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Raiders Outpace Cougars, 5-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Raider Footballers Down Plainfield Cardinals, 14-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

SAVE THE DATE 

 

 

WESTFIELD BASEBALL LEAGUE SUMMER TRAVEL  

2015 TRYOUTS 

 

Tryouts for Westfield Baseball Summer 2015 Travel teams will be held October 2014 for 

the 10U, 11U and 12U teams. These teams are the current 4th, 5th and 6th graders, 

respectively. 

  

  

12U Current 6th Graders: 

    Dates:  Saturday, October 11th   Time: 8:00am - 12:00 noon 

            Saturday, October 18th   Time: 8:00am - 12:00 noon 

    Location:  Gumpert Complex 

  

    Attendance at both dates is required. 

  

11U Current 5th Graders: 

    Dates:  Saturday, October 25th   Time:  8:00am - 12:00 noon 

            Sunday,  October 26th   Time: 10:00am - 2:00pm 

    Location:  Gumpert Complex 

  

    Attendance at both dates is required. 

  

10U Current 4th Graders: 

    Dates:  Saturday October 25th   Time:  8:00am - 12:00 noon 

            Sunday   October 26th   Time: 10:00am - 2:00pm 

    Location:  Gumpert Complex 

  

    Attendance at both dates is required. 

  

  

  

ALL OTHER AGES/GRADES WILL BE HELD AT A LATER DATE 

  

  

All players must be registered to tryout. To register go to: 

www.westfieldbaseball.com 

On first down, White took a handoff
on a jet sweep around the left end for
23 yards. Fullback Kevin Maxwell
carried the ball up the middle three
times for 22 yards, including a 14
yard churning run with Plainfield
tacklers in tow that moved the ball to
the Cardinal 15.

“We were moving the ball well in
the first half,” said Raider Head
Coach Jon Stack. “We were getting
5 or 6 yards a pop, we just couldn’t
break a big run. On that scoring
drive we got a couple of big runs
from Kobe and Kevin that helped
spark us. Our offensive line won that
game with their work in the weight
room this spring. They really wore
down the defense and in that final
drive you could see that they were
getting the better of it. Both Kobe
and Kevin also work out like crazy
and they were strong and physical
on that drive when we needed it.”

Still this game would have more
twists and turns. After forcing
Plainfield to punt on its next posses-
sion, a special teams miscue by the
Raiders put the game in jeopardy.
Plainfield’s punt bounced at the
Raider 20 and hit Raider Yves
Edmond on the shoulder pad setting
off a mad scramble for the loose ball
which Plainfield recovered at the 21
with 3:44 left in the game. Edmond,
engaged in a block, had his back to
the ball when it found its way to his
shoulder pad.

“It was an unfortunate thing to have
happen to him,” said Stack. “We told
our punt returner Jordan Jones to
back up and let it roll. He yelled,
Poison, which is supposed to signal
our players to get away from the ball.
Unfortunately Yves didn’t hear it and
he got hit in the back by the ball after
it bounced. He showed some real
resilience though by breaking up a
pass play in isolation coverage after
they had a first and goal situation.
You like to see a kid bounce back
from adversity and make a play after
something like that happens.”

Plainfield moved the ball inside the
Raider 10 as the clock ticked down
below 2:00. But on second and goal
from the nine, quarterback Jason
Bryant, took the shotgun snap and
stumbled backwards, the ball coming

out of his hands as he fell to the
ground. Raider linebacker Giancarlo
Lorusso scooped the ball at the 20
yard line before taking off on a wind-
ing, spinning odyssey toward the op-
posite end zone. Lorusso fought off
several tackle attempts with stiff arms
and cut backs before finally running
out of gas and getting tackled at the
Cardinal one.

“The quarterback tripped and I saw
the ball on the ground,” said Lorusso.
“I picked it up and took off. I had no
intention of just falling to the ground
with the ball. I was thinking about
scoring. I’m disappointed that I
couldn’t get it into the end zone.”

One play later, Maxwell crashed
into the end zone with 1:28 remain-
ing to provide the Raiders with a 14-
0 margin.

Maxwell finished the game with 59

yards on 13 carries. Defensive back
Andrew Ciccarino, who kicked both
points after, sealed the game with an
interception on the next Cardinal pos-
session.

