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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

Courtesy of Ruth Maloney
FAMILY FUN… The Maloney girls take a break in the Madagascar rainforest
to catch up on  events at home in The Westfield Leader.

UP TO THE CHALLENGE...On September 15, Westfield Memorial Library
Director Phil Israel took the ALS (amyotrophic lateral sclerosis) Ice Bucket
Challenge in honor of the library’s late technical director, Lois Williams, who was
afflicted with this disease. Over a month ago, Mr. Israel challenged the staff to
raise $300, and they readily accomplished the goal. Here, staffers Warren
Hoffman and Miryam Block are shown anointing the director with ice-cold
water.

Photo courtesy of Jim Wilson
ACROSS THE POND...Janet and Jim Wilson of Westfield check out what’s new
and what’s very old as they take in the sights of the British Isles, including this stop
at Stonehenge in southwest England, while keeping current with their hometown
news in The Westfield Leader.

Photo Courtesy of Renee Payami
SOMETHING TO CHEER ABOUT...Briella and Kapriana Payami of Scotch Plains
pose with New York Jets Flight Crew Cheerleaders and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times in the MetLife Stadium tunnel just minutes before heading out to perform the
halftime show on opening game day against the Oakland Raiders on September 7.

GW Council Seeks Answers
From Cranford on Brook
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — Garwood Bor-
ough Council members Bill Nierstedt
and Sara Todisco asked the township
committee Monday night at the work-
shop meeting about the flood control
program for the Orchard Brook. The
Orchard Brook is connected to the
Garwood Brook, which has flooded
residential neighborhoods in
Garwood.

“Is there anything we can do to
assist you with that project?” Mr.
Nierstedt asked.

“We are going to ask the DEP (De-
partment of Environmental Protec-
tion) to extend the permit. That is one
of the hot button issues for this ad-
ministration,” Township Engineer
Carol O’Brien said. The permits for
easements along the Orchard Brook
were secured about 10 years ago.

“The easements currently in place
may not be enough to do the work,”
Ms. O’Brien said.

Commissioner Tom Hannen, Jr.
asked what steps Garwood has taken
to reduce stormwater runoff and
flooding in its municipality.

“We have increased the water ca-
pacity of the entire Garwood Brook
by over 100 fold,” Mr. Nierstedt said.
“The percentage of impervious cov-
erage that is allowed on sites, we
have actually reduced it.”

He said he could “encourage” the
planning board to follow Cranford’s
footsteps in stormwater management.

Commissioner Mary O’Connor
asked if Garwood would consider
adopting the stormwater management
ordinance the Mayors Council
Rahway River Watershed Flood Con-
trol has drafted and Cranford has
adopted.

“Absolutely,” Mr. Nierstedt said.
Residents from Sailer and Scherrer

Streets packed the meeting room to
hear the health report from the
Westfield Regional Health Depart-
ment on what the residents are saying
is a rat infestation in the area.

“When my exterminator went out
on the (September) 8th… He found
two rat holes. I do not believe these
neighborhoods are infested…They
spent hours searching 17 properties
thoroughly and came across two rat
holes. I know there is a thought there
is an infestation. I do not believe that
to be true at all,” Health Officer Megan
Avallone said.

There were five or six homeowners
in the area who were told by the
health department to have their homes
baited for rats, Ms. Avallone said.

Ms. Avallone is blaming the snowy
winter for making it a bad year for
rats, and “not one problem.”

Residents have blamed an aban-
doned home on Sailer Street and a
garbage dumpster at a business adja-
cent to a residence.

Alex Lopez, of 209 Scherrer Street,
said, “I picked up six or seven dead
rats so far. I re-baited three times
since August 1. And they are coming
again for the fourth time….I am re-
structuring the shed. I am redoing the
backyard. I ripped everything out.
The dog is no longer allowed out
back. I can pick out five different
houses in my neighborhood with

holes. This is definitely an infestation
if I keep picking them up.”

“I had to get a year (exterminator)
plan because they said it was out of
control,” Mr. Lopez said. He said he
knows seven or eight people who
purchased exterminator plans.

An owner of 225 Sailer, who did
not disclose his name, said the aban-
doned home next to him had water in
the basement. “I personally had to
clean up garbage. I found dog skulls
in the garbage,” he said.

“It is investigated. It is under fore-
closure. I have been in contact with
the bank. They are trying to expedite
the foreclosure…. They told me to
make sure the property is inspected
and cleaned up. It is my understand-
ing they have been out there and they
have maintained the property… What
we were able to do was to get their
attention and to maintain the prop-
erty,” Township Attorney Diane
Dabulas said.

