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Life is a Cabaret for Local
Youth Performing this Summer

Santa Fe: Low-Key Oasis
For Art Lovers and Hikers

FOURTH OF JULY CELEBRATION...The Westfield Community Band, under the direction of Dr. Thomas Connors,
continues its 103rd season with its annual Independence Day Concert tonight at 7:30 p.m. in Mindowaskin Park.

By MICHAELA WINBERG
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

BLOOMFIELD – Actresses are
dressed elegantly in tight black leo-
tards. They balance gracefully on their
backs on hard, metal chairs, making it
look easy. Rehearsing the incredibly
difficult musical number “Mein Herr,”
the teenage girls manage to balance,
sing, dance and slap their chairs along
to the rhythm.

This summer, the New Jersey Youth
Theatre (NJYT) is producing Caba-
ret, a musical written by Kander and
Ebb about cabaret performers in pre-
war Berlin. The show will run in the
Westminster Arts Center in
Bloomfield from Friday, July 17 to
Sunday, July 26.

Cynthia Meryl, the co-owner of
NJYT and a Westfield resident, said
that this production of Cabaret is
unique because it is the first revival of
the Broadway version of the musical.
NJYT’s production will have all the
original songs, including “Mein Herr”
and “Maybe This Time.”

Danielle Meola Valencia was cast
as lead Sally Bowles, and she said
that she is excited to take on the
challenging role.

“Cabaret is an iconic piece, and
Sally Bowles is the role to die for. It’s
something I think every actress of
that type would love to try to tackle,
because she’s so complicated and
fabulous,” said Ms. Meola Valencia.

Students and professionals ages 12
to 25 and over were able to audition
for Cabaret, and were chosen based
on their talent and willingness to work
hard, said Ms. Meryl. According to
Ms. Meryl, NJYT does not charge
actors or crew to participate, which is
very rare for educational theatre pro-
grams.

This year, in addition to student
actors and crew members from towns
like Westfield, Clark and Scotch
Plains, there are professionals hired
to mentor the student participants.
Ms. Meryl herself is not only direct-
ing Cabaret, but also cast as Fräulein
Schneider.

Ms. Meryl said that in her 24th year
as the owner of NJYT, her goal al-
ways been “to provide a high quality
theatre education to young talent in-
terested in entering professional the-
atre,” and Cabaret is no exception.

To maintain the professional atmo-
sphere of the program, actors audi-
tion, sign a contract and rehearse for

six hours every day from Monday
through Thursday, and nine hours on
Saturday and Sunday.

Maddie Kevelson, a rising senior
at Westfield High School (WHS) and
the assistant costume designer for
Cabaret, agreed with Ms. Meryl and
said that the professionalism of NJYT
is her favorite part of the job.

Ms. Kevelson added that she
worked for NJYT last summer on
their production of Oklahoma.

“I had an incredible time [last year],
so when I was invited back as the
assistant costume designer on my fa-
vorite show, I just couldn’t say no!”
said Ms. Kevelson.

Mason Hugelman, cast as the lead
Cliff Bradshaw, had a similar experi-
ence. Last summer, he played Curly
in Oklahoma, and he said he can’t
wait to get back on stage this summer.

“I’m looking forward to actually
be on stage and being able to become
the character, because it’s kind of
hard in rehearsal space. But when
you’re on stage, it’s so awesome,”
said Mr. Hugelman.

Tickets are on sale now and avail-
able at http://cabaret-
themusical.bpt.me or by calling (800)
838-3006.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for the Summer Travel Series

Given the slim pickings of attractive
state capitals in our region—Trenton,
Albany, Hartford, Wilmington—arriv-
ing in sunny and picturesque Santa Fe
is a welcome treat for a visitor from
back east.

It’s the longest-serving state capi-
tal (since 1610) and also the state
capital with the highest elevation
(about 7,200 feet above sea level).
Santa Fe, population 69,000, bears
far more of a resemblance to, say,
Westfield than it does to a bustling
capital city.  There are no skyscrapers
or any tall buildings to speak of in this
city overwhelmingly dominated by
adobe structures.

