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Congratulations 

to the  #1 Agent 

for August!
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Sharon.Steele@cbmoves.com

  Congrats! 
Sharon 
Steele

Cell: 908-447-3579

Susan Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
FAMILY FUN... The 25th Annual FestiFall in Westfield brought throngs of families who enjoyed rides, face painting, food
and information about schools and businesses on Sunday. Presented by the Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce,
the festivities were not hampered by cloudy weather.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
REMEMBERING POWs/MIAs…The Rolling Thunder Ride For Freedom XIX,
sponsored by the Rolling Thunder Chapter 2 of Union County, took place Sunday
from Warinanco Park in Roselle to the New Jersey Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial
in Holmdel. The annual event is held to continue to push for the full accounting
of all U.S. POWs and MIAs.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
MUSIC FEST … The band “Split Tree” performs during the Centennial Village
Music Fest held at Lincoln Avenue School in Cranford on Saturday afternoon.
The event was a fundraiser for Centennial Village Group, which works to
beautify and revitalize Cranford's Centennial Avenue business district. CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Freeholders Consider New
Contract With Kemper
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — An evaluation team
organized by the Union County Im-
provement Authority (UCUA) has rec-
ommended that the Board of Chosen
Freeholders approve another five-year
contract with Illinois-based
KemperSports to run the county’s two
public golf courses, Galloping Hill in
Kenilworth and Ash Brook in Scotch
Plains.

Kemper was chosen over two other
companies that responded to the
county’s request for proposals, Billy
Casper Golf of Vienna,Va. and Integ-
rity Golf of Winter Garden, Fla. Integ-
rity had the lowest base management
fee of the three companies followed by
Kemper and Casper.

Dan Sullivan, UCIA executive di-
rector, said Integrity has no experience
in the New Jersey golf course business,
and that the evaluation team did not
want Union County to be a “guinea
pig.”

“We felt that (New Jersey experi-
ence) was a critical point in terms of
evaluating the three companies,” he
said.

Mr. Sullivan said the biggest change
over the previous Kemper contract is
that the food and beverage operation at
the Galloping Hill Golf Course ban-
quet facility will now be under the
control of a manager from Kemper.
Currently, the county has direct re-
sponsibility for food and beverage op-
erations including marketing, supplies,
staffing and the success of the catering
and restaurant operations. The banquet
facility includes a restaurant, The Red
Knot, and a catering facility.

Under the new agreement, “the
county is relieved of ongoing responsi-
bilities for the catering and restaurant
operations.”

Kemper’s proposal includes a base
management fee of $509,724, giving 7
percent of gross revenue from the pro
shop as well as 7 percent of the gross
food and beverage concession revenue
to the county while receiving an incen-
tive management fee paid by the county
of 15 percent. The fee, according to the
UCIA team’s report, would only apply
if revenues exceed the county approved
budget amount.

Integrity proposed a base manage-
ment fee of $349,980 and pro shop and
food and beverage concession revenue
percentages to the county of 7 and 10
percent, respectively, with an incentive
management fee of 10 percent. Casper’s
bid was $810,000, 8 percent for both
pro shop and food and beverage con-
cessions and an incentive fee of 10
percent.

The base management fees in all
three proposals are the total for the 60-
month contract, Mr. Sullivan said.

Mr. Sullivan said Integrity admitted
it would lose money on the contract,
but the company made its proposal in
an effort to get into the New Jersey
market.

The county will continue to approve
fees for golfers per the county’s ordi-
nance.

During the regular meeting that fol-
lowed the agenda session, Bruce Pater-
son of Garwood said the county should
contract with Integrity as the company
was the lowest bidder.

Freeholder Chairman Chris Hudak
said the proposed contract will be dis-
cussed as a item for the freeholders at
the Thursday, October 2 agenda setting
meeting.

In other golf news, the freeholders
approved a $221,026 contract to Rees
Jones, Inc., of Montclair, for engineer-
ing design services, construction ad-

NEW LOOK…In an effort to modernize the look and feel of the Cranford Police
Department, as well as strengthen ties to the community, Police Chief James
Wozniak announced changes to the agency’s marked vehicle fleet and the
uniforms worn by patrol officers.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

GW Council Seeks Answers
From Cranford on Brook
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Garwood Borough
Council members Bill Nierstedt and
Sara Todisco asked the township com-
mittee Monday night at the workshop
meeting about the flood control pro-
gram for the Orchard Brook. The Or-
chard Brook is connected to the
Garwood Brook, which has flooded
residential neighborhoods in Garwood.

“Is there anything we can do to assist
you with that project?” Mr. Nierstedt
asked.

“We are going to ask the DEP (De-
partment of Environmental Protection)
to extend the permit. That is one of the
hot button issues for this administra-
tion,” Township Engineer Carol
O’Brien said. The permits for ease-
ments along the Orchard Brook were
secured about 10 years ago.

“The easements currently in place
may not be enough to do the work,”
Ms. O’Brien said.

Commissioner Tom Hannen, Jr.
asked what steps Garwood has taken to
reduce stormwater runoff and flooding
in its municipality.

“We have increased the water capac-

ity of the entire Garwood Brook by
over 100 fold,” Mr. Nierstedt said. “The
percentage of impervious coverage that
is allowed on sites, we have actually
reduced it.”

He said he could “encourage” the
planning board to follow Cranford’s
footsteps in stormwater management.

