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Susan Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL…At the “Remembering 9/11” service held at the
First Presbyterian Church and Cranford WTC Memorial Park on September
11, the Cranford High School Madrigal Choir leads the guests in singing
“America the Beautiful.”

websites that would include home-
work assignments, subjects the
class is learning and other cur-
riculum-related material.

The other goal mirrored the
district goal of improving spe-
cial-education student test
scores.

The board also approved the
hiring of Lauren Fleischer as a
maternity replacement for spe-
cial-education teacher Nicola
Atieh, who gave birth in early
September. Mrs. Atieh is ex-
pected to be on leave until about
Monday, January 26, Ms. Quigley
said. Ms. Fleischer started work
on Wednesday.

In other personnel matters, the
board accepted the resignation
letter for the purpose of retire-
ment from middle-school math
and science teacher Charles
Abruzzo, effective at the end of
the school day on Friday, No-
vember 14, and also approved

the medical leave for Buildings
and Grounds Supervisor Tom
Spera from Thursday, October 2,
through Friday, January 9.

Field trips also were approved
for the various grades at Lincoln
School: Pre-K to the Turtle Back
Zoo in West Orange; kindergar-
ten to Von Thun’s Farm in
Monmouth Junction; first grade
to the State Theater NJ in New
Brunswick; second grade to the
Monmouth Museum in Lincroft;
third grade to the Trailside Na-
ture and Science Museum in
Mountainside; fourth grade to
the Stirling Hill Mining Museum
in Ogdensburg; fifth grade to the
Liberty Science Center in Jersey
City; sixth grade to the Forest
Resource Education Center in
Jackson; seventh grade to Stokes
State Forest in Branchville; and
the eighth grade to the
Gettysburg National Military Park
in Gettysburg, Pa.

influence me in turns of the vari-
ances that we are allowing,” Chair
Feder continued. “Allowing for
that third story is much more
intense development and there-
fore causes a parking problem.

The other thing that concerns
me is the site line along Cranford
Terrace. … Putting that building
of that size seven feet from the
property line, and clearly the
homes there have a much bigger
setback, would be a detriment to
the sight lines. …It is our respon-
sibility that any development
does not negatively impact the
neighborhood,” Chair Feder said.

The board had continued the
hearing in three separate ses-
sions beginning in June. Mr.
Nimrud had a traffic engineer, a
planner, a professional engineer
and an architect testify before
the board.

During the three meetings, the
lack of on-site parking, 10 park-
ing spots were proposed where
20 were needed by code, the

stormwater runoff plan, garbage
handling, and setbacks were con-
cerns heavily discussed. Resi-
dents of Cranford Terrance, Gar-
den Place and Buchanan Street
spoke out against the applica-
tion. Residents were concerned
that patrons of the business and
the apartment dwellers would
seek parking on the street in
their neighborhood, which is al-
ready suffering from lack of park-
ing, they said.

The township committee last
Tuesday passed resolutions that
would prohibit parking on
Buchanan Street from 4 to 11
p.m., except to those who live on
Buchanan Street.

This resolution was a result of
resident of Buchanan Street
Derek Brooks’ request for stricter
parking rules on the street, which
he said experiences congested
parking.

The applicant’s traffic engineer
provided testimony that over 60
on-street parking spots were
available, and was allowable for
consideration under the law.

Residents also had concerns of
the proximity of the building to
their lot lines, garbage, and
stormwater runoff.

Since the lot is situated on a
corner, the setback for both the
side and front yard is 20 feet. The
side of the lot on Cranford Ter-
race had plans for a 7 feet set-
back where 20 were required.

Since the beginning of the ap-
plication in June, the applicant
had provided to the township
engineer’s office, a more detailed
stormwater runoff plan after the
board and residents showed con-
cerns with the plans. Last
Wednesday, Drew Venezia, a rep-
resentative for the township en-
gineer and employee of Maser
Consulting, said, a “majority of
the engineering items have been
addressed.”

Jim Brunette, who co-owns the
adjacent property situated at 500
and 502 Centennial Avenue, said,
“ I do think this application is
overkill of what could be built on
that property. …I think it is a
detriment to the area. I think the
building is too big and contains
too many apartments…. I am
objecting to it and I do think it
would have a negative impact
not only on your master plan but
your land use ordinance.”

Christine Daly of 7 Cranford
Terrace and lives next door to
the property also said the build-
ing “is too big”. “It will change
the character of the neighbor-
hood,” she said.

“There is no parking on Cranford
Terrace… It is very concerning to
me for people to come looking
for parking in my neighborhood…
It is not fair to create a parking
problem because he wants to
make more money,” Ms. Daly
said.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
IN THEIR MEMORY…Friends and family members gather at the Cranford
WTC Memorial after a service at the First Presbyterian Church in Cranford on
September 11. Boy Scout Troop 80 and representatives from the police depart-
ment, fire department and the EMTs were on hand to assist the clergy and mayor
in the ceremony.

Garwood BOE OK’s Wash. Repair

Cranford Bd. Denies Three-Story Mixed Use Bldg.
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