-1776 or e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com.
Details on all programs also are
posted on the museum’s Facebook
page.  The website is
millercoryhouse.org.

Hadassah to Learn
About Reducing Stress

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Chapter of Hadassah will meet on
Monday, April 11, at noon in Greifer
Sacks Hall at Temple Emanu-El and
learn about Jon Kabat-Zinn’s meth-
ods for reducing stress and enhancing
overall health and well-being.

Guest speakers Dr. Diane Handlin,
the only person in New Jersey who is
actually certified to teach Dr. Kabat-
Zinn’s course, and her husband, Jim
Handlin, Ed.D., founding member and
educational consultant to the Mind-
fulness-Based Stress Reduction Cen-
ter of New Jersey in Metuchen, will
walk attendees through some of their
methods of relaxation and provide
background for some interesting ways
of reducing stress.

The community is welcome. Par-
ticipants are asked to bring their
lunch; coffee and dessert will be
provided. Temple Emanu-El is lo-
cated at 756 East Broad Street,
Westfield. For additional informa-
tion, call (908) 654-5508.

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

ATTORNEY

ESTATE PLANNING - WILLS AND TRUSTS.
DURABLE POWERS OF ATTORNEY

201 SOUTH AVE
WESTFIELD

654-8885

PROBATE AND ESTATE SETTLEMENT

DIVORCE LAW

ACCREDITED FAMILY LAW MEDIATOR

REAL ESTATE

Mobile Meals Seeks
Additional Drivers

GARWOOD/CRANFORD AREA
— Mobile Meals, a voluntary, non-
profit community service providing
meals to those who are unable to shop
and prepare their own meals tempo-
rarily or permanently, is seeking ad-
ditional drivers.

The organization serves Garwood,
Cranford and surrounding commu-
nities. Mobile Meals currently is
down five drivers and is in need of
volunteers to fill these spots. The
organization is set up for delivery
for those in need of lunches/dinners
five times a week.

Drivers typically deliver once a
month. They pick up thermal bags in
Cranford, then pick up food at 170
Elm Street, Westfield, where meals
are prepared in the kitchen of the First
Baptist Church. The route takes about
one hour, with six to eight clients.
Food is delivered by noon Monday
through Friday.

If interested in helping those in
need, call Kim Englese at (908) 591-
1320 or e-mail rjets5@verizon.net.

Mountainside Retirees
Post Playhouse Trip

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Active Retirees
(M.A.R.) will host a bus trip to the
Hunterdon Hills Playhouse dinner
theater in West Hampton on Tues-
day, April 26, for a meal and a per-
formance of Neil Simon’s Rumors.
The bus will depart at 10 a.m. from
the Mountainside Community Pool
parking lot.

Rumors is set at a large, tastefully
appointed townhouse, where the
deputy mayor of New York has just
shot himself, although sustaining
only a flesh wound. With a gathering
scheduled for their 10th wedding
anniversary, the host lies bleeding in
the other room and his wife is no-
where in sight. His lawyer and wife
must get “the story” straight before
the other guests arrive. As the confu-
sions and miscommunications
mount, the evening spins off into
classic farcical hilarity.

This trip includes a full-course meal,
the show, desserts, gratuity, taxes and
bus transportation. The menu choices
are Yankee pot roast, fried jumbo
shrimp platter, Tilapia de Phillip,
chicken parmigiano, lasagna rollette
or vegetable kabob. The cost is $55.
Checks should be made payable to
“M.A.R.” For further information, call
Norma Huber at (908) 233-7653.

CenterStone to Present
Veronica’s Room

WESTFIELD — CenterStone
Community Wellness, a mental health
center serving all of Union County,
will hold a benefit performance of Ira
Levin’s mystery play Veronica’s Room
on Sunday, May 15, at 2 p.m.

The event will take place at the
Westfield Community Players the-
ater, located at 1000 North Avenue
West, Westfield. Tickets are $20
each. For reservations and more in-
formation, call (908) 756-6870, ex-
tension no. 613, or visit
centerstonecommunitywellness.org.

Registration Underway For
Westfield Summer Rec.

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Recreation Department has an-
nounced that registration is open
for all its summer programs.

Beginning in June, the
department’s Outdoor Tai Chi pro-
gram will be offered on Tuesday
mornings at the Mindowaskin Park
Gazebo, joining a new Zumba Fit-
ness Class on Monday evenings.

Enrichment camps for youngsters
include: New Fashion Sewing De-
sign, Junior Scientist, Creative Kids,
Groovy Girls, Tech-gineering, and
Lego-Engineering. Kids also can
participate this summer in the rec-
reation department’s new weekly
soccer classes with United Soccer
Academy and USSI Multi-Sports
classes for ages 2 to 6.

Back by popular demand, USA
and USSI instructors also will host
week-long camps for ages 3 to 14.

Traditional Sport Camps with area

coaches are geared toward any athlete.
Interested persons can register now
for Basketball, Flag Football, Golf
Academy, Tennis (adults/kids), Vol-
leyball and Wrestling. For additional
camp information, visit the recreation
department’s website, westfieldnj.gov/
recreation, and check out the “Rec
Room” Program Brochure.

The Summer Playground Program
offers arts and crafts, multiple sports,
board games, special days, playground
swims and local trips. This program is
for Westfield residents only and regis-
tration may only be done in person.

Further information is available
by visiting westfieldnj.gov/recre-
ation or the recreation department’s
Facebook page, by contacting the
Westfield Recreation Department,
425 East Broad Street, Westfield, at
(908) 789-4080, or by e-mailing
recreation@westfieldnj.gov to ob-
tain a program brochure.

LOLLIPOPS AND MEMORIES...In this undated photo, children enjoy Lollipop
Day during the Westfield Recreation Department’s Summer Playground Program.
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Rosary Altar Society
To Meet Next Week

GARWOOD — The next monthly
meeting of St. Anne’s Rosary Altar
Society will be held on Thursday,
April 14, at 7 p.m. It will take place at
the Knights of Columbus Hall, lo-
cated at 37 South Avenue, Garwood.
Parking is available behind the hall
on Willow Avenue.

President Autumn Welsh will wel-
come all members and call for com-
mittee reports. Refreshments will be
served during the meeting.

Jennie Browne has arranged for a
trip to the Tropicana in Atlantic City
on Sunday, April 17. Those interested
in going are advised to call her at
(908) 789-0778 as soon as possible.

Barrs Welcome Son,
Gregory Thomas

Jon-Henry and Lauren S. Barr of
Clark have announced the birth of
their son, Gregory Thomas Barr, on
Thursday, February 25, 2016, at 9:56
p.m., at Saint Barnabas Medical Cen-
ter in Livingston.

Gregory weighed 7 pounds and 14
ounces and measured 21 inches in
length at birth.

He joins his sisters, Ainsley Rose, 7,
Leah Faith, 5, and Elizabeth Grace, 3.

The baby’s paternal grandparents
are Susan Barr of Clark and the late
Gary Barr.

Gregory’s mother is the Education
and Arts and Entertainment editor at
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

Holy Trinity Seniors
To Gather Monday

WESTFIELD — The Holy Trinity
Senior Social Club will meet on Mon-
day, April 11, at 1:30 p.m., in the
parish center. The parish center is
adjacent to the Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church, located at 315 First
Street, Westfield.

The “Roxie” dancers will entertain
during the meeting. Club members are
invited to bring friends, relatives or
neighbors as guests and also are asked
to bring donations for the food pan-
try. Refreshments will be served.

Temple Earns Certification
As Inclusive For Disabled

SCOTCH PLAINS – Congregation
Beth Israel has been deemed an ABLE
Awarded Synagogue by the Jewish
Federation of Greater MetroWest.
ABLE, which stands for Access, Be-
longing, and Life Enrichment for
People and Families with Special
Needs, represents a network of com-
munity leaders and professionals who
support and advocate for individuals
with special needs and their families.

Partnering with Greater MetroWest
ABLE demonstrates Congregation
Beth Israel’s commitment to provid-
ing an accessible and inclusive envi-
ronment for all of its members and
meaningful participation in Jewish
life by all its congregants.

“CBI has always strived to be wel-
coming to all who are interested in
being part of our community,” said
David Feldman, president of the
temple. “Our designation as an ABLE
synagogue further establishes our com-
mitment to this sense of inclusiveness.
It also speaks to the dedication and
passion of our clergy, professional staff
and dedicated volunteers.”

Using Greater MetroWest ABLE’s
self-assessment tool as a guide, Con-
gregation Beth Israel’s professional
staff, clergy, educators and lay lead-
ers worked to ensure that the syna-
gogue met the criteria in its facilities,
worship, religious school and pro-
gramming. The assessment covered
accommodations ranging from hav-
ing entrance ramps to the building
and large-print prayer books avail-
able in the sanctuary to modeling
acceptance and planning for learning
differences in the synagogue’s reli-
gious school and youth groups.

“By having a mindset of inclusion,
everything that we do is automati-
cally influenced by that goal, from
classroom activities and student ad-
vocates to making services more com-
fortable and engaging for everyone,”
said Gail Beckman Buchbinder, edu-

cation director.
The egalitarian Conservative syna-

gogue serves the religious, cultural,
educational and social needs of
congregants from Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Westfield and surround-
ing towns. Its religious school offers
classes from pre-school through 11th
grade. Synagogue membership is not
required for children to attend its
religious school for programs
through second grade. However,
families with children below third
grade now have the option of joining
the synagogue at a reduced rate and
enjoying full benefits of synagogue
membership, including High Holi-
day tickets.

Congregation Beth Israel is located
at 18 Shalom Way, Scotch Plains, at
the corner of Martine Avenue. For
more information, call the synagogue
office at (908) 889-1830.

LITTLE BUNNIES...Children had fun making and wearing the bunny ears they
created at the Garwood Public Library Storytime program on March 23, just in
time for Easter.

Cranford College Women
Schedule April Events

CRANFORD — The Cranford
College Women’s Club will meet
on Monday, April 11, at the First
Presbyterian Church, located at
11 Springfield Avenue, Cranford.
The meeting will begin at 7 p.m.
with refreshments followed by the
program.

Kevin Woyce will present a pro-
gram on the history of lighthouses
from ancient to modern times. Mr.
Woyce is a lecturer, photographer
and author as well as a lifelong
resident of New Jersey. He will
explain how lighthouses were built
and how they work. He also will
share stories of the brave men and
women who tended them. His slide
show will include original photo-
graphs and vintage images from
along the Atlantic Ocean, the
Hudson River, Long Island Sound
and the Great Lakes.

Mr. Woyce is the author of mul-
tiple books including “Jersey
Shore: History and Facts,” “New
Jersey State Parks,” “Liberty: The
Amazing Story of America’s Fa-
vorite Statue,” “Hudson River
Lighthouses and History,” and
“Niagara: River of Wonders.”

On Saturday, April 16, the Col-
lege Women’s Club will hold its
annual garage sale at the Cranford
Community Center, located at 220
Walnut Avenue, Cranford, from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The proceeds
from the garage sale will benefit
the club’s scholarship fund.

The College Women’s Club an-
nually awards scholarships to
Cranford seniors. It is one of sev-
eral fundraisers held by the club
during the year.

The sixth annual Kilkenny
House Fundraiser will take place
on Monday, April 25, from 11:30
a.m. to 10 p.m. As it has done for
the past five years, Kilkenny
House will donate 10 percent of
the proceeds for the day to the
College Women’s Club Scholar-
ship Fund. Last year the club
awarded more than $10,000 in
scholarships to Cranford seniors.

Imagine to Address Ways Of
Fostering Resilience In Kids
WESTFIELD — Imagine, A Cen-

ter For Coping With Loss will present
a program entitled “Fostering Resil-
ience in Children Coping With Loss”
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. on Wednesday,
May 4, at the First United Methodist
Church. The church is located at One
East Broad Street, Westfield. Parking
is available behind the church at 130
Ferris Place.

Children and youth experience loss
as a result of divorce, a move, the
dissolution of a friendship, sports
injuries as well as the illness or death
of a parent or sibling. Despite these
losses, children can learn to become
more resilient and adapt to change if
given the right support.

According to Imagine, the best way
to support grieving children in their
homes, communities and schools is
to allow them to share their feelings
with trusted adults and peers and en-
couraging them to explore healthy
ways of coping.

Those who attend this training pro-
gram will learn how children and
adults grieve differently; how grief
affects behavior, and ways to support
grieving children and youth.

“Fostering Resilience in Children
Coping with Loss” is for anyone who
wants to learn how to support a griev-
ing child or youth. While loss due to
death will be the primary focus of this
seminar, the concepts to be presented
are applicable to all types of loss.
This program is particularly geared
toward parents and grandparents,
teachers, members of community or-
ganizations, coaches, therapists, coun-
selors and social workers.

“A grieving child needs the pres-
ence of at least one caring, healthy

and functional adult so that the child
is seen, held and supported during all
the times in their life when love is
experienced as pain,” said Mary
Robinson, Imagine’s executive direc-
tor and founder.

A $20 donation is appreciated. A
pizza dinner will be provided at 6 p.m.,
and the program will begin at 6:30 p.m.
Interested persons are asked to respond
by Monday, May 2. To respond or for
further information, contact Connie
Palmer at connie@imaginenj.org or call
(908) 264-3100.

Imagine is a free, year-round grief
support center located in Westfield
and serving all of Union County and
beyond. Further information is avail-
able at imaginenj.org.

WPD Trio to Ride In
Police Unity Tour

WESTFIELD — Three members
of the Westfield Police Department
will participate in the Police Unity
Tour bicycle ride from New Jersey to
the National Law Enforcement Offic-
ers Memorial in Washington, D.C.,
taking place May 9 to 12. They are
Aaron Doherty, Elizabeth Savnik and
William Kleeman.

A Police Unity Tour fundraiser will
be held on Monday, April 18, from 6
to 10 p.m., at Oh’ Brian’s, located at
1300 Raritan Road, Clark. Oh’ Brian’s
will donate 10 percent of every sale to
the Westfield police team, which in
turn will donate these funds to the
Police Unity Foundation. Each rider
must raise a minimum of $1,850 to
donate and participate.

The ride raises money for the Na-
tional Law Enforcement Officers
Memorial Fund, which helps those
who have lost family members in the
line of duty. For more information on
this event, visit policeunitytour.com/
chapter_1/.

State Farm® is #1 in individual 
life policies* because people 
trust us to help protect their 
families and the moments 
that are most important in life. 
Let’s explore your options.
CALL ME TODAY.

*Ranking and data provided by SNL Financial based on reported individual 
ordinary life insurance policies in force as of year-end 2014.

We’re 
honored to 
be #1 in life 
insurance.

Helping you protect your #1.

1506551

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ  07090
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski 

Presents 

 

 Back row: Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq. & Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) 

  Front row: Eva Uhrik, Esq. and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. 

 

5 Lawyers, 5 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates 

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including 

custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child 

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence, 

palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions 

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference 

 

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. 

340 North Avenue 

Cranford, New Jersey 07016 

(908) 272-0200 

www.dughihewit.com 

w w w. J a m e s Wa r d M a n s i o n . c o m

THE JAMES WARD  
M A N S I O N              

Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
“ T H E  B E S T  K E P T  S E C R E T ”  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y 

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.

M A K E  Y O U R  R E S E R VAT I O N  T O D AY !

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

Deadline Is April 15
For Rotary Grants

WESTFIELD — Michael Miller,
Rotary Club of Westfield Commu-
nity Service Grants chairperson, has
announced that Rotary grant applica-
tions currently are being accepted for
consideration. Non-profit organiza-
tions may receive a copy of the offi-
cial application directly from the
Rotary website at
westfieldrotary.com/; by e-mail at
info@westfieldrotary.com, or by call-
ing Mr. Miller at (908) 518-5404.

To be considered for a Westfield
Rotary Club Community Service
Grant, local non-profit organizations
must complete and submit the official
grant application before the Friday,
April 15 deadline.

In accordance with its goal of com-
munity service, the Rotary Club is
most interested in providing grants for
programs that directly serve people in
the community. As part of the decision
process, the Grants Committee reviews
the simple, one-page application form
to receive a clear understanding of the
way in which the funds are used. Grants
will not be awarded for capital im-
provements or operating funds.

WCW Shows Support
For Paul Jackson Fund

WESTFIELD — The members of
the Home Life Department of the
Woman’s Club of Westfield (WCW)
welcomed Mary Doherty, director of
the Paul Jackson Fund, on March 21.

The Paul Jackson Fund continues
to help local individuals and families
who are experiencing times of need,
ranging from basic necessities to
larger items of need. The women of
WCW contributed to filling Easter
baskets and gift bags for the two
young daughters of a local family.
The baskets were filled with children’s
clothing, books, toys and other gifts.

Paul Jackson was paralyzed after
an acute illness at the age of 28.
Financial assistance was much needed
at the time to help pay for uninsured
procedures. A group of friends made
up of former Westfield High School
football players, along with parents
of Little League players Mr. Jackson
had coached, got together to help.
The seed was planted and The Paul
Jackson Fund was born. Many have
been helped and many more will be
helped in the future through the Fund.
For more information, contact
dohertypjf@gmail.com.

EASTER CHEER...Mary Doherty, director of the Paul Jackson Fund, fourth
from left, joins Woman’s Club of Westfield members, from left to right, Sally
Brown, Sara Choi, Pat D’Angelo, Vivian O’Neil and Jane Walsweer, as they make
Easter baskets and gift bags for two local youngsters.

Floraphile Announces
Benefit Garage Sale

CRANFORD — The Floraphile
Garden Club of Cranford will host a
garage sale fundraiser on Saturday,
April 30, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., at
530 Orchard Street, Cranford. The
sale will feature household goods,
clothes, toys, books, CDs and other
merchandise.

Proceeds from this fundraiser will
support the Floraphile Garden Club
of Cranford and its involvement in
multiple community service projects,
beautification programs, charitable
donations and horticultural therapy.

Founded in 1950, Floraphile has
been an active and integral part of the
Cranford community for more than
60 years. Members participate in
many workshops, presentations and
garden tours. If interested in joining
the club, or for more information on
upcoming events, contact Mary Ellen
at mecrafts@verizon.net or like the
club on Facebook at facebook.com/
floraphilegardenclub.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

First Baptist Plans
Square Dance Event
WESTFIELD — The First Bap-

tist Church of Westfield, located at
170 Elm Street, will hold a Square
Dance on Saturday, April 16, from
7 to 9:30 p.m.

The event also will include a
chili and cornbread contest. At-
tendees are invited to submit their
chili or cornbread for the opportu-
nity to win a prize.

Interested persons are asked to
sign up by calling the church office
at (908) 233-2278 or by e-mail at
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net. A
free-will offering will be collected.
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Dr. Bernard Brown, 90, Was Scientist;
His Inventions Led to Over 10 Patents
Dr. Bernard Brown, 90, of

Westfield died on Wednesday, March
30, in his home after a long illness.
Known to family and friends as Beau,
he lived in Westfield since 1959. Dr.
Brown was born in Philadelphia and
attended Temple University, where
he met Shirley Mark, his wife of 59
years, who died in 2006.

Dr. Brown received a Ph.D. in
Organic Chemistry from the Uni-
versity of Michigan at age 22. Dur-
ing his 50-year career he was em-
ployed by Olin Matheson, SB
Penick, CPC International and A L
Laboratories, where he was Vice-
President for Research and Devel-
opment. Dr. Brown was recognized
for being a chemist, scientist, coun-

selor, teacher, leader and innova-
tor; his inventions resulted in more
than 10 patents, including a cure for
a potato blight, the bittering agent
for hand sanitizers and other chemi-
cals in common use, including anti-
biotics, insecticides and fungicides.

Dr. Brown is survived by his two
children, Eric and Aimee, and two
grandchildren.

Donations in his honor can be
made to Doctors Without Borders
at 333 7th Avenue, New York, N.Y.
10001-5004 or https://
donate.doctorswithoutborders.org/
tribute.cfm.

Arrangements are by Dooley Co-
lonial Home of Westfield.

April 7, 2016

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16001245

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-003171-15

Plaintiff: US BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION,
AS TRUSTEE FOR CREDIT SUISSE FIRST
BOSTON HEAT

VS.
Defendant: ELVIS XHIKA; DASHURIE XHIKA;

XHEMAL XHIKA; DU MORTGAGE CAPITAL,
INC

Sale Date: 05/04/2016
Writ of Execution: 12/03/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Eighty-Three Thousand Seven Hundred Ninety-
Four and 40/100*** $383,794.40.

Property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH of MOUNTAINSIDE, County of UNION,
State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 591 WOOD-
LAND AVENUE, MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JER-
SEY 07092-2523.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 20, BLOCK 21 on the
official Tax Map of the BOROUGH of
MOUNTAINSIDE.

Dimensions: 169.65 FEET X 30.83 FEET X
167.48 FEET X 42.50 FEET.

Nearest Cross Street: Mountain Avenue.
Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Ninety-Nine

Thousand Seven Hundred Twenty-Nine and 26/
100*** $399,729.26 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN, DIAMOND, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 04/07, 04/14, 04/21
& 04/28/16 Fee: $201.96

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16001092

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-37705-10

Plaintiff: LSF8 MASTER PARTICIPATION
TRUST

VS.
Defendant: KEITH SLAUGHTER; LINDA

SLAUGHTER; KASHARI DENISE SLAUGHTER;
HOSPITAL & DOCTORS SERVICE BUREAU

Sale Date: 04/27/2016
Writ of Execution: 12/10/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Sixty-Three Thousand Eight Hundred Fifty-Three
and 93/100*** $563,853.93.

The property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH of FANWOOD, County of UNION and
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 21 ROOSEVELT AV-
ENUE, FANWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07023.

Tax Lot No. 55, in Block No. 116
Dimension of Lot Approximately: 50 x 100
Nearest Cross Street: DANIEL PLACE
BEGINNING at a point on the southerly side of

Roosevelt Avenue therein distant 50 feet south-
westerly from the intersection of the southerly
side of Roosevelt Avenue with the westerly side
of Daniel Place; thence

PRIOR LIENS/ENCUMBRANCES
TOTAL AS OF December 29, 2015: $0.00.
Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Ninety-Six Thou-

sand Four Hundred Twelve and 51/100***
$596,412.51 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 03/31, 04/07, 04/14
& 04/21/16 Fee: $175.44

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16001101

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-049557-14

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION

VS.
Defendant: JOHN K. THOMPSON,

CRISTIANE C. THOMPSON AKA
CHRISTIANEC. THOMPSON

Sale Date: 04/27/2016
Writ of Execution: 09/18/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Thirty-Eight Thousand Seven Hundred Thirty-
Eight and 03/100*** $438,738.03.

MUNICIPALITY: Cranford.
COUNTY: UNION.
STATE OF NEW JERSEY.
STREET & STREET NO: 14 Franklin Avenue.
TAX BLOCK AND LOT:
BLOCK: 219, LOT: 11
DIMENSIONS OF LOT: 120.00 feet x 65.00

feet.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Southeasterly

side line of Henley Avenue.
SUPERIOR INTERESTS (if any): NONE
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Fifty-Three

Thousand Eight Hundred Seventy-Nine and 31/
100*** $553,879.31 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
POWERS KIRN - COUNSELORS
728 MARINE HWY
PO BOX 848 - SUITE 200
MOORESTOWN, NEW JERSEY 08057
(856) 802-1000
4 T - 03/31, 04/07, 04/14
& 04/21/16 Fee: $165.24

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16001077

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-025364-14

Plaintiff: FEDERAL HOME LOAN MORTGAGE
CORPORATION

VS.
Defendant: PAMELA SADOWSKI, WELLS

FARGO BANK N.A.
Sale Date: 04/20/2016
Writ of Execution: 11/17/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Twenty-One Thousand Two Hundred Sixty and
15/100*** $421,260.15.

