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FUTURE ASTRONAUTS…Rachael and Jonathan Eicholz of Garwood enjoy
The Westfield Leader while visiting the Shuttle Atlantis at the Kennedy Space
Center in Florida on August 11.

Photo courtesy of Rachel Manzo
TRE SORELLE...This June, Mary, Natalie and Alice Manzo went on a family
vacation to a small Italian island off the coast of Gaeta called Ventotene and
brought The Westfield Leader. This island is the home of their great-grandparents.
The island is only a little over half a square mile with a population of 708 people.

COMMEMORATIVE TRIP...Jacie and Arnie Civins, of Evalyn Dunn Gallery,
Westfield, display The Westfield Leader at Giverny, Claude Monet's home.  They
were touring during a trip commemorating 100 years of World War I and World
War II, visiting sites in Bosnia, France and Belgium.

Access’ landscaping plan. There
will be a shift to the right at the side
yard (Terrill Road), which will re-
quire a variance.

Another application for an entry
portico at 88 Hunter Avenue at the
South Avenue corridor was can-
celled.

The next regular meeting of the
planning board will be Monday,
September 15, at 7:30 p.m., at the
municipal building located at 75
North Martine Avenue.

Photo courtesy of anonymous
BUCKAROO...A buck dove into the Cranford Orange Avenue pool last week.
The deer almost landed on a senior citizen doing laps. The deer got out and then
ran onto the playground.
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Highlights of the report include,
social studies updates in the first
grade, middle-school revised fiction
and non-fiction pieces, next genera-
tion science standards with upgrades
in science and engineering to take
place over the next three years, on-
line seventh- and eighth-grade math,
infusing iPads further in the use of
tools for Global perspective classes
and replacing AP (Advanced Place-
ment) Physics with Physics I and II.

The next board of education meet-
ing is scheduled for Tuesday, Sep-
tember 16, at 7:30 p.m., in the admin-
istration building on Evergreen Av-
enue and Cedar Street in Scotch
Plains.

It was also noted that a BOE Can-
didates’ Night will be held on Mon-
day, October 20, at 7:30 p.m. with the
location pending. Mr. Whitehouse
noted that there are four candidates
vying for two open seats in Scotch
Plains and two candidates for one
seat in Fanwood. Board members in
Scotch Plains whose terms are up in
2014 are Mr. Layne and Warren
McFall. Mr. McFall is seeking re-
election although Mr. Layne is not.
Also running from Scotch Plains are
Evan Murray, Michele and Richard
Polhamus.

Ms. Cleary, from Fanwood, also is
seeking re-election.
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MS Zoning Bd. to Rehear
Cornerstone Application

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The board
of adjustment last week cancelled
from the record their hearing of The
Cornerstone Day School’s applica-
tion for a change of tenancy and site
plan. After several hours of delib-
eration, Board Attorney Vincent
Loughlin and board planning expert
John Chadwick came to the realiza-
tion that an error in the posting of the
application had rendered the pro-
ceedings legally void. The board
therefore required the applicant to
return for a repeat of the hearing to
correct this legal error.

The Cornerstone Day School op-
erates a private therapeutic school
for students with significant psy-
chiatric and emotional disorders,
primarily severe anxiety and de-
pression. The school does not ac-
cept students with active addiction
problems or who pose a threat to
others.  According to the
organization’s website, Corner-
stone is the only school in New
Jersey that is both a licensed men-
tal health program and an accred-
ited school. Students receive in-
tensive psychological support in
addition to rigorous academic in-
struction.

Allan Blau, Cornerstone’s found-
ing director, explained to the
Mountainside board members that
most of the school’s students are
high school students who are re-
ferred to Cornerstone by public
school districts throughout New Jer-
sey. Cornerstone’s mission is to guide
these students towards appropriate
self-management and coping skills
that will allow them to return to
regular schooling as soon as pos-
sible.

 “We are great believers in public
education,” Mr. Blau said, “and our
children leave the school, hopefully
within 18 months, and return to their
school district…we’ve had kids, over
the years, from 90 different school

districts.”
Mr. Blau told the board that his

school’s success in returning stu-
dents to their original high schools
in healthy mental condition inspired
districts to send students to Corner-
stone at a younger age, in hopes that
earlier intervention would improve
the students’ high school experiences
from the beginning. For that reason,
Cornerstone has been accepting in-
creasing numbers of middle school
students, and now seeks to open a
separate facility at 1121 Bristol
Road, adjacent to their current build-
ing at 1101 Bristol Road. The new
facility will serve only middle school
students.

