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Elm                               APPLIANCE

220 ELMER STREET    Westfield, NJ  07090908-233-0400

“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

Insurance subject to terms, qualifications and availability.  Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty Insurance Co., 
Bridgewater, NJ, Allstate New Jersey Insurance Co. Life insurance and annuities issued by Lincoln Benefit Life Company, 
Lincoln, NE, Allstate Life Insurance Company, Northbrook, IL.  In New York, Allstate Life Insurance Company of New 
York, Hauppauge, NY. Northbrook, IL. © 2010 Allstate Insurance Co.

Protect your world
Auto • Home • Life • Retirement

2284 South Avenue
Scotch Plains
nelson@allstate.com
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Vo-Tech BOE Re-Instates 18
Of 44 ‘Pink Slipped’ Teachers

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Eighteen non-
tenured personnel were unanimously
approved for the upcoming school
year at the Union County Vocational-
Technical Schools (UCVTS)’ school
board meeting held June 22. Late last
month 16 teachers were rehired after
an original 44 teachers were given
pink slips for the upcoming school
year in early May. This past school
year teachers worked with no con-
tracts.

Superintendent of Schools Peter
Capodice announced that contracts
also were ready for approval for all
teachers and that negotiations for the
contracts had been successful.

The 18 staff members approved for
the 2015-2016 school year include
teachers in Cosmetology, Supermar-
ket Technology, Mathematics,
Graphic Design, Physics, Technol-
ogy, Biology, Science, Criminal Jus-
tice, Physical Education and Office
Occupations. In addition, four of these
teachers were approved for tenure in
the upcoming school year and an ad-
ditional six teachers were newly hired
in Biology, Physical Education,
Chemistry and Social Studies. It was
noted that some teachers among the
original 44 were not re-appointed.

In early May, approximately 110
tenured teaching positions were ap-
proved from the reappointment ros-
ter.

Mr. Capodice had stated last month
that the pink slips were originally
given because of a $400,000 deficit
in the budget and acknowledged that
advertisements in The Star-Ledger
for the open positions came out be-
fore the actual pink slips were deliv-
ered.

During his report, Mr. Capodice
also noted that the appointment of
Kelly Douglas Jackson as principal
of the Academy for Performing Arts
was awaiting paperwork from Kean
University. In addition, a new princi-
pal was hired for the Magnet High

School for Science, Mathematics and
Technology. Board members unani-
mously approved the appointment of
Paul Rafalowski as the new principal.
Mr. Capodice stated that Principal
Frank Esposito, who had been ap-
pointed as the Magnet High School
principal one year ago, had put in his
resignation to take a two-year teach-
ing position in the Middle East.

Mr. Capodice also noted that four
of the five UCVTS schools held their
graduation at staggered times on June
17 and that all had run smoothly. This
included the Academy for Allied
Health Sciences, the Academy for
Information Technology, the Voca-
tional-Technical High School and the
Magnet High School. It additionally
was revealed the Academy for Per-
forming Arts held its commencement
service on June 10.

He also gave information on the
two students who had been hit by a
car after school on June 17 while
crossing Raritan Road. He noted that
both students were taken by ambu-
lance to a trauma center and that one
of the two students had sustained a
broken pelvis. He said that both stu-
dents were released from the hospital
and were home.

Mr. Capodice also stated that the
district would be working with the
county to address safety concerns at
the entrance and exit of the schools.

It was noted that the Magnet High
School had held its first ever Hack-a-
thon from 8 a.m. until 8 p.m. on June
22 on the Magnet campus. A Hack-a-
thon is usually a 24-hour workshop
where people get together to design
or modify computer applications.
Teams of students are formed to work
out the newly formed applications or
websites. It was noted that not all
ideas come to a final product and
sometimes it is a start of a newly
formed application. It was reported
that some students flew in from other
parts of the country to join the event.
There were more than 150 partici-
pants.
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July 4th
Springfield

The township’s festivities will be
held at Meisel Avenue Park. Gates will
open at 5 p.m. Food and drinks, a
petting zoo, pony rides, a trackless
train, moonwalk and waterslide will be
featured. A concert at 7:30 p.m. will
feature 1910 Fruitgum Company and
special guest John Ford Coley. Fire-
works will follow the concert. A dona-
tion of $5 per person will be collected
at the gates.

Summit
Summit’s 68th Annual Mayor’s

Fourth of July Celebration will take
place at Soldier’s Memorial Field, lo-
cated on Ashland Road. The day’s fes-
tivities will begin at 9:45 a.m. with the
Annual Flag Raising Ceremony and
end at 9:15 p.m. with a fireworks dis-
play.

