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Lance Calls for Repeal of
Federal Estate Tax

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) has joined a
coalition of 30 lawmakers asking the
leadership of the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives to bring to a vote a repeal of
the federal estate tax, or “Death Tax.”

“From state capitals to the halls of
Congress, there is growing movement
to bring an estate tax repeal bill up for
a vote in U.S. House of Representa-
tives,” said Mr. Lance, one of 221 co-
sponsors of H.R. 2429, the Death Tax
Repeal Act. “It’s been nine years since
the U.S. House has passed a death tax
repeal measure. With more than a ma-
jority of the House co-sponsoring the
Death Tax Repeal Act, it is time that we
show our support for family business
owners, employees, farmers and con-
sumers and vote to kill the death tax.”

Daryn Iwicki, New Jersey state
director for Americans for Prosper-
ity, called the repeal of the estate tax
a right and just measure for all Ameri-
cans, especially New Jersey families.
“This tax hits families when they are
most vulnerable in a state of griev-
ance for the loss of a loved one.
Repeal will have an immediate eco-
nomic benefit on jobs as former Con-
gressional Budget Office Director
Douglas Holtz-Eakin found repeal of
the death tax would create nearly one
million small business jobs. More
importantly the farming communi-
ties in New Jersey would benefit greatly

allowing family farms to be passed
down to future generations.”

Jim Martin, chairman of the senior
citizen advocacy group The 60 Plus
Association, added, “The time for
House members to stand up and be
counted on death tax repeal is long
overdue.”

“The federal death tax discourages
savings and investment, undermines
job creation and suppresses produc-
tivity and wage growth. With our
nation’s economy struggling it’s time
to finally repeal the death tax,” Rep.
Lance concluded.
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Judge Rules Pt. Pleasant Beach
Parking Ord. Is Unconstitutional

A state Superior Court judge has
ruled that Point Pleasant Beach
Borough’s parking ordinance is un-
constitutional after a Camden County
attorney appealed his parking sum-
mons this summer, according to a
Asbury Park Press report.

According to the story, Kevin D.
Walsh of Merchantville was tick-
eted because he displayed his park-
ing receipt on the wrong side of the
dashboard. The judge tossed Mr.
Walsh’s case out of court. Mr. Walsh
said signs and pay stations did not
warn drivers they could be ticketed
for not displaying the parking re-
ceipt on the driver’s side of the dash-
board.

The judge, Rochelle Gizinski,
will likely have to render a written
decision and possibly take written
arguments before the ordinance is
overturned, according to the re-
port.

The borough reportedly brought
in $801,000 in fines and $1.9 mil-
lion in parking meter revenues in
2013. The judge said parking signs
failed to provide a warning to driv-
ers that a parking receipt had to be
displayed in a specific location in
the vehicle as proof of payment. The
borough maintains that an illustra-
tion is displayed on the parking pay
station showing where receipts
should be placed.

Ex-Hoboken Mayor
Disbarred by Supreme Court
Former Hoboken mayor Peter

Cammarano has been disbarred by
the state Supreme Court after he ad-
mitted to taking bribes from a corrupt
developer and spent two years in jail,
app.com reported.

“An elected official who sells his
office – who offers favored treatment
to a private developer in exchange for
money – betrays a solemn public
trust,” Associate Justice Barry Albin
wrote, according to the report.

Cammarano was arrested as part
of a wide-ranging anti-corruption
sting, referred to as Operation Bid
Rig, on July 23, 2009, 22 days after
he was sworn in as Hoboken’s new
mayor.

He plead guilty in 2010 to accept-
ing $25,000 in corrupt payments
from the developer Solomon Dwek,
an FBI informant, politickernj.com
reported.

South Plainfield Candidate
Withdraws Over ’07 Arrest

Democratic South Plainfield bor-
ough council candidate Joe

Sorrentino has redrawn from his race
after news surfaced that he allegedly
shouted racist slurs while mooning
patrons at a local diner in 2007, NJ
Advance Media has reported.

