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Fourth of July Events,
Fireworks Schedules Told

Ribbon-Cutting Officially
Opens Garwood Sen. Housing

Thursday, July 2
Westfield

The Westfield Community Band,
under the direction of Thomas Connors,
continues its 103rd season with its an-
nual Independence Day Concert to-
night, July 2, at 7:30 p.m. in
Mindowaskin Park. The band will be
joined by members of the Westfield
Chapter of the Sons of the American
Revolution (SAR) and Daughters of
the American Revolution (DAR), who
will present a special program in tribute
to Independence Day. Also featured
will be appearances by Westfield’s own
“Towne Crier,” who will present the
“news of the day,” and an address by a
member of the Westfield Town Coun-
cil. The band’s music program will
feature selections which celebrate
America.

Chairs and blankets are recom-
mended. In the event of rain, the con-
cert will take place in the Westfield
Community Room, located in the
Westfield Municipal Building on East
Broad Street.

Friday, July 3
New Providence

The New Providence Independence
Day Celebration returns to the borough
at 7 p.m. on South Street from Gales
Drive to Springfield Avenue. DJ John
Souren of Club Souren will provide
entertainment from his perch on South
Street. There will be juggler Will Shaw,
“Chalk on South” (kids of all ages can
get a free “bucket” of chalk to create art
and messages on the street) and lots of
fun for the whole family. Fireworks
will begin at 9:30 p.m. Attendees should
bring lawn chairs or blankets to enjoy
the festivities. Should it rain, the Inde-
pendence Day Celebration will take
place on Sunday, July 5, at the same
place and time.

Saturday, July 4
Clark

Clark Township will hold its annual
Independence Day fireworks show at
around 9:30 p.m. at the Arthur L.
Johnson High School field. Music and
food vendors will be featured.

Cranford
A fireworks display will be the high-

light of Cranford’s Annual Fourth of
July Celebration. The day-long com-
munity festival will include canoe races,
a one-mile Fun Run and a four-mile
run, plus vendors in the park. This year
also will see the addition of amusement
rides, inflatable bouncers, a train ride,
plus games and novelty stands.

Festivities will begin at 8 a.m. with
canoe races scheduled at the Cranford
Canoe Club. Registration will be im-
mediately before the races at 7:30 a.m.

The Jaycees will conduct their An-
nual Firecracker Run beginning with a
one-mile Fun Run at 8:30 a.m. and a
four-miler at 9 a.m. at Nomahegan
Park. Registration is open until race
time. For more information regarding
the race, go to cranfordjaycees.com.

There will be food vendors in the
park offering zeppoles, pork and beef
barbecue, sausage and hot dogs, along
with ice cream and assorted drinks,
from 2 until 10 p.m.

Fireworks will begin at 9:05 p.m.
Limited parking will be available at
Union County College, however, resi-
dents are urged to walk if possible. The
rain date for fireworks only will be
Sunday, July 5.

Mountainside
The borough will present a fireworks

show at 9 p.m. at the fields behind Our
Lady of Lourdes and Deerfield Schools.
Admission is free and the Police Ath-
letic League (P.A.L.) will  serve free ice

Garwood BOE Okays 7.5-Percent Increase
In Three-Year Teachers’ Contract
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By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – With veterans from
World War II and the Korean War rais-
ing a flag, and music performed by a
string ensemble, the Village at Garwood
senior housing complex officially
opened June 25 with a crowd of about
100 present to witness the ceremonial
ribbon cutting.

The $20-million, three-story build-
ing on the north side of Second Avenue,
on the site of the old St. Anne’s School,
will begin welcoming its new tenants
in early July, said Westfield Senior
Citizens Housing Corporation Execu-
tive Director Karen Simon.

All 72 apartments, including one for
the resident superintendent, have been
assigned, with 235 more on the waiting
list for the federal government subsi-
dized housing.

Garwood Mayor Charles Lombardo
concluded the one-hour ceremony by
extending a formal welcome to the
residents of a building that has taken
about five years from concept to con-

struction; also alerting them to the time
and place of borough council meet-
ings.