Festivities will include the traditional
Children’s Decorated Bicycle Parade,
food vendors and a concert by The
Cameos, an oldies group, at 7:45 p.m.
Fireworks will begin at 9:15 p.m.

In case of rain, “The Cameos” con-
cert and fireworks will be held on Sun-
day, July 5. Daytime festivities will not
be rescheduled.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WHS 1945...Graduates visit The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times last week to read
their graduation announcement in the June 14, 1945 edition of the newspaper.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Peg Shannon, Gaithersburg, Md.; Ellin Miller
Foster, Westfield; Carolyn Decker Whipple, Saratoga, Calif.; Jack A. Pitt,
Blacksburg, Va.; and Donald L. Brown, M.D., Class President of 1945, Fort
Myers, Fla.

GOODBYE GIRL...Friends meet on June 25 at Rosie's in Garwood to say
goodbye to Laura Reiff and wish her luck as she returns to California that
Saturday after spending several years in Westfield and Cranford pursuing her
career in the Manhattan fashion industry. Pictured, from left to right, are: Carol
Lepore, Alice Campbell, Suzanne Taylor, Patty O’Connor, Carol Kearney, Ms.
Reiff and Beata Wodjak.

DWC Promotes Jazz Fest,
Sidewalk Sale, 5K Run

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — During its execu-
tive board meeting on June 22, the
Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC), the management entity of the
Special Improvement District (SID),
highlighted its July events designed to
promote the downtown area.

July is traditionally the busiest
month of the year for the DWC. The
first event the board promoted was the
19th annual Sweet Sounds Downtown
Jazz Festival.

Held every Tuesday in July and
August, the Jazz Festival encourages
visitors to Westfield’s downtown to
enjoy the many restaurant options and
retailers while listening to local musi-
cians. The event generates significant
revenue in Westfield.

“The DWC hopes that the event will
bring even more people downtown
than in years past and enjoy high-
quality jazz concerts,” DWC Execu-
tive Director Sherry Cronin said. “We
purposefully run the festivals on Tues-
day evenings to encourage people to
come downtown on an evening that
they may not otherwise.”

The Jazz Festival will run Tues-
days, from July 7 to August 25, from
7 to 9 p.m. In the event of inclement
weather, rain dates are scheduled for
Wednesdays nights, also from 7 to 9

p.m.
The Jazz Festival is usually held at

four locations in town: Central Av-
enue at the intersection of Quimby
Street (137 Central Avenue), the cor-
ner of East Broad Street and North
Avenue (1 Lincoln Plaza), Elm Street
in front of the First Baptist Church
(170 Elm Street) and the North Av-
enue train station parking lot (241
North Avenue, West).

To complement those locations, the
DWC is adding a fifth site in front of
the new Roots Building, located at
439 South Avenue, West. In August,
the event will return to the customary
four locations.

Almost 40 bands will perform over
the course of the summer. A full sched-
ule may be viewed on the DWC’s
website, located at
WestfieldToday.com.

The board next discussed
Westfield’s Annual Sidewalk Sale,
scheduled this year from July 9 through
July 12. This event is geared more
toward the retailers in town, most of
which participate and many of which
offer discounts for their wares. Ms.
Cronin stated the sale would remain
open in the event of inclement weather.

Another event addressed by the
board was the annual Downtown
Westfield 5K Run and Pizza Extrava-
ganza.

“The 5K provides a community-
owned, fun evening that is often cel-
ebrated by friends and family in down-
town as well as on the running course
with neighborhood parties… it is a
great event to showcase downtown
Westfield and the surrounding resi-
dential neighborhoods. Even though
we typically serve over 825 pizzas to
the runners, the restaurants report swift
business before and after the event,”
Ms. Cronin stated.

One of the largest non-corporate
5K races in the state, the Downtown
Westfield 5K Run and Pizza Extrava-
ganza attracted over 2,500 runners
and more than 6,000 spectators last
year, according to Ms. Cronin.

The run is scheduled for Wednes-
day, July 22, at 7 p.m. Information on
registration for the run can be found
on the DWC’s website. According to
Ms. Cronin, registration for the run
can only be accomplished online.

Gene Jannotti, executive director of
the Greater Westfield Area Chamber
of Commerce, announced that the
Westfield Farmers’ Market, which be-
gan on June 6, will continue every
Saturday, from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.,
until October 31 at the South Avenue
train station parking lot.

In other news, the board approved a
grant for Blow In Blow Out, a hair
salon located at 17 Elm Street. The
DWC regularly provides grants to new
businesses for signage and other exte-
rior work in an effort to offset some of
the costs involved.

