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The 1993 PAL football team went 4-5, but some team members were later
involved in historic win No. 500 for WHS. Front row (from left): J.R. Young,
Bobby Baykowski, Jason Osborne, Rasheed Hawks, Joe Murphy, Rob McCullam;
middle row: Tim Thorpe, Drew Tabor, Jason Krieger, Sam Edge, Greg Mont-
gomery, Greg Jackson, Eric Larsen, Matt Hughes, Jay Lonseth; back row: coach
Joe Walsh, coach Ken Ciarrocca, Rafael Romano, Chris Owens, Greg Gorski,
Brendan Hickey, Tom Langton, Marcus Thornton, Dan Norton, Dan Megaro,
Jesse Kaiser, coach Tim Doerr, coach Greg Gorski.

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Milestones on Horizon
For Coaches, Teams

The 1997 WHS football team went 6-3 and won the program’s 500th game on Nov.
2, 1997. The team’s seniors (from left): Jason Krieger, Steve Abeles, Rasheed
Hawks, Greg Gorski, Bob Baykowski, Brendan Hickey and Jason Osborne.

As everyone knows, when it comes
to high school sports, football is the
straw that stirs the drink, the spoon
that stirs the pot. Right or wrong, a
school’s public persona is usually
determined by the success of that
school’s football team.

At WHS, that hasn’t been a prob-
lem too often. In the 1930s under Bob
Duncan, the 1940s under Joe Free-
man, the 1960s and ’70s under Gary
Kehler, and in the 1990s and early
2000’s under Ed Tranchina, and for
the last eight years under Jim
DeSarno, the Blue Devils have en-
joyed much success.

In fact, they come into the 2014
season with 591 “verified” victories
over high schools, prep schools or
college freshman teams. Wins against
alumni teams or local athletic asso-
ciations are not included, although
some schools count all wins no mat-
ter the level of opposition.

WHS currently ranks fifth in New

Jersey, behind Phillipsburg (650),
Montclair (614), Paulsboro (605) and
Hammonton (604). Atlantic City
(590) is in contention with WHS for
the fifth team with 600 victories.

Reaching 600 this year will be dif-
ficult, since it would take nine victo-
ries. But DeSarno’s club has some
major talent, so anything is possible.

Using “100 Years of Blue Devils
Football” as a guide, here are the five
milestone wins for WHS football:

100: Oct. 1, 1927 – 6-0 over
Morristown

200: Oct. 19, 1946 – 21-0 over
Roselle Park

300: Oct. 3, 1964 – 20-6 over
Cranford

400: Dec. 4, 1976 – 14-0 over
Plainfield

500: Nov. 2, 1997 – 34-0 over
Cranford

Some other WHS coaches and teams
could hit major victory milestones
during the school year, including:

The volleyball team came into the
2014 season with 490 victories. Vol-
leyball coach Bev Torok came in with
395 career coaching wins – 320 in
volleyball and 75 in girls swimming.

Girls tennis coach Matt Varhley
came in with 95 wins.

Softball coach Caitlin MacDonald
comes into the 2015 season with 94
wins.

The golf team comes in with 992
“verified” victories.

The boys lacrosse team comes in
with 398 victories.

RECORD-TYING DAY
While the football team came up

short in its opener against Montgom-
ery last Saturday, the game did pro-
duce some fireworks. Senior quarter-
back Andrew Malacrea, in his first
varsity start, completed 19 passes,
tying Joe Monninger’s 34-year-old
school record set against Plainfield in
1970. Fellow senior Sean Elliott was
on the receiving end of nine of those
passes, tying the school record held
by Pete Ondi (2011 vs. Immaculata)
and Dylan Elliott (last year vs. Ridge).

FOOTBALL UPDATE
The 54th meeting of WHS and

SPFHS will take place Saturday, 1
p.m., at Perry Tyson Field. The Dev-
ils won in 2013 and have won the last
five meetings to lead the series 38-
13-2.

