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Westfield Board of Education

Michael

www.bielen2014.com

“With your support I can 
give back to Westfield. I look 
forward to working with the 
students, parents, teachers and 
administrators to accomplish 
these goals and continue the 
success of Westfield education.”

       Mike Bielen

� Technology Innovation 
� Fiscal Responsibility
� Transparency 

Paid for by Michael J Bielen - BOE Election Campaign
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this year is for county sheriff. Joe
Cryan of Union, who is serving as
acting sheriff since the death of Sher-
iff Ralph Froehlich in July, has served
the past 11 years as undersheriff and
prior to that worked for ITT and for
his family’s business, Cryan’s Res-
taurants. He will face retired FBI
agent and former Clark police officer
Michael Ince of Garwood. Sheriff
Froehlich had held the position since
the late 1970s.

In the race for county freeholder,
Democratic incumbents Chris Hudak
of Linden, Angel Estrada of Eliza-
beth and Vernell Wright of Union are
seeking reelection. P. Mark Martini
of Westfield, who ran for the board
last year, is the lone Republican can-
didate this year. Democrats, who have
held the majority since 1997, hold all
nine seats on the board.

Union County Surrogate Jim
LaCorte, a Democrat, is running un-
opposed in his quest for a fourth five-
year term.

At the Congressional level, three-
term Rep. Leonard Lance (R) faces a
challenge from Clinton Mayor Janice
Kovach, a Democrat, in the 7th Con-
gressional District, while Democratic
state Assemblywoman Bonnie Watson
Coleman of the 15th Legislative Dis-
trict and Republican Alieta Eck, a
medical doctor who ran in the special
Senate GOP Primary last year, seek to
replace retiring Democratic Rep. Rush
Holt in the 12th Congressional Dis-
trict.

First-year Senator Cory Booker,
the former Newark mayor who won a
special election last year following
the death of Sen. Frank Lautenberg,
will face Republican Jeff Bell, the
GOP Senate nominee in 1978 who
also ran in 1982.

There are also questions on this
year’s ballot. The first, if approved by
voters, would amend the New Jersey
Constitution to allow a court to order
pretrial detention of a person in a
criminal case. The change to the Con-
stitution would mean that a court could
order that a person remain in jail prior
to trial, even without a chance for the
person to post bail, in some situa-
tions.

The second question calls for a
Constitutional amendment for the
dedicating of state funds for open
space, farmland and historic preser-
vation and changing existing dedica-
tion for water programs, underground
storage tanks and hazardous site
cleanups. If passed, the amount of
money collected from the corporate
business tax to help pay for some
environmental programs would be
raised from 4 to 6 percent beginning
on July 1, 2019.

Polls on Tuesday will be open from
6 a.m. to 8 p.m.
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In regards to specific flood mitiga-
tion plans, all candidates supported
moving forward with getting approv-
als for funding the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers’ study and work to complete
the flood mitigation plans the Corps
has specified.

Mr. McCarthy and Mr. Salvatore
said the Rahway River in Cranford
needs to be desilted. They said there
is $200,000 set aside for desilting
that is unused.

Mr. Kalnins rebutted that desilting
took place last year at Connell Park and
this year at Crescent Place.

Mr. Salvatore added that he would
like to see “better representation” at
Union County College (UCC) board
of governors meetings. He and his
opponent have said they attended those
meetings early in the year, met with
residents opposed to the UCC field
project, and are “proactive” in the
fight against having a field built on the
UCC Cranford campus.

In rebuttal, Mr. Kalnins said the UCC
meetings typically fall on the same
night as township committee meet-
ings. Ms. Adubato added the township
has a legal plan in place should UCC
put a shovel in the ground.

Ms. Adubato also said township com-
mittee officials and the engineer met
this week with the Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection to pursue getting
permits for work on the Orchard Brook.

On funding the road improvements,
Ms. Adubato said this year a $4-million
bond was dedicated to a paving pro-
gram, as well as additional funds iden-
tified outside of the bond by the CFO
and engineer that are being used for
paving.

“We are actually going to be able to
do more streets than we initially
thought,” Ms. Adubato said.
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Cranford Debate
Mr. McCarthy noted the new park-

ing meters that were purchased and
installed this year, and asked where the
profits from the meters are being slot-
ted, saying it should go towards street
improvements.

Mr. Kalnins said fiscal responsibil-
ity, financial planning and sustaining
a reasonable capital program are at the
forefront, noting that state aid has
“dried up.”

