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Whether Your Real Estate Needs Are Local, National, or International
Your Move Is Our Move and We’re Ready To Assist You Every Step Of The Way.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
UP IN SMOKE...A roof caved in on the Village Plaza, a strip mall on South Avenue in Westfield, on September 1 and several
other businesses suffered smoke and water damage after a four-alarm fire broke out at approximately 11:24 a.m.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
KA-BOOM...An explosion occurred at Village Plaza, a South Avenue strip mall
in Westfield, on September 1. The blaze required the assistance of 80 firefighters
to get it under control.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fanwood OKs Revised Site
Plan for Community Access

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD – The planning
board last Wednesday approved an
application from Community Ac-
cess, an organization which pro-
vides housing for disabled persons,
to revise their site plan for the cor-
ner of Midway and Terrill Road, in
compliance with an order by the
New Jersey Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection (NJDEP).

The site plan for the building,
which would have 10 apartments
on three levels, was approved by
the board last year. The project,
said Stephen Hehl, the attorney for
Community Access, would also give
Fanwood credits toward affordable
housing and still be in compliance
with the borough’s master plan.

The need for the revised site plan
is that the NJDEP is requiring the

structure to be 15 feet away from an
underground twin pipe, which is 72
inches in diameter. The structure
will  be moved six feet. The reason,
said Mr. Hehl, is that room must be
provided in case the pipe needs
maintenance.

Planning Board Chairman Dale
Flowers said the Board of Health,
police department and the depart-
ment of public works have no ob-
jections. Matthew Juckes of the
borough’s environmental commit-
tee said even though it entails mov-
ing several trees the committee also
has no objection. Mr. Hehl said there
is no change in Community Access’s
landscaping plan. There will be a
shift to the right at the side yard
(Terrill Road), which will require a
variance.

Another application for an entry

Mountainside Bd. to Rehear
Cornerstone Application

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The board of
adjustment last week cancelled from
the record their hearing of The Corner-
stone Day School’s application for a
change of tenancy and site plan. After
several hours of deliberation, Board
Attorney Vincent Loughlin and board
planning expert John Chadwick came
to the realization that an error in the
posting of the application had rendered
the proceedings legally void. The board
therefore required the applicant to re-
turn for a repeat of the hearing to cor-
rect this legal error.

The Cornerstone Day School oper-
ates a private therapeutic school for
students with significant psychiatric
and emotional disorders, primarily se-
vere anxiety and depression. The school
does not accept students with active
addiction problems or who pose a threat
to others. According to the
organization’s website, Cornerstone is
the only school in New Jersey that is
both a licensed mental health program
and an accredited school. Students re-
ceive intensive psychological support

in addition to rigorous academic in-
struction.

Allan Blau, Cornerstone’s founding
director, explained to the Mountain-
side board members that most of the
school’s students are high-school stu-
dents who are referred to Cornerstone
by public school districts throughout
New Jersey. Cornerstone’s mission is
to guide these students towards appro-
priate self-management and coping
skills that will allow them to return to
regular schooling as soon as possible.

 “We are great believers in public
education,” Mr. Blau said, “and our
children leave the school, hopefully
within 18 months, and return to their
school district…we’ve had kids, over
the years, from 90 different school
districts.”

Mr. Blau told the board that his
school’s success in returning students
to their original high schools in healthy
mental condition inspired districts to
send students to Cornerstone at a
younger age, in hopes that earlier inter-
vention would improve the students’
high-school experiences from the be-
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Two Village Plaza Businesses in
Westfield Destroyed By Fire

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Eighty
firefighters from nine towns assisted
Westfield firefighters in extinguish-
ing a four-alarm fire late Monday
morning in the Village Plaza strip
mall at 1004 to 1008 South Avenue
on the Scotch Plains border.

The fire caused damage to five of
the seven businesses in the mall, lo-
cated on the 1000 block of South
Avenue, destroying two of them. The
mall was home to La Casa Pizzeria,
Salon South, Racquets Etc., Village
Plaza, JK Nail, Karate ‘N’ Motion
and Westwood Cleaners.

Fire Chief Dan Kelly told The

Westfield Leader that the fire call
came in at 11:24 a.m. with firefighters
arriving on the scene within four min-
utes.

“The fire quickly escalated to four
alarms. (There was) heavy fire show-
ing in the Karate ‘N’ Motion in the
rear of the building and fire in the rear
of the nail salon,” Chief Kelly said.

With a news crew from CBS Chan-
nel 2 on the scene filming the blaze,
a sudden explosion caused a fireball
over the stores, knocking two
firefighters to the ground. Chief Kelly
told The Leader that both firefighters,
who were with the Linden Fire De-
partment, were treated and released
at a nearby hospital. Chief Kelly said

another half-dozen firefighters were
treated for heat exhaustion at the
scene.

Both Union County Emergency
Medical Services and the Westfield
Rescue Squad were on the scene.

Chief Kelly said the fire was under
control by 1:30 p.m.

