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Flesh And The Devil
starring Greta Garbo
The original classic 1926 silent movie presented  
with LIVE orchestral accompaniment  
composed by Carl Davies

BEETHOVEN Symphony No. 7

Saturday November 1 at 7pm
The Presbyterian Church 
Westfield

Sunday November 2 at 3pm
Bickford Theater  
at Morris Museum 
Morristown
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Saturday November 1 at 7pm
The Presbyterian Church 
Westfield

Sunday November 2 at 3pm
Bickford Theater  
at Morris Museum 
Morristown

www.njfestivalorchestra.org 
908 232 9400 Westfield 
973 971 3706 Morristown

Tickets start at $26
Save up to 20% with one of  

our season discount packages

Kean University Students Prove
To be ‘Earnest’ in Wilde Comedy

BUILDING TRUST IN EARNEST... In the recent production of "The Importance of Being Earnest," Scotch Plains resident
Olivia Dalessandro (as Cecily Cardew) and Emily Conklin (as Gwendolen Fairfax) are spied upon by their fiances, Fanwood
resident Christopher Centinaro (as Jack Worthing) and Kevin Castro (as Algernon Moncreiff). All four students are theatre
majors at Kean University which produced the Oscar Wilde three-act play.

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

UNION – For two weekends in
mid-October, Kean University’s De-
partment of Theatre allowed bud-
ding actors to shine in the play The
Importance of Being Earnest, an
1854 piece by Oscar Wilde. At first
glance it’s a seemingly strange se-
lection for young theatre majors to
present, yet on closer examination
it’s not so strange at all.

“Earnest” was that time period’s
Saturday Night Live (SNL). Just
like SNL, it is based on irony, parody
and satire. We laugh at SNL’s
sketches and skits today because
they poke holes at some of the con-
ventions and aspects of society that
are pretty ridiculous. In the mid-
19th century, one of the best sati-
rists of the day was Wilde whose
three-act play was an indictment of
Victorian etiquette.

Pulling off a three-act play with-
out any intermission is a daunting
feat, yet it was done in an hour and a
half because of terrific timing by
talented actors and deft direction by
a person whose love for Wilde shows.

 Wilde’s play, like a number of
Shakespearean comedies, focuses on
a play on words – especially “Ernest”
and “earnest” and an assortment of
mistaken identities, some fabricated
and some coincidental.

A clever prologue by Dustin
Ballard has the manservant and but-
ler, exquisitely dressed in tails,
breaking the 4th wall (talking di-
rectly to the audience while in char-
acter) introducing the audience to
Victorian customs and protocol with
the help of two willing subjects from
the audience.  The 14-page pro-
gram itself is instructive in nature
with a listing of definitions as well
as the “should” and “shouldnt’s” of
the women and men in the Victorian
age. One listing is, “Make your con-
versation pleasant and entertaining.
If you cannot be cheerful, do not go
into society at all.” The “conversa-
tion” in this show is more than
“pleasant and entertaining;” it’s
comedy with tongue in cheek.

Style, proper carriage and articu-
lation are required of these actors,
and under the direction of veteran
theatre teacher E. Teresa Choate,
the students do magnificently. Dia-
lect coach Blake Segal must have
drilled them mercilessly because
they are flawless in delivery.

The lead women of the piece,
Gwendolen Fairfax (Emily Conklin)
and Cecily Cardew (Olivia
Dalessandro), are both in the pro-
cess of falling in love, but only with
men whose names are Ernest. Silly
as it sounds, it seemingly was per-
fectly plausible in Victorian society
for women to write in their diaries
and fantasize about their specific
future husbands. Both actresses af-
fect a corseted Victorian posture
and achieve a jaunty lilt of the chin
when delivering their lines. The
characters’ first meeting seesaws
between disgust and delight based.
Their emotions toward each other
take a pendulum swing because of
the mis-identification of “Ernest”
to whom they think they are both
supposedly engaged.

The male leads, Algernon
Moncreiff (Kevin DeCastro) and
Jack Worthing (Christopher
Centinaro), both leads double lives
of a sort. Jack’s dilemma is to coun-
teract the intentions of a protective
if not pretentious aunt, Lady Au-
gusta Bracknell (Carolyn Vicari).
Unfortunately, his lack of social
pedigree makes Lady Bracknell re-
ject Jack’s proposal for
Gwendolen’s hand. Algernon wants
to marry Cecily but isn’t who he
presents himself to be. These women
don’t know the men’s real names
because they have been misled from
the first.

