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Shaun Cherewich came to Westfield
in the fall of 1974 as an English
teacher, mostly British Literature. (He
earned no less than three grants from
the National Endowment for the Hu-
manities to study at Oxford Univer-
sity.)

But Cherewich also had an athletic
side. He was a star athlete at Elmwood
Park High in Bergen County, and
later at Connecticut College. In the
fall of 1976 he joined Gary Kehler,
Dick Zimmer, Bob Brewster, Dave
Cilo and Greg Gorski on the WHS
football staff. Teaching at one of the
state’s most respected schools, he
quickly became a “must have” in-
structor. And as a coach he not only
helped keep the football victories
coming, he created his own private
legacy – the varsity lacrosse program.

In the spring of 1978 – with no
youth feeder system in town yet and
competing for athletes from well-
established sports like baseball, track,
tennis and golf – the first WHS boys
lacrosse team went 4-10. Their first
game was a 5-0 victory over Summit.
They played home games and prac-
ticed at Sycamore Field, behind the
“new” fire house on Central Avenue,
or at Memorial Pool Field. The first
goal was scored by Dave Irwin. The
’78 tri-captains were Mark Ciarrocca,
Pete Decker and Joe Mooney. Other
standouts were seniors Basil Bourque,
who made second team all-state, Andy
Carlson, Tom Castellone, Joe Sex-
ton, juniors Mark Frega and Tom
Gilday, and sophomore Harry
Bourque.

There were growing pains, and the
Blue Devils went 1-13 the following
year. But quickly the years spent de-
veloping talent at the youth level
started producing names like Kessler,
Flaherty, Prybylski, Aslanian – all
familiar names today, as the children
of those early players have grown
into WHS stars. By the mid-1980s,
WHS was a budding powerhouse,
thanks to players like Curt Cimei,
Gene Kelly, Dan Gilday, Paul Goski,
Dave Lovejoy, Ron McCann and
Dennis Lynch.

On April 24, 1985, just seven years
after being born, WHS was ranked
No. 1 in the entire state for the first
time. With Rob Schmalz scoring 53
goals, Chris Aslanian 50 and David
Hone 39, that team reached the state
championship game, where it fell to
Montclair.

The next two years WHS beat
Bridgewater-Raritan East in the state
finals. The ’86 team ‘upset’ top-rated
Hunterdon Central in the Coaches’
Tournament semifinals, before fall-
ing to Montclair in that final. Those
squads featured gunners like Rob and
Gregg Schmalz, Steve Locker, John
Macaluso, Brendan Flaherty and Tim
Nolan, and defenders John Telling,
Todd Prybylski and Jeff Hurley.

The 1988 squad, led offensively by
the Flaherty and the McLane broth-
ers, Jason and Colin, and defensively
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by Dave Brown and goalie Chris
Miller, again made it to the state title
game, but lost a heartbreaker to Moun-
tain Lakes.

The following years would be
mostly successful, and volatile. In
1995 Cherewich was named the
Coach of the Year by the Courier-
News as his team went 16-5, led by
goalie Mike Abeles, and attacks Ed
Joffe, Liam Wertheimer and Dave
Shaller. But Cherewich was becom-
ing as known for his flare-ups and
meltdowns as for being the Father of
WHS Lacrosse. Four games into the
1996, after posting a career mark of
208-118 in his 18 years, Cherewich
stepped down as coach.

Gerry Benaquista (1997-2007) and
Marc Silbergeld (2008-12), both
members of Cherewich’s 1987 state
championship team, kept WHS rel-
evant for the next 16 years. And today
Pat Tuohy, a co-captain under
Benaquista in 2000, and his staff
(Boomer Werheimer, Tim Werner,
Dave Hancock) have returned WHS
to the heights of the mid-1980s.
Tuohy’s three years have seen WHS
go 43-20, win three Bristol Cups, one
Union County Tournament title and
one state Group 4 championship.

From 2008-10 Cherewich returned
to coach freshman lacrosse, going
23-17. He was involved in the devel-

opment of such players as Jack Allen,
James LiSooey, Kevin Kessler and
Tom Snyder in 2008; Pat Dyer, John
Lanzano, Ryan Marsh and Jackson
O’Leary in 2009; and Nick Arnold,
Christian Burgdorf, Mike Cash, Jack
Colwell, Jack Flaherty, Mark Frega
and Tim Huber in 2010.

By then he had retired from teach-
ing, after 42 years on staff. Cherewich
was one of those teachers who af-
fected a lot of people, many as a
coach, and probably even more as a
teacher.

