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LITTLE GIRL, BIG COLLECTION...Audrey Magera, a three year old Westfield
resident displays her collection of nature items.  Her approximately 100 piece
collection includes sticks, leaves and acorns.  She has also found unusual items in
the woods, like a pair of dice. Audrey is a student at St. Paul's Day School.

Bridgeway Arts to Exhibit
At Freeholders Gallery

Auditions to be Held
For Junior Musical Club

 WESTFIELD – The Junior Mu-
sical Club, a club consisting of
eighth grade and high school stu-
dents from Westfield and nearby
towns, will be celebrating the Cen-
tennial of the musical club in 2015.
The Centennial will give special
meaning to the club's regular events
to perform for one another and for
the public. The highlight will be the
annual Ensemble Concert on
Wednesday, March 25, 2015; this
year the club is commissioning a
world premiere piece by James Chu,
a former club member from
Westfield, and now a graduate stu-
dent in composition at Peabody
Conservatory of the Johns Hopkins
University in Baltimore.

Teen-aged instrumental and vo-
cal musicians may audition to join
the club on Sunday, November 16,
between 5 and 6:30 p.m.; the exact
time of the audition will be set after
the candidate submits an applica-
tion via email at
juniormusicalclub@gmail.com.
The auditioner must perform two
pieces in contrasting styles. Total

playing time should be five to eight
minutes in length.  Auditioners are
encouraged to perform some por-
tion of a piece from memory.  If a
musician needs an accompanist, the
applicant is expected to provide one.
To obtain an audition form and/or
to request the name of a possible
accompanist, the musician may call
Dan Zheng at (908) 889-1851 or
e m a i l
juniormusicalclub@gmail.com.

The club holds meetings once
each month on Sunday evening at
the homes of various club mem-
bers. Each meeting consists of dis-
cussions about future concerts or
events, and club members perform
some of their current repertoire for
one another. The club holds two
concerts each year at the First Bap-
tist Church of Westfield, open to the
public and free of charge. The Cen-
tennial Ensemble Concert will
present all club members in duets
and group performances. On Thurs-
day, June 11, 2015, the high school
senior members will perform solo
pieces in their Graduation Recital.

Brown Bag Organ Recitals
Continue at WF Methodist

 WESTFIELD – Shoppers and those
working or visiting downtown Westfield
are invited to a continuing series of
brown bag noon time recitals at the
First United Methodist Church (FUMC)
at One East Broad Street in Westfield.
Taking a lunch break with J.S. Bach,
Louis Vierne or Edward Elgar isn't a
bad way to spend most or all of a lunch
hour on selected Wednesdays in No-
vember and December.

Jonathan Evers, FUMC organist and
music director announced that these
mini-concerts will take place in the
church's on Wednesdays, November 5
and 19 and Wednesdays, December 3,
17 and 21. Visitors are invited to bring
a lunch to quietly munch as great music
is performed on two organs: the 56 rank
1959 Æolian-Skinner chancel organ
and the 1974 rear gallery 12 rank Möller
antiphonal organ. Listeners are in for a
special "stereo" treat as both organs are
simultaneously played. Bottled water
will be provided for brown baggers.

These recitals are free. However, a
suggested donation of $7 or more will
be graciously accepted to help fund the
chancel organ restoration project.

The next recital will take place on
Wednesday, November 5, when Shea
Velloso will be the featured organist.
Mr. Velloso is a graduate of Rutgers
Mason Gross School of Arts and is
presently organist at the Milltown
United Methodist Church. He will be
assisted by his wife, Jody, in perfor-
mances of Vaughan Williams "Five
Mystical Songs," "Nav•dy (Forever)"
by Kapálová and Dvor(ák's "Gypsy

Songs."
Mr. Velloso will also present an

evening recital at 7:30 p.m. on Friday,
November 21, when he will play works
of Edward Elgar, Charles Marie Widor,
Louis Vierne and Percy Whitlock. The
suggested donation for this concert will
be $10.

For more information, contact the
church office at (908)- 33-4211 daily
from noon to 4 p.m.

SCARY CREATION... Third graders at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in
Edison show off the scarecrow they created at the Lower School's Scarecrow
Building Day on October 17. Lower School students brought old clothing items
from home and worked together to build scarecrows with their classmates on the
final day of Spirit Week at the school.

NJFO Offers Special
Halloween Concerts

WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
Festival Orchestra (NJFO) celebrates
Halloween this weekend by bringing
to life, in glorious symphonic splen-
dor, the original 1926 silent movie
Flesh and the Devil starring Greta
Garbo and John Gilbert.

