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GIVE  YOUR CHILD A
Jewish Cultural Education
History       Literature       Cultural Arts       Holidays       B'nai Mitzvah

Sunday a.m. Classes in Rented Space in Glen Ridge High School

Grades K-2 Holiday Workshops • Grades 3-7 Five-Year Program

Open House/Registration Starts September 7th

973-200-8309 · www.jcss-nj.org

An affiliate of the

Congress of Secular Jewish Organizations

Westfield Principal Keynote Speaker
On Writing Instruction

WESTFIELD - Matthew Bolton,
principal of Edison Intermediate
School in Westfield, was the keynote
speaker at the 4th Annual Paramus
Summer Institute on the
Teaching of Writing held
this summer at Westbrook
Middle School in Paramus.

Addressing more than
250 teachers, administra-
tors, and parents, Mr.
Bolton spoke about the
importance of providing
students with a context for
learning that allows for en-
gagement in authentic
tasks. He provided ex-
amples on how the context
of a workshop model for writing in-
struction allows students to set indi-
vidual goals, acquire literacy skills
and strategies, have voice and owner-
ship over their work, and spend the
vast majority of class time conduct-
ing meaningful work to accomplish
set goals. His presentation concluded
with a discussion on the important

role that teacher self-efficacy plays
in the success of any endeavor in
schools.

“I provided the audience with a
brief overview of the re-
search base on teacher self-
efficacy and then shared
some practical strategies
for growing the self-effi-
cacy of a faculty during a
period of change,” ex-
plained Mr. Bolton.

“Matthew Bolton’s key-
note address offered very
practical, yet wise ways in
which teachers and school
leaders can maintain their
a professional and posi-

tive stance to their work in these
sometimes difficult days in educa-
tion,” commented Thomas Marshall,
director of the institute. “His research-
based ideas, heavily based on the
concepts of scaffolding and network-
ing, were practical enough that par-
ticipants felt immediately empow-
ered to implement them,” he added.

Matthew Bolton

Scotch Plains Marching
Band Festival September 20
SCOTCH PLAINS — The 2013

NJ Group 6A State Champion and
Group 6A National Bronze Medal
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Marching
Band will host their 16th Annual
Marching Band Festival on Satur-
day, September 20, at 5:30 p.m.

Come to this musical festival at
Scotch plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) Varsity Field and
be thrilled by the performances of
16 marching bands including local
bands from Westfield, Cranford,
Edison, North Plainfield, South
Plainfield, West Orange, and East
Brunswick.

The 180-member SPFHS Raider
Marching Band will be performing
their 2014 show, Il Cuore di

Romano: “The Heart of the Roman
Empire” under the direction of Mr.
Durand Thomas.

The admission for adults will be
$10, $7 for students and seniors,
and you receive a free program with
every paid admission. Food, drinks
and 50/50 raffle will be available
all evening.

Scotch Plains Fanwood High
School is located at 667 Westfield
Road, Scotch Plains. The varsity
field is located behind the high
school at the rear of the parking lot.

Support your local band and mu-
sic program while sharing an
evening out with your family. Ad-
ditional information available at
spfmusicboosters.orgSCHOOLS OPEN…Arriving early at Westfield’s Lincoln School for their first

day of kindergarten on September 3, these students begin their education as the
Westfield High School graduating class of 2027. Pictured, left to right, are:
Vincent Corso, Sydney Schwartz, Elena Corso, Meredith Ewing, Georgia Morrelli
and James Morrelli. More than 6,200 students are enrolled in the district’s 10
schools, K-12, for the 2014-2015 school year. Superintendent of Schools, Dr.
Margaret Dolan, welcomes all students and families to the new school year in her
video message: located at https://vimeo.com/104730582.

BAND FESTIVAL...The 2013 NJ Group 6A State Champion and Group 6A
National Bronze Medal winning Scotch Plains-Fanwood Marching Band will host
its 16th Annual Marching Band Festival on Saturday, September 20, at 5:30 p.m.

New Westfield Teachers Join
A Tradition of Excellence

Jonathan Dayton ’54
Sets 60-Year Reunion
AREA — The Class of 1954 from

Jonathan Dayton Regional High School
in Springfield will hold its 60th-year
reunion on Friday, October 10, from 1
to 6 p.m., at Pantagis Renaissance res-
taurant in Scotch Plains. Tickets are
$70 per person. For more information
or to register, call Mary Spina at (908)
789-0127.

