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Breast Cancer Bill Topic
Of Roundtable Discussion

By MICHAELA WINBERG
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

REGION — In the Susan G. Komen
North Jersey location on June 22, a
roundtable event, including medical
professionals, breast cancer survivors
and Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th), was
held to discuss the proposed Breast
Cancer Patient Education Act of 2015.

The legislation was brought before
the Senate by Mr. Lance in early
May. If made a law, the Breast Can-
cer Patient Education Act states that
it would strive to “empower patients
facing breast cancer” by informing
them of all their medical options.

Despite the fact that, since 1998,
health plans that offer breast cancer
coverage are technically required to
provide for breast reconstruction and
prosthesis, “many breast cancer pa-
tients are not informed of their option
for reconstructive surgery or pros-
thesis,” the act states.

“Up to 70 percent of breast cancer
patients are not adequately informed
by their general surgeon,” Rep. Lance
said. “The Breast Cancer Patient Edu-
cation Act works to change that, and
to inform patients about their options
prior to surgery.”

The act states that it would require
the Secretary of Health and Human
Services to craft an education cam-
paign to inform breast cancer pa-
tients of their options, including avail-
ability and coverage of breast recon-
struction and prosthesis.

According to the act, African-
American women under the age of
40 are more likely to be diagnosed
with breast cancer than white women.
Similarly, breast cancer is the most
common form of cancer in Hispanic
women. For that reason, the bill “spe-
cifically focuses on informing pa-
tients who are members of racial and
ethnic minority groups.”

Among the speakers at the
roundtable was Dora Arias, who was
diagnosed with breast cancer in May
of 2003. Fortunately, Ms. Arias sur-
vived and had access to reconstruc-
tive surgery. Without reconstructive
surgery, Ms. Arias said she could not
have “regained normality after sur-
viving breast cancer.”

Ms. Arias founded Curémonos, an
organization that “provides a model
for collaboration between healthcare
and community organizations to sup-
port medically-underserved women
in their fight against breast cancer,”
according to curemonos.org.
Curémonos has educated over 2,000
women about the importance of breast

health, and even helped one woman
get reconstructive surgery with no
insurance, according to Ms. Arias.

“Sometimes women get lost in the
system when dealing with breast can-
cer. That is why it is important to have
advocates,” Ms. Arias said.

Ms. Arias added that getting lost in
the system is especially likely for Latina
breast cancer patients because there is
often a language barrier between the
doctor and patient. She said that she
hopes the Breast Cancer Patient Edu-
cation Act will become law and will
help breast cancer patients struggling
with the complicated medical system.

With her, Ms. Arias brought one of
her clients and a breast cancer survi-
vor, Chile Ramirez. During her battle
against breast cancer, Ms. Arias and
Curémonos helped Ms. Ramirez com-
municate with her doctors, find a
surgeon who accepted her insurance
and schedule a mastectomy and re-
constructive surgery.

Because she had an advocate with her
to help her understand all her options,
Ms. Ramirez said she was able to “heal
physically and emotionally,” and that
she “had hope of being normal again.”

Kimberly Beer, the director of pub-
lic policy for Susan G. Komen Na-
tional, said to her, the act “seems like
a no brainer.” Without reconstructive
surgery, breast cancer patients often
feel a loss of self-esteem, unloved
and even deformed, Ms. Beer said.
Therefore, Ms. Beer said that all pa-
tients deserve access to prosthesis
and reconstructive surgery.

Dr. Gregory Greco is a local plastic
surgeon who often performs recon-
structive surgeries. Acknowledging
the statistic that 70 percent of breast
cancer patients are not fully aware of
their options, Dr. Greco said, “we
have to do better than this.”

“The pain of this serious illness is
not eradicated when the disease is
cured. It goes deeper than that,” Dr.
Greco said. Reconstructive surgery
helps ease the emotional pain that
accompanies the fight against breast
cancer. For that reason, Dr. Greco
said he fully supports the Breast Can-
cer Patient Education Act.

Assemblywoman Nancy Muñoz (R-
21st, Summit), a registered nurse, also
attended the meeting, and she said she
“certainly supports Congressman Lance
as he moves this bill to the federal level.”

About his work on the Breast Can-
cer Patient Education Act, Mr. Lance
said, “All of us are just working out of
love for our mothers, daughters, sis-
ters and wives.”

Community Access Plan
OK’d By Zoning Board

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – The zoning board
met on June 22 and approved appli-
cations from Fairview Manor and
Community Access Unlimited.

Fairview Manor LLC, aka Dreyer
Farms, 831 Springfield Avenue, was
seeking to construct an awning in the
front of the farm store that is popular
with Cranford residents.

