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Greece-Rome Inspiration In
Revolution to Be Lunch Topic
WESTFIELD — The Inspiration

of the Revolutionary Americans by
Classical Greece and Rome will be
the topic of Dr. Christopher M.
Bellitto, chairman of the Kean Uni-
versity History Department, at the
First Wednesday Luncheon of the
Westfield Historical Society. It will
take place beginning at noon on Oc-
tober 1 at the Echo Lake Country
Club, located at 515 Springfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

Professor Bellitto has explored the
Liberty Hall archives and early Ameri-
can newspapers to discover how John
Kean, first cashier of the U.S. Bank,
and William Livingston, New Jersey’s
first Governor, turned to classical
Greece and Rome for inspiration at
the time of the American Revolution.
His research reveals how revolution-
ary Americans charting a new nation’s
future wrapped themselves in the
mantle of a civic virtue derived from
these civilizations.

Professor Bellitto is a frequent pub-
lic speaker and media commentator
on church history and contemporary
Catholicism. He has been quoted in
such publications as The New York
Times and The Washington Post and
he has appeared on the History Chan-
nel, CNN, MSNBC, PBS News Hour
and NPR, as well as other local radio
and television stations. Professor
Bellitto also is a member of the Speak-
ers’ Bureau of the New Jersey Coun-
cil for the Humanities. His teaching
ranges from the foundation of Greco-
Roman society to the Dark Ages of
Europe and from the beginnings of

the Catholic Church to the election of
the current Pope Francis.

All those wishing to attend the
luncheon are asked to make a reser-
vation by calling (908) 233-2930 by
noon on Monday, September 29. The
cost of the luncheon is $30 for
Westfield Historical Society mem-
bers and $35 for non-members.

College Club Selling
Community Calendar
FANWOOD — The Community

Calendar, compiled and published
by the College Club of Fanwood-
Scotch Plains for the last 51 years,
currently is available for purchase.
The cost of $10 per calendar is a
major source of funds for the college
scholarships that are awarded every
year by the club to girls who reside in
either Fanwood or Scotch Plains. The
club has awarded more than $500,000
in such scholarships over the years.

Calendars can be purchased at the
following establishments: Fanwood
Memorial Library, Scotch Plains Pub-
lic Library, Scotch Plains Recreation
Office, Norman’s Hallmark Store,
Young’s Paint & Varnish, Apple Blos-
som Flower Shop, Scotch Hills Phar-
macy, Double Dipper and Di
Francesco Realty.

Sierra Club to See Film
About ‘Silent Spring’
AREA — The Sierra Club

Loantaka Group will present Susan
Schirmer of the Sierra Club South
Highlands Group at its meeting on
Wednesday, October 8. Ms. Schirmer
will show a film from the PBS series
“American Experience,” discussing
the groundbreaking work of Rachel
Carson’s book “Silent Spring.”

Rachel Carson became a fearless
champion for the environment. She
was a biologist for the federal govern-
ment when she first noted the effects
of the unregulated use of pesticides
and herbicides, especially DDT. When
she published “Silent Spring” in 1963,
she was viciously attacked and called
“an ignorant and hysterical woman.”
But her warning sparked a revolution
in ecological consciousness.

The meeting will take place from
7:30 to 9 p.m. at The Library of the
Chathams, located at 214 Main Street
in Chatham. It will be free and open
to the public. For more information,
call (908) 233-2414, visit
newjersey.sierraclub.org/loantaka or
e-mail loantakasc@gmail.com.

READING ROCKS!...Girl Scouts Ciara McParland, left, and Katie McQuaid
are pictured with young children at the Al and Jean’s Learning Center in
Plainfield. The kids received bags full of books to take home and keep reading.

Girl Scouts Promote Reading
As Silver Award Project

FANWOOD/SCOTCH PLAINS
— Katie McQuaid of Fanwood and
Ciara McParland of Scotch Plains,
both members of Girl Scout Troop
No. 40205, recently completed their
Girl Scout Silver Award by design-
ing and implementing a program
entitled “Reading Rocks!”

