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Letters to the Editor
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Diction Deception

Letters to
the Editor

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Tol – To take away
2. Icteritious – Having yellow skin due

to jaundice
3. Casings – Cattle manure dried and

used as fuel
4. Casefy – To make or become

cheeselike

TAUPE
1. A dark, brownish gray
2. Roily; muddy; filthy
3. Tapering to a point
4. Reluctant; unwilling

TACHYDROMIAN
1. Of or like a sea slug or shell-less

snail
2. A water wheel, consisting of two

tapering shells, one within the other
3. Any of a family of wading birds

related to the plovers
4. The single-humped camel

HARBOROUGH
1. A lodging or inn
2. A loading dock
3. A city or town located adjacent to an

ocean, bay or large body of water
4. Town government building; city

hall
SANNUP

1. A pleasant stroll
2. A hammock
3. A gum resin which oozes from the

Indian hemp
4. A male American Indian who is

married

Westfield Rescue Squad Follow Up
Letter Points to Need to Reconsider

Their Meddling Politics Stink;
They Are Insulting and Rude

Keep Politics Out of Police Dept.;
Do Shared Services Right

Répondez S’ll Vous
Plait

“Reply if it pleases you,” lost e-
mail or misplaced letters mailed via
the USPS — Not sure which of the
three applies.

In August 2014 I e-mailed Sena-
tors Menendez, Booker, Mikulski and
Shelby using the senate e-mail sys-
tem. The same day I received a reply
from Sen. Menendez that his office
received my e-mail and they would
look into my concern outlined in my
e-mail.

The other senators did not acknowl-
edge my e-mail and as a side note I
even had to enter a numbered code on
Sen. Shelby’s email to prevent
“spam.”

My original e-mail outlined a con-
cern I had with the State Department
paying expenses for a private citizen
that I read about in the British press.
Senators Mikiulski and Shelby were
included since they are the chair and
vice-chair of the Committee on Ap-
propriations and Senator Booker
since I am under the impression he is
supposed to represent me as a citizen
of New Jersey.

On September 6, 2014 I did re-
ceive a formal response from Senator
Menendez and his letter had nothing
to do with my original inquiry; how-
ever he did state, “I may not always
address all your concerns. I am work-
ing diligently everyday to respond to
the many valuable insights I receive
from New Jerseyans just like
you.”Again, none of this applies to
any of my concerns.

On September 12, 2014 I sent a
“formal” letter to Senator Menendez
via the USPS with cc’s to Senators
Booker, Mikulski and Shelby again
with my concerns about question-
able expenses paid by the taxpayers.
Also, I enclosed a handwritten note
to each of the cc’ed Senators telling
them they didn’t even have the cour-
tesy to reply to my original e-mail in
August. This time I copied all my
correspondence from Senator
Melendez and my correspondence to
him and sent it to my Congressman,
Leonard Lance, again via USPS, ask-
ing him for advice on how I might get
answers to my concern(s).

It is now October 24, 2014 and I
have yet to received any correspon-
dence from any of the five individu-
als outlined in this letter to the editor.

Would you please pass on to these
elected officials and all others that a
reply is warranted and the “if it pleases
you” does not apply.

James Saskel
Millington

Many of us received a follow up
letter in the mail from the Westfield
Volunteer Rescue Squad asking for a
contribution to support the services
they do for our community and ac-
cording to the squad, only 20 percent
of the residents responded to their
annual appeal for support.

While I have no way of knowing if
this response is lower than in the past,
it does seem to be a poor response in
any case.

Thankfully I’ve never had to call

on the Rescue Squad but have seen
these men and women in action and
they come and support all of us in our
time of need. Maybe some of the 80
percent who have not responded
might rethink it and send them a
small contribution to show support
for the volunteer work the WRS does
and to help with the expenses they
outlined in their letter. Seems like the
right thing to do.

K.M. Dawson
Westfield

I attended the recent [Scotch Plains]
council meeting this past Tuesday
and voiced my concerns that two
council members, Mayor Glover and
Councilwoman Gialanella, would
consider abolishing our Recreation
Commission. I approached the mi-
crophone and voiced my concerns,
where I have been welcomed to do so
several times in the past from prior
administrations.

This time was quite different. Once
I spoke, I was told to stay at the
microphone while Councilwoman
Gialanella verbally insulted me sev-
eral times. How rude.

Her insults continued in the hall-
way where in front of other esteemed,
well respected volunteer leaders in
our recreation community she actu-
ally said “I didn’t think you were that
stupid!”

What volunteer in our community
deserves that deep insult from any-
one, especially a councilwoman?
How discouraging!

I was also ridiculed by the Mayor
for coming to the microphone, where
he said I was there unnecessarily and
that he had no idea where I got this
misinformation. He further said that
disbanding the Recreation Commis-
sion in town was not discussed.

However, it was discussed at the
prior council meeting and published
in The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
last week on page one!