Mr. Sorrentino said he made a “stu-
pid mistake,” but learned from it.
Local Republicans released police
reports last week detailing two sepa-
rate incidents at the Sherbans Diner.

Mr. Sorrentino allegedly mooned a
woman and her daughter, and used a sexist
epithet to describe them, according to the
report. He was arrested and charged with
disorderly conduct. Police said he ap-
peared intoxicated at the time.

Mr. Sorrentino is a member of the
South Plainfield Board of Education
and a special education teacher, ac-
cording to the report.

Christie Appoints Fox, Mroz
Chivukula And Fiordaliso

Governor Chris Christie announced
appointments of a new president of
the Board of Public Utilities (BPU),
two BPU commissioners, and a new
transportation commissioner.

Jamie Fox, a former DOT commis-
sioner and ex-deputy executive di-
rector of the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey, will serve again
as New Jersey’s next Department of
Transportation commissioner. A reg-
istered Democrat, he was chief of
staff for former Governor Jim
McGreevey and ex-U.S. Senator Bob
Torricelli.

Selected to serve as BPU’s com-
missioners are: Richard Mroz, a
former Whitman Administration
chief counsel, special counsel, and
authorities director; Democratic
Assemblyman Upendra Chivukula,
chairman of the Assembly Tele-
communications and Utilities
Committee; and, Commissioner
Joseph Fiordaliso, a registered
Democrat serving as a BPU com-
missioner who is being reappointed
to a third term. Mr. Mroz, a Repub-
lican, will serve as the next presi-
dent of the BPU.

Bollwage Says Counties And
Towns Should Ban Fracking

Elizabeth Mayor Christian
Bollwage is recommending that mu-
nicipal and county governments take
action to block fracking and the dis-
posal of fracking waste, saying the
state government will not act to ban
the practice, NJ Advance Media has
reported.

The Elizabeth City Council
passed an ordinance in August pro-
hibiting any company within the
city from accepting fracking
waste.

Lance Praises Passage
Of Transparency Act
For Federal Reserve
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.

Leonard Lance (R-7th) has praised
House passage of H.R. 24, the Fed-
eral Reserve Transparency Act,
which would require government
audits of Federal Reserve monetary
policy, as well as scrutinize figures
the central bank has lent and will
lend to specific banks.

“Americans deserve to know how
their money is being lent and spent
by the Federal Reserve. I believe this
long overdue measure will bring
much-needed transparency and ac-
countability to our government’s fi-
nances and potentially eliminate
waste,” Mr. Lance said. “Today’s
strong bipartisan vote demonstrates
great interest in the strong fiscal health
of our nation’s monetary policy.”

Mr. Lance is a co-sponsor of the
measure which passed with a strong
bipartisan majority of 333 to 92.

The 7th District lawmaker said he
has long supported an audit of the
Fed. Mr. Lance, then a member of the
House Financial Services Commit-
tee, joined former Rep. Ron Paul of
Texas and others in passing legisla-
tion, 327 to 98, in the 112th Congress
to require an independent audit of the
Board of Governors of the Federal
Reserve and the Federal Reserve
banks. The U.S. Senate failed to con-
sider the bill despite its strong sup-
port in the House.

“Today’s overwhelming bipartisan
support should send a clear message
to our friends in the U.S. Senate that
it is time to ensure the Fed is held to
the same reporting standards as the
rest of the federal government,” Mr.
Lance concluded.

NEW DELI IN TOWN... A ribbon cutting was held to mark the grand opening
of Five Star Catering and Italian Deli, 761 Central Avenue, Westfield, last week.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Timothy York and Darielle Walsh  of the Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce  (GWACC); Mayor Andrew Skibitsky;
Thomas Gonnella,  Five-Star Deli owner; Chef Elmo, and Gene Jannotti,
executive director, GWACC.

