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Cranford to Petition Congress for Rahway River Flood Help
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — A petition asking
residents to support funding the
completion of the Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE) Rahway River
flood mitigation study and plan
will be presented to U.S. Con-
gress on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 10 by mayors and public
officials from municipalities that
lie along the Rahway River. Resi-
dents can find the link for the
petition at cranford.com/town-
ship. To date over 1,100 have
signed the petition.

The Mayors Council Rahway
River Watershed Flood Control
(MCRR), a group of public offi-
cials from municipalities in Essex
and Union County, support the
USACE recommended channel
improvements and modification
to outlet pipes in the Orange
Reservoir in the South Mountain
Reservation, as well as
rechannelization of the Rahway
River within Cranford and the
rechannelization of the Lenape
basin in Cranford. This was one
of 10 plans studied by the USACE
for flood control along the river,
and it had one of the highest
cost/benefit ratios.

The rechannelization of the
Lenape Basin was presented as
an option to improve on the work
recommended for the Orange
Reservoir. “They (USACE) have
agreed there is definite potential
there. The Army Corps is looking
at it as an option,” Mayor Andis
Kalnins of Cranford told The
Westfield Leader and The Times.

Three years ago, Hurricane
Irene damaged some 2,300
homes from Millburn to Rahway.
In Cranford alone, some 1,600
homes were damaged by flood-
waters. Of those, about 350 had
flood water damage on their first
floor. The entire first floor of the
Cranford Municipal Building, in-
cluding the court room, health
department, Downtown Manage-
ment Corporation office and TV35
were damaged by floodwaters.

down,” said Barry Sherrington, a
resident of Springfield Avenue in
Cranford. His home had floodwa-
ters smash through the base-
ment windows and about two-
and-a-half feet of floodwaters
reached the family room in the
rear of the house. He and his
family were displaced from their
home for close to three months.

Federal funding in the amount
of $1.2 million, matched by equal
funding by the State of New Jer-
sey, is needed to complete the
USACE evaluation.

Mayor Samson Steinman of
Rahway, Mayor Clifton People of
the Township of Union, Township
of Union Administrator Ronald
Manzella, Mayor Kalnins; former
Millburn Mayor and current mem-
ber of the Township Committee
Sandra Haimoff; Mayor Richard
Huber of Springfield; Deputy
Mayor Kathleen Leventhal of
Maplewood; Hatch Mott
MacDonald Engineer Leo
Coakley; former Mayor and cur-
rent Township Committee mem-
ber Tom Hannen, Jr. of Cranford,
and Mr. Aschenbach will meet

Police records were ruined.
Brookside School had $4 million
in damages. Cranford High School
also had water damage. The First
Aid Squad was completely gut-
ted. Thousands had no power for
six days because the electric sub-
station was underwater. The es-
timate of private and public dam-
ages is $100 million, Dan
Aschenbach, mayor of Cranford
when Irene hit in 2011, and a
member of MCRR, told The Leader
and The Times.

The improvements to the Or-
ange Reservoir are estimated by
USACE to lower river elevation in
Cranford by 3.5 feet during peak
storm conditions, Mr. Aschenbach
said. “This has the potential of
keeping the river in its banks in
many areas,” he said. “The up-
stream storage benefits Millburn,
Maplewood, Springfield, Union,
Kenilworth and Cranford. The
USACE estimates a significant
number of homes would be pro-
tected.”

“I think it will help with some of
the flow mitigation, so we don’t
have these tidal waves coming

with U.S. Senators Robert
Menendez and Cory Booker (both
D-N.J,); U.S. Congressmen
Donald Payne, Jr. (D-10th),
Leonard Lance (R-7th), and
Rodney Frelinghuysen (R-11th)
to ask for their support in funding
the final piece of the USACE study.
They are also expected to meet
with the USACE in Washington,
D.C.

Mayor Scott Klinder of
Kenilworth has sent a letter to
Congress stating the borough’s
support of the recommendations.

Also, local municipalities are
being asked to adopt an ordi-
nance drafted by the Mayors
Council that spells out stricter
stormwater runoff mitigation for
zoning and planning applications.

The response has been limited,
Mr. Aschenbach said. “Mayors
have even stated they don’t flood,
so no problem,” he said.

Stormwater runoff from sur-
rounding towns such as Westfield
and Mountainside, which sit at a
higher elevation than Cranford,
drains into the Rahway River.

“By now we had hoped the
other towns that drain into the
river would help,” Mr. Aschenbach
said.

“The townships upriver of us
have, whether they know it or
not or whether they care or not,
have a big impact…there has to
be a responsibility,” Mr.
Sherrington told The Leader and
The Times.

Mountainside recently ap-
proved a parking lot, part of the
Primrose School, on a slope with
very little on-site mitigation, Mr.
Aschenbach said. “Their govern-
ing body has yet to respond to
any request for coming to May-
ors Council meetings or consid-
ering the ordinance,” he said.

“Springfield and Cranford didn’t
create all this water. So, if their
citizens see the fairness and sign
the petition, maybe community
leaders will follow. We need help
solving what can be done,” Mr.
Aschenbach said.

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CRANFORD SEEKS AID...The home of Barry Sherrington of Springfield
Avenue in Cranford depicting floodwaters after Hurricane Irene hit Cranford.
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Rosary Altar Society
To Meet Sept. 11

GARWOOD — The next
monthly meeting of the Rosary
Altar Society of the Church of
St. Anne in Garwood will be
held on Thursday, September
11, at 7 p.m. in the Knights of
Columbus Hall, located at 37
South Avenue.

Parking is available behind the
Hall on Willow Avenue. Presi-
dent Christine Guerriero will call
on committee members for re-
ports. The guest speaker for
the evening will be Frank
Gabriel, past Grand Knight and
past Faithful Navigator (Walter
G. Barrette Association 0659)
Boonton. He will give an infor-
mal talk on “What is a Knight of
Columbus?” Mr. Gabriel served
in the U.S. Navy, 1963 to 1967,
and with the U.S. Air Force from
1973 to 1975. He recently re-
tired from the Department of
Defense and U.S. Army after 35
years of combined service time,
18 years of which he has been
a member of the Knights of
Columbus while at Picatinny Ar-
senal in Dover.

 Discussion about the
Society’s Annual Communion
Breakfast on Sunday, October
5, also will take place.

The next Rosary Sunday is
September 7. Also, the bus trip
to Atlantic City Taj Mahal is on
Sunday, September 21. The
price is $30 with a slot return of
$25. Call Jennie at (908) 789-
0778 for more information.