The 1-0 Raiders will host Westfield
this Saturday, September 20,, while
Plainfield, on the other hand, looks
like a better team than the 2013 edi-
tion that was winless.

“Glezman has them heading in the
right direction,” said Stack. “They
played hard out there today. They are
pretty physical themselves and they
seem to be much more disciplined
than they have been. I’m glad we
were able to beat them today.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 0 0 14 14
Plainfield 0 0 0   0 0

IRVING, PROSUK NOTCH GOALS; WILLIAMS ASSISTS

Blue Devil Soccer Boys Stump
Elizabeth Minutemen, 2-0

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield had been waiting a long
time for this one. The Blue Devils
boys soccer team earned some mea-
sure of revenge with a 2-0 victory
over Elizabeth on September 11 at
Kehler Stadium in Westfield. Seniors
Kevin Irving and Michael Prosuk each
scored a goal to help the Blue Devils
avenge a pair of losses suffered at the
hands of the Minutemen last season.

“Last year, losing a pair of games
to them was a real turn off,” said
Prosuk. “We wanted to come back
this year and give coach a chance to
notch a win over these guys. We were
really psyched up to get this done for
him.”

Head Coach Eric Shaw, now in his
second year at the helm of the pro-
gram, helped guide the Blue Devils
to a 13-6 mark last season and semi-
final appearances in both the county
and state tournaments. Thursday’s
game set up as an early season show-
down between two of the better pro-
grams in the area. Last year Elizabeth
posted a 16-5 mark, while advancing
to the county finals and the state
quarterfinal rounds.

“This was a good win for us,” said
Shaw a former standout goaltender at
Union High School. “Elizabeth has a
good team. We played very well in
the first twenty minutes of action. We
possessed the ball most of the time. I
think we dropped off a bit in the next
twenty minutes. I think the story was
similar in the second half. We con-
trolled the ball. They did not have
many quality possessions. We lost
twice to them last year so it definitely
feels good to get one early in the
season.”

Westfield did indeed dominate pos-
session throughout the game. The
Blue Devils survived an early scare
two minutes into the contest when
Elizabeth forward Maxmiliano
Acosta could not catch up with a pass
that scooted by him. Westfield
goaltender Koryn Kraemer had come
out to challenge the pass, leaving the
net wide open as Acosta raced past
him. But the ball rolled wide of the
net and out of bounds. It was really
the best scoring chance of the game
for the Minutemen. Kraemer, who
was not challenged often, came up
with 10 saves on the game.

“They are a good team and their
goaltender played outstandingly well
today,” said Elizabeth Head Coach
Joseph Cortico. “We did not get many
good shots at the net today and when
we did, he was there to make plays on
the ball.”

Westfield broke open a scoreless
tie with a great looking goal by Irving
12 minutes into the game off of a
brilliant feed from senior Matthew
Williams.

“I saw Matt dribbling past de-
fenders,” said Irving. “He was open
and really could have taken the shot
himself. He would have scored. I
just decided to run to an open spot
on the right side of the net. Matt was
totally unselfish, like always, and he
passed me the ball. The goalie had
come out to defend and I was able to
beat him over the shoulder with my
left foot. Total credit to Matt on that
goal.”

It was the kind of goal that a coach
hopes to see his team execute. The
Blue Devils moved the ball down the
field with crisp passes and good indi-
vidual ball control.

“That goal really started all the
way on the other side of the field,”
said Shaw. “Nicholas Moynihan
started it off. He transitioned it nicely

to Sam (Karnofsky) and then it went
to Kevin, I think. When Matt got
possession he did a great job moving
it into scoring position and then gave
up a totally unselfish pass to Irving
for the score.”

Leading, 1-0, at the break, Westfield
took firm control of the contest early
in the second half. Once again, it was
Williams who set up a teammate for
the scoring opportunity. Williams
penetrated past defenders and passed
the ball to Prosuk in front of the net.
Prosuk was tripped by Elizabeth’s
Eduardo Fuentes setting Prosuk up
for a penalty kick. Prosuk slipped the
ball past a diving David Rodriguez in
the right corner of the net for a 2-0
Westfield lead with 32:19 left to play
in the game.

“Matt beat two players with the
ball and got it to me in front of the
net,” said Prosuk. “I was in great
position and the defender ended up

tripping me. The penalty kick was
from point blank range, so I felt very
confident about it.”

