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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to
the Editor

Candidate Allegations Is Proof
Silly Season Has Arrived

With a little less than six weeks to go until Election
Day, things are heating up among the political cam-
paigns.

Garwood Republican mayoral contender Sal
Piarulli charged this week that the borough has been
forwarding invitations for Democratic fundraisers
through Garwood’s Facebook page. He said he has
contacted both the Union County Board of Elections
and the county prosecutor’s office, claiming the
action violates code of conduct policies.

The Union County Sheriff’s race is getting a lot of
commentary as Republicans are questioning the
qualifications of Acting Sheriff Joseph Cryan, de-
scribing him as a former bartender with no law
enforcement background. Will there be a debate this
fall between Mr. Cryan and Republican Michael
Ince, a retired FBI agent and former Clark police
officer? We think this would be more enlightening
than one for freeholders. After all, this marks the first
change in leadership in the sheriff’s department
since Ralph Froehlich was first elected in the late
1970s.

While Scotch Plains and Garwood Republicans
have been sending in pictures and letters to this

newspaper to reach you the voter, Democrats in both
these communities have been silent. While door-to-
door campaigning is a key to winning elections with
political mailings and social media reaching others,
we question why campaigns have not taken advan-
tage of the free editorial space this newspaper offers
throughout the fall campaign season.

Outside of our coverage area, there is more silli-
ness. In South Plainfield, a council contender dropped
out of the race after his arrest in 2007 for shouting
racist slurs while mooning patrons hit the media
when local Republicans released the police report of
the incident. In Essex County, the former mayor of
Orange is now running for mayor of the neighboring
town of West Orange where he served as a police
officer and where he recently lost a $25-million-
discrimination lawsuit against the town regarding
his employment tenure there. He has accused the
incumbent West Orange mayor of filing nominating
petitions with discrepancies that would, he said,
disallow at least 50 names from being counted on the
petitions.

It is definitely silly season, a phrase we have used
in editorials since October 1, 1998.

Taking Swipe At Westfield Mayor,
Council Was Not Needed

The Garwood Persons Responsible
Must Face Their Violations

We Have To Generate Income From
New Sources Such As New Ratables

Make Scotch Plains Operate More
Efficiently In Face Of Gridlock

Garwood Borough’s
Facebook Was Used for

Political Party
Dear Ms. Ariemma (Garwood Bor-

ough Clerk),
It has been brought to my attention

that the Garwood Borough’s
Facebook page has been forwarding
invitations for my opponent’s
fundraising event. I find this to be
extremely improper and unethical and
ask that the borough cease in promot-
ing raising money for a particular
political party.

I ask that the Code of Conduct
policies are looked into and the per-
son in charge of the Facebook page
be dealt with accordingly.

Please be advised that the Board of
Elections and Prosecutor’s Office
have been notified and are aware of
the situation.

Sal Piarulli
GOP Candidate for Mayor

Garwood

I found the letter to the editor from
the owners of Racquets Etc. great up
until they felt the need to take a cheap
shot at the elected town officials.
Since when are town officials sup-
posed to be at the scene of fires in
town.

I would think other than the terrific
fire and police departments we have,
you would be touting the virtues of
your insurance company – Not

razzing your elected “dollar a year”
persons who I don’t think could offer
anything other good luck going for-
ward from a very unfortunate occur-
rence.

Praise for the various professional
departments is appropriate. Taking a
swipe at the mayor and council was
not needed.

John Chevalaz
Westfield

It came to my attention this week
that a person with access to the
Garwood Borough Facebook page
sent invitations for a political
fundraiser being held by the 2014
Garwood Democrat candidates for
public office. Interestingly, those in-
vitations were sent to people that
were not mutual friends of our candi-
dates.

We can only think that this inap-
propriate and unethical use of the
official Garwood Borough Facebook
page to promote a political interest
was deliberate and planned. Did the
sender really think that we wouldn’t
find out about it?

In addition, I don’t understand why
such an invitation was sent to the
Garwood Borough Facebook page
by the Democrat candidates in the
first place. Citizens lose faith in their
government employees when they
appear to have taken sides in an elec-
tion.

The person or persons responsible
for this transgression must be ad-
dressed according to the borough’s
code of conduct and any relevant
regulations, ordinances or statutes that
may have been violated.

Elizabeth Mathieu, member
Garwood Republican Committee

Ronald Reagan frequently gets
credit for originating the Eleventh
Commandment, “Thou shalt not
speak ill of any fellow Republican.”
The Gipper who frequently used the
phrase over many years of campaign-
ing, gave kudos in his 1990 autobiog-
raphy for creating the phrase to the
California State Rep. Chairman
Gaylord Parkinson. It is said that
Reagan followed the “command-
ment” during the first five primaries
in 1976 against incumbent Gerald
Ford and then he abandoned that ap-
proach as unproductive.