Bramnick to Hold
Cyberspace Discussion

On Oct. 20 at Kean
UNION — Assembly Minority

Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) will hold a public discus-
sion on cyberspace security with state
Homeland Security officials on Mon-
day, October 20, at Kean University,
in the STEM Auditorium, Room 221.
The event will begin at 1 p.m.

Home Depot reported a data breach
earlier this month that involved 56
million credit and debit cards in the
U.S. and Canada. Other stores in-
cluding Target and P.F. Changs expe-
rienced similar security breaches. Mr.
Bramnick will lead the discussion on
what the public can do to protect
itself from cyberspace theft with ex-
perts on the subject.

Anyone who would like to attend
the event is asked to contact Glen
Beebe in the Assembly Republican
Office at (609) 847-3400.
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Occidental Agrees to Pay
$190 Mil. In Passaic Case

TRENTON — Acting Attorney
General John J. Hoffman and De-
partment of Environmental Protec-
tion (DEP) Commissioner Bob Mar-
tin have announced that Occidental
Chemical Corp. has agreed to pay
the state $190 million to resolve its
liability for past cleanup and re-
moval costs, natural resource dam-
ages and other costs and damages
related to contamination of the
Passaic River.

The Occidental agreement repre-
sents a proposed settlement, and is
subject to a public comment period
and review by a Superior Court
judge. Should the settlement be ap-
proved it would bring to $355.4 mil-
lion the total amount recovered by
New Jersey as a result of the Passaic
River litigation. Among other terms,
the proposed Occidental settlement
calls for $50 million of the
company’s payment to be used for
natural resource restoration projects
in and around the Newark Bay com-
plex.

Occidental is the legal succes-
sor to Diamond Shamrock Chemi-
cals Company, and the lone re-
maining defendant sued by the
state over contamination of the
Passaic River that had yet to settle.
In a prior court proceeding, Dia-
mond Shamrock was found to have
intentionally dumped hazardous
pollutants into the Passaic River
for decades. In 2011, a Superior
Court judge entered a judgment
against Occidental holding it li-
able for certain of the state’s
Passaic-River-related clean-up
and removal costs because of its
status as legal successor to Dia-
mond Shamrock. Among other
hazardous substances, Diamond
Shamrock discharged dioxins – a
known carcinogen – into the river
from its plant in Newark.

Last year, Superior Court Judge
Sebastian P. Lombardi approved two
prior settlements in the Passaic River

litigation totaling $165.4 million,
$17.4 million of which is to be spent
on natural resource restoration
projects in and around the Newark
Bay complex. The first settlement
resulted in payments to the state to-
taling $130 million by several non-
discharging defendants.

The second settlement approved
by Judge Lombardi involved 261
third-party defendants – includ-
ing 70 municipalities and other
public entities that were sued and
brought into the state’s case by
Maxus Energy Corporation and
Tierra Solutions, Inc. Locally,
Cranford,  Fanwood,
Mountainside, Scotch Plains,
Westfield and the Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority were all
named as third-party defendants.
Under the second settlement,  third-
party defendants paid a total of
$35.4 million to the state.

A total of $67.4 million in pay-
ments to the state from the Passaic
River litigation will be dedicated to
natural resource restoration projects
in New Jersey.

Occidental also has agreed under
the proposed settlement to pay cer-
tain costs associated with the $1.7-
billion plan for the cleanup of the
lower eight miles of the Passaic River
announced by the federal Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA) in
April of this year, if those costs are
assessed to the state under the federal
Comprehensive Environmental Re-
sponse, Compensation and Liability
Act (CERCLA).

The Passaic River Litigation was
launched by the state more than eight
years ago against Occidental and other
companies associated with the former
Diamond Shamrock site on Lister
Avenue in Newark. Diamond Sham-
rock manufactured pesticides and
herbicides from the 1940s through
the 1960s, including the defoliating
chemical Agent Orange during the
Vietnam War.


