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CHRISTIANO GETS 3 RUSHING TDs, TD PASS RECEPTION, 161-YDs RUSHING; SCHETELICH TD

Cougar Footballers Awaken, Muzzle Del Val Terriers, 35-18
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Variations of a single wing of-
fense may have confused the
Cranford High School football
team for the entire first half, but
the Cougars figured it out in a big
way to stop the Delaware Valley
Terriers in their tracks and to
score all of their points in the
second half to emerge with a 35-
18 victory at Memorial Field in
Cranford on October 24.

Senior running back Luke
Christiano racked up his first four-
touchdown (TD) evening of the
season with respective rushing
TDs of 66 yards, 25 yards and 10
yards, and a two-point conver-
sion run for 166 yards on eight
carries to go with his 18-yard TD
reception. Christiano also had a
four-TD game last year against

Scotch Plains-Fanwood.
Quarterback Jack Schetelich

carried 18 times for 95 yards,
including a 15-yard TD, and com-
pleted four of nine passes for 36
yards, including the TD pass to
Christiano and two interceptions.
Receiver Joe Norton had three
receptions for 21 yards. Running
back Brian McGovern carried once
for eight yards and Dan DeLayo
carried three times for 19 yards.

Because of their style of of-
fense, the 4-3 Terriers stuck to
the ground attack almost exclu-
sively until late in the game when
they had no choice. Terrier quar-
terback Joey Donnelly carried 14
times for 18 yards, but the pri-
mary runner was Corey Shedlock,
who carried 17 times for 93 yards,
including a 41-yard TD.

On the opening series, Cougar

defensive back Sean Leonard
recovered a Terrier fumble on
the Del. Val. 40, but the Cougars
were stopped on four plays and
turned the ball over at the Terrier
39. From there, on the fifth run-
ning play, Shedlock galloped up
the middle 41 yards for the TD
with 5:50 left in the quarter.

With 9:28 left in the half, Ter-
rier Sean Lessig booted a 25-
yard field goal. On the ensuing
kickoff, Cougar Kevin Trotter
gave his team good field position
at the Terrier 40, but three plays
later, Schetelich’s long pass down
the middle was picked off by
Shedlock and the Terriers
boasted a 10-0 lead at the half.

The locker room conversations
must have been interesting.

“Whenever we come out weak,
everybody in the locker room

motivates each other. We get
fired up. I don’t know why we
didn’t bring it to the first half, but
in the locker room at halftime, it
all clicks and we want to get the
job done,” Schetelich said.

Things changed in a flash in the
second half. The 7-0 Cougars got
the ball at their own 18. After two
running plays and a five-yard
pass to Norton, Christiano found
an open seam and sprinted 66
yards for the TD with 9:50 left in
the quarter. Norton’s point after
was good.

The Cougars’ special teams
came into play in a vicious man-
ner and remained that way for
the rest of the game. Trotter (10
tackles, 12 assists), McGovern,
Ahmad Davis and company
smothered the return man to
little of no gains consistently.

“Our special teams are great.
Coach [Peter] Kane does a great
job. It really shows in the game,”
inside linebacker Colin Scanlon
said.

“It’s so important. You have to
win all three stages. Special
teams is a major stage,”
Schetelich said.

“Brian McGovern, Kevin Trotter
Ahmad Davis all made tackles to
get them under the twenty [yard
line], and that gave our defense
a good boost so they go three-
and-out,” Christiano said.

And the Cougar defense also
found the proper formula and
held the Terriers’ running game
to just 45 total yards in that half.

“They were hiding behind those
big linemen and hitting some
holes. Our defensive coordinator
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