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Kearney Is Independent Thinker With
Ability To Work With Everyone

Tina Simitz Writes Her Thoughts as
Campaigning for Garwood Council

The reason I’ve decided to run
alongside Sal Piarulli, the Republi-
can Mayoral candidate in Garwood
is simple: Garwood deserves more –
more answers, more accountability
from Council, more fiscal responsi-
bility, and more new ideas on how to
enhance the community.

Like so many others who either
grew up in Garwood or who have
moved here, my family and I love the
small-town feel with centrally-located
convenience and access to everything
the surrounding towns have to offer.
We love, that on any given summer
night, you can go down to the dead-
ends of Hemlock and Hazel Avenues
and find no less than 20 kids, ranging
in age from 5 to 15, playing basket-
ball or baseball together out in the
street – every kid’s dream – and feel-
ing confident that with a phone call or
a text, you’ll know exactly where
your kid is because it’s such a close
knit neighborhood.

As a working mother of
threeschool-aged children, over the
past 20 years, I’ve worked my way up
from an account coordinator to a vice-
president of client services for phar-
maceutical marketing agencies in
New York City and New Jersey. Since
we bought our home here in Garwood,
my husband and I have been active in
the community as members of the
Lincoln School PTA, coaching Little
League, participating in a public ser-
vice announcement for the Red Cross,
banquet chair for St. John the Apostle
Cub Scout Pack 30, and as a local
advocate for children with autism,
with an article published in the March
2014 Westfield Community Life
magazine. In addition, I have been a
supporter of the Republican Party
since I was old enough to vote –
knowing that all politics are local,
and that we must come together to
represent the people who live here.
We consider ourselves fortunate to
be part of the Garwood community,
which is why we moved here from
Linden four years ago.

It’s been a busy and eye-opening
first few weeks campaigning for coun-
cilwoman. Sal Piarulli and I have
spoken to so many concerned tax-
payers and the concerns have been
real and consistent.

For instance, “What is going on
with the Athletic Field Complex?”
As an initial supporter of the AFC
project, I know I’ve had the same

questions. When the question was
asked at a recent council meeting,
Councilman Lou Petruzzelli could
not provide any answers. When he
was asked who is paying for the is-
sues of flooding and delays that re-
quire parts of the field to be fixed, the
answer was he “assumed” the con-
tractor would be responsible. Further
delays to the field are going to jeop-
ardize a 3rd year of the Garwood
Little League’s ability to play on their
home field. My 11-year-old son has
already expressed reluctance in re-
joining the Garwood team. If elected,
one of my top priorities will be to
work with Council to get firm dead-
lines for a completion date, with the
goal of having the kids of Garwood
back on that field in the spring of
2015!

“I’m concerned about flooding that
I’ve never had before. And where are
the rats coming from?” There is specu-
lation that the work done on the field
is causing both an increase in flood-
ing on Spruce and the surrounding
areas, as well as the rat issue. Bor-
ough leaders should be expected to
provide some direction on these very
serious issues.

“Why do our taxes keep going up?”
As a taxpayer, I know I’ve asked
myself this question every year for
the four years we’ve lived here. Last
year, the Borough of Garwood re-
ceived $75,000 from the federal gov-
ernment for Superstorm Sandy and
$65,000 from the Christie pension
reforms. The Council had the oppor-
tunity to vote for a 0 percent increase
or even, dare I say it – a decrease in
taxes – yet they still voted to increase
taxes. I have to wonder if that’s be-
cause the borough needs to reserve
additional funds to pay for the
overages on the AFC. If elected, I
will fight to keep Garwood afford-
able for families and seniors alike.
I’ve heard many folks say that they
may need to move out of Garwood if
the taxes continue to increase – that
should never be the reason why some-
one moves from our town.

These are the questions on taxpay-
ers’ minds, that if I’m elected on
November 4th, I’ll fight to answer.
The taxpayers deserve new Republi-
can leadership who can answer these
tough questions … because Garwood
deserves more.

Tina Simitz
Republican Candidate
For Garwood Council

This coming election will be a
chance for the Garwood voters to
make a change in the makeup of the
Council.

I possess a proven track record of
accomplishments, both in my per-
sonal life and my business and pro-
fessional life. It took me three years
to amend the N.J. State Pension sys-
tem so that widows, like myself, could
receive a portion of our husband’s
pension that we were entitled to re-
ceive except for a loophole in what
was the law at that time.