MUNICIPALITY: Scotch Plains Township
COUNTY: UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY.
STREET & STREET NO: 2409 Hamlette Place.
TAX BLOCK AND LOT:
BLOCK: 7201, LOT: 18.01
DIMENSIONS OF LOT: 109.81 feet x 26.67

feet.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: southwesterly

sideline of Plainfield Avenue.
SUPERIOR INTERESTS (if any): NONE
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Thirty-Nine

Thousand Five Hundred Forty-Eight and 21/
100*** $439,548.21 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
POWERS KIRN - COUNSELORS
728 MARINE HWY
PO BOX 848 - SUITE 200
MOORESTOWN, NEW JERSEY 08057
(856) 802-1000
4 T - 03/24, 03/31, 04/07
& 04/14/16 Fee: $163.20

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000698

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-01605-10

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION, NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT
SOLELY AS TRUSTEE FOR THE RMAC TRUST,
SERIES 2013-3T

VS.
Defendant: ARETHA C. JOHNSON AND

KEVIN P. JOHNSON, HUSBAND AND WIFE;
SUSSEX COUNTY WELFARE BOARD;
UNIFUND CCR PARTNERS; BERNICE E.
CAMPER; ATLANTIC CO BID SOCIAL SERVS;
NEW CENTURY FINANCIAL SERVICES;
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Sale Date: 04/13/2016
Writ of Execution: 07/25/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred Sev-
enty-Five Thousand Eight Hundred Seventy-
Three and 84/100*** $675,873.84.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Borough of Fanwood, County of Union, in the
State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 70
Portland Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey 07023.

TAX LOT 6, BLOCK 22
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 75 x 104.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Watchung View

Place.
*Taxes - at time of inquiry paid through 4th

quarter 2015.
*Third Party Lien - Tax Sale Certificate #TTL

201501 held by US Bank Cust BV001 Trst & Crdt
in the amount of $12,793.07 plus fees, costs and
interest.

*Water - Private account; verification of same
prohibited without authorization of record prop-
erty owner;

*Sewer - Included in Taxes;
*Also subject to subsequent taxes, water and

sewer plus interest through date of payoff.
Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Ninety-Eight Thou-

sand Nine Hundred Twenty-Eight and 53/100***
$698,928.53 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
ROMANO GARUBO & ARGENTIERI COUNSE-
LORS AT LAW LLC
52 NEWTON AVENUE
P.O. BOX 456
WOODBURY, NEW JERSEY 08096
(856) 384-1515
4 T - 03/17, 03/24, 03/31
& 04/07/16 Fee: $208.08

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000702

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-052443-14

Plaintiff: GREEN TREE SERVICING LLC
VS.
Defendant: FRANCIS L PICURRO
Sale Date: 04/13/2016
Writ of Execution: 10/20/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Thirty-Two Thousand Seven Hundred Sixty-One
and 85/100*** $432,761.85.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS, County of Union
and State of New Jersey.

It is commonly known as 522 CICILIA PLACE,
SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07067

It is known and designated as Block 301, Lot
22 FKA BLOCK 27 LOT 20.

The dimensions are approximately: 50 feet
wide by 125 feet long (irregular).

Nearest cross street: East Second Street.
Prior lien(s): Sewer past due in the amount of

$260.28.
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or

other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Forty-Five Thou-
sand Five Hundred Twenty-Nine and 45/100***
$445,529.45 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN, LAVINTHAL, FRANKENBERG &
NORGAARD, LLC
105 EISENHOWER PARKWAY
SUITE 302
ROSELAND, NEW JERSEY 07068
(973) 797-1100
4 T - 03/17, 03/24, 03/31
& 04/07/16 Fee: $189.72

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000794

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-20192-14

Plaintiff: LAKEVIEW LOAN SERVICING, LLC
VS.
Defendant: JESSE FALVEY AND SURGICAL

ASSOCIATES OF CENTRAL, AND STATE OF
NEW JERSEY AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Sale Date: 04/20/2016
Writ of Execution: 12/09/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Nineteen Thousand Four Hundred Sixty-Two
and 29/100*** $519,462.29.

The property to be sold is located in Borough
of Fanwood in the County of Union, and State
of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 71 La Grande Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

Tax Lot No. 16, Block 56
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 50 feet

wide by 115 feet long.
Nearest Cross Street: Farley Avenue.
Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Thirty-Two Thou-

sand Twenty-Four and 15/100*** $532,024.15
together with lawful interest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
KML LAW GROUP, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE, STE 406
WESTMONT, NEW JERSEY 08108
(215) 627-1322
4 T - 03/24, 03/31, 04/07
& 04/14/16 Fee: $155.04

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16001136

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-042774-13

Plaintiff: JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION

VS.
Defendant: VINCENT J. MARAIA AND JAN A.

MARAIA, HUSBAND AND WIFE
Sale Date: 04/27/2016
Writ of Execution: 03/26/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Eight Hundred
Three Thousand Nine Hundred Ninety-Six and
37/100*** $803,996.37.

Property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH of MOUNTAINSIDE, County of UNION,
State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 420 NEW
PROVIDENCE ROAD, MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW
JERSEY 07092-1420

BEING KNOWN as LOT 6, BLOCK 26 on the
official Tax Map of the BOROUGH of
MOUNTAINSIDE.

Dimensions: 143.00 FEET X 82.82 FEET X
151.52 FEET X 132.92 FEET.

Nearest Cross Street: Outlook Drive.
Total Upset:  ***Eight Hundred Forty Thou-

sand Six Hundred Seventy-One and 85/100***
$840,671.85 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN DIAMOND & JONES, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 03/31, 04/07, 04/14
& 04/21/16 Fee: $197.88

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16001228

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-41173-14

Plaintiff: THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON
FKA THE BANK OF NEW YORK AS TRUSTEE
FOR THE CERTIFICATEHOLDERS OF
CWMBS, INS., CHL MORTGAGE PASS-
THROUGH TRUST 2007-7 MORTGAGE PASS-
THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2007-7

VS.
Defendant: CASSANDRA Y. DUPONT;

WELLS FARGO BANK, NA
Sale Date: 05/04/2016
Writ of Execution: 11/20/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Million One
Hundred Sixty-Seven Thousand Three Hundred
Nine and 12/100*** $1,167,309.12.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP of SCOTCH PLAINS, County of UNION
and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 10 MICHAEL LANE,
SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076.

Tax Lot No. 24 in Block No. 14501.
Dimension of Lot Approximately: 0.732.
Nearest Cross Street: CARRI FARM COURT.
All that certain parcel of land situated in the

Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union and
State of New Jersey being known and desig-
nated as Lot 7-13, block 318 on a map entitled
“File Map Prepared for Edwards Farm Estate”
map filed March 26, 1981 as Map No 742-C, Tax
ID: Lot 24 Block 14501.

PRIOR LIENS/ENCUMBRANCES
SEWER OPEN + PENALTY: $129.69.
TOTAL AS OF January 13, 2016: $129.69.
Total Upset:  ***One Million Two Hundred

Seventeen Thousand One Hundred Six and 71/
100*** $1,217,106.71 together with lawful inter-
est and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 04/07, 04/14, 04/21
& 04/28/16 Fee: $189.72

Patricia L. Kelly, 87, Beloved Mother;
Known For Her Wit and Friendliness

Patricia L. Kelly

Patricia L. Kelly (née Earhart),
87, of Westfield died on Thursday,
March 31, 2016, at her
residence.

Born in Westfield,
Patricia had worked at
the Drug Fair store,
now Walgreens, in
Westfield. She was
preceded in death by
her husband, William
J. Kelly. Patricia is the
beloved mother of her
daughter, Pamela
Mary Kelly.

She also is survived
by a sister, Helen Ster-
ling (Robert), and cousins, Lucille
Castle and Howard Wagner.

No matter who Pat chanced to
encounter during the day, she al-
ways left them with a smile on their
face. She was very witty, friendly,

and very clever. She could regale
you with comments and ideas so

highly clever and inno-
vative that sometimes
one didn’t catch on right
away. Patricia had the
rare ability of seeing
things from both the tech-
nical and artistic points
of view. She was her
daughter Pam’s great
teacher and protector,
and was always there for
her. She will be missed
always.

Patricia’s funeral services
were Tuesday, April 5, at

Gray Funeral Home in Westfield. In-
terment followed at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield. Please go to
www.grayfuneralhomes.com to offer
condolences.
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Valerie Meyer Rusch, 93, Enjoyed
Family Time, Fishing and Travel

Valerie Meyer Rusch, 93, of
Westfield and Manasquan, N.J. passed
away on Monday, April 4, 2016, at
Overlook Medical Center in Summit.
She was born in Newark, and lived in
Nutley before moving to Westfield
over 60 years ago. She was a long-
time member of The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield and the Scotch
Plains Golden Agers.

Valerie had an attachment to the
sea. She and her husband, Frank,
cruised far and wide and made 22
trips throughout the Windward and
Leeward Islands. During many vaca-
tions they also would navigate their
way by boat from New Jersey to
Florida and the Bahamas.

Mrs. Rusch and her husband were
inseparable fishing partners. Together
they fished from Alaska to Mexico,
Canada to the Caribbean and South
America for marlin, sailfish, tuna,
salmon, halibut, roosterfish, dorado,
bonefish and other exotic species. Their
fishing adventures took them to the
Amazon River as well. Locally, she
enjoyed fishing with her family every
weekend in the waters outside the
Manasquan Inlet. Everyone in the fam-
ily unanimously agreed that she was
by far the best fisherman on the boat.

In recent years, Valerie enjoyed
traveling with her children. She went

to Niagara Falls, Key West, Block
Island and Bermuda and was always
eager to explore new places.

Valerie was predeceased by her
husband of 60 years, Frank J. Rusch,
who died in 2003. She is survived
by her children, Valerie G. Klimas
and her husband, William R., of
Scotch Plains, Joyce L. McLay and
her husband, Bruce B., of Slidell,
La., Douglas J. Rusch and his wife,
Bonnie Jean, of Asbury, and Pamela
L. Klawitter and her husband, Jerry
W., of Millington; six grandchil-
dren, Kristen Harvey, Brian Klimas,
Lesley Gastwirth, Scott McLay,
Steven Klawitter and Eric Klawitter;
and her three great-grandchildren,
Ashlyn McLay, Alyssa McLay and
Jake Gastwirth.

A Memorial Gathering will be held
at Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue, Fanwood, on Saturday, April
9, from 3 to 6 p.m., with a prayer
service at 5:30 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to “Save the Summer Floun-
der Fishery Fund,” P.O. Box 86,
Brielle, N.J. 08730 (info@ssff.net),
or to the charity of your choice. For
additional information or to sign the
guestbook, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Mountainside Library Lists
Additional April Activities

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Public Library has an-
nounced multiple additional activi-
ties that are scheduled for the second
half of April.

“Guided Meditation for Inner
Peace” will take place on Thursday,
April 21, at 7:30 p.m. Members of
the community are invited to join
Sally Younghans’ monthly medita-
tion hour for an exploration of the
most talked-about evidence-based
meditation techniques for inner
peace, overall well-being and stress
reduction. This month’s topic will be
“The Witness Technique.” Partici-
pants will learn how to witness and
detach from thoughts and emotions
to find stillness.

“Physical Fitness” will be featured
on Thursday, April 28, at 7 p.m.
AmeriCare Physical Therapy in
Mountainside will hold its second
presentation on overall physical fit-
ness. This month the topic will be
“Are you fit to exercise?” All age
groups will learn how to assess their

return to exercise after an injury and
their ability to safely return to differ-
ent sports or exercise activities.

“Saturday Musical Getaways” will
be presented on April 30 at 2 p.m.,
with the theme “Traditional Folk
Songs.” Adam Miller, a prominent
American folksinger, storyteller and
autoharpist, will be the guest. An
accomplished folklorist, historian,
musicologist and song-collector, he
has amassed a repertoire of more
than 5,000 songs.

Mr. Miller accompanies his bari-
tone voice with lively finger-pick-
ing acoustic guitar and autoharp
melodies. He has distinguished
himself as one of the great inter-
preters of American folktales and
folksongs and as a performer who
appeals to audiences of all ages.
Mr. Miller will have his CDs avail-
able for purchase.

To register for these programs,
visit the library or call (908) 233-
0115. The library is located at 1
Constitution Plaza, Mountainside.

Sierra to Spotlight
Earth Institute

AREA — The Sierra Club Loantaka
Group will present at its Wednesday,
April 13 meeting Claire Mayer who,
with her husband, founded the Gar-
den State Earth Institute. The meeting
will take place from 7:30 to 9 p.m. at
The Library of the Chathams, located
at 214 Main Street, Chatham.

The Institute is a volunteer organi-
zation dedicated to restoring and main-
taining the health of the Earth and the
well-being of all its inhabitants. It of-
fers discussion courses and educational
programs designed to bring people
together, raise their ecological aware-
ness and facilitate profound change in
people’s values, habits and actions in
caring for the environment.

The meeting is free and open to the
public. For more information, call
(908) 233-2414, visit sierraclub.org/
new-jersey/loantaka or e-mail
loantakasc@gmail.com.

Author-Educator To
Give Alzheimer’s Talk
MOUNTAINSIDE — Patti Kerr, a

certified Alzheimer’s educator and
author of “I Love You, Who Are You?:
Loving and Caring for a Parent with
Alzheimer’s,” will be the guest
speaker at a program on Wednesday,
April 13. Beginning at 7 p.m., it will
take place at Brighton Gardens of
Mountainside, located at 1350 Route
22 West, Mountainside.

Ms. Kerr will share her family’s
journey with Alzheimer’s disease, as
well as practical tips, insight and ad-
vice for anyone caring for a family
member or friend with Alzheimer’s.

Responses in advance are appreci-
ated. To respond for this event, e-mail
Maplewood@nursenextdoor.com or
call (908) 654-4460.

Participants Are Sought For
Mountainside Swap/Sell

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Restoration Commit-
tee, Inc. is seeking participants to
secure space for swapping or selling
items such as crafts, jewelry, baked
goods, clothing, music, collectibles,
household items, videos, toys or other
such merchandise during the first
Mountainside Founders’ Festival and
Spring Cleaning Swap Meet.

The event will take place on Sun-
day, May 1, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
and will be held on the grounds of the
Deacon Andrew Hetfield House on
Constitution Plaza in Mountainside.
There also will be historic games of
chance, amusements, chicken plop
bingo, entertainment, food, refresh-
ments and other activities.

After the nominal space fee, indi-
viduals or groups keep the profit from
their Swap/Sell table. Individuals,
groups or organizations wishing to
secure table space should pick up a
form at Mountainside Borough Hall
or the Mountainside Public Library
or download it online at

mountainsidehistory.org.
Constitution Plaza is the first right

off Birch Hill Road, which is off New
Providence Road near the
Mountainside Volunteer Firehouse.
For more information, call (908) 789-
9420 or go to:
mountainsidehistory.org.

The Rev. Canon Richard Hardman, 93,
Former Rector of St. Paul’s Church

The Reverend Canon Richard
Hardman died peacefully on Thurs-
day, January 28, 2016, in Stuart,
Fla. He was 93 years old.

Mr. Hardman was born on May 6,
1922, in Pittsburgh, Pa. Following
high school, he enlisted in the U.S.
Navy, serving as a naval aviator in
World War II. He flew torpedo
bombers from aircraft carriers, and
had many tales to tell regarding his
war experiences. He cherished the
times he spent with his squadron,
spending reunions with them all
across the country. He was the final
survivor.

After the war, Mr. Hardman at-
tended the University of Pittsburgh
and Seabury Western Seminary, was
ordained, and served as Rector of
St. Stephen’s Church in
McKeesport, Pa.

He moved to Westfield, N.J. with
his young family in 1957 to become
the Rector of St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church. He served there for 25 years.

Stemming from his war experi-
ences, two of his favorite activities
were sailing and flying. St. Paul’s
afforded him several amazing op-
portunities to do both. Mr. Hardman
planned and led several trips to En-
gland, where the Men’s and Boys’
Choir sang in churches large and
small, always welcomed with en-
thusiasm and wonder at the profes-
sionalism and expertise seldom seen
in a “parish choir.” Closer to home,
he also traveled with them as they
sang under the direction of Leonard
Bernstein in New York City.

The Hardman family moved to
Colombia in the late 1960s, where
Mr. Hardman became an interim
priest at the Episcopal church in
Cali, Iglesia LaTrinidad. There he
and his Vestry established a small
elementary school to enrich the lives
of the youngest and poorest chil-
dren in the area. The school has
flourished in the years since, grow-
ing in size and grade levels, to reach
high school, and boasts many col-
lege graduates. His support and
fundraising continued for the re-

mainder of his life. Upon his return
from Colombia he continued his
work at St. Paul’s. He loved his
church community and the commu-
nity of Westfield. The Bishop of the
Diocese of New Jersey recognized
his leadership, confirming him as
Canon of the Episcopal Church for
“faithful and valuable service.”

After his retirement he and his
wife, Patty, moved to Stuart, Fla.,
following many dear friends from
Westfield. There he was Chaplain
of the Waterford, a life-care com-
munity; interim priest at St. Patrick’s
Church in West Palm Beach, and
served at St. Mary’s Church, both
from the altar and from the kitchen.

Mr. Hardman was known for his
moving sermons and booming voice
in all congregations. He could stir
many emotions, bringing one to
laughter or tears. He was passionate
about the Church, travel, food and
family. He took his family on great
European escapades, visiting many
churches, historic sites, and war vet-
eran cemeteries. He was the travel
guide with high school French,
“menu” Italian and “seminary”
Greek. A trip to the “home office,”
the Holy Lands, included Jordan,
Israel, Lebanon and Syria.

He gifted his love of cooking and
travel to his children, Lynn Hardman
Winner and Richard Hardman, Jr.,
and to their spouses, George Win-
ner and Deborah Hardman. Also to
his three granddaughters, Catherine,
Elizabeth and Meredith Winner,
who remember him fondly as Papa.

His wife, Patricia Gillespie
Hardman, and he celebrated their
65th wedding anniversary on June
15, 2015. Patty was the love of his
life and the source of much comfort
and strength to him for all of their
lives together. He adored her.

Friends and family are welcome
to attend the funeral of Canon
Hardman at 10 a.m. on Saturday,
April 16, 2016, at St. Paul’s Church,
414 East Broad Street, Westfield,
N.J., and to the reception immedi-
ately following in the parish house.

April 7, 2016
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Education Group Schedules
Its 12th Appreciation Dinner

Students Share Knowledge
Of China from A to Z

TALENTED TEEN...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School senior Nancy Canevari
has been notified that her short story The View From Paris has earned national
recognition in the 2016 Scholastic Art & Writing Awards Program. Panels of
creative professionals have identified Nancy as being among the most talented
young writers in the nation. The Scholastic Art & Writing Awards Program is the
longest running, most prestigious competition and largest source of scholarships
for teenagers in the United States. Nancy will be recognized at Carnegie Hall
during National Events in New York City on June 1 to June 3.

NATIONAL MERIT FINALISTS...Westfield High School has been notified that
four seniors have advanced to Finalist standing in the 2016 National Merit
Scholarship program. Westfield High School Assistant Principal Derrick Nelson
recently congratulated the students. Pictured from left to right are: Ryan Q. Dang,
Sarah N. Steiner, Nova L. Qi, and Albert A. Chen.  In October the Westfield Board
of Education presented certificates to the students, who at the time were named
Semi-Finalists. Approximately one percent of students who take the Preliminary
SAT test qualify as National Merit semi-finalists and eventually receive the finalist
status. They are the highest scoring entrants and are eligible to apply for National
Merit scholarships.  The program honors students who show exceptional aca-
demic ability and potential for success in rigorous college studies.

GARWOOD – The 12th annual
Appreciation Dinner sponsored by
the Education Foundation of Garwood
has been scheduled for 6 p.m. on
Thursday, April 21, at the Westwood,
438 North Ave.

The dinner, which
will honor a person
who has made a dif-
ference in the bor-
ough and the Educa-
tor of the Year, will
include a “tricky tray”
auction offering a
chance to win a li-
quor basket, a lottery-
ticket basket and gift
certificates from
many local busi-
nesses.

Also available for
bidding will be a 24" by 31" framed
photograph of firefighters raising the
flag at Ground Zero on Sept. 11,
2001, and “Crimson Chorus,” a
framed watercolor painting.

Dinner tickets cost $40 in advance
and $50 at the door. They are avail-

able at the Garwood Public Library,
411 Third Ave.; the Lincoln School,
400 Second Ave.; Advanced Print-
ing, 116 South Ave., or through the
foundation president, Sara Todisco:

saramtodisco@gmail.com
or (908) 377-7890.
Tickets will cover a
buffet dinner, beer
and wine. Mixed
drinks will be avail-
able at a cash bar.

More than 100
people attended last
year’s Appreciation
Dinner, which raised
more than $5,000 for
the foundation, a non-
profit, tax-exempt
501(c)3 organization.
It was founded in

2004 to work with the Garwood
School District “in pursuit of educa-
tional excellence.” It provides schol-
arships to graduating eighth-grade and
high school students and grants to
Garwood teachers in support of en-
richment projects.

“Crimson Chorus”

PERFECT SCORES...Westfield High School announced that four 11th grade
students have each achieved the highest score of 36 on the February ACT
standardized tests widely used for college admission and placement criteria,
including (from left) Stefan Crigler – Mathematics, Reading and Science; Samantha
Della Fera – English; Max Kleiman-Lynch – Mathematics; and Danielle Rinaldi
– Mathematics.

College Club Presents
Stress Reduction Workshop

Wardlaw-Hartridge Students
Spend 10 Days in Spain

WESTFIELD – Second graders in
Washington Elementary School in
Westfield wowed their standing room
only audience on March 22 with a
special presentation entitled “China
A to Z.”  The 40 minute fact-filled
performance featured every second
grader sharing a wealth of informa-
tion learned in social studies classes.

Demonstrating their knowledge
through song and speech, the 76 stu-
dents performed solo, in groups or as
an entire class. With an “A to Z”
theme exhibited on a large screen at
the rear of the stage flanked by real
bamboo, the second graders revealed
facts about China that corresponded
to each letter of the alphabet. Starting
with “A” for agriculture through “Z”
for zodiac, students explained tradi-
tions dating back to ancient times
through present-day China. Results
of their research included inventions,
culture, topography, food, recreation,
animals, and language.

Topping off the performance was a
student-led Chinese dragon dance
weaving its way through the audito-
rium in celebration of the Year of the
Monkey.

When asked what this learning ex-
perience was like, second grader
James Brouder said, “There was a lot
to learn about China.” His favorite
revelation was discovering that 10
million people live in Beijing.  James
proudly pointed out his drawing
adorning the auditorium wall – one of
several which also had been projected
on the screen. “I liked making the
buildings the best,” said James, whose
art assignment was to illustrate the
letter “B.”

His mother, Denise Brouder, re-
marked, “I recently had a business
trip to China and at the time tried to
explain where I was working.  Today
was a wonderful way for me to con-
nect the dots of where I was to my
son.”

Washington School Principal, An-
drew Perry, gave credit to second
grade teachers Christine Culver, Carol
Fahrenthold, Patricia Honeywell, and
Christine Olenick as well as art teacher
Diana D’Amico for their role in pre-
paring the students for the perfor-
mance. Special thanks were given to
Pat Esemplare, who provide accom-
paniment on the piano.

EDISON – A group of Upper
School students and four chaper-
ones from The Wardlaw-Hartridge
(W-H) School in Edison enjoyed a
wonderful 10-day trip to Spain dur-
ing Spring Break.

The W-H students stayed with
host families, attended classes at
Colegio Altair Internacional in
Madrid and bonded with their new
Spanish friends. They also took the
opportunity to enjoy sightseeing in
places such as Cordoba, Sevilla,
Granada, Toledo and Madrid. They
visited a beautiful castle in Segovia,
walked through a walled city in Avila
and enjoyed a fabulous tour of Real
Madrid Stadium. Some of the host
families took their homestay stu-
dents to a soccer match.

The group also visited a few mu-
seums, including Reina Sofia and
Museo de Prado, two art museums
in Madrid. The students learned
about the art in these museums dur-
ing classes at the school in Altair.

The W-H students who attended
the trip were Akash Dalal of Scotch
Plains, Alexandra Garces of North

Brunswick, Allison Haley of
Colonia, Aman Kaur of Iselin, An-
drea Tobar of South Plainfield, An-
drew Park of Westfield, Anisa
Ahmed of Scotch Plains, Brennan
Wright of Westfield, Jaden Dugenio
of Branchburg, Jordan Borst-Ortiz
of Colonia, Jordan Rose of
Watchung, Joshua Marseille of Lin-
den, Laura Arriaza of Plainfield,
Learta Bajqinovci of Roselle Park,
Neha Chhabra of Watchung,
Raphael Genty of Scotch Plains,
Samantha Anastasiou of Scotch
Plains, Scott Hargrove of Fanwood,
Sonali Shah of Edison, Sreeja
Arumilli of Edison, Steven Bessette
of Scotch Plains, Victoria Howell
of Piscataway, Wilson Guo of
Edison and Whitney Porter of North
Plainfield.