It was a shock to hear that the
Raiders would be without Rashan
Gary this season, the big guy having
transferred to Paramus Catholic. My
first thought was this: if the kid is so
good that he’s reportedly getting of-
fers from Alabama, Ohio State,
Florida State and Rutgers for his play
as a sophomore on a 2-8 team, is there
somebody better who’s going to come
along with a better offer because he’s

at Paramus Catholic? The Giants?
The Patriots?

The kid is a 6-foot-4, 290-pound
beast. And PC’s schedule (five in-
Jersey, four non-Jersey) is tougher
than SPF’s. But the Raiders’ schedule
of Plainfield, Westfield, Ridge, North
Hunterdon, Linden, Montgomery,
Immaculata, Warren Hills and
Phillipsburg isn’t exactly shabby.

There is, of course, that potential
state championship trophy – PC has
won the last two Non-Public A titles

– that will surely collect lots of dust in
the back of a closet.

What it comes down to is, you can’t
blame the kid or his parents for want-
ing to better himself and play top
competition. And you can’t blame
PC for trying to get the best players it
can, even if it’s a 45-minute commute
each way. And you can’t blame the
SPFHS administration and coaches
for getting ticked off when its home-
grown talent goes elsewhere.

BASEBALL UPDATE
The first Mike Murray Sr. Memo-

rial Fund golf outing will be held
Friday, Oct. 17, at Galloping Hill
Golf Course in Kenilworth. It prom-
ises to be a day of great fun with much
great baseball talk.

The fund awards scholarships to
deserving local athletes, assists local
youth groups in providing proper
equipment and support, and gives
need-based support to local youth to
open doors through participation in
athletics.

Learn more about the golf outing
details at
www.golfdigestplanner.com/26607-
MJMSrMemor ia lGol fOut ing /
index.html, and also visit the fund
website at www.murray15.com.

Speaking of Big Mike, his son A.J.
(’11) had an outstanding summer in
the Cape Code Baseball League. Play-
ing for the Chatham Anglers, the jun-
ior at Georgia Tech hit .317 in 43
games, with six doubles and six home
runs (tied for second in CCBL). He
also had 32 RBI (third), and was hit
by a pitch 11 times (second). Older
brother Mike Murray hit .347 for the
Anglers back in 2009.

And Jay Cook (’02), one of Mike
Sr.’s proteges, recently joined the
WHS physical education department
as a fulltime teacher. At WHS Cook
won three letters each in football,
basketball and baseball, so he could
end up a valuable addition to the
coaching staffs of each of those sports.

Cook also played this summer on
the Westfield Tomahawks baseball
team, which included WHS grads
Brett Picaro, Jeff Bendix, Oscar Perez,
Jake Fox, Nick Galasso, Johnny

Brunetto, Ben Koket and Mike
Buontempo. They were joined by
SPFHS grads Gary Binkewitz,
Marcus Rivera, Lou Mazzella and
Steve Ciccarino. The Tomahawks fin-
ished with a 13-8-1 record in the
Amateur Baseball Association’s Elite
Wood, American Division. Cook hit
all four of the team’s home runs this
summer.

THIS AND THAT
The Union County Girls Tennis

Tournament will be held today and
tomorrow at the Donald Blake Tennis
Complex next to Plainfield’s Hub Stine
Field. Westfield finished tied for sec-
ond last fall, after winning the previ-
ous eight UCTs. This is the 39th year
of the tournament, which Westfield
has won 17 times. The Blue Devils
will then complete a busy four-day
stretch by competing at the
Moorestown Invitational, down in
south Jersey, on Saturday and Sunday.

IN THE GENES
Sutton Wunderle, heading into her

senior year at Simsbury High, was
named first team Class L attack on the
Connecticut all-state team. The 53-
goal scorer, bouncing back strong
from a torn ACL injury, is the daugh-
ter of former WHS swim standouts
Christina (Caroe) and Max Wunderle
(both WHS ’88). Sutton also starred
for Simsbury’s state champion ice
hockey team last winter. Brothers
Hagen (15) and Torben (13) are also
highly skilled lacrosse players. (PS:
Today is Max and Christina’s 21st
wedding anniversary!)