John Dreyer said the business
needs to install an awning because
the registers are way in the front of
the store and when it rains the
counters and produce get wet. A
material sample of the awning was
shown to the board along with a
picture of the proposed awning. The
board agreed that the awning would
enhance the building and be of a
benefit to the community. The re-
quest was approved by the board.

Community Access Unlimited
(CAU), 70 Myrtle Street, sought site
plan approval for a new non-profit
educational and office use in a zone
where it is not permitted. The prop-
erty and building abuts the Garden
State Parkway. The 21,000-square-
foot building has not been used for
the past 10 years. CAU is a social
service agency which serves people
with disabilities in Union County as
well as over 6,000 people with dis-
abilities statewide. The previous use
of the building was as an insurance
claims center. The building is in need
of repairs but can easily be made into
a totally accessible and barrier-free
facility with multi-access points, said
project attorney Joseph Paparo.

Stanley Blanchard, executive direc-
tor of CAU, said the building can be
used by 30 to 40 people a day. He said
it is part of a national program to
provide educational training, voca-
tional skills and social skills. The staff
will consist of about 12 people, he
said. He also said clients will be trans-
ported to the office and many of the
people will be in wheelchairs. The
building will be fully compliant with
the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA), he said. Mr. Blanchard said
the building is near convenient road-

ways and yet in a secluded location.
The activity at the site will take place
between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m., he said.

One program provided is called
the personal preference program,
which provides accounting and ser-
vice support to people with disabili-
ties who live at home and with a
government stipend. This program
services about 150 persons a month,
he said.

Mr. Blanchard said the service re-
quires a number of professionals who
perform accounting, clerical and over-
the-phone counseling tasks. About
half of the building will be used for
these administrative office functions
and he predicted that it will grow to
over 50 staff within the next year.

The second program will be an
adult day program, licensed by the
New Jersey Department of Human
Services, which provides life-skills
training and educational services.
This function will take up half of the
space. Speech and physical therapy
also will be part of the program, Mr.
Blanchard said. Clients will be trans-
ported in about eight small vans. Two
or three vans may be located at Myrtle
Avenue overnight, he said. A genera-
tor will be installed for emergencies.

Architect James Guerra said new
restrooms and an outdoor canopy will
be added to the building. Project En-
gineer Thomas Quinn said there will
be 90 parking stalls and that there
will be landscaping in the parking
lot. He also said there will be a nine-
foot by 18-foot dumpster on the prop-
erty. Mr. Quinn said the lighting is
show box lighting and that hoods or
shields will be placed around the
lights to prevent overflow illumina-
tion. He said the three-foot by 10-
foot generator will be hidden by ev-
ergreens.

Joseph Seckler, CAU’s traffic en-
gineer, said only right-hand turns will
be allowed when exiting the prop-
erty. Planner Christina Nazzaro
Cafone said the project will provide
much-needed services to the disabled
community. The board approved the
application with a request for more
specific lighting plans.

COMBATTING SUICIDE...Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) last week was honored by
the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention and was presented with a Congres-
sional Award for his work in championing policies to combat suicide. He is pictured
alongside the New Jersey advocates during the Washington, D.C. conference.

Planning Bd. OKs Moving
Of Soil for New Home

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – The planning
board met on June 23 to hear, in the
words of Board Chairman John
Tomaine, an unusual application.

John and Leslie Moorman, of 1474
Woodacres Drive, were granted site
plan approval to move 480 cubic
yards of soil.

Thomas Jakositz, a planning board
member and a neighbor to the
Moormans’ property, recused him-
self from hearing the application.

Mr. Tomaine explained that in
2001 Union County passed an ordi-
nance requiring any large amount
of soil to be distributed must be
clean of any possible toxins, which
means the placement or replace-
ment of the soil on the Moormans’
property requires a site plan which
is under the jurisdiction of the plan-
ning board. The question now is
how the soil will be distributed on
the property to assure proper drain-
age and prevent runoff in the
Jakositz yard. It also will have to be
deemed clean of toxins.

Mr. Moorman told the board that
last year he had gotten approval to
demolish the house that was on the
property when he bought it. He said
he intends to construct a new home.
He also said the footprint of the new
home is different than the old one as
the basement of the new home will be
larger and deeper, and that is why
there is so much soil to be distributed.
The property, Mr. Moorman said,
will have a dry basin in the front yard
to store runoff. The backyard will

contain swales to guide any excess
water on the property forward and
not toward the neighbor’s property.
Mr. Moorman also said there has
been no transporting of soil on or off
the property.

Board member Ted Zawislak asked
Mr. Moorman how he can assure that
there would be no runoff to the neigh-
boring property. Mr. Moorman said
there will be a grading plan. Project
engineer Thomas Quinn said that the
350 cubic yards of soil will be used in
the rear yard. Mr. Quinn also said the
swales will guide the runoff to the dry
basin in the front yard. Mr. Moorman
said there was no oil tank on the
property.

