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SCHETELICH 2 TDs, CHRISTIANO TD REC, 80-YARD TD

Cougars’ Versatile ‘O’ Jolts
Blue Streak Footballers, 45-6

BALIATICO NETS 2; DIGGS, BRAUSE, CHECCHIO 1 EACH

Raider Soccer Girls Outpace
Cranford Lady Cougars, 5-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Any questions as to how well the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
girls soccer team is going to do this
season may have been answered at
Memorial Field in Cranford on Sep-
tember 11.

The 3-0 Raiders may have given
some hints with earlier shutouts over
Union (3-0) and Bayonne (6-0), but
this time they outpaced the Cougars,
who battled to a 1-1, double overtime
deadlock with another Union County
powerhouse, Westfield, and rolled to
a 5-0 victory.

“We’ve only played a few games.
We still have some things to work on.
It’s early in the season and anything
can happen. We will keep working to
improve,” Raider Head Coach Kevin
Ewing said.

Team speed had a lot to do with it,
especially in the front line with se-
nior Tori Baliatico, who placed fourth
in the 400 hurdles at the track & field
Meet of Champions last spring.

“Even though we did lose some
key players in the back, we still have
depth in our bench, which will help
us get through the season going
strong. We have people who can fill

the spots to bring us to where we
were last year,” Baliatico said.

Baliatico finished with two goals
and an assist, which included a
breakaway goal within the first two
minutes for the first score of the after-
noon.

“We were coming up together.
Corina Checchio passed me the ball.
I got a touch. It was me and the
goalie, and I hit it to the opposite
corner from where the goalie was
standing. It was pretty far from her,”
Baliatico explained.

Baliatico had a helping “foot” in

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Variety with the offensive scheme
and a persistently jarring defensive
battering put the Cranford High
School football team on the road to a
45-6 regular-season opening victory
over the Warren Hills Blue Streaks at
Memorial Field in Cranford on Sep-
tember 12.

Junior quarterback Jack Schetelich
engineered a masterful mix of run-
ning plays with key passing plays
resulting in 302 yards rushing, in-
cluding five touchdowns, and 64 yards
in the air, which included a 13-yard
touchdown strike to his favorite re-
ceiver, senior Luke Christiano.

“We were coming into this know-
ing that we were the faster team.
Warren Hills is like a powerful run-
ning team. We just knew that our
backs could outrun their linemen and
backs. We were the quicker team and
we played that to our advantage,”
Schetelich said.

All five of Schetelich’s comple-
tions were to Christiano, who also
carried five times for 128 yards, in-
cluding an 80-yard touchdown gal-
lop, all in the first half.

“It’s so easy throwing to him, be-
cause he goes after it with 110 per-
cent. He will cut off a limb to catch
something,” Schetelich said.

Schetelich, however, made the
Warren Hills defense quite nervous
with his shifty maneuvers when he
carried the ball and found the open-
ings. He carried 12 times for 82 yards,
including touchdowns runs of nine
yards and one yard plus a two-point
conversion run in the first half. He
added 14 more yards in the second
half.

“It’s kind of like instinct. I just find

them. It works out,” Schetelich said.
Schetelich also employed the tal-

ents of senior running back Donavan
Walker, and added Dan Delayo, jun-
ior Brian McGovern and sophomore
Ryan Bakie to his running attack in
the second half. Delayo had a two-
yard touchdown run in the fourth
quarter and Bakie followed with a
17-yard touchdown sprint.

What also was quite noticeable was
the dynamite coming off the foot of
junior kicker Joe Norton. Not only
did he convert all of his point after
attempts, but he also launched a 43-
yard field goal with plenty of room to
spare in the third quarter.

“I just put my head down and kick
the ball. I played soccer until the
fourth grade then in seventh grade,
we needed a kicker. I started kicking
and I still do it now. We do rugby style
on the punt and soccer style for extra
points and field goals,” Norton ex-
plained.

The Cougars’ defense frustrated the
Blue Streaks, especially their big 227-
lb running back Justin Iaione, who
was limited to 58 rushing yards on 17
carries. The special teams stopped
the Streaks in their tracks on nearly
every kickoff. Senior defensive backs
Kevin Trotter and Christiano had four
solo tackles and seven assisted tack-
les each. Senior defensive back Eric
Donohue had five solo tackles and an
assisted tackle. Junior linebacker Niko
Cappello had three solo tackles, in-
cluding a sack, and eight assists, while
junior linebacker Ethan Tom had two
solos, six assists and a fumble recov-
ery. Defensive lineman Jake Matthews
had a fumble recovery.

“We drive, we try to play well and
we just come out here and play. Iaione
was our main player we had to play

off. He’s a good running back, but I
think we stopped him well enough.
He didn’t have too many good runs,”
Trotter said.

The Cougars’ first touchdown came
on a 13-play, 71-yard drive that was
concluded when Schetelich hooked
up with Christiano for a 13-yard score
with 6:18 on the clock.

One play was all it took for the next
Cranford touchdown when
Christiano, with the help of lineman
Kevin Doran’s block, galloped 80
yards for the score with 7:48 left in
the second quarter. Schetelich ran in
the two-point conversion.

Matthew’s fumble recovery at the
Streaks’ 15 set up the Cougars’ next
score. After Walker carried to the
nine, Schetelich slipped in for the
touchdown, making the score, 22-0.
Two minutes later, Norton booted his
43-yard field goal then with 47 sec-
onds left of the half, the Cougars
completed a 53-yard drive with
Schetelich’s one-yard touchdown run.

The Blue Streaks’ only score came
with 11:03 remaining in the game
when Iaione bashed in from the one
after an 11-play, 62-yard drive. The
Cougars answered with a nine-play,
63-yard scoring drive when Delayo
scooted two yards for the touchdown.
The final Cranford score took only
three plays when Bakie sprinted 17
yards for the touchdown.

“It feels great. There’s nothing like
it. There’s nothing like coming out
here and getting that win,” Trotter
said.

The Cougars will travel to
Somerville tomorrow, Friday, Sep-
tember 19, to face the Pioneers at 7
p.m.
Warren Hills   0   0   0   6 6
Cranford   7 25   0 14 45
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SQUELCHING A BLUE STREAK...Cougar linebacker Mike Palumbo, No. 5, and lineman Will Fries, No. 51, squash
Warren Hills running back Justin Iaione, No. 45, at Memorial Field on September 12. The Cougars won, 45-6.

More photos
www.goleader.com

Ballyhoo Sports

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BIG SCRAMBLE IN THE BOX...Cougar Siobhan McGovern leaps in front of Raider Corina Checchio, No. 5, during a
scramble in the box at Memorial Field in Cranford on September 11. The Raiders won, 5-0.

More photos www.goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

 The Westfield Baseball League 
Annual 

2014 Golf Outing! 
Monday October 13, 2014 

Echo Lake Country Club, Westfield, NJ 

10-11:30am Registration & Practice 
11:00am Lunch 

12:30pm Shotgun Start 
Cocktails 5:00pm  

Dinner, Auction 7:00pm 

Corporate & Hole Sponsors Welcome! 

For registration information go to: www.westfieldbaseball.com

All proceeds of the Annual WBL Golf Outing will go towards further renovations to 

the Gumbert Complex and Tamaques fields. 

 