Students from the school in Altair,
Spain returned to the U.S. with the W-
H students. Their visit includes two
trips to New York City, a three-day
excursion to Washington D.C. and
two days attending classes with W-H
students. The students from Spain
returned home on April 6.

FANWOOD – The College Club
of Fanwood-Scotch Plains welcomes
Dr. Diane Handlin, the Founder and
Executive Director of the Mindful-
ness-Based Stress Reduction
(MBSR) Center of NJ in Metuchen,
NJ along with her husband Dr. Jim
Handlin, Founding member and Edu-
cational consultant for the center.
They will share their knowledge
about this powerful method to re-
duce stress and improve overall
health and well-being.

Published research has shown that
meditation and relaxation training
can be significant and effective ad-

juncts to the conventional medical
treatment of many disorders as well
as a powerful means of reducing
stress and pain and heightening well-
being. Come and learn about tech-
niques to help us manage stress in
our everyday life

The program is free and open to the
public. The College Club’s mission is
to support education of our youth and
local community. The program will
be held on Monday, April 18 at The
Chelsea located at 295 South Ave,
Fanwood, NJ.  Refreshments will
begin at 7:30 p.m. with the program
to start at 7:45 p.m.

Owen Brand 
Mortgage Loan Officer 

Phone: 908.285.6292 
Email: owen.brand@capitalone.com 
NMLS# 222999

Looking for a home, or considering refinancing?
Choosing a loan just got easier!
Call me to find out how we can work together.

© 2016 Capital One. Capital One is a federally registered service mark. All rights reserved. Refinancing to pay off existing debt may extend  
the term of the debt, possibly resulting in higher overall costs when compared with your current situation. Products and services offered by  
Capital One, N.A., NMLS ID 453156, Equal Housing Lender. JB36436 01/16

Jewelers&N C

Nabig Sakr Carmen Cascao

908-233-3380
102 Quimby Street Westfield, NJ

nandcjewelers@gmail.com

Store hours - M T W & F: 10am to 5:30pm • Thursday: 10am to 7pm

Saturday: 10am to 5pm • Sunday: Closed

Loyola University Maryland
Announces Dean’s List

BALTIMORE, M.D. – Loyola Uni-
versity Maryland has announced the
members of its fall 2015 Dean's List.
In order to qualify for the Dean's List
at Loyola, a student must achieve a
minimum GPA of at least 3.500 for the
term, provided that, in the term they
have successfully completed courses
totaling a minimum of 15 credits.

The following local students have
achieved this honor and indicated that
Loyola can release their directory in-
formation:

Megan Byrne, a member of the
class of 2016 from Cranford;
Francesca Najdzin, a member of the
class of 2016 from Mountainside;
Vienna Vitollo, a member of the class
of 2016 from Mountainside; Lauren
Anzevino, a member of the class of
2017 from Westfield; Cassandra
Clark, a member of the class of 2017
from Westfield; Nicholas

Constantine, a member of the class of
2017 from Westfield; Jake Heroux, a
member of the class of 2017 from
Westfield; Margaret McKay, a mem-
ber of the class of 2018 from Cranford;
Katherine McLaughlin, a member of
the class of 2018 from Mountainside;
Elena Scarano, a member of the class
of 2018 from Westfield; Kathleen
Colonna, a member of the class of
2017 from Fanwood and Andrew
Ukrainskyj, a member of the class of
2019 from Westfield.

Established in 1852, Loyola Uni-
versity Maryland is a Catholic, Jesuit
comprehensive university compris-
ing Loyola College, home to the
University's arts and sciences pro-
grams; the Sellinger School of Busi-
ness and Management; and the School
of Education. Loyola enrolls 3,700
undergraduate and 2,300 graduate
students from across the country.

Allison Gara Earns
Scholarship to Alvernia

READING, Penn. – Hard work in
high school has paid off for college-
bound seniors. Allison Gara, of Scotch
Plains has been granted the Veronica
Founder's Scholarship to study Nurs-
ing at Alvernia University in the fall.
Ms. Gara is currently a senior at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

Recipients of the $15,000 Veronica
Founder's Scholarship must have a
minimum of 980 SAT (or 21 ACT)
and 3.0 GPA. Alvernia's Neag Nurs-
ing, Shirley and Joseph Boscov, Presi-
dential, Trustees' and Veronica Schol-
arships are merit based and awarded
on a competitive basis.

Doctoral Student Selected
For Nursing Internship

LODI – Susan N. Palma, MS, RN,
LNHA, a student in the Doctor of
Nursing Practice (DNP) degree pro-
gram at Felician University, has been
selected to serve as a leadership in-
tern for the Institute for Nursing, the
non-profit arm of the New Jersey
State Nurses Association.  In this in-
ternship, Ms. Palma will work with
Judy Schmidt, MSN, DHA-c, chief
executive officer of the New Jersey
State Nurses Association and Ben-

jamin Evans, DD, DNP, RN, APN,
chair of the Institute for Nursing, on
projects related to policy and legisla-
tion.

Ms. Palma, a resident of Westfield,
New Jersey, currently serves in the
position of director of Transitions of
Care and Outreach at University Hos-
pital, Newark. She has an extensive
background in nursing management.

“This is an honor for Felician Uni-
versity, the School of Nursing and our
DNP program, and the first time one
of our DNP students has been se-
lected for an internship in a state-
wide organization,” said Dr. Muriel
Shore, dean of the School of Nursing.
“Ms. Palma is an accomplished pro-
fessional and we are proud that the
Institute for Nursing has recognized
her wonderful qualities and chosen
her for this unique opportunity.”

 “As a DNP executive track student
I think the experience will enhance
my learning leadership skills for the
advance practice nurse, and will be a
wonderful opportunity to promote the
nursing profession and the impor-
tance of being an advocate,” said Ms.
Palma. “I appreciate that the NJSNA
values continued education and sup-
ports professional growth and devel-
opment.”

Westfielder Named to
Curry Coll. Dean’s List

MILTON, Mass. – Curry College
is announced that Alexandra Caggiano
of Westfield has been named to the
Dean's List for the Fall 2015 semes-
ter. To qualify for the Dean's List,
students must earn a 3.30 GPA, have
no incompletes, and have no grade
lower than a "C" for the semester.
Full-time students must carry 12 or
more graded credits for the semester.

Founded in 1879, Curry College is
a private, four-year, liberal arts-based
institution located on 131 acres in
Milton, MA.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

NEWARK, Del. – Students at the
University of Delaware (UD) raised
$1.7 million for pediatric cancer re-
search at UDance, one of the nation's
largest dance marathon fundraisers.

Taking part from Scotch Plains were
Alyssa Hartstein and Meghan
McGrath.

On March 13 UD students joined
the fight against childhood cancer
with UDance, the university's most-
popular student-run philanthropy. The
organization celebrated a year's worth
of fundraising during its 10th annual
twelve-hour dance marathon. Students
raised a total of $1,701,667.81, for
the Wilmington, Delaware-based
Andrew McDonough B+ Foundation.
UDance is the fifth largest college
dance marathon in the country.

To learn more about UDance, or
make a donation, please visit:
www.UDanceDelaware.org.

Vultaggio Takes 3rd in
Elevator Pitch Competition
BURLINGTON, VT – Anthony

Vultaggio of Cranford, NJ was a
winner of the 2016 Champlain Col-
lege Elevator Pitch Competition.
The contest, which is put on by
Champlain College's Build Your
Own Business (BYOBiz) Program,
Career Services, the Center for Ser-
vice & Civic Engagement, and the
Office of Advancement, requires

students to give a 90-second "pitch"
about a business idea to an execu-
tive (who is known as "the suit") as
they ride together in a fictional el-
evator. The competition, which took
place on March 1, featured a total
18 finalists competing in three cat-
egories.

Mr. Vultaggio came in third place
in the Entrepreneur catagory.

MOUNTAINSIDE – Thanks to a
generous grant from the Mountainside
Education Association, fourth, fifth,
and sixth grade students were able to
participate in Mobile Ed Productions,
Inc. STEAM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Art, and Mathematics)
Hands-on Museum.

STEAM education is a nationwide
initiative that creates critical think-
ers, increases science literacy, and

enables the next generation of inno-
vators.  At the museum, students
interacted with a humanoid robot,
saw a 3-D printer in action, and built
a parabolic arch, among other activi-
ties. Every student regardless of abil-
ity or age was fully engaged. It was
organized to peak student interest
and allowed students to explore the
various stations at his or her own
pace.

STEAM Museum Comes
To Deerfield School

Local Students Raise Money
For Pediatric Cancer Res.
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DENISE MARAN
Named Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 

New Jersey Properties’

“It gives me immense pleasure to congratulate Denise for 
her achievements in 2015, including NJ REALTORS® Circle of 
Excellence Sales Award®, Silver and the prestigious Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices, President’s Circle award.  Denise is 
a dedicated professional consistently delivering the very best 
personalized service to her clients.  Wishing Denise continued 
success!” 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 
Sales Leader of the Year

WESTFIELD WESTFIELDWESTFIELD

Under Contract Under Contract Under Contract

Denise Maran
REALTOR – Associate
O: 908-232-5664 ext. 126
C: 908-451-1319
Denise.Maran@BHHSNJ.com
DeniseMaran.com
WESTFIELD OFFICE
215 North Ave. West, Westfield, NJ 07090

DENISE MARAN’S RECENT MARKET ACTIVITY

It is my distinct privilege to represent your home 
and assist you in achieving your real estate 
goals. Please contact me today.

BOHLINGER 3 GOALS, 7 ASSTS; COLWELL 8 GR. BALLS

Blue Devil Laxer Boys Whip
West Morris-Mendham, 16-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Offense seized the starring role for
the fifth-ranked Westfield High School
boys lacrosse team in its season opener
against West Morris Mendham at Gary
Kehler Stadium in Westfield on March
30. The Blue Devils notched four goals
within the first 3:42 of the game to
knock the Minutemen out of sync en
route to a 16-3 victory.

Co-captain/attacker James
Bohlinger took top billing in the of-
fensive onslaught, dishing out seven
assists, while netting three goals him-
self.

“We didn’t really scout them that
hard but we knew they were going to
be a good team. We came out, played
our game and I thought we executed
pretty well,” Bohlinger said.

His assists were distributed among

four teammates but three were dished
out to sophomore midfielder Nicky
Bond, who finished with six goals.

“He’s putting the ball away. Not
much I can complain about. He’s fin-
ished probably about every single shot
we threw at him,” Bohlinger said.

After senior Jack Cash won the
opening face-off, Bohlinger wasted
little time setting up freshman attacker

DeFOUW RULES MOUND; YAREM, O’BRIEN, FOX ON ‘O’

Raiders’ Aggressiveness Stuns
Baseball Blue Devils in 6, 11-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Jack DeFouw’s superb con-
trol on the mound combined well with
aggressive hitting and base running
as the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School baseball team stunned the Blue
Devils, 11-1, in six innings in their
home opener in Westfield on April
Fools Day. DeFouw allowed just two
solid hits and a pair of infield singles,

while hitting just one batter and strik-
ing out two.

“Westfield is a great hitting team. I
know they are always going to be
good. I got to be on my ‘A’ game
whenever I come out to pitch them.
Coach Luc[carelli] calls a great game.
He was setting them up to ‘dink’ balls
all over the field,” DeFouw said.

“We’ve been hitting the ball very
well in scrimmages. The kid pitched a

great ball game. He had enough of a
breaking pitch, enough of changing
speeds. He kept us off-balance. The
first inning was like five pitches and
we were out of there. That’s not us.
That’s not the kind of ball we like to
play. Hopefully we will learn from
it,” Blue Devil Head Coach Bob
Brewster said.

DeFouw felt quite comfortable with
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNFORTUNATE COLLISION...Blue Devil catcher Devin Anderson’s ankle buckles under the slide of Raider Peter Yarem
in the third inning of the season opener in Westfield on April 1. The Raiders topped the Blue Devils, 11-1.

More photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports

More photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports

Villanova Wildcats
NCAA National Champs

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A TOWER OF POWER...Blue Devils Kyle Dombrowski, No. 11, Owen Colwell, No. 16, and goalkeeper Toby Burgdorf form
a tower of defensive power to prevent a Minuteman from scoring in the season opener in Westfield on March 30.
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Wins Keep On Coming,
But State Title’s Elusive

Dick Zimmer knows a thing or two
about replacing a coaching legend. In
1983, after Gary Kehler stepped down
as WHS’s football coach after going
171-26-7 in 22 years, Zimmer manned
up and tried to keep the wins coming.

He had performed a similar act in
1968, when he replaced Norm Koury
as WHS’s baseball coach. Koury was
the coach here for five seasons, but it
was the best five-year stretch in school
history (at the time). The five
winningest seasons up to that time
came under Koury, whose record was
90-29. The first two Union County
Tournament titles in school history
were in 1963 and 1966.

But Koury left for Morristown af-
ter the ’67 season, and in stepped
Zimmer, who took the team to its third
UCT title in 1968. That was the famed
“All Glasses” team with p Frank
Tokash, c Bob Brewster, 1b Tom
Schaible, 2b Richie Papaccio, ss Larry
Inkster, 3b Jim Ohaus, lf Bill Van
Haren and rf Bruce Otzmann all wear-
ing spectacles; only cf Pat McCabe
was without. They went 17-6-1 and
beat Union, 2-1, in the UCT final.
After going 10-11 in 1969, Zimmer’s
1970 squad went 19-8 as Richie
Anderson and lefties Skeeter
MacCloskey and John Pfeiffer
handled the mound duties, and Gist
(Boo-Ray) Johnson, MacCloskey and
Scott Gillin did the hitting. But
Zimmer stepped down after going 43-
25-2.

Dave Cilo had created a buzz dur-
ing his coaching days at Berkeley
Heights and he stepped into a great
situation in 1971, with solid seniors –
Joe Monninger, Johnson, Bill Napier
and David Scott – plus an all-
underclass pitching staff of John
Havas, Art Goldblatt, Tom Anderson,
Steve Tebbetts, Linwood Hudson and
Bobby Jester. Add in juniors Neil
Chamberlin, Sean Kelly and Kurt
Stiefken and Cilo’s first two teams
each went 18-7. Goldblatt won both
ends of a doubleheader on May 6,
both in relief. Anderson, the younger
brother of Don (’66) and Richie (’70),
threw four shutouts and a no-hitter.
But Cilo’s next two seasons – despite
fine play by Paul Pecka, Jim Salinger,
Ira Thorne, Cary Crawford and Bruce
Jester – were just 18-24.

Pete Lima, one of the state’s top
fastpitch softball pitchers and 99-41
as the jayvee baseball coach, took
over in 1975. There was talent – Dave
Yatcilla, Salinger, Scott Jones, Jim
Reid, Mark Carroll, and future major
league pitcher Jeff Stember – but the
team was 11-14. A 12-12 mark fol-
lowed, despite the addition of hard-
throwing Jeff Kole. But the 1977 and
’78 teams went 17-13 and 21-5. Play-
ers like Joe Della Badia, Larry Cohen,
Dennis Gibbons, Owen Brand, K.C.
Knobloch, Kurt Stock, Bob Hearon,
Jim Piantkoski, Dave Saltzman and
Keith Colicchio keyed the surge.

The ’77 team lost to New Provi-
dence in the county final and then,
after beating Scotch Plains ace Ed
Reilly twice, dropped a heartbreak-
ing, 2-1 decision to the Raiders in the
sectional title game. Making the
memory more bitter, the Raiders went
on to win the state Group 4 title.
Knobloch’s pitching brought the UCT
trophy back to WHS in 1978, but that
good vibe was gone quickly after a
first-round loss to Linden in states.

The next four years were 46-56 –
despite the play of Colicchio, John
Byrne, Rich Cotter, Rick Elliott,
Dondi Chambliss, Tom Ripperger,
Rod Yatcilla, Mike Stamer, Chris
Drabin, Paul Leifer and Kevin Mor-
ris. Lima stepped down and Bob
Brewster moved up from the jayvees
to coach the varsity in 1983.

Thirty-three years later, “Brew” is
still there. He brought a 572-293-3
record into the current season. His
teams have won 10 Union County
Tournaments, three sectional titles,
and have reached the state Group 4
title game twice in the past five years.
He has only had three losing seasons.

Brewster was a sophomore backup
catcher on Koury’s 1966 team that
went 22-4 and for years was consid-
ered WHS’s best team (and still is, by

some). Brewster has coached several
teams that could stake a claim to
being WHS’s “best.” Before Brewster
there had been two teams with 20 or

more wins, under Brewster there have
been 11, with two others at 19 and
another three with 18.

After going 40-35 his first three
springs, the 1986 team went 18-11
and won its first UCT under “Brew,”
with Mike Connell hitting .429 and
Clint Factor (8-1) and Chuck Mueller
(5-1) on the mound. The next year
rebounded from a 1-5 start to finish
21-9-1 – featuring Factor (.437) and
Mike Varano (.393), and pitchers
Mueller (5-0), Kevin Stock (4-1) and
Dave Lavender (3-1) – and included
another UCT title, a wild 13-12, eight-
inning win over Elizabeth. But for the
second straight year the season ended
with a state-tournament loss to the
Minutemen.

The 1988 team started the season
ranked No. 3 in the state, lost its UCT
opener to Clark, and finished 19-7.
But, after ousting Elizabeth, 15-8, in
the semifinals, it also won the first on-
the-field sectional title (1949’s sec-
tional champs had been awarded the
title by the NJSIAA) with 7-2 win
over Bloomfield. The Devils then had
nationally ranked Memorial of West
New York on the ropes in the state
semifinals before falling 2-1. Factor
(.453, 6-3), Stock (.421, 7-3) and Ted
Hobbie (.408) led the way.

After two mediocre seasons, the
Blue Devils were on a roll from 1991-
99, going 177-72 and winning four
straight UCT championships starting
in 1994.

In the spring of 1991 Brewster had
shortstop Drew Keehn and versatile
John Fox to build around, and sopho-
mores p-lf Chris Infantino, 2b Dave
Duelks, 3b Dave Harwood and 1b
Adam Yannuzzi were good enough to
pencil right into the lineup for the
next three years. The teams went 20-
10, 20-8 and 22-7, and played in the
1991 and ’93 UCT finals, losing to
Elizabeth and Union.

The 1994-97 years were excep-
tional, with county championships
every year. The ’94 squad went 24-7,
setting a school record for wins that
lasted … one year. Catcher Ron No-
bile earned all-state after hitting .406
and handling Chris Vogel, Kris Will-
iams and Stephen Cheek. The ’95
team went 27-3 featuring Williams
(10-1, .433), Cheek (9-0, .330) and
Brian Ciemniecki (4-2, .381).

After five straight springs with 20-

plus wins, the ’96 squad dipped to 17-
10. Ciemniecki had a huge senior
year, hitting .453 with 44 hits, includ-
ing 10 doubles, 5 triples and 2 hom-
ers. He also was 29-for-30 on steals.
WHS became the first team to win

Bob Brewster has been the WHS base-
ball coach since 1983, when his star
player was younger brother Roger, a
senior catcher.

Blue Devil Boys Capture First
At Summit Track/Field Relays

The Westfield High School boys
track and field team demonstrated its
well-rounded approach with victo-
ries on the track, in the jumps and in
the field events to capture first with a
total of 58 at the Summit Relays at
Tatlock Field in Summit on April 2.
The Lady Blue Devil varsity team
placed in the top-6 in eight events.

The foursome of Rob Brown, Jelani
Pierre, Nick Greenspan and Ishmael
Glasco led the boys to victory in the
4x100 with a time of 44.56. Pierre at
20-1 (meet’s best jump) and Phil
Dwyer at 19-6.25 (4th best) won the
long jump with a distance of 39-7.25.
SPF Raider Marquel Taylor had the
meet’s second best jump with a leap
of 19-10.5. Blue Devils Max
Schwetje, Coston O’Brien and Ben
Buontempo won the discus with a
distance of 324-7. Raider Alex
Skowronski had the third best throw
in the discus with a heave of 117-9.

Blue Devils Nick Antonelli,
Greenspan, Jacob Triarsi and Ryan
Siegel crossed second in the Distance
Medley Relay at 10:46.51. Siegel,
Alex Campbell, Gabe Givelber and
Triarsi finished fourth in the 4x800 at
8:37.26. Greenspan, Glasco, O’Brien
and Antonelli finished fourth in the
Sprint Medley Relay at 3:45.48. Tom
Fuccillo (136-6), Ben Kelly and Jacob
Cullen took second in the javelin with
a distance of 383-2.

Raiders Aaron McGriff, Ian
MacPherson, Kyle Estivene and Ben
Powell finished third in the shuttle
hurdles at 1:06.89. Raiders Isaiah
Thompson (5-10 best clearance) and
Nigel Nelson (5-8 second best) won
the high jump at 11-6. Blue Devils
Pierre and Dwyer had a total height of
10-10.

For the girls, Blue Devils Anna
Browne, Hannah Hawkins, Adriana
Vergara and Brooke Schaeffer fin-
ished second in the Sprint Medley
Relay at 4:19.62. Raiders Samantha
Gorman, Trinity Hart, Imani Rivers
and Annie Pierce took fourth at
4:32.88. Hawkins, Browne, Vergara
and Tani Horton took second in the
4x100 at 51.87. Hawkins (15-2.5)
and Browne (14-6.5) placed second
in the long jump with a distance of
29-9.

Blue Devils Noelle Blackford, Tay-
lor Bechtloff, Devyn Heinzerling and
Cindy Qiang finished fourth in the
4x800 at 10:24.21. Mia Melao,
Bechtloff, Blackford and Emma
Jackler placed fourth in the Distance
Medley Relay at 13:16.92. Melao,
Jackler, Browne and Hawkins took
fifth in the 4x400 at 4:16.89. Kylinn
Kraemer and Tess Brown placed third
in the pole vault with a height of 14-
6. Keren Moncayo, Kraemer and
Madelyn Jacobs placed sixth in the
javelin with a distance of 219-11.
Raider Madeline Weber had the sec-
ond-best toss in the javelin at 104-5.

four straight UCTs in 1997 – and they
used four different pitchers – Vogel,
Kris Williams, Ciemniecki and Matt
Williams – to do that. Bob Meyer
(.431) and Marcus Matielli (.405)
were the big bats that spring.

With hitters Lamont Turner and
Brian Flynn, the sons of two of the
town’s baseball legends in the ’60s
and ’70s, the next few years saw good
records … but no bling. It wasn’t until
2002 that WHS returned to the 20-
win club (21-5-1) and won another
UCT. That team featured Jay Cook
(6-0) and Andrew Garrison (5-1) on
the mound, and Brett Picaro, Ben
Koket, Mike Sofka, Cook, Josh
Ludmer, Blair Richardson, Brian
Butts, John Leonardis and Jimmy
McKeon.

Freshmen Mike Murray, Tom
Ricciuti and Mike Diaz joined a 2003
team that featured seniors Butts and
Tyler Patka. The Devils went 45-27
the next three years, with Billy Hearon
and Jan Cocozziello having big years,
then went 20-7 in 2006 and won an-
other UCT. Jayson Anderson (.435,
3-1), Craig Ellis (.333, 7-2) and Justin
Olsen (.420) were also major con-
tributors.

Good years followed – 16-10, 18-
6, 16-6, 18-9 – thanks to guys like
Evan Shapiro (.469 career average,
one perfect game), Joe Vall-Llobera,
Tom Bonard, Evan Einstein, Mike
Cappiello, Chris Jenkins, Ryan and
Aiden Scanlon, Mike Lessner and
Rob Anderson. And then came a break-
through 25-5 season in 2011. That
team featured the 1-2-3-4 punch of
Tim Younger, James O’Rourke, A.J.
Murray and Dan Kerr. They pulled
out one state game after another with
last-inning rallies before losing a 29-
14 slugfest to Manalapan in the state
Group 4 final.

