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Fourth of July Events,
Fireworks Schedules Told

Thursday, July 2
Westfield

The Westfield Community Band,
under the direction of Thomas Connors,
continues its 103rd season with its an-
nual Independence Day Concert to-
night, July 2, at 7:30 p.m. in
Mindowaskin Park. The band will be
joined by members of the Westfield
Chapter of the Sons of the American
Revolution (SAR) and Daughters of
the American Revolution (DAR), who
will present a special program in tribute
to Independence Day. Also featured
will be appearances by Westfield’s own
“Towne Crier,” who will present the
“news of the day,” and an address by a
member of the Westfield Town Coun-
cil. The band’s music program will
feature selections which celebrate
America.

Chairs and blankets are recom-
mended. In the event of rain, the con-
cert will take place in the Westfield
Community Room, located in the
Westfield Municipal Building on East
Broad Street.

Friday, July 3
New Providence

The New Providence Independence
Day Celebration returns to the borough
at 7 p.m. on South Street from Gales
Drive to Springfield Avenue. DJ John
Souren of Club Souren will provide
entertainment from his perch on South
Street. There will be juggler Will Shaw,
“Chalk on South” (kids of all ages can
get a free “bucket” of chalk to create art
and messages on the street) and lots of
fun for the whole family. Fireworks
will begin at 9:30 p.m. Attendees should
bring lawn chairs or blankets to enjoy
the festivities. Should it rain, the Inde-
pendence Day Celebration will take
place on Sunday, July 5, at the same
place and time.

Saturday, July 4
Clark

Clark Township will hold its annual

Independence Day fireworks show at
around 9:30 p.m. at the Arthur L.
Johnson High School field. Music and
food vendors will be featured.

Cranford
A fireworks display will be the high-

light of Cranford’s Annual Fourth of
July Celebration. The day-long com-
munity festival will include canoe races,
a one-mile Fun Run and a four-mile
run, plus vendors in the park. This year
also will see the addition of amusement
rides, inflatable bouncers, a train ride,
plus games and novelty stands.

Festivities will begin at 8 a.m. with
canoe races scheduled at the Cranford
Canoe Club. Registration will be im-
mediately before the races at 7:30 a.m.

The Jaycees will conduct their An-
nual Firecracker Run beginning with a
one-mile Fun Run at 8:30 a.m. and a
four-miler at 9 a.m. at Nomahegan
Park. Registration is open until race
time. For more information regarding
the race, go to cranfordjaycees.com.

There will be food vendors in the
park offering zeppoles, pork and beef
barbecue, sausage and hot dogs, along
with ice cream and assorted drinks,
from 2 until 10 p.m.

Fireworks will begin at 9:05 p.m.
Limited parking will be available at
Union County College, however, resi-
dents are urged to walk if possible. The
rain date for fireworks only will be
Sunday, July 5.

Mountainside
The borough will present a fireworks

show at 9 p.m. at the fields behind Our
Lady of Lourdes and Deerfield Schools.
Admission is free and the Police Ath-
letic League (P.A.L.) will  serve free ice
cream for the kids. This community
event is sponsored by the Mountain-
side Borough Council, Mountainside
P.A.L. and Mountainside Volunteer Fire
Company.
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Scotch Plains Debuts
Upgraded Website

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch Plains’
official website has a new look along
with a host of new and updated infor-
mation and services for residents and
others. The new site — still at
scotchplainsnj.gov — debuted on Mon-
day, according to Township Manager
Al Mirabella.

Mr. Mirabella told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that the mayor and
township council had made it a priority
this year to upgrade communications
between the municipal government and
township residents. “All of us thought
an upgrade to the website was impor-
tant and necessary,” he said. He said the
revamped website is part of an “ongo-
ing communications-improvement
strategy” that also includes upgrading
the operations and appearance of Scotch
Plains Television as well as increased
use of social media.

The website features more color

photographs of places in Scotch Plains,
including the municipal building, play-
grounds, Ponderosa Park, Scotch Hills
Country Club and the summer con-
certs. Eight tabs along the top of the
home page lead visitors to information
about the township government, in-
cluding contact information for the
council members, the administrative
staff and each municipal department.
Other links direct visitors to the town-
ship code as well as pending ordi-
nances; the full texts of municipal bud-
gets; minutes of meetings of the coun-
cil, the planning board and the zoning
board; and current bids that are being
advertised.

Residents also can download appli-
cations for dog and marriage licenses,
use of Scotch Hills facilities and vari-
ous other facilities as well as requests
for public records. There additionally
is extensive information about the vari-
ous recreation programs for young and

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – An enroll-
ment report was heard last Thursday
evening at the start of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
meeting. Ross Haber of Haber and
Associates gave a report chronicling
the projected enrollment until the
school year 2019-2020.

According to Mr. Haber, the total
number of students projected for the
year 2019-2020 is 5,294, which is
175 less students than currently are in
the schools. Mr. Haber attributed this
small decline to the fact that, accord-
ing to planning board reports that he
obtained from both towns, “99 per-

cent of both communities are built
out.” He also noted that there was a
small decline in the birth rate over the
past couple of years.

Mr. Haber also reported that last
year there was a rise of more than 100
children from kindergarten to first
grade and an increase in enrollment
of six children from first to second
grade. This he attributed to people
wanting a full-day kindergarten pro-
gram for their children.

Mr. Haber concluded by noting that
the last demographic study had been
done in 2012.

