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No Power?

TO THE RESCUE!

Proud to serve Westfield

At Merrill Lynch, 
we’re proud to share 
your goals and 
your community
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Portfolio Manager, PIA Program

908.789.4331

Merrill Lynch  
530 South Avenue 
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Life’s better when we’re connected®
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prepare for the future and create a strategy that’s uniquely yours. 
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Lance, Kean, Bramnick
Remember 9/11

Federal and state representatives
from the readership area of The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times released state-
ments this remembering those lives
lost on 9/11. They are as follows:

On this most somber day we recall
the memories, images and emotions
that will never be forgotten. We re-
member the exact spot we stood when
we heard the news that our country
was under attack and we vividly re-
call the pain of a wounded nation. We
will never forget the lives lost that
terrible day, nor the lives lost in de-
fense of our nation in the years that
followed.

Though the horrific memories are
unshakeable, let us never forget the
stories of tremendous heroism and
self-sacrifice from that day and the
bravery and courage of those who
have put on the nation’s uniform to
serve and protect us from the dangers
we still face. May God continue to
bless the United States of America.

Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th)

Thirteen years ago, thousands of
innocent Americans became sudden
victims of terror. Today, we remem-
ber and pay tribute to those who truly
embodied perseverance, courage, and
heroism not only on September 11,

2001, but also during the difficult
days of recovery and rebuilding. We
hold first responders and victim’s
families in our hearts. Their strength
stands as a testament to American
resiliency. Today, we reflect on how
our nation has come together in the
past 13 years to overcome one of the
darkest days of our history. We re-
member and honor those who gave
and make tremendous sacrifices for
us all.

Sen. Tom Kean, Jr.
(R-21, Westfield)

Our country still remembers and
mourns the loss of the innocent vic-
tims who died on this infamous day.
We also honor and appreciate those
who responded to the scenes of these
attacks and their bravery in risking
their lives to save others.

The American spirit was tested 13
years ago. Our country responded
with the same determination and com-
mitment it always has when tragedy
strikes. Each day, we must renew the
spirit we found in the aftermath of the
attacks, when neighbor comforted
neighbor and we joined together as a
stronger America.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
(R-21, Westfield)

Lance Votes To Protect
Group Health Insurance

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) has voted in
favor of bipartisan legislation that
would allow workers to keep their
health plans and preserve access to
affordable group healthcare cover-
age otherwise unavailable under
ObamaCare. The Employee Health
Care Protection Act (H.R. 3522),
which passed the House by a vote of
247 to 167, would permit existing
group insurance plans to remain on
the market, preventing any
ObamaCare-forced changes as seen
last year in millions of cancellations
of individual insurance plans.

“Americans were repeatedly told
by the President that ‘if you like your
healthcare plan, you can keep it’ but
we now know that was not true,” said
Mr. Lance, who as a member of the
House Energy and Commerce Health
Subcommittee helped craft the legis-
lation. “Today the House is acting in
a bipartisan capacity to renew the
President’s broken promise and en-
sure that millions of working fami-
lies currently in the group insurance
market won’t see their health care

taken away because of ObamaCare.”
Passage of H.R. 3522 comes on the

heels of reports that many employees
of small businesses will soon be re-
ceiving notices informing them that
their existing health plans are being
canceled. Insurance industry experts
testified before the Energy and Com-
merce Committee that approximately
50 million American workers with
fully-insured coverage face plan can-
cellations or disruptions because of
ACA requirements and regulations.

Mr. Lance also said the House-
passed measure is fiscally respon-
sible. According to the non-partisan
Congressional Budget Office (CBO),
the bill would lower the deficit by
$1.25 billion.

“The Employee Health Care Pro-
tection Act is a common-sense pro-
posal that will protect the American
people from one of ObamaCare’s
many broken promises. It is fiscally
responsible, provides more health
plan options with lower premiums
and allows Americans to keep more
of what the earn,” the 7th District
lawmaker concluded.

NEWEST TEA HOUSE...The Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce (GWACC)
held a ribbon cutting at The Mulberry House, 415 Westfield Avenue, last week.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Tim York, GWACC; Mayor Andrew Skibitsky;
Jenna DeLorenzi, co-owner of Mulberry House; Anders Goldkuhl, co-owner and
chef, and Darielle Walsh, and Gene Jannotti, both of GWACC. The restaurant
is the former home of Anna Beal’s Tea Room.

Scutari Alimony Reform
Legislation Now Law

TRENTON – Bipartisan legisla-
tion sponsored by Senator Nicholas
Scutari (D-22nd, Linden) to reform
New Jersey’s alimony laws has been
signed by the governor.

“These reforms modernize New
Jersey’s laws to establish clearer
guidelines for the award or modifica-
tion of alimony,” Sen. Scutari said.
“This will better ensure that awards
reflect the life circumstances of each
party, both at the time of separation
and into the future. It will also give
couples who are separating more
confidence in the process and a better
understanding of how the proceed-
ings will progress.”