The next three years were 60-20 and
included either a county (2012, 2014)
or sectional (2013) title. The 2012
team had Mike Mondon (7-0) on the
mound, and the .400 club of O’Rourke,
Brett Ryan, Matt Varakian and Mike
Ionta at the top of the order, plus Liam
Devin (.394) fifth. With Kevin Galasso
(7-2) and Mike Androconis (5-1) pitch-
ing, the 2013 team had a thrilling state
tourney – 1-0, 2-1, 4-2 and 3-2 victo-
ries before falling in the state final to
Eastern, 8-1.

The 2014 team was 20-4, getting
plenty of pitching – Brad DeMartino,
Androconis, Jack Bunting and Brad
Norris – and solid defense up the
middle from Ionta, Tyler Bowman,
Matt Storcks and Anthony Perconte.
They won the UCT and reached sec-
tional finals before Millburn ended
the season.

Last season was 13-13, almost
WHS’s first losing season since 2000’s
9-14. There were early exits from the

county and state tournaments. But
good performances by juniors Chris
Rinaldi, Steve Barmakian and Devin
Anderson, and sophomore Alex
Pansini, give Brewster a solid base
for the current season.

Next: Tennis

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

PUBLIC NOTICE
GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF A SPECIAL MEETING
OF THE

PLANNING BOARD

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on Mon-
day, April 18, 2016, the Planning Board
will convene for a Special Meeting at 7:30
pm. at Lincoln School, 400 Second Av-
enue, Garwood, New Jersey for the

Continuation of presentation of South
Avenue Redevelopment Plan Report from
Planner Victor Vinegra dated November
2015-revised through 3/23/16. The rede-
velopment area is identified on the Bor-
ough Tax Maps as Lot 1, 2, 3, 4, & 5 of
Block 401.

Action may be taken.
Adele C. Lewis

Board Secretary
1 T - 4/7/16, The Leader Fee: $19.38

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-008481-14
FILE NO. 18459-14

NOTICE TO REDEEM

US BANK CUST FOR TOWER
DBW; PLAINTIFF VS. ROB-
ERT ROMERO; MRS. ROB-
ERT ROMERO, WIFE OF ROB-
ERT ROMERO; COUNTY OF
MIDDLESEX; STATE OF NEW
JERSEY; DEFENDANT(S)

TO: ROBERT ROMERO; MRS. ROB-
ERT ROMERO, WIFE OF ROBERT
ROMERO;

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on March 29, 2016, the Superior
Court Fixed May 13, 2016 between the
hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon and
four o’clock in the afternoon, prevailing
time, at the office of the Tax Collector of
UNION, located at 1976 MORRIS AV-
ENUE, UNION, NEW JERSEY 07083 as
the time and place when and where you
may pay to the plaintiff the amount so
found due for principal and interest on its
certificate of tax sale as follows:

LOT 19 BLOCK 4013 on the tax dupli-
cate of  UNION. Total amount required to
redeem tax sale certificate no. 11-00038 is
$106,746.40, together with interest from
February 29, 2016 and costs of $1,192.95.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be de-
barred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judg-
ment is entered.

Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 4/7/16, The Leader Fee: $48.45

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a Special Meeting
on April 21, 2016, at 7:30 pm., Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, First Floor
Council Chambers to hear the application
of Robert & Amelia McTamaney, 1390 &
1410 Terrill Road, Block 14901, Lots 47 &
49, R-1 Zone who is proposing to subdi-
vide one (1) lot into three (3) lots, and re-
subdivide one (1) lot by reducing its area
contrary to the following zoning ordinances:

Proposed Lot 49.03:
Section 23-3.4A,Para. A, One Family

Dwelling, Schedule of Lot, Yard and
Building Regulations:

Column 4 Lot Width: Minimum Re-
quired: 160 feet. Proposed: 128 feet.

Column 4a Street Frontage Width:
Minimum Required: 145 feet. Proposed:
128 feet.

Section 23-3.4D, Para. A, R-1 Zone,
Side and Rear Yard Set-backs for Sec-
ondary Structures: Required: 30 feet for
all structures greater than 200 feet. Exist-
ing: 7.68 feet at the rear. Proposed: 8 feet
+/- to the side by scale.

Proposed Lot 47.01:
Section 23-3.4A, Para. A, R-1 Zone,

One Family Dwelling, Schedule of Lot,
Yard & Building Regulations:

Column 1 Lot Area (square feet): Mini-
mum Required: 40,000 square feet. Pro-
posed: 24,087 square. feet.

Column 4 Lot Width: Minimum Re-
quired: 160 feet. Proposed: 99.43 feet.

Column 4a Street Frontage Width:
Minimum Required: 145 feet. Proposed:
99.43 feet.

Section 23-6a1, Non-Conforming
Uses: Required: That no nonconforming
lot shall be further reduced in size. Exist-
ing: 33,037 square feet. Proposed: 24,087
square feet.

Section 23-3.4A, Para. A, R-1 Zone,
One Family Dwelling, Schedule of Lot,
Yard & Building Regulations:

Column 8 Side Yard: Minimum Re-
quired: 30 feet. Proposed: 16.88 feet.

Column 9 Total Both Side Yards: Mini-
mum Required: 65 feet. Proposed: 48.55
feet.

Proposed Lot 49.02:
Section 23-3.4A, Para. A, R-1 Zone,

One Family Dwelling, Schedule of Lot,
Yard & Building Regulations:

Column 3 Lot Area: Minimum Required:
40,000 square feet. Proposed: 35,499
square feet.

Column 4 Lot Width: Minimum Re-
quired: 160 feet. Proposed: 148.75 feet.

Proposed Lot 49.01:
Section 23-3.4A, Para. A, R-1 Zone,

One Family Dwelling, Schedule of Lot,
Yard & Building Regulations:

Column 4 Lot Width: Minimum Re-
quired: 160 feet. Proposed: 151.32 feet.

The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Board

1 T - 4/7/16, The Times Fee: $70.38

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on March
28, 2016, the Planning Board of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains adopted the follow-
ing Resolutions:

Neil J. Dworkin, Esq., an attorney of
the State of New Jersey with the law firm of
Neil J. Dworkin, Attorney At Law, located at
664 Stuyvesant Avenue, P.O. Box 497,
Irvington, New Jersey, appointed Attor-
ney to the Planning Board for the period
effective from February 22, 2016 to De-
cember 31, 2016.

Neglia Engineering Associates, 1119
Raritan Road, Clark, New Jersey, ap-
pointed Consulting Engineer to the Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment for the period
effective from January 11, 2016 to Decem-
ber 31, 2016.

Jennifer Beahm, PP, from the firm of
CME Associates, 1460 Route 9 South,
Howell, New Jersey, appointed Consult-
ing Planner to the Board of Adjustment for
the period effective from January 11, 2016
to December 31, 2016.

Shannon Rapant, Secretary
Planning Board

1 T - 4/7/16, The Times Fee: $27.03

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 4/21/16, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:
Maintenance Roadway Repair Contract North, Sub-Region N-3, Contract No.
N313, U.S. 1 & 9 and Route 28, Fanwood Borough, Linden City, Plainfield City,
Rahway City and Woodbridge Township, Middlesex and Union Counties;

100% State; DP No: 15422
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 (P.L 1975, c.

127); N.J.A.C. 17:27.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.19, contractors must provide a Certification and

Disclosure of Political Contribution Form prior to contract award.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,

Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontrac-
tors prior to contract award or authorization.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor, Division of Wage and hour Compliance at the time of bid.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at Bid
Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe
follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents and plans
and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are directly
payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected
(BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field Offices at the
following locations:

200 Stierli Court One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, New  Jersey 07856 Cherry Hill, New Jersey  08002
973-601-6690 856-486-6623

3 T - 3/31/16, 4/7/16 and 4/14/16, The Leader Fee: $168.30

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on April 27, 2016
at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough Hall,
located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 3 Beverly Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey, also known as Block 4 Lot
7.01,  as shown on the Fanwood Tax Map,
owned by Vishal and Bhavna Ajwani.

The applicant requests to build a rear
yard patio which is in violation of:

Section 184-134 D.2 of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested: rear
setback; Permitted: 25 feet; Present: 20
feet; Proposed: 12 feet.

Section 184-115 E9 of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested:
maximum improvement coverage; Permit-
ted: 35%; Present: 33.08%; Proposed:
37.96%.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Of-
fice of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicant:
Vishal and Bhavna Ajwani

3 Beverly Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

1 T - 4/7/16, The Times Fee: $37.23

The 1995 WHS baseball team went 27-3 and captured the Union County Tournament title. Front row (from left): Jorge
Amorim, Jay White, Chris Schwarzenbek, Brian Ciemniecki, Billy Rhodes, Mike Barone, Mark Cerefice; back row: coach
Bob Brewster, Craig Tinervin, Kris Williams, Ryan Mann, Stephen Cheek, Matt Brotherton, Steve Shannon, Matt Demasi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that the
final revised ordinance as follows was
passed and adopted by the Town Council
of the Town of Westfield at a meeting
thereof held on April 5, 2016.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2062

CALENDAR YEAR 2016
ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH

A CAP BANK
(N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14)

1 T - 4/7/16, The Leader Fee: $14.79

PUBLIC NOTICE
GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY

PLANNING BOARD

CHANGE OF LOCATION

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the regu-
larly scheduled Planning Board meeting of
Wednesday, April 27, 2016, will convene
at 7:30 pm. at Lincoln School, 400 Sec-
ond Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey.

Action may be taken.
Adele C. Lewis

Board Secretary
1 T - 4/7/16, The Leader Fee: $12.24

Probitas Verus Honos
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Raiders’ Aggressiveness Stuns Blue Devils, 11-1
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Westfield Train Station
South side (Leader/Times)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

1617 Boynton Avenue, Westfield 

Single Size : 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425
Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

  

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

HANDY MAN &
CARPENTER SERVICE
No Job Too Big or Small

• Seasoned Construction Professional

• Seniors Friendly Pricing & Service

• Insured

Snow Plowing Also Available

Call Phil: 908-246-9448

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

CMZ CLEANING SERVICES
Let Us Make Your Life Easier

We Clean HOMES • OFFICES

Weekly • Bi-Weekly
Monthly • 1 Time

Call or e-mail today for a free estimate

908-322-4502

Insured/Bonded

cmzclean@yahoo.com

Spring is here: Let’s do this!

www.finaltouchpaintinginc.com

Exterior and

Interior Painting

Over 20 years

of experience

General

Carpentry

Fully

Insured

JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Installation
Crown Molding

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

SPF’S NARDONE NETS 4 GOALS, CF’S HARRIS 3 GOALS

Raiders Stifle Cougars 10-4,
Reclaim Boys Lax Cole’s Cup

POWER POWERS 6 GOALS; S. ROSS 4 GOALS, 6 ASSISTS

Cranford Girls Roar Past
Lancers in Lax Opener, 17-7

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It was a solid debut for the 2016
Cranford High School girls’ lacrosse
team. The Lady Cougars had little
trouble in dispatching of the
Livingston Lancers, 17-7, in their
season opener played on March 30 in
Cranford. Senior Megan Power led
the way for Cranford with six goals
and one assist.

“This year we want to build upon
what we started last year,” said
Power, a senior. “So far, our attack
has been really strong. I felt like we
could have played a little better in
the first half but we came out at the
start of the second half and took
control of the game. I don’t think we
really have any limits as far as what
we can accomplish this year. It is just
a matter of whether we go out there
and do it each time we take the field
together.”

Power scored the first two goals of
the game to give Cranford a 2-0 lead
less than three minutes into the con-
test. Power would come back to score

her third goal of the first half on a cut
through the middle to make it 4-2
Cranford at 13:20. Moments later,
Hannah Ross provided the nicest goal
of the game on a spin move in front
of the net that put the Cougars up 5-
2 with 10:33 to play in the half.

“The Ross girls did a great job for
us today,” said Cranford Head Coach
Samantha Berk. “Of course, Megan
Power controlled the ball for us all
day on the center draw. Even our
freshman goalkeeper, Anna Horne did
a nice job for us. We got a lot of
contributions across the lineup.”

Sarah Ross finished with four goals
and six assists and Hannah Ross added
three goals and three assists for
Cranford, which took an 8-4 lead into
the break.

The Cougars took command of the
game early in the second half by
outscoring Livingston, 8-1, over the
first 13 minutes to forge a 16-5 lead.
Perhaps most impressive about the
Cranford performance was how
quickly and forcefully they responded
to any goals from the opponent.

On five separate occasions in the
game, the Cougars answered a
Livingston goal with one of their own
less than a minute later. That kind of
quick strike response left the visiting
Lancers with little chance to cut into
the deficit.

“I feel like we have a really com-
petitive group of players here,” said
Power. “When the other team scores
we kind of take it as a slap in the face.”

Coach Berk agreed. “They have
that fire burning inside of them that
when something goes wrong on the
field, they want to correct it as quick
as possible.”

Jeannie Padden had three goals and
two assists for Cranford. Abby Ganley
added one goal and one assist. Anna
Horne recorded five saves in net for
the Cougars.

Tatum Peacock scored four goals
and had two assists for Livingston.
Goaltender Daniella Terry, under fire
the entire contest, recorded 16 saves
in defeat.
Livingston 4 3 7
Cranford 8 9 17

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys’ lacrosse team is sending
an early season message. The rest of
the county should take note. The 2016
Raiders look like a very different team
than the one that struggled last year.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood cruised to a
10-4 victory over Cranford on April 2
in Cranford in the third annual Cole’s
Cup game between the two schools.

“Last year was a tough year for us,”
said Scotch Plains-Fanwood Head
Coach Nick Miceli. “The kids who are
playing now can still taste what that
was like. It was important for us to
come out here today and play a com-
plete game against a good team.”

Richard Nardone scored four goals
for Scotch Plains-Fanwood, which
dominated from beginning to end. The
Raiders improved to 2-0 on the sea-
son, while Cranford dropped to 0-2.

“This was just a game between two
evenly matched teams and one came
out ready to play and clearly wanted
it more than we did,” said Cranford
Head Coach Al Reinoso. “We were
flat in every phase of play. We were
never able to establish any momen-
tum. We actually played much better
in our first game, which was also a

loss, but at least we played well.”
Robert Gordon added two goals for

the victorious Raiders. Scott Nizolak,
Cooper Heisey, Jordan Belford and
Jack Brady also scored one goal each.
Chris Duffy made 12 saves in the win.
David Walker won nine ground balls.
The Raiders built a 6-1 lead by the half
and was never seriously threatened.

“We came out strong and controlled
the game,” said Miceli. “We had a lot
of quality possessions in the first half
that ended in goals.”

Cranford could get little going on
offense throughout the game. Even on
occasions in which they had advan-
tages, the Cougars failed to break
through. Scotch Plains-Fanwood was
the quicker, fresher team on this day.

“We feel like we have a deep team
this year and we ran a lot of guys in
and out of the game,” said Miceli.
“We were a man down a couple of
times today and we were able to kill
penalties.”

A pair of goals by Nardone in the
third quarter extended the Raider lead
to 8-1 essentially ending any threat of
a Cougar rally. Tom Harris scored
three goals on the day, including a pair
in the fourth quarter, to lead the
Cranford effort.

The game marked the third time the

two teams have played for Cole’s
Cup. Cole’s Cup is named in honor of
Cole Weber, the former Scotch Plains-
Fanwood varsity goaltender, who
missed an entire season as he battled
a form of blood cancer. After he was
cleared to return to sports activities,
the teams agreed to name a trophy in
his honor. Weber finished his high
school career last season, sharing time
in the net with Chris Duffy. Last year
Cranford won the cup, defeating the
Raiders, 12-4.

“I’ve played with Cole for eight
years now,” said SP-F senior goal-
keeper Chris Duffy. “He is a close
friend. It is a big thing to be able to go
out there and win a game that is named
for him. It feels especially good after
losing to them last year in this game.”

Duffy came up big in Saturday’s con-
test recording 12 saves and holding
Cranford to just two goals until the final
minute of the contest. Duffy says that
while the early results are different this
season, the attitude has not changed.

“Our team has the same mindset
now as we do every year,” said Duffy.
“We want to win the state, county and
conference title and of course, we
wanted to get this game today.”
Sc Pl-Fanwood 2 4 2 2 10
Cranford 1 1 0 2 4

junior Peter Yarem behind the plate.
“He’s a huge target. He sets up his

spot great. He’s got a great arm from
behind the plate. He’s just a great
catcher. I love throwing to him,”
DeFouw said.

“He was a good pitcher for us last
year. He’s so much improved. He’s
really pitching like a leader and with
Peter behind the plate,” Raider Head
Coach Joe Higgins said.

Like all opposing catchers who play
in Westfield, the 70-foot backstop
behind the plate could be intimidat-
ing.

“Definitely! I got to make sure I get
my body in front of every pitch that
comes my way. I owe it to my team-
mates with the big backstop back there
to make sure nothing gets by me.
Especially for Jack. When he’s throw-
ing a gem like that, be on my ‘A’ game
and make sure I get every ball for

him,” Yarem said.
Yarem brought his “A” game at the

plate also with an RBI double, a single,
a walk and two runs scored. But he
was not alone as Matt Fox (2 RBI, 3
runs) went 3-for-4 and Tyler O’Brien
(2 RBI, 2 runs) rapped a pair of singles.
Peter Warren and Colin McAlindin
each singled and scored twice, and
George Mueller doubled and added
an RBI.

“We got runners on base right away.
We were knocking on the door early.
Coach kept telling us we got to keep
on pressing on them. We got to keep
on hitting the ball and spraying it.
Pete Warren batting leadoff, Colin
McAlindin second did a good job
getting on base to make sure I could
drive them in. I just squared one off to
make sure I got Colin home,” Yarem
said.

The Raiders took a small jump in

the top of the first inning when Yarem
singled, stole second and scored on
Fox’s RBI single. The Blue Devils
tied the score in the second when
Steve Barmakian slashed a single past
first, Jacob Kurstedt doubled to left
and JD Marner hit an RBI sacrifice fly
to center.

But the Raiders combined six hits
with aggressive base running to plate
five runs in the third inning to seize a
6-1 lead. Warren singled. McLindin’s
dribbler drew a bad throw from the
catcher, which in turn influenced a
bad throw to third by the first baseman,
allowing Warren to score.

“The catcher should have never
thrown it because he was on his butt.
That slowed his throw down. The first
baseman gets the ball and he tries to
lead the third baseman to third. You
don’t do that. Let it go. Try to live for

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING TO THIRD IN TIME...Raider Matt Fox dives into third base safely on a dropped ball at the plate in the fifth
inning at Bob Brewster, Sr. Memorial Field in Westfield on April 1. Blue Devil third baseman Steve Barmakian prepares
to catch the throw from home. The Raiders won the season opener, 11-1, in six innings.
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SPRING BLAST 13U CHAMPS...Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Russell
Kobrin, Shane Carlin, John Thorburn, Jake Holtzman, Adam Dunaief and Enzo
Mizerek; back row, Coach J Thorburn, Drew Pink, Matthew Meixner, Jackson
Jordan, Holden Grantz, Chris Rizzi, Coach J Mizerek and Coach D Grantz. Not
Pictured: Liam Henderson.

WF 13U Baseballers Win
Spring Blast Tournament

The Westfield 13U baseball team
won the U.S.A.B.L. 2016 Spring Blast
tournament in Hazlet on March 26.
The Westfield boys finished at 3-0,
outscoring their opponents, 21-2, over
three games. Westfield defeated
Chatham and the Bergen County
Hawks in pool play to advance to the
championship game against the Jack-
son NJ Muckdogs.

Westfield defeated Chatham, 10-0,
behind strong pitching from Enzo
Mizerk and Jake Holtzman. Drew Pink
and Jake Holtzman held Bergen
County to one run over six innings in
a 9-1 win.

In the championship game, Jack-
son Jordan and Holden Grantz com-
bined for seven innings, holding a
very good Jackson NJ team to one

run, in a crisply played 2-1 win.
Westfield supported the strong pitch-
ing with well-timed hitting and ter-
rific team defense throughout the tour-
nament.

Coach Dave Grantz said, “The
Spring Blast tournament presented is
with the first games of our Spring
season. The boys have been practic-
ing for a few weeks and it was great
to see the hard work at practice pay-
off for the team. The boys executed
on the mound, on defense and on
offense throughout the day. The team
kept their focus for three games –
especially in the Final, a seven inning
pitcher’s duel, where Westfield held
a one-run lead for five innings. To-
day was a real team effort and a great
beginning to the 13U season.”

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD ATHLETES OF THE WEEK...Sarah Ross, a senior on the girls’
varsity lacrosse team has been doing an excellent job leading the Cougars in her
role as captain and is leading the offense in both goals and assists in their home and
away season openers. James Shriner (not shown), a freshman on the baseball team,
had two hits in his varsity start in a 5-3 victory over Westfield.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE OF SALE OF REAL PROPERTY

RESOLUTION NO. 2016-83

Resolution authorizing Sale of Real Property – 546 Embree Crescent and 550 Embree
Crescent

WHEREAS, the Township of Scotch Plains is the owner of certain real property
designated on the Tax Map of the Township of Scotch Plains as follows:

Block No. Lot No. Street Approximate size
Block  6001 14 546 Embree Crescent .1720 acre
Block 6001 15 550 Embree Crescent .0872 acre

WHEREAS, the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains has determined
that said property (the “Property”) is not needed for public use; and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the Township of Scotch Plains to advertise for
this Property for public sale by auction to the highest bidder;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Council of the Township of
Scotch Plains:

1. The Property shall be advertised for public sale at auction, as one unit, to the highest
bidder pursuant to all requirements and procedures set forth in the Local Lands and
Buildings Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:12-1, et seq.).

2. The public sale by auction shall take place in Council Chambers at Scotch Plains, 430
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, on the 14 day of April, 2016.

3. The Township Manager and Township Clerk are hereby authorized and conducted
to conduct such sale.

4. The minimum price for the Property shall be as follows:

Block Lot Minimum Price
6001 14 & 15 $13,500

The Township Council reserves the right, after completion of said public sale, to accept
or reject the highest bid. Acceptance or rejection thereof shall be made by Resolution no
later than the second regular meeting of the governing body following the sale.

5. A deposit equal to 10% of the minimum price, that is, $1,350, shall be required.
Immediately upon the close of bidding, the highest bidder shall submit cash or a certified
or bank cashier’s check in the amount of $1,350, payable to the Township of Scotch
Plains. The balance of the purchase price, together with the costs set forth herein, shall
be paid at closing of title, which shall take place within 45 days from the date of the
Resolution of confirmation of sale. The Property shall be conveyed subject to easements
and restrictions of record, zoning ordinances, and such state of facts as an accurate
survey would reveal, and any present or future assessment for the construction of
improvements benefitting the Property.

6. The successful bidder shall pay an amount equal to or in lieu of taxes to be adjusted
as of the date of closing to the end of the year in which closing of title takes place, unless
the premises are to be placed on the tax rolls, in which case taxes shall be payable to the
Township of Scotch Plains from the date of closing. The cost of advertising, realty transfer
fee, if any, recording fees, and any other legal expenses shall be borne entirely by the
purchaser.