The Reverend Richard Villanova,
pastor of St. Anne’s across the street,
gave the invocation. It marked the final
chapter of an odyssey for Father
Villanova, who took over at St. Anne’s
10 years ago and had been trying to
divest the parish of the property since
he arrived.

St. Anne’s had not used the school
since the mid-1980s, and it remained
dormant for more than a decade after
the special-needs Deron School va-
cated the building. The senior housing
complex was Father Villanova’s sec-
ond attempt to sell the property, which
also included an adjacent convent, af-
ter a condominium complex was re-
jected.

The festivities opened with the flag-
raising on the northeast corner con-
ducted by World War II veteran Vincent
Lombardo, 94, who landed at Omaha
Beach on D-Day, and Korean War vet-

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The board of educa-
tion has unanimously voted to adopt a
new three-year contract with the
Garwood teachers’ union, approving a
7.5-percent increase over the length of
the pact and ending a contentious, two-
year negotiation.

The salary increase, ratified at the
school board’s monthly meeting on
June 25, is 1.75 percent more than the
previous three-year contract, calls for a
2.5-percent increase per year and is
retroactive to July 2014, when the pre-
vious pact expired.

“We’re thrilled that it’s resolved,”

said union co-president Tamara Benc,
whose rank and file had previously
approved the contract. “It can be ex-
hausting. It is very time consuming.
We’ve invested a lot of hours in that
regard.”

The vote followed the settlement on
the issue of salary guides, with slight
variations in the 2.5 percent depending
on experience and education, both sides
said.

One non-salary change involved
health care. Non-tenured teachers are
offered benefits for themselves only,
not for spouses or dependents. Tenure
is regularly achieved after four years,
Superintendent Teresa Quigley said.

The deal was reached with the in-
volvement of a mediator — the third
consecutive cycle that negotiations have
required the intervention of a state-
appointed official.

The union declared an impasse last
fall and picketed outside the school
board’s March meeting at Lincoln
School on Second Avenue. During that
meeting, while Board Attorney John
Geppert declared significant headway
had been made, Ms. Benc called any
progress “negligible.”

By the April 21 meeting, Mr. Geppert
had announced a tentative deal had
been reached, but that salary guidelines

still were unresolved. They remained
unresolved at May’s meeting.

“It’s a slow process,” said Patti Elias,
Ms. Benc’s co-president.

Considering there will be one year
before the process begins again,
Garwood Board of Education Presi-
dent Christine Guerriero rolled her eyes
when asked if the repeated necessity of
state-mediated negotiations was be-
coming tiresome.

“These times are tough, and cer-
tainly boards want to be fiscally re-
sponsible,” said Ms. Guerriero, a mem-
ber of the statewide teachers union in
another municipality.

“And I think the teaching staff wants
to get what they consider a decent raise,
especially given the general environ-
ment in the state of New Jersey, where
teachers are denigrated and now by the
state required to pay more over the
course of years for their health benefits,
which means even if they get a zero-
percent increase they’re actually losing
money, because now you’re paying
more for your health benefits,” she
added.

“So I can certainly understand. It
wasn’t a good environment for both
sides to be negotiating. And I would
anticipate that when we go to negotiate

Photo courtesy of Keith Loughlin
FOR PRESIDENT...State Assembly Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-Westfield)
tells reporters regarding Governor Chris Christie’s Tuesday announcement that
he will run for President, that the Governor’s entry into the race is "great for
America and great for New Jersey," and the location of his announcement speech
a perfect touch. "If you were the president of the high school council, there's
nothing better than coming back to your hometown high school. There's no place
like home."

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
A PAIR OF PATRIOTS...Korean War veteran Steve Vorrius, right, and World
War II D-Day veteran Vincent Lombardo, second from right, raise the U.S. flag
during the ceremony that officially opened the Westfield Senior Housing center
in Garwood.

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
PROUDLY...Westfield Senior Housing Executive Director Karen Simon, second from left, assists Jane Barris, 88, center,
and Ida Shaw, 95, second from right, in cutting the ceremonial ribbon to officially open the Village at Garwood.