Westfield World Language
Enrollment Now Open

WESTFIELD — The Foreign Lan-
guage Awareness Group (FLAG) is
now opening its registration for the
2014-15 classes.

FLAG is offering after-school
French, Spanish and Mandarin classes
to all Westfield K-5 students. FLAG
is also offering a special introductory
Mandarin class to middle school stu-
dents interested in preparing for the
Westfield High School Mandarin pro-
gram.

The Spanish II class complements
the public school curriculum, allow-
ing the students to reinforce the oral
skills they are learning in school. The
French classes provide excellent
preparation for children who will elect
that language in the sixth grade. Two
separate Mandarin classes will be
offered, an introductory class and a
level II class for returning students.

The goal of FLAG’s creative edu-
cational programs is to give students
confidence in expressing themselves
in another language. Children are
also made aware of other cultures,
customs and lifestyles from around
the world. Class sizes are small to
ensure a comfortable and supportive
learning environment.

FLAG is an independent, non-profit
organization that has been offering
language training programs for the
past 27 years under the Westfield
PTC (Parent Teacher Counsel).

The 2014-15 Brochure and Regis-
tration Form are posted on every
Westfield elementary school first day
packet and website. For further ques-
tions and information, contact Sylvie
Macdonald by e-mail at
lasylvie@aol.com or call at (908)
232-4429.

TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE…Newly hired Roosevelt Intermediate School
French teacher Berengere Bouvier, right, is accompanied by her mentor Chris-
tine Cassu and greeted by World Languages Supervisor David Greer at a
cafeteria luncheon held during the Westfield Public Schools’ New Staff Institute.

WESTFIELD — A total of 52 new
Westfield Public School teachers at-
tended the in-house New Staff Institute
(NSI) prior to the start of school, re-
ceiving orientation and training and to
become familiar with the expectations
of the district and the community. To
offer further support to both the first
year educators and to those veteran
teachers who are new to Westfield, NSI
meetings also will take place during the
next two years. The majority of new
hires are replacing those who have
retired or are on leave.

At a luncheon held during NSI,
Westfield Board of Education Vice-
President Rosanne Kurstedt told the
new teachers that as a result of the
collaborative environment in Westfield,
they will not be lonely as they navigate
through their first year in the district.

Kim Schumacher, president of the
Westfield Education Association, stated
that education is a number one priority
in Westfield and teachers are privileged
and honored to be part of an excep-
tional educational community.

Westfield Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Dolan reminded the new hires
that the administration reviewed thou-
sands of resumes and held hundreds of
interviews before making selections.

She addressed the new hires again,
as well as all teachers in the district, at
a morning assembly for staff held Sep-
tember 2. Reiterating the district’s
theme, Tradition of Excellence, Dr.
Dolan cautioned that while maintain-
ing that tradition, “we cannot ignore
changes.” As an example, she referred
to a major technology initiative this
summer which resulted in the updating
of the district’s 10-year old network.

Board of Education President Rich-
ard Mattessich credited teachers for
nurturing and preparing students and
for making a difference. “Students are
in good hands here, and are getting an
excellent foundation for future en-
deavors,” he stated.

Ms. Schumacher took the opportu-
nity to remind teachers to respect their
students and to “remember that we
impact our students just as much in the
way that we speak to them, approach
them, and encourage them.”

The new teaching staff for the
Westfield Public Schools includes:

Edison Intermediate School –
Brandon Cresci, Mathematics;
Caitlin Dugan, Social Studies;
Caitlin Anelli, Social Studies; Emma
Hand, Special Education; Kathleen
McCarthy, Gifted; Megan Scott,
Mathematics; Trevor Sindorf, Mu-
sic; and Nicole Vassallo, Special
Education; Franklin – Diane,
Bennett, 4th Grade; Lauren Bracco,
1st Grade; Lauren Brown, 4th Grade;
Mariel Jacobs, 2nd Grade; Bruna
Marques, 3rd Grade; Maureen