A few weeks ago a thorough full-
day kindergarten feasibility study was
presented to the Scotch Plains-

Fanwood Board of Education.
District kindergarten teachers

Heather Terantino and Laura Smoot
gave a presentation at the school
board’s June 11 meeting regarding
the comparison of time allocations
spent between a full day of kindergar-
ten and a half day of kindergarten.

During this presentation, the two
teachers noted that if a full-day kin-
dergarten program was to be insti-
tuted, teachers would be able to inte-
grate more word study time, double
the time for mathematics, science and
social studies and allocate more cen-
ter based learning. The women also
indicated that there would be more
time for children to learn through
guided play, which was explained as
teacher-initiated but child-maintained
play.

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Hayes had then given a demo-
graphics report, noting that within the
last five years there was a big jump in
enrollment between kindergarten and
first grade, and adding that many par-
ents are finding full-day kindergarten
programs elsewhere and then enroll-
ing their children in the district in first
grade.

In other business, the board unani-
mously voted Thursday to have Pot-
ter Architects, LLC prepare plans and
specifications related to classroom
additions at Evergreen and McGinn
elementary schools in the amount of
$302,930. According to the resolu-
tion, Potter Architects also will sub-
mit plans and specifications to the
New Jersey State Department of Edu-
cation and the Scotch Plains Planning
Board. In addition, Potter Architects
will include façade elevations and
survey plans and civil engineering
plans and will have a representative
attend Scotch Plains Planning Board
meetings when needed. The fee also
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Photo courtesy of Keith Loughlin
FOR PRESIDENT...State Assembly Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-Westfield)
tells reporters regarding Governor Chris Christie’s Tuesday announcement that
he will run for President, that the Governor’s entry into the race is "great for
America and great for New Jersey," and the location of his announcement speech
a perfect touch. "If you were the president of the high school council, there's
nothing better than coming back to your hometown high school. There's no place
like home."

Photo courtesy of Brian Horton
PARTY TIME...Families stake out spots for the movie in Fanwood’s LaGrande Park last Wednesday night following the
eighth annual Party in the Park.

BISON COUNTRY...Dean Talcott and his wife, Linda, of Fanwood vacationed
last week at Jackson Lake, Wyoming. The Grand Teton Mountains are in the
background. They also were in Yellowstone National Park. In Yellowstone, there
was an area with so many bison that they felt it was a scene from Dances With
Wolves.
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EARTH DAY...Unity Bank's Ana Diaz presents awards of $50 to Taylor Klein,
left, a student at Park Middle School, and Emily Juckes, of Brunner Elementary
School, for their winning posters in Fanwood's Earth Day Poster contest. Unity
Bank was the sponsor of the contest.
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Westfield ‘Watcher’ Facts
Revealed; History of House Told

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The house at 657
Boulevard has been ripped from its
sanctity along one of Westfield’s most
beautiful neighborhoods and thrust
into international news thanks to “The
Watcher” and Derek and Maria
Broaddus’ lawsuit.

The Broaddus’ claim in the suit,
filed on June 2, 2015, is that after
purchasing the property for
$1,355,657 on June 2, 2014 they re-
ceived the first of three “Watcher”
letters on June 5, just three days after
the closing. The letter was dated June
4, which is, according to county
records, prior to the closing becom-

ing a public record. According to the
Union County Clerk’s office, it takes
two to three business days from the
time the deed is filed for the records
to become searchable. The Broaddus
deed was received by the Clerk’s
office on June 3, 2014 with the
($1,084,525) mortgage filed on June
6, 2014. Taxes on the property are
$20,887.64.

Multiple real estate agents con-
firmed that Coldwell Banker had the
original real estate listing, which was
not on the MLS (Multiple Listing
Service), and that the Broadduses
were the successful bidders in a bid-
ding war over the property. Roni
Boyles, the spokesperson for
Coldwell Banker, told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, “We don’t
comment on pending litigation.”

Represented by Lee Levitt, Esq. of
Parsippany, the Broadduses claim in
their lawsuit that John and Andrea
Woods, the sellers, received a letter
from “The Watcher” “on or about the
week of May 26, 2014” in which the
writer claimed “a right of possession
and/or ownership to the home.” The
Times was able to confirm that the
Westfield Police Department is not in
possession of any letters from “The
Watcher” prior to the three the
Broaddus family received.

The next two letters arrived on June

18, 2014 and July 18, 2014. Accord-
ing to the suit, “The Watcher” claims
that the house “has been the subject of
my family for decades” and “I have be
[sic] put in charge of watching and
waiting for its second coming.” The
later letters become more ominous as
“The Watcher” asks, “Who has the
bedrooms facing the street?...It will
help me to know who is in which
bedroom then I can plan better.” The
writer consistently refers to the
Broaddus children as “young blood.”

“The Watcher” also makes claims
to have requested that the Woodses
sell the home and “asked the Woods
to bring me young blood.”

The lawsuit names John and An-
drea Woods, Chicago Title Insurance
Co., A Absolute Escrow Settlement
Company, Inc., and The Watcher as
defendants. The Broadduses are seek-
ing a full refund of the $1.3 million
they paid for the home, along with
title to the house, renovation expense
reimbursement of “hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars,” attorney fees and
triple damages.

Neighbors who declined to be
named questioned the value of any
renovations made by the Broaddus
family, saying that it was mainly land-
scaping and interior painting. They
also questioned why they would make