As avid readers, the girls recog-
nize how much the ability to read
can affect a child’s life, and chose
for their project a program to spread
a love for reading and literacy.

After several months of collecting
books and toys, the two high-school
freshmen reached out to the com-
munities of children who would ben-
efit from these donations. The girls
spent a week at Al and Jean’s Learn-
ing Center in Plainfield, reading to
students there in preschool through
fourth grade, and created an age-
appropriate library for each class-
room. They concluded the week with
a puppet show, “The Three Little
Pigs,” to show the children how much
fun reading can be at any age.

On the last day, the girls sent all 52
children home with their own book
bag filled with several books along

with instructions on how to obtain a
library card, the information and ad-
dresses of several local libraries and
a list of the myriad reasons why
children should read and be read to.
In all, the girls collected about 4,000
books and toys over the course of
the summer.

Additionally, the girls donated
books and one-on-one reading time
to the St. John’s Soup Kitchen in
Newark, the Interfaith Hospitality
Network of Central New Jersey, Gen-
esis Healthcare-Westfield Center and
the Charter School in Plainfield.

To have a lasting impact on the
community, Ciara and Katie both plan
to continue visiting and reading to
their new friends at Al and Jean’s and
recruit other people to do the same.

Ciara is a freshman at Union Catho-
lic High School and Katie is a fresh-
man at The Academy for Allied Health
Sciences, Union County Vocational-
Technical Schools, both in Scotch
Plains. Both girls have been Girl Scouts
since becoming Daisies in kindergar-
ten. Ciara is the daughter of Jim and
Marelly McParland. Katie is the
daughter of Peter and Laura McQuaid.

Trinity Bake Sale Sunday
To Benefit El Salvador

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church, located at 119 Forest
Avenue in Cranford, will hold a bake
sale fundraiser this Sunday, Septem-
ber 28, beginning at 11 a.m. Proceeds
will benefit Foundation Cristosal, an
independent, faith-based, non-profit
organization that partners with the
people of El Salvador in their struggle
for peace, justice and reconciliation.

“At Trinity we take Jesus’ words,
‘whatever you did for the least of
these, you did for me,’ to heart, whether
it’s here or across the world,” said the
Reverend Gina Walsh-Minor, rector
of Trinity Episcopal Church.

El Salvador suffered a brutal, 12-
year civil war which killed more than
75,000 people, followed by a series
of natural disasters that destroyed
much of the country’s infrastructure
and housing.

“Today, some two million Salva-

dorans live in substandard housing.
We invite everyone to come and sup-
port this important effort,” Reverend
Walsh-Minor continued.

Foundation Cristosal was founded
in 2001 by the Anglican Bishop of El
Salvador and the former dean of St.
Paul’s Episcopal Cathedral in Syra-
cuse, N.Y. to bring together Salva-
dorans and North Americans to work
toward creating positive social change
in El Salvador. For more than 10
years, Foundation Cristosal has de-
veloped partnerships with people and
parish communities of the Episcopal
Church in the United States and the
Anglican Church of Canada. The re-
sult is a network of people across
North America who work with Foun-
dation Cristosal to support the people
of El Salvador. For more information
about Foundation Cristosal, visit
cristosal.org/.

Westfield Library Invites
Public to ‘Blazin’ Blondes’

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will present
“Blazin’ Blondes,” a tribute to
Marlene Dietrich, Mae West and
Sophie Tucker, on Wednesday, Oc-
tober 1, at 7 p.m. The library is
located at 550 East Broad Street.

Presented by Maggie Worsdale,
this show will highlight the lives
and careers of these famous
women, and how they blazed their
trails. Ms. Worsdale will sing their
most famous songs, including
“Frankie and Johnny,” “Lil i
Marlene,” “My Yiddish Mama,”
“Some of These Days” and, of
course, “Falling in Love Again.”