The almost fifty NJFO musicians,
under the baton of Maestro David
Wroe, will perform, with split-sec-
ond timing and precision, an extraor-
dinary soundtrack composed by Carl
Davis as the original classic film is
projected above the orchestra.

"Our performance partners the
grandeur and sonic dynamism of a
full symphony orchestra with an iconic
movie representing the best that Hol-
lywood has ever produced.....Greta
Garbo is already a mesmerizing force
on the silver screen, but coupled with
NJ Festival Orchestra intensifying her
every look, gesture, and kiss with
bold sweeping romantic music, audi-
ences can expect to be swept away,"
said Maestro Wroe.

Flesh and the Devil is the story of
a love triangle. The deep bond of
friendship between two soldiers is
disturbed by a destructive woman
who causes marital mayhem before
their brotherhood is restored and fi-
nal retribution strikes. It is Garbo at
her most alluring, enigmatic and se-
ductive best.

Equally mesmerizing is the score
by composer Carl Davies. With a
variety of textures, from military
music to lush strings, romantic instru-
mental solos and even Wagnarian
drama, the themes, the passion and
the love in the film are all represented

in the music that mirrors every twist
and turn in the plot.

“This is a fabulously romantic,
broad stroked and beautiful score of
symphonic proportion,” continued
Maestro Wroe. “It closely mirrors the
traumatic yet passionate events un-
folding in the movie and will give a
whole new dimension to surround
sound.”

A performance of Beethoven’s
much-loved Symphony No.7 will
round off the festivities. A free lecture
and pre-concert chat designed to en-
hance your musical and theatrical
experience will be conducted by Dr.
Barbara Thomson 45 minutes prior to
the Westfield concert.

The concert has been made pos-
sible through the generous support of
the NJ State Council on the Arts, the
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, The
Westfield Foundation, The Bergen
Foundation and PNC Wealth Man-
agement.

Performances take place on Sat-
urday, November 1 at 7 p.m. at the
Presbyterian Church, 140 Moun-
tain Avenue, Westfield and on Sun-
day, November 2 at 3 p.m. at
Bickford Theater at Morris Mu-
seum, 6 Normandy Heights Road,
Morristown. Tickets start at $26.
Ample free parking and full acces-
sibility are offered at both loca-
tions.

Tickets for the Westfield perfor-
mance are available for purchase on
line at www.njfestivalorchestra.org,
or by phone at (908) 232-9400.  For
tickets to the Morristown performance
call (973) 971-3706.

POPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORN

One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

“Fury”
Proves the Term Great War Movie is an Oxymoron

3 popcorns

By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic

  In the late 1960s, when it looked
like I could wind up fighting in Viet-
nam, I imagined utter horrors of the
sort director-writer David Ayers
devastatingly delivers in his WWII
opus, “Fury.” This is terrible stuff, an
adrenalin-exploding, mind-boggling
journey through the evil dreads man-
kind is capable of perpetrating. So
unless you’re a military enthusiast or
feel you need a reminder of why Gen-
eral William Tecumseh Sherman said
“War is hell,” then it might be a good
idea to skip this superbly crafted re-
vulsion.

 Ironically enough, the five-man
crew that battles its way behind en-
emy lines in Nazi Germany, circa
April 1945, mans a Sherman tank.
Led by Sergeant Don “Wardaddy”
Collier, masterfully portrayed by Brad
Pitt, they are familiar war movie types
delineated with an extra dose of bru-
tality courtesy of the scenario’s no-
holds-barred severity. Few atrocities
are left unturned. Your head spins in
a conflicted combination of shocked
disbelief and mournful cognizance.

 Dipping into the library of battle-
scarred clichés, Mr. Ayer introduces
raw recruit Private Norman Ellison
into the claustrophobic, iron-clad
confines of the tank. Shades of “The
Red Badge of Courage,” Logan
Lerman does the symbolic stereotype
justice. You’ve seen this all before,
but never in such high relief. Just as
the nightmare of war is always inten-
sified through technological ad-
vances, so, too, is its graphic depic-
tion.

 Although it’s not as obviously
mystical as “Apocalypse Now”
(1979), aspiring more to the realism
of Spielberg’s “Saving Private Ryan”
(1998), it is no surprise to learn that
said Coppola tour de force is auteur
Ayers’s favorite film. And while no
one in the tin can that has been their
home for three years — from North
Africa, to Belgium, to France and
now Germany — remarks, “Hey, this
is like something Joseph Conrad might
have written,” there is philosophical
metaphor both harsh and bittersweet.