7. The following additional conditions shall apply:
a. The successful bidder shall abide by appropriate zoning, subdivision, health

and building regulations and codes or obtain variance relief from same and stipulate that
the sale alone will not be used as grounds to support any variance.

b. The sale of the Property shall not be construed as an approval to develop,
construct, build or use the Property. The Property is not considered buildable as it does
not front on an improved public street. Moreover, the sale of the Property shall not be
subject to any approvals.

c. The purchaser of the Property shall merge the Property conveyed to create one
tax lot and further, if the purchaser shall be the owner of any adjacent property, shall
merge the Property with the adjacent lot owned by the purchaser. Further, the deeds of
conveyance and merger shall contain a restriction to the effect that the merged Property
shall not be subdivided in the future.

d. The conveyance of title shall be by quitclaim deed, and the sale shall be subject
to easements and restrictions of record, if any. An accurate survey and inspection of the
premises may reveal municipal and all other governmental laws, ordinances and
regulation. The Property shall be sold in its “as is” condition. The Township does not
warrant or certify title to the Property and in no event shall the Township of Scotch Plains
be liable for any damages to the purchaser/successful bidder if title is found unmarketable
for any reason and the purchaser/successful bidder waives any and all rights for damages
or by way of liens against the Township. It shall be the obligation of the bidders to examine
title to said Properties.

e. The auction amount of the bids shall commence at a sum equal or greater to
the minimum bid set forth herein and shall be increased in increments of $100.00 or
higher.

f. Potential Bidders are advised: (1) To conduct all necessary title searches prior
to the date of sale; (2) That the description of the Property is intended as a general guide
only and may not be accurate. NO REPRESENTATION OF ANY KIND ARE MADE BY
THE TOWNSHIP AS TO THE CONDITION OF THE PROPERTY, SAID PROPERTY ARE
BEING SOLD IN THEIR PRESENT CONSIDTIONS “AS IS”; (3) That Bidder shall deposit
cash, check or money order in the amount of not less than 10% of the bid price at the time
of the closing of the auction. In the event that the highest bidder at auction fails to deposit
10% of the bid price at the time of the auction, the Township may re-auction the Property
at the same sale; (4) That acceptance of the bids at the auction shall constitute a binding
offer to purchase the property subject only to the approval and acceptance of the Council
of the Township of Scotch Plains. In the event that the Council approves the sale of the
Property and the successful bidder fails to pay the balance of the purchase price or fails
to close on the property within forty five (45) days from the date of the auction, the
successful bidder shall forfeit the deposit to the Township; (5) That submission of the bid
at the public auction shall be deemed as an agreement to comply with the terms and
conditions as provided herein; (6) That the Property does not front on an improved public
street and is not believed to be developable; (7) Successful bidders shall pay at the time
of closing: (a) The balance of the purchase price; (b) All costs incurred by the Township
of Scotch Plains associated with the sale and transfer of the aforementioned Property,
including but not limited to the Township’s Attorney’s fees and costs associated with the
auction, sale and transfer of the aforementioned Property, the costs of publication of the
within resolution, costs of the publication of the Notice of Sale and any other fees
reasonably related to the transfer of the Property; and (c) Prorated real estate taxes for
the balance of the current year as of the date of the closing.

g. Neither the minimum bids set forth herein nor the ultimate purchase prices for
the Property shall be used before any County Board of Taxation, Tax Court of New Jersey,
or in any court of this State as grounds to support a challenge of the existing assessments
with regard to other properties.

h. In the event that the successful bidder fails to close on the Property, the
Township may sell the Property to the next to highest bidder/s in the order of highest to
lowest bids without the necessity of a second auction. However, in no event shall the sale
amount be lower than the minimum bid set forth herein. Notwithstanding the foregoing,
successful bidders who fail to close title on the Property as set forth herein shall forfeit to
the Township of Scotch Plains any and all money deposited with the Township; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Township Council of the Township of Scotch
Plains, that it hereby designates and delegates to the Mayor, Township Manger,
Township Clerk, Township Attorney and all other Township employees and officials the
authority to conduct and effectuate the public sale at auction of the Properties and to
make, execute and deliver such documents as are necessary and proper to do so.

This resolution was adopted at a regular meeting of the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, Union County, New Jersey on March 22, 2016.

Bozena Lacina, RMC
Municipal Clerk

2 T - 3/31/16 & 4/7/16, The Times Fee: $379.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a Special Meeting
on April 21, 2016 at 7:30 pm, Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, First Floor
Council Chambers to hear the Waiver of
Site Plan and Conditional Use Variance
application of Lou’s Shop, (owned by Natale
Enterprises LLC), 2460 Plainfield Avenue,
Block 6502, Lot 5, located in the M-1 Zone.

The Applicant is seeking approval for a
motor vehicle service establishment con-
trary to the following zoning ordinances:

Section 23-3.14, M-1 Industrial Zone
stipulates:

c. Conditional Uses
2. Motor vehicle Establishments
Section 23-5.2(e1) - Motor Vehicle

Service Establishments: Required: A
minimum lot area of 15,000 square feet
shall be provided together with a minimum
lot width of 100 feet. Existing/Proposed:
The lot area is 7,819 square feet. The lot
width is 45.5 feet.

Section 23-5.2(e2a) - Motor Vehicle
Service Establishments: Required: Lot
shall not be closer than 1,000 feet to a
public or private school, hospital, church,
library, or other similar place of public
assembly. Existing/Proposed: the prop-
erty is across from the Scotch Hills Country
Club, and is within 1,000 feet of property
owned by the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education.

Section 23-5.2(e2b) - Motor Vehicle
Service Establishments: Required: Lot
shall be no closer than 100 feet from the
intersection of any 2 streets designated as
arterial, primary or secondary on the town-
ship master plan. Existing/Proposed: The
lot is situated 75 feet to Evans Avenue.

Section 23-5.2(e3) - Yard require-
ments: Required: Yard requirements,
which are applicable to all pumps, me-
chanical equipment and other appliances
in addition to the main structure are as
follows:

(a) Front, side and rear yard areas – 25
feet. Existing/Proposed: Side yard is 2
feet.

(b) Maximum lot coverage - 20 percent.
Existing/Proposed:  Lot coverage is 100
percent.

Section 23-5(e5a) - Parking facilities
shall be maintained…

Required: Two square feet of space for
each square foot of floor area in the pri-
mary building. Existing: The building is
approx. 1,600 square feet; therefore re-
quiring 19 parking spaces. Proposed: In-
stall 2 parking spaces, one ADA compli-
ant, in the front of the building; requiring a
variance for 17 spaces.

Section 23-2.3(l2) – Off-street parking
facilities…

Required: No off-street parking space
shall be located within a required front yard
in any zone. Existing/Proposed:  Parking
would be located in the front yard of the
property.

Section 23-2.3(l6) – Off-street parking
facilities…

Required:  No parking shall be permitted
during non-business hours on a motor
vehicle service establishment, unless the
vehicle has become inoperable in the pro-
cess of mechanical repairs being per-
formed on the premises. A decision re-
garding off-street parking will be deter-
mined by the Zoning Board of Adjustment.

The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours at
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Board

1 T - 4/7/16, The Times Fee: $80.07

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

TAKE NOTICE that on the 21st day of
March, 2016, the Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment of the Township of Cranford, in the
County of Union took the following actions:

1. Application #ZBA-15-026: Contin-
ued the hearing for 310 Centennial Av-
enue, LLC, Applicant, 310 Centennial Av-
enue, Block 525, Lot 5, VC Zone, Site plan
approval to permit construction of a new
mixed-use building with the following vari-
ances: to exceed the maximum allowable
height and number of stories (§136-30
Schedule 1, Attachment 1) and
NJSA40:55D-70(1); less than the mini-
mum required area for a parking space
(§136-23.6(3)[a][1]; tree island breaks not
provided (§136-23.6(8)[c]; granite block
curbing not provided (§136-23.6(8)[g];
loading/unloading zone not provided
(§136-23.6(12); less than the minimum
required front yard setback (§136-30
Schedule 1 Attachment 1 (front yard set-
back); less than the minimum required
rear yard setback (§136-30 Schedule 1
Attachment 1 (rear yard setback); less
than the minimum required number of on-
site parking spaces provided (§136-39A(1)
(parking schedule 1); less than the mini-
mum required distance from a residential
zone for parking (§136-23.6(3)(a); and to
exceed the maximum allowable density
(§136-55) to May 9, 2016.

Jeffrey Pistol
Board Secretary

1 T - 4/7/16, The Leader Fee: $32.64

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that on Thurs-
day, April 21, 2016 at 7:30 PM in the
Council Chambers, first floor, Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey, a Public Hearing will be held
by the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the
Township of Scotch Plains for major sub-
division and variance approvals (Section
23-3.4: “d(5)” use variance for density –
3.8 units permitted, 4 units proposed; Sec-
tion 23-3.4A: lot area – 40,000 square feet
minimum, 24,087 square feet proposed
Lot 47.01, 35,499 square feet proposed
Lot 49.02; Section 23-3.4A: lot width – 160
feet minimum, 100.45 feet proposed Lot
47.01, 151.23 feet proposed Lot 49.01,
151.23 feet proposed Lot 49.02, 128.12
feet proposed Lot 49.03; Section 23-3.4A:
street frontage – 145 feet minimum, 99.43
feet proposed Lot 47.01, 128.12 feet pro-
posed Lot 49.03; Section 23-3.4A: side
yard setback – 30 feet minimum, 16.68
feet proposed Lot 47.01, 25.20 feet pro-
posed Lot 49.03; Section 23-3.4A: side
yard setback total – 65 feet minimum,
48.55 feet proposed Lot 47.01, 51.49 feet
proposed Lot 49.03; Section 23-3.4A: lot
coverage – 40% maximum, 48.8% pro-
posed Lot 49.03; Section 23-3.4D: side
yard setback (accessory structure) – 30
feet minimum, 7.56 feet proposed Lot
49.03; Section 23-3.4D: rear yard setback
(accessory structure) – 30 feet minimum,
7.68 feet proposed Lot 49.03) and such
other variances, relief and/or waivers that
may be required upon an analysis of the
plans and testimony at the PUBLIC HEAR-
ING on the Application submitted by the
Applicants/Owners, Robert & Amelia
McTamaney, for the properties located at
1390 & 1410 Terrill Road, Block 14901,
Lots 47 & 49 on the Tax Map of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains. The properties are
located in the R-1 Zone and the Applicants
are proposing to subdivide the properties
to create 4 new lots, maintain the existing
home, garage and pool and construct three
new single-family homes on the new lots.

When the case is called you may appear
either in person or by agent or attorney and
present any objections which you may
have to the granting of this Application. A
copy of the Application and plans are on
file and available for PUBLIC INSPEC-
TION at the Zoning Board Office located in
the Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076, during
that Office’s normal business hours.

Hehl & Hehl, P.C.
Attorneys for the Applicants

1 T - 4/7/16, The Times Fee: $53.55

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Township of Cranford, and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served upon you that an application for
development, Application No. ZBA-15-040
to be located in Zone: R-4, on the premises
known as 102 Riverside Drive, Cranford,
New Jersey 07016, Block No. 264, Lot No.
16, has been submitted by: Christopher &
Ana Chervenyak of 102 Riverside Drive,
Cranford, New Jersey 07016.

The proposed development involves and
requires the granting of relief from the
following requirements of the ordinance so
as to permit:

Extend the pitched roof to increase vol-
ume of the attic and create a full third story
and build a porch which will be 22.8 feet
setback from the street and any additional
relief that may be required from the board.

The Zoning Board will conduct a public
hearing on this matter on 04/25/2016 at
8:15 p.m. in Room 108 of the Cranford
Township Municipal Building, 8 Spring-
field Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey. Any
person or persons affected by this applica-
tion will have an opportunity to present any
objections to the proposed development.
The Board does, however, have the right
to exclude repetitious testimony.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 8:00
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the Planning/Zoning
Department, Cranford Township Munici-
pal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey.

Applicant
Christopher & Ana Chervenyak

102 Riverside Drive
Cranford, New Jersey 07016

1 T - 4/7/16, The Leader Fee: $37.23

MOVING SALE - 1 DAY ONLY

524 Pine Street, Roselle
Saturday 4/9, 10am - 3pm

Quilts, China, Crystal, Glass, Art-
work, Teddy Bears, Pie Safe, Ce-
dar Chest, Dry Sink, Rocking
Chairs, Sofa, Tables, Shelves,
Clock, Holiday Decorations, Coun-
try Collectibles,and More. For More
Info and Pics: DovetailsUSA.com

HELP WANTED

Landscape Laborer needed,
experience preferred but not
necessary. Call (908) 322-1021
Must Speak English.

HILTON HEAD VACATION RENTAL

Spend 4th of July in Hilton Head
Marriott's Barony Beach, Spacious
2bdr/2bath Oceanview Condo,
Sleeps 8. July 1-8 $3000 wk.

Call (908) 317-6889

Union County College seeks a
temporary PT Benefits
Administrator. This position is
responsible for administering the
College’s benefits offerings
under the NJ Division of
Pensions and Benefits
Programs; specifically Retire-
ment Systems (PERS and ABP)
and the School Health Benefits
Programs (SHBP). Hours M-F
10am to 3 pm. For consideration,
please apply online at
http://ucc.peopleadmin.com/
postings/2740

55+ Community, 1 Bedroom
Condo, large, 2 elevators,
laundry, no pets, $150k.

255 Tucker Ave, Union

55+ CONDO FOR SALE

Call Ingrid Patois
Weichert Realtors

(973) 334-9400
cell (973) 615-9500

3510 Rt46, Cherry Hill Rd.
Mt. Lakes, NJ 07046

OFFICE FOR RENT - CRANFORD

ATTORNEY / ACCOUNTANT
ONE ROOM OFFICE FOR RENT.
Attached to Busy/Established Law
Firm in Cranford. Referrals Likely.
Near GSP, Inexpensive Rent, Near
Town. Immediate Occupancy.

Call (908) 276-4789

PT LEGAL ASSISTANT WANTED

Part Time Legal Assistant With
Experience. 15 Hours a week,
Flexible Hours, Cranford Office,
Basic - Computer/Office Skills
Required. Email Resume to

476law@gmail.com

SILVIA'S CLEANING SERVICE

My name is Silvia. I am a house
cleaner for more than 18 years.
I have good references and an
awesome job. You won't regret it !!!

Clean Homes, Clean Offices
Trustworthy, Reliable

Non smoker
*weekly * Bi-weekly *Monthly
*Move-in cleaning *Move-out
cleaning *Special occasions

Free estimates, please call
(973) 432-8807

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 510-2542

DEYCI’S CLEANING SERVICES

Expert Calculus/Precalc Tutor

AP-certified, veteran HS math tu-
tor specializing in calculus and
precalculus. Master's, very expe-
rienced, patient, excellent results.
Please call Mel: (732) 603-9521.

ASIAN ANTIQUES WANTED

All Other Antiques Welcome.
High Prices Paid for Asian Antiques
North Plainfield Antique Gallery
1006 RT22 E. North Plainfield, NJ
Ask for Joseph (973) 641-8053

PROFESSIONAL OFFICE

Newly renovated office in heart
of downtown Westfield.

Conference room, kitchen, foyer
included. $800.00 per month.

Call (908) 812-5485 Mike

COMPUTER DESK FOR SALE

Computer Desk With Areas For
Storage, CPU, Keyboard And
Printer. Rich Honey Wood Finish.
Removable Covered Locking
Casters. Useful And Attractive In
Any Home Or Office.  35.5"W x
30"H x 19.5"D. Excellent Con-
dition.  $60.  Call (908) 654-6091

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE, that on Monday, Febru-
ary 22, 2016, the Planning Board  of the
Township of Scotch Plains, Union County,
New Jersey, approved the Application of
1927 Evelyn Street, LLC, Mohammed
Ghani, for minor subdivision, including de
minimis exception from sidewalk require-
ment established by the residential site
improvement standards, regarding the
property located at 1927 Evelyn Street,
Block 8702, Lot 1.01, R-3 Zone, so as to
permit said existing lot to be subdivided
into two lots, whereby the existing home
would be demolished and one new single
family home would be constructed on each
of the two new lots. The Resolution memo-
rializing said approval was duly presented
and adopted by said Planning Board at its
regularly scheduled meeting on March 28,
2016. A copy of said Resolution has been
filed in the office of the Board and/or the
office of the municipal clerk and is avail-
able for public inspection.

Shannon Rapant
Land Use Secretary

of the Township of Scotch Plains
1 T - 4/7/16, The Times Fee: $25.50

WESTFIELD
Monday, March 28, a resident of the

300 block of Park Street reported a
burglary and theft. An unknown sus-
pect gained access to the residence and
took jewelry and coins with an ap-
proximate total value of $1,100.

Wednesday, March 30, Raquel
Conyers, 39, of Roselle was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) pursuant to the investiga-
tion of a crash on the 1000 block of
Tice Place. She was transported to
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased to a responsible adult.

Wednesday, March 30, Aaron H.
Dobbs, 44, of Garwood was arrested
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop in
the area of West North Avenue and
Crossway Place on an outstanding
Piscataway traffic warrant with bail
of $86. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released, having posted
the full bail amount.

Thursday, March 31, Garrett Pryor,
23, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with DWI pursuant to the
investigation of a motor vehicle crash
on the 500 block of Cumberland Street.
Pryor was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and

released to a responsible adult.
Thursday, March 31, Marayasia

A. Wormley, 19, of South Plainfield
was arrested on a Franklin Township
traffic warrant, with bail of $500,
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop in
the area of East South Avenue and
Sussex Street. She was transported
to police headquarters, where she
was processed and released after
posting bail.

Friday, April 1, a company con-
tracted by the Town of Westfield to
repair and replace sidewalks reported
approximately $6,000 worth of dam-
age caused to freshly-poured cement
sidewalks in the area of Sylvania
Place and Lawrence Avenue. The
criminal mischief occurred between
4 p.m. on March 31 and 8 a.m. on
April 1.

Monday, April 4, Stephen Lebron,
49, of Plainfield was arrested at
Plainfield police headquarters on an
outstanding criminal warrant from
Westfield, with bail of $918. He was
released from Westfield police cus-
tody on April 5.

MOUNTAINSIDE
Saturday, March 26, four male sus-

pects, identified as a 17-year-old from
Mountainside, a 17-year-old from
Springfield, and two 18-year-olds
from Mountainside, were arrested
and charged with possession or con-
sumption of an alcoholic beverage

while underage. The individuals were
arrested while walking on Pembrook
Road.

Sunday, March 27, Melanie Abreu,
18, of Carbondale, Pa. was arrested
on a charge of driving with a sus-
pended license after she stopped to
ask for directions on Route 22 West.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Monday, March 28, Stanley

Kuleke, 39, of West Orange was
arrested and charged with exhibit-
ing a fraudulent insurance card to a
law enforcement officer. Police con-
ducted a motor vehicle stop on Route
22 East for a motor vehicle viola-
tion, at which time Kuleke presented
police with an insurance card that
was fraudulent, authorities said.
Kuleke was arrested and transported
to police headquarters, where he
was processed and released with a
summons.

Wednesday, March 30, Jwan
Miller, 21, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with possession of mari-
juana. Police had conducted a motor
vehicle stop on Route 22 East which
turned into a criminal investigation
after police smelled the odor of mari-
juana coming from within the ve-
hicle. Following the police investi-
gation, Miller was found to be in
possession of marijuana, was trans-
ported to police headquarters for pro-
cessing and given a bail amount of
$1,000.

Friday, April 1, Zakaria Darouichi,
24, of Plainfield was arrested on
outstanding warrants following a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.
Darouichi had active warrants out of
Dunellen and North Plainfield.
Darouichi was transported to police
headquarters for processing.

Friday, April 1, Mark Darouichi,
59, of Mountainside was arrested on
an outstanding warrant following a
motor vehicle stop on Route 22.
Darouichi had an active warrant out
of Plainfield. He was transported to
police headquarters for processing.

Raider Boys Trounce
E. Brunswick Laxers
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School boys lacrosse team began its
season with a 15-4 thumping of host East
Brunswick on March 30. Scott Nizolak
notched four goals, Jason Calabria net-
ted three goals and Rob Gordan had two
goals and two assists. Rich Nardone had
two goals and an assist.

Raider goalkeepers Chris Duffy and
Riley Guma each had five saves. Greg
Gross put in two goals, Dave Walker
had three assists and Jordan Belford
had two assists.
Sc Pl-Fanwood 5 4 2 4 15
East Brunswick 2 1 0 1 5

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

Probitas Verus Honos
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SHACKAMAXON COUNTRY CLUB
100 Tillinghast Turn � Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 � 908.233.1300 � Shackamaxoncc.com

Celebrating 100 years of
Tillinghast golf, incredible dining

and exciting social activities
for adults & kids.

At any moment... a GREAT moment.
Since 1916, Shackamaxon Country Club members have
experienced a lifetime of treasured moments.

We invite you to experience yours. Challenge yourself on
our magnificent course designed by legendary architect
A.W. Tillinghast. Savor fine and casual dining prepared
and served in a contemporary setting. Enjoy the amenities
of the area’s most unique state-of-the-art swim complex.

A limited number of memberships remain available. For
more information call 908.233.1300 or visit our website
at Shackamaxoncc.com.

Don't
miss out.

A limited number
of memberships
remain available.

Call today.

© 2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage.  All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. 
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Westfield West Office:
600 North Avenue West, Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 233-0065
ColdwellBankerHomes.com

Fanwood $459,000
Charming colonial with front porch offers LR
w/WB fpl, fam rm w/skylights & recessed
lighting, HW flrs throughout.

Agent: Colleen Berg MLS: 3291554

Watchung $529,000
Brick & redwood ranch set on a 1.6 acre
wooded lot. Four BRs, 3 full baths, eat-in
kitchen, FR, two enc porches. Conv location.

Agent: Lois Berger MLS: 3292769

Westfield $579,000
Charming home with lots of natural sunlight
features lrg EIK, plenty of storage, HWFs on
1st flr, convenient location & more!

Agent: Marilyn Holda-Fleck MLS: 3288527

Westfield $925,000
Stunning Colonial Split in great condition w/
views of the Watchung mountains! 4BRs, 4
full baths, refin HW flrs & lots more!

Agent: Beth Sullivan MLS: 3293323

Westfield $819,000
Beautifully maintained Contemporary
Colonial w/HW flrs, gourmet EIK, outdoor
oasis with in-ground pool & spa!

Agent: Joyce Taylor MLS: 3286325

Westfield $1,249,000
Magnificent 5BR 3BA brick colonial with open
floor plan and soaring ceilings. Large yard.
Move in and have a party!

Agent: Patricia Spinner MLS: 3290336

• Mailed to subscribers with the printed newspaper • Provided to stores • Attached to the online edition each Thursday

ATTENTION LOCAL BUSINESS OWNERS: Did You Know You Can
Insert Your Pre-Printed Advertisement into the Leader/Times?

Ideal for Targeting Your Audience! Go to goleader.com/presskit/insert for more information.

No. 1 Oak Knoll Royals Hold Off
No. 12 Lady Blue Devil Laxers, 19-15
After falling behind 7-1 midway

through the first half, the 12th-ranked
Westfield High School girls lacrosse
team gave the No. 1 ranked Oak Knoll
Royals a run for their money in a 19-
14 loss at Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield on April 2. The Royals won

the first half, 11-6, but the Lady Blue
Devils matched them point-for-point,
8-8, in the second half.

Ali Baiocco notched a game-high
eight goals, while adding a pair of
assists for the Lady Royals. Team-
mate Cassie Ford netted four goals
and an assist.

Sydney Paoletti led the 1-1 Blue

Devils with four goals and an assist.
Hannah Liddy stuffed in three goals,
Julia Gretsky scored twice and Maria
Nemeth notched a goal and an assist.
Gwyn Devin, Haley Farella, Hallie
Rosenburgh and Olivia Shields each
scored one goal.
Oak Knoll 11 8 19
Westfield   6 8 14

The visiting 12th-ranked Westfield
High School girls lacrosse team
slipped past No. 20 Shore, 10-9, on
March 30. Hannah Liddy led the Blue
Devils with three goals and a pair of
assists. Maria Nemeth netted three
goals, Julia Gretsky had two goals
and an assist and Hallie Rosenburgh

scored two goals.
Sarah George scored three goals

and Kate George added two, while
goalkeeper Jill Olsen made six saves
for Shore. Blue Devil keeper Carlie
Swanson made six saves.
Westfield 4 6 10
Shore 4 5 9

Lady Blue Devils Nip Shore Laxers, 10-9
Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

CF’S SMITH 3-FOR-3, WF’S VALL-LLOBERA 2 RBI DBL

Cougars ‘Strand’ Blue Devils
In Baseball Showdown, 5-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cougar junior pitcher Chris Librera
bore down at the right times and the
offense did what it does best when on
the base paths as the Cranford High
School baseball team held off the
Westfield Blue Devils, 5-3, in its sea-
son opener at Memorial Field in
Cranford on April 2.

Librera found himself in jeopardy
in the first four of his five innings on
the mound but managed to wiggle
free with only one Blue Devil scoring
during that span. The Blue Devils,

who scored the run in the first inning,
stranded a pair of runners in the first,
third and fourth innings and had one
runner gunned down at the plate in the
second. Librera yielded three hits,
walked three and hit four batters, while
striking out five to earn the victory.