Mr. Salvatore and Mr. McCarthy
said a full-time engineer is needed in
order to supervise the work being done
on the road improvements, as well as
other projects.

Mr. Kalnins said the part-time en-
gineer hired by the township has su-
pervisors on his staff who oversees
projects, which frees up the engineer’s
time to work on other projects in the
township.

Mr. Salvatore said workers doing
road paving on Winans Avenue, where
he lives, are doing “double work” be-
cause there is no supervision.

“It is a waste of taxpayers’ money,”
Mr. Salvatore said.

On the stance of having a full-time
engineer, Mr. Salvatore said, “It is a
$34-million business; we need full-
timers.”

Ms. Adubato said in her opening
remarks that the part-time engineer has
made “visible and measurable
progress” and has been “salvaging and
kick-starting projects.”

Development, public safety, shared
services, NJ Transit improvements
and the One-Seat Ride also were dis-
cussed. The full debate is available
on TV-35 and on its website,
livestream.com/cranfordtv35.

Election Day is Tuesday, Novem-
ber 4. Polls will be open from 6 a.m.
to 8 p.m.

Correction
In last week’s front page story on

coverage of the Westfield Board of
Education meeting, one of those
who spoke was Mitch Aronson, not
Mitch Harrington as reported.

In a front page-story on an inter-
view with Cranford Democratic
candidates for the Township Com-
mittee, it should have said both
candidates support keeping Jeffrey
Surenian as counsel on the lawsuit
of the Birchwood Avenue develop-
ment.

mail on October 8 – that also was sent
to Garwood Police Chief Bruce
Underhill, among others. It advised
Mr. Mathieu not to contact her via
telephone or text due to his “abusive,
loud and unprofessional outburst” in
a telephone conversation.

The one issue that garnered gen-
eral agreement was when Mr.
Connolly read a submitted question
regarding Mr. Petruzzelli availing
himself of the borough’s health insur-
ance plan, the only member of the
council to do so.

Mr. Petruzzelli answered that his
decision was based on the needs of
his family, which includes a special-
needs son. Mrs. Simitz, next to re-
spond, said the issue did not belong in
the campaign, eliciting the only ap-
plause of the night from the audience.
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GW Candidates

Cryan Seeks to Build Upon
Foundation Set by Froehlich

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

UNION COUNTY — Undersheriff
Joseph Cryan, a Democrat, is seeking
election to the position of Union County
Sheriff. He faces Republican Michael
Ince, a retired FBI agent and former
police officer.

Mr. Cryan, an Assemblyman repre-
senting the 20th Legislative District,
took on the role of acting sheriff when
Union County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich,
who served as sheriff for 37 years, died
in July. The office of sheriff is a three-
year term.

Mr. Cryan sat down with editor of
The Westfield Leader Paul Peyton
Thursday to discuss his platform.

In the 11 years Mr. Cryan served as
undersheriff under the leadership of
Mr. Froehlich, he was responsible for
the canine unit, internal affairs, the
office of professional standards, bud-
geting, and in the sheriff’s absence
responsible for running the office, Mr.
Cryan said. The sheriff’s office, he
said, is responsible for the security of
the county courthouse that sees one
million visitors a year, and has a canine
unit, a warrants unit, a transportation
unit, an ID unit, a business office and an
office of professional standards.

Prior to being appointed as undersh-
eriff, Mr. Cryan worked at ITT Avion-
ics in Clifton as an operations manager,
and then joined his family’s business
by owning and operating Cryan’s Res-
taurant in Metuchen.

He said Mr. Froehlich was a mentor
and like a father to him.

Should he win the election and be-
come sheriff, Mr. Cryan said, “The
sheriff built a foundation of success
and I hope to build upon that founda-
tion.” Investments in training and the
management of the transportation unit
would be items he would focus on if
elected, he said.

“I want to continue emphasis on
technology,” Mr. Cryan said.

“Shared services are a fundamental
foundation to save taxpayers’ money,”
Mr. Cryan said. Currently, the sheriff’s
office shares its services, such as the
canine unit, bomb unit and the trans-
portation of inmates, with municipali-
ties in the county,” he said.

 “I am proud of what we had done so
far in terms of shared services, but I’d
like to do more,” he said.

