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Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IN THEIR MEMORY...Mayor Kevin Glover speaks at the remembrance ceremonies held September 11 at the 9/11
Memorial in Scotch Plains.  Close to 100 residents attended, including members of the police and fire departments, members
of the rescue squad, Assemblywoman Linda Stender (D-22nd, Scotch Plains) and members of the township council.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ATTENTION…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Marching Band stands
at attention during the football season opener on September 13 at Hub Stine Field
in Plainfield. See story page 11.
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Freeholders OK $38.7-Mil.
Capital Bond Ordinance

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – The Union County
Freeholder Board last Thursday ap-
proved, on second reading, a $38.7-
million bond ordinance to fund the
county’s capital program. A total of
$33.1 million of the ordinance will
be bonded.

Among the projects listed in the
ordinance is the acquisition of prop-
erty at 1580 Cooper Road in Scotch
Plains, a single-family home next
to the county-owned Ponderosa
Park. According to the ordinance,
the total cost of the acquisition will
be $432,600 of which $410,970
would be bonded. The county pur-
chased 1590 Cooper Road in Scotch
Plains in 2011 for $625,000, ac-
cording to the New Jersey Tax As-
sessors’ website.

Kenilworth resident John Bury
questioned why the acquisition was
bonding the purchase instead of
funding it through the county’s open
space trust fund.

Finance Director Bibi Taylor said
the acquisition is being funded
through the open space trust fund
through an item in the county bud-
get listed as “open space for debt
service.” However, she said the
county bonds projects because the
county has a higher rating than the
open space trust fund. The fund,
she explained, is instead used as a
revenue source for open space
projects.

Explaining the acquisition, she
said the county has determined that
because the property’s footprint lies
within Ponderosa Park, it would be
less costly to acquire the residential
property than to maintain an exist-
ing bridge on the property to give
the owners an entrance and exit to

the park to access their property.
Garwood resident Bruce Pater-

son said the open space trust fund
has around $9 million in it. “Why
do we even think about bonding (to
buy land)?” he questioned. “Just
take the money out of the open
space trust fund.”

Mr. Bury also questioned a
$308,250 item in the ordinance for
new information technology and
telecommunications equipment.

Union County Freeholder Clerk
James Pellettiere said earlier this
year the county discovered that the
video equipment used to videotape
freeholder meetings was not record-
ing sound. He said the system is
“antiquated,” dating back to the
mid-1990s. He said the new equip-
ment will be an “overall upgrade”
to the system, with most of the

Consolidation Commission
Seeking Donations for Study

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Fan-
wood-Scotch Plains Consolidation
Study Commission met last Wednes-
day night at the Board of Education
Administration Building. There were
no meetings held over the summer.
Board Chairman Don Parisi said the
commission is ready to move for-
ward this fall.

The commission is made up of five
members from each town, whose task
is to contract an individual or com-
pany to conduct an independent study
to determine if consolidation of the
two towns would be in the best inter-
est of the citizens of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood.

Finding that individual or com-
pany has been a problem because the
study will cost money that the com-
mission has yet to raise. However,
last Wednesday night, Mr. Parisi said
the commission had, in just three
days, raised $600 from citizens who
signed a petition in support of the
study. Courage to Connect New Jer-
sey had donated $5,000 seed money
to the commission several months

ago.
Eugene McCarthy, of the Local

Finance Board of the New Jersey
Department of Community Affairs,
attended the meeting and told the
panel the study would probably cost
about $100,000. Mr. Parisi said the
establishment of non-profit status
assures that donors’ contributions
would be tax-deductible. He also said
that the group’s Facebook page,
facebook.com/FSPCSC, now has a
link for people to use PayPal for their
contributions.

Contributions also may be made
by check to: Fund for an FSP Con-
solidation Study, P.O. Box 25, Fan-
wood, N.J. 07023-0025. Suggested
amounts are in the $25 to $50 range.
If the study is never done, the donors
will be refunded their money, Mr.
Parisi said. The commission hopes to
raise at least half of the money locally
for the study this fall.

The commission also has contacted
foundations to help with the funding;
however, Mr. Parisi said that founda-
tions will only contribute if the com-
mission is able to raise some money
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Christie Nominates
Local Residents to

Superior Court
TRENTON – Governor Chris

Christie has nominated three local
residents to the state Superior Court,
Union County bench. The Governor’s
nominations are subject to the advice
and consent of the State Senate.

Nominated are John M. Deitch of
Fanwood, and Theresa E. Mullen
and Candido Rodriguez, both of
Scotch Plains.

Mr. Deitch, who was admitted to
the New Jersey Bar in 1996, is a
partner in the Morristown-based law
firm of Coughlin Duffy LLP. He has
represented public utilities against
contractors for damages done to un-
derground facilities as well repre-

Photo courtesy of Brian Horton
THANK YOU…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, left, presents a framed drawing
of the borough’s historic north side train station to Fanwood resident Regina
Brown at the council meeting on Tuesday. Ms. Brown was recognized as the
borough’s “Volunteer of the Month” for her service on the local Board of Health,
where the 35-year Fanwood resident has served since her appointment in 2008.