The law (A-845/Senate Commit-
tee Substitute for S-488/S-1808) clari-
fies certain factors concerning the
awarding, modification, and termi-
nation of alimony judgments or
awards. It sets out specific grounds
for modification and termination of
alimony awards when the obligor
retires, loses his or her job, or other-
wise has a reduction in income, or
when the obligee cohabitates with
another person. The law also elimi-
nates the phrase “permanent alimony”
in state statutes and replaces it with
“open durational alimony” to reflect
the fact that alimony orders can be

modified by the court upon a change
of circumstances.

In addition, the law provides that for
any marriage or civil union less than 20
years in duration, the total duration of
alimony could not, except in excep-
tional circumstances, exceed the length
of the marriage or civil union. It would
create a rebuttable presumption that an
obligor’s responsibility to pay alimony
would terminate upon the obligor’s
reaching the age of retirement as estab-
lished by federal law. The bill would
also require judges ruling on alimony-
related petitions to submit written find-
ings of fact and conclusions of law
supporting their rulings in these mat-
ters.

The Assembly approved the bill by
a vote of 75-0-4. The Senate ap-
proved the bill by a vote of 30-3.

Garwood Residents Invited
To Hear Borough Candidates
GARWOOD – Borough residents

will have a chance to hear the candi-
dates for mayor and Borough Coun-
cil during two October appearances
at the Pointe, the condominium com-
plex between Maple and Chestnut
Streets.

They will also have an opportunity
to propose questions to be asked of
the candidates during those sessions.
Questions may be sent to
PointeForum@gmail.com.

The mayoral  candidates,
Salvatore Piarulli, a Republican,
and Charles P. Lombardo, a Demo-
crat, will appear on Thursday, Oc-
tober 16. The council candidates,
Carol Kearney and Tina Simitz,
Republicans, and Louis Petruzzelli
and Sara Todisco, incumbent
Democrats, will speak on Thurs-
day, October 23. The sessions will
begin at 7:30 p.m.  In both cases, the
candidates are expected to discuss
such issues as taxes, the long-de-
layed athletic complex, recent flood-
ing and rodent infestations in some
parts of the borough and the redevel-
opment of North and South Avenues.

“These meetings are a tradition
begun a year ago,” said Christine
Spear, the president of the
condominium’s board. “Since our
clubhouse provides a suitable room,
we decided to make it available so
that Garwood voters could get a
clearer picture of what’s at stake in
the election.”

Light refreshments will be served
at each event. Parking is available in
the large lot behind the commercial

buildings on North Avenue between
Maple and Chestnut Streets. A stair-
way leads from the lot to the clubhouse.

FW Resident Gets
Christie Appointment
TRENTON — Governor Chris

Christie has appointed Jamie C. Hilton
of Fanwood as an applicant/recipient
of CBVI vocational rehabilitation ser-
vices for the New Jersey Commission
for the Blind and Visually Impaired
State Rehabilitation Advisory Council.

Assembly Panel Advances
Bills on Domestic Violence

TRENTON — Republicans
Caroline Casagrande (R-11th, Free-
hold) and Nancy Muñoz (R-21st,
Summit) lauded the action taken last
week by the Assembly Women and
Children Committee which released
a package of bills addressing domes-
tic violence. Both legislators are mem-
bers of the committee.

“We heard testimony from people on
the front lines of domestic violence that
the Ray Rice case wasn’t rare,” Asw.
Casagrande said. “Even though com-
mon sense dictates that knocking some-
one unconscious is an attempt to cause
serious bodily injury, these charges are
frequently downgraded. There is clearly
a disconnect between the legislative in-
tent regarding domestic violence and
how the law is applied in the courtroom.
Reducing charges that allow a violent
act to go unpunished trivializes the seri-
ousness of this crime.”

The five-bill package requires
counseling for domestic violence of-
fenders; establishes the justification
of self-defense by victims; creates a

program to assist victims reintegrate
into society; and permits a witness
under age 16 to testify by closed
circuit television in domestic crime
prosecutions.

“Physical assault is an act of vio-
lence,” Asw. Muñoz said. “The re-
cent event regarding Ray Rice and
his then fiancé brings this important
issue to the forefront. The Legisla-
ture is committed to protecting the
public from violent acts. Today’s bill
package addresses the victims’ needs,
and we must also make clear there is
an intent to punish those guilty of
committing this heinous crime.”

GW Mayor to Resume
Mayor’s Saturdays

GARWOOD – After a summer break
Garwood Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi
will resume meeting with residents in
her office at the Borough Hall, on Sat-
urday, September 20. from 10 a.m. to
noon. No appointment is necessary
and the meetings are private.

Residents are urged to stop in and
the mayor will answer questions and
assist with resolving issues that they
may have. Mayor’s Saturdays are on
the third Saturday of each month.

Holt to Hold Workshop
On Higher Ed. Aid

PLAINFIELD — Rep. Rush Holt
(D-12th) invites all interested high
school and middle school students and
their families to learn more about fed-
eral and state financial aid programs.
The program will be held this Tuesday,
September 23, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at
Plainfield High School, 800 Park Av-
enue, Plainfield. The 12th  Congres-
sional District Mr. Holt represents in-
cludes Scoth Plains and Fanwood.

Presentations will be made by rep-
resentatives from Rutgers University
Office of Financial Aid and New Jer-
sey Higher Education Student
Affordability (HESAA). Represen-
tatives will be available after the pre-
sentations for questions.
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