Cornerstone’s application for a
change in tenancy and a site plan
appeared to require several vari-
ances. The first was for a use vari-
ance, since the location of the school
is in a light industrial, rather than a
school zone. Early in the proceed-
ings, the board realized that a re-
cently passed ordinance that spe-
cifically allows educational facili-
ties in the light industrial zone would
make that use variance unnecessary.
Other variances included a variance
for mixed use, since the building of
Cornerstone’s new facility also
houses a warehouse with eight em-
ployees, and a variance for parking
spaces. Though the 44 parking
spaces available are more than ample
for the small group of employees
who will work at the facility, a zon-
ing law requires 51 parking spaces,
based on the square footage of the
lot. The board also expressed con-
cerns about traffic flow during drop
off and pick up procedures at the
school and some reservations about
the strain on municipal services that
might be occasioned by calls to 911
for distressed students.

During discussion of these vari-
ous matters, Mr. Chadwick, the
board’s planning expert, interjected
to observe that because the two fa-
cilities share management, and be-
cause coordination between the two
facilities comes into play when vans
pick up and drop off students at both
locations, the two buildings should
have both been listed as “in combi-
nation of use.” The public notices
posted, however, related only to the
new facility and did not include ref-
erence to any shared operations be-
tween Cornerstone’s existing facil-
ity and the new building.

“You’ve got a whole slew of wit-
nesses and this very professional
presentation, but even I know that if
we don’t get it all in the notice,
we’ve got problems,” said Mr.
Chadwick. “I just don’t want to get
all the way through this and find out
at the 11th hour that, wait a minute,
we should have talked about this in
the first place.” Mr. Loughlin, the
board’s attorney, joked that the lit-
eral hour of 11 o’clock was, indeed,
approaching, but he concurred with
Mr. Chadwick’s analysis.

Despite objections from
Cornerstone’s representation, the
board concluded that a revised hear-
ing would have to be held next
month. “I think we’ve gotta start
again,” Mr. Loughlin said. Although
none of the testimony heard could
be preserved in the official record,
the board agreed that testimony at
the revised hearing could be offered
in what Mr. Chadwick called a
“Reader’s Digest version.”

The next board meeting will be
held on Tuesday, September 23 at
7:30 p.m.

St. Bart’s Festival by Susan M. Dougherty

it’s going to be quite some time,” he
added, noting that the cleaners sus-
tained heavy smoke damage.

Chief Kelly said the starting lo-
cation of the blaze has not been
determined.

“We have an area of origin, (but)
we don’t have a definite determina-
tion, but we do know it is not suspi-
cious,” Chief Kelly told The Times.

According to
mycentraljersey.com, Westfield re-
ceived mutual aid from fire depart-
ments in Springfield, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Cranford, Roselle,
Rahway, Linden, Elizabeth and Hill-
side.

The blaze remains under a joint
investigation by the Westfield fire
and police departments and the
Union County Fire Investigation
Task Force.
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GOP Picks Michael Ince
As Candidate for Sheriff

COUNTY — Union County Re-
publican Chairman Glenn Mortimer
has announced that Michael Ince will
be the Republican candidate for
county sheriff.  Democrat Joseph
Cryan has been serving as acting
sheriff since the death of long-time
Sheriff Ralph Froehlich in July.

Mr. Mortimer stated, “The posi-
tion of sheriff is far too important to
be just another political position. It
is a dangerous world out there. For
this reason our committee was de-
termined to find the best qualified
candidate for the job. That person is
Michael Ince. Mr. Ince was a Clark,
N.J. police officer prior to an over
24-year career as a special agent with
the FBI. His record in homeland secu-
rity matters and crime fighting is stel-
lar. I truly hope that the Democrats

also put forth a candidate with solid
law enforcement credentials.”

Mr. Ince was born and raised in
Union County, growing up in Clark,
and then residing in Westfield for a
lengthy period before moving to
Garwood recently. Mr. Ince holds an
undergraduate degree from Montclair
State University and graduate degrees
from both Seton Hall University and
Montclair State University. Mr. Ince is
also a graduate of the Union County
Police Academy and the FBI Acad-
emy at Quantico, Va.