Why then, would Councilwoman
Gialanella and Mayor Glover use such
carefully chosen words in their re-
sponse? The Mayor said “there have
not been any discussions among
council members to do away with the
commission, but this is a matter of
organization and we might consider
what is best for recreation at a later
date.” What does that mean?

Councilwoman Gialanella said,
“Recreation is not what it needs to be.
There is a flaw in the system. It may
be a piece we have to look at.” What
does that mean?

I will tell you what that means,

these two could abolish the non-par-
tisan Recreation Commission which
would wreak havoc on the Recre-
ation Department! A department es-
tablished over a decade ago to man-
age our parks, albeit on a shoestring
budget. How can the director of rec-
reation be expected to meet all of the
goals we have for our children to
safely play and practice sports and
otherwise enjoy our parks without
proper funding that should have been
included in the recently failed mu-
nicipal bond ordinance that both
Mayor Glover and Councilwoman
Gialanella intentionally and mali-
ciously voted against, twice?

That’s right, two bites at the apple
to support recreation and both of them
voted against it, twice each! Now
that’s what I describe as the flaw in
the system and an utter failure.

Plain and simple, I am tired of their
meddling politics in every aspect of
our lives in town and the last thing I
will do is support their party in the
upcoming election in November as
they cannot be trusted to support even
something as wholesome as town
recreation.

This is a very easy read, their poli-
tics stink and the comment made by
Councilwoman Gialanella that “it’s
not the majority of our employees
that create the flaw in the system, it’s
just a few” is incredulous. I would
hate to be her employee, just watch
how she and the Mayor bash employ-
ees in public like Ray Peorio and our
own township manager.

Wait, how many township manag-
ers in the past five years? That’s right,
five! Their agenda is obvious and I
hope to all who read this letter and to
those that plan to vote on Election
Day.

I refuse to further empower these
two by voting for the Democrats be-
cause that’s exactly what will happen
and our families will be the ones who
suffer.

Rich Duthie
Scotch Plains

In the election next week for the
Scotch Plains Town Council, I think
that there is one overriding issue.
That is whether Scotch Plains merges
its police department with Fanwood’s
in a “Traditional” form of shared
services arrangement, where Scotch
Plains provides the service under an
agreement with Fanwood and
Fanwood pays its share of the costs,
or in a “Joint Meeting” structure.

All three Democrats running for
council clearly said in the debate last
week that they do not support a “Tra-
ditional” form of shared services ar-
rangement for the police department.
On the other hand, Deputy Mayor
Marcus and Councilmen Vastine and
Jones all said clearly that the “Tradi-
tional” form of shared services ar-
rangement is the arrangement that
they support because it will not be
detrimental to Scotch Plains taxpay-
ers.

All three Democrats said that they
support Fanwood’s proposal of a so-
called “Joint Meeting” structure
where Scotch Plains taxpayers pay
75 percent of the costs, and a new
politically appointed three-person

committee is set up to which Scotch
Plains gets to appoint only one person.
That committee sets the police budget
and oversees police operations.

Worse yet, by law the budget that
gets set has to be accepted by Scotch
Plains no matter how big it is – no
matter what cuts to parks and rec,
library, road maintenance, services
for seniors and other things it will
cause Scotch Plains to incur in order
to stay under the state 2 percent cap.

The savings are not nearly large
enough to justify giving that new
committee the power to cause all
those cuts.

I am a supporter of Deputy Mayor
Marcus and Councilmen Vastine and
Jones because they support a “Tradi-
tional” form of shared service police
arrangement and will not vote for the
“Joint Meeting” scheme which
Fanwood is pushing. A vote for the
Republicans next week is a vote to do
shared services right. It’s also a vote
to prevent our police department from
being run by cronies of the Union
County Democrats.

Rich Fortunato
Scotch Plains

Communities Don’t See Cranford’s
Issue as Partly Their Own Problem

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Chris Hudak, chair
chudak@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

This letter was sent to the Mayor
and Council of Mountainside

*****
I read that the FAR ordinance was

tabled for now and that your town-
ship engineer said that I am con-
fused. After tending to hundreds of
families in Cranford during Irene and
with the township still recovering,
my mind is clear in that I have asked
that Mountainside consider incorpo-
ration into the ordinance the best
storm water management practices.

That the community is sure that
mitigation is part of any development
plan no matter what the FAR is. The
local engineer pointing to the fact
that Westfield has a higher FAR —
well that is true. Westfield too drains
by brook into [the] river and hasn’t

done much beyond the state mini-
mum ordinance.

In the survey done of the 28 com-
munities in the Rahway River Water-
shed done by an advisory board,
Westfield and Mountainside were
considered to have the weakest storm
water management ordinances. I am
not anti-development. In fact as
Mayor of Cranford 25 years ago, I
pushed to sell Cranford’s excess flow
rights to Mountainside that permit-
ted much of your recent develop-
ment.