 In one memorable scene, during a
brief respite from the practically non-
stop action, Mr. Pitt’s acknowledged
juggernaut and leader of men per-
sonified allows a glimmer of the hu-
manity he has suppressed. His weary
eyes reflecting the memories he
doesn’t let weaken his hard-bitten
resolve, he sits with Norman at a
kitchen table with a Frau and a
Fräulein in a town they’ve just cap-
tured. In only a few words and ges-
tures, Wardaddy disseminates the
great contrasts between the good and
bad of what we call civilization.

 Otherwise, the plot is simple: kill

or be killed as four tanks that remain
operational attempt to clear a path to
Berlin. The fighting is relentless.
Hitler, by now presumably in his bun-
ker, has called for total war. The Ger-
mans send young teenagers to the
front. Amidst the muck, mire and
devastation of the American on-
slaught, one soldier lamentingly asks
the Sarge, “Why don’t they

just quit?” Pitt looks at him and
tellingly responds, “Would you?”

 We fear how this might end, but
nonetheless hope that the quirky, rag-
tag crew with whom we’ve become
acquainted will survive this unthink-
able scourge. They gain our emo-
tional investment, especially the mul-
tilayered warrior who leads them.
Over his career, Brad Pitt has admira-
bly risen above his initial pretty boy
image. But here, he really shows us
something. Imparting his signature to
the iconic, battle-scarred sergeant, we
are moved and intrigued.

 Likewise, despite how hackneyed
Logan Lerman’s novitiate is first pre-
sented, we soon line up behind him.
Fact is, in a democratic republic at
war, where the citizen soldier is more
the rule than the exception, we are
essentially all Normans, regular sorts
tossed into a crucible from which
man has not yet been able to evolve or
extricate himself. Witnessing the car-
nage, we can’t help but join history’s
great thinkers in pondering, ‘How
can minds capable of so many won-
derful things persist in this insanity?’

 Not that Jon Bernthal’s Grady
“Coon-Ass” Travis, the down and
dirty tank mechanic, gives that any
thought. He figures he’s better off just
fighting. Whereas Boyd Swan, the
resident Bible thumper, medic and
killing machine played by Shia
LaBeouf, has accepted the contradic-
tions of his plight. Completing the
ensemble, Michael Peña is likable as
Trini “Gordo” Garcia, your fast talk-
ing and convivial comrade in arms.

 It is a disservice to those who have
fought our wars to say a film is real-
istic. Thus, knowing that actual war is
unimaginably worse than this abso-
lute inferno strikes cold terror in us.
Watching the painfully heartfelt hom-
age to our soldiers, I couldn’t help but
think back to Mr. Krupman, the cor-
ner candy store guy of my childhood.
He had been to WWII, and now here
he was in peace, not saying a thing
about it, making me an egg salad
sandwich as I spun on the stool. The
frustration of trying to reconcile it all
is indeed a cause for “Fury.”

***
“Fury,” rated R, is a Sony Pictures

release directed by David Ayer and
stars Brad Pitt, Logan Lerman and
Jon Bernthal. Running time: 134 min-
utes

Town Book Store to
Host Poet Robert Cozzi

WESTFIELD – The Town Book
Store will be hosting poet Robert
Cozzi on Saturday, November 1 from
2 to 4 p.m. His second work,  of
poetry and prose entitled Handful of
Memories is a continuum of his heart-
felt writings dealing with love, loss,
friendship, and family.

Mr. Cozzi was raised in Westfield
and graduated from Westfield High
School in 1982. Educated at James
Madison University and New York
University, Mr. Cozzi has main-
tained a daily journal since he was
in the ninth grade, where a favored
teacher, Mr. Kocum, encouraged his
writing.

Meet Mr. Cozzi at The Town Book
Store located at 270 East Broad Street
in Westfield (corner of East Broad
and Elmer Streets). If you are unable
to attend the event, you can call The
Town Book Store at (908) 233-3535
to reserve an autographed copy of
Handful of Memories.

ELIZABETH – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers will present “Kevin’s Legacy,”
an exhibit of artwork by the partici-
pants of the Bridgeway Fine Arts
Instruction Program. The Freehold-
ers Gallery is located on the 6th
floor of the Union County Adminis-
tration Building, Elizabethtown
Plaza, Elizabeth, and is open Mon-
day to Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
The exhibit will run through Friday,

November 7.
Bridgeway, a non-profit mental

health services agency located in
Elizabeth, assists Central and North-
ern New Jersey adults experiencing
mental illness by providing them
with training and skills necessary to
live more independently and suc-
cessfully in the community.