The DWC’s next board of directors’
meeting open to the public is sched-
uled for Monday, September 21, at
7:30 p.m. The DWC office is located
at 105 Elm Street in the basement.

old alike, along with information on
reserving one of the dozen or so parks
for a party or group event.

The home page includes a detailed
calendar of township events — coun-
cil, planning board and zoning board
meetings, concerts, movie nights, farm-
ers’ market, court dates, local news and
weather — as well as a listing of nearby
towns sponsoring Fourth of July fire-
works. Residents also can sign up for
Code Red public safety/traffic texts
and e-mail alerts that is handled by the
police department and the county’s own
First Alert system.

Each administrative department in
the township government has a section
on the website outlining its particular
responsibilities along with detailed in-
formation on the activities it oversees.
The fire department’s page, for instance,
includes a “frequently-asked-question”
section to answer queries about smoke
detectors and carbon monoxide safety.
The tax collector’s page includes infor-
mation on property-tax and sewer fee
billings and payments. The building
department’s page provides informa-
tion on scheduling fire, plumbing and
electrical inspections.

Mr. Mirabella said the site, which
was designed by Tom Kranz Commu-
nications in Fanwood, contains “useful
information that’s very readable and
allows residents to understand what’s
happening in the township.” He said
the aim of the upgrade was to “provide
a better experience” for visitors. He
commended Mr. Kranz, saying he had
been impressed with his firm’s work
“for years” and that he “did a wonder-
ful job” upgrading the Scotch Plains
site.

A brief history of Scotch Plains also
is available on the website, along with
a listing of community organizations
and their contact information. Recent
editions of the quarterly township news-
letter can be downloaded and printed.
Information about the mayor and town-
ship council, the planning board, the
zoning board of adjustment and the
recreation commission, along with a
calendar of their meeting dates, is avail-
able on the website as well. Users can
also access links to local groups and
other community, county and state or-
ganizations and entities.
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Westfield ‘Watcher’

Ribbon-Cutting Officially
Opens Garwood Sen. Housing

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – With veterans from
World War II and the Korean War
raising a flag, and music performed
by a string ensemble, the Village at
Garwood senior housing complex of-
ficially opened June 25 with a crowd
of about 100 present to witness the
ceremonial ribbon cutting.

The $20-million, three-story build-
ing on the north side of Second Av-
enue, on the site of the old St. Anne’s
School, will begin welcoming its new
tenants in early July, said Westfield
Senior Citizens Housing Corporation
Executive Director Karen Simon.

All 72 apartments, including one
for the resident superintendent, have
been assigned, with 235 more on the
waiting list for the federal govern-
ment subsidized housing.

Garwood Mayor Charles Lombardo
concluded the one-hour ceremony by
extending a formal welcome to the
residents of a building that has taken
about five years from concept to con-
struction; also alerting them to the
time and place of borough council
meetings.

The Reverend Richard Villanova,
pastor of St. Anne’s across the street,
gave the invocation. It marked the
final chapter of an odyssey for Father
Villanova, who took over at St. Anne’s
10 years ago and had been trying to
divest the parish of the property since
he arrived.

St. Anne’s had not used the school
since the mid-1980s, and it remained
dormant for more than a decade after
the special-needs Deron School va-
cated the building. The senior housing
complex was Father Villanova’s sec-
ond attempt to sell the property, which
also included an adjacent convent,
after a condominium complex was
rejected.

The festivities opened with the flag-
raising on the northeast corner con-
ducted by World War II veteran Vincent
Lombardo, 94, who landed at Omaha
Beach on D-Day, and Korean War
veteran Steve Vorrius, 85, both of
Westfield.

Later, Ida Shaw, 95, and Jane Barris,
88, original tenants of Westfield II –
one of two other Westfield Senior
Housing residencies, used an over-
sized pair of red scissors to cut the
ceremonial red ribbon across the main
steps.

The 80,000-square-foot building
also includes a dining area, for those
who opt to participate in the food
service, with service staff who pre-
pare and serve meals.

The building has space for only 41
vehicles, which had been a concern
expressed by council members con-
sidering parking regulations, but Ms.
Simon reiterated earlier remarks that
it should not be problematic since
most of the residents – who must be 62
and older – typically do not have cars.

any renovations if they did not intend
to move into the home. Permits were
filed with the Town of Westfield for
work on the house, but according to
officials that work was for a consid-
erably smaller value than claimed in
the suit. The same neighbors also are
concerned that neither the police nor
the Prosecutor’s Office came to ques-
tion them, and that given all the atten-
tion to the house and its lack of occu-
pancy, vandalism may now occur.