He was elected into the Westfield
Athletic Hall of Fame in 2012, his

third HOF induction, following the
National Lacrosse Hall of Fame
(2002) and Elmwood Park (2006).
Masterfully combining those two
parts of his eclectic life, Cherewich’s
induction speech ranked with the most
memorable in the WAHOF’s 20-year
history.

As with most successful coaches,
Cherewich was not without his de-
tractors. He was not, as they say in
England, everybody’s cup of tea.
Some say that the low-key Toni Bristol
was added to WHS’s staff in 1982 as
a calming influence for the volatile
coach. Either way, you won’t find
many of those nay-sayers among his
former players, coaches or English
students.

Here are some reactions of his
former players and coaches to the
news that Cherewich – a vibrant part
of the greatness that was WHS the
past four decades – would be moving
into retirement later this month in
Wilmington, North Carolina.

Chris Aslanian, Chris Capano,
David Hones, co-captains of ’85 la-
crosse team: Coach Cherewich was a
lacrosse visionary. In the early ’80s,
through an enormous amount of time
teaching the game, he built the
Westfield High School lacrosse pro-
gram into a state powerhouse. His
love of the program was only eclipsed
by his dedication to his players. Thou-
sands of players have had the won-
derful experience of playing lacrosse
for WHS teams, and each and every
one of them owes Coach Cherewich a
bit of gratitude. Thanks Chewy.

Dan Gilday, co-captain of ’84 la-
crosse team: Shaun deserves the lion’s
share of credit for the existence of the
boys lacrosse program at WHS. There
was no youth league to serve as a
feeder system. He put a lot of time
and effort into growing the game in
Westfield.

Thom Hornish, teacher and coach:
As a classroom teacher he was out-
standing. They should have cast him
as Dumbledore in Harry Potter. I think
he wrote Beowolf, or perhaps he was.
All kidding aside, he was a true scholar
and task master. As a coach, he’s
lucky they let him on a field, but his
intensity translated to his athletes and
he gave WHS lacrosse its foundation.
His demand for excellence is consis-
tent with Clarkson, Kehler, Gantner,
Coultas, to mention a few. I wonder if
Saint Peter has a red or yellow card
waiting.

George Kapner, teacher and coach:
The four consecutive state final game
appearances (1985-88) had a great
deal to do with the talent of his ath-
letes in those years, but his coaching
was at least equal in importance to
that talent in terms of results. And
there was no coach in my time at
WHS who spent more time, or had
more success, helping his athletes
secure college acceptance than Shaun
Cherewich.

Steve Kocaj, senior on ’92 lacrosse
team: He knew his players. He told
me I needed to look at Middlebury,
that it would be perfect for me. I
hadn’t even heard of the college, but
I wound up attending and playing
lacrosse there. The years spent there
and subsequent relationships formed
there have had a direct impact on me
to this day.

Gregg Schmalz, co-captain of ’87
lacrosse team: Coach Cherewich was
a second father to both me and my
brother Rob during our high school
years. He was a great coach who
demanded nothing short of the best
effort from our teams. But he also
gave 100 percent of his heart and soul
back to his players. Coach Cherewich
will always credit his players for our
state championships, but his leader-
ship and ability to put players in the
best positions to succeed had a lot to
do with it.

Rob Schmalz, co-captain of ’86
lacrosse team: Some of my fondest
memories of high school were on the
lacrosse field. Coach Cherewich was
a demanding conductor who
screamed at his orchestra to perform
at the highest level, but who also had
an ability to sit back and listen to
them play. WHS’s first state title
(1986), we were in a pile of bodies
celebrating our victory as Coach
Cherewich calmly sat on the bench,
legs crossed, finally releasing that
smile of contentment we all should
wear one day.

Liam Wertheimer, co-captain of ’96
lacrosse team: He was a great coach
who had a deep appreciation for and
strictly taught the fundamentals of
lacrosse. He had a proven track record
of winning by the time I got to high
school and a stronger reputation of
making sure anyone who wanted to
play lacrosse in college had the op-
portunity to do so.

Chris Wojcik, co-captain of ’92
lacrosse team and current Harvard
coach: Coach Cherewich demon-
strated how much he cared about us
as men by helping all of us use la-
crosse as a vehicle to gain acceptance
to the best possible colleges. In the
pre-Internet and e-mail world, Coach
Cherewich would meet with all of his
players individually at our homes and
then write letters of recommendation
to college lacrosse coaches on our
behalf.