An international artist, Ms.
Worsdale has performed at many of
the major concert halls, cabarets
and jazz venues around the country
and in Europe. She has released
four studio albums and has appeared
as a guest artist on three others.
Jazz, Broadway, standards and nov-
elty songs are all part of her reper-
toire. In 2009 and 2010 Ms.
Worsdale was selected as one of the
10 Best Jazz Singers in the New

York/New Jersey area and was fea-
tured in the annual Sinatra Birth-
day Bash Celebration at the Count
Basie Theatre in Red Bank.

This show will be free and open
to Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to libraries that
are part of the Middlesex Union
Reciprocal Agreement Libraries.
To see if a library participates, call
the Westfield Memorial Library at
(908) 789-4090. To register for the
program, visit the library’s website
at wmlnj.org and click on the
Online Calendar, or call (908) 789-
4090, extension 0.

Library hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9
p.m., Monday through Thursday;
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday and
Saturday, and 1 to 5 p.m. on Sun-
day. For more information about
library programs and services, call
(908) 789-4090, visit wmlnj.org
and sign up for the monthly e-
newsletter, “Library Loop,” or stop
by the library for a copy of its
award-winning, quarterly newslet-
ter, “Take Note.”

Westfield Area Y Job Fair
On Tap September 29

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area Y will host a job fair on Monday,
September 29, from noon to 2 p.m.
and again from 6 to 8 p.m., at the Main
Y Facility, located at 220 Clark Street
in Westfield. The Westfield Area Y
offers job opportunities throughout
the year beginning at age 16.

Participants will be able to meet
with a Human Resources representa-
tive and directors to learn about op-
portunities in Child Care (Early
Learning and School Age Comple-
ment), Teens, Birthday Parties, Spe-
cial Needs Programming, Sports,
Strength Training, Adult Physical,
Active Older Adults, Aquatics, Com-
petitive Aquatics, Facilities-House-
keeping and Member Services.

Opportunities are available in
Westfield, Mountainside and
Garwood. Staff from various depart-
ments will be available to answer spe-
cific questions during job fair hours.

The Westfield Area Y offers flex-

ible hours and career advancement
opportunities. Part-time employees
who qualify also may be eligible to
receive a complimentary Y member-
ship, child-care discounts, access to a
credit union, New Jersey Manufac-
turers Insurance and a retirement plan.
The Y is an Equal Employment Op-
portunity (EEO) employer.

Light refreshments will be served.
Those interested in opportunities with
the Y but who cannot attend the job
fair are invited to contact Shareema
Granville at (908) 223-8820, exten-
sion no. 5030, for a list of opportuni-
ties or to visit westfieldynj.org.

CSH Seminar to Address
Special-Needs Education

MOUNTAINSIDE — Children’s
Specialized Hospital (CSH) will
host a free seminar for parents or
caregivers of children with special
needs who have faced challenges
navigating the state’s educational
system. Led by the hospital’s Fam-
ily Advisory Council, the seminar
will be held on Friday, October 17,
from 10 a.m. to noon, at CSH’s
Mountainside location at 150 New
Providence Road.

Attendees will hear a parent’s
perspective and lessons learned
about the best ways to advocate for
their child; learn the parent’s role
in the child study team; differenti-
ate between the 504 versus IEP,
and the benefits of in-district or
out-of-district education programs.

Participants are welcome to bring
questions to discuss on any topics
related to navigating the education
system for children with special
needs. Light refreshments will be
available. Daycare services will not
be offered.

The Children’s Specialized Hos-
pital Family Advisory Council col-
laborates with the hospital’s lead-

ership and staff to empower fami-
lies to provide input for organiza-
tional policies and practices. The
Council supports the organization’s
mission and promotes patient-and-
family centered care by putting the
child and family at the center of all
activities. For more information,
visit childrens-specialized.org/For-
Patients-Families/.