I made many trips to Trenton and
testified before the Pension Board
and various Assembly and Senate
committees to make this needed
change. I am very proud of what was
called the “Kearney Bill.” Many wid-
ows are now beneficiaries of this bill.

When I start something, I see it all
the way to completion. When faced
with opposition from the government
and the unions that said it couldn’t be
done, I worked even harder for pas-
sage and accomplished my goal. I
carry these traits with me.

They can be most recently seen by
what I was able to do for Garwood,
that is, Garwood Rocks. The plan-
ning, the meetings, the coordination,
the cooperation of the various busi-
nesses with governmental agencies
and the details that needed attention,
all came together to bring thousands
of people to Garwood with the hope
that many will return to patronize our
many and varied local businesses.

I approach my business, Unique
Cruise and Travel, LLC in the same
manner and my clients come back
year after year in the age of Internet
travel services where they have lim-
itless choices.

I will bring the Council a fresh
look and a willingness to search out
new ideas. I will vote for what is best
for Garwood, not vote a certain way
because others would like it that way.
I am an independent thinker and have
the ability to work with everyone to
get things done. This is why the vot-
ers of Garwood should vote for me.

Carol Kearney
Garwood Council Candidate

Keeping Garwood Progressive and Not
Besmirching Dedicated Volunteers

Model Call
Our success has prompted us to
expand our print divisions. New
faces needed. Female ages 14-35,
Height 5'5" and up. Male ages
17-45, Height 5'9" and up. 

State Licensed Model Booking
Agency, servicing the New York-
New Jersey area for over 20 years.

They have also appeared in
ads for such clients as L’Oreal,
Jordache, Borghese, Ralph
Lauren, Bali Lingerie, Yves St.
Laurent, Target, Mercedes-Benz,
American Express, Lens
Crafters, Revlon, Guess Jeans,
Levi’s, Wella, BMW and AT&T.

Our models have appeared on
numerous magazine covers and
in advertorial ads for major
publications including Vogue,
Glamour, NJ Bride, NJ Life,
Teen, Seventeen and Men’s Health,
as well as in TV commercials for
ABC, NBC, CBS and Fox.

Contact our New Face Division for
initial screening at 732-650-9630.
Visit us at www.clerimodels.com.

OWEN BRAND
NMLS# 222999

Home Financing By

owen.brand@pncmortgage.com
Member

FDIC

Local: 908-789-2730

Cell: 908-337-7282

PNC is a registered service mark of The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. (“PNC”). PNC Mortgage is a division of PNC Bank,

National Association, a subsidiary of PNC. All loans are provided by PNC Bank, National Association and are subject to credit

approval and property appraisal. 2014 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All rights reserved.

SM

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

As chairman and active participant
on the Garwood Planning Board, I
take exception to a Mayoral
candidate’s attempt to use dedicated
volunteers of Garwood as a “spring-
board” to further one’s own political
gains. I, as many other volunteers who
serve this town, have put many dedi-
cated hours in making Garwood a
great town in which to raise a family.

This candidate has recently pub-
lished the following statement, “As
Mayor I will oppose those that abuse
the use of Eminent Domain and the
unconstitutional confiscation of our
neighbors’ property…Appoint hon-
est, qualified citizens to our Borough’s
Planning Board who seek to main-
tain Garwood’s small-town charac-
ter, not cronies who rush through
dense housing projects for politically-
connected players that exacerbate our
parking and traffic problems.”

By way of clarification and for the
GOP Mayoral candidate’s informa-
tion, Eminent Domain is not uncon-
stitutional. The Fifth Amendment to
the U.S. Constitution as part of the
Bill of Rights requires that the power
of eminent domain be coupled with
“just compensation” for those whose
property is taken.

In my 13 years with the Planning
Board, it has always functioned as an
independent municipal agency with
the authority set forth under the Mu-
nicipal Land Use Law (MLUL). I
have lived in Garwood for over 25
years, as have most of those who sit

on the Planning Board. We all have
dedicated many hours performing
volunteer work on various boards
and committee’s for this great town
and collectively we provide a diverse
pool of talent.