Traffic jams are non-existent, un-
less you count four or five cars waiting
at a red light as a serious back-up. Car
horns aren’t impatiently blared. People
can safely cross the streets. The down-
town and the adjacent residential neigh-
borhoods smoothly blend together. The
locals are friendly. And the moun-
tains—as well as the views from the
mountaintops—are breathtaking.

Let’s start with your arrival in the
New Mexico capital. The charming
and small municipal airport can only
handle smaller aircraft so direct flights
from Newark are non-existent.  In-
stead, you can fly to Denver or Dallas
and then switch to a smaller plane for
the rest of the trip.  The terminal build-
ing itself is made of adobe and is about
the size of a small-town bus depot.

The drive from the airport into down-
town Santa Fe takes about 15 minutes
and affords you lovely views of the
mountains of the vast Santa Fe Na-
tional Forest to the east.  A word about
the weather here: It’s pretty near per-
fect.  Daytime temperatures in the 70s
and low 80s from May through Sep-
tember are the norm while the ther-
mometer can dip into the 40s and low
50s at night.  Winter temperatures
usually range between the 40s during
the day and into the 20s at night.  It
snows here, but not much, although a
heavy snowfall this past February taxed
the resources of the city’s public works
department and its one plow.

Rainfall is a rarity here, with one
long-time resident telling me that blue

skies are the norm in Santa Fe.  And for
star-gazers, the cloudless skies at night
reveal more stars and far-away galax-
ies and solar systems than you’ll ever
hope to see back in New Jersey.  And
if you’re out after dark looking up at
the sky, keep an eye out for coyotes,
one of which darted in front of my car
one evening, and bobcats, which re-
side in the nearby hills and mountains
and have even been known to venture
into backyards, according to a resident
who spotted one peeking in her win-
dow one morning.

The center of Santa Fe has similari-
ties to some of the downtowns in our
own area, namely Morristown, with
both featuring a large public square
surrounded by plenty of shops and
places to eat.  The traffic in Morristown
is far busier, though.  And it’s much
quieter, too.

The downtown skyline, such that it
is, is dominated by the twin bell tow-
ers of St. Francis Basilica.  Built
about 130 years ago in the Ro-
manesque Revival style—in sharp
contrast to the adobe construction
elsewhere in town—the cathedral had
originally planned to top the bell tow-
ers with 160-ft. steeples, but die to
lack of funds, they were never built.
Perhaps that was for the better be-
cause the view of the front of the
cathedral from two or three blocks
way, with the mountains rising behind
it, is beautiful.

The plaza that marks the “heart of
Santa Fe” is also a national historic
landmark.  Here you’ll find a wide
variety of mostly southwestern arts
and crafts for sale by artists, many of
them Native Americans, as well as
street musicians and some food ven-
dors along with plenty of benches and
grassy areas for relaxing and people-
watching.  A variety of annual festivals
are also held here.  At the center of the
plaza sits the American Indian War
Memorial monument.

Along one side of the plaza is the
one-story Palace of the Governors,
built 415 years ago and deemed to be
the oldest continuously-occupied pub-
lic building in the U.S.  It served as the
seat of government for New Mexico
for centuries.  Today, Native Ameri-
can artist sell their works underneath

the block-long building’s portal.  Be-
hind it is the New Mexico History
Museum.

Santa Fe is heaven for art lovers,
with a number of shops and galleries
as well as museums.  At one corner of
the plaza is the New Mexico Museum
of Art, a gorgeous two-story adobe
structure featuring works by various
southwestern artists including Geor-
gia O’Keeffe.  And there’s also a mu-
seum devoted to the great works of
Ms. O’Keeffe a few blocks from the
plaza.  Between the plaza and the
cathedral is the Museum of Contem-
porary Native Arts, devoted to Native
American contemporary art as well as
history and culture.  A short drive from
the center of town is the Santa Fe
Botanical Garden and, a short walk
away, the Museum of International
Folk Art and the Wheelwright Mu-
seum of the American Indian.