CSH, the largest pediatric reha-
bilitation hospital in the country,
treats children affected by brain
injury, spinal cord injury, prema-
ture birth, autism, developmental
delays and life-changing illnesses
at 12 sites throughout New Jersey.
Services include outpatient thera-
pies, physician specialty services,
acute rehabilitation, medical day
care and long-term care through
its sites in Bayonne, Clifton, Egg
Harbor Township, Mountainside,
Toms River, Fanwood, Hamilton,
New Brunswick, Newark and
Roselle Park, as well as outreach
programs in many communities.

SAGE to Offer Free Program
On Preparing For Senior Care

Robert Schaeffer

SUMMIT — SAGE Eldercare will
host a free program for the public on
“Preparing for Senior Care” on
Wednesday, October 8, from 7 to
8:30 p.m. Led by Robert
Schaeffer of Financial
Assist Inc., the program
will be held at 290 Broad
Street in Summit. Col-
leagues Joe Pirrello and
Darren Seise will join in
the roundtable discussion.

“We are looking for-
ward to Mr. Schaeffer’s
presentation,” noted
Stephanie Kresch, direc-
tor of community pro-
grams for SAGE. “The
program will focus on VA
benefits, Medicaid appli-
cations and financial planning for
older adults.”

The discussion portion will give
attendees the opportunity to ask ques-
tions as to whether or not they are
eligible for Veterans Administration
benefits, what documents are needed
to apply for Medicaid and the penalty
period for registering, as well as ben-

eficiary designations for retirement
accounts.

Financial Assist Inc. is a personal
financial affairs specialist company.

Mr. Schaeffer, who re-
ceived his Bachelor of
Arts degree from the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts
at Amherst, has more
than 25 years of experi-
ence in various business
development roles within
the financial services in-
vestment industry, with
an emphasis on alterna-
tive investments and
structured credits.

For the past 60 years,
SAGE Eldercare has pro-
vided information, sup-

port and services to older adults, their
families and caregivers throughout
Union, Essex, Morris and Somerset
Counties. For more information on
the organization, call (908) 273-5550
or visit sageeldercare.org.

To respond for “Preparing for Se-
nior Care,” call (908) 598-5548 or e-
mail education@sageeldercare.org.

www.goleader.com

Church Invites Singers
To Perform Messiah

FANWOOD — The Music Minis-
try of the Fanwood Presbyterian
Church will present the Christmas
portion of Handel’s Messiah on Sun-
day, December 7. A full professional
orchestra, professional opera solo-
ists and a large chorus led by Music
Director Tom Berdos will perform.
Tickets are $20 each and will go on
sale in October. This annual concert
is generally sold out before the per-
formance date.

Singers are welcome to join the
chorus. Rehearsals are held in the chan-
cel of the Fanwood Presbyterian
Church, located at 74 South Martine
Avenue in Fanwood. They will begin
on Wednesday, October 1, and run
weekly through December 3, except
for November 26. Rehearsals will be-
gin promptly at 7:30 p.m. and last one
hour. Each singer must use the Novello
score for Messiah. Copies will be avail-
able at the church for $10.

Anyone interested in singing is asked
to contact Mr. Berdos by e-mail at
tom.berdos@gmail.com or to call the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church office
at (908) 889-8891, extension no. 17.

All Stars vs. Wizards
To Benefit UNICO

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Chapter of UNICO
will present a benefit basketball game
between The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
All Stars and The Harlem Wizards on
Thursday, October 2, beginning at
6:45 p.m., at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School. Doors will open at 6
p.m. The high school is located at 641
Westfield Road in Scotch Plains.

Coach Father John Paladino will
lead the All Stars. Among the All
Stars coaches and players will be
Scotch Plains Police Chief Brian
Mahoney, Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr, Scotch Plains Council repre-
sentatives Colleen Gialanella and
Llewellyn Jones, and Union County
Freeholder Alexander Mirabella.

