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GIALLUISI 2B, 1B, 2 RUNS; YANG 4 INNING 1 HITTER

S. Orange 11s Trip Westfield
In Cal Ripken District 12, 5-2

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fine pitching and fine defense by
both teams made for a very intense
Pool play game until the South Or-
ange-Maplewood (SOM) 11s got a
few key hits to plate five runs in the
bottom of the fifth inning then held
on to defeat Westfield, 5-2, in the Cal
Ripken District 12 Tournament at
Gumbert 3 Field in Westfield on June
26. The victory set both teams’ record
at 3-1 to knot them in a four-way tie

with Cranford and New Providence
for the top seed in the playoff portion.

Both teams’ starting pitchers were
very effective and both were recipi-
ents of fine defensive plays.
Westfield’s Kevin Yang pitched four
innings of one-hit ball and walked no
one, while striking out three, until he
walked the leadoff batter in the fifth
and was relieved by Ryan Friedberg.
Aidan Lefferts pitched four complete
innings for the SOM Cougars and
allowed one run on five hits, while

hitting a batter and striking out one.
Aidan Pierre pitched the fifth and
sixth innings and allowed one run on
two hits, while walking one and strik-
ing out two.

“This team that we played,
Westfield, with coach Gialluisi, the
team is well coached and like a well-
oiled machine. So we had to play our
best baseball against them. Yet! Ev-
erything fell in place for us today.
Our defense, we made plays. They
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LIES KNOCKS IN THREE RBI; CONNOLLY DBL, 3B, 2 RUNS

Cranford Tips Summit, 11-1,
In Cal Ripken 11U District 12

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Getting used to the 50/70 distances
may have demanded some adjust-
ments for 11U baseball teams, but the
Cranford 11s found their rhythm in
the third and fourth innings to roll to
an 11-1, four-inning victory over
Summit in pool play of the Cal Ripken
District 12 Tournament at Gumbert 3
Field in Westfield on June 25.

Just like with the high school pro-
gram, the 11U Cougars found out
how to spin straw into gold with a
smooth blend of singles, walks and
stolen bases to score four of their runs
in the third inning and six more in the
fourth.

“It starts from the top with coach
[Dennis] McCaffrey at the high school
program. We learn a lot from him and
his kids. He comes down and helps us
out in practice. He works a lot with
these kids and our team is really start-
ing to make a lot of progress. We are
not where we want to be yet, but we
are getting there,” Cranford Head
Coach Dan DeMarco said.

The 11U Cougars also received
some additional coaching support
from Brian Chapman, Head Coach of
the Millburn High School Millers
baseball team, winners of the 2015
Group 4 NJSIAA Championship.
Chapman’s son Jake assumed the
catching responsibilities in the game

against the 11U Hilltoppers.
Connor Baretta went the distance

for Cranford and limited the
Hilltoppers to four hits, while walk-
ing one and striking out two. Nick
Thompson pitched the first three in-
nings for Summit and David Schunk
pitched the fourth inning.

Cranford totaled 10 hits. Jack
Connolly went 2-for-2 with a double
and scored both times. Leadoff hitter
Dan DeMarco finished 2-for-3 with
an RBI. Jake Lies rapped a two-run
single and added an RBI groundout.
Chapman singled, was hit-by-a-pitch
and scored twice. Jack Kehney and
Will Gallagher each had RBI singles
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THE FORCE OUT...Cranford shortstop Will Gallagher gets the throw from second baseman Liam Kwiatkowski
to get the force out on Summit’s Colin Beatty, No. 13, during the Cal Ripken District 12 Tournament at Gumbert 3 Field.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DIVING BACK TO FIRST...Westfield’s Mike Gialluisi dives back to first to avoid being picked off as South Orange-
Maplewood first baseman Okshay Heda awaits the throw in the District 12 Tournament at Gumbert 3 Field.

Have a Happy and Safe
Independence Day – July 4

SIMCOX HUGE ON ‘D’, LINDEN’S DOLBRICE ‘O’ MVP

South All-Star Gridders Nip
North in Simms Classic, 23-21

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Kicking and punting games proved
to be the difference in the outcome of
the annual Phil Simms New Jersey
North/South All-Star Classic held at
Kean University in Union on June 29.
The South All-Stars were the fortu-
nate recipients of three successful
field goals from Vincente Mota (Long
Branch) and an amazing 101-yard
kickoff return for a touchdown by
Matt Castranova (Jackson Memorial)
en route to a 23-21 victory.

The victory, which was the South
All-Stars’ second in a row, gave them
an 18-16-2 edge in the series.

The North All-Stars had six Union
County representatives on their team
— Jackson Simcox (Westfield),
Juwan Dolbrice (Linden), Darryn

Canady (Roselle), Steve Raniero
(Summit), Justin Stewart (Union) and
Lloyd Jackson (Elizabeth).

“I am really excited to wear a
Westfield helmet for the last time. In a
stage like this, with all the quality of the
players, it’s an unbelievable experi-
ence. I can’t wait to get on the field and
play,” Simcox said before the game.

Simcox also received the honor as
being one of the North’s team cap-
tains, along with Dolbrice, Rylan
Panghorn (Lenape) and Tevaughn
Grant (Paterson Eastside).

“It’s all about coming together over
this past weekend, playing with each
other three days. I am excited to get
out there,” Simcox said.

When he did get out there, Simcox
made his presence known and by game’s
end registered tackles in the double

digits. As far as the North All-Stars’
defense went, his name, along with
Grant, Leonard Watts (Barringer) and
Marc McDonald (West Essex) were the
names most frequently announced.
After the game, Grant was named the
North All-Stars’ Defensive MVP.

Sputtering offense on the part of the
North All-Stars and poor punting
throughout the first half put their de-
fense in jeopardy. The South attempted
a 33-yard field goal midway through
the first quarter but Mota’s kick was
wide right. A few minutes later an-
other bungled punt gave the South
possession on the North 39-yard line,
which later resulted in a successful 45-
yard field goal by Mota with 55 sec-
onds remaining in the quarter.

Most of the second quarter was
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ONE OF MANY TACKLES...Westfield’s Jackson Simcox, No. 44, pulls down a South All-Star Royal Moore, No. 2 –
Neptune, in the Phill Simms New Jersey North/South All-Star Classic held at Kean University in Union on June 29.
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