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The Cranford High School field
hockey team got goals from jun-
iors Sophia Scalea and Mackenzie
Moonan and made them hold up
in a 2-0 victory over Westfield on
October 23 at Kehler Stadium in
Westfield. The Cougars proved
to be too quick for the Blue Devils
by regularly beating them to the
loose balls.

The win upped the Cougars’
season mark to 5-10-2 and pro-
vided a nice bounce back effort
after back-to-back shutout losses
against Montclair and Montclair
Kimberly Academy.

“We played well today,” said
Cranford Head Coach Danielle
DiPaolo. “Finally. I think we did a
much better job passing the ball
and moving it around today than
we had in recent games. We took

advantage of our opportunities
and did enough to win the game.”

The Cougars opened the scor-
ing on a goal by Scalea with 22
minutes to play in the first half.

“Sam Colucci set me up with a
cross into the circle,” said Scalea
of the scoring play. “I just swept
it in from there. I was happy to
get the goal. We have not been
scoring as much as we’d like to
lately and this gave us a good
start to the game.”

The Cougars took a 1-0 lead
into the break on a brisk and
windy day. Westfield was seldom
able to get sustained offensive
efforts mounted in the first half
and that trend continued well
into the second half.

“I think there were two main
reasons why we didn’t win to-
day,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
Caitlin MacDonald. “We did not

establish possession of the ball
at any time. You can’t score if you
do not get possession of the ball.
We also were getting beat to the
balls. Cranford was faster than
we were.”

Westfield, now 5-11-1 on the
year, had come into the game
fresh off of a 1-0 victory over
Livingston. That victory snapped
a four game losing streak in which
the Blue Devils had been
outscored 18-0. But the Blue
Devils continued to have prob-
lems scoring on this day and in
the end it would result in their
downfall.

Cranford took command of the
contest when Moonan scored with

SCALEA NETS 1ST HALF GOAL, MOONAN NETS 2ND HALF GOAL; COLUCCI MAKES 2 ASSISTS

Cranford Lady Cougars Top Field Hockey Blue Devils, 2-0
6:39 remaining in the game to
give the Cougars their final 2-0
margin of victory. Again it was
Colucci that would play a role in
the score.

“Sam passed it back to me in
good position and I just took the
shot,” said Moonan. “Honestly, I
really did not think it would go in
but I was happy to see that it did.”

For Cranford, the game repre-
sented their best performance in
a while. The Cougars had been
outscored 7-1 in that pair of losses
against Montclair and Montclair
Kimberly Academy.

“I think we picked it up a bit
today,” said Moonan. “We’ve had
some rough losses lately. Really

we’ve had some rough losses all
season. We passed the ball well
today. It is nice to come out of the
game with a victory but it is even
nicer to know that you played a
good team game in the process.”

For Westfield the game was a
reminder of just how far they still
have to go before this young
team realizes its potential.

“We are young at several posi-
tions,” said MacDonald. “We’ve
just got to get back to the basics
of the game. We did some things
better in the second half but
we’ve got to be consistent
throughout the game.”
Cranford 1 1 2
Westfield 0 0 0

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD ATHLETES OF THE WEEK...Olivia Noesner, a senior captain on the varsity
cheerleading squad, was a true leader during spirit week and the Cougar Pink Out. She has been a
standout on the squad this season. Luke Christiano, a senior captain on the football team rushed 7 times
for 176 yards and scored three touchdowns against Delaware Valley on Friday. He also caught a pass
and ran 23 yards for a fourth touchdown. On defense he had 15 tackles and one interception.