IN PASSING
Harris Mosher (’54) passed away

last week in Salford Township, Pa., at
age 78. The retired veterinarian had
been a three-sport standout at WHS –
a two-way end on the football team, a
three-year starter (611 career points)
and co-captain of the basketball team,
and co-captain of the track team,
where he ran sprints and hurdles and
threw the discus. He also played foot-
ball and basketball at the University
of Delaware.

Richard Kiel passed away last week
at age 74. The 7-foot-1 actor was
most famous for playing Jaws in the
James Bond movies “The Spy Who
Loved Me” and “Moonraker.”
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WWW.CALLAHAN-ASLANIAN.COM�
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  209 Central Avenue Westfield 908-233-5555�

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVIL GYMNASTS...Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Kathryn Gonzalez, Sarah Fox, Sydney Keenan, Alexis
Fasano and Nicole Dispenza; middle row, Lexi Holzer, Emily Kelly, Zoe Federbusch, Molly Greenberg and Megan Troutman;
back row, Carlie Fasano, Hannah Prieto, Mae Devin, Hannah Goldring, Jenna Rizkalla, Megan Melillo and Jessica Keenan.

DEVIN, GOLDRING, RIZKALLA SELECTED CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Gymnasts Open
Season With Win Over ALJ

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

New co-head coaches, several new
talented underclassmen and experi-
enced senior leadership appears to
point to a very promising season for
this year’s Westfield High School
(WHS) gymnastics team.

Two WHS alumnae and former
gymnasts, Laurie (nee Hogan)
McCormack (1999) and Amanda
Diaz (2007) share the duties as Co-
Head Coaches.

McCormack, who competed un-
der former coach Ellen Kovacs, said
“My specialty was probably bars and,
of course, vault, the layout
Tsuk[ahara]. Another strong point
was the double backs [somersaults]
on floor. It’s so great to be back here,
coming back home. These girls are a
great bunch, [there is] a lot of talent
with the older girls and the younger
girls coming up. We are looking for a
really great season.”

Amanda, who competed under
former coach Melissa Greenwald,
added, “My specialty was floor. I
love to dance and I love tumbling, so
it’s nice to incorporate both aspects
into one routine. It was always nice to
show your personality on the floor.”

In fact, Diaz as the assistant under
Greenwald, had shown her abilities
as a handstand specialist at the Cou-
gar Invitational last year.

“I have been the assistant for the
past two years, and I have been the
handstand champion for the coaches
the past two years,” she said.

Seniors Mae Devin, Hannah
Goldring and Jenna Rizkalla have
been selected team captains and were
expected to receive much support
from freshmen Alexis Fasano, Sarah

Fox, Syndney Keenan, Molly
Greenberg, Kate Gonzalez and Nicole
Dispenza, along with senior Zoe
Federbusch, sophomore Hannah
Prieto and juniors Jess Keenan and
Meg Melillo.

“We have seven new girls on the
team, and they all have different strong
points in different events, so they are
definitely going to bring the team to-
gether as a whole. Alexis Fasano is
definitely going to be a freshman to
watch. She’s strong on all of her events.
She will bring a different spark to this
team. We are going to be solid, as long
as we stay focused and keep having
fun,” Coach Diaz said.

“We have good freshman. We got
Sarah Fox. We got Alexis Fasano,
Syndney Keenan. Those are the three
to watch. And we have juniors Jess
Keenan and Meg Melillo, and sopho-
more Hannah Prieto. We have a wide
array, and even the ones not men-
tioned, we see a lot of potential,”
Coach McCormack said.

“A lot of our top gymnasts are our
seniors and they have taken the lead-
ership role and have been working
well with the team,” Coach Diaz added.

