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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GRETA’S LEGACY…Runners line up at the start of the second annual Greta’s
Run 5K held on Sunday morning in Westfield. Sponsored by the Westfield Area
“Y,” the event is held in memory of Greta Schoenemann, a Westfield High School
student who died from injuries sustained on September 11, 2002 while at school.
All proceeds benefit new and existing programs for young adults with special
needs at the “Y.”

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PERFECT FORMATION…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Marching
Band performs on September 13 at Hub Stine Field in Plainfield at the football
season opener.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ALL SMILES…A runner sports a Greta’s Run tattoo during the Westfield Area
‘Y’ sponsored 5K of the same name held Sunday morning in Westfield.

for the study itself first.
The panel’s goal is to be able to

give citizens enough information to
determine the viability of a consoli-
dation, in terms of savings and local
services. Also, producing a video
explaining the goals of the commis-
sion and the status of the two commu-
nities is being discussed as a tool to
attract donors and foundations.

Mr. Parisi said all interested citi-
zens are invited to attend the next
commission meeting to get more in-
formation or express their views on
the study.

The next commission meeting will
be Wednesday, October 8, at 7 p.m.,
at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education Administration Build-
ing on Evergreen Avenue in Scotch
Plains.
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Consolidation

CF Bd. Denies Mixed-Use
Bldg. on Centennial Ave.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The WScotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Planning Board denied, 8-0, last
Wednesday Emanuel Nimrud’s ap-
plication to permit construction of
a new multi-use building and park-
ing lot at 496 Centennial Avenue,
which is a B-3 Zone. Mr. Nimrud
was looking to redevelop the site
that once housed Arnold’s Pest Con-
trol and two apartments that were
destroyed by a fire.

Mr. Nimrud sought the following
variances and design waivers: to
exceed the maximum allowable
height and stories; less than the
minimum required parking spaces;
less than the minimum required
front-yard setback, and no loading
zone provided. He presented plans
for a three-story building, 35 feet
high, with retail on the ground level
and two floors containing six apart-
ments. The zoning law allows a
maximum of two stories and 35
feet.

“I agree with my colleagues
here… Your planner provided some
interesting points for us to con-
sider. I disagree with the need for
housing that he mentions. We are
addressing that need with develop-
ments we have approved on South
Avenue,” Planning Board Chair-
woman Lynda Feder said.

Planner for the applicant, Roger
DeNiscia, testified last Wednesday
that the applicant was providing bar-
rier-free apartments that would al-
low for persons with handicaps or
disabilities to live there. “Rental units
such as this are in short supply,” he
said.

“I do think some comments do
influence me in terms of the vari-
ances that we are allowing,” Ms.
Feder continued. “Allowing for that
third story is much more intense
development and therefore causes
a parking problem. The other thing
that concerns me is the sightline
along Cranford Terrace ... Putting
that building of that size seven feet
from the property line, and clearly
the homes there have a much bigger
setback, would be a detriment to the
sightlines … It is our responsibility
that any development does not nega-
tively impact the neighborhood.”

The board had continued the hear-
ing in three separate sessions begin-
ning in June. Mr. Nimrud had a traf-
fic engineer, a planner, a profes-
sional engineer and an architect tes-
tify before the board.

During the three meetings, the lack
of on-site parking, 10 proposed park-

ing spots where 20 were needed by
code, the storm water runoff plan,
garbage handling, and setbacks were
concerns heavily discussed. Resi-
dents of Cranford Terrace, Garden
Place and Buchanan Street spoke
out against the application. Resi-
dents were concerned that patrons
of the business and the apartment
dwellers would seek parking on the
street in their neighborhood, which
is already suffering from lack of
parking, they said.

The township committee last Tues-
day passed resolutions that would
prohibit parking on Buchanan Street
from 4 to 11 p.m., except to those
who live on Buchanan Street. This
action was a result of Buchanan
Street resident Derek Brooks’ re-
quest for stricter parking rules on
the street, which he said experiences
congested parking.

The applicant’s traffic engineer
provided testimony that over 60 on-
street parking spots were available,
and was allowable for consideration
under the law.

Residents also had concerns re-
garding the proximity of the build-
ing to their lot lines, garbage and
storm water runoff. Since the lot is
situated on a corner, the setback for
both the side and front yard is 20
feet. The plans called for the side of
the lot on Cranford Terrace to have
a seven-foot setback where 20 feet
was required.

Since the beginning of the appli-
cation in June, the applicant had
provided to the township engineer’s
office a more detailed storm water
runoff plan after the board and resi-
dents showed concerns with the
plans. Last Wednesday, Drew
Venezia, a representative for the
township engineer and employee
of Maser Consulting, said a “ma-
jority of the engineering items have
been addressed.”