South All-Stars Nip North in Simms Grid Classic
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also a comedy of errors for the North’s
offense and another bad punt put Mota
in position to boot a successful 37-
yard field goal to give the South a 6-
0 lead with 6:20 on the clock. Finally,
the North mustered an offensive and
it paid off when Panghorn, the quar-
terback, connected with wide receiver
Vince Nisivoccia (Seton Hall Prep),
cutting from right to left for a six-
yard touchdown. Matt Ferrara’s
(Cresskill) point after gave the North
a 7-6 lead at the half.

Among the coaches of the North
All-Stars was Nick Gregorio, the head
coach at Dover High School, who
was a 1997 graduate of New Provi-
dence High School and wrestled for
(yours truly — David B. Corbin, while
being the assistant coach under Gary
Bremer).

“I am working with the defensive
line in this game. This is my first year
of coaching in an all-star game, so it

has been a fun experience. The kids
are great. It’s been a great night so
far,” Coach Gregorio said during half-
time. “The defense has been on the
field a lot so far. We haven’t had great
field position, but they have come up
big. They held them to two field goals
and we managed to put a score in
before the half.”

The kickoff to open the second half
went into the hands of Castronova, who
carried the ball from his end zone,
wiggled to his left and escaped all
would-be tacklers en route to his 101-
yard touchdown with just 14 ticks off
the clock. Mota split the uprights, giv-
ing the South a 13-7 lead. In slightly
less than two minutes, the North retook
the lead, 14-13, when Dolbrice shuffle
passed to wide receiver Matt McFadden
(Morristown Beard) who took the ball
53 yards for the touchdown.

The South, however, answered with
another 37-yard field goal by Mota to

regain the lead, 16-14, then later capi-
talized on the North’s fumble on the
ensuing kickoff. After a few plays,
quarterback Connor Davies (Lacey)
hit Terence Young (JFK Iselin) for a
14-yard touchdown to make the score
23-14 at the end of the third quarter.

Bad punts continued to plague the
North All-Stars in the fourth quarter.
Despite, the North missed a big chance
at a score midway through the quarter
when they had the ball at the South
10, but Rakeem Bennett (Carteret)
picked off a pass and returned it to the
23. Simcox and Grant, however, got
back in action until Grant jarred the
ball lose and recovered it at the South
15. On the very first play, Panghorn
hit wide receiver Ugo Ezemma (St.
Joe’s Montvale) for the touchdown
and after Ferrara’s successful point
after, it was a two-point game with
3:39 remaining.

The North All-Stars got one more
chance. Beginning at their own 34,
they moved the ball into South terri-
tory and even fired a pass into a crowd
near the end zone, but it was batted
down. Finally, the North’s hopes were
shattered when Charles Mitchell
(Piscataway) sacked the quarterback
as time ran out.

Dolbrice was named the North’s
Offensive MVP. Justin Thompson
(Palmyra) was named the South’s
Defensive MVP and Mota was named
the Offensive MVP.

“It was an unbelievable experience.
We played 15 minute quarters, which
is longer than high school. So essen-
tially, we played five quarters of high
school ball and I was in every play
[defense]. It was exhausting but I had
an unbelievable experience. There
were times I could have come out but
I wasn’t going to give up this mo-
ment. I came in [the game] in shape
and it paid off,” Simcox said.
South All-Stars 3 3 17 0 23
North All-Stars 0 7   7 7 21
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43 Mohican Drive, Westfield $849,000
Stunning Center Hall Colonial on quiet, tree-lined cul-de-sac with unique special
features and easy access to town & Rt22 shopping. Enter the home through a col-
umned portico into a grand entry foyer. The main feature of the foyer is the breath-
taking winding staircase. The foyer opens to both the living room and dining room
with gorgeous fullwall, lighted built-ins. A doorway leads to the open chef's kitchen
with custom cabinetry, under cabinet lighting, granite counter tops and 9' center
island. The family room boasts a marble fireplace, recessed lighting and sliders. Stu-
dents are provided bus transportation to Roosevelt Middle School and Westfield
High School. The master includes a granite bath and a ladies dream walk-in closet.
Tax appeal in progress and seller will pay rest of 2015 taxes for new owner.

SOLD!!!

4 Cherry Lane, Westfield $2,200,000
Spectacular Estate with breathtaking views of Echo Lake Country Club. Property
abuts the 14th green and 15th tee box. 5 beds and 5 full baths. Master suite with
fireplace and stunning course views. Family room with wet bar and sliders to patio
overlooking the golf course. Second floor office also has sweeping unobstructed views.
25'x14' rec room in basement. A landmark property with a rich Westfield history.

