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participation with the National
Flood Insurance Program Com-
munity Rating System, which is
an incentive program to provide
floodplain management activi-
ties that exceed the minimum
NFIP requirements. As a result,
flood insurance premium rates
are discounted.

“Cranford has agreed to join
forces with Garwood to move
forward the Orchard Brook flood
project. It is important to have
communication because we are
accepting Garwood’s water. It is
building up because we don’t
have the proper piping and con-
struction in place…. That will im-
pact 150 to 160 homes in that
area,” Commissioner Robert
D’Ambola said in his commis-
sioner report.

Brian McCarthy of Lawn Ter-
race, a Democratic candidate for
township committee, asked the
committee if it has reconsidered
its decision to employ a part-
time engineer instead of a full-
time engineer.

“The engineer is doing an ex-
cellent job in getting all of the old
projects off the shelf…I don’t think
at this time we need to revisit it.
We are always evaluating every-
thing we do… At this point I am
very happy with the work that is
being done,” Commissioner
D’Ambola said.

“This is the first year…we were
able to come up with a
comprehensive…effort on the
paving. That is in large part with
the work of the engineer,” Com-
missioner Adubato said.

The committee offered its con-
dolences to the family of Don
Wallace, a former Boy Scout
Troop 80 supporter, who passed
away.

The committee passed, 4 to 1,
a resolution for hiring and pro-
motion policies within the fire
department.

“It gives the opportunity …to
know what is expected…a clear
message what is needed to be

hired,” Commissioner Mary
O’Connor said.

The briefing will be submitted
Monday for the Birchwood devel-
opment proposed by Cranford
Development Associates, Town-
ship Attorney Diane Dabulas said.

The Cranford Downtown Man-
agement Corporation had told
the committee it would like to
install fences along parking lots
in the downtown on North Union
Avenue and behind the stores
there. During the conference ses-
sion, the committee said it was
not in favor of the idea and would
prefer the budget be spent on
paver replacement and hedges
around the parking lots.

Local happenings also were men-
tioned. This weekend, St. Michael’s
Church will holds its annual Feast.

Journalist Hedges to Speak
At First Presbyterian Church
CRANFORD — The First Presby-

terian Church of Cranford will
hold its annual Peacemaking
Sunday October 5 with a special
sermon presented by award-win-
ning journalist Chris Hedges at
its 10 a.m. worship service. Af-
terward, the public is welcome to
participate in the church’s sec-
ond annual Mission Fair in Bates
Hall.

Mr. Hedges received his Mas-
ters from Harvard Divinity School
and acted as a foreign corre-
spondent for nearly two decades
for The New York Times, The
Dallas Morning News, The Chris-
tian Science Monitor and National
Public Radio (NPR). He has re-
ported from an array of coun-
tries, including from Latin
America, the Middle East, Africa
and the Balkans.

In 2002, Mr. Hedges was a
member of the team that re-
ceived the Pulitzer Prize for Ex-
planatory Reporting for The New
York Times for their coverage on
global terrorism, and he received
the 2002 Amnesty International
Global Award for Human Rights
Journalism.

Mr. Hedges also has written
multiple books as a cultural critic.
His works include “War Is a Force
that Gives Us Meaning,” “Ameri-
can Fascists: The Christian Right
and the War on America” and
“Empire of Illusion: The End of
Literacy and the Triumph of Spec-
tacle.” Currently, he writes an
online column for the website
Truthdig, which identifies itself
as “a progressive journal of news
and opinion.”

After the service, congregants
will be invited to Bates Hall be-
tween 11:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.
to learn more about the various
local and global mission works

with which the church helps. Rep-
resentatives from the Agape
Community Kitchen, Center for
Hope Hospice, Community
FoodBank of New Jersey and
Cranford Family Cares, plus many
other organizations, will be
present to explain their missions
and to share ways that the public
can help.

The First Presbyterian Church
of Cranford is located at 11
Springfield Avenue. To learn more
about the church, call the office
at (908) 276-8440 or visit
firstprescranford.org.

Cranford Gains D.C. Support For River Study
The Mayor’s Wellness Campaign
will be held Sunday, October 5,
from 3 to 7 p.m., at Memorial
Field. The Hanson Park Conser-
vancy Rubber Ducky Race is Sun-
day, October 19. The Cranford
Farmers’ Market will hold its final
market for the season today, Sep-
tember 25, from 2 to 7 p.m., in the
municipal parking lot at North
Union and Springfield Avenues.
The Cranford Jaycees will hold a
blood drive Saturday, September
27, at the Community Center from
10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. “There is a
blood shortage,” Mayor Kalnins
said.

This Saturday, the township’s
new rain garden will be planted
on the corner of the municipal
building at Springfield and North
Union Avenues.

Trinity Bake Sale Sunday
To Benefit El Salvador

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church, located at 119 For-
est Avenue in Cranford, will hold
a bake sale fundraiser this Sun-
day, September 28, beginning at
11 a.m. Proceeds will benefit
Foundation Cristosal, an inde-
pendent, faith-based, non-profit
organization that partners with
the people of El Salvador in their
struggle for peace, justice and
reconciliation.

“At Trinity we take Jesus’ words,
‘whatever you did for the least of
these, you did for me,’ to heart,
whether it’s here or across the
world,” said the Reverend Gina
Walsh-Minor, rector of Trinity
Episcopal Church.

El Salvador suffered a brutal,
12-year civil war which killed
more than 75,000 people, fol-
lowed by a series of natural di-
sasters that destroyed much of
the country’s infrastructure and
housing.

“Today, some two million Sal-

vadorans live in substandard
housing. We invite everyone to
come and support this important
effort,” Reverend Walsh-Minor
continued.

Foundation Cristosal was
founded in 2001 by the Anglican
Bishop of El Salvador and the
former dean of St. Paul’s Episco-
pal Cathedral in Syracuse, N.Y.
to bring together Salvadorans
and North Americans to work
toward creating positive social
change in El Salvador. For more
than 10 years, Foundation
Cristosal has developed partner-
ships with people and parish com-
munities of the Episcopal Church
in the United States and the An-
glican Church of Canada. The
result is a network of people
across North America who work
with Foundation Cristosal to sup-
port the people of El Salvador.
For more information about Foun-
dation Cristosal, visit
cristosal.org/.

Probitas Verus Honos

St. Anne’s Rosarians
To Hold Breakfast

GARWOOD — St. Anne’s Ro-
sary Altar Society of Garwood
will celebrate its 70th Annual
Communion Breakfast on Sun-
day, October 5, after the 8
a.m. Mass at St. Anne’s Church
in Garwood. Recitation of the
rosary will precede the Mass at
7:40 a.m. Breakfast will follow
the Mass at the Knights of
Columbus Hall, located at 37
South Avenue in Garwood.

Forty Year Life Members will
be introduced and honored at
the breakfast. Sister Marita
Funke, OSB, a Benedictine Sis-
ter of St. Walburga Monastery
in Elizabeth, will be the special
guest speaker. She is the di-
rector of the Benedictine Spiri-
tuality Center and is the
community’s novice director.
She will speak on “The Joy of
the Gospel.”

All Rosarians and all women
of the parish and friends are
invited to attend. Tickets to
the breakfast are $12 each.
For tickets or more informa-
tion, call Chairpersons Shirley
Swayze at (908) 789-2062 or
Jennie Browne at (908) 789-
0778.


