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consultant, Carl O’Brien of Maser
Consulting.

“With a town our size and as
many projects as we have going
on, a part-time engineer is not
the way we should be going right
now. We are a town that has a
high risk of flooding and we are
really concerned that if we don’t
have somebody in there who is
not only accessible 12 hours a
week and we don’t have some-
body there who knows the riv-
ers, than we are going to be
putting ourselves at risk,” Mr.
McCarthy said.

Both candidates said they sup-
port funding the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers study to mitigate
flooding of the Rahway River,
and would push local, state and
federal government to support
the work proposed for the Or-
ange Reservoir.

“We believe that would help Cran-
ford so much if we were able to
control what is coming down the
river to us,” Mr. McCarthy said.

Within the township of Cranford,
they would push to have the
portion of the Rahway River in
the township de-silted annually.

“There is money sitting there
for it and not being used,” Mr.
Salvatore said.

Another big issue they said they
would be proactive is staying
abreast of UCC’s plan to build an
athletic field. UCC proposed ear-
lier this year to build a field on its
Cranford campus that would clear
cut over four acres of trees. Resi-
dents on Colby Lane, who live
adjacent to the area planned for
the field, were concerned it would
flood out their neighborhood.

“The overflow of that water
would destroy Colby Lane. We
have a flooding problem now, so
we don’t need any added water
…to attribute to that,” Mr.
Salvatore said.

This summer, Union County of-
fered a portion of Oak Ridge Park
in Clark for UCC to construct its
field. Since then UCC has not

been in contact with the county
freeholders. Residents of Colby
Lane have said they heard a ru-
mor of UCC revising its location
of the field on the Cranford cam-
pus that would place it closer to
Fairview Cemetery adjacent to
the college.

“They kept it close to the vest.
That is why we have to keep that
on our radar,” Mr. Salvatore said.

Mr. McCarthy and Mr. Salvatore
said they have been attending
the UCC board meetings. “Our
opponents started showing up
after they knew we were going
there to defend our town. That is
reactive, we are proactive on
this,” Mr. Salvatore said.

Studying the various impacts
of the recent apartment com-
plexes that have been built in
town would be on Mr. McCarthy’s
and Mr. Salvatore’s agenda
should they be elected.

“I am against the overcrowding
in town, the overdevelopment.
As parents we think that is going
to be a huge problem on our
schools. … I don’t think they took
into consideration the extra teach-
ers that it is going to need, the
extra police and fire, the extra
coverage for all of those new
apartments,” Mr. Salvatore said.

“Overcrowding our streets is
busy as they have ever been. We
are just trying to make Cranford
the place that people want to
grow old in,” Mr. McCarthy added.

“Then you add in the buildings
like 555 South Avenue and also
Riverfront —those are the things
that as we walk around town
people are saying we are losing
our town charm. We are building
these large tenements and people
living in these small areas —
what kind of impact is that hav-
ing on our infrastructure?” Mr.
McCarthy said.

They also support keeping Phil
Morin as counsel on the lawsuit
of the Birchwood Avenue devel-
opment. The township is cur-
rently appealing a state Superior

Court’s 2011 decision that ap-
proved Cranford Development
Associates’ (CDA) builder’s rem-
edy lawsuit to build a 419-unit
housing complex at 215/235
Birchwood Avenue, with 63 of
those units being used for af-
fordable housing in what the
township says is a wetland.

Last year, residents asked if
there was a conflict of interest
with Mr. Morin acting as legal
counsel because a partner in the
law firm, Florio Perucci,
Steinhardt, Fader, of which he is
employed by is also a developer
of 555 South Avenue, another
development built from a
builder’s remedy lawsuit.

“The person we have is very
knowledgeable in fighting that,”
Mr. McCarthy said of Mr. Morin.

The downtown area has a num-
ber of buildings that have re-
mained boarded up or vacant for
a long period of time. Both can-
didates said an open line of com-
munication is key to understand-
ing how to resolve the problem
and they would actively seek out
a plan of action.

“I would like to see them
brought back to a nice façade.
Looking nice and making the town
presentable,” Mr. McCarthy said.

“I would love to sit down with
the merchants downtown and dis-
cuss their problems… We have
talked to a couple already and
one said there is a lack of com-
munication… We want to make
sure they know that we care and
will work with them and do what-
ever we can,” Mr. Salvatore said.

As far as rolling the sewer fee
back into the tax base, both can-
didates said they would ask the
residents how they felt about the
issue to determine if it should be
a referendum to come up on the
ballot.

Please see the video interview
at goleader.com./services/video/

CF Dems Want F/T Eng., Stop Overdevelopment

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
CRANFORD CAMPAIGN...Robert Salvatore, left, and Brian McCarthy, right,
pose with Leader journalist Christina Hinke as they discuss their Democratic
candidacy for Cranford Township Committee. The interview can be seen at
www.goleader.com/services/video.

Piarulli, Lombardo Face Off
In Candidates’ Forum

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – Borough Demo-
cratic mayoral candidate Charles
Lombardo touted his decades of
experience in government while
Republican Sal Piarulli repeat-
edly emphasized his campaign
theme of reducing the tax load
on residents as the two squared
off in a Garwood mayoral candi-
dates’ forum Thursday night.
The two took turns answering
questions at The Pointe condo-
minium clubhouse submitted via
e-mail to the complex’s board,
as well as several from the floor
of the standing-room-only crowd.
Mr. Piarulli, who defeated incum-
bent Pat Quattrocchi in the June
Republican Primary, was the re-
cipient of the most contentious
questions of the evening, includ-
ing a terse exchange between
him and Borough Councilman,
and fellow Republican, Mike Mar-
tin.
Mr. Martin, a member of the

council’s finance committee, in-
dicated his displeasure with Mr.
Piarulli’s assertion that the bor-
ough council could do more to
reduce taxes.
“I’m fired then?” Mr. Martin asked.
“No, you’re not fired,” Mr. Piarulli
replied with a chuckle. “Are you
saying I won already?”
Mr. Piarulli illustrated his point
by claiming that 198 municipali-
ties in New Jersey in the last two
years had either reduced or kept
taxes unchanged. The banter
turned tense when Mr. Martin
emphasized that Mr. Piarulli was
referring to municipal taxes and
did not include county or school
taxes.
When Mr. Piarulli attempted to
respond while Mr. Martin was in
mid-sentence, Mr. Martin shot
back with: “Now I’m talking. I’m
already elected. Okay? So you
let me talk now.”

Mr. Piarulli also had moments
with Mr. Lombardo, particularly
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