Christina Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
JOB WELL DONE…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education thanked
Anthony Miranda, Thomas Gan, Patrick Cahill,  Nick Schoendorf,  Perry
Glinsky and Teddy Wilmont, the buildings and grounds maintenance staff, for
their work completed over the summer at its meeting on Tuesday night.

SP-F BOE Thanks Maintenance
Staff for Work Completed

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — A presenta-
tion on the work done for the opening
of the schools in the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school district was given
by Superintendent of Schools Mar-
garet Hayes at the board of education
(BOE) meeting Tuesday. The BOE
congratulated the district’s mainte-
nance staff for their work completed
over the summer. Anthony Miranda,
supervisor of buildings and grounds;
Thomas Gan, an electrician at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS); Patrick Cahill, HVAC spe-
cialist; Nick Schoendorf, electrician;

Perry Glinsky, carpenter, and Teddy
Wilmont, maintenance and grounds
crew member, attended the meeting.

Their work included completing
the new science lab at SPFHS, instal-
lation of new HVAC units in many of
the buildings, and the SPFHS gym
floor was refinished and repainted.
Board member Douglas Layne called
the science lab a “state-of-the-art fa-
cility.”

Park Middle School had new hall
lockers installed, the carpet in the
halls replaced with new tile, new exit
doors and a new cafeteria line was
installed.

“I was there on tour and blown

away with what I saw. It is impressive
with the talent we have here in house.
I was pleased with the floors in Park,”
board member Amy Winkler said.

The girls’ locker rooms at Terrill
Middle School were refurbished, with
new lockers, bath fixtures, flooring,
room partitions and paint. New win-
dows were installed at Terrill and it
was re-roofed. The Terrill auditorium
had asbestos remediated, and was
refurbished, with new seating, and a
new HVAC is being installed.

Brunner School had a new boiler
system installed. Evergreen School
had a new roof installed by the main-
tenance staff. School One has a new
paved lot that connects to Park Middle
School.

A new mural depicting fish to com-
memorate J.A.Coles 50th Anniver-
sary was built by Buildings and
Grounds Department carpenter Perry
Glinsky and art teacher Paula Reiley
installed ceramic fish created by ev-
ery Coles student.

“The craftwork you all bring, it
goes way beyond the buildings that
people look at when driving by…,”
Board President Trip Whitehouse said.

The land adjacent to Terrill Middle
School that was purchased by the
BOE was cleared and leveled over
the summer by the maintenance crew.

There are multiple options being
considered by the board, Mr.
Whitehouse said when asked by
Scotch Plains resident Ed Minhall,
who works in construction manage-
ment. “One, just from relief of
entranceway and egress and a park-
ing standpoint. Two, the land has
been looked at and discussed as pos-
sibly putting a dwelling for adminis-
tration offices to open up this space
(where BOE meetings are held)” for
student use.

Mr. Minhall also suggested the
BOE have the soil that was used as fill
analyzed and to build a fence around
the drip line of the trees during any
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American Water Reports On
Fanwood Infrastructure Project

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mike Bange of
American Water presented the Bor-
ough Council with a brief status
update regarding the company’s
multi-million dollar infrastructure
upgrade project in Fanwood at
Tuesday’s regular council meeting.

Mr. Bange reported that pipe re-
placements, as well as cleaning and
lining of the mains in Fanwood on
Martine Road from South Avenue
to Trenton Avenue, are finished.

“Everybody’s back, everybody’s
on, clean main and working shape,”
Mr. Bange said.

Mayor Colleen Mahr corrected
him slightly, noting that on some
streets cleaning of the lines is not
yet complete. Mr. Bange confirmed
that due to cost overruns, American
Water will have to return in April to
clean and reline mains east of
Martine: La Grande Avenue, First
Street, Laurel Place, Beech Avenue,
Maclennon Place, Klaniecki Place,
Poplar Place, Clement Place, and
Winfield Place. Those streets will
have service throughout the winter,
but will not see improved water
pressure until spring.

Along the section where clean-
ing and lining is complete, includ-
ing Martine Road, American Water
plans to complete milling on Friday
and paving on Monday. Side streets
to the west of Martine: Marian Av-
enue, Herbert Avenue, Belvidere
Avenue, Helen Street,  and
McDermott Place will also be re-
paved. Streets requiring infrared
patching, rather than full repaving,
should be complete by November,
weather permitting.

Following American Water’s pre-

sentation, Councilwoman Kathy
Mitchell reported that the Fanwood
Memorial Library had recently re-
viewed architectural plans for up-
grades to the library and planned to
discuss revised plans with the ar-
chitect on Wednesday. Once the
plans are final, the library will be
able to apply for grants to help
finance some of the work.

The council passed a resolution
to establish parking fees, keeping
the rates flat rather than instituting
previously proposed cost increases.

A resolution to transfer the liquor
license from the former Sun Tavern
in Fanwood to Fangill, LLC, also
passed. Efforts to auction the liquor
license along with rights to the real
estate, equipment, and furnishings
of the former business failed last
April when no parties reached the
minimum bid of $2 million. To se-
cure rights to the real estate, Fangill
will have to participate in an up-
coming second auction on Wednes-
day, October 8.

In other news, council members
will be present for the ground break-
ing on a new rain garden at the
municipal building this Saturday.
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