Muntz, 2nd Grade; Tara Romano,
3rd Grade; and Maryann Topping,
5th Grade; Jefferson – Laura Amon,
5th Grade; Jefferson, David, Latessa,
5th Grade; and Jefferson/McKinley,
Sarah, Shields, Music; Lincoln –
Maryann D’Agostino, Physical Edu-
cation; Amy Hynes, Art; Patricia
Miller, Coordinator Lincoln Wrap;
and Andrea Taylor, Special Educa-
tion; McKinley – Krista Nothstein,
Special Education; Branice Moore,
3rd Grade; and Rebecca Miller,
Speech; Roosevelt Intermediate
School – Berengere Bouvier-
Carotenuto, French; Melissa Daly,
Special Education; Frank Geiger,
Social Studies; Kimberly Lasky, So-
cial Studies; Jillian Martinez, Span-
ish; Paula Parada, Spanish; Beatriz
Barreiros, Resource Center; Julie,
Trauerts, Resource Center; Farrah
Selvers, Reading Specialist; and Spe-
cial Services – Jennifer Russo,
Speech; Patricia Saltzer, Physical
Therapist; TranLe Hill, LDT-C;
Tamaques – Emily Fusco, 4th Grade;
Ann Teitelbaum, Nurse; Jennifer
Ullrich, Resource Center; Michelle
Zemsky, LLD II; and Erin Cook, 3rd
Grade; Tamaques/Washington –
Michelle Suchy, Art; Washington –
Christine Culver, 2nd Grade and
Carol Fahrenthold, 1st Grade;
Westfield High School – Kathleen
Cicalese, Mathematics; Enrico
Basso, Social Studies; Lauren
Hauser, Physical Education; Brit-
tany Hillier, French; Katherine
McGinley, English; Jay Cook, Physi-
cal Education; Arben Mulaj, Social
Studies; Jessica Norworth, Math-
ematics; Merit O’Hare, English;
Caryn Miller, English; Matthew
Ozol, Mathematics; William
Wertheimer, Physical Education;
Guenevere Zucker, Special Educa-
tion; John Morrison, Business; Erin
Mehaffey, English; Daniel Ramalho,
Biology; John McGrory Social Stud-
ies; Tracy Scerra, Earth Science;
WHS/EIS, Craig Stanton, Music;
Wilson – Lauren Couture, 2nd
Grade; Janine Dayson, Leaps and
Bounds; Danielle Pisano, 3rd Grade;
and District – Jill Burton, English
Language Learners.

WAAS Contract
Approved by Westfield

Board of Education
WESTFIELD – At its August 26

meeting, the Westfield Board of
Education unanimously ratified a
three-year contract with the
Westfield Association of Adminis-
trators and Supervisors (WAAS).
The contract, which represents 25
administrators and district and de-
partment supervisors, is effective
July 1, 2014 through June 30, 2017.

Board of Education Negotiations
Chair Ginny Leiz noted that the
leadership team in the district, rep-
resented by the WAAS, is respon-
sible for translating strategic plans
into initiatives. The salary increase
under the new WAAS agreement is
two percent annually with some
health insurance concessions agreed
to by the WAAS.

In addition to Ginny Leiz, the
board’s negotiating team included
Rosanne Kurstedt and Brendan
Galligan, while Business Adminis-
trator/Board Secretary Dana
Sullivan and Human Resources
Specialist Barbara Ball represented
the district. The administrators’
team was led by Matt Bolton and
included Regina Kiczek, Linda
King and Audrey Zavetz.

Wardlaw-Hartridge Holds
Convocation Ceremony

WELCOME BACK…Seniors Joe Palaguachi of Elizabeth, John Anderson-
Schmitt of Scotch Plains and Avery Choi of Plainfield lead the Class of 2015 into
the Convocation Ceremony at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison.

EDISON — The Wardlaw-
Hartridge School (W-H) in Edison
kicked off its 132nd year with the
Convocation Ceremony in Laidlaw
Gym on September 4.

Lower and Middle School Students
entered the gym with their teachers,
smiling and eager to begin the new
school year. The Upper School stu-
dents marched in behind their respec-
tive class flags and were accompanied
by their advisors. The Class of 2015,
this year’s seniors, made a grand en-
trance for their final Convocation cer-
emony.

Senior Camille Menns of New
Brunswick, the school’s Student Coun-
cil President, led the W-H student body
in the Pledge of Allegiance and
MadJazz joined selected W-H students
to sing America the Beautiful.