This fund-raising event will sup-
port the charitable efforts of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Chapter of UNICO.
Tickets are $30 for courtside seats;
$17 for adults and $15 for students.

Tickets may be purchased at
BeCraftful, 250 South Avenue, No.
101, Fanwood; online at
harlemwizards.com; by e-mail at
gialanellafamily@gmail.com or by
calling (732) 259-9756.

Westfield
Friday, September 12, Sonovia

Alston, 28, of Newark was arrested
on an outstanding Westfield warrant.
Alston was unable to post bail and
was transported to the Union County
jail awaiting a court date.

Monday, September 15, Cristina
Pulizzano, 25, of Westfield was ar-
rested and charged with theft after an
investigation. She was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
released.

Monday, September 15, a resident
of the 100 block of Washington Street
reported criminal mischief by a
former tenant who caused $10,000 in
damage.

Tuesday, September 16, Gary
Zanfagna, 48, of Westfield was ar-
rested on the strength of a criminal
warrant out of Manasquan Munici-
pal Court pursuant to an investiga-
tion on the 200 block of East Dudley
Avenue. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released
after posting bail.

Tuesday, September 16, a Westfield
resident reported the theft of his 10-
speed bicycle, valued at $300, from
the north side train station. Accord-
ing to police, the lock securing the
bicycle, valued at $30, also was de-
stroyed.

Wednesday, September 17, police
received a report that someone had
entered a residence on the 100 block
of Park Street and rummaged
through the owner’s belongings.
According to police, there were no
signs of forced entry.

Wednesday, September 17, a resi-
dence on the 500 block of Downer
Street was reported burglarized after
someone gained entry by prying open
a door and removed $5,000 in jewelry.

Thursday, September 18, a patron
of a business on the 500 block of
Springfield Avenue reported that
someone stole a gold necklace, val-
ued at $600, while she was having a
service performed.

Thursday, September 18, Darell
Linton, 24, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested on warrants out of Scotch Plains,
in the amount of $300, and Fanwood,
in the amount of $138, after a motor
vehicle stop. He was processed and
released after posting bail.

Scotch Plains
Monday, September 15, the man-

ager of a Route 22 business reported
that someone had removed several
thousand dollars in computers off of
a desk while the business was open.

Tuesday, September 16, a resident
of Park Avenue reported that, within
several days prior, someone had en-
tered his unlocked motor vehicle and
removed an iPhone, valued at ap-
proximately $300.

Tuesday, September 16, a resident
of Willow Avenue reported that some-
one had made approximately $500 in
purchases on his credit card without
his authorization.

Thursday, September 18, Jahan
Harrison, 25, of Irvington was ar-
rested on charges of second degree
robbery and third degree aggravated
assault after the Scotch Plains Police
Department responded to Forepaugh
Avenue on a report of a robbery that
occurred inside a residence at ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m.

Upon arrival, police found a fe-
male victim who stated she was re-
peatedly punched and choked by a
suspect who then entered her pocket-
book and removed an undetermined
amount of cash before fleeing the
scene, authorities said. She was able
to provide a description and a re-
sponding officer observed an indi-
vidual matching the description close
to the scene of the crime.

Harrison was transported to police
headquarters, processed and held on
$150,000 bail. He is being held in the
Union County jail pending his first
appearance, which is set in Union
County Superior Court in Elizabeth.

The victim was treated for mul-
tiple bruises and cuts to her head and
face, according to Scotch Plains Po-
lice Chief Brian Mahoney. The in-
vestigation is still ongoing. At this
time, the incident appears to be iso-
lated.

Thursday, September 18, a resi-
dent of Montague Avenue reported
that sometime during the day some-
one had entered her residence and
removed an undetermined amount of
cash. According to police, entry was
gained through an unlocked side door.