On the topic of merging the Union
County Police Department with the
sheriff’s office, Mr. Cryan said, “I think
it is something folks should take a look
at as we move further along in this
process.” He said both departments
work well together and the partnership
“works well for the taxpayers of the
County of Union.” He said that the

sheriff’s department has a lot of re-
sponsibilities currently and that the
county police runs a number of pro-
grams including the county’s bomb
squad.

The sheriff’s office also works with
the prosecutor’s office, he said, coordi-
nated by a captain from the sheriff’s
office assigned to the prosecutor’s of-
fice. They work together on areas such
as terrorist response and domestic vio-
lence response, he said. “It has been a
great partnership and I hope it contin-
ues,” he said.

“We are very proud of the fact that
there have been no incidents in the 11
years I have been there,” Mr. Cryan
said. He said they may look into adding
another entrance to the courthouse com-
plex, but he said what they have “works”
because there have been no incidents.

Three undersheriffs “makes sense,”
Mr. Cryan said, because there is cover-
age in the daytime and nighttime shifts.

In terms of the community programs
the sheriff’s office has in place, Mr.
Cryan said the community needs to be
aware of the programs available to the
public.

His opponent, Mr. Ince, believes the
job of sheriff should be manned by
someone with a law enforcement back-
ground. In response to that, Mr. Cryan
said, “Take the word from profession-
als I work with.” He said he is endorsed
by the state Police Benevolent Associa-
tion (PBA), the Union County Confer-
ence of PBAs, and the people he works
with.

“If you are comfortable with Ralph
Froehlich, if you believe in the things
he did, understand that I am running to
build upon the legacy that he not only
taught me but built with me, to some
extent for his last 11 years…we will
continue to have good results to ac-
count for folks in Union County for
how we perform,” Mr. Cryan said.

Please see video at goleader.com/
services/video/.

Freeholder Dems Look
To Retain Seats on Board
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GW Council

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — Union County Demo-
crats Chris Hudak, Vernell Wright and
Angel Estrada sat down with The
Westfield Leader Editor Paul Peyton
last Wednesday to discuss county is-
sues as they seek re-election to the
freeholder board this Tuesday, Novem-
ber 4.

On closing the sale of Runnells Spe-
cialized Hospital of Union County, the
freeholders said they did not anticipate
the closing of the sale to drag on as it
has. “In order to protect the interest of
the county, we cannot close until every
‘I’ is dotted and every ‘T’ is crossed,”
Mr. Estrada said.

Ms. Wright said the delay and uncer-
tainty of jobs has caused some hospital
staff members to leave for employment
elsewhere.

Mr. Hudak, who currently serves as
freeholder board chairman, said the
freeholder board supports the right to
employees to organize a union.

Bid proposals included a right of first
refusal to existing employees, Mr.
Hudak said.

As a result of the sale of the hospital,
the long-term financial outlook would
“remove what has been an operating
deficit,” Mr. Hudak said.

When asked if there was any validity
to the statement made by corrections
officers of the Union County jail at a
recent freeholder board meeting that
the jail would be closing, Mr. Hudak
responded, “We have not received, to
my knowledge…any proposal. What
has been asked of us by the county
manager is that he be allowed to en-
gage members of his team and our
county counsel in a negotiation with
Hudson County.”

Earlier this year, Union County en-
tered into an agreement with Hudson
County to place some of its prisoners in
the Hudson County jail to save on
overtime costs, Mr. Hudak said. Mr.
Estrada said the driving force to house
prisoners in the Hudson County jail
was due to repairs being made to the
Union County jail.

“If there is an opportunity for us to
save a significant amount of funds in
offering any county service we have an
obligation and a fiduciary responsibil-
ity to give it a full and thorough vetting,”
said Mr. Hudak, who went on to say
those dollars saved could go towards
funding other county projects.

Union County spends over $50 mil-
lion in prisoner care, Mr. Estrada said.

“It is one area that could be studied
and considered,” he said.

On the idea of merging the sheriff’s
department with the county police de-
partment, Mr. Estrada said there would
not be a savings to merging the two
departments. Municipalities sharing
services provided by the Union County
Police is an example of how savings
could be had in the police line item in
the county budget, Mr. Hudak said.
“Long term…I see a move towards
regionalization of emergency services,”
such as fire departments and emer-
gency medical services, Mr. Hudak
said.

On plans for an athletic facility at
Rahway River Park to be utilized as the
home field for the Rahway High School
football team, Mr. Hudak said, “What-
ever they put there will be aesthetically
appropriate to the park.”