Mr. Lopez along with other resi-
dents have complained about the cost
of securing a contract with an exter-
minator, saying it can cost $200 or
more.

Commissioner Hannen suggested
the township consider a cooperative
exterminator agreement, whereby the
township secures an exterminator that
residents can use by paying into the
agreement. Garwood Councilwoman
Todisco suggested they reach out to
all eight communities that share the
Westfield Regional Health Depart-
ment services to secure a cooperative
agreement amongst all eight com-
munities.

A tree expert, who had conducted
one of the tree health studies on the
Pepperidge Tree in Lincoln Park four
years ago, will investigate the
Pepperidge Tree again, gratis, Com-
missioner O’Connor said. This will
be another opinion to the report com-
pleted by Maser Consulting, of which
Township Engineer O’Brien is an
employee.

Tina Helmstetter, a tree advisory
board member, said after reviewing
the recent report from Maser Con-
sulting, that she found its investiga-
tion was solely visual, and did not
conduct a core and resistance test or
a hazardous tree report.

“We asked to have a second opin-
ion done because the tree did not
sustain damage from Irene, Sandy, or
the ice storm of October (2011). It
did not lose significant branches,
branches bigger than the size of my
thumb,” Ms. Helmstetter said.

garage on site.
Robert LaCosta, a member of the

planning board and the township’s
zoning officer, asked that the side-
walks at the site be replaced. The
engineer for the project, Jim
Watson, said that is already in the
plans.

The next meeting of the planning
board will be Monday, October 27,
at 7:30 p.m., at the municipal build-
ing, located at 430 Park Avenue.
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pro shop and food and beverage con-
cessions and an incentive fee of 10
percent.

The base management fees in all
three proposals are the total for the 60-
month contract, Mr. Sullivan said.

Mr. Sullivan said Integrity admitted
it would lose money on the contract,
but the company made its proposal in
an effort to get into the New Jersey
market.

The county will continue to approve
fees for golfers per the county’s ordi-
nance.

During the regular meeting that fol-
lowed the agenda session, Bruce Pater-
son of Garwood said the county should
contract with Integrity as the company
was the lowest bidder.

Freeholder Chairman Chris Hudak
said the proposed contract will be dis-
cussed as a item for the freeholders at
the Thursday, October 2 agenda setting
meeting.

In other golf news, the freeholders
approved a $221,026 contract to Rees
Jones, Inc., of Montclair, for engineer-
ing design services, construction ad-
ministration and inspection services
for bunker, irrigation and drainage im-
provements at the Ash Brook course.

Armando Sanchez, director of golf
operations for the county, said the im-
provements are expected to be com-
pleted next year as the county will need
to secure permits from the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protec-
tion (DEP). He said the drainage work
will be done for the bunkers and four
holes on the course, which he said has
to close in heavy rain storms due to
flooding.

The board also approved a shared-
services agreement between the county,
the City of Rahway and the Rahway
Board of Education for use of Rahway
River Park.

Ron Zuber, director of parks and
recreation for the county, said the county
will provide artificial turf for the field,
resurface the track and add lights. The
county share of the project will be $2.6
million.

He said Rahway wants to use the
field as its new home for football and
boys and girls soccer. He said the next
step for the county is to hire an engineer
for the project.

Rahway Mayor Samson Steinman
said Veterans Field, where Rahway

High School teams play their home
games, floods regularly. He said
Rahway will pay for a loudspeaker
system, scoreboard, grandstands, press
box team pavilions and restroom facili-
ties as part of the project.

The freeholders also approved
change orders regarding the new inte-
rior stairwell to be built for the tower at
the Union County Courthouse.

Nicholas Netta, the architect hired
by the county, said his firm is in the
process of addressing fire code viola-
tions cited by the state dating back to
2000. He said the county originally
looked to construct an exterior stair-
well, but the $50-million cost was felt
to be too high so an interior stairwell
was proposed. The interior stairwell,
though, would result in loss of six
courtrooms, which triggered county
plans to construct a new family court
facility on Cherry Street, which is un-
der construction.

Mr. Netta said once the new facility
is completed, the tower in the county
courthouse will be cleared out so con-
struction can begin on the new stair-
well.

The contract to Netta Architects of
Mountainside represents an increase
of $1.9 million for a new contract of
$3.7 million. Also approved was a
$994,578 increase in the contract to
Mast Construction Services of Little
Falls to $1.9 million for construction
management services. A representa-
tive of the company said the reason for
the increase was a change in the scope
of services for the courthouse stair-
well project.