Jim Brunette, who co-owns the
adjacent property situated on Cen-
tennial Avenue, said, “I do think
this application is overkill of what
could be built on that property … I
think it is a detriment to the area. I
think the building is too big and
contains too many apartments ... I
am objecting to it and I do think it
would have a negative impact not
only on your master plan but your
land use ordinance.”

Christine Daly of Cranford Ter-
race, who lives next door to the
property, also said the building “is
too big.”

“It will change the character of
the neighborhood,” she said.

“There is no parking on Cranford
Terrace… It is very concerning to
me for people to come looking for
parking in my neighborhood… It is
not fair to create a parking problem
because he wants to make more
money,” Ms. Daly said.senting clients seeking damages in

asbestos cases.
He is currently the parliamentarian

for the Union County Bar Associa-
tion and is also a member of the
Highland Swimming Club Board of
Directors in Scotch Plains.

Ms. Mullen has a private law prac-
tice in Cranford and is the current
municipal prosecutor for Scotch
Plains. She ran for Scotch Plains
Township Council as a Democrat in
2009. Her husband, Scott, is a
Kenilworth police officer.

Mr. Rodriguez has a law practice in
Elizabeth focusing on cases ranging
from family law to criminal cases  in-
cluding homicide,  and conspiracy  to
distribute narcotics, according to the
law firm’s website. He was admitted to
the New Jersey Bar in 1983.

Governor Christie also filed a di-
rect appointment, William H. Placke
of Summit, with the Secretary of
State’s Office. Mr. Placke was named
a pubic member of the New Jersey
Health Care Facilities Financing Au-
thority.
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Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
VENDOR MARKET…The Emmanuel Cancer Foundation holds its Third Annual
Central Regional Fall Vendor Market at the Fanwood Train Station on Sunday.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MOMENT OF REFLECTION ...Fire Department Battalion Chief Paul Malool,
Rescue Squad Captain Dan Sullivan and Police Officer Jason Fiore take part  in the
remembrance ceremonies at the 9/11 Memorial in Scotch Plains on September 11.

equipment to be replaced. He said
the system will be digital. “So it is
a fairly large project,” Mr. Pellettiere
said.

Freeholder Chairman Chris
Hudak added that the system will
enable the county to do more “inac-
tive features of our meetings.”

Another $11.5 million is included
in the bond ordinance for road, in-
tersection, bridge and culvert im-
provement projects. The county re-
ceived $4.4 million from a state
grant for the work.

A total of $4.3 million is being
spent on the rehabilitation of the
Warinanco Skating Center and
Multi-Center in Roselle. Included
is the installation of an irrigation
system at the Chatfield Garden at
Warinanco Park and various engi-
neering and architectural services.

The Union County Vocational-
Technical Schools will see $978,500
in improvements including up-
grades to the fitness centers and
construction of a meeting/confer-
ence room at West Hall. Another
$463,000 is included for fire and
security safety upgrades.

Another $5 million is included
for fitness center improvements at
Union County College’s (UCC)
Cranford campus, relocation of the
Kellogg Building bookstore at the
Elizabeth campus and for the con-
version of the Thul property at the
Plainfield campus for educational
use and parking and replacement of
the HVAC in the science building
on the Cranford campus.

Also at UCC, the fire alarm sys-
tem at the Cranford campus is be-
ing replaced, at a cost of $1.4 mil-
lion, along with $2.2 million in-
cluded for new information tech-
nology and telecommunications
equipment.

Also approved by the board were
resolutions concurring with street
closings in municipalities for up-
coming street fairs. Fanny Wood
Day in Fanwood will be held Sun-
day, September 28, with Martine
Avenue closed from South Avenue
to La Grande Avenue and South
Avenue shut from First Street to
Second Avenue.

Springfield will close Mountain
Avenue between Caldwell Place and
Mountain Avenue on Saturday, Oc-
tober 18, from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., for
the Springfield Patriot Chamber of
Commerce’s Fall Festival and Car
Show. Also in the township, Moun-
tain Avenue, Meisel Avenue and
Shunpike Road will be closed from
9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. on Sunday,
September 28, for a 5K run for the
Springfield Education Foundation.

In addition, Meisel Avenue will
be closed between Linden Avenue
and Milltown Road on Saturday,
October 18, from 9 and 10:30 a.m.,
for a re-enactment of a Revolution-

ary War battle.
Scotch Plains was given permis-

sion to hang a banner across Park
Avenue at Front Street and Park
Avenue from Thursday, September
25, through Wednesday, October 8,
for Scotch Plains Day. Park Avenue
will be closed on the day of the fair,
Sunday, October 5, from Westfield
Avenue to Grant Street, from 8 a.m.
to 7 p.m.

