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Blue Devils Jeopardy:
The Winner Is … ‘Brew’

Bob Brewster took top honors in
our Blue Devils Jeopardy contest that
was held in the June 26 Devil’s Den.
Brewster scored $959 Den Dollars,
nailing 23 of the 25 answers.

Brew was also the only respondent
to get Final Jeopardy, the $1,000
tiebreaker – the “original” Blue Devil
mascot during the 1958 football sea-
son. He had “Who was Pete Vogt?”

So here are the correct questions,
and the results, with some comments,
about Blue Devils Jeopardy. Thanks
to all those who took the time to par-
ticipate.

SINGLE JEOPARDY
$1: Who is Jeff Stember?
$3: Who is Renaldo (Skeets)
Nehemiah?
$5: Who is Matt Rothstein?
$7: Who is Rick Barry?
$9: Who is Adam Bergo?

DOUBLE JEOPARDY
$3: Who are Chris Vogel, Kris Will-
iams, Brian Ciemniekci and Matt Will-
iams?
$9: Who is Scott Bridgeman?
$15: Who is Dave Surgent?
$21: Who is Evan Shapiro?
$27: Who is Dave Brown?

TRIPLE JEOPARDY
$6: Who is Alicia Sugrue?
$18: Who is Beth Rennicks?
$30: Who is Mary Jackson?
$42: Who is Kathy Federici?
$54: Who is Natalie Urciuoli?

QUADRUPLE JEOPARDY
$14: Who are Dwight Eisenhower and
Bill Clinton?
$32: Who is Ernie (Smitty) Lanning?
$50: Who is Ham Richardson?
$68: Who is Dennis Powers?
$86: Who is Walt Hansgen?
Quintuple Jeopardy
$44: What is Roselle Park High School?
$65: Who is Pump Vella?
$88: Who is Hub Stine?
$127: Who is Roger Twitchell?
$176: Who is Cliff Ewing?

FINAL JEOPARDY
$1,000 Tiebreaker: Who is Pete Vogt?

THE PLAYERS:
$959: Bob Brewster, from the Class

of 1968, got 23 out of 25 questions.
He was stumped on Double $9, and

he missed Quadruple $32 on a techni-
cality, the pitcher with 21 strikeouts.
He said Jake Lanning, the question was
Ernie (Smitty) Lanning. No word on
how much help he got from brothers
Brad, Daryl and Roger, or mother
Marge. “The idea is to use all (the
information) you have at your disposal,”
Brew said. “It was all there, with a little
creativity.”

$847: Steve Merrill, from the Class
of 1971, was correct on 21 questions.

$715: Bruce Baker, from the Class
of 1960, was correct on 16 questions.

$604: Glen Kehler, from the Class of
1975, was correct on 14 questions.

$307: Neil Horne Jr., from the Class
of 1988, was correct on the only ques-
tions he attempted, the three basket-
ball-related questions, including the
two toughies at Quintuple $127 and
$176. “That’s pretty amazing about the
guy at UMass (Roger Twitchell),” he
said. “Thanks for teaching me some
more Westfield basketball history.”

$257: From the Class of 1961, the
team of Jeff Gilbert (Pittstown), Pete
Love (Alamogordo, N.M.) and Jim
Wilday (Long Beach Island) gets a spe-
cial mention since they were the first
entry to file – 5:30 p.m. on Thursday,
June 26, the day the article appeared on
the newstands. They got five questions

correct, and narrowly missed six others,
including Final Jeopardy. “We didn’t
want to look stuff up on the computer,”
Gilbert said. “We talked it over between
us and just went with what we knew,
which obviously wasn’t much. I guess
we could’ve used Pat Kennedy’s help,
but he was in Maine fishing.”

$211: Jeff Kole, from the Class of
1976, was correct on nine questions.

GOOD NEWS, GREAT NEWS
Thom Hornish, who retired as a

teacher back in June, will be back on
the sidelines for a 35th season with his
girls cross-country team. He’ll serve as
co-coach with Jen Buccino. For a while
there it didn’t look like he’d get to
coach, due to some political red tape
and lack of common sense. (Gov.
Christie somehow found the time to

return from Iowa and signed the bill.)
Hornish wanted one more season, and
the only coach the WHS girls cross-
country team has ever known will now
be getting it.

But as good as that news was, the
really uplifting news for Hornish is that
he quietly had a cancerous tumor re-
moved from his throat in July. This
after going to the dentist to, he thought,
have an impacted wisdom tooth re-
moved! The surgery was successful,
the prognosis is excellent and all the
tests were negative.
ONE WAY TO COOPERSTOWN

“Covered Wooden Grandstands,” a
363-page book about semipro baseball
written by many of the state’s premier
sports reporters – including WHS
graduates Bruce Johnson, Joe Sullivan,
Steve Merrill and Bruce Moran – is

now in the Baseball Hall
of Fame in Cooperstown,
N.Y., in the electronic
research branch of the
Doubleday Library
known as ABNER – the
American Baseball Net-
work for Electronic Re-
search. It is sold at the
Town Book Store on East
Broad Street, Westfield.