“I just threw a lot of fast balls. I
didn’t really have my best stuff today
but the team really picked me up. The
bats were swinging and got a lot of
runs and defensively got the job done,”
Librera said.

“We know going against Westfield
is one of the best programs in the

county and New Jersey. Fortunately
we were able to put up more runs than
them. Fortunately we are able to get
the ‘W’ today,” Cougar Head Coach
Dennis McCaffery said.

Librera did indicate that he added
special concentration on Blue Devil
Chris Rinaldi, who went 2-for-4 and
had a stolen base.

“Rinaldi is a great player. He did
really well against me last year, so I
had to focus on him,” Librera said.

Cougar shortstop Mike Smith went
3-for-3, which included a double, an

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CREATING CHAOS ON THE BASE PATHS...Cougar Mike Smith, No. 36, steals second base as Blue Devil second baseman
Bobby Abbott looks for the whereabouts of the ball in Cranford on April 2. The Cougars defeated the Blue Devils, 5-3.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HUSTLING BACK INTO POSITION...The Lady Blue Devils, including Sam Alfano, No. 2, and Emily Shields, No. 18, hustle
back into position in order to defend against an Oak Knoll attacker in Westfield on April 2.

More photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo SportsMore photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports
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Move Right In! This immaculate Colonial is filled with character and charm. 
Subtle and stylish colors add both comfort and warmth to this wonderful 3 
bedroom, 2 full bath home. Notable highlights include: an eat-in kitchen, 
formal dining room, living room with wood burning fireplace, hardwood 
floors, den/office and fully finished family room on the lower level. Enjoy the 
private and fenced yard with deck, perfect for entertaining. Ideal location in 
highly sought after neighborhood. Just one block to NYC direct bus and 
commuting highway. Close to great schools, shopping and restaurants.  

Presented for $445,000 

332 William Street, Scotch Plains 

WESTFIELD WEST OFFICE  •  600 NORTH AVENUE W, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090  •  (908) 233-0065 ©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal
Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555 x 113

Jean Marie Morgan
Sales Associate, International President's Elite

NJAR Circle of Excellence 2015
Top 1% of Sales Associates Nationwide

Direct Line: 908-279-4441

559 Colonial Avenue, Westfield $1,199,000
Spectacular completely renovated 4 bedroom/3.1 bath colonial located in the desirable Gardens
section of town. The formal living room with wood burning fireplace flows perfectly into the
sunroom with French doors. There is also a large formal dining room, beautifully renovated
kitchen with granite countertops and stainless steel appliances, wine fridge & convenient eating
area with custom table & chairs open to a lovely family room addition just perfect for entertaining!
The second floor features three bedrooms and two full bathrooms, including the master suite
equipped with its own luxurious bath and steam shower as well as a fabulous walk in closet with
custom shelving. The third floor boasts the 4th bedroom/guest suite with its own private bathroom.
Sit back and relax on the beautiful slate patio in the professionally landscaped, private backyard.
A wonderful location, conveniently close to schools, Westfield's award winning downtown and
New York City transportation, don't miss this unique opportunity to make this your home!

Follow me on Twitter @JeanMarieMorgan to get a Sneak Peek
at our new listings at #209Central...the #1 real estate office!

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, April 10th • 1-4PM

Get the Word Out!    Write About It!    We'll Be Your Platform.

... if only there was a way I could attract more attention to my business ...

Leader/Times Bulletin Boards are Rapid Business Generators. Reach our informed audience

with your targeted sales messages. Submit yours online today at goleader.com/form/bulletin

Raiders’ Aggressiveness Stuns Blue Devils, 11-1
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

another day,” Coach Brewster said.
Yarem followed with an RBI

double. Fox chopped an RBI single
that eluded the right fielder. Yarem
headed home and collided with Blue
Devil catcher Devin Anderson, who
was injured on the play and had to
leave the game. O’Brien singled,
moved to second on a balk call and
scored on a wild pitch.

“We lost one of our leaders, the
catcher, early in the game and that
really hurt because he’s done so many
good things for us. I’m hoping that it’s
not a serious injury. He had to go for
x-rays and the trainers were not real
optimistic,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Bob Brewster said.

Raiders Fox and O’Brien scored in
the fifth inning then three errors, a
walk and a two-run single by O’Brien

added three more runs in the sixth. The
Blue Devils were unable to answer.

“As we jumped out to a lead, I
never really thought even when we
were ahead 6-1 that we were going to
see them go quietly. They are such a
good team. They are so well coached.
They swing the bats aggressively.
These games, no matter how many
runs we put up we are just a few
minutes from having it tied up or one
run away. Our kids did a really good
job,” Coach Higgins said.

“Coach Higgins was telling us, ‘be
aggressive. Make the other team make
the plays’. We absolutely did that
today. We put the pressure on
Westfield. Made them make the
throws. We got the upper hand in this
one. Everybody was running their
butts of today, working hard to get to

the next base. It was a really good
team effort today,” Yarem said.

“We ran a little bit today and our
kids took extra bases on their own.
Some of those stolen bases were my
calls but some of those they were
taking. They were taking third on the
throw. That was our kids’ aggressive-
ness. Sometimes you play aggres-
sively and everything works out.
That’s what happened today,” Coach
Higgins said.

“I said to the kids, ‘this is a great
April Fools joke. You showed me
how you can’t play.’ We are a lot
better than this. We’ve shown it over
and over. We just made an unbeliev-
able number of mistakes,” Coach
Brewster said.
Sc. Pl-Fanwood 105 023 11
Westfield 010 000 1

Blue Devils Whip W. Mo-Mendham Laxers, 16-3
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Devin McLane (2 goals, 3 assists),
who ripped the ball into the net with
10:40 left in the first quarter. One
minute later, Bohlinger fed Bond on
his first goal then senior co-captain/
midfielder Brandon Leuthold spotted
Bond for his second goal. Leuthold
finished with three assists and a pair
of goals.

“I thought Brandon played awe-
some. Every opportunity he had, he
was executing too. He has great vi-
sion and he puts the ball in the back of
the net,” Bohlinger said. “Great player
to play with!”

Bohlinger’s first goal came on a
little shuffle shot that slipped past the
goalkeeper. Senior midfielder Blake
Taylor (goal, 2 assists) set him up.

“I think that was on a man up. I
passed to Blake and he saw that the

one defenseman cheated up. He
passed it back and I was able to finish
it,” Bohlinger described.

Luethold slammed in the fifth goal
then attacker Drew Robshaw scored
the Minutemen’s first goal at the end
of the first quarter. Senior co-captain/
defenseman Owen Colwell scooped
three of his team-leading eight ground
balls in the quarter.

“It’s easy to scoop up ground balls
with Jack Cash on face-offs. He will
pop it right out to you. It makes my
job that much easier,” Colwell said.

Cash would go on to demonstrate
his dominance by winning 13 of the
15 face-offs before reserves were
shuffled in and out in the final quarter.

“With the possession, you will usu-
ally win and we give our offensive
guys a chance to work. Boys like

James Bohlinger with the ball, good
things happen,” Colwell said.

With a 5-1 lead, the Blue Devils
frustrated the Minutemen even more by
scoring all five goals in the second
quarter to grab a 10-1 lead at the half.
Bond scored three goals, while Leuthold
and Bohlinger each scored one.

The third quarter turned out to be
far more conservative as each team
scored just once. Blue Devil junior
midfielder Mike Moriarty scored the
first goal and Peter Roche scored for
the Minutemen.

After getting a feed from McLane,
Bohlinger ripped in a sidearm shot to
give the Blue Devils a 12-2 lead early
in the fourth quarter just before Bond
netted his sixth goal also on a feed
from McLane.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

VERY PRODUCTIVE DAY ON OFFENSE...Blue Devil Nick Bond, No. 20, stuffed in six goals in the season-opening game
against West Morris-Mendhan at Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield on March 30.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRYING TO GET THE PICKOFF...Blue Devil pitcher Alex Pancini fires to first baseman Jake Vall-Llobera, No. 22, in an
attempt to catch Raider Peter Warren off base. Warren made it back in time.
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Blue Devils Whip W. Mo-Mendham Laxers, 16-3
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

Cranford Cougars ‘Strand’ Westfield Blue Devils in Baseball Showdown, 5-3, in Home Opener
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

Westfield Office
185 Elm St  908-654-7777

www.weichert.com
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CRANFORD. Recently renovated 4/5 Bedroom Colonial with a
light infused flexible floor plan.  First level features Living Room,
Dining Room, new Kitchen with SS Appliances, subway tile
backsplash, tile floor.  A mudroom off Kitchen, new full Bath plus
a Bedroom/Office.  Hardwood floors.  Second level boasts new full bath, plus 4
spacious Bedrooms with ample closets and new carpeting.  Full finished basement and
laundry/utility room. New deck. $525,000.

Sales Associate
of the Month

COLONIAL
SCOTCH PLAINS. Welcome to this impressive sprawling 3
Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Ranch situated on over an acre of property. Open
foyer with double closet leads to the spacious Living Room with large
bow windows and fireplace. The Formal Dining Room has a large picture window
overlooking the tiered deck and fenced back yard. The gourmet kitchen boasts lovely
wood cabinetry, granite counter tops, full granite backsplash, new double self cleaning
ovens and a wine refrigerator! $699,900.

RANCH

SCOTCH PLAINS. This gracious Colonial was
just completed and is ready for new owners. Enjoy the
mahogany open front porch on summer nights or play

in the over sized yard. This home offers 4 Bedroom, 3.5 Baths, CAC, HWF thru out, LED
lighting and a finished basement. Every cook will enjoy the gourmet kit with center island,
granite counters, tile back splash, SS appliances and pantry. This open floor plan home
offers FLR, FDR and Great Room with gas fireplace for those cold winter nights. $779,000.

COLONIAL - NEW CONSTRUCTION
WESTFIELD. This 4 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath Colonial offers hardwood
floors, Central Air Conditioning, Formal Living Room, Formal Dining
Room and an updated Eat-In Kitchen with sliders leading to a new
paver patio with a built-in grill station. In Addition this home has a first floor Family
Room with a wood burning fireplace, basement Rec Room and 700 sq. ft. office (or make
it an in-law suite, 1st floor Master Bedroom, media room, tons of potential). $739,000.

COLONIAL
WESTFIELD. Modern, updated 5/6 Bedroom Colonial on a
quiet cul-de-sac.  Soaring 2 story entry, Formal Dining Room,
Formal Living Room with French doors to Family Room with wood
burning fireplace. Gleaming HW floors.  Newer Kitchen with quartz
countertop, center island, cherry cabinets. Laundry room, Bedroom/Office, full Bath.
2nd level boasts Master en-suite with Office,  3 Bedrooms plus full Bath.  Finished
basement.  2 car garage.  Set on .60 acre private wooded lot. $1,250,000.

COLONIAL

Patricia
O'Connor

Top Lister for the
month of March
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RBI single and a run scored.
“We were just looking fastball. Hit

the ball hard on the ground and good
things will happen. That was what I
was trying to do at the plate today,”
Smith said.

Blue Devil starting pitcher Matt
Busardo was throwing well but was
betrayed by poor defense and mental
lapses in the fourth inning and the
Cougars took advantage with three
runs to grab a 4-1 lead. Busardo
walked three and struck out seven
before being relieved by Zach Kelly

with one out in the sixth inning.
“I thought he did OK. He threw

strikes. We bunted. We were able to
make them make a couple of errors
and that’s what we want,” Smith said.

“I was very pleased with what he did.
He threw strikes. He kept them off-
balance. He threw well. As the weather
gets warmer, he will to get better. He
didn’t walk very many,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Bob Brewster said.

A large part of their success in the
fourth inning was the Cougars’ ability
to create havoc on the base paths.

“We want to hit the ball hard on the
ground to get on. Infielders have
trouble making plays. We were trying
to get good jumps. Get the bunts
down. If we do that, I think we can
beat most of the teams we play this
year,” Smith said.

Smith and Joe Norton were espe-
cially adept at reading the pitcher
well, which resulted in stolen bases.

“Just got to look at the feet. A lot of
the time the pitchers do the same
thing every time. Get a good jump
and go,” Smith said.

The 0-2 Blue Devils were on the
“go” in the top of the first and it began
when leadoff batter J Mack Rembisz
took a fastball to his back. It would be
the first of three fastballs that he took
to the back in the game. Rinaldi
plopped a single into
right field, Steve
Barmakian walked to
load the bases and Jacob
Kurstedt lofted an RBI
sacrifice fly to right.
With two runners still
aboard, Librera escaped
further damage with a
strikeout.

The Cougars an-
swered immediately
when Norton drilled a
two-out double to left-
center and Smith slashed
an RBI single to right.
Busardo also avoided
more damage when
Kurstedt made a diving
snag in leftfield for the
third out.

JD Marner hopped a
leadoff single in the Blue
Devil second then with
two outs, Rembisz took
a fastball to the back and
Victor Cruz lined a
single to center. Marner
rounded third and
headed home but
centerfielder Ryan Bakie’s throw to
Norton at the plate was on the mark
for the third out.

“The young man who ran told me
that he actually stumbled a little bit
between third in home. That’s after I
already sent him,” Coach Brewster
said.

Westfield stranded runners on sec-
ond and third in the third inning and
stranded two more in the fourth.

“We were able to get Chris to bear
down whenever they had guys in scor-
ing position. We knew we were in for
a dogfight,” Coach McCaffery said.
“Chris is a difficult kid to have to hit
against. The balls move, he throws
strikes, he has command of three

pitches on the plate. He will throw it
in, he will throw it away.”

Then it happened. Smith led off the
fourth with a single past third. Brian
Oblachinski laid down a bunt in front
of the plate. The throw to first was

dropped and Smith darted to third.
Tom Feeney slapped an RBI single to
right. With runners on first and third,
Feeney stole second, drawing a throw
that allowed Oblachinski to score. Pat
Connolly laid down another bunt that
drew a high throw creating another
first-and-third situation. Connolly then
attempted to steal second and was
thrown out but Feeney scored.

Kelly relieved Busardo with
Connolly on and one out in the sixth.
Kelly walked Gordon Grafecco (re-
lieved Librera in 6th). Jim Shriner (2-
for-3) rapped a single to right.
Connolly attempted to score but was
thrown out by Marner at the plate.
Grafecco’s pinch runner Pete Testa

later scored on a wild pitch.
In the seventh, with Barmakian and

Kurstedt on base with one out, Jake
Vall-Llobera smashed a two-run
double to center, making the score 5-
3, but as he rounded second, he was

thrown out by Bakie. The final batter
grounded out to second.

“Dumb base running in the last
inning. I can only control one runner
at a time and I am waiving one and he
thought that meant him too,” Coach
Brewster explained.

“We were able to get some guys on.
We were able to have good situational
hitting that worked out well,” Coach
McCaffery said.

“Our whole thing was defense. It’s
defense. We are going to work a little
bit harder at it now. The first two
games our defense has killed us,”
Coach Brewster said.
Westfield 100 000 2 3
Cranford 100 301 x 5

“Sometimes the coach will get on
me but I try to shoot around my
defenseman. Luckily it went in,”
Bohlinger explained.

From that point, nearly all the start-
ers came to the sidelines and in came
the reserves.

“Towards the end of the game we
were all on the sideline. It reminded

me of football because it was pretty
much a regular-season game with all
the starters coming out in the fourth
quarter. It’s good to be back on Kehler
[Stadium]. It’s my senior season. I was
pretty emotional my last home [foot-
ball] opener here,” Colwell reminisced.

The reserves did what they were
expected to do and worked as a smooth

unit. After Ryan Gorych scored the
Minutemen’s final goal, Blue Devil
sophomore Matt Rittendale assisted
Taylor on a goal. Cash cashed in
when he followed with a goal after
winning another face-off. Finally,
McLane scored on a wraparound.

“They did great. Like Coach
W[erthheimer] and Coach Tuohy have
been stressing, it’s a system, so every-
one that goes in there they have to
know the system and I thought the
backup players did a great job ex-
ecuting,” Bohlinger said.

“Our offense feeds off our defense
and our defense feeds off our offense.
It makes it easier for us. We play with
more emotion. The same goes visa-
versa when we are getting turnovers
and getting up field, it’s a lot easier
for our offense,” Colwell said.
W. Mo-Mendham 1 0 1 1 3
Westfield 5 5 1 5 16

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

KEEPING HIM IN CHECK...Blue Devil Owen Prybylski, No. 34, keeps a
Minuteman in check during the season opener in Westfield on March 30.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LANDING SAFELY AT HOME...Cougar Joe Norton, No. 2, lands safely at home in the first
inning as Blue Devil catcher Jake Vall-Llobera watches the play.



Page 18  Thursday, April 7, 2016 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2014
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006  Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330

E-mail: jaynebernstein@gmail.com

Search for homes
from your cell phone!

Text “jbcb”
to “87778”

17 Mountainview Drive, Mountainside $949,000
Set beautifully atop nearly 1/3 acre of picturesque property, this stately 4 bedroom,
3.2 bath Colonial has been updated to offer fine living for today’s lifestyle. The
new, large eat-in kitchen is bathed in sun with its bay window bringing the outdoors
in, and enjoys custom cabinetry, state of the art countertops, glass Subway tile
backsplash, top of the line stainless steel appliances, and allows access to the
covered back porch & lovely paver patio perfect for outdoor entertaining. Offering
lovely millwork throughout, this home is in move-in condition.

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555

31 Stoneleigh Park, Westfield $1,950,000
Magnificent 7 bedroom, 3.1 bath Nantucket-style Dutch Colonial on .89 acre lot
featuring expansive wrap around front porch,  grand main staircase, gorgeous
millwork, columns, ceilings, period architectural & updated amenities. The
location of this spectacular residence is unprecedented. Just a short distance to
downtown Westfield for shopping and dining, NYC transportation, and close
proximity to all 3 schools, this impressive home has it all!

151 Wild Hedge Lane, Mountainside $1,550,000
This stately brick 5 bedroom, 5.1 bath Colonial to be constructed by Elegant
Homes by Ralph Rapuano offers an open floor plan beginning with a lovely 2
story foyer. Highlights include a gourmet eat-in-kitchen, first floor guest room,
and an amazing master suite with private balcony. Located on over an acre of
property on a private lane, this home offers privacy while still being convenient
to shopping, restaurants, and NYC transportation.

153 Wild Hedge Lane, Mountainside $1,550,000
The covered open front porch provides a lovely framework for this awesome new
Colonial to be built by Elegant Homes by Ralph Rapuano. The spacious floor
plan with its large living room and formal dining room provides a wonderful flow
for entertaining.  The expansive Eat-in-Kitchen provides sliders to the patio
overlooking the backyard. Upstairs is the beautiful master bedroom suite & 3
add’l. bedrooms all enjoying their own bath.  Located on over an acre of property
that offers privacy and yet convenience to downtown and NYC.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, April 10th •  1-4PM

619 & 627 Fourth Avenue, Westfield            $1,359,000
New construction from premiere builder, Elegant Homes by Ralph Rapuano worth waiting for! From the open front porch, guests step into a beautiful foyer
and immediately appreciate the spacious floor plan of this Colonial that offers 5 bedrooms & 5.1 baths on four floors of gracious living space. Conveniently

located to award winning downtown Westfield with its wonderful shops and restaurants, and NYC transportation, this will be a special home for you!

For Westfield, Garwood, Scotch Plains, Mountainside, Cranford, Fanwood, Clark, Springfield, Kenilworth, Summit, Berkeley Heights and New Providence

Be Our Guest to a Free, 3-month Trial of the Newspaper!
Go online to www.goleader.com/form/subscribe_trial.htm

See If You Like Us ... The Westfield Leader     and The TIMES

Rake and Hoe Decorates
Jardine Academy For Spring

WESTFIELD — The Rake and
Hoe Garden Club of Westfield, as
part of its service commitment to the
Westfield community, visits the
Jardine Academy of the Cerebral
Palsy League in Cranford several
times per year.

Club members select a theme,
make decorations and purchase a
children’s book, which for a recent
visit was “Spring is Here” by Will
Hillenbrand. The club visited the
school and decorated the Spring tree
and lobby with 100 colorful pin-
wheels hand-made by the members.

The Jardine Academy is approved
by the New Jersey Department of
Education and maintains Middle
States Accreditation. The Academy
provides a comprehensive educa-
tional program designed to meet the
cognitive and physical needs of chil-
dren who have multiple disabilities
– needs that may not be fully met
within the local school system.

The Cerebral Palsy League oper-
ates a new, state-of-the-art facility in
Cranford for students ages 3 to 21.

The Rake and Hoe Garden Club of

Westfield has a long-term reputation
for its service to the community and
donations to worthy causes by main-
taining the gardens at the north side
of the Westfield Train Station, the
Miller-Cory House Museum, the
Shadowlawn Pocket Park and the
Claire Brownell Wildflower Garden
at the Reeve History and Cultural
Resource Center of the Westfield
Historical Society.

The Rake and Hoe Junior Garden
Club, which meets once a month, has
members between first and 12th
grades. During the fall, the juniors
planted daffodils around town and
helped clean up the Westfield train
station garden. After much prepara-
tion with Rake and Hoe’s adult mem-
bers, the girls recently entered the
Garden Club of New Jersey Flower
Show, receiving the most awards in
all age groups for a total of 40 rib-
bons. If interested in joining, call
Beth Siano at (908) 233-4150.

Anyone interested in joining the
Rake and Hoe Garden Club is in-
vited to call Pat Wilson at (908) 389-
9342.

FRIENDS OF JARDINE...Members of the Rake and Hoe Garden Club of
Westfield recently visited the Jardine Academy to decorate the school for spring
and to present a children’s book with a spring theme. Club members, pictured
from left, are: Adah Levin, Betty Gulino, Mary Lou Nolas, Eileen Staszkiw and
Sue D’Arecca, along with a school aide. The students are Dolores Cadet, Julissa
Calderon and Karlia Cooke.

Book Discussion to Be Held
At Cranford Public Library
CRANFORD — The Readers’ Fo-

rum, the lively, long-running book
discussion group of the Cranford
Public Library, will meet on Monday,
April 25, at 7 p.m., in the library’s
Fridlington Room to discuss “All the
Light We Cannot See” (2014), a novel
by Anthony Doerr. The library is lo-
cated at 224 Walnut Avenue, Cranford.
The group welcomes new members
at any time.

According to a review that ap-
peared in Library Journal, “All the
Light We Cannot See” has “the physi-
cal and emotional heft of a master-
piece. The main protagonists are
brave, sensitive, and intellectually
curious, and in another time they
might have been a couple. But they
are on opposite sides of the horrors
of World War II, and their fates ulti-
mately collide in connection with
the radio — a means of resistance for

the Allies and just one more avenue
of annihilation for the Nazis. Set
mostly in the final year of the war but
moving back to the 1930s and for-
ward to the present, the novel pre-
sents two characters so interesting
and sympathetic that readers will
keep turning the pages hoping for an
impossibly happy ending. Marie-
Laure and Werner both suffer crush-
ing losses and struggle to survive
with dignity amid Hitler’s swath of
cruelty and destruction.”

The Readers’ Forum also will meet
on Monday, May 23, to discuss “In
the Unlikely Event” (2015) by Judy
Blume. For more information, call
the library at (908) 709-7272, or send
an e-mail to library@cranfordnj.org.

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
CELEBRATING 50 YEARS...Union County Freeholder Chairman Bruce
H. Bergen and Freeholders Christopher Hudak, Vernell Wright, Linda
Carter and Bette Jane Kowalski present a resolution to Sage Eldercare
Executive Director Fred Jenny, Deputy Director Angela Sullivan, Sage
Meals on Wheels Director Marianne Kranz and the Sage Eldercare Board of
Trustees congratulating the organization in Summit on 50 years of providing
Meals on Wheels.

Old Guard to Hear Why
Russians Support Putin

Professor  Lvov

SUMMIT AREA — Professor
Nadezhda Lvov of Essex County
College in Newark will speak at
the Tuesday, April 12 meeting of
the Summit Old
Guard. She will talk
about “Russia –Where
Asian and European
Influences Clash.”

