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Local Letters to the Editor
Please Do Not Fire

Garwood’s DPW Chief
Mayor Charles Lombardo, and

Councilwomen Ann Tarantino and
Sara Todisco want to fire
Garwood’s full-time Department
of Public Works Superintendent,
Fred Corbitt, and replace him
with 10 hours per week of part-
time supervision by Fanwood’s
DPW Superintendent. Because
this new arrangement would be
bad for the residents of Garwood,
we are opposed to the Lombardo/
Tarantino/Todisco plan to termi-
nate Fred Corbitt and make
Garwood’s DPW report into
Fanwood.

Garwood residents are nearly
unanimous in their praise and
appreciation for our DPW. Our
Boro is maintained by a group of
dedicated men led by our Super-
intendent. During snow storms,
Garwood’s streets are promptly
plowed and cleared in a superior
fashion to surrounding commu-
nities. In fact, much of the praise
for our DPW’s winter work comes
from out-of-town residents who
see how favorably Garwood com-
pares to their own communities.
More than once, they have told
us they wished they had the level
of DPW service that we have here
in Garwood.

Now, we are supposed to be-
lieve that firing our full-time Su-
perintendent will have no impact
on services. Really? So, the man
at the top of our DPW played
absolutely no role in the superior
performance of the men who
worked under his supervision?
Lombardo/Tarantino/Todisco
have asserted over and over
again that there will be no cut to
Boro services although they want
to fire the man who has lead this
organization for the last ten years.
We simply do not believe them
and, sadly, we do not think

Lombardo/Tarantino/Todisco be-
lieve their own rhetoric. Rather,
we believe this cut to the heart of
our Boro’s services is a direct
result of the overspending, debt
increases, and lack of priorities
of the Lombardo/Tarantino/
Todisco team.

We urge the residents of
Garwood to stop this misguided
termination of a valued Boro
employee to compensate for the
overspending of Mayor
Lombardo and Councilwomen
Tarantino and Todisco. Please
reach out to them and urge them
to change their minds. In addi-
tion, please reach out to Coun-
cilmen Bil l Nierstedt, Lou
Petruzzelli and Mike Martin and
urge them to vote against this
plan. Councilpersons Nierstedt
and Tarantino are running for
reelection this year. Councilmen
Martin and Petruzzelli have been
completely silent as to whether
or not they support this mis-
guided plan. Please reach out to
these two men and ask them if
they, too, want to fire our DPW
Superintendent. We ask that you
sign our petition at
www.gopetition.com/petitions/
keep-our-garwood-dpw-as-
is.html. Help us preserve
Garwood’s DPW by keeping our
full-time Superintendent in town
leading the organization our resi-
dents value so highly.
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an amount in the neighborhood
of $50,000 to provide the de-
partment with a serviceable truck
with a ladder in the next 10
months.

Some concerns about the fi-
nancial burden this would place
on the town were raised by Com-
missioner Hannen. He cited past
purchases for radios for the po-
lice department as well as a simi-
lar purchase of an ambulance
that “forced funds to be taken
away from other programs.” Chief
Czeh said he hoped the new fire
truck would make up for its ex-
penses by offsetting some of the
existing maintenance costs that
plague the current equipment.
Mayor Andis Kalnins admitted
that, “even, in the best-case sce-
nario, this purchase presents a
spending issue.”

Of the issue, Commissioner
Mary O’Connor said, “We need to
look to the future, with the growth
in Cranford; we need to allow our
public safety departments to keep
up. I’ve been saying this for
years.” Commissioner O’Connor
then moved to go forward with
the purchase, a motion that was
immediately seconded by Com-
missioner Robert D’Ambola.
Walking away, Chief Czeh
seemed optimistic about the
prospects of the purchase. This
also was bolstered by Mayor
Kalnins’ comments at the June
23 meeting, during which he said,
“Chief Czeh is doing a great job
and the town is doing all it can to
provide him the resources he
needs to ensure this remains the
greatest fire department in the
world.”

Also of note during the pro-
ceedings was the decision by the
committee to delay a vote on an
ordinance which would allow non-
Cranford residents who own busi-
nesses in the town or who are
Cranford town employees to re-
ceive the same rate as residents
for community pool membership
fees. The ordinance also would

allow persons with disabilities to
receive the senior pool-member-
ship rates. The vote, however,
was delayed due to some confu-
sion on the part of Commissioner
O’Connor and Deputy Mayor Lisa
Adubato about the specific lan-
guage used to outline the dis-
counts for persons with disabili-
ties.

Members of the committee also
took time to recognize the town’s
financial department in light of
the recent 2015 municipal audit.
Commissioner O’Connor recog-
nized the efforts of Chief Finan-
cial Officer Lavona Patterson to
help the town see a 75-percent
reduction in negative comments
on the audit from last year.

Commissioner Hannen used his
comments at the end of the pro-

ceedings to offer his deepest con-
dolences to the victims of the
Charleston, S.C. shooting June
17 and called on the community
of Cranford to pull together to
help “combat hatred.” He also
extended an invitation to the town
to attend a memorial prayer ser-
vice that was held last Wednes-
day at Saint Mark’s African Meth-
odist Episcopal (AME) Church.
Other commissioners echoed
similar sentiments to Mr.
Hannen’s.

Mayor Kalnins and the rest of
the committee also took time at
the end of the meeting to reach
out in congratulations to the
graduates of Cranford’s school
system and to wish them the
best of luck in their efforts going
forward.

* Cranford Swears in Three New Firefighters *

AutoZone OK’d for Former
Dress Barn Home on South

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – The planning
board has cleared the way for an
AutoZone retail store to replace
Dress Barn at the Garwood Mall
on South Avenue.

The board voted 6-to-1, with
two abstentions, at its June 24
meeting to classify AutoZone as
a miscellaneous retail store, in-
stead of an automotive repair
service, allowing it to qualify
within existing zoning laws to
occupy a space in the Garwood
Mall.

The issue revolved around
whether miscellaneous repairs
and maintenance on cars and
trucks, from replacing a wiper
blade to oil changes and battery
replacements – by either store
clerks or customers – would oc-
cur in the parking lot, creating
loose debris and dangerous cir-
cumstances for others walking

or driving through the area.
The matter came to the atten-

tion of the board when Zoning
Code Official Victor Vinegra asked
for an interpretation of ordi-
nances that regulate parking re-
quirements, particularly the num-
ber of spaces needed for a change
in use from Dress Barn to
AutoZone.

After questioning Mr. Vinegra,
Board Attorney Donald Fraser
simplified the matter to whether
AutoZone is miscellaneous retail
or automotive.

After an initial series of ques-
tions from Board Chairman
Stephen Greet to AutoZone re-
gional representative Frank
DeVito, board member Michael
Vena displayed passionate op-
position to allowing the car part
seller to move in.

Mr. DeVito testified that his
company was strictly a retail op-
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