Sunday, September 21, Lynn
Harden, 45, of Greenbelt, Md. was
arrested and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI) following a
motor vehicle stop on Park Avenue.
After Harden failed multiple field
sobriety tests at the scene, she was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Sunday, September 21, a resident
of Wood Road reported that some-
time overnight someone damaged the
side-view mirror on her car.

Sunday, September 21, a resident
of Aberdeen Road reported that some-
one had filed a fraudulent income tax
return in her name.

Sunday, September 21, a resident
of Forest Road reported that some-
time several days prior someone had
entered his unlocked motor vehicle
and removed an undetermined
amount of cash.

Sunday, September 21, Andrew
Brown, 26, of Maplewood was ar-
rested after a motor vehicle stop on

Front Street on an outstanding $750
warrant issued by the Scotch Plains
Court. He was arrested, transported
to police headquarters, processed and
released.

Fanwood
Monday, September 15, a resident

of the 20 block of St. John’s Place
reported a camera, valued at $1,000,
was stolen from her motor vehicle.
According to police, it is unknown if
the vehicle was unlocked or locked at
the time.

Saturday, September 20, a resident
of the 90 block of Madison Avenue
reported his locked motor vehicle
was entered by an unknown person
who gained access through a side
window. According to police, the
vehicle was ransacked but at this time
nothing has been discovered miss-
ing.

Saturday, September 20, between
8:35 and 10:20 a.m. the owners of
two residences on the 20 block of
Shady Lane reported someone had
removed two signs, valued at $12
each, that were in front of their homes.

Saturday, September 20, Alexis
Jackson, 22, of Plainfield was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop
at East 7th Street and Terrill Road on
an active warrant out of Bordentown
Township. She was processed and
turned over to the Bordentown Town-
ship Police Department.

Sunday, September 21, employees
of a business on the 100 block of
South Avenue reported a male suspect
attempted to walk out of the store
without paying for merchandise but
was stopped by the employees, who
recovered the merchandise. The mer-
chandise had a total value of $180.

Cranford
Friday, September 12, Nicholas

Neri, 56, of Englishtown was arrested
and charged with possession of heroin
and possession of paraphernalia after
a motor vehicle stop on North Av-
enue East. Neri was arrested, pro-
cessed and released pending an ap-
pearance in Superior Court.

Friday, September 19, Jason
Paszkowski, 26, of Cranford was ar-
rested after police responded to a
report of an altercation in the road-
way on Iroquois Road and found
Paszkowski detained by an area resi-
dent.

According to police, an investiga-
tion at the scene revealed that
Paszkowski had crawled under a pick-
up truck parked in a nearby driveway
and cut the rear brake lines. He at-
tempted to flee the scene when con-
fronted by the vehicle’s owner, leav-
ing behind tools and other evidence,
authorities said.

Paszkowski was charged with
criminal mischief, a fourth degree
crime. He was released pending an
appearance in Superior Court. Police
believe that Paszkowski knew the
victim, but would not speculate as to
a motive, authorities reported.

SAGE Resale Shop
Seeks Gift Items

SUMMIT — The SAGE Resale
Shop, located at 31B Chatham Road
in Summit, is looking for new items
that someone else may be interested
in giving as a holiday gift this year.

Anyone with unwanted merchan-
dise they cannot use, preferably brand
new with a tag still attached, is asked
to consider donating it to the store
before Saturday, November 1. The
Resale Shop is planning a one-day
sale to the public of those items prior
to the holiday season.

Since 1959, the SAGE Resale Shop
has helped provide funds for SAGE
Eldercare’s programs and services to
older adults, their families and
caregivers. The store offers a variety
of reasonably-priced goods. The store
regularly sells furniture, housewares,
lamps, china, linens, jewelry, cloth-
ing, bric-a-brac, collectibles and
books.

The store is open Monday to Satur-
day, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 273-5564 or visit
sageldercare.org.


