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Raiders Top Cougars
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

Cougar Gridders Muzzle Del Val Terriers, 35-18
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

little of no gains consistently.
“Our special teams are great. Coach

[Peter] Kane does a great job. It really
shows in the game,” inside linebacker
Colin Scanlon said.

“It’s so important. You have to win
all three stages. Special teams is a
major stage,” Schetelich said.

“Brian McGovern, Kevin Trotter
Ahmad Davis all made tackles to get
them under the twenty [yard line],
and that gave our defense a good
boost so they go three-and-out,”
Christiano said.

And the Cougar defense also found
the proper formula and held the Ter-
riers’ running game to just 45 total
yards in that half.

“They were hiding behind those
big linemen and hitting some holes.
Our defensive coordinator made great
adjustments and in the second half
we started playing harder and shed-
ding blocks,” Christiano said.

“Their offense is definitely tough,
because the backfield is like spin-
ning. You never want to look in the
backfield,” Schetelich said. “Offense
motivates defense and defense moti-
vates offense. Whenever one gets
going, we are good.”

“The first half we didn’t play our
hardest. The second half we came out
on fire and did our assignments, which

is what we did all week. Just do what
we were told to do and did it. It really
showed in the second half,” Scanlon
said.

Trotter returned another Terrier
punt to the Del. Val. 39 then four
plays later more holes opened and
Christiano dashed 25 yards for the
TD with 5:22 left in the third quarter.
The point after was good.

A solid tackle by Cougar linebacker
Niko Cappello stopped the Terriers
on fourth down at their own 40. On
the fourth play, Schetelich slit 10
yards for the TD. Christiano’s two-
point running conversion made the
score 22-10 with :23.1 left in the
quarter.

The Terriers’ next possession was
anything but fun for them when Trot-
ter delivered a nine-yard sack then
defensive back Ryan Bakie recov-
ered a fumble at the Del Val. 44. On
the fourth play, Schetelich hit
Christiano in the left corner for and
18-yard TD reception. The point af-
ter failed.

Trailing 28-10, the Terriers were
forced into a desperation mode and
had to shift to a passing game. It did
work once when tight end Najee
Hudgins grabbed a 16-yard pass in
the end zone. The two-point conver-
sion was successful and the lead was

cut to 10 points, but not for long.
After Cougar Jake Matthews recov-
ered on onside kick at the Cranford
47, Christiano scooted 31 yards,
Schetelich ran for 13 yards then
Christiano found another hole for his
10-yard TD with 2:34 remaining.

“The whole offensive linemen,
Kevin McNeil, Nick Ballas, Will
Fries, Kevin Doran, Colin Scanlon
and Mike Bellrose all did a great job
of blocking. Outside, Joe Norton,
Donte Anderson and Eric Donahue!
The whole team did a great job of
blocking. I get the credit, but they do
a great job of setting me up,”
Christiano said.

The Terriers made one last attempt
to score. Donnelly gunned a long
pass down field. The receiver and
Christiano went up and tipped the
ball. Christiano located it and made
the interception with seconds remain-
ing.

“Me and the other kid tipped it at
the same time, and I tried to find the
ball and I came up with it,” Christiano
said.

The Cougars will travel up to Ber-
keley Heights this Saturday, Novem-
ber 1, to face Governor Livingston at
1 p.m.
Delaware Valley   7   3   0   8 18
Cranford   0   0 22 13 35
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WESTFIELD. Beautiful and spacious 4 BR, 3 Bath Split-Level.
Features Central AC, Gleaming Hardwood Floors and Thermo
Pane Windows throughout. The newly updated Kit(2014) features
Granite Countertops, Maple Cabinets and Ceramic Tile Floor. Located close to
Westfield’s Highly Rated Elementary, Middle and High Schools in addition to
Beautiful Tamaques Park. Less than a 5 minute drive to NYC Commuter Trains, Bus
stops and Westfield’s Renowned Downtown Shops and Restaurants. $579,900.

SPLIT LEVEL

SCOTCH PLAINS. This beautifully updated 4 Bedroom, 3.5
Bath Colonial is close to Westfield Border, next to the Shackamaxon
Country Club. The open entry foyer welcomes you with hardwood
floors throughout, LR with bow windows, a very spacious EIK with Maple cabinetry,
granite countertops and SS appliances that open to the FR with a Wood Burning
Fireplace and sliding doors to the patio. All baths have been updated, 2 zone CAC,
2 car BI garage, bluestone and paver patio and private backyard. $759,000.

