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S. Orange 11s Trip Westfield in Ripken District
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were hitting the ball, we made the
plays. Our pitching was very consis-
tent. We got some timely hits,” South
Orange-Maplewood Head Coach Rob
Chibbaro said. “We feel very fortu-
nate to get the win. My hats off to
Westfield.”

“Both defenses played really well.
The pitching on both ends was good.
We had a few big errors in the infield
that set us back. When you make
errors at this level, you are going to
give runs up. You can’t walk people
and make errors,” Westfield Head
Coach Pete Gialluisi said.

All of Westfield’s hits came from
five batters. In his three plate appear-
ances, Mike Gialluisi, who scored
both runs, had a double and a single
and was hit by a pitch. Jack Barker
went 2-for-3 with an RBI. Yang
doubled, and Chris Iacaponi and Jack
Price both singled.

The Cougars had only four hits but
three came in the deciding fifth in-
ning that began with a walk to Lefferts.
Derrick Chibbaro, who had doubled
in the second inning, tapped a
grounder to short that was mis-
handled, which allowed Lefferts to
score. Jacob Messeri’s grounder to
short resulted in a successful third-
to-second rundown of Chibbaro. Tyler
Stephan hit a sharp grounder to third,
which drew a high throw, but Barker
at first made a leaping grab for the
second out. Luke Simoniello singled

to left, Cole Strupp walked and Ryan
Helfenstein hit a high chopping RBI
single over short. Pierre followed with
a booming three-run double to left
that he unsuccessfully tried to stretch
into a triple.

SOM was also hitting the ball
squarely in the previous innings but
several hard smashes were hauled in by
centerfielder James Haley. Third
baseman Steve Angeli stopped a wicked
line drive in the third inning and
Friedberg at short followed with a div-
ing grab that he converted to a putout.
From his catcher’s position, Gialliusi
made a sliding grab of a pop-up.

Westfield’s Walter Schwartz hit the
ball squarely in all three of his at-bats
but all three were pulled in by out-
fielders.

Westfield took a 1-0 lead in the top
of the fourth inning. Gialluisi sizzled a
single over third and strolled to second
on a balk call. Price beat out an infield
single that rolled over second and
Barker blooped an RBI single over
first. With runners on second and third,
Iacaponi lined out to second baseman
Stephan. Right after that, Stephan pre-
vented two runs from scoring when he
leapt into the air to snag Friedberg’s
liner toward right-center.

“That was the thing. The margin of
error in these games are very slim. So
a play here a play there, it could have
gone either way, but I know we are
going to see this team again,” Coach

Chibbaro said. “It’s just good com-
petitive baseball when these two teams
get together.”

Westfield tried to get something
going in the fifth. Aidan Scheper laid
down a bunt but pitcher Pierre fielded
the ball and fired to first baseman
Okshay Heda in time. Evan Tompkins
walked, stole second and advanced to
third on another balk call. After Pierre
struck out Steve Harvey, Schwartz
launched a fly out to left.

In the sixth inning, Gialluisi slashed
a one-out double to right, Price
grounded out to third. Another balk call
permitted Gialluisi to score. Barker
hooked a single over first then Iacaponni
lofted a fly ball on the foul side of the
first baseline, but right fielder Strupp
hustled over the line and caught it just
before it went out of bounds.

“He’s our right fielder. He will go
through a brick wall for us. What he
showed on that last play was pretty
remarkable. That was a big play of
the game,” Coach Chibbaro said.

“Fortunately, I have a couple of
kids who can really hit the ball, but I
need the rest of the team to pick up the
slack. This was a big time wakeup
call. They played a great game. South
Orange-Maplewood is a good solid
baseball team,” Coach Gialluisi said.
“We will be out there again. We got a
couple of games left.”
Westfield 000 101 2
So. Orange 000 05x 5

LAU, ROTH, TUFARO, WOODRING LEAD OFFENSIVE

Netherwooders Trim Trinity
In Sc. Pl. Men’s Softball, 16-1

Witnessed By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Game 1 of a Wednesday Night Di-
vision (A Division) doubleheader
between the Netherwood Bar & Grill
and Trinity Electric turned out to be a
four and one-half inning rout in favor
of the “underground grillers” at
Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on
June 24. The Netherwood Barmen
scored 13 of their runs in the first two
innings and pitcher Kevin Woodring
made sure the Electricians’ bats oper-
ated at a low spark en route to a 16-1
triumph.

The Netherwood Bar & Grillers,
who stunned The Stagehouse stal-
lions, 15-14, in Game 3 to claim the A
Division crown last year, totaled 20
hits and had nine of their grillers tap
two hits. Woodring, who scored once,
rapped a pair of RBI singles in his two
plate appearances. Damon Roth
doubled, singled, scored twice and
had two RBI and leadoff hitter Brady
Lau ripped a pair of RBI singles,
walked once and scored twice. Joe

Tufaro singled twice, scored twice
and added two RBI.

Other Netherwooders were also
pounding the ball. In his three plate
appearances, Jarrod Pence punched a
double and an RBI single and scored
twice. Gus Alvarez had a pair of
singles and an RBI sacrifice fly and
scored once. Kevin Spellman singled
twice, scored twice and added an
RBI. Jeff Bendix went 2-for-3 and
scored twice, while Jerry Isolda
singled twice and scored once. Mike
Parkhill drilled a two-run single and
Chris Sarna had an RBI single, an
RBI sac fly and scored once.

Trinity (formally Charlie Brown’s)
slapped eight singles and one double.
Dan Metzger drove in the only run
with a double to centerfield. Tom
Giannone was the only Electrician to
get two hits and Shane O’Connor,
who singled, scored the only run.
Rich Dare and Sean Wessel both
singled and walked in their two plate
appearances. Kyle Berwick, Mike
Bernardo and TJ McDonald each

added a single.
The Netherwood struck first with

four runs in the bottom of the first
inning and it began with a walk to
Lau. Roth followed with a wicked
double down the right field line then
Tufaro lofted an RBI sac fly to center.
Pence skid an RBI infield single off
Trinity pitcher Frank Mastrocola.
Alvarez sharply singled to center,
Sarna hit an RBI sac fly to left and
Woodring lined an RBI single down
the leftfield line.

Trinity did pose a threat in the
second inning when Dare walked,
Bernardo singled and Wessel walked
to load the bases with two outs, but
Mastrocola’s long fly to right-center
was hauled in.

A merry-go-round of nine runs ar-
rived in the Netherwood second in-
ning. Bendix bashed a single to cen-
ter, Isolda’s fly ball to left was dropped
and Lau lashed an RBI single to right.
Roth and Tufaro followed with RBI
singles. Spellman splattered an RBI

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO AVOID THE TAG...Trinity Electric’s Kyle Berwick attempts to avoid the tag from Netherwood catcher Gus
Alvarez in the third inning of Game 1 of a double header at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on June 24.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SLIDING IN FOR A DOUBLE...South Orange-Maplewood’s Derrick Chibbaro slides in for a double as Westfield shortstop
Ryan Friedberg makes a tag in the second inning in the Cal Ripken District 12 Tournament at Gumbert 3 Field.
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