I believe it is time for me to do the
same and though it is difficult some-
times certain information needs to be
put on the table and observations
must be voiced.

Recently, the GOP mayoral candi-
date began distributing his campaign
literature and it is puzzling that he
took a shot at the current planning
board and declared:

“As mayor I will appoint honest,
qualified citizens to our borough’s
planning board who seek to maintain
Garwood’s small town character, not
cronies who rush through dense hous-
ing projects for politically connected
players….”.

“Oppose those that abuse the use
of eminent domain and the unconsti-
tutional confiscation of our neigh-
bors property.”

As the current Republican mayor,
I find these statements to be espe-
cially distasteful as I have endeav-
ored to make appointments to the
board as they arise in a thoughtful,
bipartisan manner. There are board
members remaining from the prior
administration who have given many
years to the service of their commu-
nity — in one case over 20 years. All

members serve without pay giving
many hours of their time and are
committed to adhering to the land
use laws of the state as well as the
Borough of Garwood’s Master Plan.

The residents had the opportunity
to contribute to that plan when it was
written and adopted in 2009. Also the
reference to the abuse of eminent
domain shows a total ignorance of
understanding what is and is not tak-
ing place regarding redevelopment
here in the borough.

I must question who are the cro-
nies and politically connected play-
ers on the board. And what unconsti-
tutional confiscation has or is pro-
posed to take place. If we are to see a
hold on taxes, we have to generate
income from new sources such as
bringing new ratables to our town
which at times will of course contrib-
ute to a visible change in our land-
scape.

There are those who oppose change
of any sort, would be content to stay
stagnant and fail to recognize that to
remain a cost efficient entity in these
socioeconomic times we must em-
brace smart change and growth.

Candidates for public office reveal
a lot about themselves when they are
campaigning, some will say anything
to get elected and this is the kind of
campaign rhetoric one expects from
an opposition party candidate. Isn’t it
odd that this candidate is running his
campaign by attempting to discredit
me and my administration rather than
promote what makes him the better
candidate for the office of mayor
than his opposition on the Demo-
cratic ticket.

Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi
Garwood

A letter to the editor from Albert
Muller last week blasted Scotch Plains
Mayor Kevin Glover and Council-
woman Gialanella for attempting to
save the town taxpayer’s from $750K
in new debt. Interestingly, Mr. Muller
asserts that a portion of the turned-
down budget was earmarked to fund
improvements to Brookside Park and
the Terry Lou Zoo property.

Yet, since that budget was refused,
the town somehow managed to iden-
tify funds within its current operating
budget to fund those items. I applaud
our elected Democrats for having the
guts to take a stand against wasteful
spending and make our town operate
more efficiently even in the face of
the gridlock imposed by the town
Republicans.

It is interesting to note that three of
the nine budget items Mr. Muller
discusses involve technology. Yet the
town manager, against the Mayor’s
wishes, disbanded the town technol-
ogy committee. The town technol-
ogy committee was a bipartisan vol-
unteer group with strong professional
expertise in computer, telecommuni-
cation and Internet technologies. It
shows poor judgment and a counter-
productive desire to operate unilater-
ally for the town manager to disband
this group in a year where technol-
ogy issues are such an integral part of
our budget.

Mr. Muller’s characterization of
recent budget machinations in town
hall completely misses the mark. In
point of fact, the Mayor and Council-
woman Gialanella agreed with a num-
ber of budget items, including HVAC
equipment for the library, life safety
equipment for the police and fire
departments, as well as other equip-
ment and proposals that would im-
prove the township’s operations.
Rather than passing a budget on items
of bipartisan agreement, Councilman

Vastine and the other Republican
council members are holding our
budget hostage. Moreover, there are
several other budget items the Mayor
actually did not object to in principle,
rather, he stated that the no-bid con-
tracts being proposed to service those
items were inappropriate and bad
business practice for the town.

I agree! The all or nothing gridlock
strategy imposed by our town’s re-
calcitrant Republican Councilmen is
hurting our town. Anyone who’s at-
tended or watched a recorded town
council meeting will recognize that
Mr. Vastine is the self-appointed chair-
man and sole member of the town
incivility committee. Since Council-
men Vastine is up for re-election this
year, it seems the voters have an
opportunity to both break the gridlock
and eliminate the incivility that
plagues town hall.