COLONIAL

CRANFORD. Historic Victorian Era Center
Hall Colonial filled with original 19th century
architectural detail and craftsmanship. Dramatic

entry foyer, chestnut millwork, stained glass windows, pocket doors, large eat-in
kitchen, butler's pantry, high ceilings. Three floors of finished living space. Situated
on a level lot with an inviting front porch and large, wonderful yard; neighborhood
of tree-lined streets with similar vintage homes. $649,000.

CENTER HALL COLONIAL
CRANFORD. Expanded Ranch in the heart of Cranford.  If you
have outgrown your present home and looking for a home that will
fulfill your needs for years to come, then this 4-5 BR 3.5 Bath will
fill your needs. Set on a tranquil road and a half acre, the Screen-in
Florida Room /patio and brick grill provides a perfect spot for summer entertainment.
Upgrades abound in the Kitchen with granite countertops, porcelain backsplash,
baths with upgrade tiles and granite vanity. $598,000.

RANCH
CRANFORD. Very Large 10 Rooms, 5 Bedrooms, 3.5 Bath
Colonial "Sunny Acres" Section of Indian Village. 1st floor BR is
possible In-Law Suite with Full Bath. Spacious FLR & DR on 1st
floor. FR with sliders to paver patio & yard that backs up to Union County Park. CAC,
Brazilian Cherry HWF throughout, Tons of Storage, Updated Kitchen with Granite,
Stainless Steel & Maple Cabinets. MBR has WIC with Additional office/walk in
closet. One car attached garage with Loft Storage. $749,000.

CUSTOM COLONIAL

SCOTCH PLAINS. Custom Luxury "New Construction" Homes
located in Scotch Meadow Estates. This colonial style home is one
of five new homes situated on a private cul-de-sac on the south side
of Scotch Plains by the golf course & country club. This home
features 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths. FLR w/fireplace, FDR, Gourmet kitchen w/granite
counter tops & wood cabinetry opening to FR. Master suite w/walk in closet & spa-
like master bath, 3 additional BRs & 2 baths w/ walk up attic. $1,025,000.

NEW CONSTRUCTION HOMES

SCALEA, MOONAN NET GOALS; COLUCCI 2 ASSISTS

Cranford Lady Cougars Top
Field Hockey Blue Devils, 2-0

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Cranford High School field
hockey team got goals from juniors
Sophia Scalea and Mackenzie
Moonan and made them hold up in a
2-0 victory over Westfield on Octo-
ber 23 at Kehler Stadium in Westfield.
The Cougars proved to be too quick
for the Blue Devils by regularly beat-
ing them to the loose balls.

The win upped the Cougars’ sea-
son mark to 5-10-2 and provided a
nice bounce back effort after back-
to-back shutout losses against
Montclair and Montclair Kimberly
Academy.

“We played well today,” said
Cranford Head Coach Danielle
DiPaolo. “Finally. I think we did a
much better job passing the ball and
moving it around today than we had
in recent games. We took advantage
of our opportunities and did enough
to win the game.”

The Cougars opened the scoring
on a goal by Scalea with 22 minutes
to play in the first half.

“Sam Colucci set me up with a
cross into the circle,” said Scalea of
the scoring play. “I just swept it in
from there. I was happy to get the
goal. We have not been scoring as
much as we’d like to lately and this
gave us a good start to the game.”

The Cougars took a 1-0 lead into
the break on a brisk and windy day.
Westfield was seldom able to get sus-
tained offensive efforts mounted in
the first half and that trend continued
well into the second half.

“I think there were two main rea-
sons why we didn’t win today,” said
Blue Devil Head Coach Caitlin
MacDonald. “We did not establish
possession of the ball at any time. You
can’t score if you do not get posses-
sion of the ball. We also were getting
beat to the balls. Cranford was faster
than we were.”

Westfield, now 5-11-1 on the year,
had come into the game fresh off of a
1-0 victory over Livingston. That vic-
tory snapped a four game losing streak
in which the Blue Devils had been
outscored 18-0. But the Blue Devils
continued to have problems scoring
on this day and in the end it would
result in their downfall.

Cranford took command of the
contest when Moonan scored with
6:39 remaining in the game to give
the Cougars their final 2-0 margin of
victory. Again it was Colucci that
would play a role in the score.

“Sam passed it back to me in good
position and I just took the shot,” said
Moonan. “Honestly, I really did not

think it would go in but I was happy
to see that it did.”

For Cranford, the game represented
their best performance in a while.
The Cougars had been outscored 7-1
in that pair of losses against Montclair
and Montclair Kimberly Academy.

“I think we picked it up a bit today,”
said Moonan. “We’ve had some rough
losses lately. Really we’ve had some
rough losses all season. We passed
the ball well today. It is nice to come
out of the game with a victory but it is
even nicer to know that you played a
good team game in the process.”

