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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Getting used to the 50/70 dis-
tances may have demanded some
adjustments for 11U baseball
teams, but the Cranford 11s found
their rhythm in the third and
fourth innings to roll to an 11-1,
four-inning victory over Summit
in pool play of the Cal Ripken
District 12 Tournament at
Gumbert 3 Field in Westfield on
June 25.

Just like with the high school
program, the 11U Cougars found
out how to spin straw into gold

with a smooth blend of singles,
walks and stolen bases to score
four of their runs in the third
inning and six more in the fourth.

“It starts from the top with
coach [Dennis] McCaffrey at the
high school program. We learn a
lot from him and his kids. He
comes down and helps us out in
practice. He works a lot with
these kids and our team is really
starting to make a lot of progress.
We are not where we want to be
yet, but we are getting there,”
Cranford Head Coach Dan
DeMarco said.

The 11U Cougars also received
some additional coaching sup-
port from Brian Chapman, Head
Coach of the Millburn High School
Millers baseball team, winners of
the 2015 Group 4 NJSIAA Cham-
pionship. Chapman’s son Jake
assumed the catching responsi-
bilities in the game against the
11U Hilltoppers.

Connor Baretta went the dis-
tance for Cranford and limited the
Hilltoppers to four hits, while walk-
ing one and striking out two. Nick
Thompson pitched the first three
innings for Summit and David
Schunk pitched the fourth inning.

Cranford totaled 10 hits. Jack
Connolly went 2-for-2 with a
double and scored both times.
Leadoff hitter Dan DeMarco fin-

ished 2-for-3 with an RBI. Jake
Lies rapped a two-run single and
added an RBI groundout.
Chapman singled, was hit-by-a-
pitch and scored twice. Jack
Kehney and Will Gallagher each
had RBI singles and scored once.
Dave Abrahamsen had an RBI
single in his one plate appear-
ance, Lukas Ruby was walked
twice and scored twice, and
Baretta walked once and scored
twice. Liam Kwiatkowski had two
plate appearances and Brian
Readie had one.

Colin Beatty went 2-for-2 with an
RBI for the Little Hilltoppers, Mike
Reddy doubled and scored a run.
Aiden Grant singled and Connor
Sensenich received the only walk.
Carter Frye and Ty Lorenz each had
a plate appearance.

Thompson faced four Cranford

batters in the top of the first
inning and allowed just a single
to DeMarco. In the bottom of the
inning, Baretta got Kyle Graham
and Sensenich to ground out to
shortstop Gallagher, who ended
up making several fine defensive
plays in the game. Grant man-
aged to reach first on an error
but later got gunned down by
Chapman, while attempting to
steal second base.

Cranford managed a run in the
second inning when Connolly
poked a single to center, moved
to second on a passed ball and
scored on Abrahamsen’s hard
smashing single off the third
baseman’s glove. Reddy led off
the Summit second inning with a
lined double to leftfield and scored
on Beatty’s slashing single to right-

LIES KNOCKS IN THREE RBI; CONNOLLY DBL, 3B, 2 RUNS, CHAPMAN 2 RUNS, DeMARCO 2 HITS

Cranford Tips Summit, 11-1, in Cal Ripken 11U District 12
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