FIRST AND LAST
Today’s “Scrapbook

Photo” is of Pete Vogt
(’59), our school’s be-
loved former mascot, the
Blue Devil. It’s from
Thanksgiving Day 1958
against Plainfield. Vogt
is a documentary pro-

ducer living in Washington and the
picture of the Blue Devil tormenting
the Plainfield Cardinal was taken from
his wonderful documentary “Oh What
a Time It Was,” which he put together
for his 50th class reunion. Check it out
at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=5e8xwsw0bXIandfeature=
player_detailpage

IN PASSING
The past 90 days have sadly seen

way too many people from my life pass
on, including:

Brian Duelks (’91), 41. He is the son
of Jack (’66), and brother former WHS
athletes Jack (’88), Dave (’93) and
Mike (’01).

Justin Olsen (’08), 24. Justin was a
three-year letterman in baseball, the
last two years as the catcher who
bridged the Mike and A.J. Murray years.
He captained the 2008 team, and had a
.402 career batting average.

Archie Andrews, age unknown. He
was the loveable redhead who was a part
of every comic book lover’s youth in the
1950s and ‘60s especially, was killed off
over the summer, defending a gay friend.
He will, however, live on with Jughead,
Betty, Veronica and Reggie in other off-
shoots of Archie comics. But Riverdale
will never be the same.

Johnny Winter, 70. He was the long
white-haired blues guitarist from the ’60s
and ’70s, and the older brother of Edgar.

Bill Jeremiah, 72. He was an icon of
Westfield sports and the father of WHS
athletes Krissy (’88) and Rich (’94),
along with Bill (’86) and Bob (’90).

Ernie Lancaster, 60. He was the gui-
tarist for the ’70s boogie/rock/blues Root
Boy Slim and the Sex Change Band.

Actor James Garner, 86. For me he
will always be Bret Maverick on the TV
western “Maverick” from 1957-60. To
a later generation he was Jim Rockford
of TV’s “Rockford Files.” To the cur-
rent generation, he was a “who’s he”?

Phil Neubert, 69. He was the Blue
Devil mascot in 1961 and a swimmer
on several state champion teams.

Ray Schnitzer, 88. He was at SPFHS
from 1953-91, coaching soccer, basket-
ball and track before becoming an assis-
tant principal and athletic director in 1965.

Don Pardo, 96. He was the announcer
on the original Price is Right, the origi-
nal Jeopardy! back in the early 1960s,
and later the voice of Saturday Night
Live. He was also the on-duty announcer
for NBC-TV on Nov. 22, 1963, and the
first to announce the president John F.
Kennedy had been shot in Dallas.

Bobby Carter and Pete Bundy, two
members of the great Columbus play-
ground teams in the ’60s.

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerMoves.com
© 2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, September 7th  1-4PM • 1033 Tice Place

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Member of Coldwell Banker International President's
Premier-Top 1% of Sales Associates Nationwide

#1 REALTOR , Westfield East Office, Total Production - 11 Years!
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum - 2002-2009

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Gold - 1987-2001. 2009-2011.

Hye-Young Choi, Sales Associate

908-301-2015, Direct

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
Westfield East Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555 x 169

© 2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Westfield. Sunny and spacious 10 room, 5 bedroom, 3 ½ bath home facing south with easy access to K thru 12
schools and park. First floor has a private suite with sitting room with built-in writing area, full bath and walk-in
closet. Beautiful granite eat-in kitchen with center island has a full panoramic view of great level back yard and
adjacent family room with cathedral ceiling. A warm breakfast area, with French sliders, opens to tree enclosed
yard. House also has skylights, large living room with fireplace and formal dining. The master suite with whirlpool
bath and separate shower, walk-in closet with deep crawl space. 3 additional good-size bedrooms, hallway bath
and laundry room on the second floor. Hardwood floors throughout, multi-zone central air and heat, 2 car attached
garage and newly landscaped front gardens, 75x150 level lot…$1,070,000. A must see.

TOP RUNNERS, RUSSO, CHANDLER, O’DWYER, BRENNAN

Blue Devil Boys, Girls Expect
To Make Huge ‘Blips’ in X-C

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Huge blips will definitely seen on
the radar screens when it comes to
locating this year’s Westfield High
School boys and girls cross-country
teams. The Blue Devil boys have had
a very productive summer, while the
girls, nicknamed the “Blue Tsunami”
last year, return with an even larger
wave of 143 participants.

“The nice thing about it too is simi-
lar to last year, where we were off the
radar for the first month of the sea-
son, the kids kept chopping away.
They put in a tremendous summer.
This past summer probably has been
the best summer we’ve ever had with
the number of guys, who have been
involved in the training and the qual-
ity of the training,” Boys Head Coach
Chris Tafelski said.

Last year, the Blue Devil boys
achieved success on the county, sec-
tional and state levels.