The chief said the nail salon and
karate business were both destroyed
as the fire caused their roof to cave in
over the businesses. Both establish-
ments sustained heavy fire and struc-
tural damage.

SHERIFF CANDIDATE...Union County Republican Chairman Glenn Mortimer,
right, shakes hands with Michael Ince, who will be the GOP candidate for Union
County sheriff. Mr. Ince was a Clark police officer prior to an over 24-year career
as a Special Agent with the FBI. See story page 10.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
SWING TIME...Attendees enjoy the swings at the St. Bart's Festival to benefit St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Church and School and UNICO held over Labor Day
weekend in Scotch Plains.  The four-day annual festival attracts thousands of visitors.

The pizzeria, tennis racket busi-
ness and salon sustained smoke dam-
age. “I would say that those busi-
nesses, hopefully, would be open in
two weeks,” Chief Kelly told The
Leader. “But for the cleaners and the
other two establishments, it’s going
to be quite some time,” he added,
noting that the cleaners sustained
heavy smoke damage.

Chief Kelly said the starting loca-
tion of the blaze has not been deter-
mined.

“We have an area of origin, (but)
we don’t have a definite determina-
tion, but we do know it is not suspi-
cious,” Chief Kelly told The Leader.

According to mycentraljersey.com,
Westfield received mutual aid from
fire departments in Springfield,
Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Cranford,
Roselle, Rahway, Linden, Elizabeth
and Hillside.

The blaze remains under a joint
investigation by the Westfield fire
and police departments and the Union
County Fire Investigation Task Force.

“We have an area of origin, [but]
we don’t have a definite determi-
nation... we do know it is not suspi-
cious.” —
Westfield Fire Chief Dan Kelly

Westfield Town Council Approves
Demos; Kasko Alleges Investigation

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The town council
Tuesday announced that the Westfield
Rescue Squad’s Community Blood
Drive will be held on Sunday, Sep-
tember 14, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., at
335 Watterson Street in Westfield.
More information can be found by
accessing nybloodcenter.org and en-
tering group code 68156.

The council also approved an ordi-
nance for a handicapped parking
space.

Additionally, it was announced that
Westfield will hold its 9/11 service at
6:30 p.m. More information will fol-

low in local newspapers and websites,
Mayor Andrew Skitbitsky said.

A resolution was passed to reject
bids and to authorize a re-bid for
curbing, milling and paving and drain-
age for Seneca Place. The bids came
in over budget. A new set of bids is
expected to come in on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 16. Should those second set
of bids come in over budget, then the

town can negotiate.
Eight resolutions were passed to

approve demolition of single-family
dwellings and detached garages. A
resolution also was approved autho-
rizing the purchase of maintenance
for the Verizon 9-1-1 Sentinel Patriot
VoIP System.

Former Westfield Police Officer

Mountainside Reviews
Upgrades For PD Technology

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Moun-
tainside Borough Council focused
on public safety at its work meeting
Tuesday evening.

Councilman Keith Turner, who
serves as the community’s liaison
with the police department, recom-
mended that the council investigate
the purchase of automatic license
plate reader (ALPR) technology when
it replaces two of the department’s
patrol cars later this year.

According to Mr. Turner, ALPR is
an image processing technology,
which is used to identify vehicles by
their license plates. ALPR is used for
traffic and parking management and
area access controls. The system also
can be used to identify persons or
vehicles whose licenses plates are
connected to a possible crime.

Cameras mounted in the police
vehicles automatically take pictures
of license plates at the rate of hun-
dreds a minute. The characters on the
plate are then translated into letters
and numbers and compared to law
enforcement databases of registered
vehicles known to be or suspected of
being involved in a crime. If a license
plate that was read matches an entry
in the database, the license plate
reader system will alert the officer
that a suspect vehicle is in the area.
The council agreed further investiga-
tion of the costs and capabilities of
the system were warranted.

The council also discussed pro-
posed revisions to the regulations
governing the operation of the fire
department. Councilman William
Lane, who serves as the community’s
liaison with the fire department, up-
dated his colleagues on his recent
discussions with the fire department
on proposed changes to the current

regulations regarding term limits and
appointments.

Mr. Lane advised that members of
the department were considering
changing the term limits for the fire
chief from one to three years. The
benefits of a longer term include im-
proved governance and continuity as
well as a more efficient election cycle.
In addition, the fire department has
proposed amending its regulations
so that the department’s deputy chiefs
are elected by the members rather
than having one appointed position
reserved for the former chief.

In other business, the council ap-
proved a bid recommendation for
paving Sunny Slope Drive. The con-
tract was awarded to Midwest Con-
struction, which was the lowest bid-
der. A portion of the costs associated
with the street repairs will be covered
by the gas company. Governing body
members also agreed to renew the
community’s membership with the
Union County leaf disposal facility
on the same terms as the expiring
agreement.

The council also agreed to have the
first reading of a proposed ordinance
to increase the Floor Area Ratio from
2.25 to 2.4 for new construction or
major renovations of existing homes
at its next meeting that will be on
Tuesday, September 16.

Schools Are Open —
Please Drive Carefully!