Garwood has offered our family
the opportunity to put our four boys
through the Garwood educational
system, participate in all sports ac-
tivities, all of which have enabled us
to help them grow into four success-
ful young professionals. My tale is
not unique; this is the story of
Garwood, many different folks work-
ing together for the betterment of all
of our residents. This does not mean
that our town won’t change, as does
everything around us. It doesn’t mean
that we all have to agree on how to
change, nor be all of the same opin-
ion; that’s the beauty of diversity.

As the height of campaign season
fast approaches, it is my sincere hope
that the issues and debates will stay
focused on facts and the candidates’
visions for keeping Garwood a pro-
gressive borough and not on be-
smirching dedicated volunteers.

Stephen D. Greet, Chair
Garwood Planning Board

WF BOE Candidate Bielen
Comments on BYOD in Schools

Over the past week, you’ve most
likely heard a news story or read an
article about Apple shipping the lat-
est iteration of the iPhone. People
were waiting in line for hours across
the country clamoring to purchase
Apple’s latest device. Whether it is
Apple or any other electronics manu-
facturer, technology is changing and
new smart phones, tablets and other
electronic devices are being moved
to market at a frantic pace.

As a school district, how do we
manage the use of these devices in
the classroom? Students, parents,
teachers, administrators and the in-
frastructure as a whole will all be
impacted. The district has already
planted the seeds by introducing a
pilot program in 2013, with more
than 100 Westfield High School stu-
dents using tablets in the “Bring Your
Own Device” (BYOD) program.

Using interactive tools, students
are enhancing their critical thinking
skills to approach learning in a new
way. Students are able to collaborate
on projects and share notes, provid-
ing a foundation a student can build
upon as they enter college and even-
tually the workforce. Earlier this year
when visiting Westfield High School,
Evo Popoff, assistant commissioner
and chief innovation officer of the
N.J. Department of Education, com-
mented on Westfield’s use of tech-
nology as a “model for what educa-
tion should look like.”

While it may appear that a program
for students, teachers and adminis-
trators to bring their own devices to
school is a win-win situation, as it
eliminates the need for the district to
purchase devices, there are a number
of issues that need to be evaluated
before implementing a district-wide
BYOD policy:

Network Overload – Over the sum-
mer, the district installed WiFi access
points in all classrooms at Westfield
High School and upgraded network
switches. Can the district network
fully support the addition of poten-
tially thousands of new devices? What
additional network design, upgrades
and bandwidth will be required to
provide a positive learning experi-
ence? And at what cost?

Device Standards – All devices are
not created equal. Tablets and smart
phones have different operating sys-
tems, screen sizes and capacity. How
will we ensure maximum compat-
ibility of our tools and the devices on
our network? How do we prevent
“device envy,” as many students will
not be able to afford to upgrade each
year?

Technical Support – With different
devices come different device con-
figurations, web browsers and soft-
ware versions. The district recently
rolled out the Edline portal to par-
ents, providing them with access to
school and teacher web pages.
Shortly, Edline will be rolled out to
students to allow them to access to
web-based academic games and ref-
erence databases. Edline is currently
incompatible with Internet Explorer
11. If a student uses a Microsoft Sur-
face tablet running Internet Explorer
11, there is no easy solution. Who is
responsible to provide support that a
student user can be assured access to
a district resource?

Security – Many students have
become very tech savvy. With all the
new users on the network, how do we
know who is doing what? What ap-
plications are being used? How is
information being shared between
students? We need to ensure that we
have application control, usage and
monitoring in place to ensure the
safety of all users.

Working with the Board of Educa-
tion, I would welcome the opportu-
nity to develop an effective district-
wide “Bring Your Own Device”
policy. The district needs a policy
that allows students and teachers to
collaborate and use technology to
enhance their learning experience,
and also one that provides guidelines
necessary to preserve the integrity of
our educational model and ensures
fiscal prudence for the taxpayers of
Westfield.

I would be privileged to have your
support to serve on the Board of
Education in the interests of all the
residents of Westfield. Please vote
for me on Tuesday, November 4. If
you have any questions or sugges-
tions, please email at
mike@bielen.net.

Michael Bielen, Candidate
Westfield Board of Education

Tina Simitz Family

Letters to the Editor

“We need the President and Senate
Democrats to re-examine their priorities
and focus on passing bills that will spark
our economy. Working together we can
act to lower taxes, bring down energy
prices and provide more take-home pay
for middle-class working families.”

Congressman Leonard Lance

Reading Is Good For You
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