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SCHETELICH RUSHES FOR 2 TDs, HITS CHRISTIANO FOR TDs OF 30 YARDS AND 66 YARDS

Cougar Footballers Run Over Somerville Pioneers, 48-14
By ALEX LOWE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior quarterback Jack
Schetelich passed for two touch-
downs and ran for two others as
the Cranford High School foot-
ball team demolished Somerville,
48-14, on September 19 at
Brooks Field in Somerville. Se-
nior Luke Christiano hauled in
both of Schetelich’s scoring
strikes from 30 and 66 yards
respectively. The Cougars built a
35-0 halftime lead on the way to
improving their season record to
2-0.

“We’re off to a good start,” said
Cranford Head Coach Eric
Rosenmeier. “But one warm day
does not a summer make.”

That may be true, but the heat
being provided by the Cougar
offense was enough to make the
host Pioneers wilt quickly.
Cranford scored on their first
possession of the game with
Schetelich running it in from
seven yards out early in the first
quarter.

“The play was an 8 Jet read and
the defensive end for Somerville
came up and bit hard on the
handoff,” said Schetelich. “So I
pulled it out went around the end
with the ball and just outran
pursuit to the cone.”

It would be a recurring theme
for the game. Somerville’s shaky
defense had no answer for
Schetelich and the read option
fakes he employed. Schetelich,
making just his second career
start, finished the game with 142
yards rushing, much of it coming
in big chunks through the middle
of the Pioneer defense.

“Somerville has some really
good athletes on their defense,”
said Schetelich. “But we knew
they were playing a lot of younger
guys. They may have been out of

position in certain situations.”
Schetelich engineered another

Cranford scoring drive later in
the opening quarter. This one
began at the Cougar nine yard
line with 3:26 remaining in the
first quarter. Schetelich had two
runs on the drive of 22 yards
each before hitting Christiano
down the left sideline behind the
defense for a 30-yard touchdown
strike.

“We practiced that play all week,
because we knew Somerville liked
to play a lot of single high safety
sets,” said Schetelich.
“Both of our running backs
ran ‘verts’ and it was just
a matter of looking off
the safety and coming
back to Luke’s side of the
field.”

On their next series, the
Cougars were set up in
great field position after
recovering a Somerville
fumble at the Pioneer 39
yard line. It took just
seven plays before
Schetelich ran in for an-
other score from 13 yards
out to make it 21-0 with
9:51 remaining before
the halftime break. The
rout was on.

Minutes later, after forc-
ing a Somerville punt,
Cranford took possession
at its own 21 yard line.
On the second play of the
drive, Schetelich dropped
off a screen pass to
Christiano in the left flat.
The shifty senior followed
his blocks then cut back
all the way across the
field and outran the de-
fense for a 66 yard touch-
down.

“I got some really good
blocks out front from our

offensive linemen on that play,”
said Christiano. “Our wide re-
ceivers, Dante Anderson, Eric
Donahue and Joe Norton also
made key blocks down field. I
just followed them all the way
into the end zone.”

Donavin Walker’s nine yard run
untouched into the end zone with
4:02 to play in the half extended
the lead to 35-0.

In the second half of a blowout,
things can get sloppy and they
did for both sides. The Cranford
defense gave up a couple of

touchdowns passes and lost its
composure in a few instances.
One Pioneer drive was aided by
four penalties for 45 yards from
the Cranford defense. A couple
of them were for unsportsman-
like conduct.

Cougar Dan DeLayo scored on
a 11-yard touchdown run make
it 42-6, and back-up sophomore
quarterback Brian Oblachinski
ran in a score from 18 yards out
to provide the final margin of
victory with just over 10 minutes
remaining in the game. The score

was set up by a Sean Leonard
interception.

Luke Christiano finished with
two receptions for 96 yards, both
which were touchdowns. The
Cougars racked up 370 yards of
total offense, 250 which came on
the ground, and amassed 18 first
downs.

So how good are the Cougars?
After two big wins Cranford looks
pretty strong. But the competi-
tion of Friday night may have
played a role to some degree.
The Pioneers were a team that
had gotten bombed at home a
week earlier, 53-21 by Delaware
Valley. Somerville’s defense was
atrocious, with many Cranford
touchdown runners entering the
end zone untouched. The Pio-
neers also committed 10 penal-
ties for 95 yards on the night.

“There are things we definitely
have to work on,” said
Rosenmeier. “Our offensive line
did not always block well on plays
and we let our emotions get the
best of us in the second half with
some dumb penalties. We need
to clean that stuff up.”

The Cougars will travel to
Roselle to face the Rams this
Saturday, September 27, 1 p.m.
Cranford 14 21   7   6 48
Somerville   0   0 12   0 12

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUGAR ATHLETES OF THE WEEK...Going into the Union County Tournament,
senior tennis player Marissa Dankosky had a personal record of 4-1 and placed seventh
overall in the county for second singles. Junior Jack Schetelich completed six passes for
125 yards and two touchdowns and carried 19 times for 211 yards and two touchdowns
in Cranford’s, 48-12, win over Somerville.
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