On another matter, Tina Renna,
president of the Union County Watch-
dog Association, said Mr. Sullivan,
executive director of the Union County
Utilities Authority (UCUA), has reim-
bursed the authority for a $15,000
stipend that he had taken over several
months last year to run the county’s
improvement authority, money that
was not authorized by the UCUA com-
missioners. Thomas Brennan, UCUA
deputy director, reimbursed the UCUA
$6,000.

It was also announced that the clos-
ing date for the sale of Runnells Spe-
cialized Hospital by the county to Cen-
ter Management Group of Flushing,
N.Y., has been moved to Friday, Octo-
ber 31.
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ravioli-eating contest.
The council also issued several

proclamations including ones recog-
nizing the 75th anniversary of John’s
Meat Market and DiPace Barber
Shop, the 100th anniversary of the
Evangel Church, the 50th anniver-
sary of the Immaculate Heart of Mary
Roman Catholic Church and the re-
cent dedication of Temple Sholom’s
new home in Scotch Plains.
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“I walked around by the basket-
ball courts and that whole street
that borders Cranford, there is no
fence,” he said. “There is no sign. I
walked right into the property,
walked around the trails, saw the
liquor bottles on the trails, which
upset me, sat on the bleachers,
watched the girls playing near the
building.”

In other matters, Mrs. Quattrocchi
said the borough had deactivated its
Facebook page after it was used to
send an invitation to some to a po-
litical fundraising event.

Although Mayor Quattrocchi did
not specify, the fundraising event
was for “A Day At The Races” at
Monmouth Park on Saturday, Sep-
tember 27, for the Garwood Demo-
cratic Party.

Reading from a short statement,
the mayor said she had spoken to the
borough clerk, Christina Ariemma,
“who operates the Facebook page,”
and Mr. Renaud.

Mr. Renaud, she said, has recom-
mended the borough not have a
Facebook page since the council has
not adopted a policy regarding its
operation and because it can be used
to post inappropriate content.

Further, she said, the matter “ap-
parently” was referred to the Union
County Prosecutor’s office and the
Board of Elections.

“If they undertake an investiga-
tion, the borough of course will fully
cooperate,” Mayor Quattrocchi said,
without elaborating on if any inter-
nal action was pending.

The council also heard from Coun-
cilwoman Sara Todisco, who reported
that Cranford apparently was experi-
encing a more severe rat problem than
Garwood. One member of Cranford’s
health department suggested a ser-
vice agreement with an exterminator
arranged by the borough so residents
could pay a reduced fee to eradicate
the rodents, and Ms. Todisco offered
to bring the idea to all eight towns in
the Westfield Regional Health De-
partment.

Mr. Martin reported that the police
department had acquired two addi-
tional pieces of military surplus equip-
ment through the Law Enforcement
Support Office (LESO): a $13,000
trailer-mounted water pump capable
of pumping 350 gallons a minute and
a 2.5-ton truck outfitted with an office
that can be used as a mobile command
post valued at over $100,000.

Earlier this summer, the police de-
partment acquired two diesel-pow-
ered Humvees. Like the pump and
truck, those were free of charge and
intended for emergency situations
such as floods and snowstorms.

Moreover, Mr. Martin said that
as part of a state-mandated Uni-
form Crime Reporting seminar, it
was learned that the borough expe-
rienced a 3.7-percent decrease in
overall crime statistics for the first
six months of this year.
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not discuss personnel matters with the
public. She urged members to discuss
those matters, only with other mem-
bers, at a meeting.

Ms. Thornton told board members
not to overstep their role and reminded
them that the administration is respon-
sible for hiring. She also said that cur-
riculum must be set by the administra-
tion and not by individual board mem-
bers.

She continued by saying, “This pro-
cess is an evolution, not a revolution.”

As a board member or former board
member, she said, “Don’t encourage
people to bring you their problems.”

She said any questions about core
curriculum standards should be directed
to the superintendent. She reminded
them that it is inappropriate to walk into
school and criticize. Any concerns,
again, must be taken to the superinten-
dent.

She suggested the board write a policy
about discussing board decisions with
the public. “Everyone should have a
clear understanding of the proper pro-
tocol. Policy is challenging, but it does
provide a framework for operating,”
she said.

During the session members had
some questions, which Ms. Thornton
answered. She was direct about the
proper protocol, saying there were no
“grey areas.”

In a short business meeting before the
workshop, the board approved a con-
tract to enter into a lend lease agreement
with Winner Ford for two trucks, one an
SUV and the other a pick-up truck with
a snow plow option at the cost of $61,917.
The leaser is a state-approved vendor for
boards of education.

The next regular meeting of the board
will be on Tuesday, October 7, at 7:30
p.m., at the administration building,
located at 302 Elm Street.