Both western and
eastern traditions have
influenced Russian
culture. Still impact-
ing Russia are the Byz-
antine history it inher-
ited, the reforms of
Peter the Great and the
more recent actions of
Mikhail Gorbachev.
Professor Lvov will
explain how these factors have
shaped today’s Russia and why the
man in the street supports Vladimir
Putin’s actions in Crimea and Syria.

All active men age 50-plus are
invited to attend the Tuesday morn-
ing meetings of the Summit Area

Old Guard. Meetings
are held at the New
Providence Municipal
Center, located at 360
Elkwood Avenue, New
Providence. A coffee
hour starts at 9:15 a.m.,
followed by a 10 a.m.
business meeting
brightened by singing
and humor.  Guest
speakers begin their talk
at 10:30 a.m.

Old Guard members
participate in sports,
bridge, hikes, trips,

plays, concerts and other cultural
events. For more information, call
Jim Hewitt at (908) 233-5507 or
log onto the organization’s website,
summitoldguard.org.

Program to Be Held April 20
On Social Security Planning
CRANFORD — The Cranford

Public Library invites the public to
join John Garretson and Jamie Miller
of Garretson Financial as they an-
swer key questions about Social Se-
curity and how individuals can maxi-
mize their benefit in retirement.

Entitled “Can You Afford to Re-
tire? Savvy Social Security Plan-
ning,” the program will take place
on Wednesday, April 20, at 3 p.m.
and again at 7 p.m., at the Cranford
Community Center, located at 220
Walnut Avenue, Cranford.

Topics to be covered include the
amount of Social Security a person
can receive over his or her lifetime;
changes in marital status, and taking

advantage of spousal, survivor and
divorced spouse benefits.

Mr. Garretson worked at Smith
Barney and Paine Webber before
founding Garretson Financial in
2004. He works primarily with indi-
vidual investors and small business
owners. Mr. Miller has been a man-
aging director at Garretson Finan-
cial for eight years and has more
than 19 years of experience in the
financial services industry. His pre-
vious experience includes working
as a senior partner with Van Der
Moolen Specialists, and as a mem-
ber of the New York Stock Exchange.

Admission to the program is free
and all are welcome.

Probitas Verus Honos
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13th Annual Tour De
Elizabeth Announced

 Ray Catena Announced as
Sponsor for NJFO Gala

GALA PARTNERS...Ray Catena of Union will be the corporate sponsor for NJ
Festival Orchestra’s upcoming fundraising Gala on Saturday, April 30. Pictured
above from left to right are: David Wroe, NJ Festival Orchestra’s Music Director
and conductor; Ray Catena of Union’s General Manager, Daniel Liguori; John
Weber, Mercedes Sales and Leasing Agent; and James Castello, Sales Manager.

POPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORN

One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice
The World is Too Much with Them

2 popcorns

It’s your Library … make the most of it 

  
Open to WML and MURAL    

cardholders. Sign up online at 
www.wmlnj.org and click on the 

Calendar link, or call 
908.789.4090 option 0. It’s your Library … make the most of it 

550 East Broad Street  Westfield  
www.wmlnj.org       908.789.4090 

The best free 

entertainment  

in town . . . 

...is at the Westfield Memorial Library! 

“Almost Maine” by the 

Hudson Shakespeare Co. 

on Wednesday, April 13 

7 pm 

This quirky comedy serves up a series of short skits 

about love and unexpected connection in a Maine town that’s too small to 

appear on a map. Don’t miss either production! 

Hear this troupe of professionals and highly skilled 

performers sing works from composers such as   

Gilbert & Sullivan, Mozart and Romberg, as well as 

favorites from musical theater. 

The Light Opera of New 

Jersey Savoy Faire  

Saturday,April 9    2 pm 

WESTFIELD – The Board of New
Jersey Festival Orchestra will be cel-
ebrating the 33rd anniversary of the
New Jersey Festival Orchestra
(NJFO) with its annual gala under the
theme, “Crescendo” on the evening
of Saturday, April 30 at Shackamaxon
Country Club in Scotch Plains.

In making the announcement ear-
lier this week, Norman Luka, Presi-
dent of the NJFO Board of Trustees,
also shared the news that Mercedes
Benz dealer Ray Catena of Union
will be the Gala Sponsor for this
year’s celebration which will include
a magnificent cocktail reception,
gourmet dinner and dancing as well
as live and silent auctions.

“We are thrilled and honored to be
associated with such a wonderful cel-
ebration and crucial fundraising
event,” remarked Daniel Liguori Ray
Catena of Union’s General Manager.

In addition to a 50/50 cash raffle,
The 2016 Gala will offer an array of
unique items and experiences for auc-
tion including get-away packages to
exotic locations, tickets to some of
the best theatre locations in NY and
NJ, premium ticket packages for Gi-
ants football and Rangers hockey
games as well as eclectic New York
dining opportunities.

A silent auction of items donated by
over 70 local retailers, restaurants and
businesses will run throughout the
evening which will culminate in the

drawing of the winners for the 50-50
cash raffle. Raffle tickets may be pur-
chased at the NJFO office and winners
need not be present to claim a prize.

In his statement, Dr. Luka also ac-
knowledged the outstanding gener-
osity of associate sponsors PNC
Wealth Management and PSE&G,
commenting, “The arts are again tak-
ing a fiscal hit this year and it is
essential that we rally to fill the gap in
public funding in order to continue
the tradition of offering professional
live music within our community.”

Invitations and raffle ticket order
forms have been mailed to NJFO
subscribers and supporters, but atten-
dance is open to the public.

To learn more about NJFO, to be
included on the invitation list or to
purchase tickets for Crescendo which
are available on a first-come first-
served basis, the public is invited to
go to www.njfestivalorchestra.org or
to call the NJFO office at (908) 232-
9400 on weekdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic

Remember when you were little
and the kids on the block would argue
who was greater, Batman or Super-
man? The ragamuffins on Dewey
Street were evenly divided, pretty
much the way they were between the
Yankees and the Dodgers. Frankly, it
was a no-brainer to me. The Yanks
had The Mick, and, while Batman
had all sorts of gadgetry, Superman
had super powers. I know, I know,
there’s that Achilles heel thing, the
accursed Kryptonite.

Still, Superman was my man. Be-
sides, he and Batman would never
fight. They were both good. So I
didn’t lose any sleep over it, and
instead focused my contemplations
on why in heaven someone would be
a Dodger fan. I mean, they were “The
Bums,” perennial underdogs until they
beat my team in the ’55 World Series.
Now, just when I’m pretty much over
it, director Zack Snyder decides
Batman and Superman should fight.
Why? I was happy the way it was.
Don’t we have enough trouble? Sim-
ply, I’m agin it.

Somewhere in the recesses of those
ruminations that figure what we mov-
iegoers want to see, it was decided to
produce a more comic book-accurate
rendition of our two favorite superhe-
roes’ exploits. While this doubtlessly
pleases strict constructionists who
revel in the trivia, lore and forever-
analyzed mystique of their pulp idols,
of course it also sets the stage for
innumerable sequels, revisions and
permutations. I’d like to think the
Superman franchise has lost its way.
But truth is, it’s in keeping with the
initial impetus. I’ll explain.

Threatening dictatorships were pop-
ping up all over the world in 1938
when writer Jerry Siegel and artist Joe
Shuster’s Superman debuted in Ac-
tion Comics, a heroic icon meant to
hearten youngsters rendered insecure
and confused by the coming storm.
Superman ultimately fought the fas-
cistic Axis powers right alongside the
GIs. Fast forward to Batman v Super-
man: Dawn of Justice and only the
fears we need ameliorated by our caped
deus ex machina have changed.

The world, still weighed down by
totalitarian governments and human
rights violations galore, is too much
with Batman and Superman. Add to
the usual threats a globe full of slith-
ering terrorists, plus our own home-
grown profiteers looking to make hay
from our worries, and it’s no wonder
the two are at each other’s throats.
There’s hardly a social or political
issue that isn’t imbedded in the con-
voluted filigree that comprises the
film’s intricate plot. But don’t look
for comedy relief here. That’s for

Presidential campaigns.
With hardly any sunshine in either

Metropolis or Gotham, it could be the
lack of vitamin D that’s caused such
moodiness and rendered this screen-
play so emotionally dark. If I’ve ever
felt the need to cheer up a movie, this
is it. One hopes potential viewers
won’t be attending for the purpose of
commiseration: You know, misery
loves company. I got the feeling that
even if things suddenly got a whole
lot better, Superman and Batman were
too far gone to shake their depres-
sion.

 Now, I’m not suggesting an emu-
lation of the hokey, tongue-in-cheek
Batman that held sway over the tube
in the 1960s or the simplistic, albeit
iconic Superman George Reeves por-
trayed on TV. Nope, I was perfectly
satisfied with the handsome, good-
natured Man of Steel Christopher
Reeve brought to the silver screen in
1978. I don’t expect deep, philosophi-
cal thought or classical melancholia
worthy of Spinoza or Schopenhauer
from my Superman. He just has to
have great powers, and the flying has
to look real.

 But alas, this isn’t my Superman.
Packaged in all the neo-nihilism and
cacophonous special effects director
Snyder could conjure, he is fashioned
to please comic book geeks, folks
with short attention spans and anyone
else looking for two hours and thirty-
one minutes of contemporary anxi-
ety. Superman and Batman, played
by Messrs. Henry Cavill and Ben
Affleck, respectively, are reflective
of their time, their antipathic impasse
a suitable metaphor for the selfish
gridlock perpetrated by our Congress.

  Nonetheless, when casually pre-
viewing my opinion for gym buddies,
a few were quick to contend that this
film, a major capitalistic venture at a
cost of $231M, was really raking it in,
and that had to stand for something.
All of which reminded me of Tevye’s
thoughts on the persuasive aura of
wealth. The protagonist of Fiddler on
the Roof yearningly sang, “When
you’re rich, they think you really
know.” It’s inevitably crept into our
politics. Poor but honest Abe wouldn’t
stand a chance today.

 Evidenced by Batman v Super-
man: Dawn of Justice, such deluded,
golden calf worship, while seductive
to those who think there could be a
panacea to age-old conundrums, is
hardly the stuff of good art, or presi-
dential candidates, for that matter.

***
Batman v Superman: Dawn of Jus-

tice, rated PG-13, is a Warner Bros.
release directed by Zack Snyder and
stars Henry Cavill, Ben Affleck and
Amy Adams. Running time: 151 min-
utes

ELIZABETH – On Sunday, May
22, Mayor J. Christian Bollwage and
the City of Elizabeth in cooperation
with Groundwork Elizabeth, the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders HEART grant program, lo-
cal government, non-profit partners
and businesses will host the Annual
“Tour de Elizabeth,” a 15 mile bi-
cycle ride for cyclists of every skill
level. This year’s theme, which was
selected with support from the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers HEART (History, Education,
Arts, Reaching Thousands) program,
will be “Bikes and Bites,” and will
highlight the great diversity of qual-
ity restaurants and eating establish-
ments found throughout New
Jersey’s fourth largest city.

With its unique background as well
as its architecture and cultural diver-
sity in its businesses and neighbor-
hoods, Elizabeth stands out as one of
New Jersey’s most historic and re-
markable destinations. From its net-
work of streets and paths to its prox-
imity to the Elizabeth River and Arthur
Kill, the City of Elizabeth a great
place to bicycle, regardless of skill
level.

Anyone interested in participating
in the ride can now do so by register-
ing online at www.elizabethnj.org,
www.groundworkelizabeth.com, or
by finding a registration form in cer-
tain print media. Those who register
by Tuesday, May 10 will also receive
a cap and t-shirt. All riders will be
entered into a free raffle, and will
receive a coupon noting a list of res-
taurants participating in a discount
program associated with the tour.
Elizabeth City Hall, which is located
at 50 Winfield Scott Plaza, will be the
site of the event and individuals may
also register on location the morning
of the event beginning at 7:30 a.m.
The ride starts promptly at 9 a.m.

Since the ride is open to all ages
and skill levels, City of Elizabeth
Police Officers will escort and con-
trol traffic so cyclists can make it
safely through the many roads and
intersections. It is suggested by the
Police Department, who acts as the
safety portion of the Tour Commit-
tee, that while all ages are welcome,
children under the age of 12 should
be accompanied by an adult. In addi-
tion, helmets are a requirement for all
riders.

LITERATE LOCKERS...Edison Intermediate School students and staff joined
together during their monthly advisory program to create a culture of reading
throughout the school.  Students and faculty discussed their favorite books and the
important role literacy plays in their lives.  Next, every student designed a book
spine of a favorite book to decorate his/her locker, transforming the hallways of
Edison School into a library filled with books. Eighth grader Carly Burke stands
alongside her locker which displays the jacket cover, excerpts and title of one of
her favorite books, Out of My Mind, a novel about an eleven-year-old girl with
cerebral palsy written by Sharon M. Draper.  Additionally, Edison Intermediate
School kicked off a book drive for Reach Out and Read, an organization which
helps bring books to pediatrician’s offices so that physicians can promote literacy
from an early age as part of a child’s routine well visit.

Town Book Store to Host
SPFHS Teacher, Author

Fundraiser to Benefit
Westfield Theater

WESTFIELD – On Thursday, April
21Alex and Ani will donate 15 per-
cent of the proceeds to the Westfield
Theatre Guild.

The Guild has supported award-
winning productions by the Westfield
High School (WHS) Theatre Depart-
ment since 2010.  They have donated
over $16,800.00 in the past three years
alone to WHS, Edison and Roosevelt
productions for lights, microphones,
transmitters, and other equipment.

Westfield Theatre Guild is a 501 c3
non-profit corporation.  For more in-
formation or to make a donation,
please email Nina O’Connell at
threebeautifulgirls@gmail.com.

Liberty Hall Opens
For a New Season

UNION – Liberty Hall Museum
(LHM), a national historic landmark on
the grounds of Kean University, re-
opened for public tours on April 1.
Tours take place Monday to Saturday
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., leaving every
hour, with the last tour leaving at 3 p.m.
Admission is $12 for adults, $10 for
Kean alumni, $8 for seniors and chil-
dren (three to 17 years-old), and chil-
dren under three, Kean students and
faculty and LHM members are free.

Tickets for all of Liberty Hall
Museum’s events can be purchased
by calling (908) 527-0400 or by vis-
iting www.kean.edu/libertyhall/
events to buy tickets online.

WESTFIELD – The Town Book
Store located at 270 East Broad Street
in Westfield will be hosting a Meet the
Author event for Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School teacher, Gwyn
English Nielsen on Saturday, April 9
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

From Footlights to Flashlights is her
collection of character-building plays
for teenagers. The anthology includes
ten chapters, each including a play fo-
cusing on a specific theme related to a
challenge that adolescents often expe-
rience in today’s society. Topics in-
clude morality, identity, peer pressure,
love, inequity, manners, miscommuni-
cation, sexism, grief, and tolerance. 

Born in Westfield, Ms. Nielsen has
resided in New Jersey for most of her
life. She holds a BA degree in English
from Bucknell University and a master’s
in creative writing from Fairleigh
Dickinson University. Ms. Nielsen be-
gan a career in vocal performance and
acting and then segued into writing,
producing, and teaching on the second-
ary level. Published works include Torey
the Turkey Goes Skiing, Serendipity
and the Dream Catcher, and Teaching
Love Life. At present, she teaches En-
glish, acting, and public speaking at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
and performs as a vocalist for private
audiences. 

www.goleader.com
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Westfield Teens Raise Money,
Awareness for Soup Kitchen

BUDDING THESPIANS...Eighth grade drama students from Roosevelt Intermediate School in Westfield brought home
several awards earned at the 2016 New Jersey Drama and Forensic League Theatrefest.  Capturing the attention of judges
and audience alike at the annual competition held at Chatham Middle School on March 19, were:  Vincent Mora - 2nd Place
Dramatic Monologue; Julia Singer and Nina Martini - 4th Place Comedic Pairs; Eva Boyes and Talia McRoberts - 5th Place
Comedic Pairs; and Nina Martini, Alexandra Sica and Morgan Boll - Improvisation Scene Performance winners. Coached
by Roosevelt teacher Kimberly Jonny, the talented team includes (from left to right) Sitting back row:  Eva Boyes, Grace
Dabulas, Morgan Boll, Alexandra Sica, Natalia Hanchuk, and Hope Banta. Standing front row: Julia Singer, Nina Martini,
Talia McRoberts, Sara Kirschner and Vincent Mora.

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Emma Stierhoff
and Siobhan Quinlan, two teens from
the Presbyterian Church of Westfield
(PCW), love music and had a dream
to share and use their talents for a
worthy cause. Encouraged by Kevin
Wilkin, Director of Music for the
wired4worship contemporary minis-

try at the church, the girls founded a
musical group called Amani. On Sat-
urday, March 26, they produced and
performed a concert to benefit Agape
Soup Kitchen in Elizabeth.

What started as a performing duo
has grown to include as many as 15
teens at any given performance.
Amani, which is Swahili for “peace,”
performs from time to time at the 9:45
a.m. Sunday services in Westminster

Hall at 140 Mountain Avenue.
Amani’s musical style, according to
violinist and vocalist Catherine King,
is “eclectic and covers several differ-
ent genres, including pop, indie rock
and classic rock.”

Amani recently shared their pas-
sion for music at Westfield High
School’s Folio Coffee House. After
that, the girls decided they wanted to
use the group’s musical talents at a
solo event. During the Saturday after-
noon concert, students who have vol-
unteered at the Elizabeth soup kitchen
spoke of what it has meant to them to
participate on Wednesday afternoons.
PCW, led by youth minister the Rev.
Amanda Huels, sends weekly, a group
of youth and adults to the Agape Soup
Kitchen at the First Presbyterian
Church in Elizabeth to provide a hot
meal to food deprived people. Agape
means Christian love and that’s what
this musical group portrays although
their music is not overtly Christian.

The song “Everybody” by Ingrid
Michaelson, which was performed by
the two originators of the group, have
lyrics that speak of the universal need
for love. Many of the arrangements for
the brass ensemble were done by Ms.
Stierhoff, a senior at Westfield High
School, who played the guitar, uku-
lele, piano and clarinet at the event.
She is not the only performer who
showed versatility. Michael Hague,
Jack Ritter, Matt Gaudin, Sarah Boyle,
Catherine King, Austin Chen and Mark
Kostyack played multiple instruments
throughout the concert.

At the concert’s end, Ms. Stierhoff
explained to the audience the chal-
lenges of getting all the teens to-
gether for rehearsals. “Members in
Amani are involved in many after
school activities, so that was diffi-
cult for us to find a time to get
together.” She thanked Mr. Wilkin
for his willingness to be there at the
rehearsals and come to their rescue
with technical issues with micro-
phones and speakers.

The afternoon revealed to the par-
ents, friends and members of the
church the talent of the teens as well
as their passion about giving back to
the less fortunate in Union County.
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Mary McEnerney, CRS, GRI, SRES

Congratulations Mary Mac
on exceeding the $400,000,000 mark!

Mary McEnerney
A Proven Leader in the Real Estate Industry.

Mary "Mac" has been a consistent top achiever in Westfield, NJ and the surrounding areas real estate
market for 35+ years. Over the course of those years she has had the distinct opportunity and pleasure
to work with hundreds of people. The majority of her business results from referrals from satisfied past
clients. She takes great pride in helping her clients fulfill their real estate goals. Regardless of the economy
or market fluctuations, she has remained a trusted, proven leader. Coldwell Banker Residential
Brokerage, recently announced that "Mary Mac'' reached an impressive milestone in her career. She
surpassed $400+ million in closed real estate transactions. This positions Mary at a distinguished level
in which very few people have ever attained, and makes her one of the premier agents in the company.

What sets Mary apart is her extreme dedication and exceptional ability to deliver professional,
personalized service. She is very proactive, knowledgeable and resourceful when working with buyers
and sellers. Her expertise in marketing, pricing and negotiating is truly impressive. She takes the time
to educate her clients on the series of events and what to expect throughout the course of the real estate
transaction. Her ultimate goal is to provide a positive, memorable home buying/selling experience. She
is backed by a team of service professionals, who are available to assist her seller's with preparing their
homes for sale and her buyers with settling in to stay. Mary's impressive knowledge of the real estate
inventory paired with her intuitive sense of her clients needs, makes her the perfect real estate match-
maker. "Mary truly listens to her clients needs and cares deeply about finding them the right home. She
consistently helps them turn their dreams into a reality. She has been an incredible asset to our company
and to each client she has had the opportunity to serve. I am truly fortunate and proud she is affiliated
with our organization", says John Bradley, her Coldwell Banker Broker/Manager.

Mary is a repeat recipient of the New Jersey Association of Realtors Circle of Excellence Sales Award
(1997-2015); she's also achieved the Gold and Platinum Award. In 2015, she achieved the Gold level
achieved by closing just under $20 million in sales. She ranked #18 for individual agent production She
always ranks among the Top Producers in the Westfield office, which has been the #1 Coldwell Banker
office in the New York Metro area for more than 25+ years. She holds various designations and is a Senior
Real Estate Specialist (SRES), Certified Residential Specialist (CRS), a Graduate of the Real Estate
Institute (Gill) and a Previews Specialist. She is also a graduate of Fordham University in New York City,
where she earned her Master's Degree.

Mary and her husband, John have been a resident of Westfield for 35+ years where they raised their two
daughters. She has been a volunteer with various organizations in the community which include: The
Thrift and Consignment Shop at the Westfield Service League; delivered meals to senior citizens with
Mobile Meals, served as a Friend of the Westfield Symphony Orchestra, and volunteered as a Eucharistic
Minister at St. Helen's Church. Call Mary McEnerney today and let her put her expertise to work for you.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE 1601 Irving Street • Rahway, NJ 07065
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Fanwood Poetry Reading Will
Feature Poems about Food

The Drowsy Chaperone
Coming to CDC Theatre

DROWSY CAST...The cast of The Drowsy Chaperone at CDC Theatre is busy
rehearsing for their upcoming production. Pictured from left to right are: E. Dale
Smith-Gallo (Man in Chair), Alexa Teebo (Ensemble) and Judi Lagagna (Drowsy).

CRANFORD – Rehearsals have
begun at CDC Theatre in Cranford
for the last show of the theatre’s 97th
season. The Drowsy Chaperone, win-
ner of 5 Tony Awards (including Best
Book and Best Original Score) is a
loving send-up of the Jazz age musi-
cal featuring one show-stopping song
and dance number after another.

“It is a real thrill for my wife Mary
and me to be directing The Drowsy
Chaperone at CDC this season, fol-
lowing up on our successful produc-
tion of The Music Man in 2013.” said
show director Ken Webb. “We have
been lucky enough to assemble an
extremely talented cast. It is a show

that is fun for both the actors and the
audience. It is a very unique produc-
tion because it is basically a show
within a show. It allows us to bring in
some contemporary elements while
at the same time transporting the au-
dience back to the roaring 20’s.”

The show will run weekends from
May 6 through May 21. Visit
www.cdctheatre.org for tickets and fur-
ther information. Funding has been
made possible in part by the NJ State
Council on the Arts, Deptartment of
State, a Partner Agency of the National
Endowment for the Arts, through a
grant administered by the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.

FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series in Fanwood will cel-
ebrate National Poetry Month with
an evening of poems about food by
two distinguished poets on Tuesday,
April 19. The free poetry perfor-
mances by Diane Lockward and
Bernadette McBride will begin
promptly at 8 p.m. in the Patricia
Kuran Arts Center on Watson Road,
off North Martine Avenue, adjacent
to Fanwood Borough Hall (GPS use
75 N. Martine Avenue).

Ms. Lockward is the author of four
full-length books of poetry, including
The Uneaten Carrots of Atonement
(2016) and What Feeds Us (2006),
all from Wind Publications. She also
is the author of the poetry craft book,
The Crafty Poet: A Portable Work-
shop (2013). Ms. Lockward is the
recipient of a Poetry Fellowship from
the New Jersey State Council on the
Arts and serves as Poet Laureate of
West Caldwell, New Jersey. She is

the founder of the Poetry Festival: A
Celebration of Literary Journals and
has served as its director for 12 years.
A former English teacher at Millburn
High School, she has also worked as
a Dodge Poet and a poet-in-the-
schools.

