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Sparks Fly at Garwood Council
Over Athletic Field Complex

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The long-delayed
Athletic Field Complex (AFC)
could be completed in six weeks,
Borough Engineer Don Guarriello
told the borough council on Tues-
day, but Councilman Jim Mathieu
wondered if the unfinished facil-
ity could be a liability issue with
some children already playing on
the grassy areas.

“We’re starting to see the light
at the end of the tunnel,” Mr.
Guarriello said during Tuesday’s
workshop session. “I would think
we’re looking at 30 to 45 days.
But don’t hold me to that, be-
cause I don’t know if something
else is going to pop up.”

Councilman Lou Petruzzelli, the
project’s liaison to the council,
said the contractor for the $3.2-
million project, Flanagan Con-
struction, has not given a tenta-
tive date for completion, adding
that the final “punch list” of mi-
nor items has not been com-
piled.

The AFC originally was sched-
uled to be finished by May 2013,
and several issues still remain.

Although many of the outdoor
areas, such as the Little League
baseball field and basketball
court, are built, ponding on both
remain. The one main unfinished
area is the clubhouse, where
Flanagan was awaiting the ar-
rival of two doors – one exterior
and one interior.

The interior door frame has
been installed, but not the door.
That was delayed by the arrival
of an exterior door, which should
be delivered within five to seven
days, Mr. Petruzzelli said.

Regardless, Mr. Mathieu said
he was alerted by residents that
children already were playing on
the complex’s fields, and asked if
the borough had taken the nec-

essary measures to secure the
site. He worried that the facility
had become an “attractive nui-
sance” where the borough could
be liable if someone unlawfully
using it was injured.

Mr. Petruzzelli and Mr.
Guarriello said the complex has
fencing, locked gates and signage
warning that the area is a con-
struction zone, and Borough At-
torney Bob Renaud added that
the measures seemed adequate
other than “higher fencing.”

The issue sparked a terse ex-
change between Mr. Mathieu and
Councilman Mike Martin, who
asked his fellow Republican for a
recommendation.

“So if we dig a moat, maybe
that would help? Where are you
going with this?” Mr. Martin
asked. “Give us an idea, give us
a suggestion.”

Mr. Mathieu responded by say-
ing he was seeking a suggestion
and apologized for taking up Mr.
Martin’s time.

“You have a hard time showing
up on time as it is,” Mr. Mathieu
said, referring to Mr. Martin’s
arrival as Mayor Pat Quattrocchi
was gaveling the biweekly meet-
ing to order.

While Mrs. Quattrocchi gaveled
the session back to order, calling
Mr. Mathieu “out of line,” Chest-
nut Court resident Tom Petis con-
tradicted the impression left by
Mr. Petruzzelli and Mr. Guarriello,
saying a week ago Sunday he
walked to the complex and was
able to walk onto the property
from Rankin Avenue along the
Cranford border with no restric-
tion.

“I walked around by the bas-
ketball courts and that whole
street that borders Cranford,
there is no fence,” he said. “There
is no sign. I walked right into the
property, walked around the

trails, saw the liquor bottles on
the trails, which upset me, sat on
the bleachers, watched the girls
playing near the building.”

In other matters, Mrs.
Quattrocchi said the borough had
deactivated its Facebook page
after it was used to send an
invitation to some to a political
fund-raising event.

Although Mayor Quattrocchi did
not specify, the fund-raising
event was for “A Day At The
Races” at Monmouth Park this
Saturday, September 27, for the
Garwood Democratic Party.

Reading from a short state-
ment, the mayor said she had
spoken to the borough clerk,
Christina Ariemma, “who oper-
ates the Facebook page,” and
Mr. Renaud.

Mr. Renaud, she said, has rec-
ommended the borough not have
a Facebook page since the coun-
cil has not adopted a policy re-
garding its operation and be-
cause it can be used to post
inappropriate content.

Further, she said, the matter
“apparently” was referred to the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office
and the Board of Elections.

“If they undertake an investi-
gation, the borough of course
will fully cooperate,” Mayor
Quattrocchi said, without elabo-
rating on if any internal action
was pending.

The council also heard from
Councilwoman Sara Todisco, who
reported that Cranford appar-
ently was experiencing a more
severe rat problem than
Garwood. One member of
Cranford’s health department
suggested a service agreement
with an exterminator arranged
by the borough so residents could
pay a reduced fee to eradicate
the rodents, and Ms. Todisco of-

GW Council Seeks Answers
From Cranford on Brook

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Garwood Bor-
ough Council members Bill
Nierstedt and Sara Todisco asked
the township committee Monday
night at the workshop meeting
about the flood control program
for the Orchard Brook. The Or-
chard Brook is connected to the
Garwood Brook, which has
flooded residential neighbor-
hoods in Garwood.

“Is there anything we can do to
assist you with that project?” Mr.
Nierstedt asked.

“We are going to ask the DEP
(Department of Environmental
Protection) to extend the permit.
That is one of the hot button
issues for this administration,”
Township Engineer Carol O’Brien
said. The permits for easements
along the Orchard Brook were
secured about 10 years ago.

“The easements currently in
place may not be enough to do
the work,” Ms. O’Brien said.

Commissioner Tom Hannen, Jr.
asked what steps Garwood has
taken to reduce stormwater run-
off and flooding in its municipal-
ity.

“We have increased the water
capacity of the entire Garwood
Brook by over 100 fold,” Mr.
Nierstedt said. “The percentage
of impervious coverage that is
allowed on sites, we have actu-
ally reduced it.”

He said he could “encourage”
the planning board to follow
Cranford’s footsteps in
stormwater management.

Commissioner Mary O’Connor
asked if Garwood would consider
adopting the stormwater man-
agement ordinance the Mayors
Council Rahway River Watershed
Flood Control has drafted and
Cranford has adopted.

“Absolutely,” Mr. Nierstedt said.
Residents from Sailer and

Scherrer Streets packed the
meeting room to hear the health

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
MUSIC FEST … The band “Split Tree” performs during the Centennial Village
Music Fest held at Lincoln Avenue School in Cranford on Saturday afternoon.
The event was a fundraiser for Centennial Village Group, which works to
beautify and revitalize Cranford's Centennial Avenue business district.
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