226 St. Paul Street, Westfield $1,075,000
Beautifully renovated office building located on Westfield's Saint Paul Street with a
13% CAP Rate! Large parking lot. Low expenses, high income. Excellent floor plan
for today's professional needs.  Very rare opportunity for an investor to purchase a
building with an income this large. Capitalize on this special building and opportunity!
Expenses=$31,070. Gross rents = $110,280. Gross Operating Income = $79,210.

Incredible Investment Opportunity!
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Please visit our website and Facebook for more information and listings at: 
www.davidrealtygroup.com 
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   One way that sellers can better assure themselves of 
making a sale is to reduce the stress that buyers some-
times feel when house hunting by purchasing a “home war-
ranty.” This service contract protects homeowners against 
unexpected repairs and replacement of their homes’ major 
systems and appliances. A home warranty is a relatively 
inexpensive form of insurance that usually covers one year 
and may be renewed. It ensures that buyers have a direct 
means of addressing unforeseeable problems; it also cre-
ates a comfort level in the minds of buyers that facilitates 
a sale. When a covered item breaks, all the homeowner 
needs to do is call for service. The item will then either be 
repaired or replaced.
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    Whether you’re buying or selling a home, a home warran-
ty is an excellent investment. If you’re selling a home, the 
last thing you want to do is shell out big bucks if a system 
or appliance stops working. And if you’re buying a home 
or you already own your home, it’s nice to know you’re 
protected from expensive repair and replacement costs. 
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you’re planning to sell your home in the next few months, 
nothing is more important than knowing a fair asking price. 
We would love to help you with a free market analysis.
HINT: Available since the 1970s, home warranties cover 
items such as heating and air conditioning systems, plumb-
ing and electrical systems, and home appliances.

STANDINGS:
(As of June 27:)

TEAM W   L Pct
St. Maximilian 7 0 1.000
St. Joseph 4 4 .500
St. Anthony 4 4 .500
St. Nicholas 4 4 .500
St. Francis 3 4 .429
St. John Paul II 3 4 .4.29
St. George 2 4 .333
St. Vincent 2 5 .286

For information about all games
and the league, please visit
stbartssoftball.com.

TOP GAMES PLAYED:
St. Maximilian 10, St. Anthony 8

With his team trailing 8-7 heading
into the bottom of the seventh, Erik
“Nails” Hapstrum delivered a walk-off
three-run home run to seal the victory.
Steve Pirella and Floyd Roberts each
singled to get things started and were
knocked home by Hapstrum’s blast, his
fifth hit of the day.

St. Anthony seized an early 3-0

lead in the top of the first and never
trailed until the end. Chris San Juan
tripled, scoring Nam-June Joe after a
single by Joe got things started. Steve
Mavrakes (3-for-3) added a triple to
bring home San Juan.

St. Max tied the game in the third,
with key hits coming from Walt
Patrylo, Dave Eckert (3-for-3), Harold
Hopler and Mike Surburg. St. An-
thony responded with three runs in
the fourth and two more in the sixth,
extending their lead to 8-4 heading
into the final two innings. San Juan,
Captain Tony Perconte (2-for-3, 3
RBI), Mavrakes and Steve Muratore
provided the offensive firepower for
during these frames.

Ed Villaverde’s Mighty Max squad
fought back in the sixth. Stringing
together hits from Hapstrum, Patrylo,
Eckert and a clutch RBI double from
Chris Nardi, St. Max put themselves

in striking distance for the dramatic
seventh inning finish.
St. John Paul II 4, St. George 2

Pitching was the name of the game
at Brookside Park, as St. John Paul II
held off St. George in a rare defensive
battle. After giving up two runs in the
top of the third, Howie Bialos held St.
George scoreless through the final
four innings and St. John Paul II held
on for the victory. St. George’s pitcher
John Dietch was efficient in his own
right, allowing only four runs and
none after the third inning.

Kevin Spellman provided the of-
fense for St John Paul II, most of it
coming from a two-run double in the
third, plating Gerry Riepe (2-for-3)
and John Junguenet. Spellman racked
up three RBI on two hits.

Robert Stratton had a perfect 2-for-
2 day at the plate to pace St George,
while Jay Semple went 2-for-3.

St. Bart’s Men’s Softball League Standings:

Sean Cherewich

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DOING THEIR JOB...The North All-Star defense, in black, had to play with poor field position all evening but definitely
held their own against the South All-Stars during the Phil Simms New Jersey North/South All-Star Classic on June 29.