On the county level, the Blue Dev-
ils had won every Cougar Invitational
since 2006 except 2011 when
Cranford took top honors, and won
eight straight Union County Tourna-
ment (UCT) titles. Rizkalla is the
defending all-around champion in
both tournaments.

“She is continuing to grow with
her skills from last year. She’s added
a couple skills on her events this year,
so we are looking forward to great
things from Jenna,” Coach Diaz said.

Devin was the UCT champion on the
uneven bars and placed fourth all-

around. Goldring won the balance beam
and the floor exercises at the Cougar.

“They were both key competitors
last year and we are making sure that
they are key competitors this year,”
Coach Diaz said.

“I think Clark’s got a great team
this year. They have a new coach.
Scotch Plains is always a solid com-
petitor and Summit is doing well this
year. They are on the radar,” Coach
McCormack, who had coached at
Summit, said.

Last year the Blue Devils edged
out Bishop Ahr for the sectional title
then placed third at the state team
tournament.

“Bishop Ahr is in our section. We
are always looking for them. Holmdel
has been a good team. I know a lot of
the south Jersey teams are big com-
petitors, and we don’t get to see them
all season. Once we get to that state
competition, it’s out of our comfort
zone, so a lot of the south Jersey teams
we will be keeping an eye on through-
out the season,” Coach Diaz said.

The Blue Devils kicked off the
season with a 106.975-105.475 win
over the A. L. Johnson Crusaders in
Westfield on September 15.

Rizkalla and Goldring turned in
strong performances, while Jessica
Keenan, Melillo and Fasano helped
secure the win for the Blue Devils.
Westfield 106.975, Johnson 105.475
All Around: 1. Payton Wiese 35.4 (J) 2.
Goldring 35.1 3. Gina Ferdinandi 34.2 (J)
Vault: 1. Melillo 9.0 (W) 2. Jessica Keenan
8.975 (W) 3. Kelsey Briscese 8.95 (J)
Uneven Bars: 1. Rizkalla 9.075 (W) 2.
Fasano 8.85 (W) 3. Devin 8.7 (W)
Balance Beam: 1. Wiese 8.9 (J) 2.
Briscese 8.775 (J) 3. Goldring 8.75 (W)
Floor Exercise: T1. Wiese 9.3 (J) T1.
Rizkalla 9.3 (W) 2. Ferdinandi 9.275 (J) 3.
Jessica Keenan 9.1 (W).

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the under-
signed has applied to the Zoning Board of
Adjustment of the Township of Scotch
Plains for the relief described below in
connection with the addition of a second
outdoor swimming pool, adjacent to the
existing swimming pool, at the Jewish
Community Center of Central New Jersey
site, on premises located at 1391 Martine
Avenue, and shown on the Tax Maps of
the Township of Scotch Plains as Block
10401, Lot 1.0101. The relief requested is
as follows:

1. A variance, pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40:55D-70d(3) regarding deviation from a
conditional use standard, as to the re-
quirement in §23-5.2f1(e) of the Scotch
Plains Zoning Ordinance, which requires
that all activities on-site be carried on within
an enclosed building.

2. A variance from §23-3.4A and the
schedule thereto, with regard to maximum
percentage of lot coverage.

3. A waiver of site plan approval.
4. Such other relief as may be required,

including any variances or other relief re-
quired in connection with existing non-
conforming conditions or variances previ-
ously granted.

Copies of the application, plans and other
supporting documents are on file in the
Office of the Zoning Board of Adjustment,
430 Park Avenue, 2nd Floor, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey 07076, and are available there
for public inspection during regular busi-
ness hours, Monday through Friday, ex-
cept holidays.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that
this matter has been placed on the agenda
of the Township of Scotch Plains Zoning
Board for October 2, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. at
the Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076 at which
time you may appear in person or by
attorney and present any comments or
objections you may have to the relief
sought.

JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER OF
CENTRAL NEW JERSEY

1391 Martine Avenue
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
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