As you might expect, Santa Fe has
plenty of southwestern-themed res-
taurants but there are also eateries that
feature French, Italian and Caribbean
cuisines.  Downtown, alongside the
plaza, is the landmark Plaza Cafe
Downtown, the capital city’s oldest
restaurant that’s more like a very good
diner and worth the stop.

If hiking is your thing, Santa Fe is a
hiker’s paradise.  Literally minutes
from downtown, you find the wilder-
ness of the Sangre de Cristo Moun-
tains, a subrange of the Rocky Moun-
tains, and miles of trails for both be-
ginner and the more experienced hik-
ers.  The views from the ridgetops and
mountain summits are breathtaking
and it’s not uncommon to spots a hum-
mingbird or a fox.  And for the non-
hikers, you can always take a hike/
walk around some of the pretty resi-
dential neighborhoods near the down-
town and check out some of the adobe
homes—some of them are opulent and
set on lavishly-landscaped properties.

Santa Fe may not be a top spot for a
vacation that includes the kids but it is
a refreshing break from the hustle and
bustle of the typical capital city.  It’s
low-key, relatively quiet, pretty, se-
rene, friendly and safe—and you’ll
end up feeling much more relaxed
than you would on a typical city-ori-
ented vacation.
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Cranford...This cute 3 bedroom, 2 bath Split Level is already under contract. This
home has a flowing, open floor plan, great for entertaining. The eat-in kitchen has
been beautifully updated with new cabinets, appliances, and granite counters. It
also features a sunny family room addition off the back! Homes are selling quickly,
call Faith to help you find your dream home. List Price: $329,900.

Scotch Plains...Live the lifestyle you deserve in this 4 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath Colonial. This
well maintained home has many recent improvements that will simplify your life. The kitchen
was renovated in 2005 with granite, stainless steel appliances, and Thomasville Cabinetry.
New heating and air conditioning units were installed in 2011, and a new water heater was
put in this year. Escape to your own backyard oasis at 7 Greensview!  The backyard is
gorgeously landscaped and offers a patio, built-in pool, and tons of space for entertaining.
Don’t miss your opportunity, schedule an appointment today. Presented at $749,000.

Cranford...An impeccable, spotless home on a tree lined street boasting vintage
colonials in a very popular Cranford neighborhood. This 3 bedroom, 1 1/2 bath
home offers a beautifully remodeled 25x13 kitchen, an updated bath, a 16 X 6
foyer with slate flooring and so much more. The huge park-like backyard offers a
deck and tons of privacy. Top rated Cranford schools, convenient NYC transportation
and a downtown that has endless dining and shopping! This home could be
yours for $539,000.

Cranford...Move right in! This spacious Colonial style home features 5 bedrooms
and 2 baths.This home boasts a large eat in kitchen, a formal dining room, a big
family room off of the kitchen, first floor master bedroom, 4 generous bedrooms
on the 2nd floor, and a 2 car detached garage! To top it all off, this home is
conveniently located near schools and transportation. You have to tour this home
to really appreciate what it has to offer. It’s the right time, the right home, the right
price…it’s the right move at $559,000.

Westfield...These town homes are the perfect solution for the executive commuter
who is seeking a large brand new residence with a quick commute to Manhattan.
These gorgeous units offer 4 bedrooms and 4 1/2 baths throughout 4 finished
floors of living space. Conveniently located nearby Downtown Westfield and the
train station. These homes are due for completion in October, get in now for a
chance to customize your own! Priced at $839,000.

Scotch Plains...Set back on a large, serene lot; this home does more than meet
the eye. A wonderful layout makes entertaining a delight. The generous living room
has big, beautiful windows allowing a lot of natural sunlight to fill the room. The
expansive eat it kitchen has been tastefully updated, making everyday cooking a
breeze. The extraordinary family room off the kitchen is out of this world! It has
high vaulted ceilings, and a dual gas fireplace that opens up to the living room as
well. Listed for $559,900.
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