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fered to bring the idea to all eight
towns served by the Westfield
Regional Health Department.

Mr. Martin reported that the
police department had acquired
two additional pieces of military
surplus equipment through the
Law Enforcement Support Office
(LESO): a $13,000 trailer-
mounted water pump capable of
pumping 350 gallons a minute
and a 2.5-ton truck outfitted with
an office that can be used as a
mobile command post, valued at
over $100,000.

report from the Westfield Re-
gional Health Department on
what the residents are saying is
a rat infestation in the area.

“When my exterminator went
out on the (September) 8th…
He found two rat holes. I do not
believe these neighborhoods
are infested…They spent hours
searching 17 properties thor-
oughly and came across two
rat holes. I know there is a
thought there is an infestation.
I do not believe that to be true
at all,” Health Officer Megan
Avallone said.

There were f ive or s ix
homeowners in the area who
were told by the health depart-
ment to have their homes
baited for rats, Ms. Avallone
said.

Ms. Avallone is blaming the
snowy winter for making it a
bad year for rats, and “not one
problem.”

Residents have blamed an
abandoned home on Sailer
Street and a garbage dumpster
at a business adjacent to a
residence.

Alex Lopez, of 209 Scherrer
Street, said, “I picked up six or
seven dead rats so far. I re-
baited three times since Au-
gust 1. And they are coming
again for the fourth time….I am
restructuring the shed. I am
redoing the backyard. I ripped
everything out. The dog is no
longer allowed out back. I can
pick out five different houses in
my neighborhood with holes.
This is definitely an infestation
if I keep picking them up.”

“I had to get a year (extermi-
nator) plan because they said
it was out of control,” Mr. Lopez
said. He said he knows seven
or eight people who purchased
exterminator plans.

An owner of 225 Sailer, who
did not disclose his name, said
the abandoned home next to
him had water in the base-

ment. “I personally had to clean
up garbage. I found dog skulls
in the garbage,” he said.

“It is investigated. It is under
foreclosure. I have been in con-
tact with the bank. They are
trying to expedite the foreclo-
sure…. They told me to make
sure the property is inspected
and cleaned up. It is my under-
standing they have been out
there and they have maintained
the property… What we were
able to do was to get their
attention and to maintain the
property,” Township Attorney
Diane Dabulas said.

Mr. Lopez along with other
residents have complained
about the cost of securing a
contract with an exterminator,
saying it can cost $200 or more.

Commissioner Hannen sug-
gested the township consider a
cooperat ive exterminator
agreement, whereby the town-
ship secures an exterminator
that residents can use by pay-
ing into the agreement.
Garwood Counci lwoman

Todisco suggested they reach
out to all eight communities
that share the Westfield Re-
gional Health Department ser-
vices to secure a cooperative
agreement amongst all eight
communities.

A tree expert, who had con-
ducted one of the tree health
studies on the Pepperidge Tree
in Lincoln Park four years ago,
will investigate the Pepperidge
Tree again, gratis, Commis-
sioner O’Connor said. This will
be another opinion to the re-
port completed by Maser Con-
sulting, of which Township En-
gineer O’Brien is an employee.

Tina Helmstetter, a tree advi-
sory board member, said after
reviewing the recent report
from Maser Consulting, that she
found its investigation was
solely visual, and did not con-
duct a core and resistance test
or a hazardous tree report.

“We asked to have a second
opinion done because the tree
did not sustain damage from
Irene, Sandy, or the ice storm
of October (2011). It did not
lose signif icant branches,
branches bigger than the size
of my thumb,” Ms. Helmstetter
said.

NEW LOOK…In an effort to modernize the look and feel of the Cranford Police
Department, as well as strengthen ties to the community, Police Chief James
Wozniak announced changes to the agency’s marked vehicle fleet and the
uniforms worn by patrol officers.

Cranford Gains Support
From D.C. For River Study

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — “I came out of
this very positive. We have a lot
of support and we have a good
project with a good chance of
moving forward,” Mayor Andis
Kalnins said during the township
committee meeting Tuesday re-
garding the outcome of the May-
ors Council Rahway River Water-
shed Flood Control representa-
tives meeting with members of
Congress and the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers last Wednes-
day in Washington, D.C. Sena-
tors Robert Menendez and Cory
Booker and Congressmen
Leonard Lance and Donald Payne,
Jr. have said the completion of
the Army Corps’ feasibility study
of the Rahway River to reduce
flooding in the watershed is a top
priority for them and have writ-
ten letters to the Army Corps
expressing their support, Mayor

Kalnins said.
“We met with the Army

Corps…and that was more prag-
matic. They are engineers and
they are evaluating the project
against thousands of other
projects across the country. Our
project is positive. It is competi-
tive. And they will be considering
it. We need that legislative sup-
port to help us get on the list and
so we don’t get cut off,” Mayor
Kalnins said. He urged residents
to write to the Army Corps stat-
ing their support of the study.

“Cranford continues to take the
lead on this. I am optimistic we
will receive the final funding we
need to complete this study and
that is our hope,” Deputy Mayor
Lisa Adubato said.

The township passed a resolu-
tion to obtain services from Bohler
Engineering to provide services
in connection with the township’s
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Sparks Fly at Garwood Council
Earlier this summer, the police

department acquired two diesel-
powered Humvees. Like the pump
and truck, those were free of
charge and intended for emer-
gency situations such as floods
and snowstorms.

Moreover, Mr. Martin said that
as part of a state-mandated Uni-
form Crime Reporting seminar, it
was learned that the borough
experienced a 3.7-percent de-
crease in overall crime statistics
for the first six months of this
year.

Garwood Council Seeks Answers from Cranford

Probitas Verus Honos


