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In memory, dedicated to the over 3,000 people who lost their lives on September
11, 2001 – but especially to our Westfield and Scotch Plains family:

Andrew Alameno
David Campbell

Michael Davidson
Dean Eberling

Stephen M. Fogel
Thomas Glasser

Matthew Horning

Leo Russell Keene, 3rd
Richard B. Madden
Mark Rothenberg

John S. Salerno
See-Wong Shum

Anthony M. Starita
James Walsh

Photo courtesy of Donna Walsh
SETTING SAIL...This August, Connor and Brendan Walsh and Caroline,
Patrick and Claire Gallagher of Westfield brought The Westfield Leader aboard
the ferry bound for Nantucket, located 30 miles south of the coast of Cape Cod.
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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

Mr. Eberling held a master’s degree
in forestry and business management
from the University of Copenhagen
in Denmark and had done graduate
work at the University of British Co-
lumbia, Canada.

NJ Advance Media reported that
Ms. Chou was the registered owner
of TKJ International, which had a
Lenape Lane, Berkeley Heights ad-
dress and was on the market for sale.

Andrew Moran, director of pub-
lic safety, said the course at Texas
A&M University is for firefighters
with fire departments that have
foam-fighting capabilities. He said
those towns are Elizabeth, Linden,
Berkeley Heights, Kenilworth and
Roselle. Mr. Moran said it has not
been decided which firefighters will
attend.

The board will also vote on in-
creasing legal fees paid on two
cases, Kevin Kolbeck versus UC
and LaQuan Kearney versus UC.
Mr. Kolbeck, a general supervisor
of trades with the county, brought
suit against the county claiming po-
litical retribution by then County
Manager George Devanney for his
association with ex-county manager
Michael Lapolla and his allies. The
resolution before the board in-
creases the amount to the firm of
LaCorte, Bundy, Varady & Kinsella
of Union by $10,000 to $14,845.

In his lawsuit, Mr. Kearney al-
leges he was assaulted by correc-
tions officers. The board resolution
would increase the amount to the
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Union County Freeholders
firm of Florio, Perrucci, Steinhardt
and Fader of Rochelle Park by
$10,000 to $20,000.

Freeholder Chairman Chris
Hudak announced that Michael
Flemming has assumed the posi-
tion of acting administrator at
Runnells Specialized Hospital in
Berkeley Heights. He replaces
Sandra Adour, who was acting ad-
ministrator since last fall, and who
has left the county for another po-
sition.

Ms. Adour, in turn, replaced Sue
Palma, who took over as acting
administrator when Joan Wheeler
retired as administrator in 2013.

The long-term care and rehabili-
tation facility is being sold by the
county to Center Management
Group, LLC of Flushing, N.Y. for
$26 million. The company oper-
ates 15 facilities in New York and
New Jersey and recently acquired
seven nursing/assisted living facili-
ties from the Archdiocese of Phila-
delphia. Center Management is ex-
pected to assume ownership of
Runnells on Wednesday, October 1.
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Cranford Committee

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In what is being equated with the 1941
attack on Pearl Harbor in its devastating
magnitude of death and destruction, Tues-
day, September 11, 2001 will be a date
infamously linked with the worst act of
terrorism to ever touch American soil.

Countless numbers of lives and the New
York City skyline have been horrifically
altered by a terrorist attack that totally
destroyed the World Trade Center Twin
Towers after two hijacked airline jets crashed
into the 110-story buildings. A third hi-
jacked jet was intentionally plunged into
the Pentagon 15 minutes before the first of
the Twin Towers caved in and collapsed.

Two hijacked commercial airline jets
were flown directly into The World Trade
Center Twin Towers, located in Battery
Park City in Lower Manhattan, on Tuesday
morning in what is being described as a
terrorist suicide mission. The North Tower
was hit at approximately 8:45 a.m. near the
80th floor, and the South Tower was hit
near the 70th floor at 9:03 a.m.

As of yesterday morning, much of New
York City was paralyzed by the attacks and
many schools and businesses were shut
down.

Both Trade Center towers had huge,
gaping holes from which flames, smoke
and debris poured out for hours after the
crashes. A third hijacked jet subsequently
crashed into the Pentagon at approximately
9:45 a.m. A fourth jet crashed approxi-
mately 80 miles outside of Pittsburgh at
10:10 a.m.