The Broaddus family did attempt
to resell the home, and claim in their
lawsuit that they were unable to com-
plete a deal once they disclosed the
letters. According to sources, the real
estate agents involved were not aware
of “The Watcher” or the letters until
they saw it in the news.

The Broadduses also claim in their
lawsuit that “The Watcher’s” letters
caused “genuine and substantial
emotional distress or mental harm”
and that they are “concerned for
their children’s safety of which real
imminent risk of harm to which they
are exposed.” Despite their concerns
for their children’s safety, Maria
Broaddus’ public Facebook profile
picture was of the family, including
their three children. Since publica-
tion of that photo by The Daily News
and The Daily Mail, both Maria and
Derek’s Facebook profiles have been
removed.

While the Westfield police declined
to comment on the case, sources close
to the investigation did reveal that the
three letters in police possession are
hand-printed and postmarked from
Kearny, N.J. According to sources,
the Broadduses chose to not contact
the Westfield police regarding this
matter and instead took the letters
directly to the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office, where a DNA
test was run, revealing female DNA.
Sources add that the DNA did not
match Mrs. Broaddus.

The house itself was built in 1920,
and according to deeds obtained by
The Times, it was owned by the
Woodses from 1990 to 2014. Prior
to that, the home was owned by Seth
and Floy Bakes from 1963 to 1990;
and Lawrence and Mary Holmes
Shaffer from 1955 to 1963. While
the Bakeses and Shaffers are all de-
ceased, The Times was able to con-
tact some of their children who no
longer reside in Westfield.

Moggie Bakes Davis told The Times,
“Yes, our family lived there for almost
30 years. We had a wonderful time.
No ‘Watcher’ issues or any other crazy
stuff.” She added that she had, “a
normal and absolutely wonderful
childhood” and later held her wed-

ding reception in the backyard. Ms.
Davis told The Times that she has
nothing but “great memories.”

Bill Shaffer, who lived in the house
from 1955 to 1963, said that his
father purchased it for approximately
$23,000 while he was in the seventh
grade. “It was a great house,” he told
The Times. “Nothing ever happened
there, none of this ‘Watcher’
stuff…when they catch this person I
hope they prosecute them.”

The earliest deed for the house that
The Times was able to obtain was
from 1951, where the transaction
took place from Ernest and Frances
Davies to Dillard and Mary Bird and
Nora Bird (Widow).

According to United States Cen-
sus records, Frances and Ernest
Davies lived on Carleton Road in
1940 with their three children. Mr.
Davies was reportedly the owner of
a service station. According to Times
archives, the family moved to
Clearwater, Fla. prior to 1951.

The 1951 deed states that “the
same premises conveyed to the par-
ties of the first part herein by deed of
William H. Davies, Widower, dated
July 16, 1947…conveyance is sub-
ject to a life estate for the benefit of
Nora M. Bird for the term of her
natural life.”

Notably, William H. Davies was
mayor of Westfield in 1932 and chaired
the Republican municipal committee
in 1937. According to census records
from 1920, 1930 and 1940, he resided
at 657 Boulevard with his wife, Flo-
rence; his sons, Ernest (who would
later move to Carleton Road with his
own family) and Robert; a daughter,
Rosalie Marsh, and a grandson, Rob-
ert Marsh; along with his sisters, Mary
and Josephine Davies. The census
states that he was a railroad vice-
president and that his daughter also
was employed by the railroad as a
clerk. Mayor and Mrs. Davies are
both deceased. The Times was unable
to get in touch with any of the Davies’
descendants as of press time.

Bonnie Bird, of Tucson, Ariz.,
daughter of the late Dillard and
Mary, told The Times that “nothing
like that (The Watcher) ever hap-
pened” and that it was a “happy
time there.” Her brother, Dillard
Bird, Jr., an active Westfield High
School alumnus, was ill and unable
to talk with The Times.

Attempts to reach the Woods, the
Broadduses and Mr. Levitt by The
Times were unreturned or unsuccess-
ful.

For a full copy of the lawsuit, titles,
mortgages and other documents visit
goleader.com/news/docs/.
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SP-F BOE
includes soil studies to be done at the
sites. The resolution adds that the
board of education will not seek state
funding for the project. Finally, Su-
perintendent Hayes noted that the
district’s 1.1-million bank cap could
be utilized for such a project.

The next board of education meet-
ing is scheduled for Thursday, August
27, at 7:30 p.m., in the Administra-
tion Building on Evergreen Avenue
and Cedar Street in Scotch Plains.
There is no board of education meet-
ing scheduled for July.


