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SR. CATANZARO RETURNS KICKOFF 87 YARDS FOR TD

Montgomery Cougars Scorch
Blue Devil Footballers, 30-19

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

University of West Virginia bound
quarterback Chris Chugunov hooked
up with wide receiver Tyler Young
four times for 186 yards to provide
the “ouch” in the Montgomery High
School football team’s 30-19 victory
over Westfield at Kehler Stadium in
Westfield on September 13.

Chugunov completed 15 of 26
passes for 298 yards, which included
respective touchdown passes of 72
yards and 63 yards to Young. Addi-
tional yardage was tacked on to his
passing game due to Blue Devil pen-
alties.

Aware of the danger that Chugunov
presented, the Blue Devils’ defense,
led by senior linebacker Jackson
Simcox, keyed in on him and tossed
him for several losses, especially on
their first two offensive series where
the Cougars were forced to three-

and-out situations.
“Absolutely! There was a bunch of

hype. We came out firing. I think we
really did control him, except for a
few plays they killed us. With a kid
that talented, you can’t give him those
opportunities,” Simcox said.

All four of Young’s catches were
the same sprinting patterns right
down the middle of the field.

“He was a heck of a player. He
made plays. We didn’t step up the
way we should have. Give Ish[mael]
Galasco credit. He’s a sophomore.
He had the task of covering him one-
on-one most of the game,” Simcox
said.

Since graduating several members
of last year’s outstanding defensive
line, there had been some concerns
about how the new makeup would
perform this season.

“We have a decent amount of expe-
rience there. Cotter [Spurlock] played

a lot. Harry Williamson played a lot
before he got hurt. Physically, we are
there, but mentally we haven’t gotten
there yet, which is going to come in
time. Last year, our offensive line
didn’t understand it mentally, but they
got there eventually. Once we get the
mental side coming for everybody,
we will roll,” Simcox said.

Blue Devil senior quarterback An-
drew Malacrea came through with an
effective passing game, completing
19 of 29 for 164 yards, including a
17-yard touchdown strike to senior
flanker Sean Elliott, who finished with
nine receptions for 86 yards. Junior
running back Jack Curry carried 26
times for 154 yards, including a 10-
yard touchdown sprint. Tight end
Chris Boutsikaris had four receptions
for 22 yards, fullback Nick
Buontempo had three receptions for
29 yards and JD Marner had three for

WHITE RUSHES 111 YARDS, 1 TD; MAXWELL ADDS TD

SPF Football Raiders Ground
Plainfield Cardinals, 14-0
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By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior running backs Kobe White
and Kevin Maxwell powered Scotch
Plains-Fanwood to a 14-0 victory over
Plainfield on September 13 at Hub
Stine Field in Plainfield in the season
opener for both teams. White and
Maxwell provided the offense during
a bone crushing 13-play, 70-yard scor-
ing drive that broke open a scoreless
game late in the fourth quarter. White
and Maxwell combined for all 70
yards on the scoring march that cul-
minated with White bursting into the
end zone untouched from two yards
out.

“Everybody got together prior to
the start of that drive,” said White.
“We knew we had to shove it down
their throats on that drive. Shout outs
to our O-line because they really came
alive when we needed it most. The
Plainfield defense is very physical.

This may have been the most physi-
cal game I’ve played in. Our offen-
sive line really fought hard and moved
them off of the ball during that drive.”

White finished the game with 27
carries for 111 yards and one touch-
down. But nothing came easy. Every
yard was hard fought. With the game
played under a steady rain, which
began falling midway through the
opening quarter, it was Plainfield that
threatened to score first. The Cardi-
nals began a methodical drive that
started at their own 41 yard line with
6:34 left in the first quarter. Ten plays
later they had moved to the Raider
one yard line.

The Raider defense stiffened and
produced a rousing goal line stand.
Three straight runs into the middle of
the Raider line could not get the nose
of the ball across the goal line. On
fourth and inches, the Cardinals opted
to go for it but running back DJ

Kennedy was stopped for no gain by
the middle of the Raider line.

“That was definitely the key se-
quence in the game,” said Plainfield’s
first year head coach Jason Glezman.
“Not a whole lot you can say about it
from our end. We had four shots to get
it in and we could not win the battle at
the line of scrimmage. Give them
credit over there. They stiffened and
filled gaps.”

Both defenses controlled the first
half as the two squads went to the
break tied 0-0. The defenses contin-
ued to dominate in the third quarter
and into the fourth period until the
Raiders began their epic scoring march.
Plainfield had backed up the Raiders
at their own 15 after a nice punt from
Moneta-Kai Price. But a personal foul
on the play against the Cardinals moved
the ball out to the Scotch Plains 30
with 10:28 left to play.

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NOT LETTING A CARDINAL GET INTO THE END ZONE...Raider linebacker Kevin Maxwell, No. 44, and Alex
Mirabella stop Cardinal DJ Kennedy from getting into the end zone. The Raiders defeated Plainfield, 14-0, on September
13 at Hub Stine Field in Plainfield.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FIRMLY IN THE GRASP...Blue Devil inside linebacker Jackson Simcox, No. 44, and company bring down Montgomery
Cougar quarterback Chris Churgunov, No. 5, in the season opener at Gary Kehler Stadium on September 13.
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