What I am concerned about is that
communities don’t see Cranford’s
issue as partly their own problem. I
would urge at minimum a request by
Mountainside to the Governor and
state DEP to support full funding for
the Rahway River Flood Mitigation
study so improvements in upstream
storage and downstream channel
work can mitigate some of the next
storm impact. Of course adoption of
mitigation measures for any devel-
opment in Mountainside that could
reduce runoff would also be helpful.

Dan Aschenbach
Cranford

Union County Sheriff Candidate Joe Cryan (D) 25 mins. video interview
Union County Sheriff Candidate Michael Ince (R) 30 mins. video interview
Union County Freeholder Candidates (D) 45 mins. video interview
NJ D7 Congressional Candidate Inc. Leonard Lance (R) 25 mins. video interview
NJ D7 Congressional Candidate Janice Kovach (D) 30 mins. video interview
Garwood Mayor/Council Candidates (R) Piarulli, Simitz 30 mins. video interview
US Senate Candidate for NJ Jeff Bell (R) 25 mins. video interview
Scotch Plains Council Candidates (D) 30 mins. video interview
Scotch Plains Council Candidates (R) 50 mins. video interview
Cranford Council Candidates (D) 25 mins. video interview
Cranford Council Candidates (R) 45 mins. video interview

A Special Thank You Goes to These Candidates for Giving You Their Time
See their interviews at => www.goleader.com/services/videos

“All That Glitters Is Not Gold”
Endeared Mountainside Mayor Bob Viglianti

shared with us his wisdom before his passing a few
years ago. One point he made is that development in
the borough results in a property tax increase to the
residents regardless of the increase in ratables. He
explained that with an increase in ratables - Union
County increases the property tax and the state
reduces school aid and reduces municipal aid - the
overall impact to residents is a 15 percent hole.

Freeholder Angel Estrada expressed it another
way when we spoke recently about the very high
county taxes on Westfield and Summit. He said,
“Yes, with success comes a price.”

Former Cranford Mayor Dan Aschenbach writes
in this paper, imploring surrounding towns to do

more about runoff from developments to minimize
the flooding impact on Cranford. We wonder, is he
asking all to reflect, “Am I my brother’s keeper?”

Westfield is considering a sizeable development at
South and Central Avenues though Mayor Bob’s 15
percent hole will probably go unnoticed as it is
spread throughout the town’s large tax base.

Garwood, on the other hand, faces substantial
challenges with the bankrupt factory properties along
South Avenue. Garwood’s commonplace thinking,
palpably, is to create a major transit village, add
population density and augment ratables. Maybe
Mayor Bob’s 15 percent hole would be better spent
on the Mindowaskin of Garwood.

Mayor Bob, we’ll pass along your warning.

Bail, Open Space Questions;
Vote No on #2 for Fiscal Sanity

New Jersey voters on Tuesday will decide two ques-
tions on Tuesday’s election ballot, one of which would
ask voters if judges should be given the authority to deny
bail to persons deemed to be a threat on society or who
might obstruct the criminal justice process, thus leaving
them in jail through their trial.

State Assemblywoman Donna Simon, a Republican
representing the 16th Legislative District, who sponsored
the legislation resulting in the ballot question, in a recent
column specified two cases, one where a man who was
granted bail in April 2013 only to be arrested in July 2014
and charged with home invasion and robbery in Trenton.
In another case, the lawmaker said a funeral was inter-
rupted by gunfire by four shooters, one of whom had gang
affiliations and had been released on bail.

So this question seems to put the safety of community
up against the rights of individuals to due process, al-
though we are not really sure what it means.

The second question, if passed, would increase the
amount taken out of New Jersey’s corporation business
tax set aside for environmental programs from 4 to 6
percent starting in 2019. The revenue would go toward
open space and other environmental projects.

Lawmakers who write these bills are counting on voters
past history of passing constitutional amendments allow-

ing the state to spend hundreds of millions of dollars. We
urge voters to not automatically vote “yes” on this ques-
tion and instead consider its impact on spending and taxes
in the future and on the solvency of the corporate business
tax, an important revenue stream for the state.

According to the state’s Office of Legislative Services,
open space funds would initially tally $32 million annu-
ally, but hit $117 million a year in 2019 if the state collects
more in business taxes. Lawmakers who support the
measure want the funds used to care for farms, forests,
historic landmarks, parks and watersheds.

This question has a number of opponents including
Governor Chris Christie and lawmakers, who are con-
cerned over the amount of money to be dedicated to this
effort.

We encourage our readers to review the many letters to
the editor in today’s election preview issue. We also thank
all those seeking office this Tuesday, November 4, who
took the time to submit their thoughts directly to the
voters through this newspaper.

In addition to our front page election wrap-up story and
candidate biographies, we encourage voters to watch the
candidate interviews we conducted in our office over the
past month. They are available at goleader.com/services/
video/

HAPPY
HALLOWEEN