Westfield ‘Watcher’ Facts
Revealed; History of House Told

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The house at 657
Boulevard has been ripped from its
sanctity along one of Westfield’s most
beautiful neighborhoods and thrust
into international news thanks to “The
Watcher” and Derek and Maria
Broaddus’ lawsuit.

The Broaddus’ claim in the suit,
filed on June 2, 2015, is that after
purchasing the property for
$1,355,657 on June 2, 2014 they re-
ceived the first of three “Watcher”
letters on June 5, just three days after
the closing. The letter was dated June
4, which is, according to county
records, prior to the closing becom-
ing a public record. According to the
Union County Clerk’s office, it takes
two to three business days from the
time the deed is filed for the records
to become searchable. The Broaddus
deed was received by the Clerk’s
office on June 3, 2014 with the
($1,084,525) mortgage filed on June
6, 2014. Taxes on the property are
$20,887.64.

Multiple real estate agents con-
firmed that Coldwell Banker had the
original real estate listing, which was
not on the MLS (Multiple Listing
Service), and that the Broadduses
were the successful bidders in a bid-
ding war over the property. Roni
Boyles, the spokesperson for
Coldwell Banker, told The Westfield
Leader, “We don’t comment on pend-
ing litigation.”

Represented by Lee Levitt, Esq. of
Parsippany, the Broadduses claim in
their lawsuit that John and Andrea
Woods, the sellers, received a letter

from “The Watcher” “on or about the
week of May 26, 2014” in which the
writer claimed “a right of possession
and/or ownership to the home.” The
Leader was able to confirm that the
Westfield Police Department is not in
possession of any letters from “The
Watcher” prior to the three the
Broaddus family received.

The next two letters arrived on June
18, 2014 and July 18, 2014. Accord-
ing to the suit, “The Watcher” claims
that the house “has been the subject of
my family for decades” and “I have be
[sic] put in charge of watching and
waiting for its second coming.” The
later letters become more ominous as
“The Watcher” asks, “Who has the
bedrooms facing the street?...It will
help me to know who is in which
bedroom then I can plan better.” The
writer consistently refers to the
Broaddus children as “young blood.”

“The Watcher” also makes claims
to have requested that the Woodses
sell the home and “asked the Woods
to bring me young blood.”

The lawsuit names John and An-
drea Woods, Chicago Title Insurance
Co., A Absolute Escrow Settlement
Company, Inc., and The Watcher as
defendants. The Broadduses are seek-
ing a full refund of the $1.3 million
they paid for the home, along with
title to the house, renovation expense
reimbursement of “hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars,” attorney fees and
triple damages.

Neighbors who declined to be
named questioned the value of any
renovations made by the Broaddus
family, saying that it was mainly land-
scaping and interior painting. They

also questioned why they would make
any renovations if they did not intend
to move into the home. Permits were
filed with the Town of Westfield for
work on the house, but according to
officials that work was for a consid-
erably smaller value than claimed in
the suit. The same neighbors also are
concerned that neither the police nor
the Prosecutor’s Office came to ques-
tion them, and that given all the atten-
tion to the house and its lack of occu-
pancy, vandalism may now occur.

The Broaddus family did attempt
to resell the home, and claim in their
lawsuit that they were unable to com-
plete a deal once they disclosed the
letters. According to sources, the real
estate agents involved were not aware
of “The Watcher” or the letters until
they saw it in the news.

The Broadduses also claim in their
lawsuit that “The Watcher’s” letters
caused “genuine and substantial emo-
tional distress or mental harm” and that
they are “concerned for their children’s
safety of which real imminent risk of
harm to which they are exposed.” De-
spite their concerns for their children’s
safety, Maria Broaddus’ public
Facebook profile picture was of the
family, including their three children.
Since publication of that photo by The
Daily News and The Daily Mail, both
Maria and Derek’s Facebook profiles
have been removed.

While the Westfield police declined
to comment on the case, sources close
to the investigation did reveal that the
three letters in police possession are
hand-printed and postmarked from
Kearny, N.J. According to sources,
the Broadduses chose to not contact
the Westfield police regarding this
matter and instead took the letters
directly to the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office, where a DNA
test was run, revealing female DNA.
Sources add that the DNA did not
match Mrs. Broaddus.