“We won our division of the Union
County Conference. We were Union
County champions. We’ve won the
county meet ever since 2008. We
were second in the state sectionals.
Millburn sneaked up and caught us
sleeping a little bit at that meet. The
following week we were second at
the Group 4 state meet. We got re-
venge against Millburn and we were
second to West Windsor-Plainsboro
South. They have been our archrival
at that level for a number of years. We
surprised a lot of people with a fourth
place at the Meet of Champs,” Coach
Tafelski pointed out.

Presently the top runners will be-
gin with senior co-captains Matt
Russo and Will Chandler.

“Matt Russo is our top returning

guy. He was sixth in the county last
year. He has put in a fantastic summer
of training and is really ready to roll.
Will Chandler was our eighth man
last year, just out of the varsity mix,
but he had a tremendous spring sea-
son, a 1:57 for an 800. He was on our
4x8 relay that took sixth at the Meet
of Champions. He also ran a 4:22 for
a mile, so he’s off the radar, and that’s
a nice thing. I think people are going
to learn who he is pretty quickly,”
Coach Tafelski said.

Junior Nick Antonelli and Ryan
Siegel are also expected to add big
blips.

“Nick was on the 4x8 last year. He
broke 2:00 as a sophomore, which is
an accomplishment. Ryan Siegel was
in last year’s top-7. He’s a workhorse.
He will do anything you ask him. He
gives it everything he’s got every
single day. Those four guys are our
Alpha group,” Coach Tafelski said.

Senior co-captains Bryan Jackler
and Griffin Mooney, and senior Alex
Fromm, along with juniors Darian
Siegel, Anthony Scalia and Alex Hall
are expected to be in the mix.

At the county level, the Blue Devil
boys can expect stiff competition from
the Summit Hilltoppers.

“Summit has become a top-10 team
in the state, so we are looking for-
ward to that. Neil Sharma [WHS
graduate] is their coach and he is a
Blue Devil at heart. They are gunning
for us and we know it. They want to
topple us. That’s life when you win at
the county level year in and year out,”
Coach Tafelski said.

The Blue Devils’ first regular-sea-
son meet will be at Union on Tuesday,
September 16, at 4:00 p.m.

“We have a lot to look forward to.

We got everybody healthy right now.
Usually at this time of the year, you
have some guys who are coming down
with this and that. The lesson to be
learned from last year is don’t ever
count out the Blue Devils. Even go-
ing into the last meet of the year, we
have a lot in the tank,” Coach Tafelski
said.

After some assistance from above,
Thom Hornish will be allowed to
finish his final season as Co-Head
Coach of the girls with his longtime
assistant Jen Buccino.

“Due to the efforts of Senator Tom
Kean and Paul Byrnes plus Assem-
blyman [Jon] Bramnick, the legisla-
tion blocking me from coaching was
passed and signed by Governor
[Chris] Christie. Now I have the op-
portunity to finish my career-42 years.
As of now Jen Buccino is in charge,
she’s been my assistant for 27 years
and is phenomenal and is assisted by
third year coach Jill Mezzacappa,”
Coach Hornish said.

Last year, the Lady Blue Devils
won their first Union County title
since 2003 and set a WHS record
with an average time of 19:38 (top-5
runners). They also placed third in
the section and fifth in the Group 4
meet.

The Lady Blue Devils have talent
at every grade level, beginning with
senior captains Rita Murphy, Natalie
Marcotullio, Gabby Brennan,
Meghan O’Dwyer, Caroline Stock-
ing and Charlie O’Brien, in addition
to seniors Kelly Morrison, and Rachel
Hayden.

“Our top runners are looking very
good. The top kids came here ready
and prepared. I think we have some
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The 7th Annual  
Anne and Lee Hale Speaker Series 

 

Made possible by grants from  
The Thomas Glasser Foundation and  

The Anne and Lee Hale Fund 
 

Hosted by the Friends of the Westfield Memorial Library 

 

Bruce Johnson  
 

former Westfield resident, author 
and popular sports writer of the  

The Westfield Leader’s Devil’s Den   

    

“Westfield, the Sports Capital  
of New Jersey” 

Open to the public.  Pre-registration required.  
Register online at www.wmlnj.org and click on the 

Online Calendar or call 908-789-4090 ext. 0 

Wednesday, September 17 at 7:00 pm 
Westfield Memorial Library 

 

The Westfield Memorial Library      
550 East Broad Street 

Westfield, NJ 07090 www.wmlnj.org 
 

You’ve loved Bruce Johnson’s views and vast knowledge of 
Westfield sports in print —now come meet him in person! 

SCRAPBOOK PHOTO...Westfield Blue Devil Pete
Vogt (’59) gets things stirred up with the Plainfield
Cardinal at the 1958 Thanksgiving Day football game.
Plainfield won 21-0 as Jim Fania scored three TDs.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GIRLS X-C CAPTAINS...The Lady Blue Devils cross-country captains pictured, left to right, are: Gabby Brennan,
Caroline Stocking, Rita Murphy, Natalie Marcotullio, Charlie O’Brien and Meghan O’Dwyer.