Ms. McBride’s books include Food,
Wine, and Other Essential Consider-
ations (Aldrich Press, 2014) and
Waiting for the Light to Change
(WordTech, 2013). She is an award-
winning artist whose written and vi-
sual work has appeared in numerous
journals and anthologies. A former
Poet Laureate of Bucks County, Penn-
sylvania, she has taught writing and
literature at colleges in Pennsylvania
and New Jersey, including poetry and
fiction writing at Temple University.
Ms. McBride directs the monthly
poetry reading series at Farley’s
Bookshop in New Hope, and she has
read her own work on television in
New York City and Philadelphia.

The Carriage House Poetry Series
is currently in its eighteenth year at
the Kuran Arts Center, an historic
Gothic Revival structure that was once
a 19th century carriage house, hence
the name of the series. The April 19th
reading is free and open to the public.
An open mic reading with local poets
will follow the featured performance.

For more information call (908)
889-7223 or (908) 889-5298. For
online directions and information, visi
carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com/

www.goleader.com
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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cougar junior pitcher Chris
Librera bore down at the right
times and the offense did what it
does best when on the base paths
as the Cranford High School base-
ball team held off the Westfield
Blue Devils, 5-3, in its season
opener at Memorial Field in
Cranford on April 2.

Librera found himself in jeop-
ardy in the first four of his five
innings on the mound but man-
aged to wiggle free with only one

COUGAR SMITH GOES  3-FOR-3, SHRINER 2 HITS; BLUE DEVIL VALL-LLOBERA 2 RBI DBL

Cougars ‘Strand’ Blue Devils in Baseball Showdown, 5-3
Blue Devil scoring during that
span. The Blue Devils, who scored
the run in the first inning,
stranded a pair of runners in the
first, third and fourth innings and
had one runner gunned down at
the plate in the second. Librera
yielded three hits, walked three
and hit four batters while striking
out five to earn the victory.

“I just threw a lot of fast balls.
I didn’t really have my best
stuff today but the team really
picked me up. The bats were
swinging and got a lot of runs
and defensively got the job

done,” Librera said.
“We know going against

Westfield is one of the best pro-
grams in the county and New
Jersey. Fortunately we were able
to put up more runs than them.
Fortunately we are able to get
the ‘W’ today,” Cougar Head
Coach Dennis McCaffery said.

Librera did indicate that he
added special concentration on
Blue Devil Chris Rinaldi, who went
2-for-4 and had a stolen base.

“Rinaldi is a great player. He
did really well against me last
year, so I had to focus on him,”
Librera said.

Cougar shortstop Mike Smith
went 3-for-3, which included a
double, an RBI single and a run
scored.

“We were just looking fastball.
Hit the ball hard on the ground
and good things will happen. That
was what I was trying to do at the
plate today,” Smith said.

Blue Devil starting pitcher Matt
Busardo was throwing well but
was betrayed by poor defense
and mental lapses in the fourth
inning and the Cougars took ad-
vantage with three runs to grab
a 4-1 lead. Busardo walked three
and struck out seven before be-
ing relieved by Zach Kelly with
one out in the sixth inning.

“I thought he did OK. He threw
strikes. We bunted. We were able
to make them make a couple of
errors and that’s what we want,”
Smith said.

“I was very pleased with what
he did. He threw strikes. He kept
them off-balance. He threw well.

As the weather gets warmer, he
will to get better. He didn’t walk
very many,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Bob Brewster said.

A large part of their success in
the fourth inning was the Cou-
gars ability to create havoc on
the base paths.

“We want to hit the ball hard on
the ground to get on. Infielders
have trouble making plays. We
were trying to get good jumps.
Get the bunts down. If we do
that, I think we can beat most of
the teams we play this year,”
Smith said.

Smith and Joe Norton were es-
pecially adept at reading the
pitcher well, which resulted in
stolen bases.

“Just got to look at the feet. A
lot of the time the pitchers do the

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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same thing every time. Get a
good jump and go,” Smith said.

The 0-2 Blue Devils were on
the “go” in the top of the first and
it began when leadoff batter J
Mack Rembisz took a fastball to
his back. It would be the first of
three fastballs that he took to
the back in the game. Rinaldi
plopped a single into right field,
Steve Barmakian walked to load
the bases and Jacob Kurstedt
lofted an RBI sacrifice fly to right.
With two runners still aboard,
Librera escaped further damage
with a strikeout.

The Cougars answered imme-
diately when Norton drilled a
two-out double to left-center and
Smith slashed an RBI single to
right. Busardo also avoided more
damage when Kurstedt made a
diving snag in leftfield for the
third out.

JD Marner hopped a leadoff
single in the Blue Devil second
then with two outs, Rembisz took
a fastball to the back and Victor
Cruz lined a single to center.
Marner rounded third and headed
home but centerfielder Ryan

Bakie’s throw to Norton at the
plate was on the mark for the
third out.

“The young man who ran told
me that he actually stumbled a
little bit between third in home.
That’s after I already sent him,”
Coach Brewster said.

Westfield stranded runners on
second and third in the third
inning and stranded two more in
the fourth.

“We were able to get Chris to
bear down whenever they had
guys in scoring position. We knew
we were in for a dogfight,” Coach

McCaffery said. “Chris is a diffi-
cult kid to have to hit against.
The balls move, he throws strikes,
he has command of three pitches
on the plate. He will throw it in,
he will throw it away.”

Then it happened. Smith led off
the fourth with a single past third.
Brian Oblachinski laid down a bunt
in front of the plate. The throw to
first was dropped and Smith
darted to third. Tom Feeney
slapped an RBI single to right.
With runners on first and third,
Feeney stole second, drawing a
throw that allowed Oblachinski to
score. Pat Connolly laid down
another bunt that drew a high
throw creating another first-and-
third situation. Connolly then at-
tempted to steal second but was
thrown out but Feeney scored.

Kelly relieved Busardo with
Connolly on and one out in the
sixth. Kelly walked Gordon
Grafecco (relieved Librera in 6th).
Jim Shriner (2-for-3) rapped a
single to right. Connolly at-
tempted to score but was thrown
out by Marner at the plate.
Grafecco’s pinch runner Pete

Testa later scored on a wild pitch.
In the seventh, with Barmakian

and Kurstedt on base with one
out, Jake Vall-Llobera smashed a
two-run double to center, mak-
ing the score 5-3, but as he
rounded second, he was thrown
out by Bakie. The final batter
grounded out to second.

“Dumb base running in the last
inning. I can only control one
runner at a time and I am waiv-
ing one and he thought that
meant him too,” Coach Brewster
explained.

“We were able to get some
guys on. We were able to have
good situational hitting that
worked out well,” Coach
McCaffery said.

“Our whole thing was defense.
It’s defense. We are going to work
a little bit harder at it now. The first
two games our defense has killed
us,” Coach Brewster said.
Westfield 100 000 2 3
Cranford 100 301 x 5

More on next page

Probitas Verus Honos
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Cranford Cougars ‘Strand’ Blue Devils in Opening Day Baseball Showdown, 5-3
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WF Blue Devil Boy Laxers Thump West Morris-Mendham Minutemen, 16-3
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Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders Stun Baseball Blue Devils in Six Innings, 11-1



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-7  Thursday, April 7, 2016

goleader.com/ballyhoo

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders Stun Baseball Blue Devils in Six Innings, 11-1



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-8  Thursday, April 7, 2016

goleader.com/ballyhoo

No. 1 Oak Knoll Lady Royals Hold Back Westfield Blue Devils in Lacrosse, 19-14
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GEMUETLICHKEIT…Former U.S. Ambassador to Germany Phil Murphy,
center, who highlighted the Democrat Focusing on New Jersey event at Cross-
roads in Garwood on March 30, is joined, from left to right, by Garwood Mayor
Charles Lombardo, Councilwoman Sara Todisco, former Councilwoman Ann
Tarantino and Garwood Democratic Party Chairman Hugh Sinclair.

Courtesy of Krystal McCormack-Zawoysky
SECULAR SIDE OF EASTER…Children scour the grounds of St. Anne’s
Church in Garwood in front of the rectory for eggs on Holy Saturday, March 26,
as part of the parish’s Easter weekend activities.

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Democratic Organization has an-
nounced that Jennifer
Blumenstock and Marc Lazarow
have been selected as candi-
dates for council seats in the
upcoming 2016 primary and gen-
eral elections “as they bring a
fresh perspective and a commit-
ment to the Garwood commu-
nity,” according to a press re-
lease from the group.

Marc Lazarow is seeking his
first term as a councilman. Being
a middle school language arts
teacher in the Westfield School
System since 2003 and a mem-
ber of the National Council For
Teachers of English and the New
Jersey Education Association, he
is also the building representa-
tive for the union at Edison Inter-
mediate School in Westfield. Mr.
Lazarow has resided in Garwood
for the past seven years with his
husband, James, and is a gradu-
ate of the College of New Jersey
at Ewing, and Kean University in

Union, having received several
academic honors, graduating in
the top 10 percent of his class.

Mr. Lazarow believes that, “be-
ing an active collaborator with
the teachers, students, and par-
ents of the Westfield School Dis-
trict will allow me to bring a
patient and respectful tone in
working with all government of-
ficials and residents to create a
vision for a thriving Garwood that
balances strategic growth while
maintaining our small town feel.”

Jennifer Blumenstock is also
seeking her first term as a coun-
cilwoman. Ms. Blumenstock is
actively involved in the Garwood
school system and currently
serves as vice-president of
Garwood’s Parent Teacher Asso-
ciation (PTA). Born and raised in
Clark, she is a graduate of Arthur
L. Johnson High School, and
graduated summa cum laude
from Rutgers University with
degrees in both political science
and journalism. Ms. Blumenstock

Blumenstock, Lazarow Running in GW
later returned to school earning
her early-childhood teaching cer-
tificate, going on to teach in Pater-
son and Hoboken.

She and her husband, Andy,
moved from Hoboken to Garwood
in 2009 to raise their daughters,
Lena and Cecelia, in a small town
that had a strong sense of com-
munity. Ms. Blumenstock shared
that, “focusing on our best-in-
class services and responsible
redevelopment, we can ensure
that the Garwood of tomorrow is
one that current and future gen-
erations will proudly call home.”
Like Mr. Lazarow, she said she
looks forward to bringing a fresh
perspective and willingness to
work together with which to ad-
dress the community’s needs.

Garwood Democratic Chairman
Hugh Sinclair expressed his en-
thusiasm for this ticket in saying,
“Ever since I met Jen and Marc, I
was thoroughly impressed. They
are individuals of character that
will bring common sense solu-
tions to move Garwood into an
even brighter future.”

“As they begin their campaign,
and throughout the election sea-
son, the Democratic team of
Blumenstock and Lazarow looks
forward to meeting as many of
the residents as possible, and is
committed to providing accurate
information to the residents so
they can make an informed deci-
sion for the future of the commu-
nity we all love,” according to the
press release.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

The Bystander Effect: Apathy Is A
Psychological Phenomenon

Kitty Genovese 140 times —
The victims were children, many
with special needs — Similarities
to the tragedy in New Jersey in
2004, when three young boys
were being starved and eating
plaster to survive, are chilling.
Again, neighbors now report see-
ing children foraging in garbage
for food, standing at the end of
the driveway in cold weather.
One victim filed a complaint in
1998. The foster placements by
St. Christopher Otillie and the
NYC Administration for Children
Services in the home of Gonzales-
Mugaburu did not stop.

Two decades, 20 years of hor-
rific abuse to young foster chil-
dren continued without interfer-
ence or action from the officials
charged with protecting children,
or a religious non-profit, or the
community, or the schools, or
even, apparently, the ASPCA.

Where was that village? No hero-
ics would have been necessary;
just common decency, as op-
posed to depraved indifference.
Bystander apathy is a psycho-
logical phenomenon which oper-
ates in inverse proportion to the
number of bystanders. “Some-
one else will call – someone else
will help.” For 140 defenseless
children, no one helped, no one
intervened. Where is our con-
science, our moral compass? If
we are unable or unwilling to
protect the most vulnerable
among us, who are we? We need
to stand up, not stand by.

Of course, with good reason,
many Americans are frightened
about terrorists and refugees
coming across our borders. In
Suffolk County, the monster lived
next door.

Linda Van Fossen
Cranford

Local Letters to the Editor
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Audit of Mountainside Storm Water
Management And State Compliance
To Bob Martin, NJDEP commis-

sioner: As you know the commu-
nities along the Rahway River
suffered significant damage from
Irene and past storms. Over 400
homes had first floor damages.
Kitchens and living rooms under
water. The value of Lenape Park
in Westfield, Cranford and
Kenilworth has continued to be
reduced as upstream develop-
ment has been permitted with
limited consideration to reduc-
tion of storm water runoff.

I call your attention to several
actions of the Mountainside, New
Jersey planning and zoning boards
and building department whether
that community is following state
law. As a good neighbor, in fact,
they should be exceeding the state
standards because un-addressed
runoff ends up in the river which
swells and causes direct impact
on communities like Cranford and
Kenilworth.

The Lowe’s Theatre on Route
22 was repaved with a sea of
blacktop that from inspection
during storms does not handle
storm water well. While this use
was permitted many years ago,
how much was the repaving
project scrutinized prior to imple-
mentation? Has the property
owner complied with storm wa-
ter management conditions? In
the past year, a 92-unit assisted
living townhouse development a
block away from Lenape Park
and now a five-acre rezoning of
land along Route 22 will permit
new development, but in the pro-
cess a large number of trees and
a pond will be filled in.

Limited public information has
been made available on these
projects. These projects, while
they go through the local plan-
ning and zoning process, por-
tend to mitigate the drainage
issues they cause yet no one
checks whether even at the mini-

mum there is compliance. As you
know the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers and the New Jersey
DEP will be putting forward a
regional flood mitigation plan in
a month or so which is expected
to provide significant benefits of
lower river water elevations. But
all along it has been known that
development (some would say
over-development) approvals
such as put forward by
Mountainside have been done
with limited consideration about
the unmitigated drainage.

I urge your office to conduct an
audit of the zoning application
and building permits of the Bor-
ough of Mountainside. That there
be a scrutiny of such approvals
over the past 10 years to deter-
mine if there has been compli-
ance. Personally, I did try to en-
gage the leaders of Mountainside
to consider the serious issues re-
lating to storm water manage-
ment only to get no response. My
request is not on behalf of any
community. As you may know, I
served over 18 years on the
Cranford governing board and four
times as mayor. But I don’t speak
for the township.

This is my request, but I know
there are thousands of residents
who understand the intention.

Dan Aschenbach
Cranford

Reading is Good For You
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More Letters to the Editor Continued Dooley, Lucas Seek Seats
On Township Committee

CRANFORD – Ann Dooley and
James Kent Lucas will be the
Democratic candidates for
Cranford Township Committee.
If elected, they would join Demo-
crats Tom Hannen, Jr. and Patrick
Giblin on the Committee.

“We can’t wait to get out and
speak directly to Cranford resi-
dents,” Ms. Dooley said. “We want
to hear what people have to say
about the future of Cranford, and
we want to share some of our
ideas.”

A lifelong Cranford resident, Ms.
Dooley graduated from the Col-
lege of the Holy Cross and New
York Law School. She has prac-
ticed law for over two decades
with a focus on public construc-
tion contracts, insurance and liti-
gation. She took a brief hiatus
from the law to open Southside
Roast on Centennial Avenue, and
then returned to the insurance
industry.

Ms. Dooley has coached in the
Cranford recreation leagues and
on the high school level and has
managed facilities and swim
teams at the Cranford public pools
and the Cranford Swim Club. She
lives with her husband and son
on Severin Court.

Mr. Lucas has been a member
of the Cranford First Aid Squad
for eight years and is currently
captain. He is a New Jersey para-
medic, EMT and CPR instructor.

With a degree in computer sci-
ence from Oklahoma State Uni-
versity, Mr. Lucas has worked in
information technology for three
decades. He is currently a UNIX
Systems architect for Bed Bath &
Beyond at their Union corporate
headquarters and before that
worked at Boeing and Sun
Microsystems.

Kent and his wife Sue (Thome)
Lucas, who grew up in Cranford,
live on Beech Street. “Ann and
Kent bring years of experience
professionally and as longtime
residents who have been active
in the community,” Commis-
sioner Hannen said. “They will be
great additions to the township
committee.”

“I’m impressed by Ann and
Kent’s dedication to making
Cranford a better community and
I look forward to working with
them,” Commissioner Giblin said.

Rosary Altar Society
To Meet Next Week

GARWOOD — The next monthly
meeting of St. Anne’s Rosary
Altar Society will be held on Thurs-
day, April 14, at 7 p.m. It will
take place at the Knights of Co-
lumbus Hall, located at 37 South
Avenue, Garwood. Parking is
available behind the hall on Wil-
low Avenue.

President Autumn Welsh will
welcome all members and call
for committee reports. Refresh-
ments will be served during the
meeting.

Jennie Browne has arranged
for a trip to the Tropicana in
Atlantic City on Sunday, April 17.
Those interested in going are
advised to call her at (908) 789-
0778 as soon as possible.

Mobile Meals Seeks
Additional Drivers

GARWOOD/CRANFORD AREA
— Mobile Meals, a voluntary, non-
profit community service provid-
ing meals to those who are un-
able to shop and prepare their
own meals temporarily or per-
manently, is seeking additional
drivers.

The organization serves
Garwood, Cranford and surround-
ing communities. Mobile Meals
currently is down five drivers and
is in need of volunteers to fill
these spots. The organization is
set up for delivery for those in
need of lunches/dinners five
times a week.

Drivers typically deliver once a
month. They pick up thermal bags
in Cranford, then pick up food at
170 Elm Street, Westfield, where
meals are prepared in the kitchen
of the First Baptist Church. The
route takes about one hour, with
six to eight clients. Food is deliv-
ered by noon Monday through
Friday.

If interested in helping those in
need, call Kim Englese at (908)
591-1320 or e-mail
rjets5@verizon.net.

BURLINGTON, VT – Anthony
Vultaggio of Cranford, NJ was a
winner of the 2016 Champlain
College Elevator Pitch Competi-
tion. The contest, which is put on
by Champlain College's Build Your
Own Business (BYOBiz) Program,
Career Services, the Center for
Service & Civic Engagement, and
the Office of Advancement, re-
quires students to give a 90-

second "pitch" about a business
idea to an executive (who is
known as "the suit") as they ride
together in a fictional elevator.
The competition, which took place
on March 1, featured a total 18
finalists competing in three cat-
egories.

Mr. Vultaggio came in third
place in the Entrepreneur
catagory.

Probitas Verus Honos

Vultaggio Takes 3rd in
Elevator Pitch Competition
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Program to Be Held April 20
On Social Security Planning
CRANFORD — The Cranford

Public Library invites the public
to join John Garretson and Jamie
Miller of Garretson Financial as
they answer key questions about
Social Security and how indi-
viduals can maximize their ben-
efit in retirement.

Entitled “Can You Afford to Re-
tire? Savvy Social Security Plan-
ning,” the program will take place
on Wednesday, April 20, at 3
p.m. and again at 7 p.m., at the
Cranford Community Center, lo-
cated at 220 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford.

Topics to be covered include
the amount of Social Security a
person can receive over his or
her lifetime; changes in marital
status, and taking advantage of
spousal, survivor and divorced

spouse benefits.
Mr. Garretson worked at Smith

Barney and Paine Webber before
founding Garretson Financial in
2004. He works primarily with
individual investors and small
business owners. Mr. Miller has
been a managing director at
Garretson Financial for eight
years and has more than 19 years
of experience in the financial ser-
vices industry. His previous ex-
perience includes working as a
senior partner with Van Der
Moolen Specialists, and as a
member of the New York Stock
Exchange.

Admission to the program is
free and all are welcome.

LITTLE BUNNIES...Children had fun making and wearing the bunny ears they
created at the Garwood Public Library Storytime program on March 23, just in
time for Easter.

CRANFORD — The Readers’ Fo-
rum, the lively, long-running book
discussion group of the Cranford
Public Library, will meet on Mon-
day, April 25, at 7 p.m., in the
library’s Fridlington Room to dis-
cuss “All the Light We Cannot
See” (2014), a novel by Anthony
Doerr. The library is located at

224 Walnut Avenue, Cranford.
The group welcomes new mem-
bers at any time.

According to a review that ap-
peared in Library Journal, “All the
Light We Cannot See” has “the
physical and emotional heft of a
masterpiece. The main protago-
nists are brave, sensitive, and
intellectually curious, and in an-
other time they might have been
a couple. But they are on oppo-
site sides of the horrors of World
War II, and their fates ultimately
collide in connection with the ra-
dio — a means of resistance for
the Allies and just one more av-
enue of annihilation for the Na-
zis. Set mostly in the final year of

Cranford College Women
Schedule April Events

CRANFORD — The Cranford Col-
lege Women’s Club will meet on
Monday, April 11, at the First
Presbyterian Church, located at
11 Springfield Avenue, Cranford.
The meeting will begin at 7 p.m.
with refreshments followed by
the program.

Kevin Woyce will present a pro-
gram on the history of lighthouses
from ancient to modern times.
Mr. Woyce is a lecturer, photog-
rapher and author as well as a
lifelong resident of New Jersey.
He will explain how lighthouses
were built and how they work. He
also will share stories of the brave
men and women who tended
them. His slide show will include
original photographs and vintage
images from along the Atlantic
Ocean, the Hudson River, Long
Island Sound and the Great Lakes.

Mr. Woyce is the author of mul-
tiple books including “Jersey
Shore: History and Facts,” “New
Jersey State Parks,” “Liberty: The
Amazing Story of America’s Fa-

vorite Statue,” “Hudson River
Lighthouses and History,” and
“Niagara: River of Wonders.”

On Saturday, April 16, the Col-
lege Women’s Club will hold its
annual garage sale at the
Cranford Community Center, lo-
cated at 220 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
The proceeds from the garage
sale will benefit the club’s schol-
arship fund.

The College Women’s Club an-
nually awards scholarships to
Cranford seniors. It is one of
several fundraisers held by the
club during the year.

The sixth annual Kilkenny House
Fundraiser will take place on Mon-
day, April 25, from 11:30 a.m. to
10 p.m. As it has done for the
past five years, Kilkenny House
will donate 10 percent of the
proceeds for the day to the Col-
lege Women’s Club Scholarship
Fund. Last year the club awarded
more than $10,000 in scholar-
ships to Cranford seniors.

Conservancy to Host
‘Seedhouses’ Event

CRANFORD — The Hanson Park
Conservancy will welcome Bar-
bara Melera on Tuesday, April
19, at 7:30 p.m., to the Cranford
Community Center. Ms. Melera
will present “The D. Landreth
Seed Co. and the Story of
America’s Great Seedhouses.”

This program will trace the his-
tory of the seed trade in America
from 1784, when the first
seedhouse establishment was
opened, through the 20th cen-
tury. Every registered guest will
receive a free D. Landreth sun-
flower seed packet.

Ms. Melera is president and Chief
Executive Officer of the D.
Landreth Seed Company.
Landreth is the oldest seedhouse
in America, established in 1784,
and the fourth oldest United States
corporation. Today Landreth is
recognized as one of the leading
providers of heirloom vegetable,
flower and herb seeds.

The Cranford Community Center
is located at 220 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford. This program is spon-
sored by the Hanson Park Conser-
vancy and brought to the public by
a grant from Merck.

Interested persons may register
for this free event on the Hanson
Park Conservancy’s website,
hansonparkconservancy.com, or
on the organization’s Facebook
page. Individuals should register
at least one week prior to the event
date to ensure their free gift.

Probitas Verus Honos

Readers’ Forum Book Discussion to Be
Held at Cranford Public Library

the war but moving back to the
1930s and forward to the present,
the novel presents two charac-
ters so interesting and sympa-
thetic that readers will keep turn-
ing the pages hoping for an im-
possibly happy ending. Marie-
Laure and Werner both suffer
crushing losses and struggle to
survive with dignity amid Hitler’s
swath of cruelty and destruc-
tion.”

The Readers’ Forum also will
meet on Monday, May 23, to
discuss “In the Unlikely Event”
(2015) by Judy Blume. For more
information, call the library at
(908) 709-7272, or send an e-
mail to library@cranfordnj.org.
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