Then, one hour after the first crash, the
North Tower collapsed on itself at 10 a.m.
and the South Tower collapsed approxi-
mately one half-hour later at 10:30 a.m.
Both towers crumbled into piles of rubble,
sending shattered glass and a thick cloud of
smoke, debris and soot billowing into the
streets of Lower Manhattan for hours, cov-
ering cars and people trapped in its blinding
wake with silt and dust.

Although numerous of employees were
evacuated after the initial plane crashes,
eyewitness accounts from the streets below
reported, on the major news stations, seeing
people plunge out of upper-story windows,
to their death, from the fiery floors above.

Thousands of terrified people ran franti-
cally from the impenetrable cloud of smoke
that enveloped the entire tip of Lower Man-
hattan after the buildings collapsed.

Hundreds of passengers aboard the four
airplanes were immediately presumed dead,
and thousands of New York City and Pen-
tagon employees were injured. More than
50,000 people work in the World Trade
Center and over 200,000 people travel
through the towers on a daily basis. It is
estimated that approximately 24,000 people
work at the Pentagon.

As of Tuesday night, there were no
official figures on the number of fatalities,
although city officials estimated the num-
ber of casualties would be high due to the
hundreds of emergency personnel in and
around the buildings at the time of the
collapses.

As of 10:30 p.m. on Tuesday, more than
600 firefighters and New York City police
were still missing. New York City hospitals
were filled with the injured, including vic-
tims with third-degree burns, smoke inha-
lation and many eye injuries from shat-
tered, falling glass and debris.

New York Governor George Pataki and
Acting Governor of New Jersey Donald T.
DiFrancesco declared states of emergency,
respectively, in order to have the power to
summon the National Guard and other
emergency personnel.

Thousands of emergency workers, in-
cluding all police, fire and rescue squad
workers were summoned to duty. Emer-
gency workers from New Jersey were al-
lowed to enter New York City to assist in
containing the disaster.

Thousands of New Jersey commuters
were trapped in New York City when
bridges and tunnels were closed and most
forms of public transportation were sus-
pended for the remainder of the day. Many
of those evacuated were advised by emer-
gency personnel to wait inside nearby build-
ings until the smoke and falling debris
settled. Rescue workers escorted the evacu-
ated workers to Battery City Park, where
tugboats, ferries and local cruise boats trans-
ported the shaken commuters across the
Hudson River to Hoboken and Jersey City
to other forms of transportation to various
parts of New Jersey.

For most of the day, telephone service in
and out of New York City was inoperable
as the system was over-burdened with calls
from concerned family and friends, who
anxiously awaited word on the whereabouts
of their loved ones. Cell phone service in
and out of the city worked intermittently or
not at all at varying times.

The major network news stations, which
transmit from the towers, including ABC,
NBC and CBS, went off the air for several
minutes immediately following the plane
crashes and had interruptions in service for
several hours. Emergency telephone num-
bers were announced on the networks for
information about family and friends who
worked in the Trade Center or who were
passengers aboard the affected flights.

As of 11:15 p.m. on Tuesday, there were
network reports of cell phone calls coming
from inside the towers from survivors
trapped under the debris. Many bodies
were also pulled from the debris through-
out the day, but exact numbers were not
given.

The identity of the terrorists responsible
for the attacks has not yet been confirmed
by Tuesday night, but government sources
reported that the Afghanistan Taliban, linked
to Muslim terrorist leader Osama bin Laden
claimed responsibility for the disasters.

He has also reportedly met with the
Palestinian Islamic Jihad regarding their
common hatred of the United States Sev-
eral months ago, bin Laden was quoted as
saying that he would exact “extreme ven-
geance” and retribution on the United
States for political actions in the past.

Congressman James Moran of Vir-
ginia was quoted on an news Website as
saying that he had learned at a Washing-
ton briefing that the fourth jet appeared
to be headed for the Presidential retreat
Camp David in Maryland, when it
crashed 85 miles short of its intended
target. Rumors that the government or-
dered the hijacked plane to be shot down
were denied by the State Department.