“There is no reason to believe that
there are any contaminants in the
soil,” Mr. Tomaine said.

Mrs. Moorman said they intend to
put tall trees along the property line
for privacy. Mr. Zawislak said, “Trees
can’t be put inside the swales.” Mr.
Quinn then said, “Trees will be put
within the property line but not inside
the swales.

“The swales,” Michael Disko, the
borough engineer, said, “will vary in
depth from one foot to six inches
deep.” Mr. Disko explained that
swales will be sodded to prevent ero-
sion.

Mr. Tomaine asked Mr. Disko
who would monitor the work. Mr.
Disko replied that it would be the
zoning board and himself. The
application was approved with the
condition that all work plans would
first be submitted to the borough
for approval.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Supreme Court Upholds
ObamaCare Subsidies

The United States Supreme Court
on Thursday upheld ObamaCare sub-
sidies nationwide, in the second ma-
jor court victory for President Barack
Obama on his signature health care
law, according to a Reuters report.

In a 6-3 decision, the court ruled
that subsidies are valid even in states
that did not set up their own insurance
exchanges including New Jersey.

“Congress passed the Affordable
Care Act (ACA) to improve health
insurance markets, not to destroy
them,” Chief Justice John Roberts
wrote in the court’s decision. He said
the nationwide availability of the cred-
its is required to “avoid the type of
calamitous result that Congress
plainly meant to avoid.”

Chief Roberts was joined by fel-
low conservative Justice Anthony
Kennedy and the court’s four liberal
members in the majority, according
to the report.

The decision means the subsidies
will remain not just in the 13 states
that have set up their own exchanges
and the three states that have state-
federal hybrid exchanges, but also in
the 34 states that use the exchange
run by the federal government.

The case centered on the tax subsidies
offered under the law, passed by the
Democratic Majority in Congress in 2010
over unified Republican opposition, that
help low- and moderate-income people
buy private health insurance.

Justice Antonin Scalia wrote the
dissenting opinion from the bench.
“It is hard to come up with a reason to
use these words other than the pur-
pose of limiting credits to state ex-
changes,” Justice Scalia said.

Watson Coleman Comments
On Supreme Court Ruling

Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-
12th) issued the following statement
after the Supreme Court announced
its ruling on Affordability Care Act
(AFC) subsidies.

“The Supreme Court’s decision in
this case is a win for families in New
Jersey and across the country who
now know that they’ll be able to keep
their insurance plans and continue
access affordable healthcare.

“Conservatives have taken the Af-
fordable Care Act to the Supreme Court
twice, and both rulings have confirmed
that it’s legal and constitutional. That
doesn’t mean it’s perfect, and I’m one

of many who have introduced legisla-
tion to improve it. It’s time to let go of
partisan battles, and work together to
provide the best quality care to every
American family.”

Lance: Court Ruling
Was ‘Disappointing’

Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) re-
leased the following statement in re-
sponse to the Supreme Court’s rul-
ing: “Today’s ruling, while disap-
pointing, does not change the fact
that ObamaCare is a fundamentally
flawed law. Each day more and more
families and small businesses are fac-
ing the tough and costly realities of
the health care law: higher health
insurance premiums, burdensome
taxes, regulations and mandates and
the loss of the health plan Americans
have and like. That’s why I remain
committed to its repeal and its re-
placement with patient-centered re-
forms that lower costs, increase
choices and provide greater access to
affordable quality care.”

Menendez: Affordable Care
Act Is Here to Stay

Senator Robert Menendez (D-
N.J.) released the following state-
ment regarding the Supreme Court’s
ruling on Affordable Care Act subsi-
dies:

“Today, the United States Supreme
Court stood up for hard working fami-
lies by reaffirming their rights to both
affordable health insurance and ac-
cess to housing free from discrimina-
tion. With today’s ruling, the Supreme
Court has made clear once and for all
that the Affordable Care Act is the
law of the land and is here to stay.... I
sincerely hope that Republicans take
the Chief Justice’s ruling to heart and
halt their mean-spirited attempts to
strip millions of Americans - includ-
ing 172,000 people in New Jersey -
of the affordable health care they
have come to rely on. It is our moral
imperative to ensure that individuals
and families who are eligible for cov-
erage – either through Medicaid or
the Marketplace – are enrolled and
fully covered...”
Christie Signs $33.7-Bil. Budget,

Cuts Millionaires, Bus. Taxes
 Governor Chris Christie signed a

$33.7 billion budget on Friday, cut-
ting $1.6 billion in spending that state
Democrats had proposed in a $35.3-
billion spending plan, and a pair of
tax increases on businesses and mil-
lionaires.
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