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eration, selling off the shelf wiper
blades and catalog items like
brake pads, but that it did not
service vehicles themselves and
“discouraged” work in the park-
ing lot by customers.

“Not if we can help it,” he said.
But Mr. Vena disputed that as-

sertion, saying he had frequented
AutoZone’s Plainfield store where
he witnessed oil changes in the
parking lot. He also read from
AutoZone’s website that sug-
gested store clerks would be will-
ing to “get under the hood” of a
customer’s car to help them de-
termine the cause of a problem.

“Are you going to diagnose
(problems)?” Mr. Vena asked.
“I’ve witnessed people changing
oil, batteries. There is no one
from AutoZone policing that. We
have food stores, restaurants, dry
cleaners (in the Garwood Mall.)”

Mr. DeVito responded by say-
ing AutoZone “prohibits custom-
ers from doing work in the park-
ing lot.”

“We have signs out there. We’re
pretty active. We have a lot of
stand-alone stores. We don’t al-
low it.”

After more than an hour of
questioning, board member Bill

Nierstedt put forth a motion to
interpret AutoZone as a miscel-
laneous retail establishment with
the stipulation that no work be
permitted – by store clerks or
customers – in the parking lot.

Mr. Greet, who worried aloud
about potentially injurious situa-
tions, hesitated, but eventually
voted to approve the applica-
tion. Paul Tarantino and Kathy
Villaggio abstained without ex-
plaining, and Mr. Vena voted no,
allowing AutoZone to become the
newest tenant in the mall.

Earlier, the board delayed a
hearing on St. Anne’s application
to construct an 1,800-square-foot
addition on the back of the church
on Second Avenue after Mr. Fraser
advised that the architect on the
project, Robie Wood, who was
there to explain the proposal, did
not have adequate standing to
represent the parish.

 Besides not having a lawyer,
Mr. Wood also could not verify if
the Reverend Richard Villanova,
St. Anne’s pastor, who had signed
the application, had the author-
ity to act as the owner of the
property. Usually, that would be
the Archdiocese of Newark, Mr.
Fraser said.

Without assurances, the board
voted to hear the application at
its next meeting on Wednesday,
July 22. The plans, which were
evident in voluminous detail,
would extend the back end of the
church about 30 feet onto the
church’s existing parking lot, Mr.
Wood said. The extra space would
be used for religious education,
classrooms and meeting rooms.

Board member Bruce Paterson
asked what would happen if the
board allowed Mr. Wood to
present the application without
the legal assurances.

“It would be a nullity,” Mr. Fraser
said. “It would be as if it didn’t
happen.

“You never know, Bruce, some-
one might decide to sue the
board,” Mr. Fraser said, sarcasti-
cally, drawing laughter with a
reference to a pending lawsuit
over a decision last year by the
board in which Mr. Paterson is
the lead plaintiff.

In a final matter, the board met
in executive session to discuss
Mr. Paterson’s lawsuit, which is
challenging the board’s decision
with regard to property most
commonly known as “Hidi’s” at
the north end of Walnut Street. A
legal brief by the plaintiffs, which
also include Westfield Leader and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
Publisher Horace Corbin and his
brother, Assistant Publisher
David Corbin, was filed with the
court earlier this month.

TRUCKIN’ TO READ...The Cranford Public Library, located at 224 Walnut
Avenue, held a Touch-a-Truck event June 13 to kick off its children’s Summer
Reading Program. Among the participants were the Cranford Police Depart-
ment and Fire Department, and Tom Gilbertson brought a classic VW Beetle.
Children can register for Summer Reading at the library and earn prizes in
exchange for reading. For further information, visit Cranford.com/Library.

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
PROUDLY...Westfield Senior Housing Executive Director Karen Simon, sec-
ond from left, assists Jane Barris, 88, center, and Ida Shaw, 95, second from right,
in cutting the ceremonial ribbon to officially open the Village at Garwood.
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AutoZone OK’d for Former Dress Barn House

Cranford Rec.-Parks Reveals
Summer Program Openings
CRANFORD — The Cranford

Recreation and Parks Department
has announced that there are
still openings available within its
Summer 2015 programs. The
openings are in classes listed as
follows:

Pre-School and Kinder Pro-
grams: Science Matters, Sum-
mer Arts and Crafts and Spanish
Enrichment.

Youth Programs: Amazing War-
riors, Basketball Clinic, Begin-
ning to Rock – Intro to Rock
Camp, Camp Wizardry, Creative
Kids, Engineering Fundamentals
with Lego, Fashion First Work-
shop, Golf for Juniors, Groovy
Girls, Guitar 101, Junior Scien-
tists, Junior Rock – Intro to Rock
Instruments, Keyboard 101, LAX
Academy Lacrosse Camp, Lights!
Camera! Kids! Action!, Parisi
Speed Clinic, Parisi Speed & Con-

ditioning Camp, Pre-Engineering
with LEGO, Project Runway
Camp, Science Matters, Sky Ex-
plorers Camp, Spanish Enrich-
ment, Summer Arts & Crafts,
Techgineering, Tennis Instruc-
tion, Town Tennis, Volleyball
Camp and Weather Camp.

Adult Programs (all programs
are for adults age 18 and older):

Adult Beginner/Intermediate
Tennis, Body Barre, Pilates, Yoga,
and Zumba.

Interested persons may regis-
ter at the Cranford Community
Center, located at 220 Walnut
Avenue, Cranford, or online at
register.communitypass.net/
cranford. For more details on
these programs, visit
cranford.com/rec, click on Infor-
mation and click on the brochure,
or call the recreation department
at (908) 709-7283.