Although Secretary of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld stopped short of de-
claring this an “act of war,” when ques-
tioned on television by ABC reporters,
President George W. Bush said that these
horrible acts would not go unpunished
once it was determined who was respon-
sible.

Aircraft carriers were deployed off
the East and West Coasts of the United
States as a security measure, and the
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
General Henry H. Shelton said, “the
Armed Forces are ready to go.” Most State
Department buildings, including the White
House, the Capitol, the Pentagon, the Su-
preme Court and many other government
buildings in Washington, D.C. and in New

Twin Towers Destroyed
York City were evacuated.

The collapse of the Twin Towers, which
housed many administrative offices for in-
ternational world banks and other financial
institutions, forced the New York City Stock
Exchange to close. Other stock exchanges
worldwide followed suit as a precautionary
measure.

Portions of the Pentagon, one of the
largest buildings in the world and the seat of
the Defense Department, collapsed after
flames burned out of control for several
hours. World Trade Tower no. 7 also col-
lapsed, presumed to have been caused by
associated fire.

The construction of the Trade Center
began in 1966 and was completed in 1972.
The towers were 1,368 feet tall — the tallest
buildings in city and the third largest in the
world.

They housed many administrative of-
fices of the world’s largest, international
banks and investment firms, including the
offices of Morgan Stanley Dean Witter.
The towers were also the home of a 427,000-
squarefoot retail space known as The Mall,
which was occupied by retailers such as
The Gap, J. Crew, Banana Republic and
The Limited. The towers also housed nu-
merous museums, restaurants, hotels and a
rooftop observatory.

The world-renown Windows on the
World restaurant occupied the North
Tower’s 107th floor.

In an unprecedented move by the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, airports
throughout the nation were shut down and
all commercial airline flights were ordered
to land at the nearest airport.

Many municipal buildings in New York
and New Jersey also closed to allow em-
ployees an opportunity to locate family
members who were still trapped in New
York. Most local schools remained opened
with counselors on hand to support stu-
dents that were traumatized by the day’s
events. Many local students who have par-
ents that work in New York were sum-
moned to their school’s guidance offices to
be counseled and to ensure that they were
released home to either a parent or emer-
gency contact person at the close of the
school day. Several local churches held or
will hold special prayer services for those
who were affected by the tragedies.

There is no word yet on the number of
local families that will be seriously affected
by the tragic events.
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Garwood Council Discusses
Field Project, Road Repairs

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – At Tuesday night’s
Borough Council meeting the gov-
erning body heard an update on the
Athletic Field Complex and dis-
cussed an application for grants for
road work from the Department of
Transportation (DOT).

Councilman Louis Petruzzelli re-
ported that a meeting was held ear-
lier that day with the athletic com-
plex contractor. He said that floor-
ing and a ventilation system for the
kitchen portion of the building were
to be completed along with the in-
stallation of railings.

According to Councilman
Petruzzelli, the contractor came with
his own punch list of items which
still needed to be addressed, such as
maintenance and ponding on the bas-
ketball court.

Councilman Jim Mathieu asked if
there was a target date for the open-
ing of the complex, especially given
the start of youth sports. He added
that he is starting to “get a lot of
complaints” and that residents are
very upset. He mentioned a recent
editorial on the subject by The Westfield
Leader and questioned who would
pay for the re-grading of the baseball
field and re-surfacing of the basket-
ball court.

Councilman Petruzzelli responded
that he believed that the contractor
would be responsible after they tested
the areas and found that water is in-
deed ponding. As of this time, he said
he was not aware of any cost overruns
and that they asked the contractor to
provide them with an opening date by
the end of the week.

During its workshop session, the
council discussed an application to

the DOT for multiple road projects.
Borough Engineer Donald Guarriello
requested that the council give him
direction as to which projects he should
apply for the grant money.

The borough recently completed
drainage work on Third Avenue using
a prior DOT grant and the council
agreed to make an application to the
DOT for milling and paving of that
portion of the road.

Councilwoman Sara Todisco asked
that the council also consider apply-
ing for a grant to pave Willow Avenue.
Mr. Guarriello also recommended that
the council consider applying for grant
money in order to replace drainage
and pave Myrtle Avenue east of Oak
Avenue due to flooding problems.