Commissioner Mary O’Connor
asked if Garwood would consider
adopting the stormwater management
ordinance the Mayors Council Rahway
River Watershed Flood Control has
drafted and Cranford has adopted.

“Absolutely,” Mr. Nierstedt said.
Residents from Sailer and Scherrer

Streets packed the meeting room to
hear the health report from the Westfield
Regional Health Department on what
the residents are saying is a rat infesta-
tion in the area.

“When my exterminator went out on
the (September) 8th… He found two
rat holes. I do not believe these neigh-
borhoods are infested…They spent
hours searching 17 properties thor-
oughly and came across two rat holes.
I know there is a thought there is an
infestation. I do not believe that to be

Sparks Fly at Garwood Council
Over Athletic Field Complex

Cranford Gains Support
From D.C. For River Study

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — “I came out of this
very positive. We have a lot of support
and we have a good project with a good
chance of moving forward,” Mayor
Andis Kalnins said during the town-
ship committee meeting Tuesday re-
garding the outcome of the Mayors
Council Rahway River Watershed
Flood Control representatives meeting
with members of Congress and the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers last
Wednesday in Washington, D.C. Sena-
tors Robert Menendez and Cory Booker
and Congressmen Leonard Lance and
Donald Payne, Jr. have said the comple-
tion of the Army Corps’ feasibility study
of the Rahway River to reduce flooding
in the watershed is a top priority for
them and have written letters to the

Army Corps expressing their support,
Mayor Kalnins said.

“We met with the Army Corps…and
that was more pragmatic. They are
engineers and they are evaluating the
project against thousands of other
projects across the country. Our project
is positive. It is competitive. And they
will be considering it. We need that
legislative support to help us get on the
list and so we don’t get cut off,” Mayor
Kalnins said. He urged residents to
write to the Army Corps stating their
support of the study.

“Cranford continues to take the lead
on this. I am optimistic we will receive
the final funding we need to complete
this study and that is our hope,” Deputy
Mayor Lisa Adubato said.

The township passed a resolution to
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The long-delayed
Athletic Field Complex (AFC) could
be completed in six weeks, Borough
Engineer Don Guarriello told the bor-
ough council on Tuesday, but Council-
man Jim Mathieu wondered if the un-
finished facility could be a liability
issue with some children already play-
ing on the grassy areas.

“We’re starting to see the light at the
end of the tunnel,” Mr. Guarriello said
during Tuesday’s workshop session. “I
would think we’re looking at 30 to 45
days. But don’t hold me to that, be-
cause I don’t know if something else is
going to pop up.”

Councilman Lou Petruzzelli, the
project’s liaison to the council, said the
contractor for the $3.2-million project,
Flanagan Construction, has not given a
tentative date for completion, adding
that the final “punch list” of minor
items has not been compiled.

The AFC originally was scheduled
to be finished by May 2013, and sev-

eral issues still remain.
Although many of the outdoor areas,

such as the Little League baseball field
and basketball court, are built, ponding
on both remain. The one main unfin-
ished area is the clubhouse, where
Flanagan was awaiting the arrival of
two doors – one exterior and one inte-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

NJSBA Rep. Details Guidelines
For BOE Members’ Responsibilities

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The board of educa-
tion held a workshop meeting on Tues-
day evening and heard guidelines for
members’ protocol.

The presentation was given by Gwen
Thornton, a field representative with
the New Jersey School Boards Asso-
ciation. Ms. Thornton talked about the
functions of board members and
stressed to them that they had no au-
thority unless they were sitting with the
board at a board meeting.

She said their responsibility was to
provide guidance with a shared vision
by the administration to accomplish

goals and further community relations.
She also said it was their function

to develop policy along with stan-
dard operating procedures to provide
a program of quality instruction and
curriculum standards to support pro-
fessional development training for
staff and requiring reports on the
results of student assessment.

Another responsibility, she said, is
to provide effective management in
the district by employing, and evalu-
ating and negotiating for good per-
sonnel for the district.

Ms. Thornton said it is the respon-
sibility of board members to match
goals with budget development and

report financial information to the
public.

It is the role of the board members
to match facilities with the demo-
graphics and program needs in the
district, she said. Members must work
with projects’ management to assure
supervision of staff and support per-
sonnel.

Ms. Thornton said it is important to
maintain a two-way communication
with the community through public
relations and an input/feedback cycle.
She said that interaction on the local,
county and state level are important.
She said that resources for the district
internal chain and external newslet-
ters should be used to build public
engagement.

She stressed that once a decision
was made by the board, each mem-
ber, even if he or she disagreed with
it, has to support that decision. It is
not the function of a member to lobby
the public to promote his or her indi-
vidual agenda, she said.

She emphasized that members can-
not discuss personnel matters with
the public. She urged members to
discuss those matters, only with other
members, at a meeting.

Ms. Thornton told board members
not to overstep their role and re-
minded them that the administration
is responsible for hiring. She also
said that curriculum must be set by
the administration and not by indi-
vidual board members.

She continued by saying, “This
process is an evolution, not a revolu-
tion.”

As a board member or former board
member, she said, “Don’t encourage
people to bring you their problems.”

She said any questions about core
curriculum standards should be di-
rected to the superintendent. She re-
minded them that it is inappropriate to
walk into school and criticize. Any
concerns, again, must be taken to the
superintendent.