Bridgeway’s Creative Arts Unit
provides opportunities to experi-
ence all forms of artistic expres-
sion. Its staff supports and encour-
ages individuals whose artistic in-
clinations lead them to pursue cre-
ative endeavors. This program al-
lows novice artists to explore their
creative abilities and more advanced
artists to increase their creative tal-
ents by offering a series of ongoing
weekly instruction sessions. Artist-
instructors teach drawing and paint-
ing to help students gain an under-
standing of the importance and ben-
efits of becoming involved in the
arts. Some of the results of this
important project are displayed in
this exhibition.

Funding has been made possible
in part by the New Jersey State
Council on the Arts, Department of
State, a partner agency of the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts,
through a grant administered by the
Union County Office of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs.

For more information about
Bridgeway and its programs, please
go to www.bridgewayrehab.com or
contact Kathy Smith at (908) 355-
7886. To learn about exhibiting at
the Freeholders Gallery, please con-
tact the curator, Nicole
DeAugustine, at the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs, telephone (908) 558-2550 or
email culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

CDC Presents Musical
Thriller Sweeney Todd

CRANFORD – There is still a chance
to see Sweeney Todd, The Demon Bar-
ber of Fleet Street with two final  per-
formances on Friday, October  31 and
Saturday, November 1, at CDC The-
atre, 78 Winans Avenue, in Cranford.

Stephen Sondheim and Hugh
Wheeler’s chilling, suspenseful, heart-
pounding masterpiece of murderous
barber-ism and culinary crime tells the
infamous tale of the unjustly exiled
barber who returns to 19th century
London seeking revenge against the
lecherous judge who framed him and
ravaged his young wife. His thirst for
blood soon expands to include his un-
fortunate customers, and the resource-
ful proprietress of the pie shop down-
stairs soon has the people of London
lining up in droves with her mysterious
new meat pie recipe.

Visit www.cdctheatre.org for infor-
mation and tickets. Funding has been
made possible in part by the NJ State

Council on the Arts, Dept. of State, a
Partner Agency of the National Endow-
ment for the Arts, through a grant ad-
ministered by the Union County Office
of Cultural & Heritage Affairs.

WHS Alums Donate
To Franklin Library
WESTFIELD – Peter Demarest,

Westfield High School class of 1972
quoted Thomas Wolfe, “You can’t
go home again” in reflecting on an
evening shared on October 18 by a
group of classmates with ties back
to Franklin Elementary School kin-
dergarten and first grade – 55 years
ago.  He went on to explain that
Westfield the place was not what
was so special, but rather the many
wonderful Westfield friends we
grew up with, “...laughing, crying,
joking, caring, and sharing”.

Last week, 18 Westfield alums,
13 of whom attended Franklin
School, reconnected with their
childhood and growing up in
Westfield.  Among their professions
55 years after graduation are a
teacher, minister, surgeon, trauma
nurse, veterinarian, orthodontist,
fireman, engineer, attorney, farm
appraiser, ad executive, TV pro-
ducer, liaison to the State Assem-
bly, IT specialist, and research pro-
fessor.  In appreciation and support
of their alma mater, the group con-
tributed $400 to the Franklin School
library.  Kay Lindley Long, the or-
ganizer and motivating force be-
hind the mini-reunion, presented the
Franklin School principal Eileen
Cambria a check for the collected
amount during a brief tour of the
school this past week.

MEMORABLE GATHERING...Westfield author, Eva Lesko Natiello, addressed
a local book club to describe her writing and publishing process.  She regaled the
group with tales of the ups and downs of the writer's life. Ms. Natiello’s book,
“The Memory Box” is a psychological thriller set in a town remarkably similar
to Westfield.

Free Program Offered
At Newark Museum
NEWARK – Artist Adejoke

Tugbiyele and Christa Clarke, Ph.D.,
Senior Curator of the Global Arts of
Africa at the Newark Museum, will
discuss  the artist’s creative process,
sources of inspiration and commitment
to social activism in conversation on
Sunday, November 9 from 2 to 3 p.m.
The program, which is co-presented by
the Newark Museum and Gallery
Aferro, is free but reservations are re-
quired. For additional information, visit
www.newarkmuseum.org.  The mu-
seum is located at 49 Washington Street,
Newark.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

 
The Westfield Memorial Library  

Presents Gamelan Kusuma Laras 
On Saturday, November 8 at 2:00 pm 

It’s your Library … make the most of it 

   
Sign up online at www.wmlnj.org 
and click on the Calendar link, or 

call 908.789.4090 option 0. 
It’s your Library … make the most of it 
550 East Broad Street  Westfield  
www.wmlnj.org       908.789.4090 

Come listen to three members of this fascinating 
Javanese percussion orchestra based in NYC. It’s 
unlike anything you’ve ever heard before. Sign up! 