The council will make a decision on
which projects to apply for grants be-
fore the Tuesday, October 14, deadline.

Third Avenue resident Bob
Lawrence said that he lives on the
block that was worked on and noted
that the side of the street where the
drainage was installed is not the side
of the street that floods. He said that
in the winter the end of his driveway
is solid ice. “I still have to go through
another winter [with these prob-
lems]?” he asked the engineer.

“Probably,” Mr. Guarriello re-
sponded.

After Mr. Lawrence left the meet-
ing, Councilwoman Todisco ques-
tioned Mr. Guarriello as to whether
or not the work done on Third Av-
enue would improve his situation.

Mr. Guarriello responded that it
“can’t hurt him,” saying that one
drain was installed on Mr. Lawrence’s
side of the street, but that the real
improvement will come next year
when the street is milled, paved and
re-graded.

2001 Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
DAYS BEFORE DESTRUCTION…Richard McKinley, a Westfield resident,
poses on top of the Ritz Carlton Hotel with the World Trade Towers in the
background. This picture was taken just nine days before the massive destruction
of the structures which claimed many lives. Mr. McKinley witnessed the devestation
from his job site.

ford has not been widened it is causing
Garwood’s Orchard Brook, situated by
the Pathmark, to flood.

Elizabethtown Gas recently dug up
roadways on Herning Avenue, after the
road was paved this June, Commis-
sioner Tom Hannen, Jr. said. “How do
we prevent this in the future?” he asked.

Elizabethtown Gas has agreed to
pay for the milling and paving of the
street, Mr. O’Brien said.

“It seems there is a consistent disre-
gard for working with the town,” Mayor
Kalnins said.

The engineering department is meet-
ing with Elizabethtown Gas to go over
each other’s projects, Mr. O’Brien said.

Mr. O’Brien also suggested the
township consider adopting an ordi-
nance for roadwork that “would give
more teeth,” he said.

Also, Township Administrator
Terence Wall has spoken to each util-
ity company and told them the town-
ship has a “zero tolerance” policy on
roadwork. An audit of the streets that
had recent patches following road-
work from utilities will be performed.
Then, where there are needs for fur-
ther repair to the patchwork, the utili-
ties will be directed to re-pour.

A rain garden is planned for the
front of the municipal building on the
corner of Springfield Avenue and
North Union Avenue. A grant was
received to do the work, Commis-
sioner Mary O’Connor said. The loca-
tion for the rain garden was changed
from the original plan because the rain
garden experts said the “drip line”
from trees in the original area would
affect the effectiveness of the rain
garden. The township anticipates
planting to begin before the end of the
month.

The cost to cut down Old Peppy is
about $3,000, Commissioner
D’Ambola said. A report done by Ma-
ser Consulting, the company con-
tracted by the township for engineer-
ing, said the 200-year-old Pepperidge
Tree in Lincoln Park has decay inside,
and recommended removal of the tree.

He had received e-mails from resi-
dents regarding the tree, he said. “We’d

like to hear from a lot more people,” he
said. An option for a wood carving of
the tree trunk remains an active idea,
he said.

Mr. Hannen relayed again his dis-
approval of cutting down the tree. He
also said in talking to residents “door-
to-door” that a majority were for sav-
ing the tree.

“My bottom line is a safety issue,”
Deputy Mayor Lisa Adubato said.

The township had received three
other reports on recommendations for
Old Peppy in previous years, Barbara
Krause, resident and member of the
tree advisory board, said. “In com-
parison with their reports, I feel this
report by Maser was very sensational-
ized and dramatic,” said Ms. Krause.
“The other reports indicated the same
problems with the tree but also indi-
cated the remedial measures that could
be taken and have a positive effect on
the tree.”

An ordinance to refine the role of
the township administrator was pro-
posed by Commissioner Connor. She
said the ordinance in place now is
about 30 years old and is “generic.”

“This has more meat into it. It drills
down to more specific duties,” Com-
missioner O’Connor said.

When asked by Mr. Hannen if this
had anything to do with a change of
government, Commissioner O’Connor
replied, “This has nothing to do with
the change of government.”