Andrew Webster of Edison, Head
of School, made welcoming remarks
and introductions. He gave a special
welcome to new students and interna-
tional students. Harry T. Osborne of
Plainfield, Board of Trustees Presi-
dent and a 1971 graduate of the school,
and Camille Menns followed with their
remarks before Mr. Webster concluded
the program by wishing everyone a
successful school year.

FACE LIFT...Above are before and after pictures of two of eight bathrooms  that
were renovated over the summer at Deerfield School in Mountainside. The
bathrooms were completed in time for the start of school.

Griesmer Earns French
Award at Vassar

POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. – Eliza-
beth Griesmer, the child of Stephen
and Lynn Griesmer of Westfield was
awarded the Gabrielle Snyder Beck
prize from the Department of French
and Francophone Studies at Vassar
College. The award is given to stu-
dents pursuing studies in French.
Elizabeth, a sophomore at Vassar
College, completed a three-week in-
tensive French immersion program
at the American University of Paris
this summer

Union Catholic Grad Publishes Book
On Classroom Management

SCOTCH PLAINS – Tracey
Farrell Garrett, Union Catholic Class
of 1990 and resident of Lincroft,
released her first published educa-
tional book, “Effective
Classroom Management:
The Essentials” on Au-
gust 8. Tracey, an Asso-
ciate Professor in Rider
University’s Teacher
Education department,
was inspired to write the
book after receiving im-
mense positive feedback
about her approach to
classroom management from teach-
ers during the 200 plus workshops
that she has facilitated in schools.

“Effective Classroom Manage-
ment: The Essentials” was written
for practicing K-12 teachers and will
benefit novice and veteran teachers
alike, as well as those serving in
supervisory positions. Readers can
take away many practical strategies

to implement in their own class-
rooms to establish an orderly and
caring environment. The book is now
available for purchase on

amazon.com.
Tracey has also pub-

lished numerous articles
in various education jour-
nals and magazines, and
designed an app called
Classroom Management
Essentials.

 “I have always be-
lieved that UC is at the
foundation of my aca-

demic success. I had a wonderful
experience with caring and support-
ive teachers. It helped me know the
kind of teacher that I wanted to be
someday,” Tracey said.

For over 50 years, Union Catholic
High School has earned its reputa-
tion as one of New Jersey’s foremost
Catholic secondary schools. For in-
formation, visit unioncatholic.org.

Tracey Farrell Garrett

Local Boys Attend Leadership Seminar

Union Chinese School
To Hold Registration
WESTFIELD — The Union Chi-

nese School, a non-profit organization
that educates and promotes the aware-
ness of Chinese language and culture,
will hold registration for Mandarin and
Chinese Culture classes this Saturday,
September 13. Registration will be held
from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. at Edison
Intermediate School, located at 800
Rahway Avenue in Westfield.

Courses in Mandarin are offered for
students ages 4 to 14. Culture classes
include Chinese folk dance, basket-
ball, drawing, Chinese (music) instru-
ment and SAT mathematics. A bad-
minton club also is available. For fur-
ther information, contact
ucs.principal@yahoo.com or visit
westfieldnj.com/ucs.

WESTFIELD — The Woman’s
Club of Westfield sponsored stu-
dents Devin Zrebiec, son of Tanya
and Greg Zrebiec and Siddiq Dou-
glas whose guardians are Hassan
Swift and Cheryl Lundy Swift, to
attend the Hugh O’Brien Youth
Leadership program referred to as

HOBY.
The three day weekend of meet-

ings, presentations and seminars
was held at Monmouth University
in West Long Branch this past June
and was attended by high school
sophomores from all over the state
of New Jersey. HOBY’s mission is
to develop young students with lead-
ership potential.

The program included lectures
on various careers, planned activi-
ties along with panels adapted to
develop young people with direc-
tor skills. For over five decades,
HOBY has inspired young people
to make a difference and become
catalysts for positive change. HOBY
has a long and impressive history of
successfully motivating youth to
outstanding leadership. The mini
college experience served as a pre-
lude to college life and offered a
valuable campus experience. Both
Devin and Sid arecurrently juniors
at Westfield High School.

Founded in 1958, HOBY pro-
grams are conducted annually
throughout the United States and
abroad.

Devin Zrebiec

Before

After