For Westfield the game was a re-
minder of just how far they still have
to go before this young team realizes
its potential.

“We are young at several positions,”
said MacDonald. “We’ve just got to
get back to the basics of the game. We
did some things better in the second
half but we’ve got to be consistent
throughout the game.”
Cranford 1 1 2
Westfield 0 0 0

right to smother.
In the second half, moments be-

fore DiIorio’s goal, Baliatico ripped
a shot that Acocella saved. Five min-
utes after DiIorio’s goal, Cougar
Madsen took a promising shot that
was deflected by Raider senior back
Evelyn Logie.

Next on the agenda for the Raiders,
the top seed, would be a showdown
against fifth-seeded Westfield in the
semifinals of the Union County Tour-
nament at AL Johnson in Clark on
October 25.

“It’s unfortunate, because I think
Westfield got a bad seed, but you got
to play everybody. They are a very
good team. It should be a really good
game,” Coach Ewing said.

“They are definitely a tough oppo-
nent every time we play them and we
definitely are looking forward to fac-
ing them again, because we already
faced them twice this season. Today
got us some good momentum going
into that game, so overall we are
really pumped for it,” DiIorio said.
Cranford 0 0 0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 1 1 2

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CRANFORD ATHLETES OF THE WEEK...Olivia Noesner, a senior captain on
the varsity cheerleading squad, was a true leader during spirit week and the
Cougar Pink Out. She has been a standout on the squad this season. Luke
Christiano, a senior captain on the football team rushed 7 times for 176 yards and
scored three touchdowns against Delaware Valley on Friday. He also caught a
pass and ran 23 yards for a fourth touchdown. On defense he had 15 tackles and
one interception.

WF Muzzles Bulldogs, Tames
Tigers in UCT Volleyball

Raiders Nip Westfield
In Girls Tennis, 3-2

The 14-6 Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School girls tennis team de-
feated the Westfield Blue Devils, 3-2,
in Westfield on October 21.
1ST SINGLES: Rebecca Sisto (W) d
Gauri Deshpande, 6-1, 6-0
2ND SINGLES: Sophia Di Iorio (S) d
Catherine King, 4-6, 6-2, 6-2
3RD SINGLES: Madison Dieu (S) d
Shannon O’Donnell, 6-3, 6-4
1ST DOUBLES: Liz Kaminoff and
Sophia TumSuden (S) d Julia Morgan
and Carolina Sanchez, 6-4, 6-4
2ND DOUBLES: Maddie Levy and Sa-
rah Schneider (W) d Maggie Richard
and Jordan Stein, 6-3, 7-6 (7-5)

The 16-3 top-seeded Westfield
High School girls volleyball team
muzzled the 8-10 Jonathan Dayton
Bulldogs, 25-7, 25-15, in the first
round of the Union County Tourna-
ment in Westfield on October 21 then
tamed the Linden Tigers, 25-14, 25-
12, in the quarterfinals also in
Westfield.

Blue Devil Morgan Biglin had 14
service points with an ace and added
six digs, and co-captain Kaelyn Heard
had nine service points, a pair of kills
and three digs against the Dayton
Bulldogs. Senior setter Megan
Mondon had 23 assists, two service
points with two aces, three kills and
three digs.

Libero Leigh Scarano scooped 10
digs and added a service point. Olivia
Manning notched nine kills and a dig.
Stephanie Borr had six kills and a dig.
Gab Cofone had eight digs and seven
service points with three aces. Dana
Boretz had four digs and two service
points with an ace. Sara Correa had
three kills, Rachel Holt had two kills
and a dig, Rachel Mattessich had two

kills and Lizzie Sottung had four digs
and a service point with an ace.

Against the 12-7 Tigers, Mondon
dug up 11 digs, while adding 22 as-
sists, five kills and four service points
with three aces. Manning notched 10
kills and added five blocks. Scarano
had 13 digs, four assists and two
service points with an ace. Borr had
seven kills and two digs. Sottung
served up nine points with a pair of
aces and added seven digs, a kill and
an assist. Boretz scooped seven digs.
Meyer had four service points with
two aces and added three digs.
Mattessich had three kills and two
blocks. Holt had two kills and a block.
Heard had three digs, a kill and a
service ace. Cofone had four digs and
three service points, and Correa added
a dig.

Sophia Morin had 13 assists and
two kills for Linden. Jameela
Burnham notched eight kills, a block
and two service points with an ace.
Lissete Torres had 11 digs, two kills
and a service point. Sierra White had
six digs.

Probitas Verus Honos