John Thompson
Scotch Plains

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Omphalocele – An umbilical hernia
2. Omophagia – The eating of raw

flesh
3. Maugre – In spite of; in opposition

to
4. Palpless – Having no feelers; such as

with insects

SOE
1. A large wooden vessel for holding

water
2. Folklore with reference to the sun
3. A toll formerly taken by millers for

grinding grain
4. In old English law, the power or

privilege of holding court in a given
district

ANTEPHIALTIC
1. A cover or lid for a basin or bowl
2. Preventing nightmare
3. A soothsayer; prophet
4. Food or drink presented as an appe-

tizer
THAROS

1. In botany, a spore case or sac as for
ferns or mosses

2. An ancient Greek lighthouse
3. A small American butterfly having

orange wings spotted with black and white
4. In Greek mythology, the Muse of

pastoral and comic poetry
MESSET

1. A piece of land cultivated by the
tenant for a share of the proceeds

2. A dog
3. Thin, soft, twilled silk cloth
4. An unsettled or confused state

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Frazee House Property Should Be Described As Such
In two separate articles in the September 11th Times the

phrase “Terry-Lou Zoo Property” was used in regard to
upcoming decisions the Scotch Plains Council will be
making on the land. Gershom Frazee built that house in
1760, and it was in June of 1777 that he and his wife Betty
watched as Cornwallis and his troops marched by their
home on Raritan Road. If longevity matters, I would think
that in the future it would be rightfully referred to as the
“Frazee House Property.” Another thing that I noticed was
that the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club was not
mentioned a single time.

It was eight years ago that the Scotch Plains Town
Council authorized the Rotary Club to restore and reno-
vate this historical gem and the surrounding property.
Exciting preparations were made to make it a living
museum, with added out buildings, a gift shop, and a
video theatre telling the history of the house. Added
facilities were planned for educational programs for our
local schools. All of this in a parkland setting. The
Rotary’s sole purpose for doing this was for the entire
community and to live up to its motto of “Service Above
Self.” Though we have received donations from local
citizens, and from government and private grants we are
struggling to keep our promise to preserve this house for
future generations, but....we will not give up. If the media
would stop describing it as the “Terry-Lou Zoo Property”
and rightfully refer to it as the “Frazee House Property”

it might go a long way in educating the community as to
the significance of the Rotary project, and the benefits
derived for the people of Fanwood and Scotch Plains.

Our hope is that the Township Council will examine the
above plans for the restoration of Frazee House and join
us in bringing this treasure to our community.

Richard Dobyns, Scotch Plains
Board Member Frazee House Project

2011-06-16 AUNT BETTY’S HOUSE...Rotarian Timothy
Burke augments the efforts of Scotch Plains workers in
sprucing up the Frazee House property. With a scythe he
cuts front-yard grass that had grown high during the spring.

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200

Subject: OPRA
Repayment of Stipend

By Dan Sullivan
The Union County Watchdog As-

sociation and this newspaper were
copied on the following email that
was sent to the Union County Utili-
ties Authority attorney (Dowd). Also
copied were Mayor of Clark; Mayor
of Summit; Tina Renna; Seb D’Elia
(Union County); Senator Kean; As-
semblyman Bramnick; Assembly-
woman Munoz; Mayor of Cranford
and Mayor of Elizabeth

*****
Mr. Dowd: Isn’t it a bit ironic that

I made this OPRA request on 9/9 and
these “stipend refund payments” are
dated 9/15 (past Monday) and 9/18?
Didn’t the board give Mr. Sullivan
and Mr. Brennan a deadline to pay
back the money? Why was this money
not repaid until I requested evidence
of repayment?

This entire issue is an embarrass-
ment given that it was only uncov-
ered because of the diligence of Tina
Renna, who in my view, has done
more to support Union County tax-
payers than many, if not most, so
called “public servants.”

It would save us all a lot of time,
expense and effort, if we simply let
the Union County Watchdog Asso-
ciation overtake the oversight role of
county functions, given the abysmal
track record of those currently in
place. The UCUA both on an operat-
ing and oversight basis make a com-
plete mockery of “public service”
and is clearly part of the problem in
New Jersey, not part of the solution.

Mark Boehme
Summit

ISIS Must Be
Confronted Now

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) said of pas-
sage of H.J. Res. 124 which fulfills
the President's request to train and
equip vetted Syrian forces against
the terrorist group ISIS:

"ISIS poses a savage threat to the
world. To Muslims and Christians in
Iraq and Syria, to our allies and to the
United States.  It has executed hei-
nous acts of terror and violence and,
tragically, will continue to do so.
Allowing it to thrive unchallenged is
not in the national interest of the
United States of America. Today's
vote is not a blanket authority but a
thoughtful, detailed and limited ef-
fort to confront ISIS. Despite reser-
vations and questions, in my judg-
ment we must take action.  The threat
is real and ISIS must be confronted
now."

See more letters on page 5

STREET FARE IS
A GAS TAX?


