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Piarulli For Garwood Mayor;
Honesty, Integrity And Leadership

Last Thursday, the residents of
The Pointe in Garwood were so
gracious to host my first ever
official debate with my mayoral
opponent Charles Lombardo. At
different points, the debate was
amicable, spirited and yes, even
contentious. What I had not
counted on was that I would learn
so much.

First I learned that in Garwood,
our establishment politicians find
it fashionable and somewhat so-
phisticated to have given up on
ever cutting taxes, debt or spend-
ing. My opponent refused to ad-
dress why he voted to raise taxes
17 times and congratulated his
running mates Lou Petruzzelli and
Sara Todisco for continuing his
tradition of tax increases.

During the debate my opponent
said we have a “tight but good
budget” and he “will not play that
shell game of taking items out of
the budget and having people
pay for those items that are taken
out.” Interesting because that is
exactly what Mr. Lombardo’s es-
tablishment party did with bulk
garbage and leaf pickup.

Secondly, I learned that my op-
ponent is unsure of how a surplus
in the municipal budget works by
stating, “I am not privy to that
information.” I applaud my oppo-
nent for serving on council and one
might expect he would understand
how a surplus works, after all he
did vote to raise taxes 17 times.

Maybe this explains why, in
2005, Garwood had a surplus of
$1.5 million and my opponent
still voted for a 5.3 percent tax
increase.

We need a mayor who under-
stands that when we have a sur-
plus of that magnitude, some of
that money should be returned to
the taxpayers and some should
be put in an emergency fund that

cannot be touched to give out pay
raises or pay for pet projects.

Finally, I learned that my oppo-
nent had given up on cutting taxes
and spending, finding it accept-
able and even admirable to raise
taxes. During the debate, I was
grilled by members of my
opponent’s campaign for exactly
how I would reduce Garwood’s
tax burden. I appreciate that they
are now coming to me for solu-
tions since his record of 17 tax
increases speaks for itself.

Democrat candidates, here are
some specifics: In the last two
years, almost 200 municipal bud-
gets were passed in NJ that either
had no increase or actually de-
creased the municipal tax rate
and Garwood should have also
been on that list. With proper
planning we can avoid over spend-
ing. Councilpersons Petruzzelli
and Todisco are on record saying
that the Athletic Field Complex
(AFC) will only cost $2,000 to
$3,000 a year to maintain. This
projection is absurd and we need
to make sure the town does not
pick up the tab for poor planning
by these councilpersons. I’ve spo-
ken to DPW workers who are
convinced they are going to get
stuck maintaining the AFC.

The best way to cut debt is to
not get into debt in the first place.
Because of poor planning of the
AFC, our borough increased debt
by 66 percent. The reality is that
there is no magic bullet to auto-
matically cut debt and spending,
but we need to start somewhere
and we need to be willing to try.

I learned other things as well.
My opponent said Garwood needs
to “bring more people in and that’s
what re-development will do.”
That is over development.
Garwood cannot afford over de-
velopment like we are seeing at

the St. Ann’s property or the Hidi
property.

My opponent also justified tax
increases by saying both Repub-
licans and Democrats have raised
taxes. This just confirmed that
there are two parties in Garwood:
those that impose their will on the
residents and those that are hav-
ing their will imposed upon. I
represent the latter. Regardless
of the letter next to the candidate’s
name, we need to elect leaders
who will represent the taxpayers.

We are on the verge of shaping
the future of Garwood. We cannot
afford to repeat the mistakes of
the Athletic Field, the St. Ann’s
project, the Hidi property and the
bloated tax increases that have
plagued us for years.

As a businessman, I know that
honesty, integrity and leadership
skills build a strong relationship.
It is a shame that the campaign
for my opponent has resorted to
distortions of truth, personal at-
tacks and attacks on my family as
a means to distract from the ac-
tual issues that concern our resi-
dents. These types of tactics will
not occur in my campaign and in
my administration.

The one campaign promise I
will make is that people will be
held accountable. On November
4th please vote for me and for
Tina Simitz for a new direction of
accountability, optimism and
transparency.

Salvatore Piarulli (R)
Candidate for Garwood Mayor

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STAREDOWN...Garwood mayoral candidates size each other up during last
week’s debate at The Pointe. Pictured, left to right, are: Charles Lombardo (D)
and Salvatore Piarulli (R).

Dave DeLuca to Present
‘Songbook’ at Library

GARWOOD — Singer Dave
DeLuca will return to the Garwood
Public Library on Thursday, No-
vember 6, at 7 p.m., with a pre-
sentation of his “Star Spangled
Songbook.”

The songbook is a musical cel-
ebration of the great American
composers and lyricists whose
body of work boosted the morale
of the people living through the
deprivation of the Great Depres-
sion, who went on to fight in
World War II, and those who
stayed behind to keep the war
effort going on the home front.

Mr. DeLuca is a lifelong New
Jerseyan who has been a profes-
sional musician since 1977. In
1989 he placed first in the annual
ASCAP New Songwriters Compe-
tition. After several stints playing
guitar and bass and singing in
several rock and punk groups

throughout New Jersey and New
York, he became a jazz/pop singer
in his own right. In addition to this
patriotic songbook, Mr. DeLuca
has several tribute shows that he
performs throughout the area.

This program will be free, but
registration is required and may
be done in person at the library,
by calling (908) 789-1670 or at
the library’s interactive calen-
dar found on its website,
youseemore.com/garwood.

The Garwood Public Library is
located at the corner of Walnut
Street and Third Avenue, behind
the Lincoln School complex. Li-
brary hours are 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.,
Monday through Thursday; 9
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Fridays,
and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Satur-
days. The library will be closed
on Tuesday, November 11, in
recognition of Veterans Day.
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