A prim and proper but somewhat
scatterbrained Governess Laetitia
Prism (Rachel Callendar), who has
a secret crush on the Reverend
Canon Chausuble (Christopher
DeBono), is able to straighten out
the identity of Jack to the satisfac-
tion of all.

Spectacular costumes designed by
Karen Lee Hart and assisted by cos-

tume shop manager Dori Strober
are spot on with exquisite gowns
and lavish hats for the women and
dapper suits for the men including
watch fobs and other period perfect
accessories. A minimalist, inge-
nious, pastel - colored set, designed
by Nick Benacerraf, is a movable,
single piece with panels which open
to three sets in the intimate Zella
Fry Theatre.

Mr. Centinaro’s hilarious muffin
scene with Mr. DeCastro is all done
with both men posing and strutting
like two bantam roosters. Ms.
Conklin’s regality and Ms.
Dalessandro’s childlike-innocent
portrayal balance each other well.
Ms. Vicari as the aunt, while drip-
ping in furs, lords over all with an
imperious eyebrow raise and mar-
velous contortions with her mouth
in articulating displeasure.

This production has ended, but
the Kean University Theatre De-
partment has five more shows in-
cluding Waiting for Godot and the
musical Peter Pan planned for the
coming months.  Go see them and
get a glimpse of the stellar talent the
future generation possesses.

Donations Sought to Reestablish
Special Needs Music Program

TRUMPETING A CAUSE...Florian
Schantz and his Jazz Combo will be
performing a series of concerts to raise
money for The Music Connection, a
program of the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts which offers tuition free
music lessons to children with special
needs.

WESTFIELD – In 2008, through
a very generous grant from the
Westfield Foundation, the NJ Work-
shop for the Arts (NJWA) was able
to establish a program called The
Music Connection to offer tuition
free music lessons to children with
special needs. This unique program
gave those children their first chance
at learning music, an activity to en-
rich their lives for a lifetime.

In 2009, a six year old boy named
Florian Schantz came to participate
in this program and selected the
trumpet. That same boy is now
twelve years old playing the trum-
pet professionally all over the
greater New York City area. His
hard work and determination are
proof of what children with learn-
ing disabilities can achieve.

Through the years, many other
children have benefited from The
Music Connection. However with
incidences of autism and other learn-

ing disabilities on the rise at an
alarming rate in New Jerset, de-
mand from students outstripped the
ability to maintain the fund and the
NJWA was forced to discontinue
offering free instruction.

Recently, Florian decided that
other special needs children should
get the same first chance that he
had. He has decided to play a series
of benefit concerts to reestablish
this fund himself. However, high
caliber private musical instruction
is time intensive and costly. Addi-
tional donations will be needed in
order to make the fund substantial
enough to support the growing de-
mand for special needs children and
to make the program sustainable.

The first concert will be held at
the Crossroads in Garwood on Sun-
day, December 21 at 4:30 p.m. Ad-
mission, which including dinner, is
$65 per person. Tickets are avail-
able by calling NJWA at (908) 789-
9696. Donations may also be made
directly to the NJ Workshop for the
Arts, a 501(c)3 non-profit organi-
zation.

The NJWA Music Studio is lo-

cated at 150-152 East Broad Street,
Westfield.  For information on any
of its programs, visit the studios,
call (908) 789-9696 or log on to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

Wardlaw to Present
Brothers Grimm

EDISON – The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison presents its fall play,
The Brothers Grimm, with three per-
formances running over two days in
November. The opening night per-
formance will be Friday, November
14 at 8 p.m., followed by two shows
on Saturday, November 15, a matinee
at 3 p.m. and the finale at 8 p.m.

Director Becky Randazzo and pro-
ducer Elizabeth Howard have as-
sembled a fine cast for this produc-
tion. Leading players include
Wardlaw-Hartidge stage veterans
Julia Linger of Cranford, Claude Djan
of Scotch Plains and Antonia
Santangelo of Rahway.

Tickets are $10 for adults and stu-
dents and $5 for senior citizens. For
more information, call (908) 754-
1882.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