During the public comment sec-
tion of the meeting, Mr. Paterson
questioned the qualifications of cur-
rent Acting Union County Sheriff
Joseph Cryan as a candidate for
sheriff. “The problem is your pick-
ing this guy [who] has no law en-
forcement, security, or safety
experience...Cryan is not made for
the job,” Mr. Paterson said. “It’s
just wrong.”

Freeholder Bruce Bergen said Mr.
Paterson’s comment that Mr. Cryan
lacks experience is “just a misstate-
ment of the facts.”

Tina Renna of Cranford, presi-
dent of the Union County Watch-
dog Association, said she has been
contacted by Union County correc-
tions officers who said there are
rumors that the county is going to
be either closing the county jail or
will be “cutting back drastically
(by) sending prisoners to another
county (jail).”

She said it sounds like an “under-
handed way to negotiate their con-
tract.”

During freeholder comments,
Freeholder Bergen noted that may-
ors from towns represented on the
mayor’s council for flood control
went to Washington, D.C. to lobby
Congress to fund an Army Corps.
of Engineers study for flood relief
along the Rahway River. He said he
hopes the study will be done in the
next year so the project involving
the Orange Reservoir can move for-
ward and be in place by 2017.

That option would allow the res-
ervoir to be drained several days
before a major storm, thus provid-
ing storage capacity for peak storms.
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Union County Freeholders

earth work as a means to keep the
trees healthy.

The district is also migrating to
Gmail, Ms. Hayes said in her presen-
tation.

Fifty-five new teachers were hired
by the district. Darren Watsky was
named the new supervisor of tech-
nology. Kristina Morano is the new
assistant principal at Park Middle
School.

School enrollment is “slightly
down” from last year, Ms. Hayes
said, from 5,575 in October 2013, to
5,534 on September 12, 2014.

Brunner is down by 20 students,
and Coles by 40, she said.

“The trends are holding to what
was predicted,” Ms. Hayes said.

There were “some surprising in-
creases,” Ms. Hayes said, with Ever-
green increased by 16 and School
One up by 12 students.

A new Physics book will be used
for AP Physics, replacing a text from
2008. The new text is available as an
e-text and offers online resources. It
will also be compatible with the col-
lege boards, which has shifted from a
Physics B text and to a Physics C,
board member Jeanne Cleary said.

The BOE acknowledged receipt of
the Office of Fiscal Accountability
and Compliance (OFAC) Report con-
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Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE
ducted as a result of an anonymous
complaint on the purchase of theatri-
cal lighting equipment (dimmer rack
and control board) for renovations in
the high school auditorium. The com-
plaint pertained to a possible viola-
tion of school contracts laws regard-
ing equipment purchase. “OFAC in-
quiry did not find any improper pro-
cedure utilized in this matter,” Busi-
ness Administrator/Board Secretary
Deborah Saridaki said.

The Strategic Planning Commit-
tee report will likely be presented to
the public at the next BOE meeting,
Tuesday, September 30, Ms. Hayes
said.

Executive Assistant to the Super-
intendent Sally Rowland’s retirement
was announced. She has been em-
ployed by the district for 23 years.
She leaves in December.

U.S. Representative Rush Holt (D-
12th) is holding a Higher Education
Affordability Workshop on Tuesday,
September 23, at 7 p.m. at the Plain-
field Library, Mr. Whitehouse an-
nounced. The Rutgers Office of Fi-
nancial Aid will be there to discuss
federal and state financial aid pro-
grams.

The Marching Band Festival will
be held Saturday, September 20, at
5:30 p.m. at Varsity Field.

The garden will provide environ-
mentally efficient storm water man-
agement for the building. Follow-
ing the rain garden ground break-
ing, several council members will
also be volunteering at the Fan-
wood Recycling Center, in a show
of support for the community’s re-
cycling efforts.

The council selected Regina
Brown as volunteer of the month.
Ms. Brown has lived in Fanwood
for 35 years and has been a member
of the Board of Health since 2008.

The council will have an agenda
meeting on Tuesday, October 7. A
presentation regarding zoning
changes along the South Avenue
corridor will occur at that meeting.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REMEMBERING LOVED ONES…Attendees solemnly gather at the remem-
brance ceremony held in the 9/11 Memorial Park in Westfield on September 11.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
AS THE CROW FLIES…A couple make an unusual purchase at the Cranford
Antique Show held Saturday morning in the parking lot of the Cranford United
Methodist Church.
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