“The footprint is no different than
what is there today,” Mr. Estrada added.
The plans include a football field, track,
a changing room area, a concession
stand, press box and a scoreboard, he
said, and any other grander plans is not
something they support. Union County
is picking up $2.6 million of the cost
with Rahway paying $2.3 million.

Ms. Wright and Mr. Hudak said it is
a community where the field is unus-
able because of the flooding that oc-
curs there, and the new field would give
the community a place to play sports.

“I believe we need to engage our
young people more and more,” Mr.
Estrada said. He said the county had set
aside funds for field resurfacing
throughout the county, and “now it is
Rahway’s turn.”

In regards to building an ice skating
rink at Oak Ridge Park in Clark, Mr.
Hudak and Mr. Estrada said the master
plan for the park is not in place yet. The
high demand for ice rinks by hockey
clubs may possibly result in the county
having two ice rinks — Warinanco
Skating Center and building one in
Oak Ridge Park, they said.

Please see full video at goleader.com/
services/video/.

HEALTH CARE...Summit Medical Group opened its new Westfield location at
574 Springfield Avenue with Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky and members of
the Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce (GWACC). The 32,000-
square-foot facility offers medical specialties, onsite laboratory and imaging
services and a 10-bed urgent care center. Pictured, from left to right, are: Front
row, SMG Chief Medical Officer Robert Brenner, M.D., GWACC Executive
Director Gene Jannotti; Lynn Lang of SMG; Mayor Skibitsky, and Karen
Graham of  SMG, and back row, GWACC Chairman Chris Devine and GWACC
members Tim York and Stephanie Branna Nuila.

CELEBRATION…Crunch Garwood celebrated its second anniversary this past
week. Pictured, from left to right, are: Chris Domenic, general manager; Paul
Kornegray, assistant general manager; Garwood Mayor Pat Quattrocchi; Chris
Devine, Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce (GWACC) chairman,
and Carol Kearney, GWACC vice-president.

unteers who operate the various leagues
and programs that will use the new
field, Paulette Mathieu, mother of Coun-
cilman Mathieu, chastised what she
considered a self-congratulatory atti-
tude. She also suggested the timing
was political with the election for two
council seats, with the election for two
council seats as well as mayor only a
week away.

“It sounds like damage control,” she
said. “It sounds like circling the wag-
ons.”

Mr. Kessler returned to the micro-
phone to insist his comments were not
political and as he turned he clearly
could be heard saying “stupid” in the
direction of Mrs. Mathieu.

That prompted Republican mayoral
candidate Sal Piarulli to speak, rebuk-
ing Mr. Kessler by calling his remark
“deplorable.”

Also on Tuesday, the council dis-
played two ceremonial checks, one for
$20,000 and another for $4,400, that
were presented to Mrs. Tarantino at a
recent Union County Freeholders’
meeting from “open space” funds. The
money will be used for the AFC and
comes in the form of matching grants,
which means Garwood must spend an
equal amount to utilize the county dol-
lars.

In another matter, the council voted
to approve $75,000 to settle the lawsuit
brought by Borough Administrator
Christina Ariemma over her compen-
sation in 2012.

The 4-0 vote, with Councilmen Mike
Martin absent and Jim Mathieu ab-
staining, granted Ms. Ariemma a raise
of $7,250, a $29,000 lump sum pay-
ment as retroactive raises for four years
and $46,000 in attorney’s fees.

In the Ariemma matter, the borough
administrator sued the town and Mr.
Mathieu over what she claimed was the
wrongful denial of raises beginning in
2011. A state Superior Court judge
dismissed one portion of the lawsuit in
2013 that alleged sex discrimination
and another in August that individually
named Mr. Mathieu as a defendant.

“I’m happy the lawsuit is settled. I’m
happy that we didn’t have to go to trial,”
Mrs. Tarantino said after the meeting.

Mr. Mathieu declined to comment
on why he abstained.

In other matters, Borough Engineer
Don Guarriello informed the council
that he feels confident Cranford is work-
ing toward resubmitting a plan to in-
crease the capacity of the Orchard
Brook, which would enable Garwood
to make improvements in the Garwood
Brook and ease flash flooding con-
cerns on the south side of town.

Garwood is prohibited by state regu-
lation from tampering with the
Garwood Brook, which becomes the
Orchard Brook once it exits under the
bridge on North Avenue.