Mr. Ince said he looks forward to
meeting with the residents of Union
County over the next two months
prior to the election, and discussing
how his experience would be a valu-
able asset to the Union County
Sheriff’s Office.

why full payment had been made to the
company installing the Brookside Park
pavilion when work on that structure
has been stalled since late June. Mr.
Giaimis seemed to imply that the coun-
cil was free to ask questions about
items included in the bill list, but could
not vote down the bill list because
payments had already been made.

Mr. Lehrer this week backed that
viewpoint, which led to the mayor
skeptically inquiring why Mr. Lehrer
had spent taxpayer money research-
ing a matter that, until now, had never
been an issue — even pointing to the
years when Mr. Lehrer had first served
as township attorney from 2010
through 2012. Mr. Lehrer, besides
promising the mayor that he would
not bill the township for his research
on the issue, objected to what he felt
was Mr. Glover’s characterization of
his legal finding as being politically
motivated.

Mrs. Gialanella asked that the coun-
cil request Mr. Lehrer to research and
propose amendments to local ordi-
nances that would allow the council to
have more formal input on expendi-

tures and “feel they’re being fiscally
responsible,” a move that was voted
down by a party-line 3-to-2 vote.

Mr. Giaimis said such amendments
could mean that “every purchase would
have to be approved” by the council.
Councilman Vastine was more pointed,
telling the council Democrats that they
should “go back to school and get a
master’s degree in public administra-
tion,” after which they could serve as
municipal manager. Referring to the
council, he said that “we don’t run the
township’s day-to-day business” un-
der the council-manager form of gov-
ernment. Councilman Llewellyn Jones
also opposed the idea, jokingly saying
that it could lead to a situation where
the council would have to meet to
approve the emergency purchase of
toilet paper for restroom facilities at
township parks.

At the start of the meeting, Mayor
Glover announced that the township
would mark the anniversary of the Sep-
tember 11, 2001 terrorist attacks with a
remembrance service on Thursday,
September 11, at 7 p.m. at Alan Augus-
tine Village Green.
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Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
EVERYBODY DANCE…The music of The Nerds gets everyone to their feet at
the Union County Summer Arts Festival’s final  concert on August 27. The event,
sponsored by the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders and funded by
Investors Bank, was held at Oak Ridge Park in Clark.

always been an interior design fea-
ture of the Carriage House. Mr.
Kois shared his findings with the
council and met with approval to
move forward, keeping the barn
doors, aesthetics, and historical ac-
curacy all in place.

Mr. Kois also proposed a design
for a bronze plaque that will grace
one of the new buildings in
Fanwood’s Downtown Redevelop-
ment area. Mayor Colleen Mahr
liked the design and suggested con-
sidering a second plaque for
Fanwood’s historic train station and
museum.

Later in the meeting, Council-
man Kevin Boris, liaison to the Rec-
reation Commission, reported that
the commission’s members had ex-
pressed some misgivings about the
council’s investigations into the
pricing of certain recreation pro-
grams. Councilman Boris explained
that the council has recently been
forced to look into all departments’
finances because of severe restraints
affecting the council’s capital bud-
get. Mayor Mahr seconded his ob-
servation, saying that “if the bor-
ough is not even breaking even, it is
an appropriate time to reexamine
fee schedules.”

Councilman Boris also noted that
profitable recreation programs rely
on municipal funding in ways that
might not be immediately obvious.
Using sports activities held on mu-
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Fanwood Council
nicipal fields as an example, he
said, “Of course you can make a
profit when you’re using the fields
but not paying for their mainte-
nance.”

Borough Attorney Dennis Estis
responded that, while Councilman
Boris was correct, the structure of
municipalities providing and main-
taining facilities for recreation de-
partment events is common
throughout the state. Mr. Estis said
the real trouble is simply that “the
days of wine and roses” when mu-
nicipalities could easily cover such
costs, prior to state-mandated bud-
get caps, “are over.”

In order to improve communica-
tion and ensure that the Recreation
Commission remains an active par-
ticipant in the council’s decision-
making process, Mayor Mahr asked
that the council’s working commit-
tee on recreation reach out to mem-
bers of the Recreation Commission
and to the borough’s Chief Finan-
cial Officer Fred Tompkins to dis-
cuss financial priorities. “I have full
confidence in all of you,” she said.

The council’s regular meeting will
take place at 7 p.m. on Tuesday,
September 16.

Schools Are Open —
Please Drive Carefully!