Elizabeth really could not muster
much sustained offense the rest of the
way. Their only real scoring threat
came in the final two minutes when
Acosta’s shot from the right corner
was easily turned away by Kraemer.
Despite the fine performance, the Blue
Devils know there is plenty of room
for improvement.

“We’d like to work on our first
touch reactions in the middle of the
field,” said Shaw. “We sometimes get
in trouble with turnovers in that area
of the field. I want our guys to play
the way they are facing rather than
looking around to see where defend-
ers are coming from.”

The win gave Westfield a 2-0 mark
for the year. Elizabeth slipped to 1-1.
Elizabeth 0 0 0
Westfield 1 1 2

Blue Devils Topple Elizabeth,
Roselle Catholic in Volleyball

READY TO STRIKE...Blue Devil senior Megan Mondon strikes after a set from
teammate Leigh Scarano.

The Westfield High School girls
volleyball season opened up with a
win on September 5 against Eliza-
beth. The Lady Blue Devils won both
sets by scores of 25-10 and 25-11.

Senior/Co-Captain setter Megan
Mondon delivered five aces with 14
service points, and added two kills,
21 assists and five digs. Sophomore
Leigh Scarano led the Blue Devils
with 11 digs and added seven service
points and two assists. Senior Co-
Captain Olivia Manning notched
seven kills, and added a pair of digs.

The Blue Devils played in the pres-
tigious Jersey Classic Tournament on
September 6 in Paramus and had a
great showing. They finished second
in Pool A and advanced to the Gold
bracket.

The Blue Devils continued their
winning ways on September 9, tak-
ing revenge on two-time defending
Union County Tournament champi-
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the second goal that came 10 minutes
later when she made a right-to-left
cross to junior Kayla Diggs, who slid
the ball into the left corner.

“Tori got out wide and then gave me
a great ball into the middle, and I took
a touch, saw where the keeper was and
hit it in the corner,” Diggs said.

“We have a number of kids, who
can play up top, and they are very
fast. It’s good to have that,” Coach
Ewing said.

The Lady Cougars prevented fur-
ther Raider scoring until seven min-
utes into the second half when
Baliatico sprinted down the right-
center of the field and buried the third
goal. With a controlled 3-0 lead,
Coach Ewing was afforded the luxury
of allowing most of his subs longer
playing time.

“We played most of our bench and
a lot of the subs got to come in,”
Baliatico said.

In fact, Diggs got the opportunity
to be on the field for several minutes
with her younger sister Taylor.

“That’s my sister. I’m really proud
of her for making this team. She
worked hard. It shows when she
comes on the field and does her best,”

Diggs said.
The Raiders’ fourth goal began with

a high bouncing free kick from the
right sideline area off the foot of
sophomore Christina Rodgers with
16 minutes remaining. Cougar keeper
Dana Acocella jumped up in an effort
to grab the bouncer, but Raider Sophie
Brause saw to it that the ball was
destined to ripple the net.

Ten minutes later, goal No. 5 came
when Checchio scored off a corner
kick from teammate Alyssa
DiFrancesco.

“I told the girls it was a good team
win. Cranford is a good team. We got
a couple of breaks on some misplays
on their defense. They are a good
team. They knocked the ball around
very well,” Coach Ewing said.

“I think that we played well and I
think that we showed a lot of naysayers
that we are a force to be reckoned
with. And I think part of that is how
hard we work in practice and how
well we play with each other on the
field. There was a lot of talking and
movement today, and that was great,”
Diggs said.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 2 3 5
Cranford 0 0 0

Probitas Verus Honos

ons Roselle Catholic. Westfield won
both games by scores of 25-15 and
25-19. Mondon led the charge with
seven aces and 13 service points,
along with four kills, nine assists,
four digs and one block. Freshman
Stephanie Borr stepped up and had
one ace, six kills, one block, one dig
and one service point. Scarano had
three service points, seven digs, three
assists and an ace.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DEFENDING THE PASS...Raider defensive back Jordan Jones, No. 5, deflects a pass to a Cardinal receiver at Hub Stine
Field in Plainfield on September 13. The Raiders scored two fourth-quarter touchdowns to grab a 14-0 voctory.


