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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Growing pains and a key injury
hampered last year’s Cranford
High School boys soccer team,
but this season the Cougar boys
have some good depth and speed
and plan to use all the gas in their
tank.

“A growing season is a nice way
to put it for how we preformed
last year. Certainly, we did have
some injuries and we had a mix
of levels with several making their
debut at the varsity level,” said
Cougar Head Coach Greg
Campbell, who added, “We were
disappointed in our development
in the way that we implemented
some of our tactical work, so it’s
really been one of our main points
of focus this season. We have a
mix of age groups, and I really
try to work guys I felt I could
coach and mold into the system.
So far, in our first couple of scrim-
mages, that’s worked to a great
effect.

Most of the Cougars’ experi-
ence is in the midfield with the
return of senior Anthony Maglino,
who was injured all last year, and
seniors Mark Christiano and
Moises Phillipsborn, along with
junior Mike Smith. Junior Dominic
Meliado won the starting goalie
spot last year, so Coach Campbell
has a lot of confidence in his
abilities.

“I am excited that we have one
of our top seniors back, Anthony
Maglino, one who missed last
year with a concussion. Our start-
ing keeper has another year of

experience. I think he is really
going to be solid back there for
us,” he said.

Junior Jakub Iwaniuk will be in
the attacking front, along with
seniors Nick Hughes and Kevin
Roman, who are in the mix. The

defense consists of seniors Erik
Monteagudo, who was sweeper
last year, and Albert Gargiulo,
and juniors Garrett Forrestal and
Ryan Donovan. Other midfielders
in the mix are sophomores Trey
Pasqual, Addison Chang and Matt

Perino.
This year, the Union County

Conference has been divided into
four divisions and the Cougars

will be in the Mountain Division.
“I think our match-up in terms

of division realignment in the
county is going to play to our
favor, rather than playing teams
like Scotch Plains and Westfield
twice a year, we are going to get

teams like Rahway, Summit and
Plainfield and Linden. I think that’s
a competitive atmosphere for us
and we can get some wins out of
that division,” Coach Campbell
said.

But when it comes to the com-

petition of Union County schools,
he said. “Union County is no joke
when it comes to soccer. We
know we have our work cut out
for us even though we are not in
the Watchung Division any more.
With that realignment, we match
up with schools that are more our
size. We still have designs of
making a real run in the county
tournament, and that is why our
focus in on the tactical work and
the development. We don’t have
the size and the physicality, so
we have to work on the finer
points of our development.”

However, regardless of the size
of their opponents, the Cougars
still plan to put the peddle to the
metal.

“It’s not that we don’t have
determination, and it’s not that
we don’t play physically. It’s just
that 11 on 11 some times we
can’t add up for a total squad. We
still have guys, who will play
hard. Aggressiveness is what we
do, that’s part of my philosophy.
You can’t win without aggres-
siveness and the drive to win
those 50-50 balls. We are trying
to develop these guys to have
greater soccer intelligence to
work as a unit. We can’t work
without a team plan. I think we’ve
come a long way with that. I have
a bunch of guys on my bench that
I feel really comfortable bringing
in place of my starters. The em-
phasis is going to be in using all
the gas in the tank to give us all
the success we can,” Coach
Campbell said.

The Cougars will need a full tank
when they open with Westfield at
Memorial Field on Friday, Sep-
tember 5, at 4:00 p.m.

“We look forward to defending
our home field in front of our
home fans. That will be a really
nice challenge for us to get
started,” Coach Campbell said.

SENIOR STRENGTH – MAGLINO, CHRISTIANO, MONTEGUDO, GARGIULO, PHILLIPBORN

Soccer Cougars Plan to Use All ‘Gas in Tank’ for Success

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SENIOR STARTERS , GOALIE…Cougar starters, pictured, left to right, are: seniors Erik Monteagudo and Moises
Phillipborn, unior goalie Dom Meliado, and seniors Albert Gargiulo and Anthony Maglino. Missing Mark Christiano.


